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PREFACE. 


The  antbor  of  these  volumes,  James  Ruspell  Trnmhnll,  waa  born  in 
WiUiamsbmrgh,  Mass.,  Dec.  21,  1825.  He  had  only  a  common  school 
edncatloD,  bat  that  proved  to  be  the  foundation  of  a  oontee  of  study 
and  research  which  continued  as  long  as  he  lived.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen  he  entereJ  the  office  of  the  Harni)8bire  Gazette  as  apprentice,  early 
showing  the  characteristics  which  distinguished  him  through  life, — 
energy,  perseverance  and  painstaking  accuracy.  His  editorial  ability 
was  soon  recognized,  and  at  the  close  of  his  apprenticesbip  he  was 
made  foreman.  In  he  became  editor  of  the  Hampshire  and 
Franklin  Expre5>s,  pn Wished  in  Ainlierst.  Here,  with  his  young  wife, 
whom  he  married  in  November  uf  the  same  year,  he  made  his  residence 
nntil  March,  1852,  when  he  undertook  the  editorship  of  the  Hamp^ire 
Ghusette  under  Hopkins,  Bridgman  &  Co.,  Proprietors.  In  October  of 
1858,  he  purchased  the  entire  establishment,  and  a  month  later  the 
Hampshire  Gazette  and  t}ie  Northampton  Courier  were  united  under 
their  respective  editors  with  the  iirm  name  of  Trumbull  &  Crere.  This 
partnership  oontinned  till  1877,  when  the  senior  member  was  obliged 
to  retire  on  aooonnt  <tf  his  health.  Bnt  his  public  service  was  not 
ended.  As  a  member  of  the  Village  Improvement  Society  and  of  the 
Library  Committee  he  worked  faithfully  in  the  interest  of  the  city  for 
many  years ;  and  in  August.  1884»  he  was  oboeen  to  fill  the  place  of  the 
retiring  city  treasarer.  To  this  office  be  was  elected  firom  year  to  year 
without  opposition  until  Ms  resignation  at  the  close  of  1889. 

In  Mr.  Trnmbnll  came  into  po.ssession  of  the  Jiidd  MRS.,  a  won- 
derful monument  of  patient  research,  but  wanting  somewhat  in  prac- 
tical value  because  of  its  iacls  of  an  adequate  index.  Iii  supplying  this 
defidenoy  he  spent  years  of  carefol  rtudy,  becoming  more  and  more 
impressed  with  the  worth  and  interest  of  t  h(  ise  annals  of  the  past.  Just 
when  the  purpose  of  writing  a  Hi.story  of  Northampton  matured  in  his 
mind  it  is  imposfflble  to  state,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  this  work  had 
been  growing  under  his  hands  durii]^  all  of  the  last  twenty  years  of 
Mb  life.  As  the  increasing  feebleness  of  bis  last  few  years  diminished 
the  prospect  of  bis  bringiug  this  cherished  hope  to  fulfillment,  his  near- 
est friends  felt  the  depth  of  his  disapxwintment,  though  It  was  borne 
with  absolute  silence.  Still  he  persevered,  working  often  far  b^<md 
his  strength ;  and  when,  on  the  Sd  of  July,  1809,  be  was  called  to  the 
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higher  Hfe,  his  story  of  Northampton's  birtli  and  development  was 
nearly  comploffni  It  was  never  bi«  d"«i«fu  to  follow  its  history  fnrthpr 
than  to  the  b^iuuing  of  the  nineteenth  century,  from  which  point  the 
individual  might  wSlj  oany  it  forward  for  taimflelf  by  leC^ience  to  tbe 
town  records  and  the  newspaperB. 

The  task  of  editing  and  publishing  this  so  nearly  completed  manu- 
script of  tbe  second  volume  of  the  History  of  Northampton  was  under- 
taken witii  reverence  and  affection,  and  the  desire  to  carry  uut  the 
deareet  wish  of  a  beloved  nncle  has  overborne  many  misgivings.  That 
the  work  cannot  fail  to  have  snffered  from  the  &ct  that  other  hands 
than  his  mnst  bring  it  to  completion,  is  fnlly  appreciated,  bnt  it  is 
believed  that  ita  value  is  such  as  to  overshadow  the  imperfections  of  its 
editing,  and  to  justify  the  editors  in  asking  tor  the  Indnlgenoe  of  lt« 
readers. 

The  aim  of  the  writf^r  was  not  only  to  chronicle  past  events,  but  also 
to  inspire  the  present  generation  with  a  just  pride  and  with  love  for 
the  city  which  was  so  dear  to  him,  and  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  its 
heroes.  If  the  years  shall  prove  that  this  threefold  endeavor  baa  been 

Rnccessful,  then  will  be  realized  the  earnest  hope  with  which  this  vol- 
nme  is  oflered  to  the  pnhlic,  namely  that  it  may  be  a  notdo  and  lasting 
monument  to  the  memory  of  it*i  author. 

NAKCfT  L.  MiLtEB. 

Anita  B.  Millbb. 
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CHAPTEK  L 

DWELLINOS^-rUBmrUBS— COSTUMBB. 

TlzwtHiNMMBiiJifc  ^0  autlientic  description  "has  "been  found  of 
of  Log*.  a.ny  dwelling-houses  erected  by  the  first  set- 

tlers of  "Nortliamptoii.  Undoubtedly  tliey 
were  built  of  logs,  though  some  may  have  been  constructed 
of  plank.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  the  first  corners 
found  time  to  Bplit  or  rive  plank  or  clapboards.  The  prac- 
tice prevailmg  in  other  settlements  was  unquestionably  fol- 
lowed here.  "Each  settler,  intent  upon  obtaining  shelter  as 
soon  as  possible^  made  nse  of  the  most  available  materials, 
which  were  the  trees  growing  upon  the  lot  where  the  house 
was  to  be  placed.  Nearly  all  of  the  logs  were  daubed  or 
plastered  on  the  outside  with  clay,  and  the  windows  were 
iew  and  small.  Little  better  than  huts,  the  pioneers  man- 
aged to  live  in  these  dwellings  till  they  were  able  to  Imild 
better  ones.  Nearly  all  of  the  first  houses  were  but  a  story 
and  a  half  high,  and  many  of  them  had  but  one  room  on 
the  main  floor.   One  plan  sufiticed  for  all. 

More  Substantial  Scarce  a  generation  passed,  however,  before 
S»St«Se^'*"'  larger  and  better  houses  were  erected.  The 
tags  Met«  house  was  superseded  by  a  framed 

structure,  covered  with  plank  or  clapboards.  Nearly  all  of 
them  were  placed  broadside  to  the  street,  and  close  upon 
its  border.  No  use  had  then  been  discovered  for  sidewalks, 
and  the  front  door  was  literally  the  street-door,  opening 
directly  upon  the  highway.  Like  their  ruder  predecessors, 
these  houses  also  were  modeled  after  one  design,  their 
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ground  plan  never  varied,  and  they  differed  only  in  size 
and  height.  Ordinarily  they  were  two  stories  high.  Forty 
feet  seems  to  have  been  the  standard  length,  whOe  twenty 
feet  was  the  established  width.  More  houses  were  con- 
structed forty  by  twenty  feet  tlian  of  any  other  dimensions, 
though  occasionally  one  might  have  been  found  forty-one 
by  twenty-two,  and  sometimes  thirty-eight  and  one-half  by 
twenty-two.  In  some  the  upper  story  projected  about 
eighteen  inches.  It  h:vr^  heen  stated  that  tbis  feature  was 
for  the  purpose  of  liiloicliiig  better  means  of  repelling  an 
Indian  attack,  by  firing  down  npon  the  foe.  But  the  style 
was  uvidontly  imported,  as  houses  wore  built  in  England 
after  that  pattern.  The  house  was  placed  close  to  the 
ground,  with  very  little  underpinning.  In  many  instances 
the  floor  was  below  the  sills.  All  these  framed  dwellings, 
were  substantially  built ;  the  timbers  were  usually  of  oak, 
all  hewed,  and  in  some  cases  the  posts  were  eight  and  one- 
half  by  nine  inches  square.  Every  house  had  two  rooms 
on  each  floor,  separated  by  a  huge  chimney,  which  held  the 
place  of  honor  in  the  center  of  the  structure.  These  chim- 
neys were  of  various  sizes.  Some  of  them  measured  at  the 
base  ten  by  twelve  feet,  others  nine  by  fourteen,  and  still 
others  were  nine  by  twelve.  The  rooms  on  the  main  floor 
were  usually  about  seven  feet  high,  and  in  a  house  forty- 
one  by  twenty-two  feet,  would  be  about  sixteen  by  twenty 
in  dimensions.  One  noteworthy  feature  of  the  chimney 
was  the  huge  fireplace.  As  it  formed  the  only  means  of 
heating  the  room,  it  was  made  as  large  as  the  size  of  the 
chimney  would  permit.  It  is  probable  that  a  few  of  these 
chimneys  may  have  been  constructed  of  wood,  thickly  plas- 
tered on  the  interior.  But  these  were  dangerous  and  not 
infrequently  the  means  of  setting  the  house  on  fire.  Stones 
gathered  on  the  premises  or  on  the  commons  were  most  gen-^ 
erally  used,  though  afterwards  chimneys  were  built  of 
brick. 

Interiors  o£  theae        ffout  of  these  huge  fireplaces,  piled  with 
Honni.  blazing  logs,  gathered  the  family,  burned 

or  nearly  blistered  by  the  heat  on  one  side,, 
and  chilled  or  nearly  frozen  on  the  other  by  the  **  eager  and 
nipping"  blasts  that  forced  their  way  through  every  crack 
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and  crevice.    Opposite  the  front  door,  built  against  the 
chimney,  was  the  narrow,  steep  and  crooked  stairway,  to 
the  upper  story,  leaving  an  entrance-hall  barely  wide  enough 
to  swing  the  door.  These  four  rooms  constituted  the  house. 
Those  on  the  lower  floor  were  commonly  wainscoted  to  the 
ceiling,  which  was  usually  sheathed.  For  many  years  very 
little  plaster  was  UFed.    In  tlie  second  stoi^'^  the  rooms  cor- 
responded in  size'svith  those  below,  but  wore  witli out  a  fire- 
place.   One  of  the  first  door  rooniR  was  kitchen,  dining- 
room,  living-room,  and  frequently  contained  a  bed,  and  the 
other,  though  termed  the  pai-lor,  was  mainly  a  store-room, 
and  when  tlie  family  became  large,  was  sometimes  used  as 
a  bedroom  also.   Neither  of  these  apartments  had  ordina- 
rily more  than  two  windows,  one  in  front  and  the  other  in 
the  end,  but  none  in  the  rear.  They  were  square,  set  with 
small  panes  of  glass,  for  which  oiled  paper  was  sometimes 
substituted.  Preyious  to  1750,  diamond-shaped  glass  was 
commonly  used.    The  panes  were  set  in  lead,  and  the 
frames  swung  inwards  on  hinges.  When  square  panes  of 
glass  came  into  nse.  windows  were  made  larger,  and  move- 
able in  the  casings.    Closets  in  those  early  days  were  an 
unknown  quantity,  and  they  never  found  space  upon  the 
ground-plans  of  any  house.    Moveable  clothes-presses,  and 
sometimes  corner  cupboards  were  preferred.    Chests,  many 
of  them  elaborately  carved  and  highly  finished,  that  had 
been  brought  across  the  ocean,  were  not  uncommon. 
Nearly  every  house  was  provided  with  a  cellar,  but  it  was 
small,  and  extended  only  under  a  portion  of  one  of  the 
rooms.   Sometimes  it  was  walled  with  stone,  occasionally 
with  logs,  and  in  some  instances  with  nothing  but  the  bare 
earth,  as  it  was  left  when  the  excavation  was  made.  A 
good  sized  cellar  was  eleven  feet  square.  It  was  entered,  if 
at  the  rear  of  the  house,  through  a  trap-door  in  the  floor, 
usually  by  means  of  a  ladder  ;  if  near  the  front,  ordinarily 
by  a  flight  of  stairs  under  the  stairway  in  the  hall. 

An lacreaaing Famr    While  the  family  was  small  the  house  as 

iiy  Demanded  above  described  was  ample.  But  as  the 
note  Room.  ,         t.  i  j  •  j     •  j  a 

household  increased, — ^in  those  days  ten  or 
even  twelve  children  were  not  uncommon,^greater  accom- 
modations were  required  and  the  house  must  needs  be  en- 
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larged.  This  was  usually  accomplished  by  an  addition  in 
the  rear.  The  roof  on  a  two  story  house  was  continued  at 
the  same  angle,  down  to  the  height  of  the  first  story,  and 
sometimes  lower.  This  was  termed  a  "  lean  to,*^  or  in  the 
vernacular  of  the  times  a  **leanter."  In  it  generally,  a 
kitchen  and  buttery,  and  occasionally  a  bedroom,  were 
provided. 

Front  Door.  Outslde  doors  wero  of  oak,  more  especially 

the  front  door,  which  was  doable  sheathed, 
strong  and  durable,  sometimes  studded  with  huge  nails  or 
spikes,^  and  nearly  always  divided  horizontally.  Fastened 
by  stout  oaken  bars,  they  were  practically  impregnable 
against  the  assaults  of  the  savages.  Occasionally,  how- 
ever, they  managed  to  tomahawk  a  hole  sufficiently  large 
to  admit  a  giin-barrol,  but  seldom  are  they  reported  as 
having  demolished  a  door.  The  solid  wooden  latch  "vvas 
raised  from  without  by  a  hcaTy  cord  or  leathern  thong', 
thrust  through  an  aperture.  When  the  latch-string  was 
out  iriends  were  welcome,  when  it  was  withdi  iiwn,  enemies 
found  it  difficult  to  enter,  even  if  the  bars  were  not  in 
place. 

a^aaOog,  Shingles  were  used  some wlmt  when  t  Iw  town 

was  first  settled,  though  thatch-grass  was 
plenty  along  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut.  Houses  wei'e 
covered  with  thatch  in  the  neighboring  towns  of  Hatfield 
and  lladley,  as  late  as  1679.  Undoubtedly  the  first  houses 
built  in  Northampton  were  thatched,  and  it  is  very  proba- 
ble that  the  first  meeting  house  erected  here  was  covered 
with  the  same  material. 

piftzzaa  and  pftint    Little  nccd  cxlsted  for  the  modern  luxury 
equally  Unknown,        a  piazza  :  indeed  there  were  convincing 
reasons  against  any  siu-li  comforts.  They 
greatly  increased  the  danger  from  fire,  wlienever  any  little 
difficulty  with  the  Indiana  occurred,  and  the  sturdy  pio- 

1  There  is  a  tradition  that  eh«  old  hoase  wh!ch  etood  on  the  lot  on  PleaMBt StrMt, 
DMr the  present  location  of  the  brirk  house,  occupied  by  rhr-  i  ,tf  in  .  Graham,  wa« 
ptek«(t«d  during  tbe  Indian  wan,  and  tbat  a  heavy  oaken  door,  fliied  witk  spikea  to 
reriet  tlie  Tndtan  tomahawks,  with  the  date  1706  qpoa  it.  had  b«em  wan  on  tha  pram* 

Ipfs  v.if'il:i  til-?  memory  nf  y,err^iHiH  ><'i.'>-'.[itly  Uvlag.  This  V  as  undoubtedly  the  homo- 
8te*d  uf  Pre«errea  Clapp,  and  wat>  one  ct  the  houses  tortlfled,  at  the  omiiBiwieemeiit 
of  Qaeen  Anne's  War. 
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neers  had  scant  leisure  to  loiter  under  their  |)leasing  v«>iRf1*^, 
Paint  was  never  used  about  these  structures.  The  eaily 
settlers  did  not  cultivate  the  esthetic  faculty,  and  for  many 
years  found  no  employment  for  a  painter.  While  the  color- 
ing of  the  exterior  of  their  houses  was  speedily  accom- 
plished by  the  elements,  the  ornamentation  of  the  interior 
proceeded  as  rapidly  nnder  the  agency  of  smoke  from  the 
fii*eplace,  as  well  as  from  the  pine  torches  that  were  their 
first  candles. 

BwM.  In  such  pi  ain  hut  suhstanti  al  dwellings  lived 

the  first  generations  of  the  original  inhabi- 
tauts.  Near  by  stood  the  barn,  constructed  in  the  same 
durable  manner,  and  of  similar  materials.  (Jrdiiiarily  it 
was  placed  as  close  to  the  street  as  })Ossible.  soniotimes 
overstepping  the  boTindary  ;  being  built  wholly  within  the 
limits  of  the  highway  as  often  as  the  town  could  be  induced 
to  grant  land  therein  for  ''barn  spots."  The  offal  was 
thrown  directly  into  the  street,  which  was  simply  a  wide 
lane,  in  man}  places  bristling  with  tree  stumps,  between 
which  a  single  cart  track  found  its  sinuous  way. 

KtMhen  and  other   The  people  who  inhabited  these  struotures 
Fandtnre.         were  as  hardy  and  rugged  as  their  homes 
were  uncouth  and  comfortless.    In  these 
dwellings,  with  floors— innocent  of  carpets  except  among 

the  wealthier  cla.s?=ies— covered  occasionally  with  a  coating 
of  sand,  but  kept  always  clean  and  spotless  by  moans  of 
repeated  and  thorough  scrubbiugs,  thny  passed  the  laT£;-est 
part  of  their  toilsome  if  not  cheerless  lives.  In  sumraer 
these  houses  were  barely  endurable,  but  in  winter,  com- 
pared witli  modern  conveniences,  they  must  have  Ijeen  tor- 
ture houses  indeed.  Their  furniture  was  the  simplest,  and 
judged  by  the  standards  of  to-day,  the  most  uncomfortable 
of  its  kind.  In  the  kitchen,  which  was  also  the  living- 
room,  in  front  of  the  capacious  fireplace,  stood  the  long 
wooden  settle/'  with  its  straight  high  back ;  this  latter 
appendage  being  apparently  intended  as  a  shield  against  the 
cold  blasts  of  winter,  that  forced  their  way  through  every 
opening,  great  or  small.  A  few  chairs,  as  angular  and  ugly 
as  the  family  bench  before  the  fire,  stood  about.  In  one 
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corner  might  have  been  seen  the  spinning- wheel  and  reel, 
when  not  in  nse.  without  which  no  Itoiise  was  suitably 
furnished.  In  another  the  cupboard,  or  it  may  hv  a  handle 
of  candlewood.  Placed  against  one  wall  was  the  dresser, 
or  a  huge  wooden  chest,  sometimes  elaborately  carved,  un- 
less  the  space  should  be  needed  for  a  bed.  Near  the  center 
of  the  room,  or  possibly  pushed  back  against  the  wall,  was 
the  table,  under  which  were  the  "jointed  stools"  used  at 
meal  time.  Over  the  fireplace,  across  the  chimney  breast, 
as  high  as  a  maris  }iead,  was  the  narrow  shelf ,  called  t]i  > 
"  mantletree."  On  it  were  arranged  the  pewter  candle- 
sticks, maybe  the  candlewood  iron,  the  tinder-box,  and 
perchance  the  family  Bible,  or  such  other  books  as  were  in 
possession  of  the  household.  At  the  back  of  the  chimney, 
were  the  hooks  upon  which,  from  the  trammels,  hung  the 
pots  and  kettles  and  other  cooking  utensils,  before  the  crane 
came  into  general  use.  Against  the  jamb  of  the  fireplace 
leaned  the  shovel  and  tongs  and  possibly  the  long  handled 
**  peel "  or  shovel,  belonging  especially  to  the  oven.  In  one 
comer,  particularly  in  war  time,  stood  the  trusty  flint-lock 
musket.  In  more  peaceful  days  it  rested  on  hooks  above 
the  mantel. 

Furnisbing  of  one    III  the  parlor  was  usually  a  miscellaneous 

PMTkdr.  collection  of  many  thiners,  more  for  use 

than  ornament.  It  did  not  then  appear  to 
be  a  room  whose  sabred  precincts  were  to  be  invaded 
only  on  special  and  important  occa-sinns.  A  glimpse  at  the 
inventory  of  David  Wilton,  who  diet!  in  167^,  exhibits  the 
contents  of  one  parlor  in  those  early  days :  — 

**Bed  and  complete  funiitare,  viz.,  CortaiaeSO*:  mg^S*;  bknkets 
25* ;  sheets  95* :  2  bolsters,  3  pUIows,  corerlid :  all  £18. 0. 0.  Table  and 
fonr  joint  stools,  5  chairs  14';  Oarpet^  and  small  table  40*;  9caBhioii8 

^3* ;  %  scales  nnri  weights.  3  pair  steelyards  40*  t  4  weights  ;  WHitipum 
SO* ;  Lead  4* ;  2  juggs,  cupboard  30* ;  4  glasses  aud  earbhen  di^hea  and  B 
baskets  9* ;  powder  S* ;  band  irons,  lanthoan,  tougs,  lire  shovel  25*." 

B«d»MidB«ddin<.    Beds  were  plenty  everywhere.   They  were 

composed  of  feathers,  corn  busks,  and  of 
wool,  the  latter  being  called  **  flock  beds.''  **  Dust  beds"  are 
also  mentioned  in  many  inventories,  and  have  been  inter* 

1  Oarpab  wu  the  naoM  oidimilly  ffina  to  m  t»bl«-eoTer. 
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preted  to  meau  '*drest"  or  dressed  beds,  but  their  signifi- 
cance  is  uncertain.  Bolsters,  pillows  of  similar  material 
with  the  beds,  coverlids  and  blankets  abound.  Sheets, 
whether  of  linen  or  of  other  material  is  not  always  stated, 
were  nsually  found  in  profusion.  They  were  of  calico, 
wool,  cotton  called  linen,  and  were  sometimes  designated 
■as  Flaxen  and  coarse."  Much  Holland  sheeting  is  no- 
ticed, and  in  one  inventory  "9  negro  sheets"  are  named. 
In  Wilton's  inventory  twenty  four  pairs  of  sheets  are  men- 
tioned, and  in  others  there  always  seemed  to  bo  an  ani]ile 
supply.  In  every  enumeration  may  be  found  pillow 
beers"  (pillow -cases)  and  napkins.  Valences  for  beds  were 
not  unlmown,  but  bed  curtains  are  rare.  The  four  post 
canopied  bed  with  curtains,  seems  not  to  have  been  in  very 
general  use  in  this  part  of  New  England  in  the  eighteenth 
centxiry,  though  occasionally  one  is  mentioned. 

Tables  and  Table    Other  fumituie,  only  in  sufficient  quantity 
Farniture.        for  the  i*eal  needs  of  the  family,  was 
strongly  made,  but  of  coarse  texture,  and 
not  at  all  celebrated  for  graceful  proportions.   Tables  were 
I'ound,  square,  oblong  or  oval.    They  were  made  of  oak, 
rblack  walnut,  mahogany,  pine,  etc.  ;  hut  few  if  any  had 
folding  leaves.    F*:>rms  or  benches,  jointed  (folding,-)  stools, 
were  used  at  meal-timr's.  chairs  seldom.    Among  the  poorer 
classes  tables  had  usually  no  covering,  though  the  "  well- 
to-do  "  were  well  provided  with  table-cloths.  Napkins  seem 
to  have  been  one  of  the  essentials  of  housekeeping,  and  are 
found  in  every  family,  and  among  all  classes.   Some  were 
of  calico,  some  of  damask,  some  of  linen,  and  some  of 
**huckabuck.*^    These  conveniences  were  often  found  to 
'the  number  of  60,  80,  100,  and  125  to  a  family.   They  are 
seldom  named  in  inventories  from  1760  to  the  Revolution, 
though  "tea  napkins"  sometimes  appear.   With  the  ad- 
vent of  knives  and  forks,  napkins  gradually  went  out  of 
use.    When  people  ceased  to  cat  with  theii'  lingers,  napkins 
Wbi'e  uo  longer  deemed  indis])ensable. 

Tableware  of  all  kinds  was  made  largely  of  pewter,  more 
particularly  spoons,  cups,  basins,  dishes,  plates,  bowls, 
tankards,  porringers,  bottles,  tea-pots  and  cans.  Wood 


8 


HISTORY  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 

4 


also  entered  to  a  groat  extent  into  the  manufacture  of 
trenchers,  platens,  platters,  trays,  bowls,  cans  and  bottlee. 
Eaiihenware,  red  and  Inrown,  waA  mnch  used  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Pie  plates,  milk-pans, 
mngs,  bowls,  pitchers,  padding  dishee,  and  after  the  intro- 
dneticnof  tea,  tea-pots,  and  **tea  dishes,"  were  kept  in. 
stock  at  the  stores  or  sold  from  house  to  house,  by  peddlers* 
It  was  not  till  the  last  decade  of  the  centnry  that  crockery, 
blue  and  white.  (?rn/]iially  displaced  the  coarser  and  heavier- 
articles  of  table  furniture. 

Koirw  and  Forks.  Those  indispensable  articles  did  not  come- 
into  use  in  New  England  till  abont  the  open- 
ing of  til e  eighteenth  century,  and  many  years  ela|)sed  before 
they  found  their  way  into  the  households  of  farmers  in  the 
interior.  In  1707  no  forks  were  used  to  eat  with,  and 
knives  were  seldom  found  at  table,  although  the  latter  were 
much  employed  for  other  purposes.  They  did  not  become 
popular  for  twenty  years  or  more.  The  first  notice  of  salea 
of  them  in  this  town,  is  to  be  found  upon  the  account-books 
of  the  second  Joseph  Hawley.  In  1785,  in  the  inventory 
of  his  stock  of  merchandise,  were  many  knives,  apparently 
for  table  use,  but  no  forks,  though  for  a  number  of  years, 
previous  he  had  been  in  the  practice  of  ist  Uing  them.  He 
purchased  in  1726,  two  dozen  "women's  horn  spring 
knives."  His  sales  of  these  articles  were  quite  limited. 
After  1760,  they  became  much  more  common.  Timothy 
Dwight,  who  traded  here  for  a  long  time,  down  to  within, 
a  dozen  years  of  the  Revolution,  sold  them  in  sets  of  sax. 
each.  Some  persons,  who  evidently  could  afford  no  more^ 
bou^t  one-third  of  a  set,  others  one-half,  and  some  moro 
ambitious  or  better  able  financially,  purchased  an  entire 
set,  which  cost  them  6s.,  equal  to  one  dollar.  In  the  more 
wealthy  families,  silver  knives  and  forks  are  often  inven- 
toried, but  in  many  cases  they  were  only  silver  handled. 
Silver  knives  and  forks  were  found  in  the  inventory  of  Col. 
John  Stoddard,  who  died  in  1748.  His  father,  Rev.  Solo- 
mon Stoddard,  who  died  about  twenty  years  before,  had 
ten  knives  and  nine  forks,  but  they  were  of  the  ordinary 
kind. 
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Chairs  tad  SMta.  Chairs  were  classed  amoni?  the  luxuries.  A 
few  were  asually  found  in  every  house,  but 
they  were  heavy,  clumsy  articles,  neither  comfortable  to 
use,  nor  artistic  to  behold.  Forms,  benches,  stools,  all 
without  backs,  and  "settles"  were  the  most  common  seats. 
Occasionally  an  "arm-chair"  or  a  "great  chair,"  is  men> 
tioned,  bnt  that  modem  conyenience,  the  rocking-chair, 
seems  to  have  been  unknown.  At  least  such  chairs  were 
seldom  or  never  named  among  the  personal  belongings  of 
Xveople  in  "North am  pton.  Seats  witTi  haol^^s  were  not  in- 
tended for  rest,  so  much  as  for  protection  against  the  cold 
drafts  that  pervaded  the  best  constructed  tenements.  Flag, 
wicker  and  cane  seat  chairs ;  stuffed  and  leather  covered 
seats  came  in  later.  Many  cushions  and  coverings  for 
chairs  ai*e  noted,  but  apparently  they  were  for  ornament 
rather  than  use.  The  first  settlers  had  little  occasion  and 
lees  time  to  spend  lolling  in  cushioned  chairs. 

oooUns  nt«iisito.    Kitchen  utensils  for  cooking  purposes, 

which  are  now  of  tin  or  iron,  were  made  of 
brass  to  a  great  extent,  though  some  were  of  copper,  and 
occasionally  something  in  iron  micrh^  have  been  found.  An 
iron  pot  was  an  important  iiteut^ii  in  New  England,  and 
some  were  so  higlily  prized  as  to  descend  by  will  from  gen- 
eration to  generation.  But  pots  and  kettles,  pans  for  milk, 
for  baking,  for  stewing  and  other  purposes,  skillets,  skim- 
mers, porringers,  "  posints,'^  etc.,  were  all  of  brass.  In  one 
inventory  (not  in  Northampton,  however),  a  brass  gun  la 
named,  though  that  kind  of  implement  was  not  in  general 
use,  in  the  common  run  of  kitchens. 

Warminjr- Pans  ana  The  central  soiu'ce  of  warmth  in  these 
Foot-Stoves.  houses  was  the  blazing  fire  in  the  huge  fire- 
place, and  to  it  there  were  few  supplement- 
ary aids.  One  of  the  most  universal  of  them,  however, 
was  the  warming-pan.  It  was  truly  an  institution  of  "y* 
olden  tyme,"  made  of  brass  and  indispensable  in  every 
household.  Scarcely  an  inventory  can  be  found  upon  the 
probate  lecords,  in  which  one  or  more  of  them  is  not  cata- 
logued.  It  was  an  article  for  which  there  was  no  substi'- 
tute  in  the  cold  and  freezing  bedroom,  and  usually  it  was 
the  only  artificial  heat  ever  allowed  to  enter  there. 
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Closely  allied  in  usefulness  to  the  warmiiig-paii  was  the 
foot-stove,  but  there  are  xio  indications  that  its  use  was  by 
any  means  as  uniTeisaL  They  are  seldom  fotmd  in  the 
earlier  inventories,  though  they  were  for  many  years  the 
only  source  of  heat  in  the  meeting-honse.  Of  special  ser- 
vice as  a  Sunday  heater,  they  were  undoubtedly  of  no  in- 
significant value  in  every-day  life  at  the  farm-house. 

Olotbiiis.  As  substantial  \t}  textiirc  and  as  imcoutli  in 

shape  as  the  other  surroundings  of  tho  set- 
tler, was  the  clothing  lie  wore.  Much  of  it  was  of  doiiiestic 
manufacture,  made  from  the  wool  grown  upon  the  Farm,  or 
■from  the  liax  raised  in  the  meadows.  At  first  the}'  were 
spun,  woven  and  made  into  garments  by  the  inmates  of  the 
farm-house.  Weaving,  however,  soon  became  a  distinct 
trade,  and  those  who  carried  it  on  were  found  in  every  com- 
munity. It  was  customary  for  every  fanner  to  raise  an 
acre  or  more  of  flax,  which  was  usually  dressed  and  pre- 
pared for  the  loom  at  home. 

Ken's  Ckttmmts.  The  most  common  material  for  men's  every- 
day wear  was  serge,  a  mixture  of  eoltori  aud 
wool.  Knee-breeches,  with  long  stockings,  waistcoats, 
with  long  flaps,  aud  coats  short  and  long,  resembling  the 
dress-coat  of  modern  times,  are  everywliere  named. 
Breeches  were  fastened  at  the  knee,  sometimes  with 
buckles,  sometimes  with  ribbons,  and  often  with  a  simple 
band.  Rod  suits,  many  times  of  serge  or  more  costly  ma- 
terial, were  quite  popular,  and  there  are  few  inventories  in 
which  they  do  not  appear.  The  "  quality''  and  the  clergy 
wore  black  broadcloth.  Among  farmers  and  mechanics 
leather  garments  were  not  uncommon.  Comparatively  few 
had  leather  suits,  but  nearly  everybody  had  at  least  one 
pair  of  leather  breeches.  Stockings,  reaching  to  the  knee, 
were  an  important  article  of  male  attire.  Ordinarily  they 
were  made  ()f  wool  or  worsted,  but  among  the  wealthier 
classes  many  pairs  of  silk  are  noticed.  Trowses," 
"trowzes,"'  ''trouses,"  are  found  nearly  everywhere,  V)ut 
the  word  had  not  then  the  significance  of  to-day.  They 
were  evitientiy  loose  outer  garments  of  the  nature  of  over- 
alls, and  were  in  fact  intended  for  that  purpose.  Pantaloons 
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or  Irowsei-s  as  kiiowii  at  tlie'in-cseTit  day.  did  not  iisxii-p  the 
place  of  kuee-breeclies  and  stockings  till  after  tlie  opening 
of  the  nineteenth,  century.  Many  persons  had  doublets, 
wMcli  seem  to  have  been  a  loose  undergarment,  with  or 
TiHthout  sleeves,  gathered  at  the  waist,  and  ordinarily  worn 
under  the  coat.  This  garment  apparently  went  out  of  fash- 
ion before  1800,  and  was  abandoned  for  the  waistcoat. 
** Boot  hose"  are  frequently  enumerated.  They  were  cor- 
erings  for  the  legs,  to  protect  the  stockings  and  small- 
clothes, and  were  nsnally  -worn  by  horfsemen.  Bnvid  Wil- 
ton had  "doublets  and  drawer^; "  as  well  'Mioot  liose." 
The  drawers  were  simply  arnjtliev  name  for  overalls.  Fine 
shirts,  Holland  shirts,  calioo  shirts,  were  abundant. 
Checked  shirts,  made  of  wool  or  flax,  were  much  worn  in 
the  Connecticut  river  towns  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  In  Worcester  County,  white  shirts 
were  the  most  fashionable,  and  people  living  there  averred 
that  they  could  always  tell  Connecticut  river  men  by  their 
checked  shirts,  saying  tliat  they  wore  their  mother's  aprons 
for  shirts.  In  1768,  Benjamin  Tappan,  who  had  Just  re- 
moved to  Northampton,  was  much  impressed  by  the  num- 
ber of  checked  shirts  he  saw  in  the  meeting-honse  on  Sun- 
day.   All  the  men.  he  said,  liad  them  on  but  live  <>r  six. 

As  the  material  fc^r  these  garments*  was  nearly  all  made 
at  home,  the  morcliants  did  not  nsualh"  keep  much  cloth  in 
stock.  They  dealt  mainly  in  tiimmings,  silk,  twist,  but- 
tons and  linings.  Occasionally  a  few  yards  of  broadcloth 
would  be  puixihaaed  by  thrifty  farmers  or  mechanics,  but 
ordinarily  the  cloth  for  every-day  garments  was  not  to  be 
found  at  the  village  store. 

Men's  ciotiiiafT  Kearly  all  the  men's  clothing  was  made  up 
made  by  Seani-  \)y  \xnmPT\.  Few  tailors  could  he  found  in 
streasM.  ^^^^^      ^-^^  inland  towns.    Sometimes  tail- 

ors and  shoemakers  went  from  house  to  house.  They  wore 
newsmongers  as  well  as  artizans,  and  retailed  the  gossip  of 

1  For  &  coat,  veet  Mtd  breeches  about  three  and  one-half  yard*  of  broadcloth  were 

requlrer!  and  atiout  five  yards  of  knrss»y  or  nthei'  narrriwer  matetlaL    The  three  gap* 

meats  wexo  usnailj  made  from  the  same  or  sltaUat  cloth ;  no  vestlngswere  mauuCao- 
tand.  For  the  VMt  about  m  muoh  oloth  vac  used  a*  for  the  broeebee ;  it  ma  quite 

long  and  had  PTiormotis  flaps.  'Rttttons  were  of  brass  or  otiier  meta),  or  of  mohair  or 
silk.   An  ordinary  coat  re<iuired  u«u{dly  three  du%eu  buttoua,  tu  keep  it  in  proper 

4liApo,  and  ooouionally  room      found  tor  the  fourth  docen. 
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the  nei^hhorhood  or  the  news' of  the  day.  There  were  also 
itiiierant  tailoresses,  though  some  of  them  carried  on  th& 
business  at  their  own  homes.  They  plied  their  trade  in  dif  • 
ferent  families^  mnoh  as  do  the  dressmakers  of  the  present 
day.  Catherine  (Phelps),  wife  of  Simeon  Parsons^  carried 
on  the  tailoring  business  for  more  than  forty  years,  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Commonly  she 
employed  three  or  four  apprentices,  and  sometimes  more. 
Those  who  boarded  themselves  served  for  a  year;  if  she- 
boarded  them,  they,  worked  for  her  eighteen  months.  She 
made  garments  for  most  of  the  men  in  Northampton,  and 
for  many  in  other  towns.  Major  Hawley,  Major  Dwight^ 
Mr.  Stoddard,  and  a  few  others,  had  their  coats  made  in 
Boston,  but  their  vests  and  knee-breeches  were  made  by 
Mrs.  Parsons.  Her  price  for  coats  was  from  6s.  to  10s. ;  for 
breeches,  if  made  plain,  48. ;  but  if  more  elaborate,  she 
charged  6s.  For  making  Tests  her  charge  was  is.  Major 
Hawley  and  others  would  employ  her  to  turn  their  coats^ 
after  they  had  become  worn.  For  many  years  after  Mrs. 
Parsons  was  married,  in  1752,  there  was  no  tailor  in  town. 

wonan^iOuiiwKte.    The  every-day  dress  of  women,  like  that  of 

men,  was  of  homespun  material.  It  was. 
worn  and  re  worn,  perhaps  not  so  often  made  over  as  at  the 
present  day,  bat  the  goods  were  much  more  durable.  Linen 
and  woolen,  cotton  and  silk  were  used.  Almost  erery  one 
purchased  "speckled  calico,'*  but  ordinarily  not  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  for  dresses.  A  material  called  "garliz'" 
or  "garlet,'*  was  in  great  demand.  It  was  a  species  of 
linen,  indispensable  in  every  household.  **  Lockram  was 
mnch  used  by  both  sexes  for  undergarments,  before  people 
manufactured  cloth  of  flax  for  that  purpose.  **81esy*'' 
(silecia)  was  another  kind  of  cloth  mucli  in  use.  The  fash- 
ions were  plain,  and  the  dresses  wore  intended  for  service 
rather  than  show.  There  was  always  a  dress  for  Sunday 
of  blotter  material  and  mone  fashionable  cut  than  the  work- 
ing-day garments.  It  was  preserved  with  groat  care  for 
many  years  and  sometimes  for  more  than  one  generation. 
Women  bought  many  things  of  the  merchants,  but  very 
few  dress-goods.  Most  of  the  material  used  for  gowns  and 
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iiiulerg-arments  was  made  at  home.  It  was  coarse  and 
heavy,  but  well  made  and  substantial.  The  trimmings 
were  of  the  greatest  imx>ortaiice,  and  theee  wiih.  aprons, 
^'scarves,"  hoods,  stays,  tend  articles  of  neckwear  were 
purchased  at  the  stores.  Apparently  everyone  was  her 
own  dressmaker,  and  though  there  may  have  been  sewers 
who  made  themselves  useful  throughout  the  town,  dress- 
making establishments  did  not  flonrish  in  the  country.  No 
bonnets  seem  to  have  been  sold  in  those  days,  milliners 
were  unknown,  and  the  traders  dealt  in  nothing  that  is 
named  as  belonging  to  the  head,  except  lioods,  and  very  lit- 
tle for  the  feet.  Some  bought  hats  at  the  hatters,  and 
others,  ho(xis,  coifs,  etc.,  of  tJie  storekeepers.  The  shoe- 
makers made  all  the  shoes,  the  ladies  knit  their  own,  as 
well  as  the  family  stockings  and  mittens,  and  manufaC' 
tuied  most  of  their  own  head-gear.  * 

AGirrssettfnuOnt.   MindweU,  daughter  of  John  Lyman  of 

Northampton,  married  John  Montague 
Jr.,  of  Hadley,  in  171^.  She  had  for  her  setting  out"  tILe 
following  articles : — 


7  obairs,  and  one  great  chair  .... 

0.16.6 

Pillion  and  PfUion  Cloth  ..... 

0.06.0 

Spinning  Wheel,  flyers.  &  Spindle  &  qnlU  . 

0.06.0 

Pr  Andirons  16*.  Slice  and  tongs  II*  . 

1.06.0 

Trammel  4»,  Warming  Pan  16"         ,        .  . 

1.00.0 

Frying  pan  6*,  Iron  Kettle  11*  .... 

0.17.0 

Iron  Pot  14*,  Brass  Kettle  68*  . 

4.0d.O 

7  pewter  platters  45*         ....  , 

3.06.0 

6  pewter  plates  7-  6'\  Tin  pan  3'  6'^  . 

0.11.0 

^  BasQUs,  bait  cellar,  7  porringers  draju  cup  and  ten 

tumblers  .*««.. 

0.12.0 

Chamber  pot  4*t  Beer  qt.  pot  7*  4',  and  9  alohrany 

spoons  7*  4^  .                  .         ,         ,  . 

0.11.4  810 

'2  liras.''  (skillete  with  frames         ...  * 

0.10.0 

Box  and  irons  5'     Candlestick  1*  . 

0.06.6 

Vinegar  BarOien  jug  &  other  Earthen  . 

0.06.0 

1  Women  did  much  nMdIewMk  outside  ut  tbelr  own  tunlUes.  They  madiegw- 
menti  of  kind*  for  men,  -wonioii  and  ohildren.  Eaviy  In  the  last  o«ntiuy  the  ftver- 
«g9  prioe  for  making  n  gown  was  8e.  6d.,  thonRh  a  erape  gown  cost  4s.,  -while  one  of  a 
moxe  ordinary  kind  CO^t  but  la.  6d. ;  for  making  stays  58.  6d.  was  charged  ;  for  a  pair 

Of  leather  breeohee,  6a. ;  tor  a  ooat  and  jaeket^  Sa.  Od. ;  Unen  breeobeih  Sa.  6d.  Sam* 
nel  Pomeroy  Jr.,  waa  a  tailor  In  ITKi  Ha  eat  and  made  men^a  gnenienta  and  waa 
called  "  Stitcher  Pomeroy.'' 
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2  wooden  bowls,  8  di<!hf)s  3  platters  &  10  trenchers 

0.04.a 

CnplKmrd  60%  carved  chest  30*     .         .         .  . 

4.10.0 

Fiaiti  chest  5%  Table  ia»         .         .         .  . 

0.17.0 

Looldiig  glass  &  drinkiBg  glaflB  .        .        .  . 

0.0S.0 

Trunk  6%  4  Cnahona  6»  .... 

0.12.0 

Feather  bed,  bolster,  pillows  &  hecrs 

6.00.0 

OoTerllds  60*,  Cortaiiis  &  Valence  4ti' 

5.00.0  sie 

4  lira.  pUlow  bavfl,  6  naj^ms,  2  table  cloths,  8  towels 

A  a  enplNMad  cloth    .        .        .        .  . 

1.08.0 

llshsetoOS*  

4.16.0 

87.08.0** 


CHAPTER  II. 


FATHER  BILB's  WAR. 

Aiioth«rVarcioiui  Aftbr  an  interval  of  peace,  lasting  some- 
Darkens  the  Hori-  thing  less  than  ten  years,  another  Indian 
war  broke  out  in  the  eastern  section  of  the 
colony.  During  that  brief  period  the  towns  scattered  along 
the  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  recoyered  from  the  disasters 
of  former  conflicts,  and  became  thrifty  and  prosperous. 
The  twice  abandoned  town  of  Northfield  had  been  perma- 
nently  reoccnpiod,  Deerfield'had  g^roatly  increased  in  wealth. 
ai:id  population,  and  a  new  settlement  had  bean  commenced 
at  iSwampileld  (Sunderland). 

BngiaTid  and  Prance  The  foui'th  conllict  with  the  ludiaiis.  kiiown 
Dot  engaged  in  as  Father  Rale's  war.  was  not  an  interna- 
tional  conflict.  In  it  England  and  France 
took  no  active  part.  Massachnsetts  and  New  Hampshire 
only  were  engaged  in  hostilities  with  the  tribes  inhabiting 
what  is  now  the  State  of  Maine.  The  Indians  with  whom 
it  was  waged,  while  not  openly  aided  by  the  French  in 
Canada,  were  secretly  encouraged  by  the  government  of 
that  country.  Though  active  hostilities  were  in  progress 
but  four  years,  and  though  the  principal  battle-ground  was 
in  the  far  eastern  section  of  the  province,  there  was  uni- 
versal alarm  along  the  western  frontier,  and  the  valley 
towns  were  in  a  state  of  constant  tropidati^'m.  While  little 
actual  bloodshed  occurred  in  this  section,  there  w^re  occa- 
sional inroads,  and  uninterrupted  vigilance  and  circum- 
spection were  demanded.  Anything  more  than  a  brief 
summary  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  rupture  is  unnec- 
essary in  liiis  connection. 
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*Fh«  Ab«itBlci  In.    By  the  treaty  of  Utrooht,  Acadia  and  Nova 
^"b      j*T  came  into  the  posseeeioii  of  Gieat 

oitB^ to^^opiMM  Britain.  But  the  Abenaki  Indians,  inhabi- 
tiM  Bnsiiab.  f^ng  that  territory,  dispnted  the  claims  of 
the  English,  when  the  latter  began  to  repeople  the  aban- 
doned settlements  and  establish  new  ones.  The  red  men 
could  not  understand  how  their  allies  could  have  reUn- 
•  qiiished  the  country  to  their  common  enemies.  Appealing 
to  the  French  in  Canada  to  ascertain  if  the  country  had 
changed  owners,  they  were  enconraged  to  rpsi«t  the  ad- 
vance of  the  English,  and  claim  proprietorship  m  the  noil. 
The  bouiiJaries  of  these  two  provinces  had  not  been  clear- 
ly define^,  and  a  controversy  arose  concerning  them.  Hav- 
ing been  advised  that  the  treaty  with  the  English  made  no 
mention  of  their  territory,  the  Abenakis  decided  to  resist 
any  further  occupancy  of  their  hunting-grounds.  For 
more  than  twenty-five  years  missions  had  been  established 
by  the  Jesuits  among  these  tribes,  by  means  of  which  they 
obtained  a  powerful  ascendency  over  the  Indians.  Most 
conspicuous  among  these  institutions  was  that  of  Father 
Bdle,  and  it  was  owing  mainly  to  his  influence  that  the 
Abenakis  were  constrained  to  oppose  the  further  intrusion 
of  the  English.  An  attempt  was  made  to  establish  a  Prot- 
estant mission,  in  order  to  counteract  in  some  degree  the 
inlluenee  of  ihf  Catholics,  bnt  it  met  with  no  success,  mtkI 
on  its  final  abaiidvJiiment,  left  but  an  intensified  bitterness 
of  feeling  that  only  paved  the  way  for  future  hostilities. 

wm  D»eiMwL       Oov.  Shute,  in  1717,  negotiated  a  satisfac- 
tory treaty  with  the  Abenakis,  which  was 
observed  for  three  years.   But  when  on  the  death  of  the 

old  chief,  he  attempted  to  renew  it,  he  was  thwarted  by 
Jesuit  influence.   Finding  that  it  was  impossible,  owing  to 

the  instructions  of  Father  Tttle,  to  carry  on  further  nego- 
tiations, Gov.  Shiite,  in  Dec.  1721,  sent  an  armed  force  to 
capture  the  priest.  Having  been  notified  of  its  approach, 
the  latter  fled  to  the  woods.  His  papers  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  English,  and  his  perfidy,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Canada,  already  suspected,  was  amply  confirmed. 
In  June  following,  the  Indians,  under  instructions  from 
Father  Bdle,  went  on  the  war-path,  captured  a  number  of 
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persons  near  Merry  Meeting  Bay,  and  burned  the  town  of 
Brunswick.  During  this  time  negotiations  for  a  settlement 
of  those  trouLlos  were  iu  progress  with  Yaudreuil,  Gov,  of 
Canada;  hut  while  apparently  friendly  towards  Hassachu- 
•setts,  he  adroitly  managed  to  foil  them  alL  It  was  in  con- 
nection with  this  service  that  Joseph  Kellogg  and  Thomas 
Baker  visited  Canada,  <  as  hearers  of  dispatches.  Though 
hostile  acts  had  been  performed  by  both  parties,  no  formal 
declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  the  govomment  of  Massa- 
chusetts was  made  till  July,  1722.  At  the  same  time  a 
bounty  of  £15.  which  was  soon  after  increased  to  £100,  was 
offered  for  eA'oi-y  Indian  scalp  detained.  A  body  of  Eng- 
lish troops  was  at  once  dispatched  to  the  scene  of  opera- 
tions, and  the  Abenakis  were  reinforced  by  nearly  200  In- 
dians sent  from  Canada. 

Commanders  iu  The  Immediate  theater  of  the  war  was 
Hampshire  Goanty.  remote  from  this  sectlou  of  the  Province, 
but  it  was  uncertain  how  soon  a  horde  of 
4savages  might  invade  the  Hampshire  villages.  Prepara- 
tions for  the  defence  of  the  valley  towns  were  promptly 
begun.  Col.  John  Stoddard  was  second  in  command  in 
the  county,  under  the  venerable  Col.  Samuel  Partridge  of 
Hatfield,  then  iu  his  77'^  year.  Capt.  Samuel  Barnard  of 
Deerfield,  with  ninety  men  garrisoned  the  towns  of  North- 
field  and  Deerfield.  His  company  contained  sixteen  men 
froTi!  N(^i'tiiampton.  and  was  in  the  service  from  July  to 
November.  Botli  towns  were  put  iu  a  good  posture  for 
defence,  and  scouts  were  sent  up  the  Connecticut  River, 
-eastward  to  the  great  Moiiaduock,  and  acroi^s  the  Ashuelot 
and  Contocook  Rivers.  No  enemy,  however,  appeared  dur- 
ing that  year. 

Attempts  to  Nego-  When  it  becamo  known  that  Yaudreuil  was 
tiate  with  the  giving  onoouragement  to  the  eastern  In- 
an  a  n  osB.  ^^^^  fears  Were  entertained  lest  the  tribes 
in  Canada,  influenced  by  the  French,  should  declare  war 
and  attack  the  western  towns.  Attempts  were  made  to 
form  treaties  of  neutrality  with  them,  but  without  success, 
for  the  French  had  already  arrayed  them  against  the  Eng- 

1  8«e  ToL  1,  p.  4Mk 
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lish.  It  waa  considered  of  the  first  importance  to  conciliate* 
the  Indian  nations,  and  either  to  seonre  their  alliance  or  a 
pledge  from  them  to  observe  strict  neutrality.  Commis- 
sioners were  sent  to  negotiate  with  the  Five  Nations  in 
1731,  Ool.  Stoddard  being  one  of  them.  A  propositioa 
was  entertained  for  a  conference  with- a  delegation  from  the> 
Indian  nations  to  be  held  at  Deerfield,  but  it  w  n  ^  not  carried 
out.  Negotiations  were  resumed  in  the  fall  oi'  the  follow- 
ing year,  which  resulted  in  an  Indian  dflniration  being  sent 
to  Boston  in  All impt.  1723.  But  no  an  aiiL^^pment  could  be 
made  with  the  red  men.  While  prof  (vising-  friendship,  and 
eagerly  accepting  the  present:-  MiTriod,  tlioy  were  averse  to- 
joining  in  open  hostilities,  though  permission  was  granted 
to  theii-  young  men  to  take  service  with  the  English  on 
their  own  responsibility.  It  was  feared  that  the  Canada 
Indians,  piqued  by  these  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
white  men,  would  at  once  swoop  down  npon  the  river 
settlements. 

Gnu  Look  AppeuB.    These  forebodings  were  in  a  measure  real- 

ized  when  Gvny  Lock,  with  four  compan- 
ions, appeared  on  the  northern  frontiers  ahout  the  middle 
of  August.  Two  men  were  killnd  at  Northfield,  three  at 
Kutland,  and  two  others  captured.  In  the  latter  encoun- 
ter, one  of  the  Indians  was  shot  and  another  wounded. 
The  marauders  fled  to  Canada  w  lih  their  prisoners,  both  of 
whom,  were  subsequently  redeemed.  Gray  Lock  was  ono 
of  the  chieftains  with  whom  an  alliance  had  been  sought. 

Cftvairy  Otderad     At  this  time  there  were  two  companies  of 
on  Duty.  cavalry  in  Hampshire  County,  one  under 

the  command  of  Capt.  Henry  Dwight  of 
Hatfield,  and  the  other  comTuauded  by  Capt.  Adijah  Dewey 

of  Westfield.  Capt.  Dewey  was  ordered  by  Col.  Partridge, 
on  the  :^0'^  of  August,  to  Tnari  h  to  the  upper  towns  with 
his  company,  to  serve  fourteen  days,  "scouting  and  repair- 
ing to  the  places  of  most  danger,"  He  was  then  to  he  re- 
lieved by  Capt.  Dwight's  company,  and  they  were  to  serve, 
relieving  each  other  every  two  weeks,  for  a  campaign  of 
eight  weeks.  Intelligence  was  received  from  Albany  that 
a  body  of  fifty  Indians  had  crossed  the  lake,  September  1**, 
with  the  intention  of  attacking  the  frontier  towns.  On  the 
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11*"  of  October  Capt.  Dewey  was  ordered  to  marcli  forth^ 
with  to  Beerfield,  send  one  half  his  company  to  Northfield 
to  guard  the  people  while  gathering  their  harvest,  and  to 
range  and  scout  the  woods  to  the  northwest. 

Amm.1%  on  Horth-  Thoso  orders  came  too  late ;  the  enemy  were 
at  their  "bloody  work  before  the  troops 
received  tbem.  On  the  0'^^  tbe  Indians 
assaulted  a  party  of  men  at  work  iu  the  Nortlifield  mead- 
ows. One  man  was  killed,  two  were  wounded,  and  a  third, 
Samuel  Dickinson,  captnT-ed  ;uid  taken  tu  Canada.  He  had 
been  previously  taken  prisoner  at  Hatfield.  Iu  June  of  the 
following  year  he  was  redeemed,  and  returned  to  Deerfield, 
bringing  important  information  concerning  the  moyements 
of  the  enemy.  After  this  alarm  a  company  of  Connecticut 
troops  was  on  duty  at  Northfield  four  weeks.  In  Novem- 
ber the  Gteneral  Court  ordered  that  a  company  of  forty  men 
b1  111  1 1)6  enlisted,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Joseph  Kellogg,  who  was  commissioned  as  its  Captain. 
This  company  remained  at  Korthfield  during  the  winter. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Capt.  Benjamin  Wright,  whose  exploits 
Wxight  o«era  form  a  brilliant  page  in  the  history  of  his 
time  (being  then  a  resident  of  Northfield), 
proffered  his  services  to  the  government,  asking  the  lib- 
erty of  commanding  forty  or  fifty  men  to  go  on  the  track 
of  this  army,  which  came  to  Northfield,  as  far  as  Otter 
Creek,  and  then  round  to  White  River  and  home  by  Con- 
necticut River."  Col.  Stoddard,  about  this  time,  suggested 
that  an  expedition  to  St.  Francis,  the  headquarters  of  the 
Canada  Indians,  -would  be  of  great  service,  and  that  four 
hundred  men  would  be  sufficient.  But  "  as  the  winter  was 
far  advanced/'  it  was  not  thought  "hest  to  attempt  the 
march,  but  of  service  to  send  forty  or  fifty  men  to  Otter 
Cieek  and  White  River."  Nothing,  however,  was  done  at 
this  time. 

A  Bi<Mkh<nu«  Bnilt  When  affair^  became  serious  and  threaten- 
above  Northfield.    ing^  the  authorities  decided  to  construct 
a  blockhouse  above  Northfield,  and  there 
maintain  a  garrison,  for  the  purpose  of  scouting  along  the 
frontier,  and  giving  seasonable  warning  of  the  approach  of 
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im  enemy.  Authorized  by  the  Legislature  on  the  il7^^  of 
December,  17:^3,  it  was  built  on  "  Equiyalent  Lands''  in  the 
town  of  Brattleboro,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Connecticut 
River,  on  what  is  now  known  as  "Brooks  Farm."*  Col. 
Stoddard  was  ordered  to  superintend  the  building  of  the 
fort.  In  February,  172^,  he  writes  that  he  had  committed 
the  work  to  Lieut.  Timothy  Dwight  of  Northampton,  who 
had  under  him  a  detail  of  "4  carpenters,  13  soldiers  with 
narrow  axes,  and  2  teams."  The  structure  was  built  of 
yellow  pine  logs,  hewn  and  laid  np  after  the  manner  of  an 
ordinary  lot-':  hoTisp.  This  blockhonse  was  about  one  hun- 
dred eighty  feet  square,  houses  being  built  against  the 
walls,  leaving  the  center  open  and  unobstructeil,  for  a 
parade-ground. 

Opposition  to  the    Allusions  in  the  correspondence  of  Col. 

BuiidinK'  at  the  Stoddard,  indicate  that  there  was  consid- 
erable  opposition  in  Northampton,  if  not  m 
other  places,  to  the  establishment  of  this  fort.  In  Novem- 
ber, Col.  Stoddard  writes,  "Many  find  fault  with  it  (the 
blockhouse),  some  out  of  ignorance,  and  more  out  of  per- 
verseness."  The  opposition,  howerer,  amounted  to  but  lit- 
tle, and  was  not  long  continued.  It  had  some  effect  upon 
the  political  fortunes  of  Col.  Stoddard,  and  contributed 
largely  to  his  defeat  in  the  contest  for  representative  in  tliat 
year,  though  dissatisfaction  with  the  Sewer  Commission, 
already  noted,-  had  perhaps  as  great  an  influence.  The 
fort  was  of  great  value  during  the  war,  and  served  an  ex- 
cellent purpose.  Col.  Stoddard  frequently  alludes  to  its 
utility.  Writing  to  Qov.  Dummer,  in  August,  he  says  : — 
**  No  party  of  the  enemy  hath  passed  the  fort  without  being 
discovered,  which  has  been  the  means  of  preserving  many 
lives."  For  some  time  after  its  erection  it  was  known  as 
the  "Blockhouse,"  but  was  afterwards  named  **Fort 
Bummer,"  by  Capt.  DAvight,  in  honor  of  the  then  acting 
Grovernor  of  the  Province.  Capt.  Dwight,  with  a  companj'' 
of  fifty-five  men.  held  command  of  the  fort  during  the 
war.  According  to  his  report,  its  cost  in  labor  and  mate- 
rials waf  £^^66.4.1. 

1  Sheldon^  Hlatoir  of  D*»ilI«Idf  vol.  1,  p.  40r. 
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Utxtt.  SMkri,  Chap-  hen  Capt.  Dwight  was  ordered  to  build 
lain  D&niel  ^ud  garrison  tlie  blockhonse,  he  selected 
^*****  for  liis  secoud  m  comniaiid  Lieut.  Eiisha 

Searl,  who  when  a  boy,  had  heen  captured  by  the  Indians 
at  Pascommuck,  carried  to  Canada,  and  afterwards  re- 
turned. 1  Col.  Stoddard  thus  endorses  him :  "  He  is  now  a 
Sergeant  under  Capt.  Kellogg ;  was  put  in  at  the  request  of 
the  assembly,  on  his  return  from  Canada,  where  he  had 
long  been  a  prisoner.  He  seems  to  be  a  discreet  and  care- 
ful  man."  Capt.  Dwight  had  not  long  been  on  duty  at  the 
new  fort,  before  he  applied  for  a  Chaplain.  He  writes : 
*'We  shall  lead  a  heathenish  life,  nnless  a  complain  he 
allowed"  them.  Consequently,  in  July  his  request  was 
granted  by  the  a|)poiritTnent  of  Daniel  Dwight^  of  North- 
ampton, who  served  two  years.  His  salary  was  £100.  The 
muster-roll  of  Capt.  Dwiglit'.'^  coiDpaiiy  contains  the  iiauitJS 
of  but  three  Northaniptou  men,  Captain,  Lieutenant,  and 
Chaplain. 

Col.  Stoddard  suR-  In  March,  Col.  Stoddard  reiterated  the  pro- 
gesta  the  am  ot  posal  of  his  father,  made  twenty  years  be- 
fore,'  that  dogs  shonld  be  used  in  the  pur- 
suit of  Indians.  Another  twenty  years  passed,  however, 
before  the  suggestion  was  carried  into  efl'ect  in  this  vicini- 
ty. In  a  Intter  dated  Northampton,  March  27*",  1724,  CoL 
Stod d a r d  w  rites :  — 

''If  the  Indians  do  not  join  us  shortly,  it  will  be  best  that  a  number 
of  good  dogs  be  provided,  which  I  bope  may  near  u  well  answer  our 
design,  for  I  think  they  may  be  instructed  to  pursue  an  enemy,  and  if 
tlu^  should  kill  an  Indian  it  will  morn  affeotnilly  prevent  their  coming 
than  the  killing  of  20  in  any  other  waj." 

Indians  to  serre  In  Fort  Dummer  was  an  ontpoet,  headquarters 
the  Fort.  of  observation,  from  which  scouting  parties 

were  sent  in  all  directions,  and  as  Indians 
were  thought  to  he  expert  in  such  business,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  engage  them  for  service  there.  Capt.  Kellogg  was 
sent  to  Albany  to  enlist  them,  but  few  only  were  obtained, 
and  those  who  were  employed  were  careful  to  absent  them- 
selves when  any  lighting  was  to  be  done. 

1  Vol  X,  p.  496. 

9  Daolel  Dwight  mw  the  third  eon  of  Nathaniel  Dwight  of  Morthampton.  and  was 
afterwatda  a  mlnlater  at  Charleitown,  S.  0. 
S  Vol.1,  p.  «7. 
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dairiaona  in  North-  Ganisonij,  coinposed  largely  of  men  from 
Hold  and  D«er-  tj^e  valley  towns,  were  kept  constfuitly  in 
Northfield  and  Deerfield.  Capt.  Kellogg 
was  in  command  there,  his  lientenant  being  John  Pom- 
ero7  of  Northampton.  The  utmost  Tigilance  was  required 
to  ward  off  threatened  danger.  Reports  that  bands  of  In- 
dians were  seen  in  various  directions,  were  frequent,  and 
traces  of  them  were  everywhere  visible. 

DiaMteratHAtfleld.    Gray  Lock,  who  had  returned  to  tlic  scene 

of  his  former  exploit,  made  an  attack  on 
the  18^''  of  June,  upon  a  party  of  men  who  were  hayiii^: 
about  three  miles  above  Hatfield.  Benjamin  Smith  was 
killed  and  Aaron  Wells  and  Joseph  AUis  taken  captive. 
The  savages  also  killed  two  oxen  in  one  of  the  farm  wagons 
and  disappeared  as  suddenly  as  they  came.  Col.  Partridge 
immediately  sent  out  men  in  different  directions  in  pursuit, 
but  as  usual,  the  enemy  escaped.  Joseph  Allis  was  killed 
the  next  day,  and  a  detachment  of  twenty-one  men,  in  addi« 
tion  to  those  already  ordered  out,  started  for  Otter  Creek. 
It  was  commanded  by  Sergt.  Joseph  Clesson  and  Joseph 
Wait,  both  of  whom  were  Northampton  men.  They  suf- 
fered tJ'reatly  in  their  hurrifd  and  hazardous  pursuit. 
When  they  started  "they  were  Lnsly  &  in  good  plight- 
Effective  men;"  when  they  retnin(»d  they  were  "much 
emaciated  &  their  feet  so  Swolen  and  galled  that  they  could 
scarce  Travel."  Gray  Lock  spent  the  summer  hovering 
about  the  settlements,  and  succeeded  in  killing  several  men 
in  different  towns.  His  headquarters  were  at  Missisquoi 
Bay,  just  above  the  Vermont  line  in  Canada. 

sowoitj  ot  Men.  The  necessity  for  constant  scouting  so  de- 
pleted the  settlements  of  men  that  there 
were  not  enough  left  to  carry  on  tlie  f  nRt  iinary  work  and 
do  {^iiard-duty.  The  need  of  axhliticnjai  soldiers  in  every 
town  was  most  conclusively  shown  by  the  above  attack. 
On  this  point  Col.  Partridge  writes  :  — 

"Our  To\v7is  all  the  day  are  so  emptied  of  men  that  we  axe  very 
modi  expoaed  &  the  Enemy  seem  to  shape  there  conrse  upon  the  lower 
Towns  and  our  men  abroad  at  their  work  in  a  moments  tyme  may  be 
flhot  down  befoire  anytiiing  can  be  seen  who  it  is  that  doth  it.** 
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In  tliis  connection  Joseph  Hawley  writes  from  North- 
ampton to  Col.  Partridge^  suggesting  that  this  and  other 
towns  should  have  eight  or  ten  men  to  soont  and  do  guard 
duty,  and  that  stores,  especially  Indian  shoes  and  "  biscake/' 
should  be  provided  in  each  town. 

An  indisn  Ambus-  Traces  of  a  party  of  Indians,  to  the  inniiher 
of  forty,  were  tiiscovorod  on  the  east  side  of. 
Coniiecticut  River,  in  June.  Cui.  Partridge 
ordered  out  forty  men  frriin  Northampton,  Hadley.  and 
Hatfield  to  follow  the  enemy  and  protect  Sunderland. 
Another  detachment  led  by  Capt.  Wells,  went  from  Deer- 
^eld,  on  the  same  errand.  Neither  party  discovered  any 
Indians  and  it  was  believed  that  the  savages  had  fled.  As 
the  men  from  Deerfield  were  returning  in  fancied  security, 
the  leading  file  was  fired  upon  by  Indians  In  ambuscade, 
about  three  miles  above  that  place,  and  Bbenezer  Bheldon^ 
of  Northampton,  Thomas  Colton  and  Jeremiah  English,  a 
friendly  Indian,  were  killed.  TTie  soldiers  immediately 
■charged  ny)Oii  llie  enemy,  as  they. were  scalping  the  shiin, 
but  they  fled  into  tlie  woods  and  escaped,  tiiougli  })riskly 
pursued.  Ten  packs  were  recovered,  and  it  was  afterwards 
ascertained  that  two  of  the  Indians  died  of  their  wounds. 
Sbenezer  Sheldon  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer,  and  grandson 
of  Isaac  Sheldon,  the  first  of  the  name  who  settled  in 
Northampton.  He  was  about  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
and  a  member  of  the  military  company  stationed  at  Deer- 
field. 

Vrochunarum  against  Whilo  these  bloody  tragedies  were  in  pro- 
seiung  Liquor  to  gress.  while  it  was  uncertain  wliether  the 
the  ttdiaos.  crops   uyion  which  the  inlialntaiits  de- 

pended for  their  subsistence  could  be  gatliered,  while  the 
government,  was  straining  every  nerve  to  conciliate  the 
western  tribes,  and  treat  with  those  in  Canada,  sending 
-them  thousands  of  pounds  in  presents,  while  soldiers  were 
scarce,  and  the  air  was  thick  with  rumors  of  hostile  inva- 

1  These  is  a  tradition  in  the  Sheldon  family  that  Ebenezer  was  killed  tj  a 
liatobet  thrown  hy  one  o(  the  enemy,  -which  staok  In  hie  eknll ;  that  he  wore  sllTer 
«boe  bueklee,  whleh  m  Indiaii  was  trying  to  get  off  when  interrupted  by  the  Are  of 

Ctipt.  WellH.  Thii  hufkles  wore  bent  in  tha  »tt»»mpi,  but  uot  secured.  The  hatchet 
mad  the  buckles  -wdse  loug  kept  in  the  Sheldon  fauUy  at  llorthampton,  as  memen- 
tloea  of  that  bloody  day  .'■^—Sheldon*!  Bietory  of  Deerfleld,  toL  1,  p.  481. 
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m.on,  there  were  men  living  within  the  sound  of  the  gun& 
that  killed  their  neighbors  and  friends,  so  lost  to  all  sense 
of  honor  and  x>atriotisin,  aa  to  furnish  fire-water  to  the  In- 
dians, receiving  for  it  in  many  instances,  the  very  gifts, 
which  the  government  had'  just  presented  to  them.  So 
pronounced  harl  this  evil  "become  that  Lieut.  Gov.  Dum- 
mer.  in  June,  was  forced  to  issue  his  proclamation  against 
the  nefarious  practice.    He  says  :  — 

"Divers  evil  minded  persons,  especially  in  Hampshire  County,  for 
the  sake  of  lncre»  have  tal^  and  received  arms,  ammnnition,  clothing 
and  provisions  of  divers  indians  of  fhe  6  mtticnis  for  strong  drink*  8<dd 
to  them  contrary  to  law,"  and  warns  them  not  to  oontinne  the  evil 
practice. 

Aid  Solicited  from  Bomors  from  Canada  of  the  dep^ure  of 
Goaneotioat.  seven  hundred  Indians  in  small  squads  to 
slay  and  pillage  in  New  England,  added 
greatly  to  the  alarm  in  the  valley,  and  upon  their  con£rma> 
tion  an  appeal  was  made  to  Connecticut  for  reinforcements. 
Gov.  Saltonstall  sent  up  Capt.  Goodrich  with  seventy-five 
men,  Capt.  Walter  Butler  with  thirty  men,  and  a  company 
of  forty-two  Tnrlians.  The  first  named  company  and  tho 
IndifiTis  remained  only  a  short  time,  but  Capt.  Butler  and 
his  command  stayed  till  October.  . 

coBf«ceaoe  with  tbe  Ool.  Stoddard  and  Col.  8chuyler,  appointed 
FiT«  Nations.  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  were  in  confer- 
ence with  them  for  several  months.  Capt. 
Kellogg  acted  as  interpreter,  and  in  company  with  Capt. 
Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  of  Northampton,  who  had  been  ap^ 
pointed  one  of  the  commissioners,  went  to  Albany  in  the 
latter  part,  of  May.  Negotiations  were  continued  during 
the  month  of  Juno,  and  on  the  3*  of  July,  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  concluded  with  the  Cantwla  Indians,  and  a  covenant 
made  with  the  Five  Nations,  The  latter  undertook  to  per- 
suade the  eastern  Indians  to  treat  for  peace,  and  in  cas» 
tliey  refused,  agreed  to  compel  them  to  do  so  by  force  of 
arms.  This  arrangement,  like  so  many  others  entered  into 
with  the  red  men,  was  of  no  especial  value.  The  Five 
Nations  did  not  succeed  in  intimidating  the  Abenakis,  who 
refused  to  make  peace  with  the  English  till  their  landa 
were  restored  to  them  and  their  hostages  returned. 
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Express  Messengers  Official  commuiiicatioii  betwedn  the  extrem- 
•ndCouHen.  i^ies  of  the  Ck)iiiiiionwealth  was  made  hy 
means  of  posts,  express  riders  or-  couriers, 
always  on  horseback.  This  was  toilsome  and  difficult  in 
the  best  of  times,  but  positively  dangerous  when  the  In- 
dians were  hostile.  Yet  there  were  hardy  and  courageous 
men  constantly  employed  in  {h\?  duty,  most  of  whom,  even 
when  the  peril  was  greatest,  went  alone.  Particularly  dur- 
ing- the  wars  were  the  services  of  these  inen  irnportant  and 
valuahle.  They  made  most  excellent  time,  almost  marvel- 
ous, when  the  state  o'l  tlie  country  is  taken  into  account. 
!^^ot  only  was  the  way  beset  with  dangers  from  Indian 
scouts,  but  the  paths,  for  must  ol"  the  distance,  were  but 
single  trails.  Roads,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the 
word,  there  were  none,  even  within  the  limits  of  the  oldest 
plantations.  Yet  these  men  were  scarce  twenty>four  hours 
on  the  way  between  Albany  and  Northampton,  or  between 
Northampton  and  Boston.  Man  or  beast  had  little  time  for 
rest  while  on  duty. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  and  courageous  of  the  men 
employed  in  this  section,  was  Benjamin  Alvord  of  Noi-tli- 
ampton.  His  first  experience  was  during  this  war,  from 
17^2tol72n.  and  lie  acquitted  himself  so  acceptably- that 
his  services  were  in  dcnnand  foT-  many  years  after.  AVhile 
the  above  negotiation:>  wure  going  forward,  he  seeius  to 
have  been  almost  constantly  on  the  road.  lie  started  with 
dispatches  from  Albany  on  the  19^**  of  Jime,  was  in  North- 
ampton the  next  day,  and  set  out  for  Boston  the  day  fol- 
lowing. Another  person  engaged  in  this  work  was  Benja- 
min King,  and  on  one  occasion  at  least,  they  went  in  com- 
pany. At  this  time  Joseph  Hawley,  in  a  letter  to  Ool. 
Partridge,  writes  as  follows  :  — 

According  to  your  desire  I  have  procured  a  man  to  go  to  Boston'on. 

his  Majts  Service :  viz  :  Daniel  King.  *  *  ♦  Sir  since  I  wrote  the 
above  Benj  Alvord  rome  from  Albany,  ordered  to  Boston,  and  to 
travel  to-day.  1  would  advise  y  King  go  along  with  Him  think  it  to 
much  boldness  for  one  to  travel  alone  eepeoially  upon  public  eervSce. 
*  *  King  is  now  at  Hadly  w^  AlTord  waiting  your  Honors  pleasure.**  ^ 

The  following  year  the  horse  of  John  Kingsley  of  North- 
ampton, was  impressed  for  Alvord's  use  to  go  to  Albany^ 

1  SbeUion^B  Bistorjr  ot  I>0«rft«UI,  toI.  1,  p.  419. 
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and  Kiiigsley  received  i;4  in  payment  for  its  Mre.  He 
daimed  that  the  horse  was  left  for  some  days  in  the  woods 
and  thereby  injnred. 

The  Indians  ii«t  in  Meanwhile  the  war  continued.  Parties  of 
More  Work.  marauders  Inrked  in  the  woods,  plunder- 
ing at  every  opportunity,  killing,  scalping, 
or  making  prisoners  of  any  white  men  upon  whom  they 
came  unawares.  In  Jnly,  a  party  of  savages  plundered 
several  imocoiipied  houses  at  the  '*Bars"  in  Beerfreld.  the 
settlers  having  retired  witliin  the  stockade  for  bafetv  dur- 
ing the  night.  A  day  or  two  afterwards  a  party  of  farmers 
at  work  in  DporOeld  nortli  meadow,  were  attacked  while  on 
their  way  home,  near  riightfall.  and  two  of  tlieni  wounded. 
The  whole  country  was  alarmed, -and  in  the  upper  towns 
guards  of  thirty  or  forty  men  were  sent  out  daily,  while 
the  work  of  harvesting  was  in  progress.  Indian  signs 
were  discovered  in  Springfield,  and  the  inhabitants  peti- 
tioned  for  a  guard  while  gathering  their  harvest.  They 
were  referred  to  Connecticut,  and  ahout  thirty  Pequots 
came  to  their  aid. 

A  Nort  b  a  m  p  t  o  D  Notwithstanding  the  general  alarm  and 
Party  Attacked,  constant  danger  from  roving  bands  of  In- 
dians, much  carelessness  or  foolhardy  cour- 
age waR  manifested  on  every  hand,  else  such  incidents  as 
the  following  had  not  occurred.  On  the  of  xVugust, 
Nathaniel  Edwards  Abram  Miller,  Renl)en  Corse,  and 
one  other,  whose  name  has  not  been  preserved,  all  from 
Northampton,  went  with  teams  to  the  vicinity  of  Bartlett's 
Mill  (Easthampton)  to  gather  flax  in  Pomeroy's  Meadow, 
on  Manhan  River.  They  were  without  a  guard,  and  evi- 
dently took  no  precautions  for  safety.  The  Indians,  con- 
cealed by  the  roadside,  were  watching  the  party,  and  as 
they  started  to  return,  fired  upon  them,  killing  Nathaniel 
IjkLwards,  and  wounding  Abram  Miller.  Edwards  was 
with- the  last  team,  and  having  been  detained  at  the  ford, 
fell  behind  his  companions.  The  tragedy  occurred  "on 
the  Northampton  side  of  the  brook,  this  side  of  Ocran 
Oiapps  house     ''nere  unto  Joseph  Bartlett's  house,  about 

1  Judd  MSS. 
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4scorerudds  from  s'^  house,  towards  Northampton/*^  "a 
few  rods  soufcTi  of  the  residence  of  Samuel  Ph^ps,'* '  He 
Tan  about  twenty  rods  after  leceiving  the  fatal  wonnd,  and 
fell  dead.  The  savages  took  his  scalp  and  his  gun.  Miller 
{uid  his  companions  fled  to  Northampton,  reporting  that 
they  had  been  attacked  by  a  large  number  of  Indians.  A 
party  at  once  set  out  in  pursuit,  l^iit  were  unable  to  find  the 
enemy.  They  brought  the  body  of  Edwards  back  with 
them.  A  pile  of  stones  marked  the  spot  where  he  fell,  near 
the  top  of  ihe  Mil,  for  fifty  years.  Eeuben  Corse  was  the 
Torotlier-in-iaw  of  Edwards.^  Natlianiel  Edwards  was  the 
sou  of  Samuel,  and  grandson  of  Alexander  Edwards,  a  first 
settler;  he  was  thirty-niue  years  of  a-^e.  Within  a  few 
days,  Bamuel  Edwards,  brother  of  Nathaniel,  and  several 
others  who  were  putting  hay  into  stacks  at  Baker^s  Meadow 
(Florence),  were  ambushed  by  the  Indians,  but  escaped 
unharmed. 

jsdw&idt'  oun  R«-   On  the  day  following  the  above  disaster,  a 
ooTered.  number  of  Indians  were  discovered  in  the 

vicinity  of  Westfield.    Tn  the  pursuit,  one 

white  man  was  wounded  and  one  Indian  killed,  upon  whom 
was  found  tlie  guu  of  Nathaniel  Edwards.  Noah  Ashley, 
■who  shot  the  Indian,  received  £100  for  his  scalp. 

Death  ot  Fa  thee    III  August  au  expcdltion  consisting  of  two 
Bftie.  hundred  eight  men,  under  command  of 

Capts.  Harmon  and  Moulton,  was  sent  to 
destroy  the  headquarters  of  the  Abenakus  at  Norridg^wock, 
and  capture  Father  B&le,  if  possible.  They  succeeded  in 
surprising  the  enemy,  and  killed  a  number  of  noted  Indian 
chiefs.  The  Jesuit  Missionary  RSle,  the  instigator  and 
promoter  of  the  war,  was  among  the  slain.  He  was  killed 
in  the  heat  of  battle,  while  encouraging  his  men,  and  aid- 
ing them  in  their  own  defence.  The  town  was  plundt-rt'd 
and  burned.  A  large  number  of  Indians  were  slain  and 
many  scalps  taken  to  Boston.  From  this  blow  the  Nor- 
ridgewock  tribe  never  recovered,  and  the  disaster  sensibly 
dampened  the  spirits  of  the  Canada  Indians. 

1  CoL  Parttldge'0  Lefetflr.  AiiiT' S7«  1 

9  Itymui^a  Hiatory  of  SMtbamptoOt  10. 

a  Txadltioo,  M0  Lf  man,  pi.  19. 
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oapli,  iiOT«w<U'fl  Fft-  Oapt.  Tjovewell,  from  Dunstable,  with  a 
ui  Expedition.  cum  puny  ol'  volunteers,  made  several  expe- 
ditions against  the  eastern  tribes,  in  two  of 
which  he  was  quite  successful,  killing  a  dozen  or  more  of 
the  enemy.  In  April,  1725,  he  started  on  another  enter- 
prise, with  a  party  of  forty-four  men.  Coming  suddenly 
upon  a  large  body  of  Indians  near  Ossipee,  a  desperate 
fight  ensued,  in  which  Capt.  Lovewell  and  most  of  his  men 
were  killed. 

Another  TTusurcv^ts-    In  December,  in  response  to  a  dispatc"h 
ittl  Peace  Nogo-     from  Col.  Schuyler,  stating  that  Mons. 

Vaudreuil  was  ready  to  render  assistance 
in  arranginsT  a  treaty  with  the  Indians.  Tjieiit.-Gov.  Dudley 
appointed  an  embassy,  consisting  of  his  won  Williain  Dud- 
ley, and  CoL  Stoddard,  to  proceed  to  Canada,  and  enter 
upon  negotiations.  The  Gk>vemor  of  New  Hampshire  ap> 
pointed  Thomas  Atkinson  to  represent  that  colony.  Col. 
Stoddard  was  unable  to  accept  the  appointment.  Probably 
he  had  not  forgotten  his  diplomatic  encounter  with  the 
wily  French nuiu  twelve  years  before,  when  he  sought  the 
release  of  the  English  captives.  Samuel  Thaxter  was  sub* 
stituted,  and  the  commissioners  set  out  on  their  journey. 
They  reached  Montreal  on  the  l^'"  of  March.  172^,  and 
throe  davs  afterwards  liad  their  fir^t  interview  with  the 
French  (xovernor.  Several  other  confercri(;es  were  had 
with  him,  but  with  his  usual  tact  he  parried  all  their  prop- 
ositions. It  was  not  till  the  24***  of  April,  that  the  Indian 
delegates  and  the  commissioners  met,  and  then  it  wi^  found 
that  the  former  were  in  no  mood  to  negotiate,  except  upon 
their  own  terms.  Acting  under  the  advice  of  Vaudreuil,^ 
they  demanded  the  restitution  of  their  lands,  indemnity 
for  the  death  of  Father  B&ie,  and  the  demolition  of  their 

1  Beiiit;  perauadofi  that  nothing  was  more  oppKJsf^d  to  his  Jfajf^sty's  inte'-(?ets 
ibui  peace  between  tbe  AbeuakU  and  Uut  fiii|rli»bt  tbe  safety  of  tbe  Colony  on  it» 
ewf!«ni  Arontler  iMTfoic  beoit  tiie  sole  object  oC  tlito  war«  K.  de  VsndrooU  thoosht  of 
soandingthe  chiefs  of  these  Indians  on  fbeir  arrival  and  hefore  they  should  speak  to 
(lie  Eogltob,  and  of  insinuating  to  them  that  it  was  nut  eaough  to  domaud  of  tli« 
Engttoh  Mm  d.«lluiUiloii  of  th»  foiia  tliey  bad  built  on  the  Abenakis  tf'rritory,  and  the 
reatltutton  of  their  leads  and  priaonera,  bat  that  the  deatb  of  l^tber  RAle  and  of  a 
er<Mt  oomber  of  tbelrpeople,  whom  tb«7  bad  kin«d,  and  ^bnrolBg  of  their  ClnnDh, 
ought  to  make  them  demand  heavy  Indemnliies,  without  which  they  ought  not  listen 
to  aoy  propoflals  for  peaoe,  or  a  suapeosiOD  of  bostiUUee/*— N.  Y.  Col.  Documeate^ 
w<»l.S,p.M& 
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church.  To  yield  all  that  the  Abenakis  insisted  Tipou  was 
impossibie,  aud  the  envoys  could  only  return  home  and 
report. 

Tbiw  Nortiwmpum  While  tMs  commission  was  carrying  on  its 
Men  Drown«4.     vrork,  a  large  scouting  party  was  dispatched 

tovvardfi  the  frontiers  of  Canada,  nnder 
Oapt.  Thomas  Wells  of  Deerfield.  On  their  return,  on  the 
24*''  of  April,  a  canoe,  containing  Lieut.  Joseph  Clesson, 
Samuel  Hannum,  Simeon  Pomeroy,  Thomas  Alexander  and 
Koah  Allen,  while  crossing  the  Conneeiiont.  was  upset  near 
the  mouth  of  Miller's  River,  and  Pomeroy,  Alex«ander  and 
Allen,  all  soldiers  from  Northampton,  were  drowned. 
Simeon  Pomeroy  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer  Pomeroy  (grand- 
son of  Medad),  and  twenty -two  years  of  age;  Thomas 
Alexander  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  Alexander  and  was 
twenty-eight  years  old;  and  Noah 'Allen  was  the  son  of 
Joseph  Allen,  about  twenty-one  years  of  age.  This  was 
the  most  serious  loss  that  befell  Northampton  during  the 
war. 

In  November,  Wienezer  Pomeroy,  Samuel  Allen,  Joseph 
Clesson,  Samuel  Hannum,  and  Nathaniel  Alexander,  peti- 
tioned in  behalf  of  themselves  and  relatives  in  the  service 
as  volunteers,  for  pay  for  clothes,  guns,  blankets,  etc.,  lost 
at  tills  time.  Capt.  Pomeroy  was  allowed  00s.  :  Lieut. 
Joseph  Olesson.  £8.5.0;  Samnel  Allen,  80s.  ;  Samuel  Han- 
num. 80s.  ;  iSIathaniei  Alexander,  £5.  Alexander  repre- 
sentetl  that  he  had  s):)ent  a  great  part  of  his  life  in  service 
against  the  Indian  enemy,  was  now  old,  and  his  son. 
Thomas  was  drowned  under  Capt.  Wells. 

«Tft7  Lock  aad  bit    The  uotod  chief  Gray  Lock  was  quite  con- 
Fort,  spicuous  during  this  war.  Not  only  was  the 
first  attack  in  this  county  attributed  to  him, 

but  to  his  tribe  were  charged  many  of  the  atrocities  com- 
mitted within  its  borders.  Having  formerly  lived  at  War- 
ranoak,  or  on  the  Westfield  Biver,  he  was  familiar  with 

this  entire  section  of  conntry,  and  was  able  to  accomplish 
much  mischief.  Several  attempt.*  were  made  to  conciliate 
him,  but  without  result.  His  headquarters  were  at  Missis- 
quoi  Bay,  within  the  borders  of  Canada,  where  he  had  a 
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fort.  From  the  opening  of  hostilities  the  authorities  cher- 
ished a  plan  for  demolishing  this  stronghold.  Its  capture 
was  included  in  the  proposed  raid  upon  the  St.  Fi'ancis  In- 
dians, and  the  fighting  captains  in  Hampshire  County  were 
eager  for  permission  to  lead  an  expedition  for  its  destruc- 
tion. But  nothing  was  accomplished,  and  it  was  not  till 
May,  17%5y  that  any  decided  moyement  was  made  to  that 
end.  Early  in  that  year,  Qoy.  Ihimmer  suggested  to  OoL 
Partridge  that  Capt.  Benjamin  Wright  should  be  sent  upon 
an  expedition  to  the  Canada  frontiers.  Though  the  Gov- 
ernor' msij  not  have  had  in  mind  Gray  Lock's  fort  as  an 
objective  point.  After  Clov.  Dummer  had  sngLrestod  the 
enterprise  to  Col.  Partridge,  Capt.  Wright  sent  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  his  excellency  :  — 

Northampton,  May  30, 1726. 
Sir  I  Beo«iT6d  an  order  tnan.  Ck)>'  Partridge  Pnrniaikt  to  your  Honn- 

er's  directions  for  me,  to  wait  npon  Mm.  Tn  order  to  Inlist  men  to  Goe 
in  Quest  of  the  enemj-.  Sir.  I  am  very  Willing  to  Qoe  and  dop  what  I 
can  but  xindt»rtaking  being  »o  very  difioolt,  aud  y  titcmg  out  so 
cbargable  y*  the  men  Oant  PosdUy  Goe  npon  y*  Bnc<»ridgment  but  if 
there  was  a  suitable  Bnoonidgment,  No  doubt  bat  men  would  Goe  (but 
y*  unhappy  Loss  of  y  meii  in  y«  Last  Es7>edif-ioi).  by  y«  missmanig- 
ment  of  y*  officers*  has  very  much  diaspirited  People  young  and  old) 
and  it  seems  to  me  y*  Probable  Place  to  be  attained,  and  y*  motit  Sar- 
Tioeable  when  done,  is  HesBeequioh  Gray  Look's  fort  but  I  wonld  not 
Prescribe  to  your  bouner,  bat  only  Jnst  offer  my  opinion,  if  y«  cannoea 
which  wap  Last  vsed  In  y  expedition,  was  secured  for  y*  Goverment  It 
Would  be  Well.  1  Bemain  Bir  your  obidenfc  and  most  Humb'*  Sar**. 

Bbnj.  WioaHT. 

To  y  Hon»»'»  Will"  Dummer  Esq. 

Left.  Ckyv.  &  Command'  In  chief  &c." 

Capt.  Wrlgllt^i  Bz-    Col.  Partridge  advised  that  Wright's  pari 
pedition.  should  be  allowed  double  pay  if  ' '  they  re- 

turn with  scalps."  Capt.  Wright  speedily 
raised  a  company  of  sixty  or  seventy  men,  started  from 
Norihfield  for  Missisquoi  Bay  on  the  Z7*^  of  July,  and 
returned  on  the  ^  of  September.  No  traces  of  the  enemy 
were  fotmd  till  they  were  well  on  their  homeward  way. 
Three  Indians  were  discovered  near  Miller^s  River,  but  be- 
ing mistaken  for  friends,  they  were  permitted  to  escape. 

1  In  January.  Gov.  Duramer  in  a  letter  to  Col.  Stoddard,  reerretted  that  an  attack 
had  not  already  beeu  made  upoa  dray  Loisk's  Fort.  But  Stoddard  thought  the  time 
inopportniie,  as  oominisaioiiera  ware  then  in  a^gotUttioo  with  the  IndlMia. 

o  y,     -r-r  h^.hiy  be  retecs  to  the  dxvwnliiK  of  the  three  NortbanaptoD  eoldfofs, 

allud&d  to  above. 
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On  the  23*  of  August,  their  provisions  liaving  become 
nearly  exhausted,  the  party  turned  homeward,  not  having 
been  within  sight  of  Gray  Lock's  fort.  Capt.  Wright's 
journal,  showing  the  course  and  e2d;ent  of  the  march,  was 
forwarded  to  the  GfoTemor,  and  has  been  several  times 
printed.^ 

Special  Military  About  the  middle  of  June,  Lieut.  Gov. 
Guard  Ordered  Dummer  ordered  that  ten  men  from  this 
for  NovtbuDpton.  should  be  detailed  to  scout,  guard  and 

watch  "^^ithin  tlie  town  of  Northampton.  Tliey  were  under 
the  control  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  Pomoroy,  but  were  com- 
manded by  Sergt..  Joseph  Clesson,  One  half  the  squad 
served  at  a  time,  alternating  every  few  days.  The  follow- 
ing twelve  names,  however,  are  upon  tbe  muster-roll :  — 
Joseph  Clesson,  Sergt.  John  Miller,  Samuel  Allen,  Josiah 
Pomeroy,  and  Benjamin  Lyman,  alternately ;  Joseph  Wait, 
BIbenezer  Oorss,  Ebenezer  kingsley,  Gideon  Parsons,  Sam- 
uel Hannum,  Medad  King  and  Joseph  Phelps,  alternately.'^ 
Thej^  were  on  duty  from  June  23*  to  October  25**,  at  an  ex- 
pense for  wages  and  subsistence,  of  £135.18.4. 

OareieesneM  and  its  Thus  far  the  experience  gained  in  Indian 
Besuit*.  v.'artare  seems  to  have  been  of  little  avail. 

The  t*.)lly  of  visiting  tlio  outskirts  of  the 
settlements  without  a  sufficient  guard,  which  had  so  often 
proved  fatal,  taught  the  people  nothing.  Although  the 
military  authorities  were  persistent  in  their  efforts  to  ob- 
tain a  suffici^i  number  of  soldiers  to  protect  the  inhabi- 
tants in  their  necessary  work,  and  the  commanders  zealous 
in  their  endeavors  to  caution  and  warn  the  citizens  against 
too  great  carelessness,  men  constantly  went  about  their 
usual  employments  without  taking  reasonable  precautions 
for  safety.  On  this  point  Col.  Stoddard  writes  in  Septem- 
ber, in  a  letter  to  the  Gk)vemor,  as  follows  :  — 

•' On !•  people  lire  too  careless,  most  of  them  lire  in  sectire  places  in 
the  town  where  they  depend  upon  being  alarmed  before  they  are  in 
danger  tbenuselTes.  •  *  *  I  poroteeted  to  our  ofBcers  against  onr 
carelees  way  of  living,  &  used  all  argmnenta  I  was  capable  of  to  per- 
suade them  to  order  a  watch  that  might  be  of  some  flignifioaiioy,  in 
case  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  bnt  to  very  little  pnrpose." 

1  See  History  o£  Nortbfl»ld,  pp.  210^ ;  HiAtorj  of  I>««irfleld,  pp.  445,  446. 
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The  heedlessness  which  caused  the  disaster  in  this  town 
in  172-1,  was  repeated  at  Deerfield  in  the  following  year. 
In  August,  five  men  went  into  the  woods,  searching  for 
cattle,  having  but  one  gun  among  them.  They  were  way- 
laid hy  Indians,  and  Dea.  Samuel  Field  of  Deerfield 
wounded.  In  September,  a  scouting  party  of  six  men,  sent 
out  from  Fort  Dummer,  was  attacked  while  at  dinner ;  two 
of  them  were  killed,  three  were  captured  and  one  escaped 
to  teU  the  tale. 

c»pt  Wright  again  Scarcel  v  liad  Capt.  Wright  returned  from 
Oraered  Out.  his  expeditit)^!  (after  Gray  Lock)  than  ho 
was  again  ordered  to  enlist  another  com- 
pany of  forty  men,  and  scour  the  woods.  He  succeeded  in 
obtaining  twenty-live  soldiers  from  among  the  northern 
troops  and  came  to  Northampton  for  the  rest.  But  the 
sudden  api>earance  of  the  enemy  who  caused  the  mischief 
in  August  and  September,  brought  him  an  order  to  look 
after  the  safety  of  the  upper  towns,  and  very  materially 
delayed  his  preparations.  Col.  Stoddard  thought  that  if 
he  could  start  immediately  for  Otter  Greek,  there  might  be 
a  possibility  of  intercepting  the  marauders.  But  men  and 
stores  were  hard  to  get,  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  was  in 
arrears,  cold  weather  was  at  hand,  the  duty  was  ha'/ardous, 
the  way  dinicult.  and  the  impression  prevailed  that  the  red 
men  were  ready  to  bury  the  hatchet.  Consequently  Capt. 
Wright  did  not  get  away  until  the  10''''  of  October;  was 
gone  about  a  week,  but  discovered  nothing. 

Peace  Declared.  Marquis  de  Vaudrcuil  died  on  the  35*^  of 
October,  1735.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
Ifarquis  de  Beauhamois,  and  soon  after  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  prepared.  It  was  signed  by  both  parties  at  Boston, 
December  15^",  and  ratified  at  Falmouth,  Me.,  in  August  of 
the  following  year.  Within  a  short  time  presents  to  the 
Talue  of  £800  were  made  to  the  Indians. 


CHAPTEK  IIL 


LBOI8LATIVB  CONTEST— SOUTHAMPTON  SBTTUEP. 

ThaWwUnnotiMd    SCARCELY  anytlung  appears  upon  the  rec- 
ootbeTowuBeo-    ords  of  the  various  town-meetings  held 
during  these  eventful  years,  relative  to 
the  war.   Th«  conilition  of  affairs  was  similar  to  that 
which  ohtained  daring  previous  periods  of  strife  and 
bloodshed.    There  was  the  same  sudden  enlistment  and  im- 
pressment of  soldiers,  tlic  same  "billeting  of  men  upon  the 
inhabitants,   the   saTiie    excitement  of  gnard-monnting, 
watching,  warding  and  scouting.    The  slartliug  alarm,  fol- 
lowed by  the  same  quick  gathering,  the  same  hurried  pur- 
suit, was  suppleinenterl  1»y  tlie  sad  and  melancholy  return, 
bearing  tlie  mutilated  remains  of  friends,  neighbors  or 
kindred.   The  history  of  these  four  years  was  but  a  repeti* 
tion  of  the  daily  life  of  the  community  during  all  those 
other  years  of  Indian  warfare.   Through  all  the  horrors  of 
the  situation,  no  notice  of  the  possible  danger,  nor  any 
suggestion  for  adequate  protection,  was  deemed  necessary 
by  the  town  in  its  corporate  capacity.   Precautions  were 
taken  to  guard  against  surprise,  and  for  safety  in  case  of  a 
raid,  but  all  these  matters  were  left  to  the  care  and  super- 
vision of  the  military  authorities.    No  real  apprehension 
of  a  concerted  attack  upon  the  town  was  at  any  time  man- 
ifested.   Danger  was  most  imminent  from  roA'ing  l)ands  of 
Indians,  sriiall  detachments  of  whom  were  known  to  be 
watching  the  settlements.     As  heretofore,  men  planted 
their  fiehls  or  gathered  their  crops  in  constant  fear.  From 
all  quarters  catne  appeals  to  the  authorities  for  guards,  lest 
interruption  to  the  work  of  the  husbandman  should  bring 
famine  and  starvation.  Throughout  the  war  the  enemy  by 
means  of  a  series  of  movements  made  by  small  bands,  kept 
the  ooimtry  in  a  state  of  constant  alarm,  and  steadily  en- 
larged their  collection  of  scalps.  No  attack  was  made  upon 
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any  town  in  tlie  valley»  but  the  Indians,  constantly  on  tlit> 
alert,  fell  upon  each  small  unguarded  companies  of  the  set* 
tiers,  engaged  in  their  daily  tasks,  as  came  in  their  way. 


N  o  Fortiacations  Very  little  seems  to  have  been  done  in  the- 
d«(»ii6dNeeea.  way  of  fortification  during  this  war.  But 
a  single  item  of  that  nature  appears  upon 
the  town  books.  In  December,  17^,  among  the  accounts 
allowed  and  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  is  one  for  five  loads  of 
"poles**  for  "M'  Stoddard's  fort.  2  lbs.  of  candles  and 
wood  and  poles  for  the  watch,"  the  whole  amounting  to 
468.  8d.  Mr.  Stoddard's  fort  must  have  been  either  a  pali- 
sade a^bout  his  house,  or  a  tower  or  place  of  rendezvotisfor 
the  guard.  The  former  method  of  enclosing  the  town  with 
palisades  was  not  again  employed.  A  few  years  afterwards, 
during  the  next  French  and  Indian  war,  a  Bvstem  of  forti^ 
fied  houses  was  adopted.  Other  "  forted  Louses'^  may  have- 
existed  at  this  time,  but  in  all  probability  the  foriiucatious, 
if  any,  were  erected  by  their  owners  and  not  at  the  public 
expense. 

sohooiiBAster'fl  material  interest  of  the  town  was  neg- 
wages  inciMmd.  lected  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled  atato 
of  affairs.  Though  the  citizens  quarrelled 
among  themselves,  they  were  apparently  united  in  carrying 
forward  the  work  of  sustaining  those  institutions  that  were- 
vital  to  the  welfare  of  the  community.  For  a  number  of 
yeara  the  schoolmaster  had  heen  paid  at  the  rate  of  £40  per 
year.  An  increase  of  £5  was  voted  in  1725,  when  Mr.  Allis 
was  employed.  That  sum  was  to  be  paid  him  for  two 
years  "  provoided  He  Continue  in  tlie  School  among  us." 
Mr.  Samuel  Allis*  lived  in  Hatfield,  and  there  is  an  entry 
of  3s.  paid  ' '  for  going  to  Hatfield  after  Liie  schoolmaster.**" 
The  next  year  he  was  paid  £48. 

The  Sewer  contro-        division  of  sentiment  of  some  years 
TemyBeeomeea    standing,  existed  in  the  conimunity,  arising 
from  questions  growmg  out  of  the  acts  of 
the  sewer  commission  appointed  to  change  the  channel  of 

1  Sennel  Allle  was  the  sod  of  lohabod  AlUs  of  Hatfield.  He  wm  sradnatod  at 
Harvard  College  and  ordained  at  Bast  Bnfleld  In  1787. 
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Mill  River.  That  imdertakiTicr  and  its  sue  cess  fnl  issncliave 
already  been  detailed.  ^  The  controversy  reach>'r|  its  heiglit 
after  the  work  had  been  accouiplished,  apparently  center- 
ing n[)on  the  matter  of  assessments.  Public  opinion  dif- 
fered in  regard  to  this  question,  and  it  entered  largely  into 
tlie  representative  election. 

And upou  it  Turns    For  ten  years,  from  1716  to  1725,  legislative 
Contit**"****'*    honors  were  divided  between  Joseph  Par- 
sons Esq.,  and  Col.  John  Stoddard.  Pre- 
vions  to  this  date,  five  times  in  succession,  from  1711  to 
171d,  Mr.  Parsons  had  been  elected.   Col  Stoddard,  then  a 
young  man,  but  of  approved  courage  and  ability,  was  first 
chosen  in  1716.    The  year  following  Mr.  Parsons  was 
elected,  and  during  the  next  three  years  Col.  Stoddard  bore 
the  honors.   In  1721,  Col.  Stoddard  was  defeated  by  Mr. 
Parsons,  but  was  again  snccessfnl  in  1722  and  1723.  Mr. 
Parsons  came  to  the  front  again  the  next  year,  and  from  a 
sentence  or  two  in  the  correspondence  of  Col.  Stoddard,  the 
inference  may  be  drawn  that  the  sewer  qnarrel  was  the 
main  cause  of  his  success,  though  dissatisfaction  with  the 
establishment  of  the  blockhouse  —  Fort  Dummer — may 
have  aided  in  bringing  about  that  result.    Gov.  Dum- 
mer in  a  letter  to  Col.  Stoddard,  written  in  May,  1724, 
says  ;  —  "I  observe  the  choice  your  town  has  made.    I  am 
sorry  for  this  ignorance  and  ingratitude."   Col.  Stoddard 
replies.  May  22^ : — "I  hear  that  Mr.  Parsons  has  promised 
to  some  whom  it  suits,  two  things,  both  unreasonable  I 
think,  1'*  That  the  Block  House  shall  be  demolished  or  at 
least  slighted ;  2^  to  obtain  the  dismission  of  the  commis- 
sion of  the  Sewers."  The  following  year,  however,  Mr. 
Stoddard  was  again  chosen. 

charMtera  of  the    Mr.  Parsons,  SOU  of  Cornet  Joseph  Parsons, 
Candidates.        was  an  old  man,  then  in  his  77'^  year.  He 
was  a  wealthy  landowner,  and  to  him  was 

ar-corded  that  title,  so  common  in  the  rural  districts  of 
England,  where  each  little  coramnnity  had  its  village 
squire.  One  of  the  few  among  the  early  settlers,  to  whom 
wad  given  this  significant  appeiiation,  he  was  one  of  the 

1  See      1,  pp.  5ia^ 
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moat  honored,  respected  and  influential  men  in  the  town. 
Col.  Stoddard  also  belonged  to  the  Puritan  aristocracy. 
His  father  was  the  well-beloyed  and.  venerated  minister, 
and  to  the  confidence  and  popularity  commanded  by  bis 
own  talents,  were  added  the  inherited  dignity  and  esteem 
that  descends  from  father  to  worthy  son.  Daring  these 
ten  years  Mr.  Stoddard  was  elected  representative  seven 
times,  and  Mr.  Parsons  three. 

other  controver-    ThiP.  however,  wfis  oiilv  one  aiiiong  the 

8ie».  Testimony    manv  disseii.siuii.s  tliat  had  occurred  in  the 

of  JonstluMi  Ed'  '       . ^  n    ^      '  j_ 

yntA^  community,  yuice  the  first  controversy  in 

which  Edward  Elmore  was  charged  with 

having  caused  a  disturbance  which  created  "  a  breach  or 

rent  in  the  town  concerning  the  Lord's  dayes  meetings." 

Bev.  Jonathan  Edwards  bears  the  following  testimony :  — 

**  There  were  some  mighty  contests  and  oontroTersies  among  them, 

in  Mr.  Stoddard's  day ;  which  were  managed  with  great  heat  and  vio- 
lence :  some  great  quarrels  in  the  Church,  wlierein  Mr.  Stoddard,  great 
as  hia  authority  was,  knew  not  what  to  do  with  them.  In  one  ecdesiae- 
ikal  oontiOTersy  in  Mr.  Stoddard's  daj,  wherein  the  church  was  divided 
into  two  parties,  the  heat  of  spirit  was  raised  to  each  a  degree,  that  it 
came  to  hard  l)lr)w.s.  A  member  of  one  party  met  the  head  of  the 
opposite  party,  and  assaulted  him,  and  beat  him  unmercifully.  *  * 
There  has  been  for  forty  or  fifty  years,  a  sort  of  settled  division  of  the 
people  into  two  parties,  somewhat  like  the  Court  and  eouniry  jparty^  in 
England,  (if  I  may  compare  small  things  with  great).  There  have 
heen  some  of  the  chief  men  in  the  town,  of  chief  anthority  and  wealth, 
that  have  heea  great  proprietors  of  their  lands,  who  have  had  one  party 
with  them.  And  the  other  party,  which  has  ctmimcnly  been  the  great- 
est, have  been  of  those,  who  have  been  jeslons  of  them,  apt  to  envy 
them,  and  afraid  of  their  having  too  mnch  power  andinflnenoe  in  town 
and  chmrch." ' 

Bistoiyoorrobo.    While  the  )>revions  history  of  the  town  too 
rates  the  State,   plainly  corroborates  the  general  statements 
^i^H        *   of  Mr.  Edwards,  no  evidence  has  been  dis- 
covered in  any  way  bearing  upon  the  cause 
of  the  bitter  contest  to  which  he  alludes.   One  or  two  con- 
troversies crop  out  as  the  record  advances,  and  in  them  all 
an  evident  jealousy  between  clans  or  parties  is  plainly  no- 
ticeable.   A  difference  of  opiniou  whether  upon  an  ecclesi- 
astical or  any  other  question,  so  pronounced  as  to  l^ul  to 

1  nwlcbt'sLlfeof  £dirArd8,pp.4SS,4fi4. 
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"blows,  T^onld  natiirally  be  expected  to  "bring  tbe  antago- 
nists before  the  criminal  pourts,  but  no  record  of  any  such 
result  was  mad©.  The  acts  as  well  as  the  actors  in  that  dis- 
graceful episode,  must  remain  forever  hidden.  There 
seems  to  have  l)een  on  many  occasions  a  lively  clashing  of 
opinions,  which  undoubtedly  lead  to  other  heated  debates, 
and  possibly  to  other  kuock-down  argu mentis. 

Caring  for  the  Poor.    Thougli  mcasures  had  been  taken  early  in 

the  century  to  provide  a  poorhouse,  it  is 
not  probable  that  such  an  institution  was  in  existence  at 
this  time.  The  ntimber  of  paupers  must  have  been  small. 
For  1728,  the  Treasurer's  account  names  but  four  per- 
sons who  were  cared  for  by  the  town,  at  an  expense  of 
£19.4.  and  they  were  distributed  among  as  many  different 
peo])h\  Between  six  and  seven  pounds  per  year  were  i>aid 
for  their  entertainment^  and  in  most  cases  they  were  cared 
for  by  their  own  relatives.  A  brother  would  be  paid  for 
boarding  his  sister,  or  a  son  or  son-in-law  for  the  care  of 
his  mother.  Under  sueli  circnmstances  there  seems  to 
have  been  little  need  for  a  poorhouse. 

Thomaa  Porter's     Items  of  expenditure  for  the  care  of  pau- 
BargaiD.  p0j.g  abound.   Usually  these  accountSj  never 

very  large  to  any  individual,  were  paid  an- 
nually,  but  a  departure  fi'om  this  practice  was  made  in 
1727.  During  that  year  Thomas  Porter  was  given  a  small 
house  and  three  quarters  of  an  acre  of  land,  near  "  Bart- 
lett's  gate/*  at  the  lower  end  of  Pleasant  Street,  ''where 
His  Mother  Now  Lives."  on  condition  "that  He  Shall  free 
and  Endemnify  the  Town  from  any  Oharge  Respecting 
The  Maintenance  of  His  Mother  in  default  of  which  the  s*^ 
House  and  Land  to  Revert  to  the  Town  again.*'  Porter 
seems  to  have  had  the  best  of  the  bargain,  for  his  mother 
died  in  the  following  year,  and  in  1730,  he  sold  the  place  to 
Jonathan  Burt  for  £40.  This  lot  was  first  granted  to  Rob- 
ert Danks,  probably  during  the  Indian  war,  he  l)uilt  a 
house  upon  it,  and  li^•ed  there  several  years.  In  1684,  the 
town  gave  him  other  lands  in  iS^ashawannuck,  in  exchange 
for  the  homestead.  It  was  owned  in  more  recent  years  by 
the  late  Asahel  Wood. 
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Ftat  8«tuemeat  la    The  propliecy^  of  Mr.  Stoddard,  made  at 
SoathAmiitoii.       the  Opening  of  the  century,  that  "many 
young  men  would  plant  themselves'*  on 
the  strip  of  land  between  Northampton  and  Westfield,  and 
that  vicinity,  **  and  so  make  a  village  in  time,"  showed  the 
first  sign  of  fulfillment  ahont  the  time  of  his  death.  Set- 
tlers b@gan  to  turn  their  attention  in  that  direction  in  1729,* 
though  definite  action  was  not  taken  till  the  following  year. 
Measures  were  then  adopted  which  resulted  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  town  of  Southampton.    A  division  of  the  land 
in  that  section  was  made  by  the  proprietors  ol*  Northamp- 
ton, in  1730,  and  the  first  settlers  planted  themselves  there 
permanently  during  that  and  the  succeeding  year.  This 
division  was  made  **  amongst  the  original  or  ancient  pro- 
prietors, their  heirs  or  assigns  or  to  any  that  hold  by  pur- 
chase under  the  ancient  or  original  proprietors. The  de- 
sign seems  to  have  been  to  grant  the  land  only  to  actual 
settlers,  the  conditions  being  that  they  should  occupy  their 
home  lots  witliin  two  years.  Some  to  whom  grants  were 
made,  declined  to  remove,  and  others  were  substituted. 
The  first  mention  of  the  new  plantation  upon  the  North- 
ampton records  was  made  December  11.  173*^,  when  an 
order  was  ])a.ssed  to  "Lay  out  a  Higliway  ovi.t  the  Branch 
of  Munhan  River,  at  or  Near  Pumroy's  Meadow,  or  Some 
other  Salable  and  Oouvenieut  Place,  so  as  to  Acoommodat© 
the  New  Settlements.^'  Preaching  was  provided  the  next 
year,  and  Rev.  Joseph  Ashley*  was  the  first  minister  named 
as  having  been  employed  there.   In  December  of  that  year, 
Northampton  voted  to  pay  £5  to  those  persons  who  had 
advanced  that  sum  **for  Divers  Ministers  who  preached  at 
the  New  Settlement  Over  Munhan  Biver. "  From  that  time 
onward,  appropriations  were  annually  made  to  sustain 
preaching  at    Newtown,"  till  it  was  incorporated  as  a  Pre- 
cinct eight  years  afterwards.    Mr.  Ashle}^  received  from 
Nortliamptou.  £44.  in  1734.  for  pmicliing  and  board,  at  the 
"  new  place  ovnr  Munhan,"  and  £50  in  1735.    Two  years 
afterwards,  Mr.  Isoah  Merrick  is  named  as  the  New  Town 

1  8«e  letter  to  Gov.  StooffhtoQ,  vol.  I,  i>.  405. 

8  Tbere  U  a  traditfon  that  tbe  fleet  hoaees  were  built  in  Southampton  in  ITS  or 

1784. 

i  aev.  Joseph  Aahley  was  tbe  son  of  Samuel  Ashley  of  WeetOeld,  aad  was  gradua- 
ted Aron  Barvard  (!)  bi  1980.  He  wae  settled  ae  paetor  at  Wlnoheeter,  N.  H.,  In 
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Minister,  and  he  was  paid  .£"48.  For  a  number  of  years  £63 
"was  paid  to  the  Second  Precinct  for  ministerial  purposes. 

Trespaasers  upon  the  ]S'o  sooner  had  the  new  settlement  begun 
New  Town  inii«d.  before  trespassing  upon  the  territory  com- 
menced, or  rather  was  first  discovered. 
It  may  haye  been  and  probably  was  practiced  with  impu- 
nity for  many  years.  People  residing  to  the  southward,  at 
Westfield  and  elsewhere,  had  been  appropriating  timber 
and  using  land  to  which  they  had  no  claim.  Consequently 
in  173|,  the  town  voted  to  prosecute 

"  all  Sufh  Person B  as  Have  already  or  Shall  Hereafter  Committ  any 
Trespass  on  the  Laiida  belonging  to  the  Town  in  the  additional!  Grant 
on  tbe  Southwardly'  Part  of  the  Towuship,  aud  Lying  between  the  old 
Orant  and  Weatfield  bounds'* 

This  action,  nuwever,  did  not  prevent  the  continuation 
of  the  xmlawful  practice.  Fourteen  years  later  Joseph 
Hawley  was  chosen  agent  to  proceed  against  all  such  tres- 
passers, and  nine  persons,  residents  of  West&eld,  were 
brought  before  the  court,  and  fines  to  the  amount  of  JS78.16 
were  paid  into  the  town  treasury. 

Destructi  u  of  D  a  Dea.  Eb^ezcr  Hunt,  a  descendant  in  the 
sbeuesei:  Huot'»  third  generation  from  Jonathan  Hunt,  one 
Shop  by  Fire.  the  first  settlers,  came  to  Northampton 

from  Lebanon,  Ct.,  about  the  year  1799.  He  was  by  trade 
a  "  Ftdt  Maker,"  and  in  1730  purchased  the  homestead,  shop 
and  business  of  Benjamin  Stebbins,  at  the  corner  of  Main 
•and  South  Streets,  now  occupied  by  the  Hampshire  County 
Bank  building,  and  adjoining  stores  to  the  west  as  far  as  the 
head  of  South  Street.  On  the  night  of  January  19^ ,  173|» 
his  shop  and  contents  were  destroyed  by  fire.  The  loss  was 
estimated  at  a  trifle  less  than  £fiO0 ;  the  shop  being  valued 
at  £50,  and  its  contents  at  £147.  Insurance  was  then  an 
unknown  quantity,  and  the  friends  and  neighbors  of  Bea. 
Hunt  subscribed  the  sum  of  £60  towards  reimbursing  his 
losses.  Nearly  every  person  in  tov/n  trave  something  ;  a 
few  individuals  gave  30s,  each,  a  number  20s.,  and  tlie  rest 
smaller  amounts.  The  gifts  were  not  all  from  Northamp- 
ton, a  number  of  persons  residing  in  other  towns  partici- 
pating.  At  that  time  silver  was  valued  at  25s.  per  ounce. 
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It  appears  also  that  his  friends  were  liberal  iu  s»>iriet]iing~ 

besides  money.    Deo.  Hunt  alludes  in  his  journal  lo  the 

kindness  of  his 

**  cfarfatiaii  friends  and  neighbors.  They  freely  oonteilmted  in  numy 
ways  to  restore  me  into  hosbieHs.  In  nine  days  time  T  got  to  work  at 

my  trade  in  my  new  sliop.  Thp  fin^  happened  on  Saturday  monr'rT: 
some  timber  was  got  that  day  fur  another  shop  and  the  remainder  ou 
Monday,  and  all  hewed  and  some  framing  done ;  Wednesday  it  waa 
raised ;  Thursday  it  was  shingled,  boarded  and  my  bow  room  filled  in 
witii  toick.  Saturday  I  did  something  at  my  trade,  and  on  Monday  I 
wass^edto  bnsmess."^ 

Baitiag  stoek  Be-    ^  1734,  porsons  wero  prohibited  from  bait* 
fltiietad.  ing  cattle  or  horses  in  the  common  field  and 

leaving  them 

teddered  in  the  Night  time  Nor  In  tbio  Day  time  Save  ha  His  own0 

Land  :  or  on  Stich  part  of  the  highway  as  borders  on  His  own  Land 
and  that  No  Cows  be  at  any  time  Baited  In  s**  field  :  And  that  No  per- 
son Bait  any  (^ttle  or  Horse  Kind  In    field  Save  on  His  own  Land/' 
1  HanfiJoinBitlfJiiddMSS. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


JONATHAN  BDWABDS  SETTLED  AS  COUiEAGVB  PASTOR. 

Pastorate  of  Eev.  E-EV.  SolomoD.  Stoddai'dj  the  veuerable  and 
Mr.  stoddAid.  venerated  minister^  had  now  reached  his 
B'i*  year,  haying  passed  by  three  years  the 
half  centtiry  line  of  his  pastorate.  His  life  had  been  an 
uncommonly  active  one.  Town  and  church  had  prospered 
greatly  under  his  spiritual  lead,  and  he  had  grown  old  and 
infirm  in  the  service  of  the  people. 

"  While  the  existing  members  of  the  church,  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion, regarded  him  as  their  spiritual  father,  all  the  acting  inhabitat^tra 
o£  the  town,  had  grown  up  under  his  miziiatry,  and  had  been  accus- 
tomed, from  infancy,  to  pay  a  respect  to  his  perfion  and  character*  and 
a  deference  to  his  opinions,  such  as  children  pay  to  those  of  a  loved 
and  venerated  j»ient."  ^ 

Since  his  ordination  the  town  had  suffered  the  miseries, 
uncertainties  and  vicissitudes  of  four  Indian  wars.  Friends 

and  neighbors  had  been  killed,  wounded  or  carried  away 
captive ;  houses  had  been  burned ;  !3oa5!ons  of  want  and 
hardship  had  intervened :  and  yot  notwithstanding  all 
tliese  discourfigements  the  town  had  increased  in  wealth 
and  population,  and  grPHt  ?^'lditi(ms  had  been  made  to  the 
church.  Always  inteix'stud  in  the  material  as  well  as  spir- 
itual welfare  of  the  town,  zealons  for  everything  that 
tended  to  its  prosperity,  few  questions  of  real  importance 
concerning  its  best  interests,  were  decided  without  the  ap- 
proval of  the  venerable  pastor.  The  large  congregation 
wsfi  by  no  means  harmonious,  either  in  an  ecclesiastical  or 
worldly  point  of  view.  Wrangling  and  contention  were 
rife,  and  rare  tact  and  judgment  were  required  to  guide  or 
arbitrate  between  them.  But  with  the  expansion  and  in- 
crease of  the  town  came  more  arduous  and  exacting  labors 

1  ]>wl«ht*aLIfoof  PxeiidMitEdwscdi,p.lO». 
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for  the  minister.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  performed  all 
his  duties  unaided,  but  the  weight  of  years,  together  with 
other  aceuiLiLiiatiiig  iniirmities,  rendered  assistance  in  his 
work  imperatively  necessary.  So  feeble  had  he  become 
that  only  with  great  difficulty  was  he  able  to  preach  more 
than  once  on  the  Sabbath.  .  When  his  people  began  to 
realize  the  true  condition  of  affairs,  they  at  once  and  with- 
out hesitation  set  about  proyiding  a  colleague.  However 
much  they  may  have  been  divided  upon  other  matters,  they 
were  imited  and  generous  npon  this  proposition.  At  a 
town  mpeting  liold  April  4th,  17ii6,  the  annexed  votes  were 
unanimously  adopted : — 

"The  Tnvrn  tating  into  Oonsi'lprntion  that  thoir  Reverand  Pastor  M"" 
Solomon  Stoddard  being  far  advanced  into  years  And  that  throngbi  Hi8 
Age  Aud  Some  lu^mity  that  He  is  attended  witball  the  whole  work  of 
the  Ministry  being  too  Hard  for  Him. 

Voted  Unanimoiidy  to  Oett  Some  Heett  Peraon  to  Assist  Him 
Jn  the  Work  as  aboTe  s^. 

Y<^>t<^<^     Clmsc  a  Committee  to  Ifonage  the  affair  In  Providing 

Such  Person  as  above  s*', 

*«  The  Committee  then  Ohos^  for  that  Service  Was  : 

Jouy  Stoddakd,  Esq 
Gap*.  Ebrnkzer  Pombot 

Dea.  Ehen"^  WbIGBT 
Dea.  John  Clark 
Dea.  Sau"  Allyi« 

JOSBPH  HaWLSY 

J06EFH  Paksons,  Esq.** 

Prompt  Aetton  br  Fall  powers  Were  given  to  this  committee 
the  Committee,  to  act  in  the  premises,  and  they  proceeded 
in  their  work  without  delay.  Apparently 
some  uncertainty  existed  as  to  the  proper  person  to  fill  the 
position.  Though  many  yottng  clergymen  throughout  the 
country  wer«  eli^ble,  public  opinion  liad  not  then  ci  \  stal- 
ized  upon  any  individual.  A  qiicstitm  had  undoubtedly 
come  suddenly  upon  them,  which  no  one  was  quite  ready 
to  decide.  At  all  events  there  is  no  indication  that  the  per- 
son wlio  was  finally  selected,  was  at  that  time  tlie  choice  of 
the  committee.  Tlieir  first  more  was  to  send  one  of  their 
number  in  search  of  a  candidate.  Accordingly  Dea.  John 
dark  was  speedily  dispatched  to  Hartford,  Oi    He  was 
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absent  eight  days,  but  soems  to  liave  accomplished  noth- 
ing. Whom  lie  iuterviewed  on  Ms  journey  is  not  recorded. 
In  May,  1726,  lie  was  paid  388.  "for  going  to  Hartford  for 
a  minister.''  Jonathan  Edwards  was  at  that  time  Tutor  in 
Yale  College,  living  at  New  Haven.  If  application  was 
made  to  him,  illness  soon  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
entertain  a  proi>ositlon.  In  the  fall  of  17*^5,  he  was  severely 
ill>  and  did  not  fully  recover  till  about  the  middle  of  the 
following  year.  Soon  after,  Doa.  Clark  went  again  on  the 
same  errand,  and  was  paid  4s.  ''for  going  twice  to  Hadley." 

ll«T- Israel  chauB-  Au  engagement  was  made  with  Mr.  Israel 
^m^rMit**^  Chauncey^  of  Hadley,  and  he  was  employed 
during  the  latter  part  of  that  year,  and  till 
August,  17si6.  Mr.  Chauncey  was  paid  £13  for  assisting 
Mr;  Stoddard  one  quarter,  which  ended  in  February  17ii|. 
From  this  it  appears  that  about  three  months  elapsed  before 
an  assistant  was  procured.  The  town  took  no  action  rela- 
tive to  the  employment  of  Mr.  Chauncey.  He  was  hired 
by  the  committee  evidently  without  thought  of  a  perma- 
nent engagement.  It  is  possible  that  the  community 
already  had  Mr.  Edwards  in  view  as  a  suitable  person  for 
colleague  pastor,  and  while  awaiting  his  decision,  delayed 
af?  it  may  have  been  by  illness.  l\Tr.  Chauncey  was  employed 
temporarily.  It  may  be  believed  that  the  venerable  pastor 
himself  suggested  the  name  of  his  grandson  for  the  posi- 
tion. At  all  events  Mr.  Edwards  came  to  Northuuipton 
early  in  August,  1726,  though  he  did  not  resign  his  tutor- 
ship till  September,  after  he  had  received  a  cskll  from  this 
church  and  town.  The  last  payment  to  Mr.  Chauncey  was 
made  on  the  3"^  of  August,  and  the  first  to  Mr.  Edwards  on 
the  29^^  of  the  same  month.  He  then  received  £5  "  for  his 
travel  and  one  months  assistance  to  Mr.  Stoddard  in  the 
ministry.'' 

1  T-ii'ttfl  rhannrfv  the  snu  of  Rnv.  Tstiac  rhanui^ey.  sei-<.)i)(!  minister  at  Hadley^ 
He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  and  taught  aolioo)  at  Badlej,  during  a 
portion  of  that  year.  After  hia  Mrriees  in  this  town,  he  ineaohed  at  HouBatoomiok. 

hut  becoming  delirtans  he  returned  to  Ms  fathr-r  at  Hadlcy.    On  nccOTint  of  hi  -  ir- 
iirimt;  hri  wa^  coaiiiied  in  a  smalL  kousd  ooar  the  par&ouage.    This  building  cuugat 
fire  in  the  ni^ht,  and  he  waa  burned  to  death.  He  was  aocustomcd  to  ery  tire  during 
the  night,  and  consequently  no  notice  was  taken  of  his  criea  at  tliia  time.  He  had 
been  Invited  to  lettle  at  Norvalk  and  Olaatonboxy,  Ct.,  but  deeUned. 
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Mr.  Eriwariis  Com-    Mr.  Edwards  proached  here  about  a  month 

roences  Preaching  before  iiTL  invitation  waf^  extended  to  him 
In  Norttuunpton.  i         «    i  i  • 

to  settle.     A  longer  probation  was  not 

needed.  He  was  by  no  means  a  stranger  to  this  commu- 
nity, and  the  proposition  to  become  colleague  pastor  with, 
his  grandfather,  was  quite  satisfactory  to  himself  and  his 
friends.  Previous  to  his  appointment  as  tutor,  he  had  been 
selected  to  preach  to  a  small  Presbyterian  church  in  New 
York  City,  and  had  occupied  the  pulpit  there  for  nearly 
nine  months.  Proposals  had  sul)seqiiently  been  made  to 
him  from  other  congregations,  all  of  which  he  declined.^ 

Fxopofiitiona f or  the  Formal  action  was  first  taken  and  an  invi- 
8«tti«in«nt  of  Mr.  tatiou  exieinied  to  Mi\  Edwards  dnrini^  the 
last  days  of  the  month  of  Angnst,  bnt 
there  is  no  record  of  any  town  meeting  at  which  any  such, 
yote  was  passed.  A  favorable  response  was  received,  and 
before  November  the  way  was  paved  for  the  ensuing  action 
on  the  part  of  the  town  :  — 

"  At  a  Legall  Town  Meetting  In  Ncnrthampton,  November  :21*k :  1736 

The  town  taMng  Into  Con pid oration  :  a  vote  Passed  by  the  town  Ag'* :  — 
29^*^  Last  past  For  the  Invitation  of  the  Reverend  Jonathan  Edwards 
to  assist  our  Reverend  Pastor :  M'  Stoddard  In  the  work  of  the  Mmi&> 
try,  Jn  order  to  a  Settlement :  and  from  what  Bzperienoe  we  Hane  Had 
of  Him  by  His  proaohing  And  oonTereatioin  as  also  from  Hie  character 
from  other  Places. 

"  The  {Question  was  pnt ;  whether  it  Was  the  Mind  of  the  Town  that 
the  Committee  Shoold  Invite  the  Rev^  M*  Jonathan  Edwards  to  Settle 
amongst  Them  In  the  work  of  the  I^nistry  And  In  Convenient  time  to 
take  office  Amongst  them :  And  it  Passed  In  the  affirmative  by  a  very 
Great  Majority. 

"Attest  Ebeneser  Pnmroj  Moderator. 

**Then  the  Scatter  Being  Considered  that  a  Sutahle  Settlement  and 

SuppH  it  Should  Ije  oflfered  to  Edwards  for  his  Encouragement  to 
take  B**  office  and  Trust  npon  Him :  Tlien  the  Town  Proceeded  to  Kake 
the  following  votes : 

**  Via.  1*^ :  The  town  voted  to  GKoe  to  H'  Edwards  (Provolded  He 
take  office  among  vs)  ten  Acres  of  Land  Against  Slow  Bridge  Next  by- 
John  Alexanders  Land  :  to  be  Laid  out  by  tho  Direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  shall  bestSnte  And  A  Comodate  Hiui  for  a  Pasture. 

1  In  17^  Mr.  Bdwards  received  an  inritatioo  froin  the  chtircb  in  Bolton,  Ct.  Tb« 
terns  aod  eoDdtUoo*  on  whieh  tb*  8«tti«m«at  -wtm  wrzsoced  wer«  d«Anitelr  llz»dt 

and  ia  November  of  that  year  he  signified  his  acceptance  of  them  over  bis  own  si;;. 
Bftture.  Just  at  this  time  be  was  elected  Tutor  in  Yale  College,  vblcb  be  accepted, 
•ttdtbe  church  in  Bolton  waited  iu  vain  two  yeara tor  hia  ud  then  wttled  aoiiM  OM 
elM^New  BnglMider,  vol.  48,  p.  000  <S«pt. 
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;  The  Towu  Voted  to  Gitie  him  forty  Acres  of  Laud  XJpHim> 
liftn  River  abone  Pnmrys  Meadow :  So  as  Not  to  Enterfero  upon  Blther 
dl-?idan.  But  to  be  Laid  out  In  Common  Land:  hy  the  direotion  of  the 
Comittee  as  aforesd. 

3:'>  :  The  Town  voted  to  Qiue  Kil wards  threo  Htindred  ponnda 
toward  Or  for  a  Settlementt ;  to  ptirchass  Him  a  Homestead,  or  build- 
ing :  or  both  as  Their  shall  be  Ocation. 

4:>y :  The  town  voted  that  if  the  aforesd  Sum  of  three  Hundred 
p^)uu(ls  be  Not  Sufficient  to  Commodate  M'  Edwards  with  a  Sid»ble 

Hal>itation  :  that  they  ^YO■^^d  doe  And  Oine  aftenvardB  that  which 
Shotdd  be  Sutable  And  Convenientt  To  A  Commodale  Him. 

5^7 :  The  Town  voted  that  one  Hmidred  pounds  of  the  Entwest 
Honey  In  The  trustees  Hands  of  the  towns  Proportion  of  the  fifty  then* 
sand  potmds  Loan  Should  be  Implyed  for  the  vae  aforesd  In  Part 
toward  M'  Edwards  Setikmentt.  ^ 

*'6:'^ :  The  town  Tolfd  to  Giue  M'^  Edwards  as  His  Salary  one  Hun- 
dred jx>un(Ls  A  year  :  but  it  the  value  of  the  Money  Should  Biae  ihen 
they  would  uot  be  obliged  to  Giue  So  Much :  but  Not  to  deminish  Bo 
Huch  of  it  but  that  He  Should  by  the  SaUary  Haue  an  Honourable 
And  Sutable  Maintainance  according  to  the  dignity  of  His  office. 

«*7iy :  The  town  voted  that  if  Either  by  the  deficiency  or  Lessening 
the  value  of  Bills  or  Money  that  Passeth  Now  or  by  the  Enorease  of 
M'  Edwardses  Family  He  Should  Stand  In  JSeed  of  a  Larger  Salary  in 
order  to  his  Sutable  And  Honourable  Maintainance :  that  they  would 
add  to  it  So  as  to  Make  His  Support  Sutable  And  weU  adapted  to  that 
Hononrahlc  office. 

"  The  abouesd  votes  being  Separately  putt  to  vote  They  were  all  voted 
the  day  first  abouesd. 

"  Test  Ebeneser  Pnmroy  Moderator.*' 

Sale  of  Land  to  raise    In  order  to  meet  the  obligations  incurred 
Money  to  oati7  out   '^y  [\y^.  above  TotGS  the  towii  deolded  to 

the  Preoedlnic       n       ^  t  i 

Totee.  ' '  borne  Land  to  pay  Part  or  all  the 

two  Hundred  pounds  Eemaining  to  pay 
towards  Mr.  Edwards  Settlement."  A  committee  com- 
posed of  "Cu^'  John  Stoddard.  Lieut.  Joseph  Hawley  and 
Capt.  Ebonezer  Pnmroy  was  appointed  to  dispose  of  the 
land.  Subsequently  tliey  reported  the  sale  of  ■"  the  WhoUe 
of  the  CJommon  Land  on  the  Hill  Called  the  Round  Hill," 
to  John  Stoddard  in  "  Consideration  of  foiirty  ponnds  Paid 
or  Secured  to  he  paid  to  the  Town  *  *  "  there  heing 
in  the  whole  ahout  twelve  or  thirteen  acres/'  This  pur- 
chase gave  to  the  Stoddacds  iu  connection  with  the  home> 
stead  of  Eev.  Solomon,  the  control  of  the  large  part  of  this 

1  Bee  YOL 1*  p.  SM. 
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cliai'raing  eminence,  including  its  summit  and  rea,r.  Tliis 
is  tIio  iirst  reference  to  this  locality  by  uame  upon  tlio  rec- 
ords. At  this  time  it  was  covered  with  forest  trees,  and  its 
future  possibilities  a.s  the  "  Paradise  of  America"  had  not 
then  entered  the  imagination  of  any  person.  Another  lot 
near  "  Baker's  Meadow,"  containing  six  acres  was  also  sold 
to  Mr.  Stoddard  for  £10.  Dea.  John  Clark  bought  fonrty 
acres,"  *  *  "Lying  In  a  Place  Called  Pancake  Hill' 
Plain/'  for  "Seventy-Eight  ponnds,  fiyeteen  Shilling.''' 
Here  again  cornea  in  a  nomenclature  not  heretofore  in  use, 
hnt  which  has  heen  retained  to  the  present  day.  Josiah 
Pa rfions  bought  "fourty  acres"  *  *  "at  a  place  Called 
Blow  Hill,"  for  which  he  paid  one  Hundred  and  twenty 
pounds."  Though  the  orthographv  has  been  slightly 
changed,  "Slough  Hill"  is  by  no  means  forgot  ton.  On  a 
plan  of  the  ''Inner  Commons,"  prepared  in  1754,  by  Na- 
thaniel D wight,  these  two  lots,  lying  just  above  "  Elwell's 
Island,"  between  Pine  and  Slough  Brooks,  are  designated 
as  "  land  sold  by  the  town  to  settle  a  former  minister."  To 
l^athaniel  Curtice  was  sold  about  an  acre  of  land  adjoining 
his  homestead,  near  Baker's  Marsh,  for  which  he  paid  jBS. 
The  entire  amount  received  from  these  sales  was  JS251.15. 


Ordination  and  In-    On  the  records  of  the  First  Church,  written 
ctoikdAii  of  Jon.    i)y  Rev.  Mr.  Stoddard,  whose  hand  was  then 

tremulous  with  age.  la  the  following  entry, 

and  that  is  the  only  contemporaneous  allusion  thereon  to 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Edwalrds  over  the  churcli  :  — 

**  Mr.  Jonathan  Bdwards  wi^  ordained  A  pascoar  of  the  Ckurcii  of 
Korthamptoa.**  * 

It  was  however  on  the  15  "  of  February,  and  not  on  the 
as  noted  by  Mr.  Stoddard,  that  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards 

1  Panoake  mu  or  plain  is  a  sURfat  xtso  o(  gnnind  In  tbe  vMnltj  of  the  State  Lona* 

tio  Hospital.  Tt  luidoubtecHy  derived  ita  euphonious  title  as  did  Round  Hill,  from  Ita 
abapOf  vhicU  bruad  »ud  sum^irhat  flat,  about  tiro  littadred  feet  above  the  ueaa  eea 
lerel,  sixty  teet  less  than  its  more  ambition*  clTaL  For  many  years  orlmlnal  ezeen- 
tlons  took  place  In  tills  vlctnlty,  and  It  wim  at  one  time  oailed  Gallowa  Hill  or  Gal- 
lows Plain.'' 

8  lo  Dirtgfat's  Life  of  SdwaTds,  page  107.  the  ordination  Is  said  to  bare  ooeurrcd 

on  the  15"'  of  Pahrnarjr,  and  in  aor  >r'l'\nct>  with  thn  rlar.p  of  the  letter  mlsRiri^  to  Re^. 
Mr.  WiUiiiU4i,  givea  above,  Mr.  Staddaid  must  have  been  in  erxor.  The  eatrf  maj 
have  bean  made  socoe  time  after  the  event,  aad  Us  mind,  unoertaln  like  his  hand, 
tailed  in  point  of  uemorj. 
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was  orda-iuod  to  tho  work  of  the  prosprd  ministry,  and  in- 
stfdlcxi  as  colleague  pastor  with  L.ii  grandfather,  over  the 
clmrcli  in  Noitliampton.  The  sermon  on  that  occasion 
was  preached  by  Key.  William  Williams^  of  Hatfield,  from 
n  Oor.  4:7.  No  other  record  of  the  exercises  on  that  occa- 
sion has  been  f onnd,  and  there  is  nothing  hut  the  following 
letter  to  show  who  of  the  neighboring  clergy  were  invited 
to  be  present.  This  letter  not  only  indicates  the  tten  pre- 
vailing laconic  style  of  such  missives,  but  it  also  establishes 
the  date  of  the  ordination .  "  This  day  three  weeks  "  from 
tho  "15^^  of  January,  would  be  the  15**^  and  not  the  22*  of 
February  :  — 

"January  25.  1795. 
"  KeT,  Sir.   Our  churcli  do  desire  your  preaeuce  and  atteudauce  to 
ordain  ICr.  JonAtfaan  Edwards,  this  day  three  weeks. 

Yonr  Servant, 

Solcfmon  Stoddard. 

To  Bey.  John  Williams,  Pastor  at  Deeriield.'' 


He  enters  upon  Ms    Mr.  Edwards  was  in  the  twenty-lourth  year 
th^*^S*aTor/  known,  to  the  people  per- 

bie  Auspices.  soually,  aud  came  with  the  best  of  recom- 
mendations, the  indorsement  of  his  revered 
grandfather.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  controversies, 
contentions  and  divisions  existing  in  the  community,  there 
was  practical  unanimity  in  the  choice  of  the  colleague  pas- 
tor. The  sums  voted  for  his  settlement  as  well  as  the 
amount  named  for  his  salary,  were  g:enerous,  and  the  votes 
adoj)led  from  time  to  time  were  highly  honorable  to  both 
pastor  and  people. 

Homeatead  Pur-      One  of  the  lirst  subjpots  th;it  PTUj^ri  i^od  the 

chased  tot  th©  attention  of  the  assistant  minister  .  ,m  that 
of  procuring  a  dwelling-place.  Wiiinn  a 
moil  til  after  liis  ordination,  "the  Reverend  Mr.  Edwards 
being  about  to  purchase  a  Homestead"  the  town  voted  to 
give  him  eighty  pounds,  **  and  that  to  be  in  full  for  His 
Settlement,"  although  jeSOO  had  ab-eady  been  appropriated 
for  that  purpose.  The  place  selected  by  him  was  situated 
on  King  Street,  at  the  comer  of  what  has  since  been  named 

1  ]Ir.  Williams  married  for  his  aeoond  wito,  Ohrlstlftii,  daughter  of  Ber.  BolonMm 
StoddM^  AOM.  9^, 


48 


BISTORT  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 


in  his  honor,  Edwards  Street,'  and  extended  to  tlio  south 
line  of  the  estate  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  J.  D. 
Whitney.  It  was  purchased  of  Jonathan  Sheldon  of  Snf- 
field,  in  May,  171^7.  Originally  it  embraced  a  portion  of 
two  home  lots,  granted  when  the  town  was  first  settled,  to 
Isaac  Sheldon  and  Thomas  Woodford ;  hut  one  half  of  the 
Woodford  lot  came  by  will  into  possession  of  the  Sheldons. 
Vt  the  time  of  the  sale  the  property  was  described  as  a 
Mansion  honse,  harn  and  home  lot,  in  Northampton, 
where  s'd  Edwards  now  resides,"  coutaiuirig  tliree  acres  of 
land.  The  price  paid  for  it  by  Jlibenezer  Fumroy,  Town 
Treasurer,  was  i)330. 

"Waiting  on  Mr.  Amoug  the  courteijies  extende(3  to, the  new 
Bdwavds.'*  pastor  was  one  for  which  there  seems  now 
to  be  no  adequate  explanation,  and  which 
is  not  known  to  have  prevailed  elsewhere.  Whenever  Mr. 
Edwards  went  on  a  journey  he  was  accompanied  by  some 
member  of  his  congregation,  whose  expenses  were  paid  by 
tlif^  town.  This  custom  prevailed  only  in  the  time  of  Mr. 
¥]  ]  wards,  and  was  confined  to  the  first  half  dozen  years 
of  bis  residence  here.  From  1728  to  1733,  there  are  entries 
on  tlie  Treasurer's  books  of  suras  paid  to  different  individ- 
uals fc)r  this  purpose.  Tlie  hi"st  account  of  this  nature  is 
that  of  Joseph  Miller,  in  1728,  who  was  paid  48s.  for 
**  waiting  on  Mr.  Edwards  to  New  Haven,  Horse  17 
days."  The  next  year  Sergt.  Samuel  Clapp  for  "waiting 
on  Mr.  Sdwards  to  Boston  was  allowed  £d.  In  17^9,  Dea. 
John  Clark  and  Phinehas  King  were  each  paid  488.  **  for 
waiting  on  Mr.  Edwards  to  New  Haven.  Whether  they 
both  went  at  the  same  time  is  not  stated,  but  as  both  ac- 
counts appear,  without  date^  in  the  same  warrant,  it  may 
be  inferred  that  he  had  two  waiters  on  that  trip»  The  last 
payments  of  this  nature  appear  in  173|,  when  Dea.  Allen 
was  allowed  £4.4  "  for  his  son's  waiting  on  Mr.  Edwards  to 
Boston."  On  this  occasion  Mr.  Edwards  was  absent  two 
weeks,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Barber  supplied  the  pulpit.  At  an-  ♦ 
other  time  previous  to  this,  Benjamm  Sheldon  weijt  with 
the  minister  to  New  Haven,  and  received  £2.10.    As  these 

1.  WlMn  the  nilroad  grade  oiMslnga  were  eboUahed,  in  MM  end  1807,  the  itieet 
WM  olienged  to  iti  preeent  poiitioa. 
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accounts  form  a  part  of  the  annual  budget  of  town  ex- 
penses, and  are  without  date,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a 
clue  to  the  reason  of  these  journeys.  Yet  as  they  were 
only  to  Boston  and  New  Haven,  it  may  be  conjectured  that 
they  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  attending  commence- 
ment exercises  at  Harvard  and  Yale  colleges. 

DattosotthoMwho  What  may  have  been  the  duties  of  these 
Waited  on  Mr.  Bd-  persons  is  nowhere  stated.  Probably  they 
went  as  companions  or  protectors,  rather 
than  in  the  capacity  of  servants,  though  they  may  have 
combined  the  duties,  of  both.  During  the  times  of  Indian 
disturbances,  it  was  not  deemed  safe  to  travel  long  distances 
alone,  and  out  of  tliat  consideration  probably  grew  the  cus- 
tom, thougli  at  this  time  pejice  prevailed.  In  a  few  years,  as 
soon  as  affairs  became  permanently  settled,  the  practice 
was  discontinued.  It  is  possible,  however,  tinit  these  men 
had  other  duties  to  perform.  In  those  days  everybody  trav- 
eled on  horseback,  and  undoubtedly  one  service  rendered 
was  the  care  of  the  horses.  Clergymen  then,  more  than 
at  the  present  day,  were  the  guests  of  their  brother  minis- 
ters, and  whatever  assistance  could  be  rendered  by  these 
attendants,  was  grateful  alike  to  host  and  guest.  From 
the  payments  allowed,  the  legitimate  conclusion  may  be 
reached  that  these  waiters  or  companions  made  themselv^ 
comfortable  at  the  taverns.  These  journeys  were  slow  and 
tedious  compared  with  the  rapid  and  luxuriotis  modes  of 
travel  that  now  prevail.  Seventeen  days  were  consumed 
in  the  visit  to  New  Haven  and  return.  But  a  small  yiortion 
of  this  time,  however,  could  have  been  spyui  upon  the  road. 
The  journey  to  Hartford  was  ^lsually  made  iii  one  day,  and 
another  day  would  have  been  ample  in  w^hich  to  reach  New 
Haven.  Of  the  seventeen  days  to  New  Haven,  two  weeks 
at  least,  might  have  been  passed  in  that  city.  This  journey 
was  undoubtedly  made  in  the  year  1727,  as  the  account  was 
allowed  on  the  S**  of  January  173|,  and  may  have  been  on 
the  occasion  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Edwards,  which  oc- 
curred in  July  of  that  year.  The  expenses  for  the  attend- 
ant and  horse  on  this  occasion  were  48s.,  equal  to  |8,  or 
about  47  cents  per  day.  The  minister  paid  his  own  ex- 
penses, except  it  may  have  been  the  keeping  of  his  horse. 
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About  forty-fiye  miles  were  considered  a  fair  day's  travel 
wlien  on  a  journey  of  two  or  three  days,  though  on  ocoa> 
sion  i>erson8  covered  fifty  or  even  sixty  miles  in  a  day.. 
Roads  were  poor  and  uneven,  settlements  widely  scattered^ 
and  the  route  in  whatever  direotion,  tiresome  and  lonely. 
There  is  little  wonder  tliat  travelers  went  in  company  if 
possible,  or  that  the  minister  found  great  convenience  in 
having  an  attendant.  The  journey  to  Boston  was  the  most 
expensive  of  them  all.  In  1733.  the  eost  to  the  town  of  pro- 
viding an  attendant  to  that  city  was  sixteen  dollars.^ 

Mr  Kdwards'Sdiarj    After  thp  d^ath  of  Ml'.  Stoddard,  when  the- 

incroaao.i  from    ontirc  bujvlrti  of  tho  paiish  fell  iipon  the 

year  to  year.  ITM       ,       u  ■  ^        :t  . 

^1746,  shoulders  r,i  the  young  pastor,  the  town 

doubled  his  Scilary.  According  to  the  vote, 
£100  wa$  granted  "for  His  Support  besides  his  Stated  SaU 
ary.''  The  next  year,  but  £40  was  added,  but  in  1732,  the^ 
stipend  was  placed  at  £200.  This  was  in  accordance  with 
the  vote  at  his  settlement,  which  obligated  the  town  to  give* 
him  an  adequate  support,  whatever  might  be  the  fluctna- 
tions  in  the  value  of  money.  During  the  next  five  year» 
the  salary  remained  at  these  figures.  In  1738  he  was  paid 
£250,  in  1739  but  £220,  and  in  1710  it  was  increased  to  £280, 
with  fire- wood  in  addition.*  The  next  year  twenty  pounds 
were  added,  and  he  was  to  have  the  use  of  one  half  of  the 

1  The  journey  from  ?forthamp*oM  t  i  Boston  required  ufiually  a  littlf>  more  than 
two  i»f9^  doting  the  fitat  halt  of  tutt  ei^teenth  ovntury.  But  a  few  hours,  howerer.. 
of  the  third  dagr  were  mecneraty.  If  aa  ewrly  alart  were  made  bat  two  daya  wen 
consumed.   On  the  r'--i:rn  \l  was  customarj  to  leave  Boetcn  latpi  in  thr-  iftTnoon, 
travel  ten  or  Dfteen  niiles  and  rest  over  nfn^,  reaching  home  ou  thti  tlurci  duy.  Peo- 
ple genesally  wore  oaoefolto  go  Ott  tiiese  journeys  iu  company,  both  for  sooiabUity 
and  safety.  Hacttord  waa  eaatly  leaohed  to  one  day.  fiorae  hfxe  wetna  to  have  been 
charged  at  the  rmte  of  one  and  one  half  panoe  per  mile,  thoogh  the  eatabllohed  price 
toBoatOn — one  hundred  miles— was  for  many  years  twelre  shillingSf  bat  in  iTSa,  had 
adTanoed  to  eighteen  ahllUoga ;  to  Hartford  the  oharge  waa  fire  ehOllDgs,  aod  theae- 
were  probably  the  pvleea  in  Mr.  Bdwarda*  time.  Mr.  Boberi  Break,  a  merohant  of 
Northampton,  expended  in  1174.  £2.19.9  in  the  round  trip  to  Boston  for  busine.Hs  pvir- 
poses,  including  horse  hire,  which  was  two  peace  per  mile.  The  first  Joseph  Haw  ley  ^ 
in  lOO,  ehacved  twelve  ebiUings  **  tot  hotee  to  the  bay."  Samael  Cl»vp*e  allowanee 
for  Htteuding  M r.  'Rdwaids  to  BoBton— 0~^was  about  the  eame  a  trifle  rooie—as  the 
expensfl  of  Mr.  Breok. 

2  Knornious  quantities  Of  wood  seem  to  hare  been  needed  to  meet  the  neoessitiea 
of  tbe  case.  Until  a  permanent  tMia  for  the  salary  Iwd  bneu  decided  upon,  wood, 
was  furnished  In  addition  to  the  flfOMS  quoted  abore.  The  flrst  aoeonat  was  in 
ir44>4i,  when  he  had  75  loads;  ^  loads  wer«  reqnfted  iu  lTil4;  78  in  174S4;  t»  loads  in 
1743^ ;  04  loads  In  I74M;  80  loads  in  1746^7;  and  $0  loads  in  1747-8.  The  prlee  paid, 
waried  firom  lOa,  end  14s.  to  98s.  and  Ms.  in  1747-8. 
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sequestered  land,  and  his  fire-wood.  Within  the  next  two 
years,  his  compensation  was  increased  to  £50,  and  for  three 
years  more  it  remained  at  £350.  In  1745,  owing  to  the  con- 
tinued depreciation  of  the  value  of  money,  Mr.  Edwards 
desired  to  have  a  fixed  and  definite  salary,  renewing  his  re- 
quest from  year  to  year,  till  a  basis  for  a  permanent  com- 
pensation was  adopted,  the  controversy  regarding  which 
will  be  noted  in  its  proper  sequence.  While  this  discns- 
sion  was  in  progress,  a  liberal  salary  was  voted  each  year. 


CHAPTER  V. 

RBV.  SOLOMON  STODDABD. 
Death  and  Funeral     REV.  SoloHlOn  Stoddald  died  On  tllO  11*"  Of 

Of  Mr.  sttxidftTd.  February,  17:35,  at  the  age  of  86,  two  years 
after  tlie  settlement  of  "his  grandsoTi  as  col- 
league pastor.  It  was  a  day  of  genuine  sadness  and  griei 
when  the  last  rites  of  sepulture  were  rendered.  The  meet- 
ing-house was  lillod  with  reverent  mourners,  and  with 
swelling  hearts  and  tear-stained  faces  the  great  congrega- 
tion listened  to  the  ia.sL  tributes  paid  to  ono  whom  they 
loved  as  a  parent  and  revered  as  a  teacher.  The  funeral 
sermon  was  preached  by  Bev.  William  Williams  of  Hat- 
field, son-in-law  to  Mr.  Stoddard.  In  silence  the  long  pro- 
cession wended  its  way  to  the  cemetery,  and  when  the  last 
ceremony  ended,  there  was  sorrow  and  lamentation  every- 
where. This  nniyersal  sentiment  of  distress  was  recognized 
throughout  the  province,  and  words  of  tender  sympathy 
towards  his  people,  as  well  as  of  sincere  respect  to  his  mem- 
ory, were  uttered  from  many  pulpits  throughout  the  Oom- 
nionwealtli. 

At  the  following  March  meeting,  a  comniittee  was  chosen 
to  obtain  and  have  printed  a  copy  of  the  funeral  sermon  of 
Mr.  Williams,  and  of  that  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards, 
on  the  Sabbath  after  Mr.  Stoddard's  death.  The  two  ser- 
mons were  bound  together,  but  no  copies  of  the  pamphlet 
have  been  handed  down,  though  extracts  from  the  sermon 
of  Mr.  Williams  still  exist. 

Parentace.  Birth    Mr.  Stoddard  was  the  son  of  Anthony  Stod- 
MdBMi^Lifo.     dard  of  Boston,  a  man  prominent  in  the 
early  history  of  the  colony,  and  of  Mary, 
daughter  of  Emmanuel  Downing  of  Salem.   He  was  bom 


REV  SOLOMON  STODDARD. 


63 


October  4^**,  1643.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  having  pursued 
his  preparatory  studies  niirlpv  the  fainoiis  Master  Corlet,  at 
Cambridge,  he  was  graduated  at  Harvard'College,  and  the 
same  year  was  elected  Fellow  of  the  House."  In  1667,  he 
was  chosen  Ijibrarian  of  the  college.  T»eii!g  tlie  first  incum- 
bent of  that  ot^ice,  and  held  the  position  seven  «yeaTS.  Im- 
paired health,  induced  by  too  close  mental  application, 
caused  him  to  accept  the  offer  of  Ohftplain  to  Barbadoes 
under  Governor  Searle,  where  he  remained  two  years 
preaching  to  dissenters.  He  returned  to  Boston  a  short 
time  previous  to  the  death  of  Bev.  Eleazar  Mather.  Ac- 
cepting the  invitation  to  settle  in  Northampton,  he  became 
a  permanent  resident  of  the  place  in  1670.  Thenceforth 
his  life  became  part  and  parcel  of  that  of  the  people  to 
whom  he  ministered. 

Hi8  Position  an ^  Miich  of  his  biography,  embraced  in  the 
iBftttenoe  is  the  historical  details  of  his  time,  has  already 
Commaiiity.  been  Spread  upon  these  pages.  During  sixty 
years  of  active  service,  he  left  an  ineffaceable  impress  upon 
the  ecclesiastical,  moral  and  business  life  of  the  town. 
Established  as  pastor  here  within  eighteen  years  of  its  first 
settlement,  and  but  ten  years  after  the  formation  of  the 
church,  he  grew  up  with  the  community,  molded  and 
shaped  the  religious  education  of  two  generations,  and  died 
revered,  honored  and  sincerely  mourned.  A  discussion  of 
the  position  of  the  church  at  the  time  of  his  ordination, 
and  its  action  soon  after,  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  tliese 
volumes.  ^  That  which  has  been  termed  "Mr.  Stoddard's 
system,'^  more  particularly  as  relating  to  baptisms,  but 
which  was  in  reality  the  outcome  of  the  Rynod  of  1662, 
having  lieen  adopted  by  the  church  previous  to  Ids  arrival, 
was  put  into  working  order  within  two  months  of  his  set- 
tlement. Before  the  close  of  the  following  January,  more 
than  one  liundred  persons  )iad  takeii  the  covenant,  and  a 
large  number  of  their  children  had  heen  baptized.  Within 
the  first  six  months  of  his  pastorate,  fifty  children  had  re- 
ceived this  rite,  and  during  the  next  four  years  one  hun- 
dred more  were  baptized.  This  half-way  opening  of  the 
church  doors  was  soon  followed  by  a  still  further  widening 

1  VoLl,pp.aiS,814. 
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of  them  :  the  unregenerate  were  admitted  as  communi- 

cants,  and  the  record  of  baptismg  ceased.  This  occurred 
in  1677,  and  tlie  practice  was  not  revived  till  five  years 
a^ter  the  death  of  Mr.  btoddard. 

Baiigtous  Awiikeii-    His  labors  were  very  successful  and  many 
^  were  added  to  tlie  church.    Five  times 

witliin  the  term  of  his  ministrations,  was 
there  a  liberal  outpouring  of  the  spirit.  Bevivals  of  relig- 
ion  occurred  in  1679,  1683, 1713,  and  1718.  The  most  re- 
markable of  these  "  harvests,'^  as  he  called  them,  were  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth,  though  many  were  admitted  at 
other  times.  ^  During  the  next  nine  years,  there  was  a  time 
of  stupidity  and  immorality  among  the  young,  and  conten- 
tions between  the  *'  Court  and  Country  Party,"  which  the 
influence  of  the  aged  pastor  was  powerless  to  assuage.  This 
was  undoubtedly  the  time  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Edwards,  in 
the  passage  heretofore  quoted.  The  whole  numl)er  of  mem- 
bers admitted  during  the  fifty-seven  years  that  Air.  Stod- 
dai'd  occupied  the  pulpit  here,  was  six  hundred  thirty. 

Bi»  inffliMnoe.  Solomou  Stoddard  was  a  man  of  great  learn- 
ing and  undoubted  piety,  and  he  also  pos- 
sessed business  talents  of  no  mean  order ;  consequently  he 
soon  commanded  the  respect,  confidence,  and  esteem  of  his 
people.  Not  only  did  he  win  the  love  and  good-will  of  his 
townsmen,  but  his  talents  soon  gave  him  the  position  of 
leader  among  the  churches  in  Western  Massachusetts,  and 
he  ''possessed,  probably,  more  influencf^  tlmii  any  other 
Clergyman  in  the  province,  during  a  period  of  thirty 
years.**  • 

Tb*  iNstiiifuiBhiiiB    A  characteristic  feature  in  the  pastorate  of 
peenuaritzofhis    jjp.  Stoddard  was  the  peculiar  doctrine 
which  he  advocated  concerning  the  admis- 
sion of  adults  to  the  Table  of  the  Lord.  Though  he  was 
not  the  originator  of  the  practice,  yet  he  defended  the  prin- 

1  "  Anci  he  was  f Avuur*d  with  m  more  than  ordinary  Presence  of  Qcul  ia  bis  Work, 
•ad  many  Seals  of  bis  Ministry;  in  the  Goune  of  whioh  there  were  three  remarkable 
SaaaaiM,  in  whioh  the  Spirit  of  CKid  so  movM  upon  the  H««arts  of  hi>  People,  that  it 

became  almost  th«  general  cry  of  the  pla<?e,  What  must  I  do  to  be  saved  Boston 
Weekly  Newit  Letter,  Feb.  80, 1729.  Obituary  probably  written  by  Rey.  Jonathan  £d- 
wards. 

S  DwlffhVs  Travels,  TOi.  1,  p.  sn. 
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«iple  with  so  much  vigor  and  ability,  that  his  name  soon 

"became  identified  witt  it,  and  '*  Stoddardeanism"  gained  a 
strong  foothold  throughout  the  Province.  While  an  eccle- 
siastical controversy  does  not  properly  come  within  tlie 
scope  of  this  work,  aii  outline  of  the  position  assumed  by 
him  is  perhaps  needed  in  order  to  form  a  correct  estimate 
of  the  character  of  Northampton's  second  minister. 

Stoddard*  »B  i  8  m  The  sentiments  as  well  as  the  practice  of 
Mr.  Stoddard,  as  understood  in  his  time, 
are  thus  succinctly   summarized   in  an 

anonymons  volume  entitled  "  The  Life  and  Character  of 

the  late  reverend  Mr,  Jonathan  Edwards,  President  of  the 
college  at  New  Jersey."  piihlished  in  1765  : — * 

"Mr.  Stoddard,  Mr.  Edwards's  grand-fatbcr  nnd  predecessor,  in  the 
"Work  of  the  mmistry,  was  of  the  opinion,  that  uucouverted  persons, 
coDBider'cl  as  mdh,  heA  a  right  in  the  sight  of  God,  to  the  Saontment  cC 
the  Lord's  Sapper ;  that  therefore  it  wa^^  their  duty  to  come  to  that 
ordinftQce.  thon^h  thftv  knew  they  had  iio  true  goodness  or  gospel  holi- 
ikesa.  He  maintain' d  that  visible  chnstianity  does  not  consist  in  a  pro- 
ftosioii  or  appearance  of  tbat  whereSn.  true  holiness  or  real  ohristiaaiity 
•oonalBfes :  that  therefore,  the  profeaeioii  which  perscms  make  in  order 
to  be  received  as  visible  members  of  Christ's  Chnrch,  onght  not  to  be 
such  Hs  to  express  or  imply  a  real  compliance  with,  or  consent  to  the 
terms  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  a  hearty  embracing  the  gospel.  So 
that  they  who  really  reject  Jesns  Christ,  and  didlke  the  gosp^  way  of 
salvation  in  their  hearts,  and  know  that  this  is  true  of  thanselr^,  may 
make  the  profession  without  lying  and  hypocrisy.  Accordingly,  he 
endeavoored  to  form  a  short  profession  for  p^sons  to  make,  in  order 
to  be  admitted  into  the  church,  and  come  to  the  sacrament,  answerable 
to  this  principle.  And  it  took  place  and  was  practised  npon  in  North- 
ampton ;  and  persons  were  admitted  into  the  church,  and  to  the  sacra- 
ment, not  under  the  notion  of  their  being  true  saints,  or  that  they  had 
any  real  goodness." 

sispraetioe.        This  principle,  which  was  the  legitimate 
outgrowth  of  the  "half-way  coyenant/* 

was  at  all  points  antagonistic  to  the  position  assumed  by 
the  Puritan  churches  of  New  England,  and  caused  consid- 
•erable  commotion  among  the  divine;?  of  that  day.  In  the 
first  place  it  may  be  well  to  consider  what  his  practice 
xeally  was.  Did  he  enroll  as  chnrch  members  in  fnll  com- 
munion, tJiose  whom  he  admitted  under  the  half-w^ay  cov- 

1  This  book  ■was  very  probably  prepared  bj  Rev.  I>r.  Samuel  BopklDs,  fourth  mia- 
IstSK  Ut  Hftdler,  Mttled  In  17B4.  He  wm  a  amphaiw  ot  Rot.  JoMthan  Bdwttcds. 
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enant,  tliougli  tliey  gave  no  evidence  of  regeueratioii  ? 
The  general  belief,  .«itipported  by  the  eomhined  testimony  of 
all  who  have  written  upon  the  subject,  is  that  such  was  his 
practice.  Tet  he  **  preached  eameetiy  and  powerful]7  upon 
the  necessity  of  regeneration  and  a  holy  life  in  order  to 
salvation."  ^  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  half-way 
covenant  was  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  persons 
fai-  enough  into  the  church  to  allow  tiie  baptism  of  their 
children,  with  the  hope  that  when  once  entered  and  brought 
under  religious  influences,  they  would  grow  in  grace,  and 
come  within  the  fold.  It  was  simply  in  furtherance  of  this 
purpose,  that  the  church  in  Northampton  put  its  candidates 
"into  a  state  of  education,"  requiring  them  "publicly  to 
take  hold  of  the  covenant  of  the  Liord  as  a  grace  bestowing 
covenant.^* 

Mr.  stoddacd'v  p*-   Mr.  Stoddard's  idea  seems  to  have  been  but 
of  ^  "  *   another  step  in  this  system  of  religious  cul- 
iouasdamiumif    ture.   He  claimed  that    the  Lord's  Supper 
is  instituted  to  be  a  means  of  regeneration/' 

and  so  to  be  employed  as  an  incentive  towards  the  adoption 
of  a  religious  life.  The  church  doors  were  not  even  par- 
tially opened  to  anj"^  who  were  not  willing  to  publicly  ac- 
knowledge their  belief  in  the  tenets  of  salvation,  by  own- 
ing the  covenant,"  and  "  subjecting  themselves  to  the  teach- 
ings &  government  of  Jesus  Christ  in  this  church  &  en- 
gaging according  to  their  place  and  power  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  it.**  By  this  means  they  formed  a  connection 
with  the  church  sufficient  to  admit  themselves  and  their 
children  to  the  rite  of  baptism.  To  emphasize  and  accel- 
erate this  process  of  education  was  the  design  and  purport 
of  "  Stoddardeanism.**  Mr.  Stoddard  complained  of  having- 
been  misunderstood  and  misrepresented.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve nor  did  he  argue  that  the  rite  in  itself  had  any  saving 
efficacy.*  Admission  to  the  Lord's  Table  was  not  in  his 
view  the  only  qualification  for  salvation.  But  whatever 
may  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  pastor,  the  church  had 
1  Her.  J.  P.  Thompmik,  Bib.  Bmi»»  toL  18,  p.  9t9. 

9  "  As  Mr.  Stoddard  ezplalnad  bis  vtew  It  m»  not  Out  noD-believen  of  wbaterer 
grftd«  Blioold  11M  tiM  Lord^  Sappar  M  »  MTfog  orditMOM,  but  ttattt  thOM  wliMii  li* 
v^srdAd  M  nomtiMllj  in  oluiMh  oonneatloa  ktj  baptiWD,  tbounh  tioaid  and  iiuiMilto> 
fled  as  to  their  8plritul«t«to  tllOIlM  OM  tUs  ordillMIO*  IMaw  of  g«M«.*^Btb. 
Sftc^  TOl.  Ifi,  p.  sift. 
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prescribed  the  method  of  admitting  percons  to  full  mem- 
bcrshi]).  and  the  records  contain  no  intimation  that  it  had 
ever  been  changed,  Neither  is  thei-e  anything  to  be  found 
in  them  anihorizing  tlie  statement  that  Mr.  Stoddard 
adopted  a  foiru  of  confession  in  accordance  with  his  own 
peculiar  views. 

The  Reformiug  Synod  of  1679,  declared  that  persons 
must  make  profession  of  faith  and  repentance  in  order  to 
gain  fnll  admission  into  the  church,  and  Mr.  Stoddard  ad- 
mits that  he  voted  in  its  favor.  Though  the  doctrine  advo- 
cated by  him  was  only  partially  discussed  in  that  assembly* 
the  inference  is  undoubted  that  notwithstanding  the  ad- 
mission to  partake  of  the  holy  rite  of  communion,  wbicb 
was  then  practiced  in  other  churches  if  not  in  Northamp- 
ton, candidates  must  also  make  a  profession  of  faith  and 
repentance.  Mr.  Stoddard  was  not  so  inconsistent  as  to 
preach  one  doctrine  and  practice  another. 

The  Scheme  Pro-  relial>le  data  are  at  liand  sufficient  to  de* 

muigated.  terndne  when  this  method  was  introduced 

here.  There  i&  a  probability,  however,  that 
it  was  iu  practice  in  ISurthampton  as  early  as  1677,  witliin 
five  years  of  the  settlement  of  the  second  minister.  In 
that  year,  Increase  Mather,  in  an  election  sermon,  de- 
nounced the  prevalence  of  "  Stoddardeanism  among  the 
clergy.*  Two  years  later  Mr.  Stoddard  seems  to  have  up- 
held this  theory  at  the  session  of  the  Reforming  Synod,  as 
far  as  he  was  permitted.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the 
opening  of  the  eighteenth  century  that  he  alluded  to  the 
subject  in  the  pulpit.  The  public  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion between  Increase  and  Cotton  Mather  on  one  side,  and 
Mr.  Stoddard  on  the  other,  commenced  in  the  year  1700, 
though  the  sermon  in  which  the  latter  fully  explained  his 
views  was  not  delivered  till  1704,  nor  published  till  three 
years  later.  Books,  pamphlets,  sermons  followed  each 
other  in  quick  j^nccession  for  eight  or  nine  years.  In  1709, 
Mr.  Stoddard  published  the  final  vindication  of  his  system 
in  a  sermon  entitled,  "An  Appeal  to  the  Learned,  Being  a 
Vindication  of  the  Right  of  Visible  Saints  to  the  Lord's 
Supper,  Though  they  be  destitute  of  a  Saving  Work  of 

1  Walker's  Cx«eds  Md  PUttonns  <»C  OongreRatlouaUam,  p.  9B0. 
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God's  Spirit  in  their  Hearts ;  against  the  exceptions  of  In- 
crease Mather."  Here  the  matter  rested  till  twenty  years 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Stoddard,  The  discussion  was  re- 
vived by  Jonathan  Edwards  in  1749,  and  was  continued 
through  the  century. 

iti  PopuUtitj.  'I'he  doctrine  advocated  by  Mr.  Stoddard 
was  popular  dnring*  his  lifetime,  and  nearly 
all  the  churches  in  The  Hampshire  Association,  which  em- 
braced tlie  old  County  <>f  Hampshire  and  three  tow  ii?,  in 
Connecticut,  practiced  the  system.  At  the  time  of  the  dis- 
mission of  Mr.  Edwards,  not  more  than  three  of  the  twenty- 
five  settled  pastors  witiiin  the  limits  of  the  Association 
were  decidedly  anti-Stoddardean.^ 

Ttedition  coucorD-  In  connection  with  this  belief,  and  so  curi- 
iogiuttowttcoii.  ously  explanatory  of  it  in  part  that  one 
might  wish  it  were  xmimpeachahle,  comes 
the  tradition  concerning  the  conversion  of  Mr.  Stoddard 
himself.  Nothing  appears  to  establish  the  reliability  of  the 
story,  yet  the  possiinlity  of  its  truth  wonderfully  illumi- 
nates the  position  of  tiie  Northampton  pastor.  It  would,  of 
course,  have  more  value  and  force,  had  Mr.  Stoddard  been 
the  originator  of  the  practice  he  so  strenuously  upheld. 

This  tradition  is  related  by  Rev.  Dr.  Lathrop,  who  set- 
tled at  West  Springfield  soon  after  ]!fr.  Edwards  was  dis- 
missed, when  the  recollection  of  that  bitter  struggle  was 
fresh  in  mind.  His  statement  is  that,  when  Mr.  Stoddard 
was  installed  over  the  church  at  Northampton,  he  had  not 
been  converted.  His  wife,  widow  of  his  predecessor,  Bev. 
Eleazar  Mather,  becoming  convinced  of  this  fact,  arranged 
a  series  of  weekly  meetings  with  other  Christian  ladies  of 
the  congregation  to  pray  that  the  pastor  might  experience 
a  change  of  heart.  "At  length  Mr.  Stoddard  was  led  to 
notice  that  on  a  certain  day  of  each  week,  iii  rht-  aftrrnoon, 
his  wife  was  wont  to  go  out  as  to  some  ap]>oiiitment. His 
curiosity  becoming  excited,  he  asked  her  what  it  was  that 
called  her  away  with  such  an  unvarying  regularity  each 
week.  She  told  huu  frank iy.  ♦  ♦  *  This  set  Mr.  Stod- 
dard upon  a  course  of  most  serious  and  earnest  thinking,'' 

1  **'8to4dAtdeaiiiam,**N«wBii|^der«l8tf,Tol.4,p.aO. 
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and  some  time  aftei  Tvards,  while  administering  the  Lord's 

Supper,  he  suddenly  had  sucli  '*  a  new  and  wonderful  reve- 
lation of  the  gospel  scheme,"  that  he  was  scarcely  able  to 
complete  the  service.  * 

PropoMgtoB0tai»>'  About  this  time  he  advocated  the  establish- 
^»N«tlon4i  ment  of  a  ''National  Church/'  He  con- 
tended that  inaivuiual  churches  sliould  bo 
accountable  to  some  controlling  authority,  else  "every  par- 
ticular Congregation  is  absolute  and  iudependant,  and  not 
lesponsable  to  any  higher  Power."  The  proposition,  how- 
ever, did  not  meet  with  general  acceptance,  and  no  attempt 
was  made  to  carry  out  the  suggestion.* 

Take»  Part  to  the  In  the  fall  of  1679,  a  Synod  of  the  churches, 
BefotmiogSrDod.  called  the  "Reforming  Synod,"  was  con- 
vened at  Boston  by  order  of  the  General 
Court.  ^  Mr.  Stoddard  was  a  member  of  it  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  its  deliberations.  No  published  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  body  was  ever  made,  and  the 
Journal  of  Peter  Thacher*  seems  to  be  the  only  record  of 
its  transactions  at  present  available.  Its  results  were 
printed  by  order  of  the  General  Court,  but  not  its  proceed- 
ings. An  episode  in  the  debate  in  which  Mr.  Stoddard 
prominently  figured  is  thus  rehited  by  Mr.  Thaeher:  — 

"  After  Lecture  y*  sins  of  oppression  was  in  debate  &  8oe  m'  Whel- 
lock  declares  yer  was  a  cry  of  injustice  ill  y'  magistiates  &  miuiaters 
were  not  rated  [taxed]  w*  Occasioned  a  very  warme  discourse.  M* 
stodder  charged  j*  Deputy  [Wliellock]  with  saying  what  was  not  tme 
&  y*  Deputy  Govern^  told  him  he  de'=ervp4  to  be  laid  by  y*  heals  &c., 
after  we  brokeup  y*  Deputy  asked  f orgivenesse  of  him  &  told  him  hee 
ireely  forgave  him,  but     Stoddor  was  high. 

"  19  Sept.  '79.  T*  Deputy  owned  his  being  in  to  great  a  heat  Sc  de- 
sired y*  Lord  to  forgive  Ssm*  Stodder  did  something  tfao*  very  lit- 
fte  by  a  Deputy.'* 

1  Ke«Bnglukder,U84.Tol.«,ppu6B«,eBSu 
8  Oexter^s  OongNsaitiooaUcni,  p.  SIO. 

3  Itodntr  was  **th9  MuiwU  of  tb9  plattorme  ot  4^ieeip^a»  «gf»«d  vpon  bj  fb9 
ohaiob.««,  iei7,  and  what  «1m  may  appeara  neoessarr  for  the  pMTaatlnf  aebiabiBMi, 
bMt«il««,  pTophanCM,  &  the  eBtablishmeut  o(  tbe  chucohea  in  one  faitlk  A  ordev  of 

the  gospell."— Records  of  Massaebuaette,  vol.  5.  p.  215. 

4  Tbe  entire  Journal  is  publisbed  in  Walker's  Creeds  and  Fla^oims  of  Congrega* 
ilonaUam,  pp.  41T41t. 
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Tho  System  Di8«    Mr.  Stoddard  seems  to  liave  been  greatly 
cussed.  exercised  "by  this  affair,  and  was  not  easily 

appeased.  As  was  the  custom  in  tlio  plain- 
spoken  debates  of  that  time,  there  was  undonbtedly  an  in- 
terchaugo  of  sharp  words,  all  the  more  bitter  because  of 
the  earnestness  of  the  dispntants.  On  the  same  day  the 
"Half  way  Covenant"  was  partially  discussed.  Thacher 
tlms  refers  to  it  under  the  above  date :  — 

*•  y 8  day  yy  diacuased  y»  remedyes  aiid  debited  at  y*  ^d  of  each  Par- 
agraph ;  was  much  debate  about  Persons  being  admitted  to  fnll 
communion  Sb  M'  Stodder  j*  minister  offered  to  dispute  against  it  ie 

brought  one  arguraent.  Mather  vn  s  ro«pondent  M'  Oaks  Modral^^ 
but  after  some  time  y*  rest  of  bis  argomts  were  deferred  &  at  present 
it  was  eased.** 


Kr.  Slioddard'ft  Vot-     The  opposition  of  Mr.  Stoddard  was  to 
ilono<tiieD9b«t«.     the  report  of  the  committee,  and  not  to 

the  proiK>8iticHi  to  allow  tinregenerate  per- 
sons to  come  to  the  communion  table.  His  own  version  of 
this  affair  is  annexed :  ~ 

The  words  ot  the  Synod  are  these— It  is  requisite  tiiat  Persons  be 
not  admitted  tmto  Oommmdon  in  the  Lord's  Sapper  witbont  maUng  a 
Personal  &  Public  Profession  of  their  FUtb  and  Repeniance.  I  shall 

give  the  world  an  Aeconnt  bow  the  matt<»r  was  nrff^.  flome  of  the 
Elders  in  the  Synod  had  drawu  up  a  Conclusion,  That  persons  ahoald 
make  a  Relation  of  the  work  of  God*s  Spirit  upon  their  hearts,  in  order 
to  coming  into  fall  Oommanion.  Some  others  of  the  Elders  objected 

against  it,  and  after  some  dificourse  it  was  agreed  to  have  a  diqmte  on 
that  question.  Whether  those  Profesaorg  of  Religion  as  are  of  good 
Oouversation,  are  not  to  be  admitted  to  foil  Communion,  provided  they 
are  able  to  Eiamlne  tbemsdves,  and  discern  the  Lord*s  body.  Mr. 
[busrease]  Madier,  held  the  negative;  I  labored  to  make  good  the 
AflBrmative;  the  result  was  That  they  Wotted  out  thnt  clause  of  Mak- 
ing a  Relation  of  the  work  of  God's  Spirit,  and  pnt  iii  the  room  of  it. 
The  Making  a  Profession  of  their  Faith  and  Repentance ;  and  so  X 
Voted  with  the  Beet,  and  am  of  the  same  jadgment  still.*'  > 

According  to  Mr.  Thacher,  the  discussion  was  evidently 
cut  short.  The  Synod  was  unwilling  to  enter  upon  an  in- 
terminable debate  upon  a  question  that  had  not  been  pro- 
pounded for  its  deliberation. 

1  Kr.  Stoddard**  A|>pMl  to  the  L«wned. 
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PabiiahedSennona.  Many  sermons  were  pul  dished  by  Mr.  Stod- 
dard, sevoi'al  of  wliicli  liave  since  been  re- 
printed. The  list  of  his  printed  discoursos  numbers  twenty- 
two.  In  1703  he  preached  the  Annual  Election  Sermon" 
before  the  Legielature. 

PMsonai  Appear.    Very  little  is  known  concerning  his  per- 
•nee.  sonal  appearance,  and  no  portrait  of  him 

has  been  handed  down.  "  His  Stature  was 
something  taller  than  the  comnion  Size,  his  conntenaiice 
comely,  his  Presence  venerable  ;  his  whole  Look  and  Be- 
haviour such  as  gave  those  w}io  eonvers'd  with  hini,  o(^ca- 
sion  to  say  of  him,  as  the  Woman  of  the  Prophet,  1  per- 
ceive that  this  is  a  lioly  Man  of  (lod."*  **  His  convei'sa- 
tion  was  grave  but  delightful  and  very  profitable,  accom- 
panied by  a  very  sweet  affability  and  a  freedom  from  mo- 
roseness,  often  pleasantness,  but  not  lightness  or  vanity."  * 
Imagine  a  tall,  spare  man,  of  sober  and  solemn  demeanor, 
stem  in  aspect,  clad  in  the  regulation  ministerial  costume  of 
the  day,  sedate  in  manner,  alert  and  bnsiness-like  in  action ; 
yet  with  a  courtesy  and  affability  of  bearing  that  speedily 
won  the  respect  and  veneration  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact. 

He  rr^ached  with-  Hc  uot  ouly  preachcd  without  notes  him- 
out  Notes,  bat  gelfj  but  argued  stronglv  against  their  use 
^11:::  by  others.  In  «  sermon  pubUshed  ia  1784. 
mon*'  entitled,  '*The  Defects  of  Preachers  re- 

proved,'' he  denounces  the  custom  of  reading  sermons.  The 
practice  he  says,  "may  be  tolerable  when  men*s  memories 
heeome  imperfect  by  age,  but  ordinarily  it  is  not  to  be 
allowed."  Till  his  86'**  year  (in  which  he  died)  he  was  a 
constant  Preacher  one  Part  of  the  Lord's  days  and  at  a 
Monthly  Lecture,  without  the  use  of  Notes  at  all."'  Ap- 
parently his  discourses  were  all  carefully  prepared,  hut 
were  not  usually  completely  written  out.  One  liundred 
"fifty  of  his  sermons  are  contained  in  a  small  12""  MS.  vol- 
ume, five  and  one  half  by  three  and  one  half  inches  in  size, 
on  a  page  and  a  liali  of  which  is  written  the  notes  of  an 
entire  sermon.   The  whole  contains  one  hundred  thirty- 

1  Bo«toii  Weekly  NeiTB  Letter,  F^b.  90,1790. 

9  BeT.  Kr.  WUllMns^FimeTalSeTmoa. 

8  BoatoaWeekljr  Newt  Letter,  Feb.  90,  im 
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one  lines  and  averages  about  sixteen  words  to  a  line.  It 
would  occupy  about  five  pages  in  type  such  as  these  pages 
are  printed  upon.  This  little  leaf,  written  more  than  two 
hundred  years  ago  in  characters  so  minute  that  they  can- 
not  he  deciphered,  though  the  ink  has  not  faded,  nor  the 
paper  been  defaced  by  much  handling,  represents  but  a 
minute  portion  of  the  labor  and  thought  of  a  man  whose 
''Light  and  influence  went  out  thro'  the  whole  (Country, 
and  *  *  gaue  a  Name  and  Reputation  to  the  Town/' > 

His  Proanhing Pow-  Hls  fformous  wcre  nrLniraentative,  full  of 
erfuiandCoB-  thought,  and  his  manner  plain  and  con- 
▼inotiv.  viuciuK.       He  was  well  skilVd   in  the 

learned  Languages  :  well  vers'd  iu  the  religious  Controver- 
sies that  relate  either  to  Points  of  Doctrine  or  Churcli  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  was  himself  a  ready  &  smart  Disputant."  * 
His  disputation  with  the  Mathers  gave  him  a  reputation 
equal  to  thafc  of  any  clergyman  of  his  time.  Throughout 
life  he  was  a  close  student  and  acquired  a  fund  of  general 
knowledge,  as  well  as  a  copious  "measure  of  all  useful 
learning,  especially  in  Divinity." »  He  denounced  with 
vigor  whatever  he  thought  to  be  sinful  or  frivolous  in  the 
social  life  of  that  day.  Judge  Sewell  records  that,  in  a 
sermon  delivered  at  Boston,  at  Commencement  time,  in 
1707,  he  "Spake  plainly  in  Several  Articles  against  Super- 
stition. Spake  against  excess  in  comeueenr  t  entertainments. 
Gtov'  called  at  night  with  M'  Stoddard,  and  told  me  I 
should  cause  them  to  conclude."*  This  last  remark  may 
be  construed  to  mean  that  the  Governor  thought  that 
Judge  Sewell,  by  the  authority  of  his  office,  had  great  power 
of  reform  in  these  particulars. 

Pastor.  ''As  a  pastor  he  was  diligent,  laborious, 

constant;  wise,  faithful,  compassionate."' 
In  spiritual  matters  he  ruled  the  town  with  a  firmness  and 
authority  that  was  seldom  disputed.  In  fact,  so  complete 
was  his  control  ecclesiastically,  that  his  opponents  in  de> 
rision,  named  him  *'Pope." 

1    Boston  Wpek!y  Ne-ws  Letter,  Feb.  20, 1729. 

9  Boston  Weeklf  Newn  Letter. 

8  Ber.  lb.  WllliAms*  Funeral  Sermon. 

4  M Maaohiwetts  Htefeorleel  Colleotioni,  aeries  6,  toL  9,  p.  191. 

8  Boston  News  Letter. 
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Repeated  Visits  to    Mr.  Stoddard  made  for  niaay  years  an  an- 
Boston.  nxud  visit  to  Boston,  where  his  father  lived 

and  where  his  brothers,  who  were  honored 
and  respected  citizens,  resided.  But  there  is  no  evidence 
that  he  was  ever  allowed  any  one  to  wait  on  him,"  as  was 
the  case  with  his  collea^e  and  successor.  There  are  indi* 
cations,  though  no  positive  proof,  that  many  of  these  jour- 
neys were  made  in  the  company  of  some  of  the  neighhor- 
ing  clergy.  Aside  from  the  attractions  of  home  and  kin- 
dred, it  is  certain  that  Harvard  College  Commencement 
was  the  controlling  inotive  of  these  visits,  and  proba'bly 
nearly  all  of  them  were  arranged  so  as  to  embrace  that 
lionored  anniversary  of  his  Alma  Mater.  ^  On  many  of 
these  occasions,  indeed  on  nearly  all  of  them  of  which 
there  is  any  record,  he  preached  one  or  more  sermons  either 
on  Sunday  or  Lecture  day. 

Jad«« Sewfiira  DiAry.    Strong  mutual  friendsllip  existed  between 

the  Northampton  pastor  and  Judge  Sam- 
uel Sewell.  wliose  guest  he  was  on  many  of  these  occasions. 
Many  notices  of  these  visits  appear  iu  Judge  Sewell's  Jour- 
nal From  1685  to  1719,  thirteen  of  them  are  recorded. 
Many  allusions  are  made  in  the  Journal  to  the  sermons  and 
lectures  of  Mr.  Stoddard,  and  in  every  instance  with  evi- 
dent marks  of  hearty  approbation.  The  Judge  was  in  the 
habit  of  sending  some  little  remembrance  to  his  friends  in 
the  country  though  he  may  not  always  have  made  it  a  mat- 
ter of  record.  In  1707,  he  wi-ites  :  "  I  gave  Mr,  Stoddard, 
for  Madame  Stoddard,  two  half  pounds  of  chockolat,  in- 
stead of  Gomencement  cake  and  a  Thesis.''  The  following 
year  Mr.  Stoddard  was  again  present,  and  on  commence- 
ment day  he  "  craved  a  blessing  in  the  Hall,  &  Mr.  Wil- 
liams of  Hatfield,  returned  thanks.*'  "FHeven  years  after- 
wards, he  records:  "I  send  to  Mr.  Stoddard  of  North- 
ampton, 2  or  3  p*^  of  Reasons  [raisins]  and  1  p*^  of  Almond 
in  a  paper  bag  by  Dea.  Sheldon." 

In  17lto,  Judge  Sewell  jourueyed  into  the  Connecticut 
valley,  and  of  course  paid  a  visit  to  his  friends  in  North- 

1  "Be  Qs'd  for  many  years  together  to  make  hln  Auunai  Visits  to  Bostoo,  at  the 
tline  of  the  Oomiii«Die6meiit ;  and  the  daj  after  to  preaoh  the  Pabllo  Lectnve  to  a 
iramMwas  aodtenoa,  espeotiiig  and  glad  to  hoar  liim.**>oBoflton  Woeklr  Nowa  Letter. 
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ampton.  He  writes  :  Tuesday  went  to  Northampton, 
Frary  going  t  o  Westtield,  Piloted  ns.  Staid  li  or  3  hours 
with  Mr.  Stoddard,  dined  with  him  and  Madam  Stoddard, 
who  is  lame  of  Sciatica,  and  yet  spins  at  the  Linen  Wheel. 
Mt.  Stoddard  brought  me  going  to  Pascomack/* 

The  i'riendship  existing  between  these  men  was  still 
further  exemplified  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Judge 
Sewell's  wife,  which  occurred  in  1717.  Under  date  of  Bee. 
9^,  the  following  entry  may  he  found:  ''Am  much  re- 
freshed with  Mr.  Stoddard's  Letter  of  condolence,  which  is 
excellent.  I  soked  in  Tears  at  reading.  *  *  *  i  take 
Mr.  Stoddard's  letter  to  be  an  answer  to  my  Prayer  for 
God's  gracious  looking  upon  me."  ^ 

Hr.stoddKdafiaii-   He  was  uot  ouly  a  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
immMm.  'but  lie  was  a  man  of  good  business  abili> 

ties.   Besides  preaching  two  sermons  on 
Sunday,  delivering  the  weekly  lecture,  and  attending  to 

his  pastoral  duties,  he  found  time  to  cultivate  his  farm,  as 
indeed  all  ministers  in  those  days  were  conipelled  to  do,  and 
gave  not  a  little  attention  to  the  cvery-day  affairs  of  the 
town,  as  has  been  abundantly  maniFested  in  the  preceding 
pages  of  this  work.  With  a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  settlement,  he  gave  much  thought  to  various  business 
projects  which  resulted  in  great  advantage  to  the  commu- 
nity. It  is  needless  to  repeat  them.  His  correspondence 
with  the  authorities  is  invaluable ;  his  suggestions  were  in 
the  main  practical,  and  in  some  instances  shadowed  forth 
methods  that  in  after  years  were  adopted.  His  letters  are 
the  most  reliable,  and  in  several  instances  the  most  satis- 
factory record  of  the  events  they  relate.  Honored  and 
venerated  by  all,  **  a  wise  &  judiceous  Casuist,  whose  Ad- 
vice &  Council  were  much  sought  &  valued  by  the  per- 
plexed &  scrupulous,"  *  he  was  not  only  regarded  as  a  spir- 
itnal  guide,  but  his  counsel  was  also  sought  in  secular 
affairs.  His  opinions  were  quoted  in  the  correspondence  of 
prominent  townsmen  with  the  provincial  authorities,  and 
his  guiding  hand  has  already  been  noted  in  many  affairs  of 
importance. 

1  MassAchosette  Bistozical  CoUectUms,  ser.  S,  vols.  5*  6, 7. 
S  Boston  Weekly  News  Letter. 
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indtaii  Tradition.  The  respect  and  defereuce  bestowed  upon 
the  cleriGcy  hy  the  ruritan  settlers,  were  also 
extended  to  them  by  the  iadians,  who  regarded  them  with 
much  the  same  feelings  shown  to  their  own  medicine-men. 
The  incident  related  hy  the  Canadian  Indians  concerning 
Mr.  Stoddard,'  may  have  been  correct,  but  in  all  probabil- 
ity it  was  but  the  repetition  of  the  story  related  by  Eev. 
Hope  Atherton,  first  minister  of  Hatfield,  concerning  bis 
experience  in  the  Falls  fight.  In  this  case  the  narration  of 
Mr.  Atherton  was  corroborated  by  the  savages,  and  may  be 
reo:ardpf1  as  fnitbfTil. "  Tbe?!e  men  were  contemporaries, 
and  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  tlie  same  tradition  may  have 
been  made  to  do  service  for  both  of  them. 

Marriage.  On  the  18**  of  March,  10 70,  he  married 

Esther,  widow  of  his  predecessor.  Rev. 
Meazar  Mather.  They  had  eleven  children,  six  daughters 
and  five  sons.  Mrs.  Mather  had  three  children  by  her  first 
husband,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  six  years  old  at  the 
time  of  her  second  marriage.  They  took  up  their  residence 
at  the  parsonage  given  to  Mr.  Mather  by  the  town,  and 
lived  there  till  about  the  time  Eliakim  Mather,  the  young- 
est son,  came  of  age,  when  the  Mather  homestead  was  sold 
to  John  and  Moses  Lyman.  Tn  1B84.  Mr.  Stoddard  bong'ht 
the  Clesson  place,  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Bound  Hill,  and 
within  a  few  years  built  a  house  there. 

Estat«.  Mr.  Stoddard  aeeinunlated  a  large  estate  tor 

the  times  in  wbicli  lie  lived.  It  was  inven- 
toried at  £11 exolusiye  of  books  and  wearing  apparel, 
besides  "several  hundred  pounds due  on  bonds  lodged  in 
Boston.  His  real  estate  comprised  one  hundred  twenty- 
eight  acres,  fifty  of  which  was  meadow-land,  and  the  rest 
scattered  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  In  his  library 
were  four  hundred  sixty-two  volumes,  four  hundred  ninety- 

I  The  tradition  related  by  the  Canada  Imliaas  to  their  Kngliah  captives  in  that 
country  was  that  ouoe  when  Mr.  Stoddard  was  paa&iog  "  Deweys  Hole,"  b«tv«ea 
l^orthamptroii  and  Hatfield,  a  Frenehraan  In  amlnuh.  leraled  Us  gun  at  tbe  minister, 

htit  his  Inflian  eonipaEiion  ad vl.sed  lifm  not,  tn  shrM)(.  an  rli.if  was  fhe  Knglislirimn's 
Oud.  Xa  experience  o£  a  similar  nature  Is  said  to  have  occurred  while  Sir.  Stoddard 
-n-as  meditating  upon  a  sermon  In  an  orchard  at  Deerfleld.— Dwlght^s  traTels,  toL  1, 

p.  881. 

8  Vol.  J,p.  8W« 
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one  single  sermons  and  pampiilots.  By  will  he  left  liis  wife 
the  use  of  one  half  the  house,  one  half  the  meadow  land, 
the  income  of  the  money  at  interest,  also  "  my  servant  man 
during  the  remainder  of  his  service £60  were  also  placed 
at  her  disposal,  and  £13  in  meat  and  meal.  The  eldest 
son,  Anthony,  pastor  of  the  cliurch  at  Woodbury,  Ot.,  was. 
given  £220,  with  what  he  had  received  (his  education  at 
Harvard  College),  and  all  the  hooks  and  apparel.  To  each 
of  his  six  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  married,  he  left  the 
sum  of  £120,  with  what  he  had  already  given  them.  Col. 
John  Stoddard  had  one  half  the  real  estate,  and  all  the 
liomestead  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  and  if  he  should 
live  four  years  in  Northampton,  all  the  laud  wherever  sit- 
uated. Mrs.  Stoddard  died  in  1736,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two  years. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


NEW  M£ETINGKHOU8B. 

A  New  Meet  in  ft-    MoBB  than  86veiity  years  had  passed  since 
Hou»«  under    the  secoiirl  rnoetiTig-lionse  "had  been  erected. 

It  was  beconung  old  and  shaky,  and  was, 
moreover,  altogetlier  too  small  to  accommodate  the  Large 
and  incroashig  coiigregation.  Every  year  it  was  foiuid 
necessary  to  expend  considerable  money  in  repaire,^  but 
not  enough  seems  to  liave  been  done  to  arrest  the  lumd  of 
decay,  and  the  building  was  becoming  more  and  more  di- 
lapidated.  The  question  of  building  a  new  meeting-house 
was  in  agitation  several  years  before  definite  action  was 
taken.  It  was  first  brought  forward  in  town-meeting  in 
March,  1731.  As  usual  there  was  a  conflict  of  opinion  on 
the  subject.  A  disagreement  concerning  the  location  of  the 
building  seems  to  have  been  developed  before  the  matter 
was  presented  to  the  town. 

Jl  Decision  to  Build.  The  first  Vote  upon  it  declared  ' '  tliat  When 
they  did  Build  a  Meetting  House;  it  Should 
be  Set  on  the  Meetting  Hill ;  as  Near  as  it  Can  be  Conve- 
niently to  the  Presentt  Meetting  House.''  Undoubtedly 
this  division  of  sentiment  delayed  the  work,  for  no  more  is 
heard  about  it  till  the  latter  part  of  1735.  In  November  of 
that  year,  a  vote  was  "  passed  in  the  affirmative  by  a  very 
great  majority,''  to  '"build  a  Meeting  House,  Get  the  tim- 
ber, fraim  it.  Raise  and  Cover  it.  by  the  End  of  y*  next 
Summer.''  In  the  same  vote  it  was  provided  that  the  house 
should  be  about  seventy  foot  long  and  about  forty-six  or 
forty-eight  foot  in  weadth,  with  a  Steeple  or  Bell  Coney 

1  Tbe  bofs  delighted  in  mnJcitig  targets  both  vt  the  meeting-house  and  sehool- 
houM,  and  soarcelj  » jear  paaMd  Trhen  tiM  toma  wu  not  ealled  upon  to  «zp«sd, 
somiMlmM  M  mttoh  as  a  poutkd  to  xeplaoe  luroken  glass  In  tlMse  bnlldlnfts. 
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(balcony)  at  the  end."  The  exact  diuiensions  of  the  Imild- 
ing  wei-e  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  cummittee  appointed 
to  carry  the  v  ote  into  effect.  This  body  was  composed  of 
Ool.  John  Stoddard,  Eben'  Pumroy,  Capt.  John  Clark, 
Oapt.  Preaerv^  Olapp,  Ensigne  Ebeu'  Parsons,  Ensigne 
Ebenez'  Clark,  &  Joseph  Wright. 

The  Prob»bl« Bear  Pr()ha))ly  the  determiiung  cause  of  the 
sonforBoUding.  altove  vote  was  the  extraoidinary  revival  of 
religion  that  prevailed  during  the  summer 
of  1735.  ^  Under  a  state  of  feeling  where  sixty,  eighty  and 
one  hundred  pe^ons  presented  themselves  for  admission  to 
the  church  at  successive  communion  seasons,*  the  absolute 
need  of  larger  accommodations  for  Sunday  services,  was 
apparent. 

Oommlttee  sent  to  Before  the  decisive  vote  was  passed,  proba- 
view  Heetij}^-  i^y  during  the  two  years  whicli  elapsed 
HouM*.  after  tlie  first  one  was  adopted,  and  the  final 

decision  to  build  reached,  Joseph  Wright  and  Nathaniel 
Curtis,  undoubtedly  under  instructions  from  the  selectmen, 
"  viewed  "  many  meeting-houses  with  reference  to  procur- 
ing a  plan  for  the  proposed  btulding.  Without  doubt  they 
examined  some  of  those  more  recently  erected.  It  is  only 
known  that  Curtis  went  to  Lebanon,  Ct.,  and  that  they 
weT'o  allowerl  60s.  for  expenses  and  services.  Both  were 
inf'ster  workmen,  and  were  employed  in  building  tlie  new 
liouse.  With  the  final  vote  to  l>uild  wa.s  cou{)led  another 
authorizing  the  expenditure  of  £100  tor  the  purchase  of 
glass  and  nails. 

Gathering  Material*.    During  the  Succeeding  winter  and  spring 

materials  were  gathered  for  the  edifice. 

Timber  was  cut  on  the  commons,  and  men  were  paid  by  the 
load,  both  for  cutting  and  carting.  Some  of  it  was  brought 
from  over  Beaver  Brook.'"  some  from  the  south  side  of 
Mauhau  River,  some  from  "over  Kobert's  Meadow,"  and 
some  was  obtained  at  a  nearer  point.  There  are  accounts 
for  carting  eighty  loads  of  timber,  **  6  loads  of  sleepers,'' 

1  The  entire  iwinilatton  aeemed  to  be  under  oooTletlon  of  tin.  ^  There  irae 
MMuroelr  a  afngle  person  In  the  town,  either  old  or  yoonf  ,  that  wae  left  nneonoenied 
alMMit  the  great  thing*  oC  the  eternal  world.^^— Bev.  Jonathan  Bdwarde^  Narrative  of 

Surpriiiliig  CoQveralone,  tt. 

S  Ibid,  pp.  18,191 
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"9  loads  of  poles/*  loads  of  sprouts/*  &c.  In  connec- 
tion wit^  tlie  account  for  cartasfe.  is  anotlier  covering 
about  one  himdroi]  seventy  'lays'  lal)or.  The  men  were 
paid  according  to  the  season  of  tlie  year,  some  is.  and 
uthers  5s.  per  day.  They  were  inuloiibtedly  employed  in 
felling  the  timber  and  preparing  it  for  transportation. 
Most  of  the  stone  used  in  the  foundation  was  brought  from 
the  "mountain/'  probably  from  Mt.  Tom,  and  from  Rocky 
Hill.  The  prices  paid  for  carting  were  from  7s.  to  15s. ; 
generally  from  lOs.  to  I'^s.  These  materials  were  placed  in 
the  highway  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  meeting-house,  and 
there  the  timber  was  scored,  hewed  and  framed,  ready  for 
rais^ing.  Stone  for  door-steps  were  pnrcbased  of  Samuel 
Bartlett  of  Bolton,  and  he  received  £10  for  them. 

An  Attempt  to  When  the  frame  was  nearly  ready  for  rais- 
chmige  the  Lo-  ing^  an  attempt  was  made  to  change  the 
location  of,  the  house,  and  place  it  on 
the  "Sand  Hill  between  Moses  Lyman's  and  Jonathan 
Wright's."'  But  the  proposition  was  negatived,  and  a 
vote  passed  that  the  new  house  slionld  be  set  "partly  on 
T^'orth  West  Side  of  the  present  Meeting  House,  and  partly 
from  thence  "N'orth  Eastwardly,  on  the  Eidge  of  Land  where- 
on Edward  Bakers  fence  now  standeth.'"-  As  some  dia- 
gatisfaotion  was  still  manifested  concuniing  the  position  of 
the  new  building,  the  town  two  weeks  afterwards  reaffirmed 
the  latter  vote,  and  ordered  **  that  the  New  meeting  House, 
when  framed  Shall  be  Set  at  y*  place  where  it  is  framing." 
This  building  stood  in  the  present  highway,  and  the  steeple, 
at  the  east  end  of  it,  was  about  on  a  line  with  the  center 
doorway  of  the  present  church  edifice. 

1  Frnm  pxfsti'np  topogirapbf  it  ie  irDposeible  to  nBme  with  certBfnty  this  proposed 
Bite.  In  all  probability  it  meant  merelj  &aotlier  pobitiois  on  Meeting-Uc  u-je  Hili,  but 
DO  Band'hUl  l»  now  in  eziofence  hy  means  of  which  the  place  can  be  idcutifled. 
VoMS  Ltbiaii,  gnodson  of  John  Lrmafi,  o-wnod  ftt  tkta  time  tbe  Dortberiy  bait  of  tbe 
Rev.  B!«a£ar  Math«i:  property  (now  comprisinfr  the  e<mtb»rly  aide  of  lletii  Street 
from  Plt^ftsunt  Stroot  to  th'^  Hampshire  Cnunty  Bauk)  and  Jouathftn  Wri^'ht,  graud- 
soik  of  Samiiel  Wright  Sr.,  vae  one  of  the  owners  of  tlie  lot  at  Uie  corner  of  Main 
a4ad  King  Street*  (First  National  Bank  and  WilliKton  homestead),  and  it  was  piob*- 
My  at  thk^  Axtreiiif  .soufht-ast  extremity  of  Mefting-House  Hill,  that  If  was  rlesireii 
to  place  the  new  structure,  which  U  the  only  point  that  Beeme  to  satisfy  the  abore 
oonditlons. 

•2  From  the  abovi>  dpsor'jit!on  it  is  prohaVIe  that  there  wa«  an  ^rriir  iii  ih(^  loca- 
tion Of  the  eecoDd  meeting-house,  sod  that  It  may  hare  stood  opposite  the  present 
entrance  to  Ootbio  Street,  and  not  at  that  of  Center  Street  as  heretofore  stated. 
See  TOl.  1,  p.  ISOk 
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Til©  Frame  Raised.  Duiiiig  tke  summei*  the  fouiidations  were 
laid,  Gideon  Hale  being  paid  £6.12  for 
"moulding  the  trnderpinning/*  and  the  timber  was  made 
ready  for  the  frame.  Eyerything  was  prepared  for  raising 
in  September,  and  on  Tuesday,  the  21**  day  of  the  month, 
the  work  was  commenced.  It  was  apparently  the  inten- 
tion that  the  raising  shotQd  be  done  by  voluntary  labor, 
but  after  the  sills  were  laid,  the  town  voted  to  hire  men  for 
that  purpose,  paying  them  os.  per  day  and  furnishing 
liquor.  In  a  week's  time  the  entire  frame  of  the  building, 
with  tlie  exception  of  the  spire,  was  in  place.  The  town 
treasurer's  account  .shows  that  seventy-six  men  were  em- 
ployed in  that  woric,  fifty -four  of  whom  labored  five  days, 
and  the  others  a  shorter  time.  Forty-nine  gallons  of  rum, 
and  thirty-six  poands  of  sugar  were  required  to  get  the 
timbers  into  place,  and  twenty  gallons  seem  to  have  been 
consumed  while  the  framing  was  in  progress,  making  in  aU 
sixty-nine  gallons  of  liquor  that  were  required  for  this  part 
of  the  work,  besides  a  number  of  barrels  of  "cyder,"  as 
well  as  seyeral  barrels  of  beer.  Dea.  Ebonezer  Hunt  thus 
describes  in  his  Journal  the  work  of  raising  the  frame  :  — 

"  In  November,  1735,  we  passed  a  vote  to  build  a  new  meeting  house 
70  feet  ia  lengtli,  46  feet  in  breadth,  and  proceeded  to  get  the  timber 
the  winter  f oUowing ;  and  in  the  snmmer  of  1786  we  framed  it— Mr. 
Joaepii  Wright  mastor'— and  on  the  W*"  day  of  Sept  we  laid  the  sille,  it 
being  on  Thursday,  and  apjwinted  to  begin  to  raise  oti  Mondny  fol1r>w- 
ingy  hut  that  proved  a  wet  day ;  so  the  town  met  together  and  agreed 
to  hire  80  men  to  raise  the  meeting  houee  and  to  give  them  5a  the  day, 
they  keeping  themaelvea  esEoepting  drinlts,  and  on  Tneaday  morning 
they  began  to  raise,  it  being  the  21»*  day  of  said  Sept.  and  they  raised 
all  the  posts  in  the  length  of  the  house,  excepting  two  of  a  side ;  and 
on  Wednesday,  the  2"^,  they  finished  the  body  of  the  honse,  and  put  up 
two  beams;  andonThnxsday  the  S8<  we  pnft  up  all  the  beams  and  made 
some  preparations  for  raising  the  upper  pert  of  the  belUree  ;  and  om 
Friday  the  f?!"*,  we  finished  the  scaffoldinij:  and  raised  one  half  of  tlie 
bellfree ;  and  the  next  day  the  it  rained  till  noon,  and  in  the  after- 
noon they  finished  the  body  of  the  beUftee ;  and  on  Mcmday,  the  37*^ 
of  said  month,  we  finished  the  raising  of  the  house ;  and  we  bare 
abundant  cause  to  take  notice  with  thankfulness  of  the  kindness  of 
God  to  us  in  protecting  and  preserving  the  lives  and  limbs  of  all 
those  that  were  active  in  the  building  of  the  house,  for  except  the 
Lord  bnild  the  honse,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it. 

**On  Thursday,  the  31**  day  of  Jul>',  1737,  the  gfire  of  our  meeting 
house  was  raised  witii  good  auoeeas,  for  whidi  we  bare  cause  to  be 
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tbankftil.  On  Friday,  the  5*^  day  of  May,  HSb,  we  palled  down  the 
old  meeting  house,  witiurat  hurt  to  any  man*  or  to  the  new  hoose.** 

▲coideutB.  Notwithstanding  the  amount  of  intoxicants 

consumed,  the  laborious  task  of  raising  the 
huge  frame  was  accomplished  without  accident.  But  dur- 
ing the  following  year,  two  persons  were  injured,  while  at 
work  on  the  building.  Jonathan  Strong  was  paid  £S  for 
■**  setting  his  "bone,  broken  while  working  at  y*  meeting 
house,'^  and  £3.10  was  paid  to  "y*  bonesetter  for  setting 
Ebenezer  Burt's  thy." 

The  Spire,  Pew«    At  the  annual  town-mcetiTig  in  1735.  the 
aad  Seats.  building  committee  reported  progiess  and 

were  discharged.    A  vote  to  completo  the 
structure  during  the  year  immediately  followed,  and  a  new 
committee  was  chosen  to  carry  on  the  work.   The  question 
of  building  a  spire  or  steeple  had  not  been  previously  set- 
tled, and  the  matter  was  entrusted  to  the  discretion  of  this 
committee,  with  instructions  to  **  advise  with. some  Work- 
men with  Respect  to  tlie  Height,  manner  and  method  of 
Building  the  Same.*'  It  was  also  **  voted  that  in  the  meet- 
ing Honse  now  a  Building,  there  Shall  be  Pews  made 
round  the  meeting  Honse  and  only  Seats  on  both  Sides  of 
the  Alley."    Accordijigly  pews  were  placed  along  the  outer 
walls  on  all  sjides  of  the  building.    The  "alley/' — broad 
alley."  as  it  is  elsewhere  called — or  broad  aisle,  extended 
through  the  middle  of  the  audience  room,  from  the  south 
door  (there  were  doors  on  three  sides  of  the  edifice)  to  the 
pulpit.  Twenty-five  wall  pews  were  built  on  the  ground 
fioor,  and  these  seem  to  have  been  all  the  pews  authorized 
by  the  above  vote.  But  the  earliest  seating  plan  extant, 
Tery  probably  the  first  one  ever  made,  (-oiitains  another 
tier  of  twelve  pewf*  along  three  sides  of  the  narrow  aisle 
which  gave  access  to  the  wall  pews.  These  pews  were  un- 
doubtedly pnt  in  when  the  honse  was  bnilt.  and  the  vote 
prescribing  "  only  seats  on  both  sides  of  the  alley.""  was 
construed  to  mean  that  all  other  parts  of  the  house  should 
be  provided  with  ]iews.    This  view  is  confirmed  by  the  fact 
that  there  remains  nu  record  of  the  addition  of  any  pews 
till  1763,  when  five  were  constructed,  probably  in  the  gal- 
lery.   The  plan  referred  to  shows  a  tier  of  wall  pews> 
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flanked  by  a  narrow  passageway,  then  another  tier  of  pews 
wifcii  a  narrow  alley,  then  a  row  of  benches  or  "seats,''  then 
the  "broad  aisle.  "  la  1766,  four  "hind  seats/*  two  on 
each  side  of  the  broad  aisle,  were  taken  out  and  the 
"  ground  made  into  pews."  Twenty  years  elapsed  before 
the  benches  were  all  discarded,  and  the  entire  floor  occn« 
pied  with  i>ews.  ^  The  vote  ordering  this  change  was  made 
in  1786. 

M«fM7  fionovad  When  the  vote  about  seats  was  adopted,  an 
to  p»y  Gnmot  appropriation  of  £300  was  made  for  the 
S^jljillt  Vote,  purpose  of  iiuishiug  the  edifice.  "While  the 
work  was  in  progress,  £60  were  borrowed 
of  three  individuals^J?^  from  each— to  pay  current  expen- 
ses. In  1738,  an  order  was  made  to  place  benches  "before 
the  deacons  seat,  before  the  fore  seats,  and  before  the  pews 
against  the  inner  corner  pews  '*  for  tiie  children.  At  the 
same  time  Samuel  Phelps  and  others  asked  "  Liberty  to 
make  a  pew  for  their  danght'^vG  in  the  new  tneoting  house 
on  the  back  side  of  tlie  nortii  gallery  and  it  passed  in  t^io 
negative."  An  exclusive  ownership  of  sittings  was  not 
sufficiently  democratic  for  the  times,  aod  the  people  pro- 
tested against  it,  even  to  the  verge  of  being  deemed  un- 
gallant.  No  definite  sum  is  named  as  the  cost  of  thia 
building,  but  the  treasurer's  accounts  show  an  expenditure 
of  more  than  £3000,  for  which  taxes  were  laid. 

The  Interior  of  thi«    Access  to  the  honso  was  obtained  throngK 
Edifice*  three  entrances.    The  jjrincipal  one  was  at 

the  south  side  of  the  building,  facing  Main 
Street,  and  opening  into  the  broad  aisle  ;  there  was  another 
through  the  steeple,  and  a  third  at  the  westerly  end  oi  the 
structure.  The  pulpit  was  on  the  side  opposite  the  main 
entrance,  canopied  by  a  huge  sounding-board,  which  bore 
the  figures,  1735,  the  date  of  the  first  vote  to  build.  The 
pews  were  either  square  or  oblong,  with  high  straight 
backs,  and  the  seats  were  hinged  so  that  they  could  be 
raised,  in  order  to  allow  more  room  for  the  occupants  while 

1  At-  the  commenetBieiDt  of  the  slnetMnth  eeotiuy  then  mf  fortj-olM  pow»  cm 

the  ground  floor  of  tMt  meetlDg-boase,  and  MreotMii  p«in  nni  fourteen  leo^ 
benches  in  the  f5»il*ry-  At  th&t  date  the  duty  uf  sealing  the  meeting -house  devolved 
iqkOA  tbe  Mleetman,  «nd  the  eolwdale  of  V30&,  eigaed  b j  the  eeleotmeu  of  Uwt  year* 
ooBtelns  the  oamet  of  10B8  peisoiM  to  whom  aeata  were  MiIgiMd. 
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staudiiig  during  prayer  or  while  siiiE^'iiig.  In  e^ome  houses 
the  pew  rail  was  supported  by  a  row  of  short  V);ilusters, 
■which  gave  an  ornamental  appearance  to  these  pen  like 
structures.  It  is  not  certain  that  any  kind  of  adornment 
prevailed  here. 

oauerto*.  These  were  reached  by  stairways  in  the  cor- 

ners of  the  room,  on  both  sides  of  the  main 
doorway,  and  the  grallerles  extended  along  three  sides  of  the 
building.  There  wns  a  passageway  from  the  gallery  to 
the  steeple,  but  no  stairs  in  the  l)elfry.  On  the  plan 
already  referred  to,  five  pews  only  are  intlieated  in  the  gal- 
lery, and  those  were  on  the  side  opposite  the  pulpit. 
Women  were  seated  on  the  left  of  the  pulpit  and  men  on 
the  right. 

Four  other  H<m«e8  Four  mceting-houses,  situated  respectively 
like  this  one.       in  Bostou,  Springfield,  Hatfield  and  Long- 
meadow,  resembled  this  one.    They  were 

nearly  of  the  fame  dimensions,  and  similar  in  style  of 
architerliu'e.  A  picture  of  either  oi  them  would  sufficiently 
well  represent  the  Northampton  edihce.  The  steeple  of 
each  was  sm  niounted  by  a  weather-vane,  intended  to  coun- 
terfeit chanticleer.^    All  had  bells  much  alike. 


SeftUag  the  Xew  When  the  new  liouse  of  worship  was  nearly 
VeetiD0.H(»ase.  completed,  the  problem  of  seating  the  con- 
gregation in  it  assumed  special  importance, 
and  in  connection  therewith  arose  the  question  of  allowing 
the  sexes  to  sit  together^  Public  opinion  in  this  respect 
was  growing  more  liberal,  but  there  was  still  a  strong  sen- 
timent in  opposition  to  seating  men  and  women  side  by 
side  on  the  Sabbath.  During  the  closing  months  of  the 
year  1737,  a  series  of  votes  was  passed  relative  to  these  mat- 
ters. The  first,  in  'N'ovemher.  provided  that  males  should 
be  at  the  south  end  of  the  new  meeting-house,  and  fenu^Ies 
at  the  north  ;  that  the  men  should  sit  at  the  riglit  of  the 
pulpit  and  the  women  at  the  left.    A  proposition  to  ajjpoint 

1  It  le  stated  Uiat  the  cocks  used  for  weather-v»u««  w«re  all  imported,  and  were 
oompoeed  ot  two  thloknesMa  ot  eepper,  whieh  were  spread  slKnit  thtee  ineh'ea  apevt 
at  the  ci>nt«r.  Wlien  the  neir  meetlng-boiue  waa  built  in  iftS,  tbe  fowl  weatber^vaiM 

•was  omitted. 
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a  seating  committee  of  three  persons  was  negatived,  and 
the  former  number  of  five  was  a<io])ted.  This  committee 
was  composed,  of  Johu  Stoddard,  Esq^  Ebeiiezer  Fumroy, 
Esq,  Timothy  Dwight,  "E/Bq,  Samuel  Mather,  and  Dea.  Sam- 
uel Allyn,"  They  were  instructed  to  "draw  up  their 
Scheam  or  Piatt  for  Seating  of  the  meeting  House  and  pre- 
sent it  to  the  Town,**  for  approval.  On  this  committee 
were  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town,  and  yet  so 
important  was  the  matter  deemed,  that  their  work  was  to 
be  supervised  Ly  the  people.  In  December  the  town  re- 
fused to  allow  men  and  their  wives  to  be  seated  together. 

The  Seating  Com-  At  the  same  meeting  it  was  voted  tliat 
nittee  insfenioted.  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  November 
meeting  should  be  established  and  contin- 
ued, and  instructions  were  to  be  given  them  "for  their  di- 
rection and  conduct  in  prosecuting  the  design  of  seating 
the  meeting  house.  The  meeting  then  adjourned  for  four 
days,  during  which  time  the  following  rules  for  their  guid- 
ance were  concocted :  — 

"1    Vato  1  That  in  Seating  the  new  meeting  House  the  Ocnnmittee 
have  Jtie-speci  pi  mcipallj'  to  men's  eKtate. 
To  have  Regard  to  meu's  Aee. 

*'  8.  Voted  that  Some  Regard  aud  iie^pcct  to  men's  usefoUness,  bat 
in  a  less  Degree.'* 

In  these  instructions  wealth  was  the  first  consideration, 
then  age,  and  lastly  intellect,  ability,  and  usefulness  in  the 
community.  Heretofore  age  had  been  deemed  of  the  most 
importance,  and  estate  of  secondary  consequence.  In  sev- 
eral otlier  towns,  some  of  which  have  already  been  enu- 
merated, age  and  usefulness  were  placed  before  wealth. 
At  this  ndjonmefl  meeting'  a  committee,  consisting  of  six 
persons,  was  appointed  to  '"estimate  the  pews  and  seats." 
In  other  words  they  were  to  dignify  "  the  seats,  appraise 
their  social  value,  that  the  seaters  might  make  no  errors  m 
placing  their  occupants.  The  plan  of  mingling  the  sexes 
was  again  brought  forward  and  disposed  of  in  the  follow- 
ing manner :  "The  Question  was  put  whether  the  Com- 
mittee be  forbidden  to  Seat  men  &  their  wives  together. 
Especially  Such  as  Incline  to  Sit  together ;  It  passed  in  the 
Negative."    Under  this  qualified  consent  the  committee 
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proceeded  to  seat  mai  xied  people  together  in  the  pews,  but 
upon  the  benches  in  the  center  of  the  house  the  men  were 
placed  on  one  side  of  the  hroad  aisle,  and  their  wives  on 
the  other.  In  some  cases  hnshands  were  seated  in  a  pew 
and  wives  on  a  bench. 

Plans  ot  Sittiiigi.    A  plan  of  the  sittings,  containing  the  name 

of  each  occupant,  in  all  probability  the  one 
adopted  in  December,  1737,  is  here  reproduced.  Init  it  beai*s 
no  date.  The  arrangement  of  pews  and  seats  is  identical 
witli  that  of  1750,  which  has  also  been  preserved  ;  no 
change  having  been  made  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  build- 
ing till  some  years  later.  On  this  plan  are  the  names  of 
several  persons,  known  to  have  died  in  1738,  while  on  an- 
other plan,  also  without  date,  they  are  omitted.  It  con- 
tains the  names  of  nearly  six  hundred  persons. 

Mrst  ocupation  of  The  uew  house  of  worship  was  occupied 
the  New  Meeting-  earlv  in  the  vear  1738.  thonarh  it  was  not 
wLoUy  completed  till  the  following  year. 
It  was  never  fonnally  dedicated,  for  it  was  not  then  tlie 
cnstom  to  set  apart  the  meeting-liouse  for  none  other  than 
religious  services.  Meetings  for  military,  civil,  political, 
as  well  as  ecclesiastical  purposes,  were  held  within  its 
portals.* 

seriooB  A. .  id^ot  in    Before  the  new  building  was  ready  for  oo- 
the  old  Meeting'    cupancy  its  Special  need  was  emphasized 

in  a  most  striking  manner.  A  serious  ac- 
cident, most  remarkable  in  its  consequences,  occurred  in 
the  old  rnf-etiiig-lioiise. '  On  Sunday,  Marcli  lo,  1737,  dur- 
ing tiie  muruiiig  service,  the  front  gallery  fell.  The  build- 
ing, too  small  for  t  he  large  congregation  worshipping  there, 
wa»  tilled  in  every  part.  The  lirst  great  revival  under  the 
pastorate  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  during  which  more  than 
three  hundred  members  were  added  to  the  church,  had  not 

1  HoUnan  of  plMMs,**  Mfe  Cotton  M^tber,  wrttlng  in  ITW,    to  no  mote  beUeived 

In  among  theTn  {the  New  England  ohnrches]  tbaa  it  was  in  the  days  ot  Olemena 
Al«xatidriauu8,  who  nt^a  that  every  place  ii  holy  wheee  we  receive  the  kDOwtodge 
Of  God.'' 

2  The  above  account  of  this  catastrophe  H  compC.ed  from  a  lettnr  describing  lt« 
written  by  Kev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  under  date  of  March  19, 1737 ;  from  Dea.  EbMW- 
mt  Bunt*8  Journal,  and  ttom  ma  Moonnt  jNibllsIwd  in  the  Boston  Wmkly  Ifews  hBi- 
tor  of  Matoli  94,1m. 
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"wkolly  ceased,  and  tlie  attendance  on  church  services  was 
unusually  large.  Between  one  hundred  fifty  and  two  hun- 
dred persons*  were  in  the  gallery  and  immediately  under 
it,  but  no  one  was  killed  or  serioiisly  injured. 

luiottheoaiidcr.  Mr.  Sdwardswas  preaching  from  the  text 
"  Behold  ye  despisers  and  wonder  and  per- 
ish." He  had  just  "laid  down  his  doctrines,"  when  **with 
a  noise  like  a  clap  of  thunder,"  the  whole  fi'ont  gallery 
fell.  No  lives  were  lost,  nor  above  "ten  persons  were  po 
wounded  as  to  make  any  great  matter  of  it  ;  *  *  and 
thon^h  "many  were  greatly  bruised  and  their  flesh  torn,  yet 
nut  cue  bono  was  broken  or  so  much  ay  put  out  of  joint 
among  them  all.'*  This  house,  erected  in  1661,  had  been  in 
use  seventyHsix  years,  and  was  failing  into  decay.  The 
building  had  begun  to  spread  at  the  bottom,  the  sills  and 
walls  giving  way.  Severe  frosts  during  the  winter  had 
affected  the  foundation  much  more  than  usual,  the  under> 
pinning  had  been  considerably  disordered,  and  the  ''ends 
of  the  joistd,  which  bore  up  the  front  gallery,  were  drawn 
off  from  the  ^^'rts  on  which  they  rested."  The  gallery 
seemed  to  sink  in  the  iniddle,  and  people  were  thrown  in  a 
heap  before  the  front  door.  "The  falling  gallery  soemod 
to  be  broken  all  to  pieces  before  it  got  down,  so  that  aome 
who  fell  with  it,  as  well  as  those  who  were  under  it,  were 
buried  in  the  ruins  and  were  found  pressed  under  heavy 
loads  of  timber,  and  could  do  nothing  to  help  themselves.'^ 
**  The  house  was  filled  with  dolorous  shrieking ;  and  noth- 
ing else  was  expected  than  to  find  many  people  dead,  or 
dashed  to  pieces."  The  congregation  was  sitting,  and  the 
tops  of  the  pews  prevented  the  timbers  from  coming  upon 
those  who  were  under  the  gallery.  In  his  letter  describing 
the  catastrophe,  Mr.  Edwards  remarks:  —  "It  seems  un- 
rea^>onablo  to  asfribo  it  [the  preservation  of  the  lives  and 
limbs  of  the  ])eople]  to  any  thing  elBe  but  the  care  of  Prov- 
idence, in  disposing  the  motions  of  every  piece  of  timber, 
and  the  precise  place  of  safety  where  every  one  should  sit 
and  fallf  when  none  were  in  auy  capacity  to  care  for  their 
own  preservation."    The  following  Wednesday  was  set 

1  HuDt's  JoariutI  statM  that  ^^atxmt  70  peraoa*  fell  with       gMttf  and  tben 

were  nearly  as  many  more  nnder  it."  wbite  the  BoetOO  New*  Letter  raporte  thafc 

than  were  about  "dUO  iu  aad  uuderaeath  it." 
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apart  a?  a  day  of  soleiiiii  worship  to  God,  ''and  to  praise 
his  name  for  so  vrondeiiul,  and  as  it  were  miraculous,  a 
preservation." 

The  Old  House  Torn  An  Order  was  adopted  in  17S8,  to  pull  down 
i>owi».  the  old  meeting-liouse,  and  dispose  of  it  to 

the  best  advantage.  On  the  5**  day  of 
May  it  was  demolished.  Five  pounds  and  thirteen  shillings 
were  expended  in  removing  it,  and  much  of  the  material 
was  disposed  of  during  the  following  years.  A  portion  of 
it  was  used  in  the  erection  of  a  town  house,  in  1739,  and 
the  pnlpit  and  all  the  pews  holonging  to  the  town,  -were 
given  to  the  poople  of  the  new  settlement  over  Munhan — 
Southampton. 

TFiM  Youog Peopto        the  old  meeting-house  nuich  disorder  ])re- 
Behave  Badly  at    vailed  among  the  3''0ung  people  during  re- 

ligious  services,  and  it  was  not  strange^  con- 
sidering the  crowded  state  of  the  congregation.  In  the 
new  one,  measures  were  taken  previous  to  its  occupation, 
to  preserve  order.  In  March  173 J,  the  annexed  vote  on  this 
subject  was  adopted  :  — 

"The  Question  Was  put  whether  the  Town  desired  the 
Several  Justices  in  Northampton  (when  the  Committee  of 
Seaters  liave  finished  their  Beating)  to  Exert  their  Author- 
ity to  maintain  good  Order  in  the  House  of  God  in  the  time 
of  Publick  Worship,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative." 

If  the  six  tithing-men  appointed  that  year  were  unable 
to  keep  the  children  (juiet,  and  it  became  necessary  to  call 
on  the  Justices  to  assist,  either  the  Sunday  constables  were 
very  inefficient,  or  the  disorder  must  have  assumed  very 
alarming  proportions. 

PoroiMsBaiit  and    When  the  meeting-house  was  erected,  no 
a  Tow  r  clock    porchos  were  placed  over  either  of  the 
'  doors.    The  first  movement  in  that  direc- 

tion waa  made  in  1764,  when  one  was  constructed  over  the 
west  entrance,  and  four  years  later  another  was  placed  orer 
tlie  south  door.  A  olork  found  its  way  into  the  steeple  in 
the  conrse  of  a  few  years,  but  there  is  l^n  record  concoi-ning 
it,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  clock  was  purchased  by 


78 


HISTORY  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 


the  town  or  presented  by  individuals.  Very  probably  it 
may  iuivo  been  paid  for  by  voluntary  contributions.  Allu- 
sion is  first  made  to  this  timepiece  in  1740,  when  Seth  Pom- 
eroy  was  allowed  20s.  "  for  looking  aftor  the  clock."  Other 
accounts  to  different  individuals  for  this  purpose,  are  found 
in  after  years.  Private  parties  were  permitted  in  1784,  to 
put  up  a  dial^  at  their  own  expense,  at  the  east  side  of  the 
meeting-house. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


JOSEPH  HAWLEY— PHYSICIANS— TOWN  HALL— PASCOMMUCK. 

Suicide  oc  Jowpb    WHILE  the  Subject  of  building  the  new 
H»wtoy.  meeting-house  was  in  agitation,  the  com- 

munity  was  greatly  skocked  by  the  suicide 
of  Joseph  Hawley,  the  second  person  in  town  bearing  that 
name.  On  Sunday  morning,  Jnne  1,  1735,  Lieut.  Joseph 
Hawley  cut  his  throat  in  his  bedchamber,  and  died  soon 
after.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  great- 
ly respected,  and  a  leading  citizen.  Many  important  offices 
had  been  conferred  upon  him,  and  he  transacted  much 
business  for  the  town.  In  nineteen  consecutive  years  he 
was  fifteen  times  chosen  towusmau,  and  from  1716  to  1734, 
was  annually  elected  town  clerk.  In  this  capacity  he 
charged  the  town  for  making  rates,  and  the  ministers — Mr. 
Strnldard  and  Mr.  Edwards— for  recording  marriages. 
These  last  charges  were  made  in  accordance  with  tlie  law  of 
171G.  He  was  County  Treasurer  from  1730  to  1732.  Dea. 
Hunt  m  his  diary  calls  him  Lieut.  Hawley,  but  no  evidence 
of  service  in  the  militia  appears. 

fflsBiuiinass.  Hawley  was  interested  in  several 

branches  of  business,  and  was  successful  in 

them  all.  He  was  a  merchant,  and  for  many  years  appears 
to  have  been  the  principal  trader  in  town.  He  owned  an 
interest  in  a  sawmiU,  carried  on  boating  on  Connecticut 

Biver,  and  managed  a  large  farm.  Much  was  done  at  that 
time  by  the  farmers  of  the  Connecticut  valley,  in  the  way 
of  fattening  cattle  for  market,  and  in  this  Mr.  Hawley  was 
engaged  to  some  extent.    Droves^  wore  sent  from  the  towns 

1  Samuel  Sbtiidon  ut  Xurthamptuu.  was  uue  ot  the  droverti  aud  Dr.  Tiiomas  \V  oUti 
of  Dentfleld,  trss  another.  The  latter  had  cll»cg»  of  a  4tOTe  Ot  OftttlO  from  thftt  tomd 
to  Boston,  in  iraft  He  wm  absent  ton  dsyt  and  reoeiTod  860.  tor  lite  tMWioei. 
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along  tlie  river  to  Bostoii.  and  Mr.  Hawley  apparently 
acted  as  agent  for  tlie  Nortliamptuii  mt;n.  He  recei^•ed  ])ay 
for  the  cattle,  possibly  mad©  the  sales  in  Boston,  and  paid 
the  proceeds  to  the  owners,  when  he  reached  home.  Many 
transactions  of  this  nature  are  entered  upon  his  account- 
books. 

prinoipaiiy*  u«n  Ih  1717,  he  Commenced  the  mercantile  bnsi- 
ness,  which  slowly  increased  from  year  to 
year.  The  stock  of  goods  consisted  of  the 
nsual  heterogeneous  combination  found  in  an  old  style 
country  store.  Much  of  his  trade  was  in  dry-goods,  con- 
sisting mainly  in  trimmings  for  men's  and  women's  gar- 
ments. Though  he  sold  many  articles  for  fomalo  adorn- 
iiieut,  l)onncts  do  not  appear  among  them.  He  disposed  of 
largo  numbers  of  silk  handkerchiefs,  as  well  as  no  small 
allowance  of  rum.  The  amount  of  business  transacted  by 
him  was  never  very  large,  and  the  charges  on  his  books 
were  not  numerous ;  a  single  page  answpring  in  some  in- 
stances  for  the  accounts  of  an  entire  month.  People  evi- 
dently bought  only  what  they  absolutely  needed,  and  that 
for  which  they  had  the  money  to  pay.  Bills  of  credit  were 
the  principal  circulating  medium,  though  he  did  considera- 
ble trad©  in  the  way  of  barter.  Powder  and  lead  were  in 
great  demand,  as  almost  everybody,  especially  those  who 
lived  in  the  outlying  districts,  did  more  or  less  hunting. 
People  cast  or  run  their  own  bullets  and  buckshot,  as  very 
little  game  smaller  than  deer,  wolves,  or  tnrkeys  was  con- 
sidered worth  tlip  trouble  of  killing.  Sugar  and  s|)ices 
were  in  constant  u.sc,  and  butter,  lard,  suet,  and  sometimes 
venison,  were  sold.  Everyone,  men  and  women,  smoked, 
and  quantities  of  pipes  were  disposed  of,  but  very  little 
tobacco  was  for  sale,  as  nearly  everybody  raised  what  he 
consumed.  Mr.  Hawley  was  the  first  person  m,  town  who 
sold  knives  and  forks. 

His  Store  on  "  Fnd-   It  IS  uot  absolutely  Certain  where  he  carried 
ding  i*iie."        on      mercantile  business,  but  in  all  prob- 
ability  it  was  either  in  his  own  hous^  or  in 
a  small  building  on  his  homestead.  He  lived  on  Pudding 
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I^ane,"  ^  now  Hawley  Street.  He  bouglit  the  homestead  of 
Thomas  SlieMon.  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from 
his  father's  house  in  1722^  and  built  a  house  upon  it  soon 
after. 

A  Man  oi  iBteiii'    Mr.  llawley  was  not  college  educated,  but 
cenoe.  lived  the  life  of  a  quiet  country  merchant, 

respected  by  aU,  and  honored  with  many 
marks  of  confidence  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  neither 
a  lawyer  nor  a  politician,  and  did  not  attain  to  any  judicial 
or  legislative  honors,  but  was  often  employed  by  the  town 
in  important  transactions.  That  he  wbs  a  person  of  some 
culture,  maj^  be  inferred  from  the  list  of  books  named  in 
his  inventory,  and  as  they  are  not  classed  with  ''goods  in 
the  shop,"  it  is  presumed  tljat  tliey  were  not  part  of  his 
stock  in  trade.  Indeed  there  would  have  been  little  de- 
mand for  them  by  the  common  people  of  the  county  or  the 
town.  Among  them  were  Virgil  in  I^tin,  an  English  and 
Latin  Dictionary,  Cicero's  Orations  in  Latin,  a  Greek  and 
Latin  Grammar  and  Lexicon,  and  many  books  of  a  relig- 
ious character,  including  sixty-nine  single  sermons. 
Whether  the  latter  were  manuscripts  or  printed  is  not  sta- 
ted ;  if  the  former  they  were  probably  inherited  from  his 
father. 

B«iigioas  Despoad-    During  the  religious  excitement  of  IToo, 
**'*>y-  Mr.  Hawley  was  much  impressed,  and  ex- 

ceedingly concerned  about  the  state  of  his 
soul.  He  finally  gave  way  to  a  fit  of  extreme  melancholy, 
and  in  a  moment  of  temporary  insanity,  put  an  end  to  his 
life.* 

1  Dea.  Sheldon  was  a  sboemaker,  and  empli)yed  a  nuuilier  of  appreuticee.  Ac- 
cording to  tradition  ills  wile  was  in  tho  L&bit  of  luakiug  huge  puddings,  on  wiiicb  to 
fMd  th«iD.  From  that  oireuoutMioe  tbe  saxoattie  gocslps  of  that  day  named  the 
atreet  Pudding  Lane.*Wudd  USS. 

5  "In  the  latl'-r  •  "f  May.  it  bef^an  to  bn  rery  sensible  that  the  spirit  of  God 
was  gradually  witlidiawiag  from  uts,  and  after  thin  time  Satan  seemed  to  be  more  let 
looM,  and  zaged  in  a  dreadful  maaaer.  The  first  instance,  wherein  it  appeared,  was 
•  petson*8  putting  an  end  to  hie  own  life,  by  cutting  bis  throat.  Be  was  a  gentleman 
of  more  than  oommon  understanding,  of  strict  morals,  religious  in  his  beharloar, 
and  an  useful.  h'n\oiablf  pei'son  in  ilio  town  :  ))ut,  wa.^  of  a  family  that  arc  oxc-f  orlin^ 
ptame  to  the  disease  of  fflelancboly,  and  his  mother  was  killed  with  it.  Be  had,  from 
the  beginning  of  tbla  eztiaovdinarr  time,  been  exceedingly  coneexned  about  the  state 
of  bfs  soul,  and  there  were  some  things  in  his  esperienoe,  that  appeared  Tory  hope* 
Aitly,  but  h»  durst  eatenaia  no  hope  ooooeming  his  own  good  estate.  Towards  the 
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family.  Lieut.  Hawley  was  thf^  son  of  Joseph  Haw- 

ley,  who  was  prominent  in  the  early  history 
of  the  town,  and  was  born  Aii^Tist  22^,  1B89.  He  married 
in  172'i,  Rebekah.  daiig^hter  of  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard. 
They  had  two  children,  Joseph  and  Elisha.  The  former, 
Major  Joseph  Hawley,  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  men 
of  his  time.  Elisha  was  killed  in  the  expedition  against 
Crown  Point,  in  1765. 

The  Moth«r  of  Maiot    Bebekah,  wife  of  Joseph  Hawley,  was  the 
^^^r  eleventh  child  of  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard. 

A  woman  of  great  energy  and  decision, 
of  remarkable  industry  and  economy,  she  exhibited  also- 
business  talents  of  a  high  order.  She  was  a  person  of  great 
eccentricity,  of  strong  prejudices,  and  aristocratic  tenden- 
cies. Her  pldest  son.  Joseph,  was  but  twelve  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  the  care  of  the  two 
childreu,  as  well  as  the  management  of  the  farm  and  mer- 
chandise, devolved  upon  her.  An  expert  dairy  woman,  Tier 
butter  and  cheese  were  in  great  demand,  and  probably  sho 
made  more  of  the  latter  product  than  any  other  person  in 
town.  In  proof  of  her  eccentricity  it  is  related  that  when 
the  suicide  of  her  husband  was  made  known  to  her  sho 
was  in  the  dairy,  and  refused  to  go  to  him  till  she  had  fin- 
ished turning  tbe  cheeses.^  In  1753,  when  sixty-seven 
years  old,  she  built  an  addition  to  her  house,  for  a  diet  s& 
room  and  buttery.  A  gallon  of  rum  was  needed  for  the 
refreshment  of  the  raisers.  She  was  much  opposed  to  the 
marriage  of  her  son  Joseph,  and  after  that  event,  though 
she  lived  in  the  same  house  witli  liim.  slie  had  her  own  sep- 
arate apartments,  and  managed  her  own  liousehold.  In  the 
new  meeting-house  she  was  seated  in  the  third  wall  pew  to 
the  left  of  the  pulpit,  adjoining  the  pew  allotted  to  the  pas- 

Istter  part  of  his  time,  he  ^rew  muck  discouraged,  aod  melauclioly  graw  amain  upoa 
him,  till  be  was  wholly  overpowdNd  by  it,  and  was  In  a  gxMkt  measure,  past  a  ca|>ao- 
Itj  of  neoiying  advtoa,  or  belnK  taaaooed  with  to  any  purpose.  The  ^e vil  took  the< 
adTaniag»,  and  drova  Mm  Into  despairing  thoughta.  He  wa«  kept  awake  nights,  med- 
itatltiK  lerrnr,  so  tlifti  Iih  had  soarc»  a:iy  ;1.  i  p  at  all,  for  fi  long  time  together.  Aud 
it  was  observed  at  last,  that  he  was  scarveiy  well  capable  of  managini:  bis  oxdiuat; 
boalneaa,  and  was  judged  delitlona  by  the  coroner^  inquest.*'— Bev.  Mr.  Edwards^ 
NarratiT*  ot  Surprising  GonTersunns,  p.  74. 

!  As  the  catastrophe  bappeiied  on  Sunday  momlng,  too  mueh  oredeoee  must  not 

be  given  to  this  statement. 


iWtt.]       JOSEPH  HAWLBY— PHYSICTANS— TOWN  HALL.  83 


tor,  with  Col.  Jolm  St  oddard  and  bis  motlier,  Madame 
Stoddard.  Slie  died  June  2,  1766,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years. 

Grows.  In  1731,  crows  became  such  a  nuisance  that 

the  town  set  a  price  upon  their  heads,  vot- 
ing to  pay  12d.  apiece  for  all  that  should  be  killed  in  the 
ensuing  months  of  April  and  May.  Either  the  birds  mul- 
tiplied rapidly,  or  they  managed  to  elude  the  hunters,  for 
within  five  years  the  sum  was  increased  to  18d.,  and  black- 
birds were  added  to  the  list,  M.  each  being  allowed  for 
their  destruction. 

Towa  Jiap.  A  survey  and  map  of  the  towu  was  ordered 

in  1731|,  and  instructions  given  to  have  the 
bounds  of  the  township  confirmed  by  the  General  Court. 
No  record  or  copy  of  this  sui-vey  can  now  be  found.  At 
the  same  time  an  order  was  adopted  providing  that  the 
meadow  or  common  field  should  be  opened  and  laid  Com- 
mon **  for  five  weeks,  and  after  that  to  be  cleared  of  all 
creatures,  and  shut  up  till  further  notice. 

Fn>po«dsfor»Fiook    Frequent  allusions  to  sheep  raising  have 
of  sbeep.  ut.Toiti    been  made  in  these  pagfes  and,  as  has  pre- 

Fenced  for  ft  Paa-        •       ,     i.  i  i  i  i 

ttt,e.  viousiy  been  shown,  much  was  done  by 

the  town  to  promote  that  valuable  indus- 
try. In  1737,  a  special  order  was  adopted,  providing  for 
the  clearing  of  the  sheep  pasture  at  the  foot  of  Booky  Hill 
of  brush,  for  fencing  with  stone  along  the  highway,  and 
for  the  leasing  of  the  land.  Within  eight  years  a  more 
definite  attempt  was  made  to  interest  the  people  in  this 
matter.   It  was  voted  that  if 

"  A  Sufficient  Number  of  persong  Would  Snbscribp  and  Come  tiridpr 
Engagement  to  have  in  this  Town  to  the  number  of  ftve  Hundryd 
Sbeep  by  Some  time  next  Spring,  and  Effect  it  that  then  they  would 
fence  in  Mount  Tom,  for  Sheep  to  be  kept  npon,  -viz  :  to  begin  at  the 
Great  River  at  the  Most  ConTenient  place  at  the  South  End  of  the  s** 
Monntain,  and  so  fence  across  from  Great  Rirer  to  Broad  Brook 
SomewhAie  below  tbe  mill  Called  Stebbena  Mill,  and  also  do  that  upon 
S*  Brook  from  the  place  where  fence  Comes  down  to  Mnnhan  BAretf 
or  to  Some  field  fence  So  m  to  make  it  a  SnfBkdent  ftoce  for  that  Tse." 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  obtain  subscribers  and 
build  the  fence.    The  by-law  against  dogs  over  twelve 
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inches  high  running  at  large,  was  revived.  Nothing  ap- 
pear? to  show  whether  the  terms  of  the  ahove  vote  were 
complied  with.  Init  the  action  of  the  town  indicated  that  it 
was  confidently  exy>ected  that  the  requisite  number  of  sub- 
scribers would  be  obtained. ' 

Mt.  Tom  The  origin  of  the  name  of  this  mountain  is 

somewhat  in  doubt.  Nothing  positive  has 
come  to  light  relative  to  its  christening.  Dr.  Holland's 
fanciful  arid  poetical  legend  respecting  the  naming  of  Hoi- 

yoke  and  Tom  has  been  questioned,  though  there  ran  be 
no  doubt  that  Holyoke  perpetuates  the  memory  of  the 
famous  captain,  who  figured  so  prominently  in  the  early 
history  of  the  valley.  No  allusion  to  the  name  has  been 
found  upon  the  records  of  the  town  till  the  above  order  was 
adopted,  though  the  appellation  was  bestowed  upon  the 
eminence  many  years  before.  In  fact  there  is  evidence  that 
the  name  had  been  applied  to  the  mountain  within  lees  than 
a  dozen  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  town.  The 
earliest  record  of  it  is  found  upon  a  deed  of  land  from 
Capt.  Aaron  Cook  to  Joseph  Parsons  in  1662,  in  which 
thirty  acres  of  land  "under  Mt.  Tom,"  bounded  partly  by 
the  highway  under  Mt.  Tom,''  was  transferred.  The 
name  may  be  of  Imlian  origin.  Tn  fact  the  use  of  it  two 
years  before  "  Mt.  Holyoke''  was  recognized  (Holyoke  was 
first  named  on  the  Northampton  records  in  1664)  is  an 
indication  that  the  name  may  have  been  applied  by  the 
Indians,  but  was  not  in  general  use  till  many  years  after 
its  neighbor  had  become  a  household  word.  Still  there  re- 
mains the  fact  that  when  Holyoke  was  first  mentioned,  Tom 
was  designated  in  the  same  document  as  the  "greate 
mountain." 

BOorta to BnukiiM  The  issiie  of  paper  money  in  Massachusetts, 
tho  Cunettoy.  the  causes  which  led  to  it,  and  the  various 
methods  adopted  to  bring  it  into  circula- 
tion and  sustain  its  value,  have  heretofore  been  sufficiently 
dwelt  upon  in  this  work.  Another  attempt  to  stay  the 
downward  tendency  of  bills  of  credit  was  made  in  1736, 
but  fourteen  years  elapsed  before  a  specie  basis  took  the 

1    lu  1TC3,  there  wore  CS7  sheep  over  uhk  yin   >ld|  in  town  {  about  006  half  of  thoni 

were  owned  by  persons  liviog  »t  Soutb  Fama, 
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place  of  paper  money  in  this  Commonwealfh.  Tliere  were 
old  tenor,  middle  tenor,  and  new  tenor  bills,  eacli  held  at  a 
different  valuation.  The  issue  of  bills  this  year  was  to  be 
equal  to  coiued  silver  at  ^s.  sd.  per  oiincf».  Tt  was  denomi- 
nated new  tenor,  one  pound  in  value  of  wliicli  was  to  1)6 
equal  to  three  pounds  of  previous  issues.  Five  years  after- 
wards another  adjustment  was  proposed.  This  emission 
was  of  eqnal  value  in  silver  with  the  former,  hut  one  pound 
of  the  new  equalled  four  pounds  of  the  old.  The  name  of 
new  tenor  was  applied  to  this  issue,  while  that  of  1736  was 
callerl  middle  tenor.  These  enactments,  however,  did  not 
check  lessening  values,  and  in  1747,  old  tenor  bills  were 
quoted  at  seven  and  one  half  for  one  of  silver. 

surKeons  ud  Pbysi-   ^OT  uiore  than  half  a  century,  no  pliysi- 

cian  resided  in  Northampton,  and  for  sev- 
enty-one years  the  town  had  been  wit!) out 
a  surgeon.  The  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  seem  to 
have  been  distinct  an<l  se[)ai  at  e  pjofessious.  George  Filer, 
whose  career  has  been  already  sketched,  was  the  hrst 
"  chirorgeon  *'  here,  he  having  been  licensed  to  practice  in 
1665.  He  remained  in  Northampton  but  two  years,  and 
there  is  no  evidence  that  any  physician  lived  in  town  from 
that  time  till  about  the  year  1730.  Nine  years  more  elapsed 
before  another  surgeon  came.  Dr.  Samuel  Mather  seems 
to  have  been  the  first  resident  physician  in  the  place  after 
the  removal  of  Dr.  Filer.  The  first  intimation  of  his  pres- 
ence in  Northampton,  was  the  payment  to  him  of  £20,  in 
April,  for  teaching  school.  Two  years  afterwards  the 
town  paid  him  £U)0  as  an  inducement  for  him  to  settle  in 
Northam}>ton  and  practice  his  profession.  For  a  number 
of  yearahe  taught  the  children  and  administered  to  the  ills 
of  both  young  and  ohl  :  b\it  eventually  he  aljandoned  peda- 
gogy, taking  high  rank  in  his  profession,  as  well  as  among 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  place. 

settiemont  of  Dr.  Dr.  Thomas  Hastings  practiced  both  phys- 
HeMkiah  Porter.   |cs  and  chirurgery  *'  in  Hatfield,  as  early  as 
1679.   His  son  Thomas,  who  died  in  1728, 
followed  him,  and  they  were  the  oul}*  surgeons  in  this 
vicinity  for  nearly  fifty  years.  During  the  next  eleven 
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years  there  was  no  "  T^onesetter  ^  in  tMs  section  of  the  val- 
ley. Some  one  attended  upon  those  ]:>prsons  who  were  in- 
jured at  ih'^  rfl^!sing  ni'  the  meeting-house,  in  1730.  1)ut  his 
name  and  resi<k*ncc  are  unknown.  Three  years  afterwards 
an  attempt  was  made  Ity  a  few  towns  in  Hampshire  County 
to  prevail  upon  a  surgeon  to  settle  in  one  of  them.  North- 
ampton, Hatfield,  Hadley,  Sxmderlaud  and  Deerfield,  eacli 
agreed  to  offer  a  sum  of  money  to  indnoe  Dr.  Hezekiah 
Porter  of  Farmington,  Gt.,  to  take  up  his  residence  in 
either  of  the  first  three  named  towns.  A  conference  of 
committees  from  the  several  towns  was  held  with  Dr.  Por- 
ter, and  an  arrangement  made  by  which  he  was  to  receive 
JE200  as  a  settlement.  Hadley  voted  to  give  him  £02  if  ho 
wonld  settle  there,  and  £10  less  if  he  went  to  either  of  the 
other  towns.  Hatlield  oliered  £43  "  if  he  priictices  for  life  *' 
in  either  of  the  towns  named  above.  Deerlield  decided  to 
give  £14,  or  "  what  part  soever  thereof  shall  be  accounted 
our  proportion  with  y*  rest  of  y*  towns."  Northampton 
concluded  that  the  town  **  would  do  something  to  encour- 
age Dr.  Porter  settling  here  or  in  the  neighboring  towns, 
viz. :  Hatfield  or  Hadley."  A  oonmiittee  was  chosen  to 
confer  with  the  committees  of  the  other  towns  and  with 
him,  in  order  to  ascertain  on  what  terms  he  would  be  will- 
ing to  settle  among  them.^^  At  a  subsequent  meeting  it 
was  voted  to  give  "  onr  part  or  proportion  of  £200,  in  Bills 
of  Pubiick  Credit,  first  dcdncting  what  Deerfield  and  Sun- 
derland give,  and  £10  more  than  Northampton's  proportion 
In  Case  he  the  s**  Porter  Settle  in  Northampton.*'  The 
committee  was  instructed  to  '  *  take  Sufficient  Security  for 
his  abode  and  Continuance  among  us  Some  years."  Dr. 
Porter  came  to  Northampton,  and  in  1789,  the  town  paid 
him       in  accordance  with  the  above  votes. 

Sehoot-Houae  Be-    An  Order  was  adopted  in  1738,  to  remove 
moT«d.  the  school-house  "from  the  place  where  it 

now  Stands  to  the  Sand  Hill,  Xear  to  Jona- 
than Wright's  House/*  This  was  nndoubtedly  the  school- 
house  erected  in  1693.  and  the  removal  was  from  one  part 
of  meeting-house  bill  to  another,  in  order  to  make  room 
for  the  Town  and  County  House  that  was  built  the  follow- 
ing year.   This  was  probably  very  near  the  point  upon 
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which  it  had  been  proposed  to  build  the  new  meetiiig- 
liouse. 

Fines  tor  DeoiiDing  Josoph  Bartlett,  rather  than  serve  as  con- 
tbe  ofliMofcon-  stable,  after  having  been  chosen  to  that 
*    ^'  office,  paid  a  fine  of  £5.   Ensign  Sheldon 

and  John  Lyman  likewise  refused  to  take  the  oath  as  f encd 

viewers,  and  were  each  find  20fiu 


ToiraHaUuid  Conn-  Previous  to  this  date  town-meetings  as 
Houso  huitt  by  the  ^eii  3g  religious  services  had  been  held  in 

Town  &ud  Couaty.  x'  -l    x  ill  xi. 

the  meeting-house ;  out  soon  after  the  new 
one  was  built,  a  movement  was  made  for  the  erection  of  a 

"biiilflinc:  to  be  used  exclusively  f<>r  Tmsiness  pnrposes.  It 
took  detinite  shape  in  March,  173^,  when  the  town  decided 
to  build  a  town  honse  the  followinj?  summer.  During  all 
these  yr;i7\^  tlio  Ctnnitv  Courts  liad  roiiveiied  at  the  "  ordi- 
naries"  about  town,  and  it  was  deomod  a  very  proper  time 
to  engage  the  County  in  the  matter,  and  by  combining  tne 
two  interests,  provide  a  place  of  assembly  for  each*  Ac- 
cordingly the  building  committee  was  instructed  to  apply 
to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  to  ascertain 
what  action,  if  any,  would  be  taken  concerning  the  mat- 
ter. It  was  also  ordered  that  the  materials  of  the  old 
meeting-house  should  be  used  in  building  the  new  struct- 
ure. The  matter  was  laid  before  the  County  Court  at 
once,  and  it  decided  to  unite  in  erecting  the  building,  on 
condition  that  Northampton  should  pay  one  half  the  cost, 
*'for  building-  and  finishing  the  same,  besides  their  propor- 
tionable x)art  of  the  charges  of  the  other  half  together  with 
the  towns  of  liadley.  Hatfield.  Deerfield,  Westfield.  Sun- 
derland and  Northfield,  to  be  proportioned  agreeable  to 
their  province  tax."  Deerfield  voted  not  to  join  with  the 
other  towns  in  the  county  in  paying  the  expense  of  this 
building. 

The  Btiudiog  and    This  proposltiou  was  acquiesced  in  by  the 
iu  Cost.  town,  and  the  work  was  carried  out  in  1738 

and  17;39.  An  account  for  labor  and  mate- 
rials, in  1738.  was  considerably  reduced  by  the  town  before 
it  was  approved.   The  town  and  county  house  was  built  on 
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meeting-liou.sH  mil,  and  it  was  foiiurl  neces.sary  to  cart  away 
considerable  mmd  before  the  foundation  was  laid.  Un- 
doubtedly it  was  placed  very  nearly  on  the  site  of  the 
school-house  that  had  been  removed.  It  faced  the  stores 
recently  known  as  *'Kirkland  block/'  at  one  time  the  resi* 
dence  of  Hon*  Lewis  Strong,  now  Lambie's  block.  The 
door  was  in  the  center  of  the  sonth  front ;  it  had  f onr  win- 
dows, and  on  each  side  of  the  room  were  seats  or  benches 
for  spectators,  facing  inwards.  The  judges  occupied  a  plat- 
form on  the  side  opposite  the  door.*  Eben^zer  Pomeroy 
had  been  High  Sheriff,  and  had  charge  of  the  erection  of 
this  building.  His  account  shows  that  the  structure  cost 
£203.13,  and  Northampton,  according  to  agreement,  paid 
one  half  the  amount  an  well  as  its  taxable  pro])ortion  of 
the  other  half.  Thi^^  was  the  first  town  hall,  a«  well  as  the 
first  court-house,  ever  built  in  Northampton.  It  was  occu- 
pied jointly  by  both  parties  for  about  twenty-seven  years, 
when  it  was  superseded  by  another  structure  built  by  the 
county,  expressly  for  a  court-house,  in  1763. 

Southampton  trx^   Straugers  and  other  persons  not  interested 
Toted  to  tiMtPn-   in  the  meadows,  were  prohibited  from 

"    ■  turning  their  cattle  into  the  common  field, 

in  1738.  The  same  year  the  money  asse^sf^d  at  the  **new 
place,"  Southampton,  was  appropriated  ''for  the  ministry 
or  building  a  new  meeting-house,  except  what  was  needed 
for  highway  [)urposes.*'  No  meeting-house,  however,  was 
built  there  for  several  years. 

A  piumuty  BDie  In    Heretofore  all  elections  for  town  officers 
sieottona  Adopted,    ji^d  been  decided  by  a  majority  vote.  In 

]73^.  this  method  was  changed  and  a 
plurality  deemed  sufficient  in  the  election  of  selectmen.  It 

was  decided  that  those  "five  men  tliat  have  more  votes 

than  an}^  others,"  should  be  declared  elected.    No  explana- 

1  Thla  building  vas  square,  a  atosj  and  a  balf  in  beight*  wiUi  what  ia  known  as  a 
Iilproof,i!lstii«from«Mhor  thafoor  ■ides.and  oomlnirtoft  poln^  Tbo 
lumber  used  in  Its  constructiou  vas  nearly  all  brouffht  liown  the  rivpr  from  Deerfleld 
and  Bemardston.  After  the  second  court4ioo8e  was  built  it  remaioed  unoccupied 
tor  aboot  three  yowrs,  when  it  w«8  sold  ia  ITBS— the  town  and  ooanty  ioinlnc  in  tho 
trauftfer^to  Kobert  Braek,  tor  £6.17.  He  romoved  It  aeroes  the  load,  to  the  rlotnlty 
of  the  site  of  tbe  First  National  Bank,  and  for  a  lonjt  time  it  was  occupied  as  a  store. 
Finally  it  was  removed  to  Market  Streoti  flttod  np  wad  o«ed  inaajr  jears  for  » dw«U^ 
lag,  but  has  stnoe  b«ea  demolished. 
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tion  is  anywlievo  offered  for  this  vote,  and  notliiiig  is 
knowD  concerning  the  occasion  for  its  ado])tir»ii.  Tt  is  quite 
possible  that  iu  the  muiiiplicity  of  caudidates,  no  one  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  and  this  was  the 
only  way  out  of  the  difficulty.  Whatever  the  trouble  was, 
it  seems  to  have  been  settled  in  a  short  time,  for  there  was 
but  one  trial  of  the  new  plan.  The  next  year  the  plurality 
vote  was  rescinded,  the  town  voting  "that  no  person 
Should  be  Selectman  but  those  that  had  a  major  part  of  the 
votes." 

paspommuck  Be-     Pascommuck,  after  its  destruction  by  the 
settled.  Indians,  in   1704,   remained  for  thiiteen 

years  wilhont  an  inhabitant.  Only  n  fr-w 
of  the  heirs  of  former  owners  came  back  to  the  place. 
Most  of  them  sold  out  and  removed  to  other  towns.  The 
first  person  to  return  within  its  desolate  borders  was  Sam- 
uel Janes,  whose  father,  mother,  sister,  and  two  brothers, 
were  victims  of  the  massacre.  He  was  married  and  settled 
upon  the  old  homestead  in  1717.  For  about  three  years  he 
lived  there  without  neighboi^;  but  in  1720,  John  Langton 
purchased  and  occupied  the  homestead  of  Benoni  Jones. 
Eight  years  afterwards,  Lieut.  Elisha  Searl,  whose  adven- 
tures while  a  captive  with  the  Indians  in  Canada,  have 
already  been  chronicled  in  these  pages,  took  possession  of 
the  Searl  homestead.  Benjamin  Jaubs  sold  his  homestead 
to  Jonathan  Hnnt.  ami  removed  to  Coventry.  Xo  <me 
lived  on  the  place  till  it  was  ]"»iircliased  hj  Philip  Clark. 
Moses  Hutchinson  left  no  heirs,  and  iiis  liome  lot  came  into 
the  possession  of  Ebenezer  Ferry.  ^ 

.An  ApproprtotloB  for  Thirty-five  years  after  its  destruction,  six 
sohooung  th«n.  families  were  living  on  the  site  of  the 
former  settlement,  and  about  as  many 
more  resided  in  the  entire  Mountain  District.  Tt  is  proba- 
ble no  one  lived  at  that  time  on  the  west  side  of  Mt.  Tom. 
This  little  hamlet  was  so  distant  from  the  center  of  the  town 
that  the  children  experienced  great  difficulty  in  attending 
school  dnring  the  winter  months.  Their  case  was  ]n  esented 
to  the  town  in  17.39.  and  an  allowance  of  '*12'^per  diem'* 

1  For  the  oames  of  the  settlers  at  Pascommuck  at  the  time  o£  the  ludiau  raid* 
•ee  Tol.  1,  p.  40lk 
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was  voted  for  defraying'  the  charge  of  schooling-  during  the 
previous  winter.  It  is  probahle  that  the  school  was  kept 
at  one  of  the  farin-liouses,  as  no  sch.ool-]ioiise  was  built  in 
that  vicinity  till  1772. 

8<rathaiB|>toii  made    In.  September  of  the  same  year,  the  qnes- 
•  Pwoinat.         tion  of  setting  ofif  the  new  town,  **  as  a  dis- 
tinct and  separate  precinct,  so  that  hy  con- 
sent of  the  General  Court  they  might  be  under  a  capacity 

to  carry  on  the  worship  of  God  among  themselyee/'  came 
}>eforp  tiie  town.  It  was  presented  hy  an  article  in  the 
Tvrn  iM.nt,  in  whicb  the  hoimds  of  the  pi-oposed  district  were 
detinitely  defined.  After  suitable  consideration,  the  re- 
qiievSt  was  granted,  though  the  consent  of  the  Legislature 
was  uot  obtained  till  two  years  afterwards.  In  Sept*: mlier, 
1741,  the  new  precinct  was  organized  under  an  act  of  incor- 
poration. Boring  the  succeeding  ten  years  Northampton 
was  divided  into  two  precincts  or  parishes,  each  xmder  the 
care  of  the  minister  selected  by  the  residents  therein.  In 
all  other  matters  the  two  villages  were  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  old  town,  and  so  continued  till  Southampton 
assumed  municipal  responsibilities  for  itself. 


CHAPTER  VIII 


SCHOOL,  LANDS— SCHOOLS— MILL  CONTROVERSY. 

Bebool  Lands  Soldu  The  land  sequestered  for  schools  in  1670, 
had  been  rented  to  individuals  on  long  time 
leases.  When  these  contracts  expired  in  1740,  and  the  four 
succeeding  years,  the  town  voted  to  sell  the  land  and  in- 
vest the  proceeds  at  interest.  That  portion  of  it  lying  be- 
tween Bartlett's  mill  and  Banks'  Pond  (Elasthampton),  was 
sold  in  17f  ^  A  part  of  it  was  "bought  at  private  sale,  at 
the  appraisal  of  the  committee,  and  the  rest  was  sold  nt 
public  auction.  One  poTtion.  tlie  lower  meadow,  was  pur- 
chased by  Joseph  Wright  Jr.,  for  £62.10.8,  and  the  other 
by  Josiah  Clark,  for  £38.13.4.  The  upper  meadow  was 
bought  by  Roger  Clapp  for  his  son  Jonathan,  for  iJ200. 
Mr.  Clapp  afterwards  desired  to  be  released  from  his  bar- 
gain, and  in  1742,  it  was  sold  to  Jonathan  Clapp  for  £187. 
Within  two  years  the  land  above  the  mill  was  sold  to 
Stephen  Wright  and  Benjamin  Lyman.  ^  The  money  re- 
ceived from  these  sales,  amounting  to  £1923.10,  became  the 
principal  of  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which  was  expended 
yearly  in  maintaining:  the  schools.  It  varied  in  amount 
with  the  tliu'tnations  of  the  currency,  and  was  loaned  to 
individuals  on  good  security.  In  175:5,  it  amounted  to 
£2095,  old  tenor,  equal  to  £297.6.8,  in  lawful  money,  the 
interest  of  which  amounted  to  £16.15.13. 

TheHinister'B    Not  only  was  considerable  wood  required  to 
woodpito.         teep  the  minister's  pot  boiling,  but  occa- 
sional town  action  was  equally  necessary  to 
keep  the  woodpile  replenished.   So  great  had  become  the 

delinquency  in  this  respect  that  it  became  necessary,  in 
1740,  to  pass  a  vote  limiting  the  time  for  bringing  the  pas- 

1  Tbe  lot  is  still  owned  by  hi*  deaoend&ats. 

»1 
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tor's  fuel  till  ''next  Tuesday,"  nnd  in  cMse  it  was  not  then 
foi-llicoming,  the  whole  amouiii  needed,  iiu-ludint;-  what 
had  already  been  furnished,  was  to  he  paid  from  tho 
town  rate.  In  the  face  of  such  a  vote  it  seems  impiobable^ 
tliat  the  quantity  of  wood  furnished  on  the  date  mentioned 
would  have  been  very  large. 

Lower  CMst-xiu         1742,  permission  -was  granted  to  Samuel 

and  Moses  Kingsley  and  Samuel  Marshall 
to  set  up  a  Grist-Mill  on  Mill  River,  against 

the  rear  of  their  homo  lots,  if  they  would  build  it  -within 
two  years.  This  location  was  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent lower  mill  (Lamb's  wire  mill),  just  above  the  South 
Street  Boulevard  Bridge.  The  Kingsleys  lived  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river  and  Marshall  on  the  north.  As  the  mill 
was  not  completed  within  the  time  specified,  the  town  ex- 
tended the  limit  and  gave  permission  to  raise  the  dam  to 
the  height  of  seven  feet. 

Lawsuit  about  the  This  led  to  a  contention  with  the  owners  of 
the  upper  mill  (now  Maynard's  Hoe  Shop) 
in  which  the  town  became  involved,  and 
which  wH^  continued  for  more  than  thirty  years.  The  mill 
was  built,  and  had  been  in  operation  some  lifteeii  years, 
wheij  it  was  shut  down  and  for  some  time  remained  "un- 
improved," on  account  of  a  suit  for  damages  brought  by 
the  ownei's  of  the  upper  mill,  against  the  Kingsleys.  A 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  town  to  investigate,  and 
on  the  strength  of  their  report,  it  was  voted  to  *'save  the 
Kingsleys  harmless  against  all  actions  and  demands  of  the 
upper  mill  proprietors,  provided  they  keep  their  mill  in 
order  and  do  not  raise  the  water  to  a  depth  of  over  seven 
feet/^  In  1765,  another  suit  was  brotight  against  the  own> 
ers  of  the  lower  mills,  on  account  of  alleged  damages 
caused  by  the  flood  of  the  previous  year,  which  had  set  the 
wntfn-  back  so  as  to  obstruct  the  working  of  the  old  mill. 
Arbitration  was  proposed  but  the  Kingsleys  refused  to 
abide  by  it,  claiming  indemnity  from  the  town.  The  case 
went  before  the  court,  and  the  Kingsleys  recovered.  In 
1766,  the  town  paid  the  amount  awarded  by  the  court  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  arrange  matters  between  the  con* 
tending  parties.   This  committee  was  instructed  to  fix  an 
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abiding  monument  "  designating  the  lioight  of  tli.e  dam, 
and  tlie  Kingsleys  were  permitted  to  **digin  the  river  so  as 
to  1)1  lag  the  fall  in  the  river  below  the  bridge  up  to  their 
dam.'' 

Tba  oonttoTenj  For  about  nineteen  years  the  matter  was 
Continued.  apparently  settled,  when  the  subject  was 
again  in  agitation.  The  owners  of  the  up- 
per mill  once  more  brought  suit,  and  by  mutual  consent  the 
controversy  about  the  height  of  the  dam  was  referred  to 
arbitrators  in  1786.  Tive  years  elapsed  before  the  question 
was  again  opened,  and  tlieii  tlie  to^ii  complained  that  the 
lower  mill  was  not  kept  in  proper  condition.  It  had  appar- 
ently been  allowed  to  run  down.  Tn  the  meantime  a  change 
of  proprietors  had  taken  place,  and  in  1791.  Daniel  Fom- 
eroy  and  Moses  and  Enos  Ji.ingsley  built  an  entirely  new 
dam,  put  in  a  new  water-wheel,  and  new  grinding  and  bolt- 
ing machinery.  When  the  new  dam  was  completed,  the 
selectmen  and  the  proprietors  of  the  mill  placed  an  iron 
bar  in  the  rock,  thirty-six  feet  above  it,  by  which  to  mark 
the  height  of  the  dam.  This  ended  the  contest. 

CQntroveny  about    Nearly  thirty  years  had  passed  since  the 
tiM  Common  Lands    controversy  about  the  common  lands  had 

RMUUMd.  _  T  •       i     n        Ti  *       1  * 

been  ad^Tistea.  It  was  seemingly  acqui- 
•esced  in  for  a  time,  but  broke  out  again  and  lilazed  into 
fiercer  intensity  than  before.  This  time  it  was  a  qn^vstimi 
of  privilege,  causing  much  bitterness  of  feeling  and  keep- 
ing the  community  in  a  constant  turmoil.  The  dispute 
Assumed  such  proportions  in  1742,  thai  a  resort  to  legal 
measures  became  necessary.  Once  more  the  question 
tiirned  upon  the  right  of  the  general  public  to  cut  wood 
and  timber  upon  pasture  and  unimproved  commons.  This 
right,  expressly  guaranteed  in  the  division  of  1684,  seems  to 
have  been  overlooked  or  purposely  omitted  in  the  readjust- 
ment of  1715.  The  matter  came  before  the  town  at  a  meet- 
ing held  January  11, 174|,  when  the  following  action  was 
taken : — 

"  Whereas  there  hath  been  a  Controversie  long  Snbsistnig  between 
the  Town  &  Pi  nprietors  respecting  their  Bights  to  the  Undivided 
Xrfmda  Hear  the  body  of  the  Town. 
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[1748. 


The  Town  Voted  to  Clioose  three  wise,  Jndicious  perscms  to  advise 
between  them  with  respect  to  their  Bight  to  the  Lands  above  s*  and 
also  to  their  rigbt  of  Cutting  of  wood.  Timber,  &c.  on  the  Lots  laid 
oat. 

"  And  that  the  assessors  in  raising  a  Town  Tax  for  the  def  myiTig  of 
the  Charges  of  the  Town,  Shall  make  nn  additional  Tax  for  tbo  defray* 
ing  the  Obliges  of  the  Committee,  that  Shall  be  Chosen  Lo  advise  be^ 
tween  them  &  the  profoietorB  in  the  Oontroversie  respecting  the  Bight 
of  tr*  Lands. 

"And  the  Town  made  choice  of  William  Pitkin,^  Joseph  Fowler, 
and  John  Bulkley.  Esq  to  advise  between  them  ^  the  Proprietors  in 

the  eontroversie  aforeff*.'* 

Ebenezer  Pomeroy  and  Col.  Timotliy  Dwight  were  appointed  a  com-* 
mitteeto  "take  Speedy  &  Bffeotnal  Care  that  the  Oentlemen  before 
mentioned  be  here  ae  Soon  as  maybe."  &  that  they  also  "provile  for 
their  Entertainment  at  the  Cost  &  Clmrge  of  the  Town/'  Major  Pom- 
eroy and  Oapt.  John  Clark  were  appointed «  committee  ''to  provide  an 
Attorney  at  the  Oost  &  Charge  of  the  Town  to  manage  the  Oanse  on 
the  behalf  of  the  Town  &  to  d^end  their  Bight  before  the  Gemtleineii 
Chosen  to  advise.*' 

Benjamin  Alvord  was  at  once  dispatched  to  notify  the 
above  named  persons  of  the  action  of  the  town,  and 
arrange  the  preliminaries  of  the  meeting.  Undoubtedly 
the  case  was  duly  presented,  and  although  the  record  re- 
mains -silent  coucerning  the  proceedings  or  decision  of  th(3 
arbitrators,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  an- 
nexed vote,  passed  the  following  3^ear,  was  based  upon  and 
embodies  the  result  of  their  deliberations  :  — 

At  a  Legal  Town  Meeting  (by  adjournment)  on  Tnefiday  the  twenty 
Second  of  Nor.  1748  The  Town  of  Northampton  then  Voted  that  a  Line 
be  run  from  the  front  of  the  Long  Diyision  (at  the  Bridge  by  Htilbert^B 

Saw  mill)  West  by  the  Keedle  of  the  Snrveying  InHtnaraent  three  Qnar- 
ters  of  a  mile  and  from  thence  a  Line  be  mn  North  degrees  £a8t  to 
Hatfield  bonnds,  and  Uonth  Six  degrees  West  to  the  Sonth  Side  of  the 
long  Division :  and  that  Another  Line  be  Bnn  parallel  to  the  former  at 
a  Mile  «fe  half  distance  West  from  the  fornipr  ■  between  whicrh  two 
Lines  they  prop<:)se  to  Cut  wood  and  timber  for  the  Space  of  ten  years 
NejLt  Coming  and  they  then  farther  Yubed  to  Quit,  Heleade  and  relin- 
quish to  the  retqpectiTe  Proprietors  of  the  Long  Division  their  Bight  & 
Liberty  and  pretence  of  right  and  liberty  to  Cut  wo(  and  timber  in 
the  remaining  part  of  S'^  Division  (viz)  to  the  Ea^t  of  the  first  of  8^ 
Parallel  Lines,  and  West  (d  the  Second,  and  also  their  Bight  and  Lib- 
erty of  Catting  i^prnoe  or  White  Pine  (as  'tis  Sometimes  Galled)  be- 
tween 9*  Parallel  LineSt  which  right  lAiey  ChaUenged  by  a  Vote  made 

1  Mr.  PUklu,  it  vJU  be  rwineinbered,  wivs  one  of  the  persona  applied  to  by  the 
town  twentr'Sevaa  years  betote,  tor  adTioe  re^xdiitg  tlio  logality  of  »  former  diTis« 
Ion  of  the  ooaaoamL  8w  vol.  1,  p.  64B. 


174S.]    gCHOOL  LANDS— SCHOOLS— MILL  CONTROVERSY.  95 


Oct.  lO'i'  :1(>8'{.  They  then  Vote<i  to  Quit,  release  it  relinquish  to  the 
Proprietors  of  tlie  respective  Lotta  all  their  Bight  and  Liberty  to  Cut 
wood  &  timber  in  that  Division  called  the  little  DiTision  lying  between 
Sandy  Hill  andMmilian  River :  and  likewise  in  that  Division  Galled  the 
Hotmtain  Division  which  right  they  Challenge  by  a  Vote  made  Oct. 
W^,  1681. 

"At  the  Same  time  they  Voted  to  C^uit,  release  and  relinquish  to  the 
Proprietors  all  the  right  &  liberty  the  Town  have  to  cut  wood  or  tim- 
ber  in  the  Lwd  now  Called  the  bmer  Commons,  and  that  land  lying 

between  the  Mountain  Division  and  Munhan  river  and  Oonnecticutt 
River  and  also  in  that  Trat-t  of  Land  lying  between  the  long  Division 
and  the  Additional  U^rant  made  to  the  Town  of  I^ortbampton  and  be- 
tween the  road  that  goes  from  Mnnhan  River  towards  Weetfield  and 
at  the  West  bounds  of  the  Town  of  Northampton  which  right  tiiey 
Challenge  by  a  Vote  of  e^'  Town  made  Oct.  10^,  1684." 


Setti-^d  ?nr  a  Decade  Who.  if  aiiv  One.  WHS  employed  by  the 
and  the  Expeose*  towTi  US  ;ittoniey  to  a])pear  before  the  arbi- 
trators, is  nowhere  named,  but  the  sum  of 
£50.2.7  was  paid  for  tlie  expenses  of  the  ('()nuiiiitee.  and 
probably  included  the  amount  paid  to  the  referees.  Benja- 
min Alvord  also  received  £8.6.7  for  his  services  as  messen* 
ger.  This  action  settled  the  question  for  the  time  being, 
and  was  the  cause  of  much  rejoicing  among  the  people.^ 
But  the  settlement  was  limited  to  ten  years,  and  then  the 
question  came  up  again,  as  fresh  as  ever. 

The  Dispute  ag$ia  It  was  brought  forward  at  the  annual  meet- 
waxesHot.  ing  held  March  .5,  1754,  by  an  article  in  the 
warrant  "  relating  to  the  Coraon  lands  not 
inclnded  in  the  Divisions  of  Coinons  made  before  s*^  year 
17iXK  and  antiont  highways."  The  article  was  not  reached 
till  the  afternoon  session,  which  opened  at  two  o'clock. 
An  animated  discussion  arose  which  was  prolonged  for 
several  days.  It  was  continued  till  nightfi^l  of  the  first 
day,  when  the  meeting  was  adjourned  till  the  next 
morning  at  nine  o'clock.  Then  the  town  "reassumed  the 
dispute,"  and  from  nine  to  twelve  o'clock  and  from  two 
till  sundown,  it  was  continued,  when  a  further  adjourn- 

1  In  regard  to  this  sftriprnont,  Mr.  Edwards,  writing  m  1743,  aays  :  — ■•  And  it  is  a 
tbiog  greatly  to  be  rejoiced  in  th&t  the  people  very  lately  bave^me  to  an  agreement 
and  final  iaaae,  wttb  regpaot  to  their  grand  oontroTerayi  reliting  to  their  oommon 
lands  :  which  has  been,  above  any  other  partloular  tblog,  a  aource  of  mutual  preja. 
dices,  jealoasies,  ^  aebatee,  for  fifteen  or  elzteen  jeara  paet/'-oTi»^'e  <ii«at  Avak- 
ening,  p.  900. 
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meiit  was  had  till  Monday,  tlic  11*''.  Throughout  another 
day  the  forensic  battle  raged  before  a  vote  was  reached. 

Then 

the  question  was  pat  Whether  the  Town  would  sk&sarb  their  right 
to  all  tha  lands  witbin  the  bounds  of  the  Town  of  Northampton  which 
are  not  included  in  those  diTisions  which  tbB  Comons  were  dietribnted 

into  &  which  were  ilivided  before  the  year  1700  as  well  as  those  lands 
called  Inward  Comons  as  any  other,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
Then  the  Qnestion  was  put  Whether  the  Town  would  assert  their  right 
to  those  parts  of  the  antient  highways  wittiin  the  bounds  of  s'  Town 
which  parts  hare  been  of  l  a  ears  diaoontinued  and  left  ont  by  the 
redndng  and  narrowing  of  s"^  Wars,  since  the  original  laying  out  of 
the  same,  and  it  passed  in  the  aflBruiative.*' 

A  committee  was  ciiosen  to  devise  some  method  of  divid- 
ing the  lands. 

suiu  Ordered  to    On  the  26^  of  Maroh,  the  town  voted  to 
Reeover  thea*   commence  suits  to  recovor  all  the  lands 
alluded  to  in  the  above  votes,  **  Some  per- 
sons having  of  late  years  as  the  Town  apprehends,  without 

right  entered  into  and  taken  possession  of  some  parts  of 
8"*  land."  Joseph  Hawley  and  Ebenezer  Hunt  were  chosen 
agents  to  carry  out  the  vote.   In  May  they  were  ordered  to 

proceed  in  the  matter  of  the  trespassers,  in  case  they  should 
be  advised  thereto  by  the  "  Learned  in  the  Law.'' 

Aotodtt  f or  Tre»vae«  AujkjusL,  an  attempt  was  mad©  to  revoke 
Against  TimoUiy  the  abovo  vote,  but  without  success.  Evi- 
dentlythe  "Learned  in  the  Law  "advised 
that  the  town  had  a  good  case  against  the  trespassers,  and 
an  action  was  commenced  in  September  to  recover  from 
Timothy  Dwight  a  tract  of  land  in  the  northeast  part  of 
the  town,  between  the  county  road  to  Hatfield  and  the  Con- 
necticut River.  Tt  contained  fifty-two  and  three  quarters 
acres,  was  fenced  and  (3 escribed  as  a  sheep  pasture.  The 
decision  of  the  lowei-  court  was  in  favor  of  the  defendant, 
hut  the  t  own  appealed  the  case  to  the  Superior  Conrt,  wliich 
reversed  the  formei'  verdict,  and  gave  the  plaintiffs  posses- 
sion of  the  land  together  with  costs  of  court.  The  next 
year  the  town  refused  to  give  Dwight  a  title  to  the  prem- 
ises, but  in  1756,  when  the  case  came  again  before  the 
court,  on  a  plea  of  ejectment,  the  parties  agreed  that  the 
former  judgment  should  be  reversed  and  no  costs  granted. 
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This  land  was  undoubtedly  one  of  those  tracts  whirh  had 
been  sequestered  in  169 g  for  a  sheep  pasture,  aaid  had  been 
appropriated  by  Mr.  Dwight. 

A  FiQ&i  Adjustment  In  1756,  aQothor  and  successful  attempt 
of  the  Common  ^as  made  to  dispose  of  the  vexed  question 
concerning  the  rights  of  the  public  m  the 
common  lands.  The  previous  arrangement  had  been  limi- 
ted to  ten  years,  and  when  that  time  expired,  the  prob- 
lem still  remained  in  part  unsettled.  A  committee  was 
chosen  to : 

**  concert  ponie  Terms  of  Settlement  and  accommodation  of  the  long 
disputes  and  controversies  between  the  Town  of  Northampton  and 
those  who  claim  the  uudivided  lands  of  the  town  commonly  called  the 
Inward  Commons,  as  Proprietors  or  Tenants  in  common  reflecting  of 
right  &  Title  to  s'*^  commons,  then  proceeded  to  choose  M'  Joseph  Haw- 
ley,  M'^  Noah  Clark,  Dea.  Eben  Hunt.  Lt.  Gideon  Toyman,  Ens,  Josiah 
Pom^y,  Col.  Tim.  Dwight,  Capt.  l^oah  Wright,  Lt.  Caleb  Strong, 
Dea.  Supply  Kingsley/*  as  the  committee. 

On  the  S6^^  of  March  this  committee  made  their  report. 
They  proposed  that  within  the  compass  of  two  parallel 
lines,  two  miles  apart,  running  north  and  south  across  the 
first  division,  the  first  or  most  easterly  one,  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  west  of  Hulbert's  Sawmill,  and  the  other  two 
mills  west  of  it,  for  the  space  of  ten  years,  all  or  any  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Korthampton,  shotild  have  the  right  to 
cut  and  cany  away  wood  and  timber  of  all  sorts  except 
white  pine.  The  town  was  to  release  and  quitclaim  all 
title  to  lands  in  the  inner  commons  and  otlieT-  parts  of  the 
town,  excepting  lands  appropriated  for  liigliwayb.  After 
considerable  debate  and  one  or  two  adjonrnnionts,  the  town 
adopted  substantially  the  report  of  the  committeo,  and  also 
quitclaimed  its  right  and  title  to  lands  in  the  several  divis- 
ions, except  such  as  were  reserved  for  highway  purposes, 
after  ten  years  had  expired.  This  decision  seems  to  have 
put  an  end  forever  to  this  much  debated  question,  and  no 
further  allusion  to  it  is  to  be  found  upon  the  records. 

Land  Granted  to    "P^ive  hundred  acres  of  land  vrcrc  granted  to 
Souttiaiiii^toB.       the  new  Preeinct  h\  1743  :  throe  hundred 
acres  of  which  were  to  enable  the  inbahi- 

tants  to  settle  a  minister  and  two  hundred  in  ''lieu  '  of 
1 
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their  proportion  of  lands  seqnestered  for  the  ministry  hj 
the  first  Precinct.  This  land  was  situated  on  the  "back 
side  of  White  Loaf  Hills/'  an  elevation  four  hundred 
eighty  feet  in  altitude  in  the  extreme  southeastern  section 
of  the  town. 

Kew  Soboolt BiMb-  Dnrinof  the  same  year,  fhc  qncstion  of  pro- 
viding  an  assistant  sclioolmaster  or  mak- 
ing provision  for  schooling  children  in  the 
"remote  parts  of  the  Town,"  "Considering  thai  the  Chil- 
dren Are  Very  Numerous,"  was  acted  upon.  Jn  accord- 
ance therewith,  schools  were  established  on  the  "  Plain/' 
above  the  cemetery,  and  on  South  Street.  These  schools 
were  to  be  in  session  four  months  each,  as  a  winter  term, 
and  the  teachers  were  allowed  £15  each.  The  next  year 
£130  were  raised  for  school  purposes,  to  which  was  added 
the  income  of  the  money  due  the  town  for  the  school  land 
lately  sold.  Of  this  amount  £30  were  to  h,  ised  in  the  re- 
mote parte  of  the  town,  and  the  remainder  for  the  support 
of  the  Grammar  School.  During  the  succeeding  3^ear  .£';}0, 
in  bills  of  credit,  old  tenor,  were  appropriated  to  be  im- 
proved" in  hiring  English  Schoolmasters  in  the  *'  extreme  ' 
parts  of  the  town."  From  this  time  onward  these  schools 
were  continued,  and  as  the  town  increased  in  population 
others  were  added.  Within  five  years  schools  had  been 
established  at  Pascommuck,  Bartlett's  Mills,  and  in  the 
second  Precinct. 

Dogiprohibttedftom  The  impossibility  of  successfully  main- 
niDufiig  at  Luge.  taluiug  intact  flocks  of  sheep,  in  the  face 
of  a  constantly  increasing  colony  of  dogs, 
impressed  it5?elf  upon  the  community  from  time  to  time, 
and  in  1744  the  canine  nuisance  became  so  intolerable  that 
drastic  measures  were  prescribed  for  itf?  abatement.  No 
dog  was  allowed  to  go  ;)t  large  "out  of  the  Ou^tody.  keep- 
ing or  Sight  of  his  :ii;i-ter  or  owner,  or  the  iveeper,  any- 
where within  the  Lirnii,>  of  the  s**  Town,"  under  a  penalty 
of  20s.  A  committee  of  ten  persons,  called  informers  of 
the  breach  of  the  Law,''  was  chosen,  and  steps  were  taken 
to  confer  with  Hatfield  and  Hadley  for  the  enactment  of  a 
similar  by>law  "for  the  encouragement  of  keeping  sheep.'' 
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iftfringpmentR  upon  Notwithstanding  the  efforts  to  prevent 
the  High  ways  again  t-liem,  eiicruacliments  upon  the  higliways 
conld  not  be  entirely  prevented,  and  in  1744 
another  attempt  was  made  to  bring  them  to  an  end.  The 
roads  were  reported  to  be  in  many  places  narrow  and  en* 
cumbered  with  buildings  and  fences.  In  several  instances 
the  town  had  granted  abuttors  certain  rights  in  the  liigli- 
ways.  Encouraged  apparently  by  this  liberality,  others 
seem  to  have  appropriated  without  authority  simHar  priv- 
ileges. An  order  was  adopted  to  search  out  and  report  all 
such  offenders,  but  the  result  was  not  made  known. 


An  unf riendiy  Yot*.    The  Unfortunate  controversy  with  Rev. 

Mr.  Edwards,  which  resulted  in  his  dis- 
missal, originated  in  events  which  occurred  during  this 
year,  and  tlio  following  vote,  of  slight  ini[)ortance  in  itself, 
seems  to  indicate  that  an  unfriendliness  towards  him  pre- 
vailed to  some  extent  early  in  lli-i.  At  a  town-meeting 
held  on  the  o""  of  March,  "  The  question  was  put  whether 
the  Town  will  pay  the  Charge  of  bringing  Mr.  Edwards, 
his  daughter  from  Brookfield,  &;  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive." This  is  all  that  is  known  concerning  this  vote ;  there 
is  no  explanation  of  it  either  upon  the  records  or  in  con- 
temporaneous documents.  Why  the  town  should  have 
been  requested  to  pay  this  expense,  or  why  there  should 
have  been  any  occasion  for  it,  is  nowhere  shown.  There 
may  of  course,  have  been  reasons  for  such  a  deeisio'i  other 
than  dissatisfaction  with  the  pastor,  and  it  is  liardly  con- 
ceiva.hle  that  so  much  feeling  should  liave  been  manifested 
at  this  early  stage  of  the  alfair.  Bui  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  considerable  money  had  been  paid  in  former  years  to 
persons  for  waiting  on  Mr.  Edwards"  when  he  traveled, 
it  seems  somewhat  inconsistent,  to  say  the  least,  that  this 
slight  demand  should  have  been  denied.^ 

1  In  May,  1748,  Mr.  BdwAVds  went  io  Boston,  to  •ttond  »  eooTention  of  the  clergy. 
He  went  on  horsebaok,  aod  bis  eldest  daughtrr.  Sar&h,  on  a  pillion  beliiinl  him. 
Whether  thxough  or  •oom  other  miahap,  she  wm  l«tt  behind  at  BrookOeld,  on 

their  tetuzn,  ao  that  eztr»  trHuportatlon  wm  required,  han  not  been  awiertaiiied, 
bu  t  it  maf  b«  Btttmlsed  that  something  of  the  kind  ooeoxred,  whleh  gave  rise  to  this 
appeaL 
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A  workhooB*  In      Forty  years  before  this  date  an  Almshouse 
AgftoUon.  had  beeu  provided,  but  lor  many  years  it 

had  ceased  to  exist.  Paupers  were  cared 
for  in  the  families  of  their  relatives,  or  others,  who  were 
paid  for  the  service.  In  1745,  a  movement  was  made  to  de- 
termine  the  expediency  of  ''building  a  proper  and  Oonve* 
nient  Work  House,  to  Set  Idle  and  poor  people  to  Work. " 
John  Stoddard,  Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  and  Timothy  Dwight 
were  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  and  report.  Proba- 
bly the  people  were  not  quite  ready  for  such  an  experi- 
ment. The  conimittef  made  no  report  that  is  now  extant, 
and  the  subject  was  not  again  brought  before  the  town. 

Unruly  Youth  tg  Great  annoyance  was  experienced  by  the 
tM  hkupwataa.  good  people  of  Northampton  on  account  of 
the  unruly  and  unlawful  proceedings  of  the 
youth  of  the  town.  Damage  was  constantly  perpetrated 
upon  the  school  buildings  and  the  meeting-house;  the 
school  wood  was  burned  at  unseemly  hours,  and  misde- 
meanors seemed  to  multiply.  Undoubtedly  the  young  men 
would  gather  at  the  school-house  evenings  to  cultivate 
sociability  at  the  expense  of  the  town  woodpile.  Disorder 
in  the  meeting-house,  on  Sunday,  seemed  impossible  of  pre- 
vention, and  it  became  so  troublesome  in  1745,  as  to  call 
forth  the  following:  voto  :  — 

**Tlie  Town  being  iSensible  of  the  Irreverent  and  Disorderly  beha- 
viour of  many  of  tbe  young  people  and  Children  In  the  House  of  God 
in  tbe  time  of  pabUck  Wonhip,  and  at  the  Same  meeting  made  Choice 
of  Bn8.  John  dapp,  Gideon  Henderson,  Caleb  Strong,  and  EUeha 
Pomeroy,  to  Inspect  the  behaviour  of  tlie  young  people  and  Children 
In  time  of  publick  WorgMp  and  to  prosecute  tAum  for  th^  Irreverent 
«nd  disorderly  behaTionr,  and  voted  at  the  Same  time  the  jbiepectors 
have  power  to  order  soch  disorderly  persons  to  Sit  in  Snch  places  in 
the  meeting  Honse  in  the  time  of  pnttUck  Worship  as  they  Shall  think 
proper." 

Titbing-men  apparently  bad  little  authority  over  the 

iiaiightv  boys  and  girls  in  tbe  congregation.  Tbis  vote 
seems  to  liave  inaugurated  a  new  class  of  Sunday  oliiccrs, 
which  in  a  few  years  became  dignified  by  the  name  of 
"Sabbath  Wardens."  and  who  were  provided  with  a  badge 
of  office  similar  to  that  carried  by  tithiiig-meii. 
Certain  pews  in  the  gallery  were  set  apart  for  the  youth, 
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and  behind  tlie  high  enclosure  much  mischief  was  carried 
on  during  Sunday  services.   One  method  of  diversion  was 

to  cut  and  hack  the  woodwork  with  penknives,  and  many 
a  hole  was  made,  through  which  the  youngsters  peered  or 
held  communication  with  their  fellows. 

Deatb-rate  for  Tbree     i^ioui  1745  to  1748,  much  sickness  pre- 

vailed  throughout  the  town,  and  many 
deaths  occurred.  The  family  of  Samuel 
Clarke  was  sorely  afflicted.  In  1745,  four  children  from 
twenty-five  to  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  died  within  four 
months.  By  his  will,  made  in  March  of  that  year,  he  dis- 
tributed a  large  estate -to  four  sons  and  seven  daughters. 
Within  a  twelvemonth  only  two  sons  and  five  daughters 
were  living,  and  one  of  the  latter  died  in  1747.  Samuel 
Clarke  died  at  the  age  of  fift3^-seven  years.  He  was  a  great 
gran  (I  son  of  William  (Uarktj  Sr.  Ho  was  twice  married 
and  had  fourteen  children,  of  whom  only  six  were  living  in 
1748.  A  stone  was  placed  at  his  grave,  on  which  were 
chiseled  the  luiluwiug  lines  :  — 

"  Awful  is  UiQ  comfioaad  but  just, 

That  bids  these  five  lie  dnmberiiig  in  the  dust. 

Father  and  torn  cMldren,  aU  in  their  bloom 

Within  Pmr  mnrths  ^■^PTP  leatfid  in  the  totnb. 
Kacli  died  in  hope,  each  here  in  silence  lies, 
Till  the  last  tmmp  shall  bid  them  rise.** 

In  1745,  there  were  thirty-nine  deaths  registered  ;  in  1746, 
thirty -two ;  in  1747,  twenty -seven  j  and  in  1748,  forty-three. 
The  entire  population  of  the  town  at  that  time,  was  about 
one  thousand,  probably  a  little  less. 


CHAPTER  EX. 


KING  OEOBGB'S  7BBKCH  Ain>  INDIAN  WAB. 

indifttt  Trade  So-    FoB  nearly  twenty  years,  the  peace  arraBged 
Uflitad.  with  the  eastern  Indians  in  17^6,  remained 

unbroken.  During  its  continuance  constant 
efforts  were  made  to  conciliate  the  natives  and  open  trade 
with  them.  Many  Indians  resided  in  the  towns,  between 
whom  and  the  inhabitants,  the  most  amicable  relations  ez- 
ipted.  A  tnick-hotise  had  been  established  at  Fort  Dim- 
mer, or  rather  that  fortification  had  been  used  as  a  trading 
vStation  ;  several  liouses  for  the  Indians  Jiad  Ijeen  provided 
hy  tlie  government,  and  considerable  trade  was  carried  on 
with  the  different  tribes.  Capt.  Joseph  Kellogg,  who  had 
been  in  command  there  for  some  years,  was  appointed 
Truck-master.  Meanwhile  the  English  had  been  pushing 
out  into  the  wilderness,  wherever  an  opportunity  offered. 
Settlements  had  been  established  to  the  northward  in  Ver- 
mont and  New  Hampshire,  and  were  climbing  the  moun- 
tain ranges  of  Western  Massachusetts.  Hampshire  Coun- 
ty then  included  the  entire  section  of  the  Province  west- 
ward from  the  county  of  Worcester,  and  embraced  within 
its  limits  all  the  territory  now  comprising  tlie  four  counties 
of  Hampshire,  Franklin,  Hampden,  and  Berkshire. 

War  DecUred-  Thougli  England  and  Spain  had  been  in 
open  conflict  for  years,  no  material  effect 
had  been  produced  upon  the  amicable  relations  of  the  colo- 
nies. It  was  not  till  1744,  when  continental  complications 
brought  on  a  rupture  between  France  and  England,  that 
the  American  continent  felt  the  shock.  War  was  declared 
by  France  in  March,  and  was  speedily  followed  by  a  coun- 
ter proclamation  of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 
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This  was  the  fifth  war  in  which  the  colony  had  been  en- 
gaged, and  the  third  in  which  the  French  souglit  the  aid  of 
their  Indian  allies.  Louis  XY.  was  King  of  France  and 
George  IL  King  of  England. 

Capture  of  Gaueau.     While  tlie  couditlon  of  affairs  was  known 

in  Canada  in  April,  inteiligeuce  of  the 
declaratioii  of  war  was  not  received  in  Boston  till  a  month 
later.  Canada,  anticipating  hostilities,  was  prompt  to  take 
advantage  of  the  first  intimation  tiiat  peace  no  longer  ex- 
isted, and  a  body  of  troops  dispatched  from  Lonisbnrg  cap- 
tured Canseau,  before  tidings  that  hostilities  had  com- 
menced reached  Boston.  Annapolis  was  threatened,  but 
immediate  action  on  the  part  of  Ooy,  Shirley,  saved  it 
from  attack. 

War  Preparaiiuns  ForecastiHg  a  "  speodv  nipture "  between 
Commenced  in  France  RTid  England,  the  General  Court 
commenced  preparations  to  meet  it  in  In  o- 
vember,  1743.  Money  was  appropriated  for  tlie  defence 
of**  certain  of  the  more  exposed  towns  in  the  eastern  sec- 
tion of  the  Province,  though  New  Sah-m  in  ilampsliire,  as 
well  as  other  towns  in  Worcester  County,  were  among 
them.  An  act  was  also  passed  for  the  enlistment  of  ten 
companies  of  fifty  men  each  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts, 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers.  These  men  were  to  con- 
stitute a  force  of  minute  men,  enlisted  for  the  war,  ready 
to  start  at  the  shortest  notice.  Each  man  was  to  provide 
himself  with  **  a  pair  of  snow-shoes,  a  pair  of  moggisons  & 
batchet,"  for  which  he  was  to  receive  10s.  Three  of  these 
companies  were  assigned  to  Hampshire  County.  In  Jan- 
nary  following,  Col.  John  Stoddard,  Eleazar  Porter,  and 
Israel  Williams,  \vere  designated  by  llie  Governor  to  sug- 
gest the  names  of  fit  ]»eTson8  for  their  officers.  For  the 
company  from  this  section  these  men  were  proposed:  — 
Setli  Pomeroy,  Captain  ;  Supply  Kingsley,  Ijieutenant ;  and 
John  Clap,  Ensign,  all  of  Northampton.  No  muster-roll 
of  this  company  has  been  discovered,  and  it  is  not  probable 
that  any  military  organization  thus  officered  was  ever 
formed.  They  were  termed  ''snow  shoe  men,"  but  it  is 
doubtful  if  they  ever  entered  the  service  in  that  capacity. 
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Capt.  Pomeroy,  however,  commanded  a  compauy  tlie  next 
year,  but  its  field  of  operations  was  remote  from  Massa- 
chii«etts. 

A  oommiMioii  on  De-    When  War  became  a  certainty,  additional 
tmims  AppoiD««d.     methods  of  defence  were  provided  by  the 
authorities,  designed  more  especially  to 
command  the  customary  lines  of  Indian  travel  across  the 

frontiers,  from  the  northward.  It  was  decided  to  estaWish 
a  series  of  forts,  about  live  and  a  half  miles  distant  from 
each  other,  westward  to  the  l)ouudaries  of  New  York.  A 
comnnispion  consistiTig  of  Col.  Stoddard.  Col.  Partridge, 
and  John  Leonard,  was  appointed  to  carry  these  orders 
into  effect.  OoL  Stoddard  was  the  working  man  of  the 
commission,  and  under  his  supervision,  the  fortifications 
were  designed,  located  and  buUt. 

FortiticatioMCoii.  Fort  Dummcr,  erected  in  1724,  by  Lieut. 
»t.ruct«d.  Timothy  Dwight  of  Northani})ton,  having 

been  thoroughly  repaired  after  its  destruc- 
tion by  fire,^  was  now  more  formidable  tTian  ever.  Tn 
order  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  this  commission  it  was 
necessary  first  to  establisli  a  military  line  on  which  to  erect 
the  blockhouses.  Early  in  July,  Lieut.  Timothy  Dwight, 
now  Col.  Dwight,  was  instructed  to  survey  a  line  in  accord- 
ance with  general  orders,  *'  from  Golrain  to  the  Dutch  set- 
tlements." This  was  promptly  done,  and  on  the  ^4*"  of  the 
month,  orders  were  issued  to  Oapt.  William  ^Williams  of 
Hatfield,  for  the  erection  of  a  fort  in  the  town  of  Heath, 
which  was  named  Fort  Shirley,  in  honor  of  the  Governor 
of  the  Province.  Another  fort  was  built  in  the  town  of 
Rowe,  and  named  Fort  Peiham,  but  it  was  not  completed 

1  Oa.  the  Ifi*''  ot  Januarj,  I7S8, 9  o'clock  at  aigbt,  Are  broke  out  in  the  room  edjoiD- 
iDgtbe  magailiie  at  Fort  noinmer,  and  Oapt.  Kdlogs,  fteiiag  tlie  lim  wwM  soon 
toeoh  the  powder,  ordered  all  the  people  immedlBteljr  to  leave  the  fort  (after  trying 
In.  Ttia  to  put  out  the  Are),  before  hin  orders  could  be  executed  the  powder  blew  up 
•ad  ioatteted  ilie  lira  all  over  the  fort,  and  In  a  short  time  it  waa  all  consumed,  witii 
the  atona  ot  war,  fcooda  for  tha  Indiaa  tcada,  and  all  tlia*  baloofed  to  tha  olDoan 
and  aoldievis,  except  tba  elolhaa  thef  had  on.  Loaa  Iron  4)8,000  to  £7,<P00.**—Bo8ion 
Brenlng  Post,  1788. 

The  fort  was  probably  xeboilt  by  Capt.  KaUogg  the  ensuing  year.  It  was  com- 
nandad  b7  Ca|^  Joaiah  WlUard  tn       wlio  ooi^lalnad  that  it  was  in  a  "  dafanoa- 

less  conditloa.'"  He  s&ye  that  the  garrison  will  put  thlnpfs  in  a  posture  for  detenoa 
and  erect  two  bastiuos  if  government  will  allow  him  a  carpenter  and  provide  nalla» 
iron  and  boards.  These  baatfons  waf*  boUk  In  1741,  and  a  Una  of  plokata  twantf  fOai 
high,  set  around  the  fori. 
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till  the  following  spring.  Dux'ing  that  sTimmer  a  tMrd 
fortification  was  erected  in  the  town  of  Adams,  beyond 
Hoosack  monntain,  and  named  Fort  Massacluisetts.  This 
finished  the  line  of  defenses  ordered  and  [)aid  for  hy  the 
Province.  Other  means  of  safety  were  a<]o])tod.  and  houses 
were  fortified  and  mounts  built  in  Vernon,  Bernardston, 
Oolrain,  Charlemont  and  Oharlestowa.  West  of  the  moun- 
tain similar  works  were  constructed  at  Pittsfield,  Stock- 
bridge,  and  Sheffield.  These  were  built,  some  at  private 
cost,  and  others  by  the  towns  in  which  they  were  sit- 
uated. Generally  the  town  fortifications  were  used  as 
places  of  refuge  for  the  inhabitants  in  times  of  sudden 
assault.  In  cases  of  imminent  danger  they  were  garrisoned 
by  the  Province  troops  or  volunteers  paid  by  the  govern- 
ment. 

commaudiDg  offl.    Col.  John  Stoddard  succeeded  to  the  com- 
■Se  Cowi*"*''**  ^        county,  on  the  deatli  of  Col. 

e  otm  y.  g^xnuel  Partridge,  which  occurred  in  1740. 
He  also  had  charge  of  the  frontier  defenses.  Capt.  Eph- 
raim  Williams  of  Hatfield,  was  entrusted  with  the  over- 
sight of  the  western  line  of  fortifications,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Fort  Massachusetts,  and  Major  Israel  Williams  of 
Hatfield,  was  appointed  commissary  of  the  Western  De- 
partment. 

Soidien  and  DogH  Five  hundred  soldiers  were  ordered  to  he 
^rnf  Fi!***'  ''^^^^^  K'44,  two  hundred  of  whom  were 
ooearted."  to  be  Sent  to  the  western  frontiers.  Con- 
stant scouting  was  carried  on  from  the  forts, 
under  the  supervision  of  Oapt.  Williams.  Bogs  were 
pressed  into  the  service,  and  accompanied  many  of  the 
scouting  parties,  but  evidently  they  did  not  accomplish  all 
that  was  anticipated.  Abundant  signs  of  the  enemy  were 
discovered,  but  no  collision  occurred,  and  no  assault  was 
made  by  the  Indians  in  this  section.  It  is  not  known  that 
any  Northampton  men  were  engaged  in  this  campaign. 
Undoubtedly  some  of  them  enlisted,  and  were  employed  in 
the  duties  already  named,  but  no  company  from  this  town 
appears  among  the  muster-rolls.  During  the  year  both 
sides  were  en^^aged  in  preparations  tor  the  conflict.  The 
burden  of  building  the  fortifications  and  scouting  fell  upon 
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the  militia  from  the  northern  section  of  the  county,  as  very- 
few  troops,  if  any,  were  sent  from  the  east.  A  company 
of  soldiers  from  a  Worcester  regiment  was  sent  to  North- 
ampton, and  ordered  to  do  duty  on  the  frontiers  in  the  sum- 
mer. The  Frenoh,  in  the  meantime,  were  orcraTiizing  their 
Indian  allies,  in  readiness  to  take  the  held  the  following 
year. 

The  TowD  Adopts  While  the  battle  was  afar  the  people  of 
«  New  Ketiiod  Northampton  remained  inactive.  Ordinary 
precautions  were  undoubtedly  taken,  but 
no  systematic  defensive  measures  were  entered  upon  tUl  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1745.  The  system  of  fortifications 
adopted  in  former  years  was  no  longer  tenable  .  <  en  if  in 
existence.  A  new  method  better  adapted  to  existing  con- 
ditions of  warfare,  had  been  devised.  It  was  not  till  De- 
cembei"  that  the  matter  was  brought  before  tlic  towTi 
for  action,  though  it  must  liavo  formed  a  topic  for  general 
discussion  tliroiighout  tlie  year.  It  was  then  decided  by  a 
great  majority  that  something  should  be  done  to  fortify 
themselves  against  the  enemy,"  and  a  vote  was  passed  to 
make  **  mounts  and  fortifications.'^  The  whole  matter  was 
put  into  the  "  custody  **  of  a  committee  who  were  instructed 
to  report  on  "  Wednesday  next."  Accordingly  on  the  SSS*' 
of  December,  the  committee  offered  their  suggestions. 
They  concluded  "  that  for  the  present  'tis  not  best  to  do 
any  more  than  to  make  mounts  and  flankers  according  to 
the  Inclinations  of  those  that  are  to  be  defended  by  them," 
and  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  do  anything  "by  way  of 
publick  Tax  or  Expense."  They  also  proposed  that  the 
town  should  be  **  divided  into  proper  Squadrons  &  that 
Each  Squadron  fort  Such  Houses  and  in  Such  manner  as 
they  think  best  for  themselves."  Fifteen  squadrons  were 
proposed  by  the  committee,  and  the  limits  of  each  district 
defined.  This  action  of  the  town  seems  to  have  been  un- 
satisfactory, and  it  was  never  carried  out.  Probably  the 
most  unpopular  feature  of  the  proposition,  was  that  which 
had  reference  to  the  manner  of  paying  the  expense.  As 
these  squadrons  evidently  formed  the  groundwork  of  the 
plan  of  fortifications  adopted  the  next  year,  they  are  copied 
in  full:— 
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"  The  squadrons  the  c<anmittee  propose  shou]d  be  as  foUoweth,  viz  : 
l^liat  the  people  cm  the  South  Side  of  Mill  Elver  be  divided  into  3 
Squadrons."  This  occupied  the  entire  length  of  South  Street 

'*  And  the  People  Up  the  plain  he  divided  into  two  Squadrons,  taking 
in  Ensign  Gidprm  Lymans,"  This  One  included  the  upper  part  of 
Bridge  and  North  Streets. 

"  Another  Squadron  to  be  from  Dea.  Pomeroy's  &  John  Briggs  at  the 
Klast  End  of  the  Wid*  Abigail  Parsons  &  the  Wid«  of  Eben*  Alvord  at 
the  other  End. '  This  was  probably  the  lower  part  of  Bridge  and  the 
upper  part  of  Hawlpy  Streets. 

"  Another  to  be  from  Noah  Strong's  taking  all  that  Street."  This 
included  the  lower  portion  of  Hawley  Street. 

**  And  the  other  from  the  xneddow  Gate  up  to  Benjamin  Bartlet's." 
This  wa<i  the  lower  end  of  Pleasant  Street. 

**  Another  to  be  from  Jndd's  &  Heiider?oTi'8  on  both  Sides  of  the 
Stareet  to  Capt  Moses  Lyman's,  taking  in  Moses  Wright's  family  and 
Caleb  Strong*s.    This  covered  the  rest  of  Pleasant  Street  to  Main. 

"  Another  from  Bdward  Baker's  &  Saul  Alvord's  to  Elisha  Pomeroys 
^  tr'  .Teri jab  Strong's,  talking  in  Serg*  Waitstill  Strong  &  Serg'  Hunt's." 
This  included  Meeting  House  Hill,  Main  Street  and  South  Street  to  the 
liver. 

Another  Squadron  to  be  from  Israel  Busts,  to  Samuel  Marshalls  and 

to  Ens.  Josiah  Clark's  &  his  Brother  Increase  and  d*  wn  to  Maj'  Pom- 

eroy's."  In  this  was  pmbi*aced  the  western  half  of  Meeting  House 
Hill,  Main  to  West,  and  Elm  Streets  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 

&  another  from  the  Wid«  Sarah  Clarks  Lt.  Hunt's  Up  to  Eben' 
Clark,  Jr.  and  Moses  Clark's."  This  comprised  the  remainder  of  Elm 
Street. 

'*&  Another  from  John  Alvord's  down  to  the  Wid''  Millers  and  up  to 
Mark  Warners  on  both  Sides  of  the  way."  This  one  extended  along 
Prospect  Street  and  included  ' '  Black  Pole." 

'  *  Another  from  Hope  Boots  on  both  ^des  of  the  way  down  to  Sam- 
uel AUens  taking  in  Benj"  Sheldons  and  Eben'  Kentfield."  In  this 
■was  included  the  upper  portion  of  King  Street. 

"Another  Squadron  to  be  from  Serg^  Joseph  Allen's  to  Lt.  .Tohn  Mil- 
ler's taking  the  back  Street  from  John  Str(»)gs  &  Sam'  Clessous  down 
to  Ithamar  Clarks."  In  this  was  included  the  lower  section  of  King 
Street,  extending  to  Market. 

"  ,7osi ah  Parsons  hath  determined  to  be  by  himSelf  as  we  Are  In- 
formed." He  lived  on  Market  iStreet,  his  lot  extending  to  the  cemetery. 

Mounto  ot<i«red  to  lu  the  following  May  an  order  was  adopted 
be  Bout.  to  bnild  "  mounts  or  places  to  watch  and 

ward  in  di£ferent  parts  of  the  town.  They 
were  constructed  of  hewn  timber,  were  about  "8  foot 
Square,''  Sc  a  floor  to  Stand  Upon  about  Six  or  Seven  foot 
from  the  ground,  were  covered  overhead  with  boards  so  as 
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to  "  Secure  the  watch  and  Ward  from  Rain,"  and  to  bo 
"Speedily  Effected  at  the  Cost  and  Charge  of  the  town." 

"  The  Town  then  voted  to  make  Some  monnts  and  adjoining  to  the 
Houses  they  are  made  at  and  So  to  be  made  in  the  body  of  tbe  Town 
and  to  be  places  Ckmvenient  to  figbt  in ;  and  the  Hooees  where 
monnts  are  made  at,  to  be  places  of  Befoge  for  tlie  Women  &  Children 
to  Eeeort  to  in  Case  of  an  Alarm."* 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  determine  the  respective 

places  where  these  monnts  should  be  built,  and  what  houses 
should  be  fortified  in  the  several  squadrons  of  the  town. 
In  September  stil]  fui-ther  action  was  taken  and  "flankers 
and  fortihcations  were  ordered  to  be  made  with,  boards  or 
piquets."* 

Beroote  PUoea  This  work  was  entered  upon  at  once,  and 
Fortified.  before  winter  set  in  the  town  mnst  have 
presented  somewhat  the  appearance  of  a 
military  camp,  with  mounts  and  picketed  honses  in  every 
direction.  As  nearly  as  can  he  ascertained  at  least 
thirteen  of  these  structures  were  erected.  The  vote  in  May 
directed  that  monnts  slionld  be  bnilt  in  the  "  remote  parts 
of  the  town."  One  of  them  was  to  be  jjlaced  near  Eliakim 
Clark's  house,  on  the  south  ^^ide  of  Mill  River.  There  is  no 
record  of  any  fortification  at  Clark's  house,  and  this  one 
was  undoubtedly  const  ructed  at  the  house  of  Roger  Clapp, 
afterwards  known  as  the  Warham  Clapp  pn^perty.  The 
lot  is  nciw  owned  by  0.  Clark,  Esc}.  Another  wm  to  "be 
built  "  in  the  street  near  Moses  Clark's  house."  He  lived  on 
Elm  Street,  in  the  section  since  known  as  New  Boston.'' 
From  accounts  rendered  it  is  shown  to  have  been  built  "  at 
the  end  of  the  town  by  Mr.  Hunt's"  and  must  have  been 
near  the  homesteads  of  the  late  Luther  Bodman  and  8.  E. 
Bridgman,  then  owned  by  Joseph  Hunt.  A  third  was  to 
be  placed  ''in  the  street  near  Mm-k  Warner's  house/'  at 
**  Black  Pole/'  near  the  upper  end  of  Prospect  Street,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  "Poor  House,"  a  short  dis- 
tance west  of  that  building  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street.  Still  another  was  placed  "  in  the  Street  between 
Hope  Root  s  iiunse  and  El)en''  Miller's  house."    This  was 

1  The  pickets  were  to  b«  six  inches  in  diaaoeter,  nine  and  one  luUf  feet  long* 
diMp«iied  at  the  upper  rad,  aet  elchtMO  iaobM  In  the  ground,  and  Caataned  by  a  rib 
astending  aeroaa  about  midway,  pinned  to  aaoh  plekat. 
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on  King  Street,  a  short  distance  south  of  the  old  Catholic 
Ohurch.  The  above  list  comprises  all  that  were  built  in 
what  was  designated  as  the    remote  pai  tg  of  the  town/' 

Mounts  Erected  neat    Another  committee  was  chosen  at  the 
t)i«  Ovnt«v.  same  time  to  "  build  some  mounts  in  the 

body  of  the  town."  They  had  complete 
control  of  the  work»  both  as  regards  location  and  erection, 
but  seem  to  have  followed  in  regard  to  position,  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  first  committee,  and  placed  them  within  the 
limits  assigned  to  the  proposed  squadrons.    Under  their 
direction  mounts  were  established  at  the  following  places : 
at  Mr.  Stoddard's  house  on  Prospect  Street,  now  H.  R. 
Hinckley'!^  ;  two  near  Joseph  Bartlott's  lionsc.  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  residence  of  the  late  W'm.  R,  Clapp,  on  Pleasant 
Street ;  another  at  Capt.  Preserved  Clapp  s  on  Pleasant 
Street,  near  the  junction  of  River  Street  ;  one  at  Rev.  Jon- 
athan Edwards'  homestead  on  King  Street,  now  the  prop- 
erty of  Ghas.  E.  Stevens ;  another  at  the  house  of  Lieut. 
Parsons,  on  Bridge  Street,  near  the  homestead  of  John  W. 
Hubbard ;  one  at  Capt  Joseph  Wright's,  on  Bridge  Street, 
on  the  homestead  of  the  late  J.  S.  Lathrop.  Similar  struct- 
ures were  also  built  at  Ebenezer  Wright's,  on  Bridge  Street, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  house  of  the  late  James  Wright,  and 
&t  John  Miller's  on  King  Street,  not  far  from  the  house  of 
the  late  Geo.  L.  Loomis,  hut  for  some  reason  tlie  town  re- 
fused  to  pay  for  them,  probably  because  they  were  built 
without  the  sanction  of  the  committee.    To  build  the  for- 
tifications in  the  outer  districts,  committees  were  appointed 
consisting  of  persons  living  in  that  immediate  vicinity.  Xn 
the  body  of  the  town  the  work  was  done  by  the  general 
committee,  or  by  persons  appointed  by  them.   The  old  fort 
at  Pascommuck,  which  had  already  sustained  one  Indian 
att-ack,  was  put  in  complete  repair. 


Cost  of  uieM  Moonta.  These  forts  or  mounts,  fourteen  in  num- 

No  R  u  T,^  II  s  e  d  i  n  jj^y  twelve  of  which  were  paid  for  out  of 
the  town  treasury,  comprise  all  the  work 
accomplished  in  that  line  during  the  war.  They  cost  about 
£3f)0,  which  includes  charges  for  wood  consumed  by  the 
soldiers  who  kept  the  "court  of  guai'd,^'  and  the  pay  of  the 
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oommittee  men.   All  the  items  which  entered  into  the  ex- 

pense  of  constrnctiTi^  fhese  forts  are  ennmeratecl  in  the 
original  bills,  nnd  they  are  still  on  file,  but  ourifms'Iy 
enough,  mm  is  nowhert*  irieutioued.  When  a  nieeting- 
hoiTse,  a  school -house,  or  a  Ijridge  was  built,  rum  was  aix 
important  factor,  and  was  treated  as  an  ordinary  expense. 
But^  here  was  work  extending  through  the  summer,  and 
into  the  winter,  and  no  stimulant  seems  to  have  been  pro^ 
vided  by  the  town.  If  any  was  used  the  workmen  fur- 
nished it  themselves.  After  peace  was  declared  the  f orta 
were  demolished,  and  the  materials  sold  for  j663.  They 
were  the  last  defensive  structures  ever  built  or  needed  in 
the  town. 

OuualtlM  o(  tb«     During  the  year  J  745,  the  ludiaiis  commit- 
ted  no  depredation  within  this  county.  No 
attack  was  made  upon  any  town  in  it,  and 
no  citizen  of  Korthampton  was  killed  or  wounded  by  them. 
Indians  were  constantly  lurking  in  the  woods  along  the 
frontiers,  as  well  as  near  the  upper  settlements,  and  gave 
ample  employment  to  the  troops  stationed  at  the  block- 
houses. The  entire  list  of  casualties  for  the  year  was  con- 
fined within  the  limits  of  what  now  comprises  the  State  of 
"Vermont.    Their  first  appearance  was  at  Putney,  in  June, 
when  William  Phippa,  who  was  hoeing  corn,  was  cantiuv^d 
by  a  couple  of  them.    When  they  reached  the  woods 
Phipps  knocked  one  of  them  down  with  a  hoe,  and  seizing 
his  gun,  shot  the  other.    Coming  upon  three  more  of  the 
enemy  soon  after,  he  was  killed  and  scalped.  Within  a 
few  days,  Josiah  Fisher  was  killed  at  Keene.  On  October 
11^,  Kehemiah  How  was  taken  at  Great  Meadow,  where 
he  resided,  fourteen  miles  above  Fort  Dummer.  About 
three  miles  above  this  point,  David  Rugg  was  shot  and 
killed  while  in  a  canoe  with  Robert  Baker,  coming  down 
the  river,  but  Baker  escaped  to  the  banlc.    The  Indians 
with  How,  crossed  the  lake  to  Crown  Point.    He  saw  Am- 
rusus.  the  husband  of  Eunice  Williams.    The  French  lieu- 
teuaut  at  the  fort-  was  named  Ballock  ;  he  had  been  a  pris- 
oner at  Boston,  and  had  visited  Northampton  and  vicinity. 
How  reached  Quebec,  October  29^,  eighteen  days  after  his 
capture,  and  was  imprisoned  with  other  captives.  He  died 
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in  Canada  witliin  two  years.  A  vigorous  pursuit  of  this 
baud  of  marauders  by  soldiers  from  Fort  Bummer  and  vol- 
unteers  from  Deerfield  and  Northampton,  failed  of  success. 
Numerous  alarms  kept  the  soldiers  on  the  alert,  and  the 
campaign,  though  devoid  of  actual  fighting,  was  by  no 
means  a  holiday  excursion. 


Ir 


CHAPTER  X. 

KING  QEOBOB*S  FRENCH  AND  INDIAN  WAR. 

LoaisbavK  and  Its  most  'brillia.nt  feat  of  the  war 

vattrpm.  accomplished  during  its  second  year. 

Louisburg,  the  strongest  fortress  on  the 

continent,  was  captiirorl  after  a  siege  of  forty-seven  days, 
by  a  handful  of  raw  recruits,  witliout  discipline,  p<^nrly 
equip])ed,  and  commanded  by  a  merchant  of  Kitiery. 
Twenty-live  years  had  been  coii^umed.  and  thirty  luillion 
Livres  expended  by  the  French  government  in  strengthen- 
ing the  place,  after  the  system  of  Vauban.  The  city  occu- 
pied a  tongue  of  land  stiuiding  oat  between  the  iiarbor  and 
the  sea.  For  a  distance  of  twelve  hundred  yards  on  the 
landward  side,  across  the  neck,  extended  these  formidable 
fortiJBications.  The  rampart  of  earth,  thirty  feet  high, 
faced  with  solid  masonry,  was  sixty  feet  wide  and  from 
thirty  to  thirty-six  feet  deep.  Embrasure  were  provided 
for  on6  hundred  forty-eiglit  cannon,  but  only  a  part  of 
them  were  mounted  when  the  siege  commenced.  On  the 
shore,  about  a  mile  above  the  citv,  facing  th(^  entrance  to 
the  harbor,  was  the  Ployal  or  ''Grand  Battery,"  defended 
by  many  heavy  guns. 

iioY.  Shirley  B  Prop-  Eucouragod  by  reports  representing  the 
o^o^  garrison  as  small,  insufficiently  supplied 

with  food,  and  on  the  verge  of  mutiny, 
Gov.  Shirley  conceived  the  idea  that  this  stronghold  might 
be  surprised  and  captured  by  a  moderately  sized  army.  In 
January  he  laid  the  proposition  before  the  General  Court, 
with  a  request  that  the  matter  should  not  be  made  public. 
But  the  undertaking  was  deemed  altogether  too  formidable, 
and  could  not  be  entertained.    When  the  design  accident- 

1 1  i 
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ally  "became  known,  however,  it  met  with  sxich  great  favor 
among  the  people,  that  the  Governor,  sustained  "by  a  num- 
ber of  petitions  from  some  of  the  sea-coast  towns,  again 
"brought  the  subject  befortj  the  Legislature,  and  after  con- 
siderable debate,  the  expedition  wm  sanctioned  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one  vote. 

The  Expe  d  i  t  i  o  a     William  I^epperell,  of  Kitfceiy,  Me.,  a 
ovgMiiEed.  trader,  who  had  received  scarcely  any  mil- 

itary training  whatever,  was  chosen  com- 
mander-in-chief, with  Boger  Wolcott  of  Connecticut,  as 
aecoud  in  command.  An  attempt  was  made  to  interest  all 
the  colonies  in  the  enterprise,  but  with  scant  success.  New 
England  furnished  all  the  troops  ;  New  York  voted  jC3,000, 
and  Gov.  Clinton  sent  in  addition  a  quantity  of  provisions 
raised  by  private  subscription,  and  loaned  ten  eighteen- 
pound  guns  ;  New  Jersey  contributed  -t'?.000.  but  declined 
to  send  any  men  ;  and  Pennsylvania  voted  £4,000  to  pur- 
cliase  stores,  Massachusetts  provided  much  the  largest 
contingent,  sending  three  thousand  two  hundred  fifty  men, 
while  Connecticut  was?  represented  by  five  hundred  sixteen, 
and  New  Hampshire  by  three  hundred  four.  So  tardy  was 
Rhode  Island  that  her  soldiers  arrived  too  late  to  partici- 
pate in  the  siege. 

itProTed  Quite    Throughout  Massachusetts  this  expedition 
Popular.  was  SO  well  received,  that  more  men  en- 

listed than  were  required,  and  several  com- 
panies were  refused.  The  capture  of  Louisburg  has  been 
so  many  times  and  so  minutely  described,  that  there  is  little 
occasion  to  rf  cnll  its  incidents,  except  so  far  as  to  chronicle 
to  some  extent,  the  part  taken  in  it  1)y  citizens  of  North- 
ampton and  vicinity.  Fortunately  there  exists  for  this 
purpose  a  mine  of  valuable  information  in  the  Journal  and 
Letters  of  Gen.  Seth  Pomeioy  ;  the  former  will  be  given  in 
full,  and  the  latter  drawn  upon  to  elucidate  the  narrative. 

And  was  soon  Beady     Great  care  was  exercised  to  keep  the  ene- 
tosaiL  my  in  ignorance  of  the  projected  move- 

ment, and  in  the  official  correspondence 
of  the  time  it  is  only  vaguely  alluded  to  as  *'the  expedi- 
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tion.*^  Enlistments  were  speedily  effected,  and  the  army- 

was  gathered  and  em"barked  in  less  than  two  months.  Sev- 
eral companies  were  raised  in  Hani])sliire  County,  two  sail- 
intz"  with  the  first  fleet,  and  aiiotlier  ^tnng  later  vs'lien  re- 
infuT-cements  were  forwarded.  Tn  February.  Seth  Pomeroy 
of  I^sorthampton  (then  Major),  as  Col.  Stoddard  says,  was^ 
"beating  up  for  men  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county,"  and 
in  a  short  time  he  had  enlisted  a  company  of  fifty  men, 
though  Stoddard  says  that  he  was  "provoked  (when  we 
mustered)  to  see  how  few  appeai-ed  after  so  much  preten- 
sion to  list.'*  In  this  company  were  fifteen  men  from 
Korthampton,  nine  from  Hatfield,  six  from  Beerfield,  three 
from  Hadley,  two  from  Northfield,  and  twelve  whose  resi- 
dence cannot  now  be  determined.  To  make  up  the  num- 
ber named  above,  three  names  are  wanting ;  undoubtedly 
they  failed  to  pass  muster. 

Hampshtre Ooantj    The  4^*  Massachussetts  Regiment,  to  which 
OHLoen.  i]^^  Hampshire  Company  enlisted  in  this 

section  was  attached,  was  commanded  by 
Col.  Samuel  WiUard  ;  Seth  Pomeroy  held  the  oliice  of 
Slajor  as  well  as  that  of  Captain  of  the  3^  company; 
Thomas  Chandler  was  Lieut. -Colonel  and  Captain  of  the- 
2'  company,  den.  Joseph  Dwight  of  Brookfield  was  ap- 
pointed Brigadier-General  and  had  command  of  the  9*'' 
Regiment.  He  was  Colonel  of  a  train  of  artillery,  of  which 
Joseph  Hawley*  of  Northampton  was  Chaplain.  *  Another 
company  enlisted  from  the  frontier  garrisons  by  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Williams,  which  was  sent  to  reinforce  the  army,  but 
did  not  firrive  till  the  city  had  ^surrendered,  contained  the 
names  of  a  number  of  Northampton  men  on  its  muster- 
roll. 

Au  Aaii-CatboUo     Believed  by  the  people  to  be  mainly  anti- 
cnisade.  Catholic  in  its  design,  the  expedition  was 

regarded  as  imder  the  especial  protection  of 
Providence.  Hence  in  every  hamlet  and  town  prayers 
were  constantly  offered  in  its  behalf.  Northampton  waa 
not  behindhand  in  this  pious  fervor,  nor  were  her  soldiers 

1  Petty^s  WllUMii«lo«ii,p.M. 

i  Mr.  H»wtoy'»  coiitmlMlon  M  Chaiplfclii  Is  dated  Ifaroii «,  iTU. 
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left  in  ignorance  of  tlie  fact.  Mary  Pomeroy  in  a  letter  to 
lier  husband,  dated  May  'ZT'^y  says  : 

•' The  whole  town  is  inucli  moved  witli  concern  for  tlie  e^p<^di»^ion, 
how  Province  will  order  the  affair,  for  which  rellgioua  meetings 
every  week  in  town  are  maintained.*'  Under  date  dt  Jnne  11^,  Ebe^ 
nezer  Pomeroy,  father  of  Major  Seth,  writee : — **  I  would  inform  yon 

nr.\  your  soldiers  that  God  in  his  ProvideTict^  lias  stirred  up  a  remarka- 
ble spirit  of  prayer  in  this  city,  for  victory  in  this  >craud  expedition  and 
I  hear  also  throughont  the  land,  for  in  this  town  the  parents  and  aome 
other  relatives  of  those  gome  in  the  expedition,  have  oonetanUy  set 
apart  some  time  every  week  to  pray  to  God  for  snccess  in  this  grand 
afi&^ir  arid  vve  have  good  r«i»:)ii  to  believe  that  it  hath  not  been  in  vain  ; 
for  God  hath  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  smiled  upon  the  fleet  and 
army." 

Kajov  Pomer<i7'B    The  company  of  Major  Pomeroy  was 
Company.  Crowded  into  tlie  small  fishing  vessels,  nine- 

ty of  which  were  reqmred  to  transport  the 

troops.  On  the  24*'^  of  March,  the  fleet  set  sail  from  N'an- 
tasket  roads  and  soon  eucoiintercil  a  severe  storm,  with  the 
usual  coubeqiiuiices  to  landsmen.  But  though  they  weath- 
ered the  storm  in  safety,  the  fleet  wius  scattered.  After 
hufleting  the  waves  for  nearly  two  weeks,  narrowly  escap- 
ing shipwreck,  the  little  vessels  containing  the  Hampshire 
soldiers  entered  the  harbor  of  Oanseau,  about  fifty  miles 
from  Lonisburg,  where  they  found  a  nnmber  of  transports 
belonging  to  the  expedition^  at  anchor.  Here  in  a  few 
days  the  entire  fleet  was  concenti-ated,  and  here  it  was  com- 
pelled to  remain  till  the  last  of  April,  waiting  for  the  ice 
to  break  up  in  the  harbor  of  Lotdsburg. 

The  voyaKf -v.-    Concerning  the  voyage  of  Major  Pomeroy 
Hampshire  Com-  company,  the  commander  in  his 

first  home  letter,  dated  April  <V\  gives  the 
annexed  account,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  major, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  case  with  the  soldiers,  had  a 
very  sevefre  attack  of  scMisickneBs :  — 

"  Yesterday  arrived  safe  at  camp,  which  was  the  W^-  day  ^nce  w© 
embarked  and  18  of  the  days  sea  sick  in  the  highest  dagree,  34  hours 
often  without  one  monthfnl  of  meat.  *  *  *  All  strong  drink,  the 
smell  of  whiVh  was  more  than  I  ronld  bear,  w.^s  an  abomination  to  me, 
and  if  any  body  ever  died  with  eea  sickness  I  believe  X  should  if  it  had 
continned  a  little  while  longer.  We  are  now  in  a  good  harbour  and  i 
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feel  mnch  better.  How  long  yre  shall  stay  here  I  cannot  tell.  Oxir 
fleet  are  not  all  arrived  yet,  but  oounted  yesterday  ^  sail  of  vessels  at 
mobica  in  this  harboor." 

The  soldiers  did  not  whoiiy  escape  tho  malady  whieii 
prostrated  tlieir  superior  oificer,  but  lie  w&s  in  no  condition 
to  aid  or  sympathize  with  them  while  on  ship-board ;  how- 
eyer,  when  once  in  camp  and  restored  to  health,  he  looked 
to  their  wants. 

**My  company,"  he  writes,  "are  all  in  health  with  good  appetites 
and  onr  ProTisioiis  are  good  and  very  plenty  and  their  daily  allowance 

is  sufficient  for  each,  so  nobody  can  crtmplr;in."  Again  on  the  W^^,  he 
allnilssto  the  general  health  of  the  army.  He  says:  *'It  is  very  re- 
markable in  the  army  that  they  have  their  health  in  so  great  a  degree, 
oonaidering  the  great  difficulty  of  lodging  on  board  vessels  and  no  fires 
to  dry  their  wet  clothes.  In  my  company  not  a  man  ill  above  8  or  8 
days  at  a  time  except  sea  sickness." 

The  Fleet  sets?  Sail  On  tlio  of  April,  tlie  fleet  Sailed  from 
for  Louisburg.  Canseau  harbor  and  the  next  morning,  sun 
1  hour  high,"  came  in  sight  of  the  city  of 
Louisburg.  A  laiidi ug  was  iuiiiiediately  ell'ected  upou  the 
Island  of  Cape  Breton  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The 
grotmd  upon  which  they  were  compelled  to  camp  was  low 
and  marshy,  the  only  water  they  had  to  drink  was  discol- 
ored and  stagnant,  the  troops  were  without  tents,  living  in 
"turf  and  hough  houses,  officers  and  soldiers  together;'' 
their  prorisions  were  chiefly  "pork  and  hread  without 
sauce,  except  a  small  matter  of  beans  and  peas*"  Major 
Pomeroy  had  no  tent  till  the  7*^  of  June.  Sickness  soon 
broke  out,  many  of  the  men  suffered  from  dysentery  and 
fever. 

capture  of  tii«  Tlie  next  day  after  landing,  a  demonstra- 
''eramd Battoiy."'  tion  was  made  again.st  the  "Grand  Bat- 
tery/' situated  about  two  miles  up  the  har- 
bor, by  Col.  Yaughn  with  a  detachment  of  four  hundred 
men,  but  the  only  result  was  the  burning  of  several  ware- 
houses, filled  with  stores.  On  the  2*  of  May,  the  Battery 
was  captured,  the  French  having  deserted  it  in  a  panic, 
leaving  behind  them  only  a  quantity  of  spiked  cannon. 
Major  Pomeroy  with  a  squad  of  twenty  men,  smiths  like 
himself,  was  detailed  to  make  the  guns  serviceable  again. 
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In  a  letter  to  liis  wife  lie  ailudes  to  this  incident  in  the  fol- 
lowing modest  manner :  — 

'*  Gen.  Pepperell  gave  me  the  charge  anrl  oversight  of  above  t  wenty 
Smiths  in  ixNring  them  out.  Caxmon  baUs  and  iMnnbs  hundrecls  of 
them  were  fired  at  as  from  the  city  and  the  Island  fort,  great  nnmbers 
of  them  stmck  tte  Fort»  some  in  ^e  parade  among  the  people,  hnt 
none  of  them  hurt,  and  as  soon  as  we  could  get  the  cannon  clear  we 
gave  them  fire  tor  fire  and  bomharded  them  on  the  west  side." 

Letter  from  the  Be-   The  following  letter  from  Major  Pomeroy 
sieging  Army.       to  liis  wife,  never  before  piil)liRlieri,  sliows 
the  progress  of  the  siege  and  the  faith  of 
the  writer  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the  undertaking  :  — 

'*Cape  breton,  May  j*  17,  1745. 

"  My  Dear  Wife 

«  Every  opportunity  I  would  Improve  to  write.  Bat  now 

in  short :  Otir  army  for  a  -week  Past  have  Ben  Sickly  Btit  now  Some- 
thing Better  not  one  Died  with  Seckness.  T  h^sve  not  beu  Sick  But 
under  go  y*  bard  ships  of  a  Campaign  But  y  i  am  willing  for  with  an 
expectation  y*  we  Shall  Succeed  at  Last :  y*  Remarkable  JProvidences 
y*  has  Fast  before  my  Eys  in  favour  of  ns  gives  me  Reason  to  hope  for 
Farther  Success :  r*  Oitty  of  Louisburg  is  an  exceeding  Strong  well 
Fortified  Place  (y  -  grand  Battle  we  hare  got  i  &  have  closelv  shut  it  up 
&  Laid  close  Sige'd  to  it :  near  a  hundred  we  have  taken  of  y"  there 
fbesides*]  Cows  Sheep  goats  &  Some  hoasehold  staff  we  have  talcen : 
mi  [d  we]  have  had  above  a  thousand  Ounnon  bawls  &  hundreds  of  Cr 
[thrown]  abont  ns  yet  not  But  about  12  killed  By  ;  But  12  or  IS 
more  after  they  was  taken  Prisoners  ware  Barbarously  Put  to  Death. 
My  Soldiers  have  S(»ne  of  y"  ben  111  Bat  now  growing  Better ;  AH 
alive  no  Fatal  aoident  happened  to  any  of  y".  Vastly  more  DiiBcalt 
than  ever  we  thoat  of  y*  takeing  of  L<niisbarg  is ;  But  I  hope  we  shall 
have  y»  Citty  in  time  God  only  knows  when  ;  my  Duty  to  my  Fatln  t-  & 
Mother.  Love  to  Brothers  and  Sistsrs ;  Love  un  Speakable  to  my  Dear 
wife  &  Loving  &  Datifoll  children  &  hope  if  it  be  y«  will  of  God  to 
see  yoar  Pleasant  Faces  again.  Sbth  Pohbsot.'* 

John  Hooker     Concerning  the  Special  duties  which  fell  to 
Wounded.         tho  Company  of  which  Pomeroy  was  Cap- 
tain, no  mention  has  been  made.  Douht- 
less  they  assisted  in  rl ragging  the  cannon  on  sledges  across 

the  morass,  helped  to  mount  and  serve  the  gnus,  and  con- 
vey provisions  and  ammunition  from  the  fleet  to  the  camp. 
They  suffered  the  privations  and  dangers  of  that  arduous 

I   At  this  point  the  letter  is  torn,  aud  the  missing  words,  as  fsr  as  the  eeaae  s^emn 
to  IndloKte,  «r»  supplied  in  tovsekets. 


118 


BISTORT  OF  KOBTHAMPTOK. 


campaign,  but  fortunately  escaped  serions  results.   In  a 

letter  dated  June  10*^,  lie  thus  alludes  to  the  condition  of 
the  army  vi  general,  and  of  his  own  company  in  particular  : 
"  in  the  army  are  a  great  many  sick,  but  very  few  are  daiigfrotisly 
sick.  My  own  company  are  all  alive,  not  one  dangerously  sick,  nor  but 
one  wounded,  tbat  is  John  Hooker^  who  is  mnoh  bamt  1^  powdw,  bat 
is  in  a  liopeful  way  of  getting  well.  The  daangers  that  I  and  my  com- 
pany have  been  exposed  to  have  been  as  great  as  any  company  in  the 
aimj.  What  we  have  lost  in  the  Army  I  fear  is  near  200,  but  I  hope 
that  many  of  them  are  in  the  oily  that  were  talnn  at  the  flsUuid]  Bat- 
tery.  What  we  have  talcsn,  and  killed  of  the  Frenoh  flinoe  we  first 
came  to  camp.  I  think  by  the  be5?t  arconnt  I  have  had  is  abont  1000  per- 
sons." Five  days  later,  and  two  days  fore  the  snrrender,  Pomeroy 
writes; — "Myself  and  my  aoLdiers  are  ail  alive  and  well.  None  of 
ttiem  have  yet  been  wonnded,  though  more  exposed  than  any  part  of 
thearmy.'' 

capitatotion  of  tiM  On  the  15^*^  of  June,  preparations  were  made 

for  an  assault  upon  the  city  as  soon  as  the 
wind  would  permit  the  sc^uadron  to  sai!  into 
the  harbor,  but  on  tliat  day  a  flag  of  truce  was  received 
from  the  enemy  asking  terms  of  surrender,  and  the  city 
capitulated  on  the  17'  '.  Twenty-five  men  from  Col.  Wil- 
lard's  regiment,  under  Lieut.  David  King,  were  detailed  to 
serve  on  board  a  man-of-war  during  the  attack ;  only  one, 
however,  was  from  Major  Pomeroy's  company.  His  name 
was  Dar1)e  Crowly,  but  bis  residence  is  unknown.  Lieut. 
David  King  was  a  native  of  ISTortbampton,  but  had  removed 
to  Housatonuuck.  He  was  Lieutenant  under  Gapt.  Thomas 
Chai^ller,  in  the  9th  Massachusetts  Regiment,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Dwight. 

TheNorthAinptou  After  the  surrender  of  the  city,  the  iN'orth- 
lf«nB«tiiniHoine.   ampton  sohliers  remained  in  camp  most  of 
the  time,  Col.  Willard's  regiment  having 
been  ordered  to  guard  the  stores.   Major  Pomeroy  s  Jour- 
nal indicates  that  they  were  not  detailed  for  duty  within 

1  TTe  was  the  SOD  Of  Jolm  Hookw  of  Spiliigltold,  botn  In  1798,  In  1964,  h«  mlded 
ftt  F«U  Town  (B»lo«rdftOQ>,  and  to  October  of  that  y^^r  petitioned  the  legislature 
for  an  aUowanee.  He  says  that  be  waa  a  aoldier  at  Capo  Breton,  under  Capt.  Ebene- 
sser  Alexander,  and  was  badly  hurt  by  tbe  blovloig  np  of  a  barrel  of  powder,  wan 
takes  to  Bootom  a&d  put  under  tba  oan  of  ft  pbjsletan,  from  0«(ob«r  to  January  S7, 
1746-(K  and  than  returoed  to  bla  frlenda.  Ho  aaked  paj  for  his  tlmo,  and  St  wai 
granted  him.  Lie ut.  BbeiieK«r  Aloxaodeir  VM  from  Notthllold,  aad  succeeded  tfi^or 
Pomeroy  m  Captain  of  hi»  oompaay. 
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tUe  city  :  thougli  a))out  Um  days  before  they  left  for  home, 
they  went  iuto  Luuishuig  and  occupied  the  houses  of  the 
inliaTntauts.  Most  of  the  company  sailed  for  Boston  ou 
the  10**  and  ll***  of  July, 

lUnes*  of  M •lot    No  letters  of  Major  Pomeroy  from  the  lO*** 
PomMToy.  of  June  to  the  30*''  of  July  have  come  under 

notice.  On  the  y?"*  of  June,  he  was  taken 
violently  ill  with  fever,  and  did  not  leave  his  room  till  the 
6*^  of  July.  He  attributed  his  sickness  to  the  damp  and 
rainy  weather  which  kept  his  tent  and  every  thing  within 
it  constantly  wet.  The  day  before  his  seizure,  lie  went 
into  the  city  and  lodged  with  Chaplain  [Josepli  [  Hawley, 
and  here  he  remained  for  ten  days.  It  is  not  probable  that 
lie  was  able  to  attend  to  any  of  his  military  duties  after 
this  time.  In  about  a  week  he  sailed  for  Boston.  Sixteen 
days  elapsed  before  he  reached  that  city,  and  business  de- 
tained him  so  that  he  did  not  leave  Boston  tiU  the  6**^  of 
August.  In  two  days  he  reached  his  "  own  pleasant  home 
in  the  middle  of  Northampton,"  where  he  ar  i  f-d  at  five 
■o'clock,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8**,  having  been  absent 
four  months  and  twenty-four  days.  In  the  last  letter  to 
his  wife,  dated  Boston.  Jidv  ;-{0"',  he  writes  :  — 

"  I  was  this  day  informed,  that  yoit  have  heard  that  I  was  very  sick 
and  doubted  wlietlier  living.  Very  sick  1  have  been  the  reasou  why  I 
did  not  send  yon  word  was  that  yoa  ooTdd  do  me  no  good  and  do  yonr- 
«elf  much  Inirt  with  concern  for  me,  and  I  hoped  yon  wonld  not  hear 
of  it.  ^ly  dear  with  inl?  and  pen  T  shall  not  pretend  to  give  any  ac- 
count of  what  has  passed  bef  ore  my  eyes  in  a  variety  of  remarkable 
Providences  in  b^vour  our  great  design  that  we  have  been  apon,  and 
to  me  eapeeially,  for  the  time  wonld  fail  to  do  it,  but  hope  Gtod  willing, 
to  be  at  Northampton,  in  the  happy  enjoyment  of  my  dear  wife  to  love 
■and  speak  forth  the  praises  <A  Qod  together  in  a  short  time." 

SoMiewttomKorth-     Pomcroy  says  repcatodly  that  his  com- 
«™P*«»-  pany  was  more  exposed  than  any  others 

in  the  army,  yet  none  of  theDi  were  killed, 
wonnded  ur  died.  They  returned  to  their  liomesj  wearied 
and  worn  with  the  hardships  of  the  campaign,  but  buoy- 
ant and  rejoicing  in  the  glorious  victory  they  had  helped  to 
win.  In  this  expedition,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  there 
«eems  to  have  been  engaged  not  less  than  thirty-eight  men 
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from  Nuriliauiptoii,  but  it  is  impossible  to  ideutify  thorn 
aJl,  The  iiamea  o£  tliose  who  enlisted  in  Major  I'omeroy's 
company  will  be  found  in  the  muster-roll  as  given  in  his 
Joamal.  Of  the  nineteen  men  from  this  town,  whom  Pom* 
eroy  says  came  with  the  reinforcements  in  Col.  Williams*^ 
Regiment,  only  six  are  positively  knora»  viz. :  —  William 
Clark,  Nathaniel  Wriglit,  Klkanab  Bart,  Stephen  Clark, 
Simeon  Pomeroy,  and  Timothy  Baker.  Seven  others,  Jo- 
siah  Wright,  Joseph  Cook,  Elias  Lyman,  Danipl  Warner, 
Benjarain  Parsons,  Medad  Lyman,  and  Benjamin  Sheldon, 
whose  names  are  given  in  Col.  Wiiiiams'  master-roll,  were 
probal)ly  from  this  town.  Major  Poraeroy  also  mentious  a 
Captain  from  Nortlianipton  in  a  Worcester  County  Hegi- 
ment  as  among  the  reinforcements,  but  his  name  is  un- 
known.' While  no  one  from  Northampton  was  killed  or 
wounded,  two  of  Pomeroy*s  company  died  in  the  service- 
Stephen  Clark  and  Timothy  Baker.  Stephen,  son  of  John 
dark  (second  of  the  name),  was  in  the  fourth  generation 
from  William,  the  first  settler,  and  was  but  eighteen  years 
of  age.  Timothy  Baker  was  the  son  of  John  Baker,  and 
about  twenty-five  years  old.  In  1747,  Elisha  Strong  peti- 
tioned the  General  Court  for  **fnrt.her  allowance  by  reason 
of  his  Services  and  sufferings  at  the  siege  of  Louisburg."  * 

1  John  Baker  is  oaraed  as  Captala,  in  the  reintorcemeDtB  nndei*  CoL  Williams  and 
lie  maj  httrebeen  tbe  nan. 

2  The  wagfes  of  the  troops  engaged  in  this  expedition  wer« :  Major  £8.10  per 
month ;  First  Lieut.  6Qs. ;  Second  Lieut.  4Us. ;  First  Sergt.  and  Cl«rk  SSi. ;  otiMr  S«c^ 
geaate  and  Cozporala  SBa. ;  Pilrates  Moelved  tta.  tor  tonr  iraeki,  or  6a.  8d.  per  week. 
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SBTH  POMEROY'S  JOUKNAL. 

Northampton,  March,  14,  1744-5. 
On  Thursday  set  out  from  Northampton  upon  my  jonr- 

ney  to  Boston  upon  the  desisrned  expedition  against  Cape 
Breton.  Came  to  Boston  Sjitnrday,  one  of  tlio  dock,  tar- 
ried there  till  next  Aveek.  Oti  S;i.tuT'day  after  at  .sunset 
sailed  down  to  King's  Road  and  came  to  an  anchor  till 
Sabbath  day  at  tliree  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
sailed  off  with  about  sixty  sail  of  vessels,  and  the  same 
night  sun  about  on  hour  high.  Taken  very  sick  all  that 
night,  next  day  all  day  and  the  night  following,  and  Tties- 
day  all  day,  and  at  night  came  to  anchor  at  the  month  of 
Sheep's  Out  river.  Wednesday  morning  eat  abont  one 
quarter  of  a  biscuit  with  butter  and  something  revived* 
and  about  noon  went  on  shore,  roasted  meat  and  drank 
good  running  water,  felt  much  revived.  This  was  the  27"* 
day.  Tt  was  a  cloudy  day  dark  and  misty,  the  night  fol- 
lowing very  rainy  with  cold  north  wind  till  about  noon  and 
then  cleared  np  with  a  cold  northwest  wind  wliich  wa.s  the 
28*"  day  of  March.  We  tarried  there  all  that  day  in  the 
month  of  Sheep's  Gut  River  at  an  anchor.  Friday  morn- 
ing set  sail  which  was  the  29'^  day,  about  ten  of  the  clock, 
with  a  fair  wind  till  the  next  day  about  noon  and  then 
came  up  a  terrible  north  east  storm,  all  that  day  and  nighty 
till  about  break  of  day,  a  Sabbath  day  morning  and  then  a 
calm  all  that  day,  which  was  the  31'^  we  lay  rolling  in  the 
seas,  with  our  sails  furled,  with  prodigious  waves.  Mon- 
day  another  terrible  storm  which  was  the  1'*  day  of  April. 
This  day's  storm  scattered  our  fleet.  The  storm  towards 
night  abated  and  then  we  were  left  alone,  bnt  abont  eight 
of  the  clock  of  the  night  we  set  sail  and  in  the  morning, 
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the  2^  of  April  we  liad  &  fair  wind,  all  this  time  from  Fri- 
day till  this  day  which  was  Tuesday,  nothing  to  eat  or 
drink  that  I  had  nny  appotitc  to.  All  that  I  took  to  eat  or 
drink  I  vomited  up  again,  sick  day  and  night,  so  bad  that 
I  havp  not  words  to  set  it  forth,  nor  can  T  any  body  an 
idea  ol'  it,  that  liatli  not  felt  the  same  or  something  like  it, 
and  so  shall  say  no  more  here. 

Tuesday  night  about  sunset,  passed  by  Cape  Sable,  the 
2"*^  day  of  April.  The  next  d^y  and  night  following  sailed 
with  a  good  gale  of  wind  till  Friday  about  4  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoon  and  then  came  to  Canso  Harbour.  There 
were  then  at  anchor  68  sail  of  vessels  and  several  more 
that  were  not  yet  in.  Saturday  which  was  the  of  April, 
which  was  a  very  rainy  day  and  dark.  The  next  da^'  was 
ihf'  Sa}>})ath  and  Mr.  Moody  in  the  afternoon  preached  a 
sermon  upon  Can.so  Island  from  P«alm  110,  ver.  3.  "Thy 
people  shall  be  willing  in  tlio  day  of  thy  power,"  to  a  very 
great  company  of  people.  Doct.  was  that  Christ  the  great 
Captain  of  our  Salvation,  sends  forth  his  servants  to  enlist 
volunteers  in  his  service.  Monday  at  evening,  which  was 
the  8^  of  April,  came  in  seven  more,  Thursday  came  in 
nine  more. 

I  emharked  at  Boston  on  board  the  Hannah  and  Mary, 
Capt.  David  Carmida,  commander,  tarried  with  him  till 
Friday,  the  12^^  April,  and  then  i5hipped  on  board  Capt. 
Joseph  Smith's  schooner  Bally,  in  Canso  Harbonr.  Tliat 
day  in  the  aftei-noon  was  a  Btorm  of  snuw  and  wind  cold 
and  severe  as  almost  any  in  winter,  lasted  till  about  mid- 
night. Saturday  were  tliunder  storms,  rain  and  very  dark, 
and  the  night  following  Sabbath  day  morning,  was  the  li***, 
very  dark  and  foggy,  some  rain  and  in  the  evening  follow- 
ing cleared  up  with  a  fair  N.  N.  W.  wind.  That  day  we 
came  into  Canso  Harbour,  was  brought  in,  taken  by  Capt. 
Flelclier,  a  French  sloop,  loaded  with  rum,  wine  brandy 
and  indigo,  without  the  loss  of  a  man ;  about  the  same 
time  was  taken  by  Capt.  Dunahne,  and  brought  into  Canso, 
three  Indians  of  the  Cape  Sables,  and  a  Sal)balli  day,  the 
14**'  of  April,  brought  in  eight  more.  Monday  morning, 
fair  weather  and  orders  given  out  to  sail,  but  wind  not 
suiting,  did  not  sail  that  day,  Tuesday  was  a  fair  pleasant 
morning,  but  the  wind  contrary,  but  soon  overcast  with 
clouds  and  fog  that  day  and  night  following. 
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Wednesday  the  forenoon  fair,  in  the  afternoon  rain, 
brotight  in  a  hvi^  taken  off  Carborotigh  bay  by  Capt.  Snel- 
ling,  loaded  with  rum,  molasses,  coffee  and  cboeolate.  who 
had  a  few  (hays  before  taken  a  lishiT!'^  schooner  belonging 
to  Cape  Ann  (April  the  l?***)  the  men  oil  board  the  brig 
■who  belonged  to  the  schooner  informed  iis  that  the  ice  at 
Cape  Breton  was  so  driven  up  that  a  vessel  could  not  get 
into  the  hai'bour,  so  we  were  obliged  to  stay  in  Canso  till 
that  was  removed. 

April,  the  18^  1745.  Thursday :  This  day  was  a  rainy 
day,  and  about  3  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  great 
guns  began  to  fire  off  Canso  Harbour,  3  or  4  leagues  (many 
of  the  vessels  were  discovered  by  the  people  here  from  the 
tops  of  .the  masts  and  the  high  hill  at  Canso)  continued 
without  much  intermission  till  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  even- 
ing. About  six  of  the  clock  Capt.  Bunahue  and  Capt.  Swan 
brought  in  a  fine  brig  that  they  bad  taken  that  afternoon. 
Before  this  prize  came  in  Ronse  Sainders  and  the  Piscata- 
qua  Sloop,  well  manned  went  out  in  pursuit ;  the  cannon  a 
jfiring  all  this  wiiile.  Dnnahu©  and  Swan  manned  off  before 
it  was  (hirk  ami  out  again. 

Friday,  the  i'J^  '.  The  cannon  fired  at  a  great  rate  till 
about  two  of  the  clock.  Capt.  Beckett  went  out  for  a  dis- 
covery  but  found  nothing  but  a  body  of  ice.  Saturday,  the 
20^^.  This  was  a  fair  and  pleasant  day,  and  the  companies 
on  shore  began  to  exercise.  Sanders  returned  from  chase 
after  ship  and  although  she  was  chased  by  Snelling,  Ting, 
Bowse  Smithers,  which  were  16, 18  and  20  guns  and  several 
more  smaller  ones  and  some  hundreds  of  cannon  fired  at 
her,  yet  she  got  away  from  them  all.  The  chase  continued 
upwards  of  30  hours.  She  was  about  a  30  gun  ship  and  a 
smart,  ship. 

Sabbath  day,  21*''  was  a  very  rainy  day.  Capt.  i^'urnal  the 
"Piscataque  sloop  had  returned  from  her  chase  after  the 
s£ii]>,  turned  and  went  to  the  haj-l)on7*  at  L<.>uisburg,  and 
found  it  full  of  ice.  At  his  return  to  Canso  met  with  a 
schooner  that  the  French  a  few  days  before  had  taken  and 
he  retook  her  and  brought  her  in.  This  was  the  sixth  ves- 
sel that  had  been  taken  and  brought  into  this  harbour  since 
we  came  into  it.  This  day  four  of  Col.  Willards  men  being 
on  shore  getting  wood  one  of  the  men  was  shot  at  by  a 
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Frenchman  and  it  grazed  one  finder  and  vrenf  through  his 
coat  sleeve.  The  four  men  being  unarmed  and  on  shore 
getting  wood  were  surprised  by  two  Frenclinien  and  one 
Indian  appearing  in  arms.  The  four  Ejiglislmien  yielded 
tliemselvos  np  prisoners  and  went  off,  as  they  were  with 
their  enemies  and  traveled  as  they  judged  about  ten  miles  ; 
as  they  traveled  they  agreed  when  an  opportunity  pre- 
sented to  fall  upon  them  and  the  word  was  given,  and  three 
of  the  English  fell  upon  them,  each  of  them  a  man  and  the 
other  to  their  guns,  and  made  themselves  masters  of  them, 
and  hrought  them  hack  again.  A  little  hefore  they  came 
to  the  place  where  they  were  taken,  the  Indian  turned 
ahout  and  ran  away,  one  of  the  Englishmen  shot  after  him 
and  it  is  thought  he  is  <lead,  for  the  canoe  they  came  in  and 
a  bottle  of  rum  in  it,  our  people  found  the  next  day,  but 
the  Indian  had  not  been  tliero. 

Monday,  ^S""  wa«  a  fair  day,  cold  and  windy.  This  day 
came  in  a  40  gun  ship.  Capt.  Duval,  commander,  who 
brongiit  news  of  Capt.  Warren  and  three  other  men  of 
war,  and  one  of  our  transports  that  was  given  up  for  lost 
came  in,  well. 

Tuesday,  April  23.  This  day  was  taken  a  small  sloop  at 
St.  Peters,  and  four  or  five  houses  burnt,  one  Frenchman 
killed,  three  Engfishmen  wounded.  Came  into  the  mouth 
of  Canso  Harbour,  Commodore  Warren  with  a  60  gun 
ship,  one  60  guns  and  2  40  guns.   This  was  a  fair  day. 

Wednesday,  the  24*^.  This  was  a  fair  day,  nine  sail  of 
vessels  from  Connecticut  with  their  forces  came  in,  in  high 
spirits  and  good  health. 

Thursday,  the  95*^.  This  was  a  very  windy  day,  wind 
at  Sontli  and  hliu wers.  T  visited  the  Connecticut  gentle- 
men and  dined  with  Governor  Wilcot.  The  wind  in  the 
night  at  W.  S.  W. 

Friday,  the  26*.  This  morning  cloudy,  very  strong  wind 
at  W.  S.  W.  the  wind  ceased  and  it  was  a  very  rainy  day 
and  night.  Following  that  day  we  had  news  that  Commo- 
dore  Warren  had  taken  three  vessels  which  came  out  of 
Saint  Peters. 

Saturday,  the  27**.  This  was  foggy,  some  clouds  and 
dark,  but  before  noon  it  cleared  up,  wiud  at  8.  8.  £.  We 
are  informed  that  the  harbour  at  Louisburg  is  clear  of  ice. 
We  wait  only  a  fair  wind  to  sail. 
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Sabbath  day,  the  28*",  was  a  foggy  day,  no  rain,  warm 
weather  for  Canso.  Preaching  upon  the  burying  Island  in 
the  forenoon  by  Mr.  Crocker  and  in  the  afternoon  by  Mr. 

Kewman.  At  sunset  orders  were  given  to  sail,  but  the 
wind  died  away  and  we  were  obliged  to  stay  for  a  fair 

wind. 

Monday,  tlie  '^9'\  Al)ont  7  of  the  clock  we  sailed  ont  of 
Can  so  Harbour  for  Cape  Breton  with  a  fair  wind ;  the  wind 
ceaiied  so  we  laid  to  at  niglit. 

Tuesday,  the  oO*'*.  This  was  a  fair  pleasant  morning. 
Came  in  fair  sight,  sun  1  hour  high,  of  Louisburgh.  There 
appeared  a  great  number  of  French  marching  up  the  sea 
side  towards  Cabaraugh  Bay  to  prevent  our  people  landing 
but  as  quick  as  possible  our  boats  were  on  shore.  Some 
few  of  the  English  ran  to  meet  the  French  and  came  in 
sliot  of  them,  there  was  a  short  but  sharp  engagement. 
Two  of  the  French  were  killed  on  the  spot,  one  taken  and 
more  wounded  and  the  English  had  not  one  killed,  one  or 
two  slightly  wounded.  The  French  got  off  as  fast  as  thev 
could,  the  English  following  them.  But  the  wood.s  being 
very  thick,  tliey  soon  got  out  of  sigh^.  luit  there  was  soon 
a  groat  number  of  the  English  gathered  together,  and  they 
followed  them  up  in  the  woods,  and  got  round  them  so  that 
they  were  not  able  many  of  them  to  get  into  the  town.  In 
the  afternoon  three  more  of  them  were  taken  and  at  night 
two  more  were  killed  near  the  town.  We  landed  safe 
although  we  were  in  great  danger.  Encamped  that  night 
on  Cape  Breton. 

Wednesday,  May  1**.  Several  more  French  were  taken, 
the  French  burned  many  of  their  own  houses  and  sank 
their  vessels  many  of  them.  In  the  North  East  Harbour 
our  people  burnt  many  of  their  houses,  took  two  French- 
men. The  French  at  the  Royal  Battre  were  frightened 
away.  Our  peo])le  got  possession  of  the  Royal  Battre,  but 
the  touchhoies  of  their  cannon  were  stopped  up  before  they 
went  off. 

Thursday,  the  'i^*^.  Several  of  tlie  i'rencii  horso8,  cows, 
calves,  goats,  such  of  them  as  would  do  for  meat  were 
killed,  and  some  of  their  men  and  two  women  taken.  The 
touch  hole  of  one  of  their  guns  at  Royal  Battre  was  drilled 
out  and  fired  at  the  town,  above  100  guns  from  the  town 
fired  at  the  Boyal  Battre,  and  many  bombs.  No  man  hurt. 
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Friday,  the  d'^.  This  day  three  of  our  guns  at  the  Boyal 
Battre  fit  for  firing,  and  fired  twenty  shots  with  42  pound- 
ers. Received  many  from  them  shot  and  bombs,  but  no- 
body hurt. 

Saturday,  the  4^^.  Fired  d4  o£  our  guns  from  the  Boyal 
Battre,  upon  the  town,  and  a  IJ?  meh  bomb,  placed  at  a 
part  of  the  town  about  f  of  a  mile,  11  red  4  directly  into  the 
town.    Several  more  taken  of  tlie  French. 

Saljbatli  day,  tlie  5"'  of  May.  This  day  1  was  ordered 
and  had  a  commission  from  the  General  to  oversee  twenty 
odd  smiths  in  clearing  the  cannon  touch  holes  that  the 
French  had  stopped  up.  This  day  a  42  pounder  of  the 
Royal  Battre  was  split.  Capt.  Roads  much  burnt,  but  has 
since  recovered.  There  I  staid  till  Thursday,  liundreds  of 
cannon  and  a  great  number  of  bombs  fired  baUs  through 
the  fort  and  in  the  walls,  but  nobody  much  hurt.  We  fired 
many  hundreds  of  guns  at  them.  In  this  time  many  priR- 
oTiers  taken,  some  killed,  several  attacks  were  designed 
against  the  island  battre  prove  unsuccessful. 

Thursday,  the  i)^^.  This  day  were  three  men  wounded  and 
one  both  of  his  legs  shot  off,  who  died  in  a  short  time. 

Friday,  the  10*^.  Twenty  odd  men  who  were  up  in  the 
woods  were  shot  upon  by  a  greater  number  of  French  and 
Indians ;  killed  four  of  the  men,  3  or  4  got  away — 13  of 
our  men  gave  themselves  up  prisoners—but  the  merciless, 
barbarous  creatures  tormented  them  to  death  after  they 
had  given  them  quarters. 

Saturday .  the  1 1 ' .  I  v i  sited  Rector  Williams  at  his  camp 
and  Col.  Burr  and  dined  with  them. 

Sabbath  day.  the  r^^''.  This  day  in  the  afternoon  heard 
Rector  WilliamB  preach  irom.  these  words: — *'Ho  every 
one  that  thirsteth  come  and  take  of  the  waters  of  life 
freely." 

Monday,  the  13^.  This  day  there  was  a  man  killed  at 
the  Battre  from  a  shot  from  the  town  and  one  wounded  at 
the  Greenhill,  by  one  of  our  guns  breaking  ;  the  man's  leg 
broke  all  to  pieces.   The  Doctor  cut  it  off  at  the  knee. 

Tuesday,  the  14*".  This  was  a  rainy  day  and  it  hailed  for 
the  first  time  we  came  upon  this  land.  At  night  it  cleared 
up.    We  laid  still  all  that  day. 

Wednesday,  the  13^''.   A  fair  day,    2  fascion  battries 
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preparing  at  the  west  and  soTith  west  part  of  the  city  in 
order  to  heat  down  the  wbIIf:  and  i^ates.  The  cannon  were 
drawing  from  the  Grand  Battre  to  place  in  them ;  some 
already  placed  in  the  south  west  part  to  play  well  npon  the 
town,  also  a  largo  mortar  with  some  cow  lioriis.  Some 
hundreds  of  cannon  fired  from  the  town  in  order  U>  pre\  ent 
our  peo})Ie  proceeding  in  their  work,  Init  no  man  was  hurt. 

I  would  niahe  I'eniarks  upon  oni'  campaign.  The  people 
many  of  them  are  ill,  the  reasons  I  think  are  plain  :  i** 
the  ground  here  is  cold  and  wet,  the  water  much  of  it  is  in 
low  marshy  ground  of  a  reddish  color  and  stagnated.  The 
people  have  no  beds  to  lay  on,  nor  tents  to  keep  off  the  fogs 
and  dew. 

2ndi7  provisions  are  chiefly  pork  and  bread  without 
sauce,  except  a  small  matter  of  beans  and  peas,  which  sets 
the  people  into  fluxes,  and  many  of  the  people  are  un- 
acquainted with  lying  in  the  woods  and  keep  no  fires,  get 

great  cold.  The  places  are  not  convenient  for  sick  people, 
and  very  uncomfortable  for  them  to  he  taken  to,  so  that 
their  ilhiess  must  of  necessity  increase  upon  them  ;  so  I 
leai'ii  hy  thiti  campaign  how  to  do  better  in  another  if 
it  should  ever  he  in  my  time. 

Thursday,  the  16**^.  One  man  killed  by  a  bomb  (Lhis  was 
a  fair  day)  belonging  to  PiscatacLue  at  Portsmouth  in  New 
Hampshire. 

BViday,  the  17*'.  A  fair  day.  A  number  of  French  from 
town,  near  the  Light  House  engaged  a  company  of  our 
men  who  were  upon  that  land  about  40  of  ours  beat  off 
about  100  of  them.  One  French  man  was  wounded  and 
taken,  and  how  many  killed  we  do  not  know.  One  of  our 
men  was  wounded  at  night.  We  drew  two  large  cannon 
from  the  Grand  Battre  and  two  more  that  were  partly 
drawn  before  and  their  carriages,  and  placed  them  within 
40  or  50  rods  of  the  town.  A  gun  split  at  the  Grand 
Battre  and  wounded  2  men  ;  the  third  that  has  split  there. 

Saturday,  the  IS'^'.  This  was  a  fair  day  in  the  morning. 
The  French  engaged  our  people  with  small  arms  from  the 
walls,  and  our  |>eople  attacked  them,  many  hundreds  ot 
guns  were  hred  to  and  from  one  and  another.  Several  of 
them  we  killed  without  doubt.  Two  of  ours  were  killed 
by  noon,  two  or  three  more  in  the  afternoon.  Gapt.  Parce 
was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball. 
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Sabbath  day,  19*^.  Cloudy  this  day,  wind  N.  E.  Early 
in  tbo  morning  the  gans,  cannon  and  small  arms  began  to 
fire.    One  of  our  gunners  was  killed.    Many  hundred, 

small  and  great  were  fired.  About  two  of  the  dock,  thoy 
began  an  enc^af^emeiit  l)y  sea,  with  our  ships  of  war. 
Broad  sides  were  fired  both  sides.  What  the  issue  is  we  do 
not  yet  know,  ao  leave  it.  This  day  a  sorrowful  accident 
happened.  A  barrel  of  powder  caught  lire,  killed  two  and 
burnt  three  more  very  much ;  another  accident  happened, 
a  great  gun  split  and  killed  two  men  and  wounded  several 
more. 

Monday,  May  ^SO*^,  1745.  This  is  my  birthday  and  I  have 
arrived  to  the  full  age  of  Thirty  nine  years  and  have  seen 
and  been  the  subject  of  many  remarkable  deliverances. 
But  since  I  have  been  engaged  in  this  expedition,  daily 

something  remarkable  and  some  days  extraordinary,  prov- 
idoiices  iu  favor  of  the  army  or  ray  own  preservation.  A 
record  of  wliich  T  h<.)pe  and  (iosire  never  to  forget,  but  to 
keep  a  record  of  it  upon  my  mind  and  to  give  the  Pre- 
server of  men  wlio  orders  all  things  by  a  wise  providence 
the  praise  of  it.  Saturday  last  Oapt.  Flacher's  men  being 
on  shore  at  Caborough  bay  to  get  water,  all  up  in  a  heap, 
were  shot  upon  by  a  number  of  Indians  7  killed  and  three 
more  taken.   One  man  died  Monday  by  sickneas. 

Tuesday,  '^1'*.  Something  foggy  with  a  south  wind.  One 
man  died  by  sickness,  3  days  together  foggy  and  dark, 
1  died  by  sickness  this  day. 

"Wednesday,  2s>''.  This  is  a  fair  day  and  pleasant.  Last 
sabbath  day  night  Commodore  Warren  after  a  sharp  en- 
gagement with  a  70  gun  ship  from  France,  the  Mermaid  a 
40  gunship  with  him,  for  two  hours,  yard  arm  and  yard 
arm,  took  her  with  only  the  loss  of  4  men,  but  the  French 
lost  30  and  many  more  wounded.  The  ship  this  day  was 
brought  in  and  lay  in  fair  sight 'of  the  town,  for  the  French 
to  look  up.  She  is  a  vast  rich  prize. 

Thursday,  the  23''.  This  is  a  fair  day,  pleasant  morning : 
many  attempts  we  have  had  for  taking  the  Island  Battre, 
which  all  prove  abortive.  This  night  Col.  "NToble  was  the 
overseer  of  the  attack.  The  soldiers  sailed  all  around  the 
Island,  but  no  Col.  Noble  to  be  found.  For  want  of  an 
ofiicer  the  soldiers  returned.   Capt.  Hale  at  the  Grand 
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Battre  last  week  was  wounded  by  the  splitting  of  a  cannon, 
and  died  this  week.  This  day  one  of  Commodore  War- 
ten's  men  that  was  woundod  some  time  past,  died 

Friday,  Cloudy  the  forenoon  hut  the  afternoon  fair 

with  N,  E.  wind.    Died  Major  Kiiten  of  Colchester. 

Saturday  the  ^S**".  By  a  scout  of  men  up  iu  the  woods, 
they  discovered  six  Frenchmen  and  killed  one  of  them  and 
took  3  more.  It  was  a  very  dry  time  with,  a  N.  W.  wind. 
The  woods  burnt  furiously  and  the  fire  came  near  our 
camp.  With  much  labor  it  was  stopped  so  that  there  was 
not  that  I  know  of  any  damage  done  by  it  to  any  of  our 
camps. 

'^n^  hath  day,  May  the  a6*^  1745.  This  was  a  fair  day. 
A  Company  of  Tolunteers  enlisted  for  another  attack  on 
the  Island  Battre,  although  there  had  heen  1  or  5  attempts 
for  it  before,  and  all  proved  unsuccessful,  aiid  Providence 
seemed  not  to  favor  it ;  yet  some  people  were  engaged  to 
try  once  more  and  this  niglit  put  it  in  practice.  But  now 
Providence  seemed  to  frown  remarkably  on  the  affair. 
Our  people  were  discovered  by  those  at  the  Island  Battre 
before  they  got  on  shore,  and  the  French  being  prepared 
with  their  cannon  pointed  down  to  strike  the  boats  just  be- 
fore they  came  on  shore,  loaded  with  chain  and  partridge 
shot,  and  a  great  number  of  men  wilh  small  arms,  as  soon 
as  our  people  came  in  sight,  with  aU  the  fury  and  resolu* 
tion  possible  they  fired  upon  them,  and  cut  off  whole  boat 
loads  of  them,  but  in  spite  of  all  their  fire  4  or  5  boat  loads 
got  on  the  Island  and  engaged  them  for  near  an  hour,  by 
firing  great  nundiers  of  small  arms  upon  tliem.  Not  more 
tluin  3  or  4  rods  apart  and  by  the  light  of  their  fire  saw 
well  to  shoot  and  doubtless  killed  many  of  tliem.  Other 
boatSj  great  numbers  of  them  behind,  not  having  a  pilot 
were  not  able  to  get  on  shore,  and  trying  for  a  long  time 
and  in  the  very  heat  of  the  fire,  they  found  they  were  not 
able  to  land,  returned,  those  of  them  that  were  able  re- 
turned as  fast  as  they  could  to  land  again.  Those  that 
had  got  on  the  Island  as  many  of  them  as  could  get  boats, 
made  the  best  of  their  way  off,  but  many  left  behind,  that 
there  were  no  boats  for,  so  were  obliged  to  fall  into  the 
hand  of  their  enemies.   Many  were  taken,  many  killed 
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and  drowned  and  wounded.  The  number  yet  I  do  not 
know.    Tl  is  since  thought  150  in  all. 

Monday,  the  27^.  This  was  a  dark  and  cloudy  day  with 
some  raiu.  About  ten  captives  brought  in  that  were  taken 
up  in  the  woods  north  of  the  Grand  Battre.  A  scout  of 
our  regiment  went  out  Sunday  last  to  see  what  discoyery 
they  could  make,  with  a  design  to  return  the  next  day,  but 
came  not  till  Thursday.  A  man  was  woimded  at  the  west 
gate  with  a  small  arm  and  at  night  one  with  a  bomb. 

Tuesday,  28*"*.  Col.  Noble  being  out  with  a  company  of 
about  400  men  met  with  a  number  of  French,  engaged 
them,  killed  a  number  of  them  not  certain  hut  it  is  thought 
many,  and  took  one.  Lost  of  ours  six.  wonnrled  The 
one  that  was  taken  came  out  of  the  town  about  a  fortnight 
past  and  gi^' es  account  that  provisions  a.re  very  scarce,  meat 
nor  bread  have  they  little  or  anything  to  eat. 

Wednesday,  the  39' \  This  was  a  pleasant  fair  day. 
Since  last  Friday  to  this  day,  I  haye  been  kept  in  by  a 
Quincycal  humor  that  was  upon  me,  but  I  have  now  in 
some  measure  got  well  of  it,  and  this  day  walked  out. 

Thursday,  the  30^**.  This  was  a  fair  pleasant  day.  Our 
scout  that  went  out  last  Sunday  came  in  this  day,  but  had 
found  nothing.  A  scout  from  aboye  the  Grand  Battre 
brought  in  ten  captiyes  of  the  company  that  Ool.  Noble 
with  400  men  engaged  with  last  Tuesday.  It  is  said  by 
these  captives  that  they  had  killed  and  wounded  about  40- 
men  and  the  r^^st  of  the  number  in  the  whole  was  about. 
150  French  and  Tiuiians,  and  the  remainder  scattered  al»out 
in  small  companies,  without  any  meat  and  little  or  no 
bread. 

Friday,  the  31*\  This  was  a  foggy  morning  and  dark 
day  in  the  forenoon  but  afterwards  pleasant  and  warm. 

Saturday,  June  1,  1746.  Oloudyj  foggy  and  some  rain. 
As  soon  as  it  was  light  hundreds  of  small  arms  were  fired 
by  our  people  at  the  West  gate,  and  from  the  French  at 
our  people,  but  nobody  was  wounded.  Oapt.  Melvin  with 
a  company  went  out  to  scout. 

Sabbath  day,  June  2,  1745.  A  foggy,  dark  morning. 
La.^t  night  received  a  letter  from  ray  wife  and  with  great, 
satisfaction.  I  then  and  this  morning  read  it  and  am 
much  rejoiced  to  hear  of  the  welfare  of  my  family,  and  ex^ 
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perienced  that  good  news  from  a  far  country  is  like  cold 

water  to  a  thii-sty  soul.  At  night  went  np  to  the  West 
gate.  At  the  fascion  "battery.  Lodged  at  Capt.  Onisted's. 
About  sunset  a  inaii  was  shot  in  the  head  by  a  piece  of 
buiiib  shell.  I  hope  not  mortally.  A  piece  of  the  same 
bomb  shell  struck  within  a.  few  foot  of  me.  and  soon  after 
a  bomb  fell  within  about  a  rod  of  me,  and  a  great  number 
of  people  also  were  within  a  few  rods  of  it,  but  no  man 
waa  hurt. 

Monday,  the  3^.  A  cloudy  morning,  but  soon  cleared  off. 
In  the  morning  Lt.  Grant  picked  a  mess  of  herb,  boiled 
them  at  Capt.  Omsteds  eat  them  with  a  good  appetite,  they 
being  the  first  greens  that  I  have  tasted  of  this  spring.  A 
sloop  was  taken  bound  to  Lotdsburg,  from  Canada,  loaded 
with  provisions.  Tho  people  in  it  ran  it  ashore,  jumped  off 
the  bowsprit,  left  the  sloop  and  ran  into  the  woods. 

Tuesday,  June  4*''.  A  fair  pleasant  day.  There  were 
broug'ht  in  1^  or  20  captives,  men,  women  and  children. 
In  tlie  afternoon  went  to  tlie  West  gate  to  command  the 
guard  there.  Staid  in  the  trench  all  night.  The  French 
shot  4  or  5  cannon  and  once  charged  the  piecc-s  with 
langrange,  some  within  a  very  little  matter  of  my  head  and 
other  people,  but  none  hurt.  Shot  3  bombs  around  and 
among  us,  but  nobody  was  hiirt.  About  twelve  of  the 
night  a  Frenchman  came  out  of  the  city,  choosing  to  be 
with  the  English,  who  informed  us  of  the  state  of  the  cir- 
cumstaaces  of  the  city.  The  number  of  the  people  in  all 
about  3000  that  were  killed  by  us  and  forty  wounded,  pro- 
visioi  arce,  meat  none,  dried  fish  enough,  116  of  our 
people  taken,  some  of  them  wounded. 

Wednesday,  the  6*''.  A  fair  day.  Staid  this  day  at  the 
AVest  gate,  having  the  care  of  the  guard.  At  night  re- 
turned to  my  camp.  A  ship  was  taken  this  day.  It  is  said 
to  be  a  34  gun  ship. 

Thursday,  the  tj"'.  A  fair  day.  I  had  this  day  tho 
nharge  of  renioving  the  Hospital  with  our  Regiment.  The 
sick  we  first  took  out  and  then  look  down  the  house  and 
carried  it  to  our  new  camp,  which  was  about  half  a  mile, 
and  set  it  up  again,  put  the  sick  in  at  night.  This  day  one 
of  the  men  that  was  moved,  that  belonged  to  Capt.  Baker, 
died,  and  in  the  ni|;ht.  Clary,  that  was  burnt  with  powder 
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some  time  past,  also  died.  A  French  boy  cumo  out  of  the 
city,  who  had  deserted  and  we  eaiinot  get  anything  out  of 
him.  He  will  not  talk  and  seems  to  be  an  idiot  and  half 
fool. 

Friday,  the  7**.  A  fair  day.  Thi.s  day  we  removed  our 
tents.  This  is  the  third  time  we  have  moved,  we  not  "being 
in  proper  form  for  a  campaign,  and  now  we  have  placed 
ourselves  more  compact  together.  Today  I  got  myself  a 
tent  to  dwell  in,  and  this  was  the  first  night  that  I  have 
lodged  in  one  since  we  encamped.  Our  lodging  before  was 
turf  and  bough  hoiisee,  officers  and  soldiers  together.  Now 
I  lodge  in  one  by  myself. 

Saturday,  the  8th.  A  stormy  day.  This  day  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  vigilmir-p  pAnt  a  letter  to  the  Governor  in  ihe 
city  by  a  flag  ot  triu-e,  to  iiitorni  liim  that  he  was  used 
very  well  and  advised  him  (that  is  the  Governor)  to  give 
up  the  city.  The  letter  being  i-ead  and  t]wy  came  to  under- 
stand the  vigilance  was  taken,  it  put  them  into  a  great  con- 
sternation, for  they  much  depended  upon  it.  When  the 
soldiers  came  to  hear  of  it  they  determined  not  to  fight, 
except  they  were  forced,  and  one  of  them  was  coming  to 
bring  some  letters  from  the  prisoners,  was  found  out  and 
they  directly  hanged  him.  This  we  understood  by  two 
men  that  came  out  the  night  following.  This  day  a  man 
riding  along  about  half  a  mile  from  the  city,  his  horse  was 
shot  dead  by  a  cannon  bail,  the  man  not  hurt.  Nathaniel 
Chamberlain,  some  time  last  week  received  a  blow  on  bis 
cheek  with  a  crow  bar  and  since  at  turns,  hay  bled  very 
much,  bnt  today  more,  and  he  was  brought  very  low.  The 
next  day  way  the  Sabbath.  9**".  and  he  bled  more.  I  got  all 
the  skilful!  Doctors  that  were  in  the  army,  but  at  turns 
bleu,  and  lo  such  a  degree  that  he  has  become  very  weak, 
and  about  3  of  the  dock  in  the  afternoon  had  such  a  faint- 
ing fit,  that  we  thought  he  was  dying,  but  he  came  too  and 
revived  somewhat  and  the  bleeding  stopped,  so  that  there 
seemed  to  be  more  hopes  of  him,  but  in  the  night  he  bled 
more.  A  fair  pleasant  day,  heard  preaching  both  fore  and 
afternoon  by  Mr.  Balek.  Between  meetings  worked  at  the 
trench,  and  so  after  meeting  at  night  in  the  trench,  in  order 
to  have  our  cnm\)  all  fortified,  that  we  might  be  safe  from 
the  ^emy  that  we  hear  are  up  iu  the  woods.   The  two 
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TTipTi  who  came  out  of  the  city  gave  an  account  that  many 
would  get  out  if  they  had  an  opportunity,  and  they 
themselves  wore  well  pleased  witli  the  CTchaiige,  There 
was  seen  off  at  some  distance  a  cliace  of  our  men  of  war, 
who  were  after  as  it  is  thought  a  FrenclL  man  of  war,  and 
followed  by  al)out  0  of  ours  and  followed  till  they  got  out 
of  sight.    So  uothiug  further  about  it  this  day. 

Monday,  June  10^^.  A  fair  day.  The  ship  that  was  fol> 
lowed  yesterday,  this  day  we  are  informed  that  it  is  a  fifty 
gun  ship  that  has  this  day  joined  Ck>mmodore  Warren  and 
gives  an  account  of  two  more  that  parted  with  him  a  short 
time  ago  in  a  fog ;  which  were  designed  for  this  place,  and 
we  daily  expect  here.  A  man  was  this  day  killed  from  the 
Islaod  Battre,  at  the  Light  house  Battre,  shot  througli  with 
a  cannon  ball.  At  day  they  began  to  fire  from  the  Light 
house  Battre  at  the  Island  Battre  with  a  gun  from  the  city 
and  from  the  Island.  The  French  tired  ccreatly,  only  two 
men  wounded  and  those  but  slightly.  This  was  a  fair 
])leasant  day  :  the  regiment  were  mustered  in  order  to  have 
our  arms  reviewed. 

Tuesday,  the  11^''.  This  being  our  King's  ascensiou  day, 
it  was  observed  by  the  army  here,  at  our  camp  at  Cape 
Breton.  Orders  were  given  at  all  our  batteries  to  fire 
smartly  at  the  city.  The  G^eral  with  some  of  the  coun- 
cil, waited  upon  Commodore  Warren,  on  board  his  ship ; 
the  remainder  of  the  council  and  some  other  of  the  officers 
dined  at  the  Generals,  and  a  very  fine  entertainment,  with 
everything  tliat  was  convenient  and  refreshing.  At  1^  of 
the  clock,  the  regiment  being  in  arms,  gave  three  cheers, 
with  the  drums  after.  At  our  entertainment  at  the  Gen- 
eral's we  had  music  :  —  a  violin,  tlute,  and  vocal  music,  and 
staid  all  the  afternoon.  At  night  tlie  General  with  liis 
attendants  came  on  shore,  and  was  welcomed  by  the  gentle- 
men who  were  there. 

Wednesday,  the  Ti"^  This  is  a  fail-  da.y.  Orders  were 
given  in  our  i  egiiiient  for  cutting  2bO  faggots  to  hll  up  the 
trench  with ;  in  the  afternoon  also  orders  for  a  great  quan- 
tity of  stores  for  the  ships.  The  French,  last  night  and 
this  day,  fired  a  vast  many  bombs  and  cannon  and  small 
arms  also,  but  no  man  killed,  and  wounded  three,  but  I 
hope  not  mortal.  This  day  joined  with  the  Commodore, 
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two  ships  tliat  were  before  expected,  a  60  giin  ship  and 

one  40. 

Thursday,  fhe  13^''.  A  fair  pleasant  day.  Twenty-five 
men  irom  our  regiment  are  to  on  board  tlie  men-of-war. 
under  the  comniaTid  of  Col.  Moore,  chief  commander  of 
the  detachment  and  Lt.  David  King  over  the  twenty-five 
men,  that  were  raised  in  our  regiment,  one  was  out  of  my 
company,  Darbe  Crowley.  The  nights  here  are  very  cold, 
a  frost  some  nights  and  ice  of  considerable  thickness. 

Friday,  Jnne  14^,  1745.  A  fair  day,  in  the  afternoon 
some  foggy.  The  twenty-five  men  commanded  by  Lt. 
David  King  went  on  board  this  day  in  order  for  an  attack 
upon  the  town  with  Commodoie  Warren  as  soon  as  the 
wind  and  weather  snits.  Orders  are  to  attack  the  city  on 
the  land  at  the  same  time.  It  is  said  the  French  fired 
about  tif  ty  bombs  this  night  at  our  people  in  the  trench, 
but  nobody  was  hurt, 

Saturday,  the  l-l*"*.  A  fair  pleasant  day.  Commodore 
Warren  came  on  shore.  Our  re^^inient  with  other  regi- 
ments in  the  camp  mustered  in  a  regimental  order.  Com, 
Warren  made  a  fine  speech  to  the  army  and  marched 
through  together  with  the  General  and  some  other  gentle- 
men, and -agreed  with  the  General  and  publicly  with  the 
whole  army,  that  as  soon  as  the  wind  and  weather  should 
favor,  he  with  all  his  ships,  should  go  into  the  harbour, 
engage  the  Island  Battre  and  the  city.  We  upon  the  land, 
with  all  our  forces  at  the  same  time  should  engage  them 
with  all  our  artillery  and  escalading  ladders.  After  this, 
just  before  sunset,  the  French  sent  out  a  flap;  of  truce.  The 
terms  thai  were  agroffl  n])Ofi  by  tlie  council  was  that  they 
.should  deliver  themselves  up  prisoners  of  war,  and  the 
time  allowed  tliem  for  consi<leration  was  till  next  day  at 
nine  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  so  were  dismissed  for  that 
time. 

Sabbath  day,  16^^.  Misty  morning  and  all  waiting  for 
an  answer  from  the  city.  The  time  before  appointed  for 
the  French  to  give  an  answer  was  9  of  the  clock.  They 
came  and  it  was  agreed  they  deliver  themselves  up  prison- 
ers of  war,  with  the  liberty  that  they  should  have  their 
own  money  with  their  moveable  estate  and  deliver  a  hos- 
tage as  a  pledge  of  truthfulness,  and  next  morning  for  the 
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army  to  enter  tlie  city.  This  night.  1  with  Maj.  Cat.  (  'apt. 
King  and  Lt.  Miller  went  the  grand  rounds  and  this  was 
the  warmest  night  that  has  been  since  that  we  came  upon 
this  Island.    Returned  to  my  t^nt  just  at  Ineak  of  day. 

Monday,  June  IT**".  Mustered  our  regiment  this  day,  the 
General,  Major  General,  and  some  other  gentlemen,  with, 
the  General's  regiment  to  guard  them,  the  remainder  of 
our  regiments  staid  within  our  own  wall  at  the  camp.  The 
night  following,  a  very  rainy  night. 

Tuesday,  the  IS^**.  A  dark,  misty  and  some  rain  this  day. 
A  man  belonging  to  Capt.  Golden  died  this  day.  A  ship 
taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  loaded  with  wine  and 
brandy.  I  staid  this  day  in  our  camp  and  the  night  follow- 
ing rained  hard,  but  I  lay  dry  in  my  tent  and  slept  well. 

Wednesday,  the  19"'.  A  foggy,  misty,  rainy  day.  Part 
of  the  army  staid  at  the  camp,  and  part  of  the  army  in  the 
city,  and  jiart  at  the  camp  to  guard  the  stores. 

Thursday,  the  20'*".  Rain  and  dark  tliis  day  and  very 
Tincomfortable  at  om*  camp  by  reason  of  the  wet,  but  no 
getting  the  stores  away  by  reason  of  the  surf,  that  there 
was  in  the  sea. 

Friday,  the  21'^  It  still  continued  foul  weather.  This 
is  the  fourth  day  since  it  began,  and  it  is  very  remarkable 
that  47  days  we  have  been  on  this  Island  and  in  all  that 
time  not  so  much  foul  weather  by  one  half  as  there  has 
been  now  in  one  week,  which  I  look  upon  as  smUe  of  Prov- 
idence upon  the  aiTny.  for  if  there  had  been  foul  weather, 
as  commonly  there  used  to  he  liere  at  this  time  in  the  year, 
it  would  have  rendered  it  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  wholly 
frustrated  the  design,  scattered  our  fleet  and  sickened  <mv 
array.  As  we  have  liad  a  remarkable  smile  of  Providence 
upon  us  ever  since  we  set  out  upon  this  expedition,  so  at 
last  it  was  very  remarkable  that  the  enemy  should  give  it 
up  in  that  very  time  which  they  did.  If  they  had  not  we 
must  have  made  a  bold  attempt  by  escalading  the  walls  that 
it  seems  wotild  have  been  fatal ;  either  the  loss  of  a  great 
many  men  or  it  may  be  we  should  never  have  taken  the 
city.  But  so  it  was  ordered  by  Divine  Providence,  and  it 
is  evident  that  Gk>d  has  both  begun  and  finished  this  great 
work,  even  the  reduction  of  Louisbnrg,  and  given  into  the 
hands  of  the  English  and  Glory  be  to  the  great  name  of 
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Jehovah  for  it.  This  day  T  went  from  our  canii)  to  the 
city  and  lodged  there  this  uight  in  a  French  house  with  Lt. 
Lyman  and  was  kindly  entertained  by  them. 

Saturday,  the  Staid  in  the  city  this  day  till  near 

night  and  then  came  back  to  our  camp.  Still  foggy 
weather  and  this  day  no  rain.  Our  sick  men  were  carried 
into  the  city,  viz. :  Peter  Montague,  Josiah  Nash  and  Selah 
Wright,  npon  men's  shnnlders. 

Sabbath  day,  23^^.  This  is  a  foggy  day  still  staid  in  our 
camp ;  heard  Mr.  Moody  preach  in  the  forenoon  and  Mr. 
Landon  in  the  afternoon  and  at  uight  made  a  prayer  to 
our  regiment. 

Monday,  24*''.  Staid  at  our  camp  and  iiad  tlie  command 
of  several  regimentts  there,  who  staid  to  guard  stores  and 
no  man  to  pass  without  a  written  order.  Many  scores  I 
wrote.  This  was  a  misty,  foggy  day.  Capt.  Bowe  after 
he  had  beat  about  mdny  days  in  the  fog,  could  not  find  his 
way  in.   This  day  got  in  who  had  been  to  for 

mortars. 

Tuesday,  the  26*".  A  cloudy,  dark  foggy  day,  some  rain. 
Staid  this  day  at  my  tent,  no  business  to  do  and  but  poor 

entertain m en t,  my  things  being  up  in  the  city ;  not  much 
comfortable  to  eat  or  drink,  and  not  very  well  in  b»>altli. 

Wednesday,  26^^.  A  fair  pleasant  day.  Went  this  day 
from  the  camp  np  to  tin"  city,  not  very  well  in  health,  by 
reason  of  my  lying  8  or  y  nights  together  in  my  tent,  when 
many  of  the  nights  it  rained  bard,  and  if  otherwise  very 
misty  and  foggy ;  so  that  it  kept  the  inside  of  my  tent  con- 
tinually wet,  and  in  my  bed.  Lodged  this  night  with  Mr. 
Hawley  and  Dr.  Fincum. 

Thursday,  the  27'^.  This  day  it  rained.  I  was  taken 
very  ill  with  a  flux  and  about  %  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon cold,  agneisb,  soon  after  with  a  terrible  headache  and 
fever.  I  laid  myself  down  npon  Mr.  llawley's  bed  all  that 
afternoon  and  night  and  was  very  sick  all  night  and  slept 
but  little. 

Friday,  the  28*''.  This  morning  I  was  very  sick  with 
fever  and  flux.  Di'.  Pyuchon  bled  me  and  the  fever  abated. 
I  had  my  own  bed  brought  into  the  chamber  and  got  into 
it  and  lodged  with  more  comfort,  being  alone. 

Saturday,  119^^.  Still  continued  sick,  but  growing  better ; 
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took  physic  of  Rhubarb.  -All  onr  people  moved  up  from 
the  oamp  to  some  of  the  houses  without  the  walls  o£  the 
city. 

Sabbatli  day,  30'*.  This  day  a  faii-  pleasant  day,  but  I 
confined  myself  to  my  chamber  so  heard  uo  preaching 
being  sick  on  the  bed. 

Monday,  July  1.  Many  of  the  French  people  have  gone 
on  board  today.*  I  am  still'  confined  to  my  chamber ;  sick, 
fever  and  fiuz  still  continued  hard  upon  me.  This  a  fair 
day.   Our  people  are  moving  into  the  city. 

Tuesday,  July  2**.  A  fair  and  pleasant  day.  The 
French  moving  out  and  going  on  board.  Our  people  going 
in  and  taking  possns??ion  of  their  houses.  This  day  Major 
General  Walcott  and  a  number  of  Connecticut  forces  of 
about  70  or  80  embarked  for  home.  Tjt.  Taylor  of  TTor- 
wicb  ;0-o  went.  1  HI  fontinned  in  my  chamber,  Vmt  grow- 
ing somewhat  belter.    Eat  a  small  matter  of  mutton. 

Wednesday,  the  S'*^.  This  was  a  showery  day  with  some 
thunder.  Capt.  15diuan"s  came  in  this  day  with  a  company 
from  New  England,  in  tho  county  of  Worcester,  and  bring 
the  good  news  of  a  thousand  or  more  men  coming  for  our 
relief ;  and  one  of  captains  is  from  ^Northampton  and  some 
of  the  company  from  the  county  of  Hampshire.  This  d&yi 
the  Launceston^  man-of-war,  set  sail  with  about  700  of  the 
French  inhabitants  of  Louisburg,  for  France.  I  still  con- 
tiniied  in  my  chamber,  but  growing  better.  Eat  some 
fresh  mutton  for  dinner  with  a  good  appetite. 

Thursday,  4^^,  Sailed  this  day  for  France,  six  sail  of 
vessels  with  the  French  inhabitants  of  Louisburg.  It  was 
a  fair  pleasant  day.  1  still  continued  in  my  chamber.  Eat 
some  fresh  beef  for  dinner,  but  a  small  piece,  but  eat  it 
with  a  good  appetite. 

Friday,  the  5*''.  This  niornins^  came  in  Col.  Choat  into 
Louisburg  with  two  companies.  He  informs  that  4  vessels 
with  transports  set  sail  with  him  that  are  hourly  expected. 
Capt.  Sanders  set  sail  for  Boston  this  morning.  Morning 
cloudy  but  no  rain. 

Saturday,  the  6"*.  This  a  fair  pleasant  day.  I  was  so 
recovered  of  my  sickness  that  in  the  afternoon  I  walked 
out  of  my  chamber  and  about  the  city.  Came  in  this  day 
Capt.  Snelling,  with  men  from  New  England,  Col.  William 
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Williams,  Mr.  Williams  of  Longmeadow  and  nineteen  per- 
sons from  Northampton,  ^'hose  names  T  do  not  now  know. 
Received  5  letters  fiT>m  my  friends  in  Now  England  which 
gave  me  mneh  satisfaction,  for  they  all  speak  of  good  news. 

Sabbath  day,  the  7'*'.  This  a  fair  pleasant  day.  1  went 
on  board  Capt.  Snellings  vessel  to  see  Mr.  Williams  and 
CoL  Williams  and  our  Northampton  people,  for  I  heard 
Mr.  Williams  was  to  preach  there,  but  he  was  gone  it  was 
said  to  the  Grand  Battre.  I  went  there,  they  were  not 
there  and  then  to  the  Island  Battery,  and  they  were  not 
there.  I  then  returned  to  the  city  and  heard  Mr.  Moody 
preach  there  in  the  forenoon  and  Mr.  Bector  Williams  in 
the  afternoon  and  some  of  our  Northampton  new  comers 
were  there. 

Monday,  the  S^**.  This  is  a  fair  day  and  warm  for  Oape 
Breton.    The  French  people  are  getting  on  board  for  New 

England. 

Tnesday,  9*"  Jnly.  A  fair  pleasant  day.  Today  seven 
vessels  with  French  lor  New  England  sailed.  Ncwa  came 
on  this  day  of  Capt.  Donnahews  being  killed  with  eleven 
men  by  the  Indians  up  in  the  gut  of  Uanso,  going  ashore 
in  a  boat,  last  Saturday  was  seven  nights  which  was  the 
as***  June. 

Wednesday,  the  10*".  A  fair  pleasant  day.  A  number 
of  my  soldiers  are  going  on  board  Capt.  Tomson's  vessel  in 
order  to  go  to  New  England.  Today  a  man  had  his  arm 
shot  all  to  pieces  by  a  soldier  firing  his  gun.  The  man  that 
was  shot  belonged  to  the  ships. 

Thui^day,  11*''.  This  is  a  warm  pleasant  day,  but  not 
hot  like  New  England.  Lt.  Lyman  with  H  of  my  soldiers 
sailed  abont  10  of  the  clnrk  for  New  England  in  Capt. 
Thompson's  Rhode  Island  ship  of  about  '^0  guns,  but  an 
uncomfortablH  ])lace  to  carry  soldiers.  An  account  of  the 
cannon  we  liave  fired  at  the  French  and  bombs:  viz  :  can- 
non nine  thousand  and  some  odd  bombs.  Six  hundred  and 
fifty  were  liilled  by  ihofii  and  the  small  arms.  In  the  city 
according  to  the  best  accounts  we  have  by  the  people  in 
the  city  is  upwards  of  400.  The  number  of  the  cannon  in 
the  city  ninety  odd ;  at  the  Grand  Battre  30-42  pounders ; 
2-18  pounders;  at  the  Island  Battery  34;  31  of  the  28 
pounders  and  mortars  at  the  Island  and  3-18  pounders,  2 
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hrnm  :  in  the  city  5  "brass  anfl  one  Iron  in  the  city  a  great 
nuraber  of  swivols  and  other  cruel  instrunionts  of  death. 
The  walls  of  the  city  are  iqioii  tlie  land  side,  one  ahoiit  'Jo 
feet  high  and  ahout  4  rods  thick,  within  the  walls  are  near 
100  acres  of  land :  tlie  wails  are  near  two  miles  around 
the  city. 

Friday,  July  12^^.  This  is  a  fair  pleasant  day,  warm  but 
not  hot.  Finished  all  my  business  in  Lonisburg,  dined 
with  the  General  and  some  other  gentlemen.  The  dinner 
was  very  good,  cider  and  wine  plenty ;  first  a  good  plnm 
pudding,  boiled  pork,  beef,  herbs,  two  large  fat  roast 
pigs  and  salmon  and  boiled  butter  plenty.  After  dinner 
took  leave  of  all  the  gentlemen  and  went  on  board  Mr. 
Bastard's  Ampins  Engineers  sloop,  Capt.  Donnel,  Master. 
It  heing  calm  we  lay  in  the  harbour  that  night. 

Saturday,  the  13"'.  A  strong  S.  W.  wind  which  was 
directly  against  ns.  so  we  were  not  aljle  to  sail  that  night, 
SO  we  lay  in  tlie  harbour  all  day  waiting  for  a  wind  that 
suited  to  sail.    It  was  a  fair  day. 

Sabbath  day^  the  li*"*.  Last  night  it  rained  wind  S.  W.  ; 
this  niurniiig  misty  and  some  rain ;  preparing  to  sail,  wind 
N.  E.,  first  a  small  breeze.  We  sailed  by  the  Island  Bat- 
tery about  7  of  the  clock  with  a  fresh  breeze  of  wind. 
About  9  it  all  died  away.  We  lay  rolling  in  a  calm  all  that 
day  and  night  till  about  11  and  12  o'clock  in  the  night  and 
then  a  small  breeze  till  3  or  4  in  the  morning  and  then  died 
away  to  a  dead  calm.  I  was  sea  sick  all  the  first  day,  noth- 
ing to  eat  or  drink,  with  any  appetite  or  that  I  could  keep 
down. 

Monday,  the  15*^.  A  dead  calm  this  morning,  with  some 

showers  as  yesterday.  Not  so  sick  this  morning.  Eat  a 
small  matter  and  it  kept  down.  About  9  of  the  clock  this 
mormiig  wo  hailed  a  brig  that  came  from  Massaclnisetts 
and  we  were  informed  by  her  that  they  had  the  good  news 
at  Boston  of  the  city  of  Louisburg's  being  taken.  W«  are 
informed  it  was  received  with  the  greatest  joy.  It  was 
early  in  the  morning,  the  of  July,  which  was  commence- 
ment day,  and  the  Gtovemor  ordered  all  the  bells  to  be 
rung  and  guns  to  be  fired.  This  day  had  a  quarter  of  a 
good  fat  lamb  roasted.  I  eat  of  it  with  some  appetite.  It 
being  calm  I  was  not  so  sick.   Mild  and  calm  all  day  and 
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but  very  little  head  way  all  that  day.   It  was  a  fair  still 

aCternooTi. 

Tiiesday  the  16"*.  Some  time  before  day  there  came  up 
a  breeze  of  wind  at  South.  ;ind  in  the  morning  very  fresh, 
but  it  was  against  us  and  it  was  foggy.  The  fog.  cleared 
off,  the  wind  came  up  very  strong  at  S.  W.  It  being  oon« 
irary  we  turned  into  Oanso  Harbor  about  4  o^clock  in  the 
afternoon ;  lay  there  that  night.  There  was  a  shower  of 
rain  that  afternoon.  In  the  night  it  cleared  off.  Straws 
berries  were  now  ripe  and  very  plenty  at  Canso. 

Wednesday,  17*^.  This  a  fair  morning,  wind  N.  N. 
a  fresh  breeze.  About  half  an  hour  before  the  sun  was  up^ 
we  set  sail  out  of  Canso  Harbor.  Sailed  all  day  with  a 
small  breeze,  altbongh  some  part  of  the  day  was  contrary 
winds,  we  were  obliged  to  tack.  We  rtwt  several  vess^els 
coming  from  ISoston,  but  spoke  with  none  of  them.  I  was 
not  sea  sick  all  day. 

Thursday,  tlie  IS'**.  This  is  a  fair  pleasant  morning,  but* 
a  small  breeze  of  wind,  at  W.  I^.  W.  but  in  the  afternoon 
came  up  a  violent  west  wind  ahead  all  the  afternoon,  and 
in  the  night  thunder  and  rain  and  a  violent  wind  right 
against  us,  so  that  all  we  got  was  by  tacks,  and  we  beat  a 
great  way  off  into  the  sea  out  of  our  way.   Sick  ail  day. 

Friday,  19^^,  All  this  forenoon  a  strong  wind  ahead  and 
rain  and  all  the  way  we  made  was  by  tacking,  and  that 
is  hut  very  slow,  ^ternoon  it  cleared  off  and  the  sun  ap- 
peared, but  still  the  wind  against  us,  all  day  in  a  rolling 
sea,  but  little  comfort  up  or  down. 

Saturday,  the  W^'.  All  last  night  a  strong  W.  S.  W. 
which  was  right  ahead  and  lieavj^  .showers  of  rain,  some 
thunder.  The  wind  held  strong  ahead  all  day  against  us 
and  a  rolling  sea,  rain  and  fog.  I  was  not  able  to  sit  up 
this  day,  nor  any  appetite  to  eat  and  drink. 

Sunday,  the  21**.  Last  night  a  steady  night's  rain,  but 
little  wind,  but  what  there  was,  was  against  us.  Thid 
morning  very  still  and  a  steady  rain.  Sometime  in  the 
forenoon  it  cleared  up,  wind  but  a  little,  but  what  there 
was  was  W.  and  by  N.  so  we  made  but  little  way  that  day. 

Monday,  2  "  V  A  still,  fair,  pleasant  morning  ;  no  wind 
all  last  night;  this  morning  we  lay  to  a  fishing  and  we 
caught  them  plentifully,  although  the  water  was  about  510 
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feet  deep.  I  put  fhe  line  down  once  myself  and  drew  Tip 
two  codfish,  at  one  time,  the  lirst  that  I  ever  put  a  hook  for 
one.  It  was  on  the  banks  of  Cape  Sable,  shore  8  oi-  iO 
leagues.  We  lay  all  the  forenoon  in  a  dead  calm,  rolling 
in  the  sea.  The  afternoon  was  even  the  same  although  we 
hoped  to  the  oontrai  y  by  what  appeared  in  the  clouds,  but  it 
held  all  day  in  a  peri^ect  calm.  This  in  the  ninth  day  we 
have  been  out,  and  have  had  all  weathers,  but  fair  winds 
and  none  of  those. 

Tuesday,  July  2Z^.  Last  night  we  had  a  small  breeze  of 
wind  in  our  favor.  This  morning  the  wind  small,  but 
what  was,  was  in  our  favor.  Some  clouds,  signs  of 
showers;  a  small  gale  of  wind  and  showery  at  night,  a 
calm  and  held  all  night. 

Wednesday,  the  SJ-t^**.  T\m  a  fair  warm  and  a  pleasant 
morning  ;  no  wind,  but  about  ten  of  the  clock  the  wind 
breezed  up  a  little.  In  the  afternoon  a  fresh  gale  of  wind 
came  up  and  held  the  most  of  the  night  in  our  favor,  but 
we  got  al<:»ng  considerably. 

Thursday,  thu  25^^.  This,  all  day  foggy  with  but  a  little 
wind,  and  what  was,  was  in  the  South  which  was  partly 
€igainst  us.  A  whale  appeared  within  about  ^  or  30  rods 
of  the  vessel.  "We  make  but  slow  headway,  many  days 
have  been  calm  and  when  there  was  a  wind  it  was  against 
us. 

Friday,  the  26^.  Last  night  we  passed  by  Cape  Sables. 
This  morning  a  breeze  of  wind  from  the  south,  which  is 
now  that  we  have  got  by  the  cape,  a  pretty  fair  wind  for 
our  course.   Some  showers  of  rain  this  morning  and  the 

afternoon  foggy. 

Saturday,  27^^.  Last  night  a  fair  night,  wind  about  W., 
which  was  for  our  course.  This  morning  a  fair  pleasant 
morning,  wind  fresh  in  the  W.  and  held  till  about  11  of 
the  clock,  and  the  calm  for  2  or  three  hours,  turned  then  in 
the  South  and  came  up  a  small  breeze,  it  was  a  fair  cl^r 
day  all  day. 

Sabbath  day,  the  28*'*.  Last  night  the  wind  fresh  and 
fair  and  this  day  a  clear  day  and  good  wind  at  South.  A 
little  before  sunset  we  saw  the  land  at  Cape  Ann,  which 
was  very  rejoicing  for  it  was  the  15^"  day  we  had  been  out 
and  our  water  was  so  bad,  that  I  had  drank  none  of  for  2 
days. 
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Monday,  July  29***,  1745.  T.ast  night  rain  and  thunder 
and  lightning.  We  kept  off  till  morning,  and  then  we  got 
in  above  the  Light  house,  and  it  was  so  loggy  that  we 
could  not  find  the  way  up  to  town  and  came  to  an  anchor 
at  Nantasket.  There  were  there  at  anchor  12  ships,  3  men 
of  war  and  some  of  the  others  were  mast  ships.  Towards 
night  it  cleared  of£ ;  we  set  sail  and  came  to  Boston  a  little 
before  sunset,  well  and  in  good  hecklth. 

Tuesday,  the  90"*.  This  a  fair  day.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  all  my  soldiers  that  came  away  before  me,  well 
and  tho^  of  them  that  belonged  to  Hatfield,  set  out  for 
home  ;  Roger  Miller  and  Lt,  Grant  hotli  sic  k. 

Wednesday,  July  the  31**.  This  day  all  those  tliat  de- 
signed to  go  home  on  foot  set  out.  I  had  the  night  before 
sent  for  my  horse  by  Capt.  Partridge.  This  day  a  making 
up  my  muster  roll  and  buying  some  things  for  myself. 

Thursday,  Aug.  1"*,  1745.  Very  hot  weatlier  Hnd  it 
seized  hard  npoTi  us  tliat  liad  jnst  come  out  of  a  cold 
country.    Sergeant  Parsons  yestci'day  was  taken  sick. 

Friday,  the  2"'^.  Fair  hut  weather.  Sergt.  Parsons  still 
continued  sick.  Boger  Miller  very  sick  and  low.  Lt. 
Grant  very  dangerously  sick.  Benj.  Stebbings  of  Spring- 
field had  been  in  the  expedition,  sick  here.  One  man  who 
came  in  here  weU  and  eat  a  hearty  meal  of  yictuals  died 
before  next  morning. 

Saturday,  Aug,  3.  A  very  hot  day.  Grant,  Miller, 
Stebbins  and  Parsons,  very  sick.  At  or  some  time  in  the 
night,  Lt.  Grant  died.  Tonight  I  rode  over  to  Roxbury  to 
Capt.  Williams  and  lodged  there  that  night.  Brother 
Wright,  Daniel  Strong  and  Joseph  I^arsons  came  with  our 
horses. 

Sabbath  day.  the  4^*.    I  rode  into  Boston  this  day  in  the 
afternoon  after  meeting,  it  rained  hard,  violently  till  most  • 
sunset. 

Monday,  G*^.  A  fair  pleasant  day  after  a  great  rain. 
This  day  Lt.  Grant  was  buried  and  I  was  one  of  the 
bearers.  * 

Tuesday,  6*^.  Finished  my  business  in  Boston  this  day 
and  just  before  sunset  set  out  for  Northampton. 

Wednesday,  7**.  Lodged  at  Mr.  Williams  and  kindly 
entertained.  Barly  in  the  morning  set  out  and  arrived  at 
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ni;L(ht  at  Oapt.  Connors,  at  Brooktield,  lodged  there  upon 
free  cost. 

Thursday,  8,  r74r>.  Went  this  morninti:  over  to  P»i'igadier 
Dwight's,  eat  breakfast  with  Madame  Dwii^lit,  kindly 
treated,  came  to  Cold  Spring.  Mr.  Dwight's,  dined  and 
well  treated  all  upon  free  cost.  Arrived  home  at  North* 
ampton  about  5  of  the  clock.  Amen. 

March  24**,  1745.  The  fleet  at  this  24**'  of  3i£arch  sailed 
from  the  King's  Koad  upon  the  expedition  against  Louis* 
burg. 

June  25^''.  I  would  now  make  some  remarks  upon  the 
remarkable  Providence  in  favor  of  the  great  design  that 
we  wore  i]})nii  and  I  would  consider  in  a,  few  words  the 
scheme  tiiat  was  laid  in  Boston  that  was  to  hasten  away  as 
fast  as  ])0ssibie  (with  but  4  or  5  vessels  of  force  and  they 
but  bmall.  We  had  some  hopes  of  Com.  Warren,  but  that 
was  very  uncertain)  to  Canso,  and  to  wait  no  longer  than  . 
to  have  all  the  transports  come  together  and  to  take  the 
first  fair  wind  and  to  sail  to  Chabaraugh  Bay.  Landing 
in  the  enemy  with  our  whole  army  and  to  take  our  ladders, 
axes,  crows,  graplins,  and  all  other  things  needful  in  order 
to  get  over  the  walls  in  one  night,  this  since  we  know  to  he 
impracticable. 

1'^  remark.   Although  there  was  about  80  sail  of  vessels, 
yet  they  all  arrived  safe  at  Gauso,  about  3  weeks. 

a°*.  Our  lying  there  so  long  we  thought  to  be  against 
us,  but  since  see  to  the  contrary,  for  in  this  time  our  cruis- 
ers took  7  or  W  ves?;els  from  the  French.  Comraodore  War- 
ren eaine  with  3  ships  besides  Ins  own  for  our  help  and  t  lie 
Connecticut  fleet  ranie  all  in  weil ;  in  this  time  the  weather 
was  very  bad,  ei)ld  and  wet  ;  several  times  set  to  sail  in 
this  time  but  we  were  Providentiall)-  ju'evented.  29*^ 
April,  the  weather  and  wind  this  day  being  right,  we  sailed 
early  in  the  morning  expecting  to  land  that  night  and  to 
march  with  all  our  utensils  for  war  to  attack  the  city  the 
same  night. 

8"*.  Although  we  had  a  good  wind  in  the  morning,  yet 
it  died  away  and  so  we  were  prevented  getting  to  our  des- 
tined place  that  day.  The  next  morning,  a  pleasant  fair 
morning  and  our  Fleet  were  discovered  by  the  French  and 
a  large  company  of  them  came  out  to  prevent  our  landing. 
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4*^.  This  at  first  looked  d;irl<  for  ns  Init  was  ordored  in 
mercy  for  several  of  them  were  killed  and  iakeii  and  those 
that  got  in  gave  a  great  fright  to  those  that  v^ere  in  the 
city,  and  at  the  Grrand  Battery  arid  we  appearing  next  day 
with  a  great  company  in  sight  frightened  them  out  of  the 
Grand  Battery  and  we  took  possession. 

5^,  The  taking  a  large  sMp  loaded  from  the  French 
that  was  bound  to  Louisbtirg  and  several  more  smaller 
vessels. 

6**.  Thursday,  April  9**.  It  was  agreed  in  council  to 
make  a  bold  attempt  with  our  whole  army  with  our  ladders 
to  escalade  the  walls  but  it  was  mercifully  prevented. 

7*".  Another  very  remarkable  thing,  the  many  thousands 
of  bombs  and  cannon  and  an  innumerable  number  of  small 
arms  fired  at  us,  yet  hnt  abont  17  persons  killed  by  them 
at  any  or  all  of  our  batteries. 

8''\  another.  The  weather  47  davB  that  we  had  been  en- 
•  gaged  in  the  Island  with  our  encTnies  not  one  bad  storm 
and  but  very  little  raiu  or  fog,  which  is  common  at  that 
time  of  the  year,  and  especially  at  this  place  (viz. ;  Cape 
Breton).  The  French  themselves  take  notice  of  it  and  say 
there  had  not  been  for  so  long  a  time,  and  at  that  time  in 
the  year  so  much  good  weather  since  the  place  was  settled, 
as  there  hath  been  this  spring,  or  since  we  came  here  and 
say  that  Gk>d  fights  for  the  English. 

9**'.  Another  thing  is  having  added  to  Commodore  War- 
ren^s  fleet  5  or  6  ships  of  war  for  his  assistance  in  season. 

10*",  Another  thing,  the  commodore  being  on  shore  Sat- 
urday, he  with  the  advice  of  his  council  agreed  that  the 
first  fair  wind  that  came  he  would  go  into  the  harbor  with 
all  his  ships  and  the  laud  forces  should  make  a  bold  push 
by  land  at  the  same  time.  Just  aft^^r  this  before  the  com- 
modore had  gone  o?i  board,  the  French  sent  out  a  flag  of 
truce  and  terms  were  agreed  upon  for  them  to  deliver  up 
the  city,  had  it  not  been  at  the  very  time,  the  next  day 
must  have  been  the  day  to  have  made  a  bold  push  at  the 
city ;  for  the  wind  did  well  suit  for  it,  and  if  we  had,  it 
must  in  all  human  probability  proved  fatal  to  our  army 
and  destroyed  a  great  part  of  them,  and  this  must  be 
looked  upon  as  a  remarkable  Providence  at  that  very  time 
that  God  should  incline  them  to  give  up  the  city,  it  is  evi- 
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dent  and  plain  thai  God  rules  the  hearts  of  men  and  there 
hearts  at  that  time  he  movod  them  to  give  up  for  they 
mi.^ht  have  kept  us  out  and  destroyed  ns  if  we  had  gone  on 
in  the  way  we  had  just  l)efore  considered  upon. 

ll*"*.  Another  remarkalde  thing" :  the  very  day,  next 
after  we  had  taken  possession  rain  and  foggy  dark  weather 
8  or  9  days  together,  and  there  had  not  heen  so  much  rain 
hy  half  in  47  days  as  now  in  4  days  which  would  doubtless 
have  scattered  our  fleet  and  army  and  given  an  opportunity 
to  the  French'  vessels  to  have  got  into  the  harbor  and  would 
have  sickened  and  discouraged  if  not  broke  up  our  designs, 
if  it  had  come  before.  These  things  considererl  together 
with  many  others  that  might  be  mentioned  doth  plainly 
show  that  God  has  gone  out  of  the  way  of  his  common 
Provi(ience  in  a  remarkable  and  almost  miracidons  man- 
ner :  it  is  plain  to  aiiyi)ody  that  will  c<.»iisider  and  thiuk  of 
these  tilings  that  the  I^oi-d  of  Hosts,  the  God  of  armies 
hath  both  began,  carried  on  and  finished  this  great  work, 
and  delivered  this  strong  city  into  our  hands. 

My  hearty  desire  and  prayer  is  that  as  long  as  I  have  a 
being  I  may  give  the  great  name  of  God  the  praise  of  it, 
that  he  has  written  Salvation  for  New  England. 
A  List  of  the  names  of  my  soldiers  are  as  follows : 


I  TMetved  ten  gUlllngs 
old  tenor. 


Gideon  Parsoas 
SamaelGKllet 
Bb^ezer  Wait 

Aaron  Wright 
EHsha  Poineroy 
Koab.  Clapp 
Bealien  Wait 
Abneir  Sheldon 

John  Alexander 

Martin  Seveoranoe 

Elish  Norton 
■\Vm  Tivman 
Selah  Wright 
Thomas  Ferrel 
Edmund  Taylor 
Samnei  Blng 
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Samuel  Carrol 

10 
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JocathaTi  Janes 

10 
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4 

Ezekiel  Blunt 
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4 

John  Hooker 

10 

** 
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3 

Samuel  Stlmaon 

10 

** 

5 

4 
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Paid  to  AToUbald  Parnel 
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Archibal  Parnel 
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Ebn'  Wells 

10 
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Samuel  Ofaapen 

10 
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Natlian  "Warner 

10 
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Nat'  Ctamberlain 

10 

5 

Joseph  Bow  at  Capt.  Millet's 

10 

6 

John  Stratton 

10 

5 

4 

GadOoz 

10 

5  ' 

4 

Petpr  Montage 

10 

6 

4 

1.15 

Oliver  Thenr 

10 

5 

4 

Darbf  Crowley 

10 

* 

1.19 

Samuel  Edwards 

to  a  shirk 

10 

5 

4 

3.10 

£iU8iia  otrong 

1A 

re 
O 
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Moses  Allis 

10 

5 

Nath'l  OMs 

10 

5 

Josiah  DavenBoa 

10 

5 

Medfl^  Parsons 

10 

5 

1.14 
1.10 

Benj.  So  nth  wick 

10 

6 

Oliver  Habkins 

10 

5 

Noah  Allen 

10 

S 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

KING  OBORGB'S  FREI7CH  AND  INDIAN  WAR. 

AgRNoaiT*  poucy  Thb  year  1746  was  full  of  alarms,  skirmishes 
of  um  Franoh.  an^  ambuBcades.  The  French  developed  a 
peculiarly  aggressive  policy,  constantly  har- 
assing the  frontiers  with  small  hands,  cutting  off  unsup- ' 
ported  parties,  devastating  solitary  and  detached  settle- 
ments, capturing,  slaying,  scalping  and  destroying.  Ex- 
pedition after  expedition  was  hurled  against  New  England, 
composed  mostly  of  Indians,  but  with  French  soldiers, 
commanded  by  French  onicers.  Within  iiine  months  from 
the  last  of  December,  1?4").  not  less  than  forty-three  of 
these  separate  detachments,  in  which  about  two  thonsand 
men  were  engaged,  were  diypatched  upon  errands  of  blood 
and  destruction.^  Thirty-seven  persons  were  killed,  cap- 
tured or  wounded  on  the  northern  frontiers  before  the  sum- 
mer ended.  An  attack  upon  the  fortifications  at  Bernard- 
ston  waa  foiled,  one  man  being  wounded,  while  at  Colrain 
one  soldier  was  killed  and  another  made  prisoner.  The 
enemy  was  constantly  prowling  about  Fort  Massachusetts ; 
a  party  of  men  sent  not  above  sixty  rods  from  the  fortifica- 
tion fell  into  an  ambuscade,  one  was  killed,  another 
wounded  and  a  third  captured. 

CaptQieof  Fort  On  the  19*"  of  August,  Fort  Mappachusotts 
UMMohuMtta.  ^ras  invested  by  a  body  of  nearly  eight  hun- 
dred French  and  Indians  under  cunnnand  of 
M.  Rigaud  de  Vaudreuil,  brother  of  Gov.  Vaudreuil. 
Sergt.,  afterwards  Ideut. -Colonel,  John  Hawks,  was  tem- 
porarily in  command ;  Capt.  Williams,  commander  of  the 
post,  being  absent  on  duty  connected  with  the  projected 

1  Nev  Tork  Coloolal  1>ooiimentfl«  ToL  X.,  pp.  M,  80. 
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invasion  of  Canada.  Sergt.  Hawk?s  had  but  tweuty-one 
men  under  him.  more  than  half  of  wliom  were  on  the  sick 
list.  For  tweuty-eiglit  hours  the  little  garrison  hold  the 
fort,  despite  the  efforts  of  the  besiegers.  At  last,  having 
expended  all  tlieir  ammunition,  they  surrendered  on  prom- 
ise of  quarter^  and  were  well  treated.  One  of  the  garrison 
was  killed  and  two  wounded,  while  the  enemy  lost  from 
forty  to  seventy.*  No  person  from  Northampton  was  a 
member  of  the  garrison.  Just  before  the  attack  on  the 
fort,  thirteen  of  the  garrison  commanded  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Williams,  were  sent  to  Deerfield,  to  procure  ammunition 
and  supplies.  They  passed  along  the  road  guarded  on  each 
side  by  the  secreted  forces  of  Vaudreuil,  unmolested.  The 
enemy  were  only  too  glad  that  the  garrison  should  he  weak- 
ened, and  dared  not  bring  on  a  conflict  prematurely  by 
attacking  them. 

The  Bars'  Fight.  The  French  commander,  leaving  a  guard  of 
fifty  or  sixty  men,  pushed  on  with  his  pris« 
oners  towards  Canada.  This  detachment,  dissatisfied  with 
the  result  of  the  foray,  and  anxious  to  obtain  more  prison- 
ers or  scalps,  determined  to  raid  Deerfield.  They  reached 
the  village  on  Sunday  and  the  next  morning  placed  an  am- 
bush near  a  meadow,  in  which  was  a  quantity  of  partly 
cured  hay.  Near  this  place,  called  the  Bars,  wore  a  couple 
of  houses  ocenpied  by  families  by  the  name  of  Amsden 
and  Alleii  who  were  lodging  at  the  fort.  Early  on  Mon- 
day morning,  unsuspicious  of  danger,  the  party,  among 
whom  were  several  children,  and  two  soldiers  detailed  as  a 
guard,  went  to  their  work.  Eleazar  Hawks,  a  hunter, 
stumbled  upon  the  ambuscade  and  was  shot  and  scalped. 
All  fled  at  the  first  alarm,  towards  a  mill,  a  short  distance 
down  the  craek.  Some  of  the  men  endeavored  to  make  a 
stand  and  fight  off  the  Indians,  but  were  soon  overpowered. 
One  of  the  lads  was  seized  and  scalped ;  two  of  the  men 
were  shot,  while  a  third  escaped  to  an  island  in  the  river 
and  finally  reached  the  opposite  bank.  Of  the  eight  per- 
sons in  the  party,  four— Samuel  Allen,  Adonijah  GiUet, 
Oliver  Amsden,  and  Simeon  Amsden— were  killed;  two — 

1  P«r  «  Can  dMcr^ton  of  tUs  A^t,  "  Hoyi's  ladten  Wan,''  Pttrknwa's Hklf 
Centuiyof  Coofliet,"  8h«Uon's  "Htetorf  ol  Deerfield,"  Horton*s  "Redeemed  Cap- 
tlTe,''  Penrjrs  WllUenutown.^ 
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John  Sadler,  and  Caleb  Allen  —  escaped ;  one,  Samuel 
Allen,  was  captured,  ai vl  anotLei^Eunice  Amsden — thir-  ' 

teen  years  old,  was  tomahawked  and  left  for  dead.  In 
their  liaste.  the  IndiaTis  failed  to  take  her  scalp,  and  she 
lived  seventy-two  years  afterwoTds. 

Immediate  pursuit  was  made  by  parties  from  DcLrfield  ; 
one  detachment  went  up  the  De^^rfield  river,  and  another 
pushed  across  to  Charleiiiont,  hoping  to  intercept  the 
enemy,  but  without  success.  They  escaped,  having  secured 
five  scalpe  and  one  prisoner. 

Projected  invuioD  Barly  in  the  year  great  preparations  were 
ofCaoadft.  made  for  the  invasion  of  Canada.  The 
American  colonies  agreed  to  provide  eight 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  and  England  engaged  to  send 
eight  battalions.  Massachusetts  voted  to  raise  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men.  and  actually  enlisted  two  tliousaiid. 
A  bounty  of  £30.  old  tenor,  a  blanket,  and  a  bed  for  two, 
were  granted  to  each  soldier.  The  New  England  levies 
were  to  join  the  British  at  Louisburg  and  sail  up  the  St, 
Lawrence,  while  the  trooi>s  from  New  York  and  the  other 
Provinces  were  to  proceed  by  the  way  of  Lake  Champlain. 
The  English  forces  failed  to  appear  and  the  enterprise  was 
abandoned.  Gk>v.  Shirley,  however,  proposed  to  attack 
Crown  Point,  and  a  portion  of  the  Massachusetts  militia 
went  to  Albany  to  prepare  for  the  expedition.  Before  it 
was  fully  organized,  news  was  received  that  a  French  fleet 
and  an  army  of  four  thousand  men,  commanded  by  the 
Due  D*Anville,  was  on  the  way  to  capture  Louisburg.  Inun 
Boston,  and  lay  waste  the  New  England  coast.  On  the 
reception  of  this  intelligence,  the  Massachusetts  troops 
were  recalled  and  ordered  to  Boston. 

HRrnrshfrp  Troops  When  the  alarm  caused  by  the  expected 
Ordered  to  Bos-  appearauce  of  D'Anville's  fleet  was  at  its 
height,  Gen.  Dwight's  Regiment  was  di- 
vided ;  five  companies  were  seat  to  Boston,  and  tive  were 
assigned  to  duty  on  the  western  frontiers.  Nothing  ap- 
pears to  show  to  which  section  Major  Pomeroy's  Company 
was  attached,  but  from  the  orders  of  Col.  Stoddard,  it 
seems  probable  that  it  remained  in  this  section. 
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Major  Seth  Pom-  Fluslied  with  the  hoTiorfs  of  LoTiisbtirg, 
eroy 'a Company,  Major  Pomcrov  entered  witli  much  zeal 
"Upon  fho.  [)i-oje('t(_Hl  ca.mpaifrn  against  Can- 
ada. Within  ten  months  after  his  rf>ti:irn  from  that  expe- 
dition, he  was  spncially  enj]^as:ed  in  raising  men  for  this 
undertaking.  The  invasion  of  Canada  had  always  been 
popular  with  tlie  pt  j  le,  and  in  less  than  sixty  days  he 
succeeded  in  enlisting  a  compauy  of  about  one  hundred 
soldiers.  The  officers  were  Nathaniel  Kellogg  and  William 
Lyman,  Lieutenants;  John  Stebbins,  Ensign;  Ebenezer 
Kingsley,  William  Smith,  T^^oah  Clap,  and  Elijah  Smith, 
Sergeants ;  Samuel  Lynde,  HezeMah  Smith,  John  Wait, 
Biohard  Wilde,  Corporals ;  Dayid  Darby  and  Noah  Pix- 
ley.  Drummers.  These  men  were  in  service  from  June, 
1716,  to  October,  1747.  The  company  was  then  re-enlisted 
for  sixty'ODe  days  more. 

It  it  Ordered  to  Nothing  is  known  of  the  rank  and  file,  and 
Parrae  the  In-  very  little  concorniiig  the  services  actually 
performed  by  this  company,  but  enough 
remains  to  prove  that  they  were  not  idle.  While  awaiting 
orders,  Major  Pomeroy's  headquarters  were  at  Northamp- 
ton. When  the  Canada  expedition  was  abandoned,  the 
soldiers  enlisted  from  this  section  were  employed  upon  the 
western  frontiers.  A  portion  of  tht.;  Ilamjtshire  Regiment 
was  detailed  in  April,  under  OoL  William  WUliams,  to  re- 
build Fort  Massachusetts,  and  it  is  possible  that  a  part  of 
the  Northampton  Company  was  among  thoj^e  troops.  June 
^3",  Brig. -Gen.  Josejih  D wight,  who  had  command  of  the 
western  division  of  the  MassachusHtts  soldiers,  was  at  Hat- 
field, and  wrote  to  Major  Pomeroy  that  about  oO  of  tlie 
enemy  had  been  discovered  upon  some  part  of  Gi  een  River, 
about  8  miles  from  Deerfield."  He  ordered  Major  Pomeroy 
to  immediately  rally  every  man  of  his  company,  able  to 
march  and  march  with  them ;  and  to  take  six  days'  pro- 
visions, adding  "  for  in  such  a  crowd  as  there  will  be  at 
Deerfield,  your  men  will  be  put  to  difficulty."  *  *  ''Your 
newtown  (Southampton)  must  be  cared  for  by  your  own 
officers,  I  mean  the  officers  of  the  town.  Men  are  hourly  ex- 
pected also  from  Connecticut,  who  may  supply  their  places. 
IJse  Dispatch.''    But  little  further  information  has  been 
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obtained  concerning  this  movement.  It  is  believed  that 
the  detachment  penetrated  into  Vermont,  "but  there  is  no 
indication  that  any  Indians  vrere<discovered. 

And  Afterwards  Scarcely  had  the  company  returned  from 
senttoHoomck.  thlfi  scout,  when  peremptory  orders  were 
received  to  march  to  Hoosack.  The  follow- 
ing letter  from  Col.  Stoddard,  found  among  the  Pomeroy 
papers,  undoubtedly  contained  the  orders  that  sent  them 
to  that  point.  Unfortunately  the  letter  is  without  date, 
but  it  fits  into  the  narrative  so  completely,  that  little  doubt 
exists  relative  to  the  time  of  its  writing :  — 

•'You  are  hereby  anthorizecl  and  directed  to  takp  charfre  of  the  men 
now  raised  for  his  Majesty's  special  service  aud  marcli  them  to  Deer- 
field,  so  seasonably  that  they  may  have  everythiug  iii  readiness  to  go 
from  thence  early  the  next  moniing. 

If  possihle  you  mnet  be  at  Horaewick  [Eoosuck  i  lorrow  in  case 
yon  hpar  nothing  that  renders  yonr  going  needless.  You  must  march 
the  men  with  care,  silence  aud  watchfulness  especially  in  straight  and 
difficult  passages. 

"  If  yoa  meet  with  any  of  the  enemy  yon  must  behave  with  gallant- 
ry. Don^t  loee  a  good  opportonity  either  through  rashness  or  fear.  If 
the  enmny  are  lately  drawn  off  probably  they  may  be  overtaken, 
especialiy  if  they  have  wounded  men.  Take  good  car©  to  avoid  am- 
bnshmentB  and  in  general  yoa  must  exercise  prudence  npon  every  new 
event  and  do  as  shall  appear  needful  on  all  nnf orseen  occurrences. 

I  am  yonr  Servant, 

John  ^oddart. 

**  To  Major  Seth  Pomeroy. 

If  any  of  the  men  don't  take  care  to  carry  a  week^s  pro* 
vision,  let  them  and  not  others  suffer  by  their  neglect." 

The  onrapany  at  WTiatevcr  may  have  been  tlio  occasion  of 
Foct  MassaiOiu-  the  march  to  Hoosack,  and  wliatevcr  the 
date  of  the  orders  to  maicii  tliitiier,  certain 
it  is  that  Major  Pomeroy  was  at  Fort  Massachusetts  in 
AngiiBt  of  that  year.  He  was  not  in  command  of  the  fort, 
a8  Major  Ephraim  Williams  had  been  assigned  to  that  po- 
sition in  June.  In  a  letter  to  Ms  wife,  dated  Fort  Massa- 
chnsetts,  August  3*,  1747,  Major  Pomeroy  writes  :  — 

'*  I  have  written  to  Lieut.  Kellogg  to  be  ready  to  come  for  my  relief 
with  twenty-five  or  thirty  men,  next  Monday  morniug.  If  he  comes  at 

that  time  T  shan't  want  any  thing  sent  to  me.  We  live  at  tliis  Fort 
vcf"}].  my  (hnner  yesterday  was  a  biscake,  suet  whortleberry  pudding 
and  a  good  piece  of  Corned  beef,  with  squashes  and  turnips^  no  cider, 
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but  a  good  appetite.  As  for  news  I  have  not  much  to  say,  bat  last 
Thnrsdaf  and  Friday  niglits  the  Indians  were  about  the  Fort.  I  liaye 
an  aoooiint  of  the  Indians  being  seen  three  tunes  since  in  the  day  time 
here,  bat  I  am  not  satisfied  wit&  any  one  of  than." 

And aftonraicts  in  ^  i't'W  moutlis  later  Major  Pomtjroy,  and 
.  apparently  Ms  wliole  coivipany.  were  in 
Boston.  He  writes  from  that  city  to  kis 
wife,  under  date  of  October  221^^  but  the  letter  contains  no 
alliision  to  his  military  duties.  About  two  weeks  after,  in 
another  letter  from  the  same  place,  he  announces  the 
**  good  news  *'  **  that  the  Canada  forces  are  dismissed  from 
the  service/*  and  that  "Divine  Providence  permitting  I 
will  be  at  home  next  week."  An  allusion  to  Lieut.  Kel- 
logg, who  wm  to  return  before  the  Major,  indicates  that  a 
portion  if  not  the  entire  company  were  with  him.  The 
transfer  of  Major  Pomeroy's  company  to  Boston  at  tliis 
time,  was  probably  ou  account  of  the  threatened  attack  on 
Boston  and  the  New  Slngland  coast,  by  the  French  fleet, 
under  De  la  Jonquiere. 

indi«n  DepiedMioDs  Scattering  parties  of  Indians  were  con- 
•*8«»«»wi>ton.     stantly  hovering  round  the  settlements 
during  the  year  1746,  stealing  and  destroy- 
ing  property,  but  no  person  was  slain  within  the  present 

limits  of  Northampton.  The  houses  of  Aaron  and  Blisha 
Clark  in  Southampton,  then  the  Second  Precinct  of  North- 
ampton, had  been  abandoned  because  of  the  threatened 
danger.  A  small  body  of  roving"  Indians  plnnderod  them 
August  25^^',  tearing  thr-  bods  in  pieces,  seizing  clothing  and 
provisions,  and  committing  other  depredations.  Fearing 
pUTSuit,  the  savages  fled  to  Pomeroy's  Mountain,  and  on 
the  west  side  of  it  wantonly  shmghtered  six  cattle  and  ono 
horse,  and  wounded  others.  Lieut.  Lyman  of  Northamp- 
ton was  on  the  ground  on  the  and  Lieut.  Bavid  Moee- 
ley  with  twenty-two  men  from  Westfield,  went  after  the 
marauders,  but  without  effect.  Intent  on  further  mischief, 
the  Indians,  about  two  weeks  afterwards,  laid  an  ambuscade 
near  the  houses  of  Ezra  Strong  and  John  Wait,  designing 
to  get  the  scalp  of  the  person  who  came  to  the  pasture 
after  the  cows  at  night.  They  drove  the  cows  to  the 
farther  side  of  the  lot.  and  while  trying  to  keep  them  there, 
were  discovered  and  iied. 
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An  Attack  n>?ar  Fort    Operations  were  continued  with  increased 
Maasaakusetts.      vigor  throngTiont  the  succeeding  year. 

During  the  winter,  the  fort  at  No.  4 
(Charlestown)  had  been  deserted,  and  several  <>f  the  settle- 
nients  in  Now  Hairij)shire  were  also  abandoned.  These 
towns  had  been  est^iblished  under  the  authority  of  Massa- 
chusetts, but  when  the  southern  boundary  line  of  New 
Hampshire  was  adjusted,  they  came  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  latter.  After  the  troops  from  Massachusetts  had 
been  withdrawn,  New  Hampshire  refused  to  replace  them* 
It  was  deemed  essential,  however,  that  these  defences 
should  be  maintained,  and  all  were  garrisoned.  While  the 
repairs  upon  Fort  Massachusetts  were  in  progress,  a  de« 
tachment  of  one  hundred  men  was  sent  to  Albany  for  sup- 
plies, and  the  Indians  aware  of  the  movement,  attempt e^d 
to  cut  of^  the  train  and  surprise  the  fort.  Three  hundred 
men  set  out  to  waylay  the  train,  and  as  many  more  pre- 
pared to  attack  the  fort.  The  former  division  struck  the 
trail  of  the  Albany  party  in  its  rear,  while  the  advance 
guard  of  the  English  coming  upon  the  '>t\wr  detachment, 
as  it  was  moving  to  attack  the  fort,  on  the  morning  of  May 
;i5*'',  gave  the  alarm  and  the  enemy  fled  without  a  blow, 

AttAck  on  Ko.  4     Adhering  to  the  policy  of  the  preceding 
Repntoed.  year,  the  French  continued  to  fit  out  de- 

tachments of  savages  commissioned  to 
carry  forward  the  bloody  work.  The  fort  at  Hinsdale,  N. 
H.,  was  surprised  and  partly  burned  in  March,  but  the 
assailants  were  driven  off.  A  determined  attack  was  made 
on  Fort  No.  4  early  in  April,  by  a  large  force  of  French 
and  Indians  und'^r  Sieur  Baptiste  Boucher  de  Niverville.  * 
The  fort  was  garrisoned  by  forty-nine  men  commanded 
by  Capt.  Phinehas  Stevens  of  SudV)ury.  an  earlv  settler 
and  afterwards  a  resident  of  Charlestown.  After  three 
days  of  continuous  fighting,  dnring  which  time  the  fort 
was  partially  burned,  de  Niverville  drew  off  his  forces  and 
disappeared.'   Among  the  gallant  soldiers,  who  success- 

1  BngUah  htotorlanii  give  the  name  of  this  officer  as  If .  Debeline,  but  no  saoh  name 
loanA  npon  the  French  reoorda,  and  In  the  N.  Y.  OolonJal  M88,  he  le  named  ae 

above. 

2  This  was  one  of  the  most  spirited  engagements  of  tlie  war.  It  is  graphlesUy  de- 

8crib(-ii  in  Hoyt'ii  Todian  Wars,  pp.  MS,  M5;  and  in  Parkman's  **Half  Century  ot 

Conflict,"  pp.  m-m. 
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fully  repulsed  tlie  enemy,  were  several  men  from  North- 
ampton.   Lieut.  William  Lyman  was  second  in  command, 

Noali  (Uapp  was  BeTgeant,  and  Jolm  Birge,  John  Pomeroy, 
TlliaiiKiT  8ti-ong.  and  Zadoc  Daiiks.  were  privates.  They 
were  soldiers  who  had  enlisted  for  the  ex])edition  against 
Canada.  After  this  defeat  the  enemy  on  their  liomeward 
march,  killed  soveral  men  in  the  vicinity  of  Northfield,  and 
destroyed  much  abandoned  property.* 

soidiera  »t  Fort  Liout.  Lyman,  after  the  desperate  fight  at 
MaMAohuBettB,  Charlostowu,  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Massachusetts  during  the  autumn  and  win« 
ter  following,  serving  in  that  capacity  from  November  to 
January.  His  company  consisted  of  forty-five  men,  of 
whom  the  following  eleven  were  from  Northampton  :  — 
Sergt.  Elisha  Hawle5%  Ebenezer  Clapp,  Ebenezer  Harvey, 
Joseph  MarchanTs,  John  Pomeroy,  EHshn  Warner.  Klislia 
Baker,  Bildad  Wright,  Silas  Clark,  Joseph  Root,  and 
Nathaniel  Edwards.  Lieut.  Elisha  Hawley  succeeded 
Lieut.  Tjyinaii  and  was  in  command  of  the  fori  during 
February  and  March.  Concerning  his  appointment,  Col. 
Stoddard  writes  in  March,  as  follows :  —  **  We  could  at  first 
get  no  better  officer  than  a  serg-nt,  afterwards  I  gave  a 
Lieut"^*  commission  to  Mr.  Elisha  Hawley,  who  is  the  only 
officer  there  at  present."  • 

Vaudreuirs  Fatiie  lu  July,  a  forco  of  one  thousand  Indians 
Bxpediuon.  and  two  hmidred  Frenclimen,  commanded 
by  Mons.  Kigand  do  Vaudreuil,  was  dis- 
patched from  Canada  to  protect  Fort  St.  Frederick  (Crown 
Point).  l*'inding  tlie  fort  in  no  danger,  he  |)iislied  on  and 
made  a  demonstration  against  Fort  Saratoga,  but  was 
driven  awa.y,  and  returuedj  without  attempting  further 
damage,  to  Fort  St.  Frederick.  A  scouting  party,  led  by 
Lieut.  Matthew  Clesson,  was  sent  out  from  Fort  Massachu- 
setts to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy.  They 
were  absent  twenty-two  days  and  i*eported  that  Vaudreuil 

1  "  On  their  return  they  burst  within  no  or  40  lea^^ies,  5  small  Corts  that  were 
Abaodoned,  8  meeilng-bouseti,  about  100  dwellings  moetly  of  two  storiea,  fomisbed 
even  to  cbests  of  drawers,  tbe  deooratlone  of  wblob  tbe  Indlaoa  oarrled  oft ;  several 

fine  barns,  an<!  killed  5  or  COO  islit  t  p  and  bogs,  and  about  80  horned  cattle.  Thin  de 
Taetation  is  well  worth  a  few  itrisouera  ox  «calps.''-'N.  Y.  Colonial         vol.  JL,  p.  97. 
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had  retreated.  DxiTing  the  same  month  op*^  man  was  killed 
at  Bernardston,  and  another  at  Colrain.  Scouting  detaclt- 
nieiits  made  up  i'rom  the  u])per  Hainpsliire  towns  and  from 
the  garrisons,  were  continually  patrolliii^j;  tlie  country  and 
tho  movements  of  the  enemy  were  closely  observed. 

other  co^uiUtiM.  Later  in  the  year  a  soldier  was  slain  near 
NortMeldy  a  man  captured  at  Hinsdale,  and 
Fort  Bridgman,  in  Vermont,  whicsh  had  "been  deserted,  was 
burned.  A  company  of  twelve  men,  descending  Connecti- 
cut Riyer  from  Charlestown,  was  attacked ;  two  were 
killed  one  wounded  and  another  made  prisoner. 

Eiisha  Clark  Rilled  ^''o  ludiaus  appeared  in  this  ^  icinity  till 
inSottUiampton.  late  in  Aiigust,  when  Eiisha  Clark,  living 
in  the  extreme  northwestern  part  of  the 
town  of  Poiit]i;tmi)t<m.  was  killed  by  them.  While  ho  was 
threshing  grain  in  his  barn,  at  an  early  liour  iu  the  morn- 
ing of  the  ^1?  ' ,  sixteen  Indians  crept  stealthily  \ip,  shot  and 
scalped  him,  leaving  his  body,  which  had  been  penetrated 
by  seven  ballets,  carefully  covered  with  straw.  The  enemy 
immediately  fled,  wantonly  destroying  as  they  went  such 
cattle  and  other  stock  as  came  in  their  way.  They  en* 
camped  the  next  night  near  the  house  formerly  owned  by 
liToah  Strong  in  Westhampton,  where  they  left  standing 
sixteen  poles,  which  were  supposed  to  indicate  the  strength 
of  the  J  arty.  A  company  of  thirty-six  men  under  Lieut. 
Eldad  Taylor  of  Westfield,  started  in  pursuit.  The  men 
were  ail  from  Westfield,  with  the  exception  of  Haines 
Kingsley,  who  was  a  native  of  l^orthampt^on.  These  sol- 
diers were  paid  for  tliii  1  y-seven  <layp'  service,  but  they  did 
not  succeed  in  overtaking  the  enemy. 

St. Biein Woondeci  111  October,  a  scouting  party  of  three  per- 
•nd  Ezehauged.  sons,  riding  from  Fort  Dunimer  to  North- 
field,  fell  in  with  and  wounded  the  com- 
mander of  a  detachment  of  French  and  Indians.  This 
party  consisted  of  forty  savages,  who  started  from  Canada 
in  September.  They  had  just  gone  forward  to  slaughter 
cattle,  and  their  leader  remained  behind  in  charge  of  their 
packs.  The  cadet  in  command  of  this  force  was  Pierre  Balm- 
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bault  St.  Blein. '  The  wounded  officer  fainted  after  surren- 
derin g.  and  the  seoiitF?  supposed  liim  to  be  mortally  wonnded. 
Fearing  that  the  Tiidiaiis,  alarined  by  the  firing,  would 
soon  return,  they  left  their  prisoner  and  made  fjuick  time- 
to  tlioir  destination.  Starting  hurriedly  homeward,  the- 
savaf^es  carried  their  wounded  commander  a  short  distance 
and  then  abandoned  him.  After  wandering  four  days,  he- 
approached  I^orthfield  and  surrendered.  He  was  carried 
to  Boston,  where  his  wound  was  cured  in  a  short  time. 
The  next  year,  Gov.  Shirley,  desirous  of  exchanging  pris- 
oners, dispatched  Lieut. -Col.  Hawks,  and  a  small  party  to 
Canada  with  the  prisoner,  St.  Blein.  An  arrangement  was 
speedily  effected  l)y  which  two  men.  Samuel  Allen,  cap- 
tured at  the  Bars,^'  and  Nathaniel  Blake,  made  prisoner 
at  Keene,  were  exchanged  for  the  French  commander,  and 
Hawks  returned  in  May,  1749.  Young  Allen  seems  to 
have  V)eeii  greatly  fascinated  with  Indian  life,  and  it  was 
onlv  by  force  that  he  conhi  be  brought  away  from  aTnong- 
his  newly  adopted  friends.  In  ISToveinber  a  party  of  In- 
dians surpi  ist  <i  twelve  men  in  the  vicinity  of  Ino,  4,  killed 
three  of  them  and  captured  a  fourth. 

FortBnatiiiBaai-    In  April  a  fort  was  built  at  Jonathan 
bamptoii.  Clapp's,  in  what  is  now  known  as  Bast- 

hampton,  for  protection  against  the  Indians^ 
Major  Clapp  resided  near  the  homestead  more  recently 
occupied  by  the  late  Ansel  Bartlett.  This  fort  cost  upwarda 
of  one  hundred  days*  labor,  including  team-work.  The 
price  of  labor  was  then  8s.  per  day  old  tenor,  and  the  work 
was  chiefly  performed  by  men  who  lived  in  that  part  of  the- 
town.  Soldiers  and  citizens  labored  together  in  this  occu- 
pation under  the  superintendence  of  Lieut.  William  Ly* 
man,  Major  Joseph  Ilawley,  and  Sorgt.  Smitli.  The  fol- 
lowing named  soldiers  were  emphiyed  in  this  work,  viz.  :  — 
Zadoo  Danks,  Samuel  Janes^  Ebeuezer  Glapp,  Ebeuezer 
Harvey,  Benjamin  Eastman,  Isaac  Goodale,  Philip  Rich- 
ardson, Jonathan  Stone  [Strong],  John  Warner,  John 

1  For  a  fall  Mooant  of  this  incident,  Me  Sheldon's  Bietory  of  Deerfleld,  vP.  S54> 

56ft.  H5storlat5S  have  piren  thp  nanr^  fts  Raimbanlt,  Rainhnp,  nnA  Simblln,  hut  Mr. 
Shelduu  lias  found  ample  evideuce  that  hia  real  uanie  was  given  obovts,  Pierre 
Baimbault  St  Bletn.  Naturally  the  last  name,  St.  Blein,  might  Iwre  been  and  un- 
donbtedly  wme  tiroiUNittoed  Simblin,  trbUe  the  former,  silled  prosonnood,  migh^ 
leadlljr  take  the  varlatlone  given. 
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Birge,  Aaron  Bartlett,  Joseph  Marchaat,  Asahel  Judd, 
Ithamar  Strons:.  Six  of  these  men  had  seen  service  at 
Fori  Massachusetts. 

Soldiers'  Tases     In  August,  1747,  the  town  voted  to  release 
Atwtsd.  the  men  who  had  been  in  the  service  the 

year  previuu?>^  from  their  poll-taxes.  Under 
this  order  the  taxes  of  twenty-six  men  were  abated.  Only 
the  names  of  the  following  soldiers,  seventeen  in  num- 
ber, have  been  preserved :  — Orlando  Bridgman,  Elisha 
Hawley,  Lient.  William  Lyman,  Caleb  Strong,  Thomas 
8tarr,  Gideon  Parsons,  Lieut.  Samuel  Olapp,  Samuel  Clark, 
William  Wait,  Abraham  Miller,  Samuel  Janes,  Capt. 
Roger  Clapp,  Ens.  John  Clapp,  Edward  Coates,  Preserved 
Bartlett,  Waitstill  Strong,  Robert  Danks. 

UBsat.isfactnry  Con-    Thc  ycar  1748,  was  one  of  disaster  anr!  dis- 
dirion  of  Affwrs.      couragemeiit.     F 1  v  i  n  g   detachments  of 
Freiicli   and   Indians,  gathering  a  scalp 
here,  a  prisoner  there,  and  plunder  everywhere,  buzzed 
about  the  settlements,  quickly  disappearing  when  a  hand 
was  stretched  to  smite  them.   The  tone  of  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  military  officers  in  command  in  this  section  was 
despondent.    People  were  disheartened  and  dispirited. 
Enlistments  were  tardy,  the  forts  insufficiently  manned, 
and  with  difficulty  provisioned.  Discontent  existed  in  some 
of  the  upper  towns  in  reference  to  the  amounts  allowed  for 
billeting  the  soldiers,  provisions  were  dear  and  scarce,  the 
commanding  officers  did  not  always  act  in  harmony,  and 
altogether  matters  on  the  western  frontiers  were  not  in 
a  very  promising  condition.    In  some  of  the  more  exposed 
towns  it  was  impossible  to  sow  grain  in  the  spring,  for 
lack  of  guards  to  protect  the  workmen,  and  provisions  had 
to  be  Invnig-ht  from  AYesttield.    Constant  complaints  were 
made  by  the  officers  that  the  men  were  insufficiently  paid, 
and  that  they  were  unwilling  to  run  the  risks  of  the  cam- 
paign on  such  slender  compensation.  Beinf  orcements  were 
expected  from  Connecticut,  but  only  about  one  half  of  the 
number  promised  ever  appeared.   Major  Williams  writes 
to  Gov.  Shirley,  July  16*^  :  —  "  The  business  of  the  soldiery 
is  chiefly  to  guard  provisions  to  the  several  garrisons.— Our 
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case  is  miserable  and  the  enemy  triumph."  After  the 

death  of  Col.  Stoddard,  officers  of  the  Counectlciit  troops 
paid  little  attention  to  the  orders  of  the  Massachusotto 

eomraanders,  one  of  them  declaring  that  he  would  obey  no 
orders  except  tliose  from  Hartford.  Maii\'  of  the  war  par- 
ties sent  out  f I'om  Canada  this  year,  were  of  crreater 
strength  than  liefore,  and  they  were  generally  .successful. 
Kumbers  of  pei*sou8  were  killed  and  many  others  carried 
into  captivity.  • 

BeaAhocooLJoiiii    Another  great  misfortune  befell  the  Bay 
stoddahL  Colony,  this  year,  in  the  death  of  Col.  Stod- 

dard, which  occurred  on  the  lO**"  of  June. 
He  was  in  Boston  attending  a  session  of  the  Legislature 
when  taken  sick,  and  he  died  within  a  few  davs.  For 
many  years  he  had  been  at  the  liead  of  affairs  in  tbis  part 
of  the  colony,  and  his  loss  was  severely  felt.  Major  Israel 
Williams  writing  to  iSecretary  Wiliard,  under  date  of  June 
26*%  says  :  —  ' 

"  We  an  now  like  aheepwitluntt  a  shepherd.  •  *  •  God  has  been 
pleaeed  to  take  him  (who  was  fan  a  great  measnie  our  wisdom  end 

strength,  and  glory),  from  us  at  a  time  when  we  conld  least  spare  him." 
Rev.  Timothy  Woodbridge,  in  a  letter  to  Capt.  Ephraim  Williams, 
dated  Hatfield,  July  21**,  174b,  says  :  —  "  What  anoUe  example  has  that 
great  and  good  man,  Ool.  Stoddard,  left  every  military  officer  who  had 
the  happiness  to  he  acqnainted  with  him ;  hie  justice,  integrity,  and  up- 
righ^^rif^B?  IT!  his  condTict,  his  virtue  and  piety,  so  loved  now  he  is  gone, 
that  his  enemies  are  obliged  to  join  in  bis  praises  ;  and  while  I 
mentioii  timt  great  man,  whose  faoe  we  shall  see  no  more,  I  would  drop 
a  tear  with  yon  over  his  grave.  I  know  his  death  most  sentdbly  tonch 
you.  Your  friend,  a  friend  of  his  country,  a  great  benefactor  to  man- 
kind,  is  gone.  Let  his  shining  example  oontinnaUy  live  with  us.*' 

Bto  8aoo0S8or  Ap-    Col.  Eleazar  Porter  of  Hadley  was  the  offi- 
pointed.  cer  next  in  rank  to  Col.  Stoddard,  and  was 

entitled  to  the  position  of  oommaxider  of 
the  Hampsbiie  forces.  He  received  the  appointment^  but 
it  was  supposed  that  he  woidd  decline  the  position.  Rev. 
Timothy  Woodbridge  accurately  sized  him  up  when  he 
said  that  Ool.  Porter  "had  no  genius  for  war.'*  He  soon 
resigned  and  Ool.  Israel  Williams  of  Hatfield  was  oommis- 
sioned.  In  a  ccepting  he  modestly  bewails  his  inability  to 
supply  the  place  of  the   great  and  wise  Ool.  Stoddard." 
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Col.  Dwis'ht  s  sog.    Col.  Joseph  Owight  of  Brookfield  in  a  letter 
gegtions.  f  o  fhe  Seorptarv  piia:8:psteri  that  it  was  "  time 

for  the  govfriimont  to  f'xert  its  power.  &  if 
need  be  raise  half  the  militia  of  the  province.  1  beg  we 
may  have  1000  men  to  drive  the  woods  &  pursue  the  enemy 
even  to  Crown  Point ;  and  perhaps  it  would  be  best  to  give 
£1000  for  a  scalp.  Why  should  we  lie  still  and  do  noth- 
ing ?  "  He  also  suggested  that  volunteers  might  readily  be 
obtained,  and  urged  the  government  to  do  something.  His 
letter  was  dated  July  16^.  Two  days  afterwards,  acting 
Qov.  Phipps  sent  him  orders  to  raise  a  company  of  volun- 
teers, accompanied  by  commissions  signed  in  blank  for  its 
officers.  Acting  prom  ptl  \  under  this  authority,  he  speedily 
raised  a  company,  and  within  a  month  lead  it  on  a  scouting 
expedition.  Col.  Dwight  held  a  command  in  the  army  de- 
signed for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  which  had  been  dis- 
])ande(l  (hu'iner  tlie  j)re\-ious  year,  and  doubtless  found 
many  of  his  old  soldiers  ready  for  f m-ther  service. 

A  Series  ot  Di»a»-    A  number  of  misfortunes  fol  lowed  each 
ten.  other  in  quick  succession  in  1748.    On  the 

13*"  of  May,  Oapt.  Eleazar  Melvin  with 
eighteen  men  went  "out  upon  a  scalping  design."  They 
were  absent  between  two  and  three  weeks,  saw  and  fired  at 
some  Indians  in  canoes,  killing  one  and  wounding  another, 
near  Fort  Frederick  (Crown  Point).  A  party  was  sent 
from  the  fort  in  pursuit,  but  Melvin  eluded  them.  But 
afterwards,  supposing  himself  safe,  vigilance  was  relaxed, 
he  was  surprised,  five  of  his  men  were  killed,  and  one 
wounded.  Leaving  their  wounded  comrade.  Joseph  Petty 
of  Northfield,  Melvin  luv]  the  survivors  of  liis  party,  mad© 
the  best  of  their  way  to  i-'(3rt  Dummer.  A  (lelachiiient 
sent  out  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  found  and  buried  Petty  s 
body,  but  saw  no  Scivages. 

On  the  16*^  of  June,  a  company  of  fourteen  men,  en 
route  from  Col.  Hinsdale's  Fort  at '  Ashuelot  to  Fort  Dum- 
mer, fell  inte  an  ambuscade ;  four  of  them  were  killed,  six 
carried  captive  to  Canada,  and  four,  one  of  them  wounded, 
escaped. 

Ten  days  later,  Capt.  Hobbs,  commanding  forty  men, 
while  marching  from  "No,  4,  Charlestown,  to  Fort  Shirley 
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in  Heath,  was  attacked.   The  fic^ht  lasted  four  hours,  when 
tJie  enemy  fled.   Three  men  were  killed  and  four  ^v^ounded. 
On  the  19^**  of  July,  Col.  Willard  writes  from  Fort  Dum- 

nier  to  Gov.  Shirley  as  Follows  : -— 

•*  About  17  men  going  from  Northfield  to  Ashuclot,  by  v.-iv  of  Fort 
Dummer  (10  of  them  to  supply  place  of  10  killed  and  taken  June  16), 
were  attacked  within  half  a  mile  of  Fort  Dnmmer,  and  wifhin  a  few 
rods  of  the  sjKit  where  the  10  were  killed  or  taken.  This  was  on  the 
11'*'  of  July.  4  are  fontid  dead  and  P  inis«iTiiT.  '?  '^scaped  to  Col.  Hins- 
dale's garrison  and  2  to  Fort  Dummer.  Number  of  the  euemy  100  or 
more." 

These  iiien  were  under  command  of  Sergt.  Thomas  Tay- 
lor, who  with  nine  others  was  carried  to  Canada. 

In  a  letter  written  troni  Hatheld,  July  2A,  Major  laruei 
Williams  states: — ''Before  sunrise  yesterday,  6  Indians 
killed  Aaron  Belding  in  Northfield  Town  street  and  scalped 
Mm.  The  people  were  generally  in  bed.  They  got  tip  and 
followed  after  them,  bnt  to  no  pnrpoee." 

OoL  Ephraim  Williams  gives  the  following  account  of  a 
fight  ^vlt]l  f  he  enemy  in  a  letter  to  Major  Israel  Williams, 
dated  Fort  Massachusetts,  August  2*,  1748  :  — 

"  Omr  eoont  to  Scatloook  was  followed  In  hy  the  enemy,  md  they  have 

o'bsf»'-ved  oar  motions  BTf?r  since ;  but  the  guard  T  sent  to  Deerfleld  to 
bring  stores  arrived  yesterday,  40  men  with  Lt.  S^rmme»  and  Hawl^ 
— [They]  made  no  discovery  from  Deerfield  here.  Today  I  saspected 
hy  motions  of  dogs  &c.,  an  amhnsh*  abont  40  rods  from  the  fort,  be> 
tween  the  fort  and  where  we  cross  the  riyer  to  go  to  Deecfield,  ordered 
men  to  be  ready.  They  fired  at  our  dog,  and  next  at  some  men  that 
had  gone  out  uoknown  to  me,  who  retorued  the  fire.  We  then  made  a 
sally  with  about  85  men  to  sare  those  men  that  were  ont,  engaged  the 
enemy  10  minntes  &  drove  them  off  the  ground,  upon  which  an  am- 
bush of  men  about  10  rods  oflF  and  partly  between  ns  and  thp  fort, 
rose  on  our  risrht  wing  &  disciharged  a  vollfv  npon  ns.  We  retreated 
fighting  into  the  fort,  which  they  attacked  immediately.  I  ordered  the 
men  to  their  poets  &  played  witii  onr  oaanon  &  small  arms  for  1% 
hours  by  the  glass.  They  then  retreated  by  degrees  Sb  so  drew  ofT 
How  many  we  killed  or  wounded  I  know  not,  but  we  lia«1  some  fair  • 
shots,  and  they  not  over  15  rods  oZ,  &  some  at  7  rods.  We  had  none 
killed  &  but  8  wounded,  but  9  of  them  mortally  I  fear.  The  men 
wounded  are  Lt.  Hawley,  Samuel  Abbot,  Eaekiel  Wells.  Lt.  Hawley 
is  shot  through  the  c&li  of  his  leg  with  a  biu  kshot.  bone  not  hurt. 
Abbot  is  shot  below  his  navel. ^  and  Wells  in  his  hipps.  Strange  that 
we  should  receive  at  least  200  shot  iu  the  open  field,  retreat  40  rods, 
and  but  2  men  wounded  (for  Abbot  was  not  out). 
1  Ha  liTedbatafewdays. 
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"Jndge  the  enemy  between  ?00  and  300,  chiefly  Indians,  thongh  I 
bedieve  there  were  30  Freucli  among  tkem.  Some  taUced  good  English. 
All  onrs  heibaved  like  good  addles,  no  man  flinched.  Blessed  be  Qod 
we  have  to  sing  of  mercy  as  well  as  jndgment."  * 

The  attacking  party  consisted  of  ninety  domiciliated  In« 
dians  and  forty-six  Canadians,  who  were  commanded  by 
CSievalier  Jean  Boucher  de  Niverville,  the  same  officer  who 
so  iinsnccessfully  attacked  Fort  No.  4  the  year  previous. 
In  his  report  he  states  that  most  of  his  men  wore  sick  and 
fought  indiflferently  ,  "  so  that  there  were  killed  but  5  Eng- 
lishmen, and  only  two  of  his  own  party  were  wounded.'** 

Lieut.  Hawiey.      Lieut.  Ellsha  Hawley,  who  was  wounded  in 

tills  fight,  was  the  only  T^orthainpton  man 
in  the  oommand.  He  was  a  brother  of  Major  Joseph  Haw- 
ley, and  had  l)eeii  previonf=!ly  in  charge  of  the  p<»st,  having 
been  commissioned  a  Tjieutenant  by  CoL  Stoddard,  wJien 
he  wanted  some  one  tor  ttiai  purpose. 

Scout  by  Col.  Dwigbt.  On  the  7*"  of  August,  presumably  when 

the  news  of  this  attack  was  received,  Col. 
Joseph  Dwight  and  a  company  of  ninety-nine  men  were 
sent  out  upon  a  scouting  expedition,  but  its  destination  is 
not  given.  An  account  of  this  expedition  may  be  found 
in  the  following  letter  from  Major  Joseph  Hawley*  to  his 
brother  Elisha,  who  had  been  wounded  a  few  days  before 
at  Fort  Massachusetts :  — 

"Deerfiold.  Ang.  19,  17-18. 
•»  Dear  Brother— I  am  now  at  Deerfield  with  CoL  Dwight  of  Brook- 
field,  about  10  of  the  dock,  a.  m.  We  came  yesterday  ftom  North- 
ampt<",  with  29  good  men  enlisted  yolnntarily  nnder  s'd  Oo"  with  a  de- 
sign to  endeavor  to  scour  the  frontier,  viz :  Maj.  Seth  Pomeroy,  Capt. 
Jno.  Lyman,  Lt.  Noah  Wright,  Ensig"  Gideon  Lyman,  Ens.  Timothy 
Dwight,  Jos.  Hawley  Orent.  All  other  private  men  to  the  above  num- 
her,  among  which  is  Noah  Lyman,  there  are  about  80  come,  and  coming 
from  all  y«  parts  of  Hadley,  16  to  come  this  forenoon  from  Hatf  ^  a 
number  from  Springfield.  44  from  Broolvfield,  Western  and  Hardwii^k, 
who  got  to  NoTthf  J  V)y  way  of  y'  Eastern  front,  Monday  or  Tuesday  ; 
lUO  more  Col.  Chandler  sent  who  we  tsappose  reached  Northf'*  yester- 
day. All  of  which  with  some  we  design  to  take  from  these  upper 

1  Tlii«  lotter       be  found  In  thb  above  Abildged  form  In  tbe  Judd  M8S. 

S  New  Tork  mstorioal  USS.,  vol.  X.,  p.  177. 

3  Havley  MSS.  in  Baooroft  CoUeotion,  Lenox  library,  K.  Y. 
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Towns  will  make  near  250.  The  plan  of  operations  is  not  yet  settled^ 
bat  what  seems  to  be  concerting  is  to  send  to  7*  fort  and  Ko.  4,  to  warn 
yon  for&with  to  join  on  West  river  to  intercept  and  expect  them  on 
their  return  home,  whfle  we  soonre  *em  firom  7*  frontier.'' 

The  letter  closes  ^th  the  mentioii  of  Misha's  wound, 
a  recommendation  from  his  mother,  and  an  allusion  to 
some  **  sarve." 

This  Expedition  Scarce  any  other  aUnsion  has  hem  found  to 
UDaotio«4.  this  expedition,  more  formidable  in  regard 
to  numbers  than  any  that  had  been  organ- 
ized in  this  section  during  the  war.  It  did  not  succeed, 
however,  in  overtaking'  the  enemy.  The  men  wore  un- 
doubtedly enlisted  Ijy  Col.  Dwight  under  the  authority 
is.suod  by  Gov.  Phipp.s  in  July,  and  the  desii^n  of  *' scour- 
in^:  'em  from  the  frontier,"  was  in  accordance  with  tht> 
recouinieudatiou  of  Col.  Dwight  to  the  authorities  iu  his 
letter  of  the  16^.  It  was  the  last  effort  of  the  war,  as  the 
proclamation  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities  was  received 
before  the  soldiers  returned.  The  troops  were  paid  for 
twelve  days'  service. 

Lett«r  ttottk  ibjor  On  the  5*^  of  Aug^st,  Major  Israel  Williama 
ittMiwmiaias.  writes  to  Secretary  Willard,  enclosing  the 
letter  from  Capt.  Ephraim  Williams,  recit- 
ing the  attack  upon  fort  Massachusetts.  He  says  :  —  "  The 
enemy  are  discovered  almost  daily  in  all  parts  of  the  fron- 
tiers. Our  enemies  are  not  in  a  lethargy,  though  gome  are 
ready  to  think  we  are  so."  Again  ho  writes  :  —  ** Upwards 
of  50  persons  have  been  killed  or  captured  on  our  westeiTi 
frontier  the  last  spring  aiid  this  summer,  most  of  them  sol- 
diers, and  several  severely  wounded." 

Most  of  the  River  Little  direct  suffering  from.  Indian  incur- 
Towns  BsMp«.  8ions  was  inflicted  upon  the  lower  river 
towns  this  year.  Occasionally  a  small 
scouting  party  would  penetrate  the  settlements  and  leave 
its  mark.  Within  the  limits  of  the  present  town  of  North- 
ampton no  outrages  were  committed.  In  the  Precinct  of 
Southampton  one  casualty  occurred,  with  temporary  bad 
results  to  the  people  of  that  section. 
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NoahPix!  )  Kiiiod  Early  in  May,  Noah  Pixley,  who  lived  in 
at 8©utbampton.  Boiithamptou.  was  Tcnied  in  the  highway, 
while  reiaming  from  the  pahitnre  to  which 
he  had  just  (h'iven  Ins  cows.  The  iiidians  fired  four  or  five 
shots  at  Pixloy,  wounding  hiTTj  in  the  arm.  He  ran  some 
distance,  hut  was  overtaken,  tomahawked  and  scal[ied,  the 
savages  cutting  off  part  of  his  skull  in  their  haste,  iu 
their  flight  the  Indians  stopped  at  the  house  of  Samuel 
Burt,  which  had  been  deserted,  but  only  slight  damage 
was  done  there.  A  party  of  thirteen  men  under  Sergt. 
Hawks  of  Deerfield  immediately  started  in  pursuit  of  the 
marauders,  marching  as  far  as  the  Dutch  settlements  at 
Hooeack,  designing  to  intercept  them.  They  were  gone 
four  days,  but  aa  usual  saw  no  Indians.  A  company  of 
thirty  men,  under  Major  Williams,  was  stationed  at  New- 
hampton  and  Blandford,  from  June  to  October  81^^  In 
this  company  were  several  Northampton  men  whose  names 
have  been  heretofore  mentioned. 


Southampton  De-    Tlie  inhabitants  of  Newhampton,  as  it  was 
«eirt«d.  frequently  called  in  the  military'  correspond- 

ence of  that  day,  were  panic-stricken  hy 
this  disaster,  and  abandoneci  the  settlement.  Most  of  them 
came  from  Northampton,  and  before  the  middle  of  May, 
the  majority  of  them  ]i;id  returned  to  their  old  homes. 
Rev.  JoiiaLhan  Judd,  the  minister,  moved  all  hiis  "house- 
hold stuff"  to  Suffield,  where  he  had  relatives,  on  the  14*'' 
of  May,  and  did  not  again  occupy  his  house  in  Southamp- 
ton till  the  23^  of  December.  Seven  families  returned  in 
July,  remaining  there  as  a  garrison  during  the  summer. 
Before  snow  began  to  fly,  nearly  all  the  settlers  were  back 
on  their  homesteads. 


Peace  Ddoiared.  On  the  18"^  of  October,  1748,  peace  be- 
tween England  and  France  was  signed  at 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  but  the  Indians  were  not  Immediately 
quieted,  and  occasional  raids  were  made  by  them  till  the 
following  year,  vrhen  peace  was  signed  with  the  eastern 
tribes,  Oct.  17, 1749. 


164 


HISTORY  OF  NOBTHAMPTOK, 


[1748. 


LonKbiiDcoiTMkVp.    Peftce  wss  pupcliased  with  Louisbupg. 

The  r^x-^^9i'r^n  of  that  fortress  and  the 
Island  of  Cape  Breton  tu  Fi  ant-e  was  the  price  paid  for  the 
short  eessatioTi  of  hostilities  that  £oilowed.  That  this 
strongliold,  won  1)Y  the  valor  of  the  Cf)lonies,  should  be 
returned  to  its  former  owners,  was  peculiarly  galling  to  the 
pride  of  New  England,  soothed  though  it  was  hy  the  pay- 
ment of  a  round  sum  of  money  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Province,  to  cover  the  .expenses  of  the  campaign. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 


COL.  JOHN  STODDARD. 

First Appeuanoo.      JoHN,  eighth  child  and  fourth  son  of  Kev. 

Solomon  Stoddard,  horn  Fel)ruary7*\  168J, 
first  conies  into  this  narrative  on  the  niorniiig  oi'  February 
29^^,  170|,  when  the  "French  and  Indians  carried  death 
and  destruction  into  the  little  hamlet  of  Deerfield.  From 
that  time  onward  the  history  of  the  times  is  the  biog- 
raphy  of  the  man.  The  many  important  affairs,  already 
detailed^  in  which  he  was  a  prominent  actor,  not  only 
afford  an  insight  into  his  character,  bnt  place  him  upon 
the  record  as  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  genera^ 
tion.  Little  remains,  therefore,  but  to  sketch,  in  a  general 
way,  the  most  important  among  the  many  and  diversified 
duties  he  was  called  upon  to  discharge  during  a  public  life 
covering  a  period  of  nearly  fifty  years. 

CtoiduaUoa  &ad     At  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  in  1701,  he 
Early  Lif«.  graduated  at  Harvard  College  with  an 

average  record  as  a  student  and  without 
exhibiting  in  any  marked  degree  the  real  talent  so  conspic- 
uous in  after  years.  Neither  is  there  any  intimation  that 
he  adopted  the  usual  course  of  country  graduates,  and  be- 
came a  teacher,  or  that  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  the 
law.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  spent  the  immediate 
years  after  graduation  at  his  home  in  Northampton,  enter- 
ing with  earnestness  upon  the  various  projects  and  affairs 
that  engrossed  the  attention  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 

Stirring  Mid  Uo-    The  yeari?  following  his  graduation  were 
ueafcous  Timet.     fiii[  Qf  nionientous  events,  and  he  stepped 
from  the  exclusiveness  of  college  life  into 
the  rapid  whirl  of  active  and  restless  human  passion.  His 
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caroor  as  a  soldier  was  ushered  in  by  one  of  tlie  most  fero- 
cioxis  and  bloody  encounters  of  tliat  cruel  and  relentless 

•warfare,  in  lyhich  he  was  subsequently  called  to  bear  a  con- 
spicuous part.  Political  and  economic  questions  of  N  ital 
interest  to  the  colony  were  constantly  claiming  attention 
during  Ins  entire  collegiate  course,  and  lie  could  not  have 
been  indifferent  to  their  significance. 

Miutary  Hooota.  When  barely  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
enlisted  in  the  train  band  of  Northampton, 
and  was  soon  after  in  active  service.  His  ability  as  a  sol- 
dier and  an  officer  was  speedily  recognized,  and  promotion 
was  not  delayed.  At  every  new  ontbrealt  of  hostilities, 
when  men  of  military  capacity  were  needed,  Col.  Stoddard 
received  greater  honors.  Common  soMier  in  1704 ;  Captain 
in  1706  ;  Major  in  1713  ;  Colonel  in  1721 ;  Commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Western  Department  in  1744,  he  proved  him- 
self everywhere  the  riglit  man  in  the  right  place.  Gov. 
Dummer,  recognizing  his  capacity,  soon  employed  him  in 
diplomatic  service.  In  1713,  when  he  had  attained  only  the 
rank  of  Major,  he  was  sent  on  a  difficult  and  perplexing 
mission  to  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  for  the 
release  and  exchange  of  the  English  prisoners  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  French  and  Indians.*  ''This  delicate  and 
very  important  commission  he  executed  in  such  a  manner, 
as  to  recommend  himself  highly  to  the  Govemonr  of  Can- 
ada, and  to  produce  a  general  satisfaction  throughout  his 
own  country."  ■ 

Saieetnuui.  His  abilities  were  eany  recognized  by  his 

townsmen,  and  he  was  honored  by  them 
with  many  offices  of  trust  and  importance.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-four,  he  was  first  chosen  a  member  of  the  board  of 
Selectmen,  and  the  record  shows  the  prefix  of  Mr.  to  his 
name^  a  mark  of  distinction,  seldom  in  those  days  accorded 
to  one  so  young.  He  was  sixteen  times  reflected  selectman 
during  the  remaining  thirty-two  years  of  his  life.  In  1743, 
he  had  a  superfluity  of  titles,  being  named  on  the  record  as 
Hon.  John  Stoddard  Esq.    Afterwards  he  is  repeatedly 

1    Vol.  1,  p.  534. 

»  DwJght's  Travels,  vol,  1,  p.  881. 
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called  John  Stoddard  Esq.,  but  that  was  after  he  became 
by  common  consent  ''Squire  Stoddard''  to  all  the  village 
people. 

R«pr«8eiitatiTe,  and  In  171*1,  lie  was  first  choson  rc|)resentative 
otb«ri>utiM,  to  the  General  Court.  ]le  was  seventeen 
times  re-elected  to  rliat  !)Ositioii.  ;in<l  was 
serving  lu  it  wiien  his  death  occurred.  When  a  Candida Le, 
he  suffered  defeat  on  some  occasions  owing  to  local  feuds. 
In  1722,  he  was  selectman,  representative,  and  moderator 
of  town>meeting8  in  Northampton,  besides  being  engaged 
in  government  work  at  the  extreme  western  limit  of  the 
Province.  Of  tener  than  any  of  his  contemporaries  was  he 
chosen  moderator  of  town-meetings,  probably  being  elected 
to  that  office  whenever  present.  In  twenty-two  different 
years,  from  1716  to  his  death,  he  was  called  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  citizens  of  Northampton  in  town- 
meeting  assembled. 

Town  Clerk.  Greatly  interested  in  the  ihii'd  and  perma- 

nent settlement  of  Northfield,  though  never 
a  resident  of  that  place,  he  was  for  eight  years,  from  1715 
to  l72o,  annually  cho^jun  its  town  clerk.  In  recognition  of 
his  services  in  this  capacity  he  was  granted  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  that  town,  in  1719. 

coancuior.  He  was  a  member  of  "  His  Majesty's  Coun- 

cil for  the  Province  of  Massachusetts,"  in 
1724,  1727,  and  1728.  On  account  of  his  peculiar  senti- 
ments^ considerable  opposition  was  developed  against  him, 
and  he  failed  of  an  election  on  several  occasions.  Rather 
than  continue  the  fight,  he  declined  being  longer  a  candi- 
date for  that  office,  contenting  himself  with  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Depniies.  when  the  people  saw  fit  to  elect  him. 
In  only  nine  of  tlie  twenty  ycarii  of  life  that  remained  to 
him,  did  the  citizens  of  Northampton  permit  him  to  be 
absent  from  that  body. 

1  "He  hftd  been  a«ver»l  years  member  of  the  council,  but  being  in  tmrwc  of  tbe 
pretogsMve,  itenenlly  met  vlth  great  oppoflitlon,  aad  bafing  been  dlress  times  left 

out.  ho  at  length  declinf  d  being  any  longt-r  the  subjc-ot  of  ooiit«*ation.  auii  Ohoee  a 
seat  la  the  bouse,  bis  town  tMnking  It  e  fATor  tbat  be  would  represent  tbem.*  — 
Hutobinaoo,  rol  8,  p.  88& 
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sngaged  in  Layiiig  Little  public  hxisiness  of  importance  was 
Out  New  Towns.  transacted,  especially  in  this  region,  in 
which  he  was  not  called  to  participate. 
The  record  of  his  services  already  presented,  exhibits  only 
in  part  the  multifarioiis  labors  that  fell  to  his  lot.  In  1733, 
when  townships  were  petitioned  for  on  the  Honsatonnnck, 
Col.  Stoddard  and  Ebenezer  Pomeroy  were  members  of  a 
committee  to  divide  the  tracts  granted,  and  lay  them  out. 
From  this  section  five  towns  and  parts  of  three  otliers  were 
established.  Again  in  1735,  in  connection  with  CoL  Israel 
Williams,  he  bought  of  the  Indians  ten  miles  square  of 
land  above  Fort  Dumnier,  on  Deer  field  River.  The  next 
year  Tie  was  engaged  with  Ebei)e7:ei"  Pomeroy  and  Tlioiiias 
Ingersoll  in  laying  out  a  township  (Stockbridge),  at  Hous- 
atonnuck.  He  had  charge  of  the  settlement,  and  did  much 
towards  establishing  the  celebrated  Indian  mission  there, 
subsequently  presided  over  by  Rev.  Jonathau  Edwards. 

BmpioyedinNsKo-  For  many  years,  especially  when  hostilities 
tiations  with  um  -^th  Canada  were  threatened  or  in  actual 
progress,  negotiations  were  earned  on  by 
the  Province  with  the  Five  Nations  and  with  the  Six  Na- 
tions, their  neutrality  or  alliance  being  assiduously  sought. 
In  many  of  these  transactions  Ool.  Btoddard  was  employed, 
frequently  entertainiiig  the  Indian  ambassadors  at  his  own 
private  expense.  The  red  men  were  usually  ready  to  par- 
ley, never  refusing  the  prpspnts  that  frequently  preceded 
the  overtures,  and  always  toiiowed  the  treaty.  The  Five 
Nations  sent  delegates  to  Boston,  in  1722,  hat  nothing 
seems  to  have  been  accomplished.  The  following  year  the 
scene  of  negotiations  was  changed  to  Albany,  and  CoL 
Stoddard  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  to  treat 
with  them.  Two  meetings  were  held,  one  in  May,  1793, 
and  another  the  following  year.  Col.  Stoddard  set  out 
from  Northampton,  Sept.  8*",  1734,  and  arrived  at  Albany 
on  the  H*''.  On  his  return  he  reached  home  Sept.  2C'\  At 
the  conference  in  May  and  June,  1733,  Mr.  Stoddard,  who 
was  dissatisfied  with  the  way  in  which  the  goyemment 
treated  his  accounts,  showed  righteous  indignation,  and 
proposed  to  throw  up  the  whole  matter  and  return  home. 
His  colleague,  Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  "'hopes  Col.  Btoddard 
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will  stay  or  retiii*n  again.  *  *  *  It  is  a  great  pity  he 
sliould  not  be  at  the  cojiferonce."  He  was  present  at  the 
meeting?;,  either  returning  after  his  visit  home  or  else  re- 
considering Ills  intention  ul"  L3aving. 

"  He  hadako  an  exteDsive  acqtiaintauce  witli  the  neighburing  colo- 
nies and  the  neigbboring  nations  on  tbe  continent.  He  bad  far  greater 
knowledge  than  any  other  person  in  the  land,  of  the  several  nations  of 

Indians  in  these  western  parts  of  America,  their  tempers,  manners, 
and  the  proper  way  of  treating  tliem  ,  aud  was  more  extensively 
known  by  them  than  ajiy  other  person  in  this  country."  * 

Consequently  he  was  oftener  entrusted  by  government 
in  the  difficult  and  arduous  task  of  negotiating  with  the 
Indian  tribes  and  oontlguons  colonies. 

He  BeiieveB  In  Treftt-  While  the  third  French  and  Indian  War, 
ing  the  Indians  commencing  in  1744,  was  in  progress,  h© 
Kindly.  intrusted  with  the  defense  of  the 

frontier,  and  had  much  to  do  with  the  measures  adopted 
for  conciliating  the  l^ew  York  tribes.  His  sentiments  re- 
garding the  method  of  treating  the  Indians  are  expressed 
in  a  letter  to  Gov.  Shirley,  dated  May  13,  ^  747.  **  The  In- 
dians,*' he  says,  ''are  of  such  a  humor  that  if  we  deal 
justly  and  "kindly  by  them,  they  will  put  their  lives  into 
our  hands,  liut  if  we  deal  deceitfully  with  them,  that  will 
soon  raise  an  abhorrence  of  us."  ^ 

▲  MiiuDdentwiding  Between  the  soldiers  recruited  especially 
withDwii^.  for  the  expedition  to  Canada  and  those 
employed  for  home  defense,  there  arose 
some  jealousy  of  feeling,  and  Col.  Stoddard  seems  to  have 
felt  somewhat  annoyed  at  the  want  of  courtesy  shown 
towards  him.  Many  soldiers  were  recruited  in  Western 
Massachusetts  for  the  expedition  to  Canada  in  1746  and 
1747.  They  were  under  the  command  of  Col.  Joseph 
Dwight  of  Brookfield,  and  when  the  scheme  of  invasion 
wag  abandoned,  some  of  them  were  employed  in  guarding 
the  frontiers.  The  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  Col. 
Stoddard  to  Gov.  Shirley,  dated  Northampton,  April  22, 
1747.  s1h>ws  one  occasion  of  misunderstanding,  and  Stod- 
dard's complaint  about  it  :  — 

1  Funeral  Sermon  of  Prest.  Edwards,  at  the  death  of  Col.  Stoddard. 
S  JuddHSS. 
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*'  I  mentioned  to  Col.  D wight  abnnt  taking  caro  of  the  mflin  At  No.  4 : 
lie  gnve  a  short  answer,  and  I  m,id  no  more.  X  supposed  Col.  Dwight 
had  orders  to  send  a  guard  to  cover  the  workmen  in  bnOding  the  forti- 
fications &  supposed  he  would  meet  the  oom%  Irat  he  has  gone  to  Brook- 
field.  *  *  »  Your  excellency  will  discern  what  work  Cd.  Dwight 
and  I  sbull  make  of  doinj,'  business  together.  I  have  advised  him  in 
the  best  manner  1  have  been  able,  but  he  is  almost  too  great  to  be  spoke 
to,  and  seems  to  look  on  the  committee  as  so  manj  spaniels."  ^ 

Tills  lack  of  barmouy  was  all  the  more  galling  to  the 
home  commander  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  men,  and 
the  difficulty  of  enlisting  soldiers  for  the  frontier  service. 
The  expedition  against  Canada  was  quite  popular  among 
the  people,  and  no  difficulty  seems  to  have  been  experienced 
in  obtaining  recruits  for  that  purpose.  Tlie  excitement  of 
a  campaign  in  the  enemy's  country  was  much  more  attract- 
ive than  the  monotonous  garrison  life  of  the  frontier  forts, 
varied  only  by  an  occasional  alarm,  a  dangerous  scout,  or  a 
march  through  an  ambushed  wilflerness  for  supplies.  A 
portion  of  the  Canada  contingent  had  ah-eady  been  em- 
ployed in  rebuilding  Fort  Maysacliusetts.  ;ind  it  was  hut 
natural  that  Col.  Stoddard  should  suggest  still  further 
methods  of  making  them  useful. 

A  oonuBiMtoner  fMm    While  commander»in-chief  on  the  west- 
HaMMhuBetts.  frontiers,  he  was  appointed  one  of 

the  commissioners  to  meet  with  others 
from  New  York  and  Connecticut,  in  order  to  concert  meas- 
ures for  mutual  defense  against  the  common  enemy.  It 
was  undoubtedly  a  meeting  of  this  body  upon  which  Col. 
Dwight  so  unceremoniously  turned  his  back.  In  1745,  a 
conference  was  held  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany  by  tlie 
comuiissioners  from  Massachusetts.  Xew  York,  Coniiocti- 
cut,  and  Pennsylvania.  Tti  tliis  commission  Col.  Stoddard 
held  an  honorable  position.  Their  deliberations  extended 
over  a  number  of  weeks. 


J adicifti  Employ-     I'i  addition  to  his  many  municipal,  mili- 
meatfl.  tary,  diplomatic,  legislative  and  agrarian 

duties,  he  also  held  important  judicial  ap- 
pointments. In  17^5,  he  was  made  one  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Hampshire  County 
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and  aftemards  became  diief  Jnstieo  of  the  Court.  Grov. 
Belcher,  in  1799,  added  other  legal  diities,  l^estowing'  upon 
liim  the  office  of  Judge  of  Proliaie  for  Hampshire  County. 
Botli  of  these  offices  he  held  through  life.  He  was  tbe 
tliird  Judgt!  of  the  latter  court,  succeeding  Col.  Samuel 
Partridge  of  Hatfield,  who  served  twenty-six.  years.  In 
1736,  Gk)y.  Belcher  appointed  Col.  Stoddard  one  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Superior  C)ourt,  and  the  conncil  ''advised  aud 
consented ;  but  he  never  acted  in  that  capacity,  probably 
declining  the  position. 

Land  GrMt  at  Pitta-    The  General  Court  in  1734,  granted  Col. 

Stoddard  ono  +liou!=:and  acres  of  unappro- 
priated land  iu  Hampshiie  County.  This 

was  niMiie 

"in  cOQsldeiation  of  services  and  sufferings  in  and  for  the  public : 
in  cUveiB  joumies  to  Canada,  Albany  and  tlie  western  parts,  upon  pub- 
lic affairs,  bis  serving  in  the  war  with  good  success,  bis  transactions 
with  the  Gtanada  Indians  and  his  entertaining  at  his  house  without  any 
expense  to  the  Province." 

This  tract,  which  was  four  hundred  rofis  square,  he  se- 
lected witliin  what  is  now  the  township  of  Pittslieid,  and 
tiie  grant  was  confirmed  two  years  afterwards.  The 
same  year  he  petitioued  the  County  Court  for  permission 
to  lease  from  the  Housalonnuck  Indians  a  tract  of  land  six 
miles  square,  for  nine  hundred  ninety  years,  proposing  to 
pay  them  £6  annually.  He  contended  that  one  thousand 
acres  were  not  enough  to  induce  people  to  settle  upon  and 
establish  a  township.  The  court  granted  the  petition,  and 
the  lease  was  consummated.  At  his  death  he  owned  land 
at  Pontooeuck,*  now  Pittsfield,  estimated  to  he  worth 
£6,000.  Grants  of  land  made  to  him  by  the  town  of  North- 
ampton, in  payment  for  services  in  settling  boundary  lines 
and  other  gratuitous  labors,  have  been  heretofore  noted. 

I.ittie  to  be  found     A  bare  catalogue  of  the  othees  hehl  l)y  any 

upon  the  Becorda  active  citizeu  is  l)Ut  ;i  iiieagi'e  titatement  of 
Concern  isg  the        .  ...  ■,         •  i  .i 

MotiTesoC  Prom-     his  usetuhiess.  and  reveaJs  mainly  the  po[)- 

inentHen.  ular  side  of  his  character,    let  it  sliows 

the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  townsmen  and 

1  For  fortber  parttciilaw  of  Col.  Stoddard**  trMkioetioos  in  real  e«(»t«  at  Pon- 
tooeook,  see  Hiatoxy  of  Pittafleld,  yoL  1,  pp.  08418. 
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the  government  T)y  wliich  he  was  em  ployed,  and  thn^  ^^^rves 
to  indicate  in  a  most  emplmtic  mainif^r,  the  true  worth  of 
the  iudividnah  In  most  cases  it  is  nearly  all  that  remains 
to  the  historian  conceruing  the  early  settlers  of  any  place. 
Prominent  though  tliey  may  have  beHii  in  the  conncils  of 
the  community  in  which  they  lived,  yet  they  have  seldom 
left  upon  record  any  thing  by  which  to  gauge  their  real 
character  or  to  show  the  governing  motives  of  their  actions. 

PK>fliilnent  among  The  biography  of  John  Stoddard,  Bepre^ 
thr  Leaders  In  sentativo  to  thc  General  Court,  Oolonel  of 
•ndsute.""  ^  the  Colonial  Militia,  Comicaiider  on  the 
western  frontiers,  Member  of  His  Majesty's 
Council,  Commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  Agent  to 
redeem  prisoners  in  Canada,  Judge  of  Probate,  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  niav  he  found  on  th& 
records  of  the  town,  the  county,  and  in  the  an-iiives  of  the 
State.  It  has  already  to  some  extent  been  spread  upon 
these  pages,  and  needs  no  recapitulation.  His  life  was  the 
connecting  link  between  the  two  series  of  great  leaders 
who  controlled  the  affairs  of  Western  Massachusetts  for 
nearly  a  century  and  three-quarters.  His  predecessors 
were  John  Pynchon  of  Springfield,  and  Samuel  Partridge 
of  Hatfield ;  following  him  came  Joseph  Hawley  and  Ca- 
leb Strong  of  Northampton,  and  these  five  men  were  tho 
leaders  in  the  Colony,  the  Province  and  the  State.  From 
1650  to  1819,  their  names  are  closely  interwoven  with  the 
local  history  of  the  valley,  and  no  narrative  of  the  forma- 
tive period  of  the  Commonwealth,  especially  of  its  western 
section,  is  complete  without  a  recital  of  the  part  they  per- 
formed in  estahlishing  the  institutions  that  gave  prosperity 
and  permanence  to  the  whole  country. 

Loyal  to  the  King.  Very  little  can  be  gleaned  concerning  the 
legislative  career  of  Col.  Stoddard.  He 
was  a  staunch  supporter  of  royalty,  and  made  himself  oIk 
noxious  by  his  pronounced  opinions  in  favor  of  the  preroga- 
tive. The  spirit  of  liberty  that  finally  threw  off  the  bur- 
den of  Icingly  government,  implanted  when  the  first  emi- 
grants landed  on  these  shores,  was  already  taking  strong 
hold  upon  the  people.   Many  chafed  under  the  restrictions 
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■of  parliamcTit,  and  the  ri,£^hts  claimed  hj  the  King.  Few 
denied  the  autliority  of  the  mother  country,  and  still  fewer 
were  ready  o{)eTily  to  contest  it.  Yet  there  was  an  mider- 
cnrreut  of  iipposition  to  many  of  tlie  arbitrary  enactments 
of  King  and  Parliament,  with  an  occasional  snidace  mani- 
festation, indicating  the  tendency  of  thought  and  action 
in  tlie  direction  that  eventually  established  a  nation  of 
freemen.  It  was  the  party  of  freedom  springing  into  ex> 
istence.  In  opposition  to  it,  though  equally  patriotic,  was 
the  party  of  the  prerogative,  which  believed  in  securing 
their  rights  by  endurance  and  good-will,  rather  than  by  op- 
position and  defiance.  To  this  latter  party  Col.  Stoddard 
belonged.  His  connection  with  it  brought  defeat  upon  him 
on  divers  occasions/'  both  local  and  legislative,  and 
finally  in  the  next  generation,  developing  into  toryism, 
cost  his  sons  much  personal  inconvenience.  He  supported 
the  supreme  hiw  of  tlie  hind  as  he  found  it,  with  all  the 
intiexible  will  and  stubborn  pei'sistence,  so  characteristic  of 
the  family  to  which  lie  belonged.  Evidently  Ool.  Stoddard 
was  a  strong  friend  of  Gov.  Shirley.'  and  no  (h)nl)t  shared 
his  views  respecting  the  authority  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, * 

iiegioiatfTe  Duties.  Though  nothing  appears  to  show  positively 
the  position  taken  by  Ck>l.  Stoddard  upon 
any  of  the  important  questions  in  agitation  while  he  was 
a  member  of  the  legislature,  his  opinions  and  counsel  were 
evidently  considered  of  value  upon  financial  matters,  and 
his  name  is  frequently  to  be  foxmd  upon  committees  hav- 
ing those  subjects  in  charge.   In  1736,  the  currency  was  in 

1  **To«li»oonT»iiti<Hi  at  Albany  ouim  WUtiam  Shirley,  aliwidy  tat  seren  years 
governor  of  MHMe«1ra8ett« ;  ea  BaglbOi  la-wyer,  artful,  uMdy,  and  amblMoue;  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  church  of  EuKland  .  iudiffc  rf-nt  to  the  laws  and  the  peculiar  faith  of  the 
people  wtaom  he  goreraed,  appelated  origin  ally  to  restore  or  iatro<luoe  Britleh 
authority,  and  more  relied  upon  tlutn  any  orown  olBoer  in  Amerioa.**— Bancroft** 
History  of  the  United  Statefl>  toL  4,  pw  96,  ed.  1888. 

8  In  tMe  oonneotlon  oomes  In  appropriately  the  often  quoted  anecdote  related  by 
President  Dwf  ght : — "  Once  -when  Got.  Shirley  had  a  party  dlulng  wltb  him,  a  ser- 
Tantcame  into  the  room  and  informed  the  Governor  that  a  Gentleman  at  the  gate 
wished  to  apeak  with  him.  'Ask  the  Gentleman  to  come  in/  said  the  Governor. 
*I  did  Sir.'  said  the  eenrant,  'but  he  said  that  be  could  not  etay.''  The  oompany 
■were  not  a  little  surprised,  nor  less  indignant,  at  hi-havirmr,  whir-h  they  thoupht  so 
diareapectfol  to  the  chief  magistrate.  '  Wliat  ia  the  gentUman's  name '  aaid  the 
QoTemor.  *I  think,*  aaid  the  serraat,  *he  told  me  his  name  was  Stoddard.*  *I8 
it,*  said  thp  GnTHmor.  '  T^x.-^uee  me  Gentlemen,  if  It  la  CoL  Stoddard  I  must  go  to 
him.' Dwight  s  Travels,  vol.  1,  p.  888. 
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a  bad  condition.  Gov.  Belcher,  in  his  message  to  the  legis- 

Intnre  at  tlie  ISroveml^er  session,  stated  that  bills  of  credit 
bad  "  Slink  near  three  parts  in  four  from  what  they  passed 
at  when  bills  of  that  sort  wet-e  first  issued/'  Oonsequenth'' 
finance  was  the  most  important  mattei'  upon  \vliicli  legisla- 
tion was  required.  In  December,  Col.  Stoddard,  chairman 
of  the  committee  relating  to  bills  of  credit,  made  u  report 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  legisla- 
ture and  the  people.  This  report,  while  it  embodied  much 
that  was  subsequently  enacted  by  the  legislature,  was  not 
adopted  at  that  session. 

He  bad  Many  BiM* 

Col.  Stoddard  was  not  without  enemies,  and 

many  a  bitter  contest  he  waged  with  them 
in  his  native  town.  An  occasional  sentence 
in  his  official  correspondence  reveals  tlie  only  glimpse  that 
can  be  obtained  of  tliis  feature  of  his  life,  and  these  casual 
allusions  are  always  in  answer  to  the  snggestiotis,  iiinuen- 
does,  or  inquiries  of  others,  never  by  way  of  personal  com- 
plaint.* 

The  vu]««e  Mftg-  Apparently  he  was  an  aristocrat  of  the  aris- 
tocrats.  Allied  to  the  older  and  wealthier 
families  among  the  settlers,  accustomed  to 

deference  in  a  community  where  wealth  and  ability  were 
passports  to  respect,  as  well  as  to  the  highest  seats  in  the 
meeting-house,  possessing  magisterial  as  well  as  military 
honor,  he  was  in  verity  the  village  magnate,  the  old-time 
English  bquire  of  the  community.  Unquestionably  active 
in  all  matters  of  importance  to  the  town,  fearless  and  out- 
spoken wherever  interested,  bringing  down  upon  himself 
the  denunciations  of  his  opponents,  he  yet  never  descended 
to  the  petty  meanness  of  the  demagogue  or  village  politi- 
cian. Honorable  and  aboveboard,  he  stood  firmly  upon 
the  principles  of  truth,  honesty,  and  fair  dealing.  At 
times  defeated,  but  more  often  successful,  he  never  sought 

1  A  single  niustr»Uv©  manifestation  of  vtndfCtlv^neBs.  though  of  little  signlfl- 
cauce  to  the  subject  of  it,  is  fouud  iu  the  followlog  extract  fruui  the  uourt  riMjurda 
Hi  tbe  tmtITM.  It  wu  ▼hen  the  war  -wmm  in  pragnei,  th«  grip  of  the  military  eve  ry. 
where  apfpUeO,  uidinnoh  ^'aiiplejMk**  tn  clroiul*tton John  Anlem  Jr.  ot  Saflieid, 
indicted  for  profane  swearing,  wm  acoused  of  sayinif :  "  Col.  Stoddard  is  m  ousMd 
lazy  devil ;  he  siift  there  (Nortbainpton),  on  hie  CTlssed  - —  ;  it  was  his  dt^vlish  casaed 
doiags  that  those  forta  were  buiU  and  that  them  at  Fort  Maaaachusetts  were  taken.** 
Be  -WM  fined  8s.,  hvt  ftppealed.— Jodd  M8S. 
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to  T'evengc  himsjelf  upuii  his  competitors.  Tliougli  lie  hold 
hi,fch  judicial  honors,  they  nevpr  effaced  his  military  title, 
and  he  was  uiost  familiarly  known  to  the  end  of  his  life  as 
Col.  John  Stoddard.  A  firm  friend  and  welcome  counsel- 
lor of  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  it  is  Mghly  probable  that  a 
different  result  might  have  been  reached  in  that  memorable 
controversy,  had  he  then  been  living.  * 

Testimony  of  ThomM  Though  his  dutics  woi  0  iTiultifarious,  and 
Hatehinflon.  cares  of  official  life  incessant  and  ex- 

acting, his  fame  statesman  is  eclipsed 
by  that  of  none  of  his  contemporaries.  Thomas  Hutchin- 
son, historian  of  Massachusetts,  bears  the  following  testi- 
mony to  his  character  :  — 

"  There  have  been  but  few  men  among  us  who  have  been  more  gen- 
erally esteemed.  His  enemies  would  charge  him  with.  nnoooBtitutioual 
principles,  hnt  at  the  same  time  allow  he  had  an  upright  heart.  He 
shined  only  in  affairs  of  imx>ortance,  lesser  matters  would  frequently 
bp  carrie  l  'igainst  his  mind  by  tbe  little  a(^ts  and  crafts  of  minute  poli- 
ticians, which  he  disdained  to  defeat  by  counter  workinj^;.  lie  was 
very  early  employed  in  public  affairs.  In  171H,  he  went  as  a  comissary 
to  Quebec  for  the  redemption  of  captives,  and  the  several  govemonrs 
to  the  time  of  his  death  entrusted  to  his  direction  the  military  affairs 
of  the  county  of  Hampshire*  which  in  time  of  war  was  peculiarly  ex- 
posed. Nor  was  his  atithorityless  in  civil  matters  Roth  military  and 
civil  authority  he  used  with  great  discretion,  iu  this  latter,  in  one 
instance,  he  rather  en:eeded,  extending  it  to  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  the 
town  of  Springfield  farther  than  he  could  well  justify.  Onr  best  men 
have  sometime?  exceeded  in  their  zeal  for  particular  systems,  and  have 
endeavored  to  promote  religion  by  invading  natural  and  civil  rights."  * 

Cue  ot  nav.  ut.    The  above  allusion  to  intermeddling  in  ec- 
BMok.  clesiastical  affairs  refers  to  the  case  of  Rev. 

John  Breck  of  Springfield.  In  October^ 
Mr.  Breck  was  charged  with  heresy,  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  prevent  his  settlement  after  a  council  of  ministers, 
convened  for  that  purpose,  had  assembled.  His  opponents 
first  applied  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  a  warrant 
to  arrest  the  council,  which  the  Justices  refusp  l.  But  they 
afterwards  issued  one  for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Breck,  and  he 

1  Mr.  Edwards  states  th&t  he  iotead»dto  aubmlt  to  Col.  Stoddani  a  full  statompnt. 
of  his  peculiar  views  upon  the  quefttton  vldob  o<Mt  aim  his  pastorate,  before  taking 
ft  decided  stead  upoo  it,  but  the  occasion  for  such  aa  ezpo«I(l<m  did  not  oeonr  tiU 

^er  the  death  of  Mr.  Stoddard.— 'nwlgljt'e  Life  of  Edward*,  p.  814. 

2  Hatcbiason's  History  of  Massachusetts,  vol.  2,  p.  Sm. 
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was  sent  back  to  Connecticnt  for  trial,  where  his  heretical 
.sentiments  had  been  promulgated.  The  Justices  held  that 
Mv,  Ereck  had  violated  the  law  against  atlieisni  and  blas- 
plieniy.  Tlie  Connecticut  courts  Tcfused  to  interfere,  and 
he  came  back  to  Springlield  and  was  installed,  in  1730, 
the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Legislature,  and  the 
Justices  cited  to  appear.  The  General  Court  decided  in 
favor  of  the  legality  of  the  council,  and  mildly  censured 
the  Judges. 

Opinion  of  Rer.  Jon-     **      man  in  Massachusetts  Bay  possessed 
atban  Edwards.  same  Weight  of  character  during  the 

last  twenty  years  of  his  life  ;**  and  it  may 
be  said,  almost  literally,  that  "  after  him  men  spake  not 
again.'''  Bev.  Jonathan  Edwards  preached  his  funeral 
sermon,  more  correctly  named  funeral  eulogy.  It  charac- 
terises him  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  his  day. 
Something  must  be  conceded  to  the  relationship  existing 
between  the  two  men  (Mr.  Edwards'  mother  being  sister  to 
CoL  Stoddard),  bnt  even  then  there  remains  little  to  dis- 
count from  the  verdict  of  the  eminent  divine.  Honest  and 
faithful  himself,  Col.  Stoddard  alihorred  meanness  or  du- 
plicity in  others.  President  Edwards  says  of  him,  **  But 
though  he  was  exalted  above  others  in  greatness  and  abili- 
ties of  mind,  and  feared  not  the  faces  of  men ;  yet  he 
feared  6k>d.  In  private  life  he  was  a  most  faithful  friend, 
counsellor  and  assistant." 

chaneteristies.  A  persou  of  excellent  natural  abilities,  ma- 
tured in  the  stirring  and  unsettled  times 
that  followed  the  French  and  Indian  War  of  Queen  Anne's 
reign,  he  became  at  once  a  man  of  action  and  resources* 
Called  in  early  life  to  important  duties,  he  acquired  grave 
and  studious  habits,  by  which  he  profited  in  many  ways. 
Thrown  much  in  company  of  the  leading  men  of  the  colo- 
ny, the  principles  of  sound  goA^emment  were  deeply  im- 
pressed upon  his  mind,  and  he  was  steadfast  and  immova- 
ble in  his  [)()litica]  sentiments  when  satisfied  that  right  and 
justice  pointed  <nit  the  way. 

1  Dwigbt's  Travels,  voL  1,  p. 
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Hi»  Deatii.  He  died  in  Boston  of  apoplexy  June  15*^, 

1748,  wMle  in  attendance  at  a  session  of  the 
General  Court,  and  was  buried  in  that  city.  Contact  with 
the  world,  and  faniiliarity  with  the  Vtest  society  of  the  day, 
cultivated  a  taste  for  the  hotter  things  of  «very-day  lil'e, 
which  wealth  euable<l  liiin  in  a  great  measure  to  gratify. 
It  is  an  historical  fact,  quoted  .sometimes  in  derision,  that 
he  possessed  the  first,  and  for  a  tiaifc,  the  only  gold  watch 
in  Northampton.   It  was  ralaed  at  £150. 

Items  from  the  Id-    The  inventory  of  his  estate  reveals  the  fact 
B^toteT  ttiat  he  had  many  articles  of  comfort  and 

*  convenience  (in  addition  to  the  gold  watch), 

then  not  to  be  found  among  the  majority  of  his  townsmen. 
Apparently  his  family  was  among  the  first  in  town  to  make 
use  of  tea.  The  tea-pot,  tea-kettle,  cups  and  saucers,  in- 
ventoried as  belonging- to  his  eslate.  were  the  first  known 
to  have  Iv^^n  nsed  in  Northampton.  Tea  was  introduced 
here  between  17^9  and  1748,  but  probably  very  few  persons 
used  it  before  the  latter  date.  Among  the  noticeable  arti- 
cles enumerated  in  the  inventory,  which  were  not  then  in 
general  use,  were  earthen  bowls,  plates,  mugs,  and  a  sugar 
dish.  Crockery  was  quite  rare,  and  was  seldom  found 
among  the  people  tiU  some  years  later.  Col,  Stoddard's 
real  estate  was  valued  at  £18,238,  and  his  personal  property 
at  £17,194,  the  whole  aggregating  £35,432,  which  if  ap- 
praised in  Old  Tenor,  equal  to  458.  to  the  doUar,  would 
reduce  values  to  a  little  more  than  115,000.  Among  the 
funeral  charges  wore  £40  for  printing  the  funeral  sermon, 
£49.8  for  funeral  rings,  and  £14.10  for  gloves. 

His  Famttr.  Coi.  John  Stoddard  married  Prudence  Ches- 
ter of  Wethersfield,  Ct.,  in  1731.  Ten  chil- 
dren wore  born  to  them— four  dangliters  and  six  sons — five 
of  whom  survived  their  father.  His  daughters  were  edu- 
cated in  Boston,  tlieir  teaciier  being  a  man  by  tlie  name  of 
Turner.  They  would  ride  to  Boston  on  horseback,  some- 
times on  a  pillion  boiiind  tlieir  father  or  some  other  perfjon, 
and  occasionally  on  a  side-saddle.  Of  three  daughters, 
who  came  to  the  age  of  maturity,  Mary,  the  elder,  married 

Col.  John  Worthington  of  Springfield;  the  second,  Pru- 
ts 


178 


mSTOBY  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 


dence,  married  Ezekiel  Williams  of  Wethersfield  ;  and  the 
third,  Ksther,  died  iminarried  at  the  age  of  78.  Of  the 
sons,  Solomon  wlio  lived  in  ^vorlhamptoD,  "was  a  raaii  of 
raucli  al.)ility,  and  for  many  years  octnii'ied  the  position  of 
Register  of  Probate ;  he  died  in  ivorthampton  at  the  age 
of  94.  Israel,  the  younger,  removed  to  Pittsfield,  where 
he  died  abont  1785.  Both  adopted  the  political  sentiments 
of  their  father,  and  had  a  falling  out  with  the  whigs  dur- 
ing revolutionary  times. 

R«8ideace.  OoL  Stoddard  lived  on  the  old  homestead 

of  his  father  on  Prospect  Street,  which 
descended  to  him  by  will. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


NEW  SCHOOLS — DIVISION  OF  THE  ADDITIONAL  GBANT. 

Suliwis  Carefully  NEITHER  the  eXCitement  of  existing  war- 
Nurtured,  fare  nor  the  pecuniary  embarrassments 
caused  thereby,  were  sufficient  absolutely 
to  absorb  the  attention  of  the  community.  In  the  multi- 
plicity of  rapidly  recurring  events,  when  the  military  en- 
grossed all  other  interests,  the  improvement  and  enlarge- 
ment of  schools  and  school  methods  was  not  overlooked. 
The  citizens  dealt  generously  by  them,  providing  extra 
teachers  and  establishing  new  schools  in  all  sections,  -^-hen- 
ever  their  need  was  made  a])pnrent..  Laggard  oiily  in  the 
matter  oi'  heating,  they  were  liberal  and  progressive  in 
every  otiier  respect.  Yet  the  town  was  constantly  endeav- 
oring to  supply  this  defect.  The  reiteration  of  votes  to 
compel  people  to  keep  the  schoolmaster's  woodpile  intact, 
has  almost  become  burdensome  in  this  narrative,  yet  in 
1746,  it  was  found  necessary  again  to  act  upon  the  matter. 
This  time  it  was  ordered  that  every  parent  **  sending  a  boy 
to  school,"  must  follow  him  within  ten  days  with  a  load  of 
wood,  or  pay  a  fine  of  6s. 

The  Town  Boards   Another  chouge  for  the  better  was  adopted 
th«  SotuwUuMter.    the  uext  year.    Heretofore  school-teachem 
had  paid  their  board  bills  from  their  sal- 
ary.   Probably  they  "boarded  round,"  at  the  homes  of 

their  scholars ;  and  the  parents  paid  a  portion  of  their 
school  rates  hj  that  means  ;  but  now  n  now  F;3"stem  was  put 
in  practice.  In  1747,  the  town  assumed  that  expense.  The 
first  item  of  that  kind  on  the  treasurer's  account  is  a  pay- 
ment of  £14.7  to  Moses  Lyman  for  boarding  Xathaniel 

Taylor,  who  taught  school  at  the  center,  from  October  to 
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the  following  April.  This  was  in  addition  to  the  salary, 
■^'•hich  amonnted  to  £60  for  the  half  year.  "No  Tote  appears 
ordering  any  such  change,  and  there  is  nothing  to  sIjow  hy 
what  authority  it  was  "made.  Possibly  the  ra])i(l  deprecia- 
tion in  value  of  Bills  of  Credit  had  something  to  do  with 
the  matter.  From  that  time,  similar  payments  were  made 
annuallyy  applying  to  all  sections  of  l^e  town.  It  may  be 
surmised  that  this  change  affected  the  schoolmaster  in 
many  ways.  Not  only  was  he  benefited  pecuniarily,  but 
his  social  standing  was  greatly  improved  by  familiar  asso- 
ciation with  the  families  of  the  town's  best  citizens.  What- 
ever may  have  been  his  position  previous  to  this  action,  he 
certainly  found  a  home  afterwards  in  such  households  as 
those  of  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy.  Caleb  Strong,  Kev.  Mr. 
Hooker,  .iosepli  Hawley,  John  Hunt  and  Thomas  Allen. 
Undoubtedly  the  society  of  these  young  men,  most  of  them 
college  tcraduates,  was  much  sought  by  the  eidtivated 
among  the  inhabitants,  especially  when  accompanied  by  an 
occasional  warrant  upon  the  town  treasury.  In  a  letter 
written  to  his  wife  during  the  campaign  of  1755,  Ool.  Pom- 
eroy  sends  his  service  to  Sr.  Ely,"  meaning  Bichard  Ely, 
schoolmaster,  then  boarding  in  his  family.  The  price 
allowed  varied  from  46.,  4s.  8d.,  to  58.  per  week. 

Ksw  Schools  IrS- 

Two  schools  were  esteblished  in  the  so  called 
tabiifli«<L  outer  districts,  in  1743;  five  years  after- 

wards a  still  further  extension  wa>!  made, 
and  three  more  were  provided,  this  time  literally  in  "the 
remote  parts  of  the  town."  In  December,  1748,  the  town 
voted  that  schools  should  be  kept  "for  the  instruction  of 
children  in  reading  and  writing,  viz. :  one  upon  the  Plain, 
one  over  Mill  River,  one  at  Pascommuck,  one  at  Bartlett's 
Mill,  and  one  at  the  new  Precinct,  at  the  cost  of  the  town.'' 
The  two  first  named  were  identical  with  those  instituted 
three  years  before,  the  others  were  new. 

Improvements  i  n    Still  further  progress  was  in  contemplation, 
theschooissug-    ^j^jj  during  the  succeedintr  year  another 

geated.  New  .  °  .  • 

soiiool'HottB*  step  m  advance  was  suggested.  ii,arly  m 
Ordered.  1749,  a  committee  consisting  of  Col.  Timo- 

■thy  Dwight,  Mr.  Joseph  Hawley,  and  Samuel  Mather,  was 
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appointc'l  *'  +  o  Consider  with  respect  to  tlie  })ctter  "Res^Tila- 

tion  of  our  School,  to  project  Sutho  way  that  our  School 

for  the  future  may  he  more  advantageous  and  profitable 

for  llie  Education  of  our  Cliildren."    The  following  Jauu> 

ary  this  committee  reported  as  follows  :  — 

*'That  the  Town  Erect  a  new  School  Hotise  near  Elisba  Pomeroy^s 
trading  Shop,  that  Shall  be  Very  warm  and  Convenient,  for  writers. 
Grammar  Scholars,  and  Arithmeticians  -ah  its  likely  they  may  he  in 

Town  to  he  Instrncted,  and  that  thtrf  Ix;  foi-  the  ftitnrc,  two  School- 
masters luaiiilain  d  in  Town  in  the  Winter  ijeason  in  the  middle  of  the 
Town,  viz :— one  to  which  Grammar  Scholars  and  Arithmeticians  and 
writers  Shall  he  Sent,  the  other  to  which,  the  Readers,  or  English 
Scholars  Sh^l  he  Sent;  and  in  the  Summer  Season,  there  be  bnt  one 
ScVu.ol  lualntained,  "Niz  :  —  th^e  Grammar  School  to  which  Scholars  of 
all  Sorts  Shall  be  Sent  Untill  the  Season  grows  Cold  that  then,  there 
be  two  again  as  afores^d ;  Sc  that  for  the  future  any  iiroTlsion  for 
Schools  in  the  Remote  parts  of  the  Town  be  omitted.** 

The  ah  V,  Vote  This  report  was  accepted,  and  Lieut.  Noah 
EeBcinded.  Wright  and  Mr.  Ebenezer  Hunt  were  added 
to  the  committee,  whicli  was  instructed  to 
consider  what  kind  of  a  house  should  be  built.  This  was 
rather  a  one-sided  propubitiun,  both  as  regards  the  cluu-ac- 
ter  and  location  of  the  schools.  It  provided  solely  for  the 
enlargement  of  one  department,  and  omitted  the  outlying 
districts  altogether.  When  the  people  in  the  outskirts 
began  to  realize  the  true  position  in  which  they  had  been 
placed  by  this  decision,  that  they  must  either  do  without 
schools  or  send  their  children  to  the  center  of  the  town, 
they  rallied,  and  at  the  following  March  meeting  the 
former  vote  was  reconsidered  and  rescinded. 

eti!!  further  Changes    This  agitation  of  the  school  qiiestion 
for  the  B*tt«r  iu    ^hile  it  failed  tr>  better  the  schools  in  one 

BqoooIb. 

section  at  tlie  expense  of  those  elsewliere, 
resulted  in  good  to  them  all.  In  1750,  an  order  was 
adopted  to  provide 

some  meet  person  to  assist  the  Gramm'  school  master  in  teaching 
the  Writers  and  English  readers,  And  that  English  School  masters 
shall  be  provided  for  the  Precinct  and  the  Farms,  and  that  the 
school  money  already  granted  to  the  2^  Procinot  be  used  for  the  paying 

for  the  schooling  of  the  youths  of  sd  precinct." 

It  was  also  voted  to  huild  a  school-house  in  the  second 
precinct.   The  next  year  the  same  assistant  was  continued. 
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and  an  allowance  voted  for  schools  in  the  second  ))recinct 
{ind  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  first  precinct.  In  1753, 
English  schools  were  established  at  Pascommnck  and  at 
Bartlett's  Mill,  and  an  usher  provided  for  the  graiumar 
school,  to  assist  Mr.  Street  in  teaching  reading  and  "writ- 
ing."  It  was  also  voted  that  a  separate  room  should  be 
provided  for  the  usher.  Here  was  another  forward  step. 
The  "  -oahev"  apparently  more  competent  than  the  "  assist- 
ant/' who  had  taught  under  the  eye  of  the  head-master, 
was  to  keep  an  independent  school,  in  reality  forming  two 
schools  at  the  center.  A  room  was  hired  for  the  usher  in 
the  house  of  Samuel  Judd  on  Pleasant  Street  .  There  was 
still  a  strong  party  in  favor  of  a  new  school-house  at  the 
center,  and  the  proposition  to  build  one  there  was  defeated 
by  a  majority  of  only  three  votes  the  same  year. 

airis  Bzeioded  from  1^^  this  agitation  of  the  school  question 
tiM  Public  Schools,  no  reference  has  been  made  to  the  educa- 
tion of  girls,  the  accepted  infereiice  being 
that  their  schooling  was  neglected  because  they  were  not 
admitted  to  the  town  schools.  The  first  schools  in  New 
England  were  not  free.  Only  a  portion  of  the  master's 
salary  was  paid  by  the  town ;  the  rest,  as  many  facts  already 
cited  abundantly  prove,  was  collected  of  ihe  parents. 
While  the  education  of  boys  was  amply  provided  for,  that 
of  the  girls,  left  to  their  parents,  was  by  no  means 
neglected.  Though  some  of  the  \veM,lthier  citizens,  like 
Col.  btoddar'd,  educated  their  daughters  in  Boston,  private 
schools  for  girls  were  kept  at  the  houses  of  the  inhabitants 
in  all  sections  of  the  town.  The  girls  within  certain  limits 
would  gather  at  one  of  the  farm-houses,  and  the  wife  or 
some  other  member  of  the  family  was  paid  for  teaching 
them.  Co-education  of  the  sexes  was  as  slow  in  coming 
into  practice  in  primitive  schools  as  it  has  been  in  more 
modem  days  in  colleges  and  scientific  institutions.  No 
attempt  to  admit  girls  into  the  town  schools  was  made  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Biiia  of  Credit  De-    So  great  had  been  the  depreciation  of  Bills 
prooiatiDg.         of  Credit  that  in  1747,  action  was  taken 
upon  the  matter  in  town-meeting.  "The 
Question  Was  put,  whether  the  Town  will  take  Something 
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of  [olf]  the  persons  that  have  the  bills  of  the  Town  P'pon 
Interest,  on  the  Consideration  of  the  Sinking  oi-  the  depre- 
ciating of  the  hills,  and  it  passed  in  the  athrmative,"  it 
was  voted  that  the  treasure!"  "shall  take  £:i  per  cent  per 
annum  for  the  last  year  Ending  in  May  last,"  The  town 
treasnrer  was  also  directed  to  ''let  out  the  bills  for  this 
year  Coming  as  Old  Ten'  bills  at  the  rate  of  £6  upon  the 
Hundred  for  Interest  and  at  the  rate  of  £3  Upon  the  Hun> 
dred  for  their  depreciating,  or  Sinking  in  their  Value.'' 
The  money  "produced  by  the  sale  of  the  school  lands/' 
was  voted  to  be  "  let  out  upon  interest/'  at  the  same  rate, 
the  town  running  the  Visque  of  the  depreciating  of  the 
bills." 

Libsrty  Onnted  to  Liberty  was  p^ranted  to  the  inhabitants  of 
theseoond  Pre-  the  second  precinct  to  Sell  200  acres  of 
land  on  the  hack  side  of  Whiteloaf  hilis 
that  was  formerly  sequestered  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
said  precinct,  which  land  with  300  more  formerly  granted 
them  was  to  be  in  lieu  of  their  right  and  interest  in  or  to 
the  land  lying  in  the  meadow  or  common  field  in  North- 
ampton, sequestered  for  the  ministry  provided  they  relin- 
quish their  right  or  interest  in  or  to  the  land  sequestered 
lying  in  the  I**  Precinct  &  do  aquit  and  discharge  the  same 
from  all  demands  of  or  from  the  2^  parish  in  said  town  on 
account  of  said  sequestered  land  lying  in  the  1**  precinct/' 

Additional  Grant  lu  1702,*  a  triangular  tract  of  land  contain- 
Divided.  Bute  jng  about  3,000  acres,  lying  between  North- 
ampton. Springfield,  and  Westfield,  was 
granted  by  the  General  Court  to  Northampton  and  West- 
field.  After  forty-six  years*  possession  as  common  land, 
a  proposition  was  made  in  town-meeting  for  its  sale  or 
division.  This  was  promptly  negatived,  but  at  the  after- 
noon session  that  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  the  matter 
postponed  till  January  30^^,  174|.  At  that  meeting,  "after 
the  matter  was  thoroughly  debated,"  the  decision  was 
reached  to  divide  all  the  land  in  the  ^*  additional  grant." 
In  February,  rules  for  the  division  were  adopted,  a  survey 
and  plot  of  the  land  ordered,  and  a  list  of  the  polls  and 

1  8«*  TOL  1,  p.  466. 
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estates  iipoii  which  the  division  was  Itfised.  was  entered 
upon  the  record.  It  was  provided  that  all  the  polls  of  the 
''Inhabitants  that  have  not  been  warned  out  of  Town," 
should  be  rated  at  £10.  All  persons  under  21  years  of  age 
should  be  accounted  to  their  parents  or  masters,  and  the 
valuation  added  to  the  list.  The  rule  of  division  was  as 
follows :  — 

**  That  the  Smn  Eaoh  peraon  is  aesessed  at  this  year  m  this  Town 

with  the  addition  of  the  Poll  or  Polls  he  pays  for  rospectirely,  Shall  be 
the  rule  to  (if'termine  Each  persons  Right  or  propiorlion  by,  ExcluRivfl 
of  Such  as  are  Excluded  a&  afores*',  Excoptiug  that  when  the  Polls  or 
Estate  of  others  of  age,  are  Set  to  any  particular  person  of  a  &mily, 
Each  person  Shall  be  Entitled  to  his  respective  Share,  that  Notwith- 
standing and  that  when  any  Orphan  bath  any  Estate  rated  the  right 
for  Snch  Estate  Shall  be  to  him  and  if  he  be  not  a  Servant  and  his  j)oll 
be  rated  that  Shall  be  to  Snch  Orphan's  own  beneUti  also  excepting 
that  the  Rev.  M*  Jonathan  Edwards,  minister  of  the  first  Precinct,  ^ 
Ber.  M'  Jonathan  Jndd,  minister  of  the  2^  precinct,  Shall  be  admitted 
each  to  a  right  Equal  to  the  Smn  of  £100." 

Non-resident  taxpayers  were  also  to  have  the  rights  of 

their  estates.  Because  the  lots  were  small,  parties  were 
allowed  to  draw  together  by  one  number  if  they  could 
agree.  There  are  two  hundred  sixty  names  on  this  list, 
which  imdouhtedly  includes  the  name  of  every  male  person 
in  Northampton  and  Southampton,  except  paupers  and 
transients. 


Btotistim  ot  this    Annexed  is  the  list,  showing  the  number  of 
DiTMon.  polls,  the  amount  at  which  each  person  is 

rated,  the  owners  of  meadow-land,  and  the 
place  of  residence  of  every  male  inhabitant  of  the  original 
town  at  this  date : — 


AerM 

Land.  Polls.  Ifotate.  Residence. 


Ezra  Clark 

1 

40 

Plain  (Bridge  St.) 

Josiah  Pomeroy 

3 

106 

*t  « 

Abner  Lyman 

1 

100 

27 

Ens.  Ebenezer  Sheldon 

3 

118 

tt  it 

Nathaniel  Curtis  (Moses  Wright)  2 

05 

it  tt 

11 

Dea.  Ebenezer  Pomeroy 

2 

70 

4.  tt 

d» 

John  Wright 

8 

86 

tt  tt 

17 

Hezekiah  Wright 

1 

4S 

tt  tt 

9 

Sergt.  Joseph  Wright 

1 

tt  <« 

Reuben  Wright 

1 

42 

it  ti 
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Acres 
Meadow 
Laud. 

1 

17 


Foils. 
1 
1 


16 
95 


89 


m 

14 


S4 


15 

ao 

81 


81 


m 

84 


91H 
5 

fH 
6 

25 

IS 

21^ 
7 


Aaron  Wright 
Gtad  Lyman 
Nathaniel  Edwards  Heirs 

Lt.  "William  Parsons  1 

Supply  Clapp  1 

Edward  Coats  1 

Amos  Loomis  1 

Oapt.  John  Jjvman  3 

Lt.  James  Lyman  2 

Jacob  Parsons  1 

Joseph  Alvord  3 
Ebenezer  Wright  Jr.  (Fatiieor  and 

Brothers)  4 

John  Bixge  Jr.  1 

EUhn  Parsons  1 
Mrs.  Morcy  Parsons  (hla  mother)  1 

Asa  Wright.  1 

Timothy  Wright  1 

Ebenezer  Aivord  2 

Noah  Strong  1 

Capt.  Orlando  Bridgman  1 

John  "Bridgman  1 

Ebenezer  Hawley  1 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Hawley 

Mr.  Joseph  Hawley  1 
Lt.  Eli  aha  Hawley 
Lt.  Nathaniel  Strong 

Nathaniel  Strong  Jr.  1 
Mr».  Martha  Strong  (wid.  of 

Samuel  Sheldon  1 

Samnel  Clarke  1 

Lt.  Noah  Wright  2 

Isaac  Parsons  1 

Selah  Wright  1 
Alngail  Parsons  (wid.  Nathaniel)  1 

Capt.  Preserved  Clapp  1 

EUphaz  Clapp  1 
Joseph  Lymau 

Lt.  William  Lyman  1 

Hedad  Lyman  1 

Lt.  Supply  Kingslpy  1 
Elizabetti  Strong  (wid.  Ebenezer) 

Capt.  Moses  Lyman  3 

Mr.  Jonathan  Strong  9 

Ensign  Caleb  Strong  1 


Estate.  Beflidenee. 
83    Bridge  Street 

137 

12  ** 
205 

06 

01 

41 

147 

m 

58 
67 


<» 
tt 
it 

«« 

t< 
(I 

it 


(( 
<» 
«( 
tt 

u 
«( 
t( 
It 
(I 
(> 


90  " 

02  Back  of  Cemetery 
188  Hawley  Street 
48 
34 
05 
34 
U 
118 


(( 

(< 
*i 
ft 
tt 
tt 
it 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 

tt 

tt 

ft 


tt 

t( 
tt 
if 
tt 
tt 
»t 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 

tt 
tt 
tt 


Plain 


94 
43 
06 

117 
40 
41 

18 

no 

76 
130 
59 
88 
59 

84  Pleasant  Street 

31 
167 
116 
9 
71 
88 
133 
85 
176 


It 
tt 


tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 


tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
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Acres 
Meadow 
Land. 

u 

12 

1^ 

10 

28 
IK 

Id 

19 

18 
6 
9 
1 

11 
6 


21 
16 


87 


m 

88 


89 

7 
83 
15 


PoLU. 

Pnaerred  Bartlett  8 

Jonathan  Bnrt  1 

Rbenezer  Bartlett  1 

Aaron  Bartlett  1 

Beujamiu  Bartlett  1 

Joseph  Bascom  1 

Wflliam  Jndd  1 

Samnel  Judd  1 

WiUiam  Bartlett  3 

Samuel  Matlier  1 

Ebenezer  Hunt  S 

Bela  Strong-  1 

Samuel  Marshall  1 

iSamiiel  Marshall  Jr.  1 

EUflha  Pomerojr  8 

Maj.  Seth  Pomeroy  8 

Edward  Baker  1 

Sanl  Alvord  1 

Epbraim  WiigM  1 
Elizabeth  Wright  (wid.  Jonathan)  1 

James  Searle  1 

Elias  Strong  1 

John  Strong  1 

Noah  Parsons  9 

Samnel  Eingsley  1 

C4i(leon  Paraons  4 

Wait  still  Strong  8 

■Tona+han  Kiugsley  8 

isatbaDiel  Clark  1 

Qideon  Clark  8 

Sdah  Clark  1 

Moses  Kingaley  1 

Isaac  St^arle  1 

Aaahel  Clap  1 

Aaron  Clap  1 

Capt.  John  Clark  8 

Josiali  Clark  Jr.  1 

Timothy  Cl;irk  1 

Seth  Clapp  1 

Lt.  Samnel  Clapp  9 

Ens.  John  dapp  1 

Capt.  Roger  Clap  4 

Samuel  Edwards  4 
Elatherine  Phelps  (wid.  Nathaniel) 

Nathaniel  Phelps  1 

Martin  Phelps  1 


Estate 
67 
41 
66 
8 
44 
48 
87 

76 
141 
146 

79 

74 

16 
174 
606 

89 

28 
108 

41 
7 

86 
8 
100 
lOO 
110 

88 

7t 

36 

86 

46 

81 

94 

48 

88 

96 

40 

86 

89 

68 

49 
198 

79 

68 

69 

88 


Resldenoe. 
Pleasant  Street 


i« 
(< 

4< 
«( 
l( 
(I 
«4 


(4 
t< 
t( 
(( 
4( 
l( 
4« 


(4  (• 

Main  Street 


If 

gg 

•  S 

*a 
%% 

44 

44 

14 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4« 

14 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

(00 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4( 

44 

44 

<t 

44 

44 

44 

44 

<4 

44 

44 

44 

44 

(1 

(< 

outh  Stre< 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4t 

14 

44 
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Aeres 
Land. 


Nathaniel  dark  Jr. 

18      .Totiathan  Strong  Jr. 
S8      Ebenezer  Hntcbinson 

Samuel  Clapp  Jr.  (last  house) 

6  Danid  Clark 
48      Mr.  John  Htint  (Kew  Boflton) 
28J^  Mr.  JosH})h  Hunt 

Ebeiiezer  Clark  Jr. 
Moses  Clark 
4n}4  Capt  John  Baker 
8      J ohn  Baker  Jr. 
Caleb  Clark 

Wid.  Saiali  Clark  (Caleb'8  mother) 
98}4  lit.  Jonathan  Hunt 

Brajamin  dark 
88     Jncrease  dark 
aO      Ens.  Jogiah  Clark 
91      Lt.  Ebenezer  Uiark 
SO^  Dea.  Noah  Cook 
17H  Noalidark 

Beth  Clark 
JW      Samtiel  Langton 

Obadiah  ifrary 
19)^  Benjamin  Edwards 

Ebenezer  Edwards 
16J|^   Israel  Rust 
ff^  j\t?ii  r  Ebenezer  Fomeroy 
12      Daniei  Pomeroy 
11     Samuel  Baker 

WUliam  Phelps 
16      James  Hiilliert 
14      Jonathan  Kust 
11     Thomas  Allen 

Aaron  Baker 
8     David  But 
8      Thomas  Burt 

Joseph  Burt 
50      Madame  iStoddaid 

Samuel  Phdps 

Jcdin  Alvord 

Jonathan  Alvorcl 

Zebadiah  Alvord 

7  Lt.  Joha  Miller 
EOeacar  Bart 
JohnFrary 

7     Ebeneaer  Phelps 


it 


<<  44 

Elm  Street 


it 
(. 
t< 

i4 
il 
it 
it 
t* 
It 
(< 


t( 
<l 
<l 
<t 
<t 
li 
t( 
tt 
« 
44 
It 


**  top  of  hill 
West  Street 


Polls.  Bstftte.  BMideooe. 

1  59    South  Street 

2  69 
1  82 
1 

1  50 

1  2i37 

1  121 

1  50 

1  02 

4  167 

1  57 

1  80 
46 

4  2ai 

1  48 

2  146 
2  97 

5  218 
4  70 
8  05 
1  14 
1  94 
1  23 
1  86 

1  106 

2  83 

1  m 

I  113 

1  42 

8  54 

33 

1  45 
1 

1  41 
8  97 

2  100 

1  7 
222 

8  67 

2  88 
1  18 

1  12 

2  82 
1  80 
1  13 
1  79 


tt 
*t 
tt 
tt 

it 


«< 
« 


Catholic  Church 
tt  tt 

Pancake  Plain 
Proq^  Street 


(< 

<< 

(< 

(« 

tt 

tt 

(« 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

It 

t* 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

King  Street 


tt 


ti 
tt 
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Aores 
Meadow 


Polls.  Estate. 


7 

f 

jAfiAnli  PIiaItici 

12 

JJUIiJ  11X11 LII  X  cIXdUUo 

■1 

X 

±w 

12 

Ik'l  no  •jrcj  V  T^l  n  Of 

LlilCfciActl  XVlli^ 

Aft 

o 

V 

ft 

1 
A 

an 
w 

tfl 

TTnnrnTri  nil  1tywv4 

o 

o 

lid 
lis 

IS 

T)oTkia1  T^i  n  ct 

a 

o 

44 

Tit 

1 

Hope  Boot 

1 

StophenBoot 

Aaron  Boot 

1 

Id 

Enoch  Sonthw«ll 

1 

1ft 

Mark  Warner 

1 

Mark  Warner  Jr. 

1 

1ft 

Daniel  Warner 

1 

1 

Elisha  Warner 

1 

'72 

Noah  Bridgman 

3 

81 

i 

Abigail  King  (wid.  John) 

Wid.  Hannah  Phelps     wife  Saanl) 

ia 

ID 

Caleb  Wright 

1 

o 

Israel  Sheldon 

1 

1A 
IV 

S 

Rev.  Jonathan  Ekiwarde 

100 

OA 

Mr 

Timothy  Dwight  Esq. 

2 

115 

Timothy  Dwight  Jr. 

1 

fift 

SO 

Sainnel  Conrtis 

oo 

K 

V 

John  Hanntim 

1 

K 

w 

Benjamin  Alvord 

1 

1A 
Av 

John  AUexander'a  Heirs 

Ithamar  dark 

1 

28 

Samuel  AUezander 

1 

%t 

Mr.  JoaiahPanKnu 

9 

194 

Setb  Strong 

1 

Ensign  Gideon  Lyman 

9 

140 

Jemima  Wright  (wid.  Samuel) 

1 

80 

Lt.  Benjamin  Sheldon 

% 

148 

Samuel  Hannom 

59 

9 

Samnel  deason 

1 

80 

Nathaniel  Day 

1 

7 

9H 

Jerijah  Strong  Jr. 

1 

68 

S 

Zebadiah  Miller 

1 

17 

8 

Bbenezer  Burt 

1 

44 

8 

Aaron  Miller 

17 

U 

John  Miller 

8 

74 

Thomas  Jndd 

3 

51 

Elias  Lyman 

1 

105 

Resideuce. 

King  Street 


Market  Street 


tt 
u 
«( 
tt 
t« 
«( 
<( 
{. 
«c 
« 
« 

fl 
«t 

4« 
(t 

4( 

l( 


Ki 


Lng  Street 
(«  « 

Sonth  Farms 
ft  «< 


1749.J   NEW  SCHOOLS— DIVISION  OF  ADDITIONAIi  GRANT.  189 


JKmmIov 

Land.  Foils.  Estate.  Bealdeuce. 


WilliAm  Walt 

0 

4  9 

South 

FanoB 

<t 

tt 

IN  HLlJrlllii'l  IVoj&vClOUt 

*> 

i( 

001/ 

0  Villi  X  cIaItUUB 

0 1 

(i 

(( 

(< 

tt 

(( 

tt 

tt 

tt 

21 

u 

ti 

141 

fiasthampfton 

T.^.  InllinVifiL  S\<»t4.Tl 

71 

t( 

tt 

1ft 

71 

V  X 

<< 

tt 

- 

«< 

tt 

Eliakiiu  dart 

87 

<( 

tt 

12 

80 

»« 

Ni 

suit i J i  111  1 1 1  A.'ovunc? 

34 

(t 

tt 

tt 

ZmIoo  Da,Tiks 

22 

« 

tt 

- 

{{ 

Titus  Wrisrht 

14 

«4 

David  Bartiett 

11 

4< 

tt 

140 

li 

tt 

•Tonathfin  l^sit 

2 

47 

<t 

tt 

"72 

1 

287 

«f 

tt 

3 

SO 

it 

tt 

EATiiJiiiiiii  Lvnisiii 

84 

Southamptou 

Hififv*  Jnnathaii  Jndd 

100 

<« 

tt 

ft 

711 

«« 

tt 

K 

V 

VjI f1  n  (\  T^dTTiPTnv 

ft 

w 

47 

«( 

tt 

7S 

tt 

tt 

1 

X 

17 

X  1 

ti 

tt 

1 

tt 

tt 

"Rbf^nezer  PomAniT 

1 

10 

tt 

tt 

1 

10 

XV 

tt 

tt 

-Tcmlnin.  Poniprrvv 

1 

10 

tt 

tt 

OCvInU  U.OA    X  VULAvX  V  JF 

1 

11 

X  X 

tt 

tt 

Boeer  Clam)  Jr. 

1 

22 

tt 

tt 

Ebesi«zer  Ffendi 

1 

9 

tt 

tt 

Jonathan  Clark 

1 

82 

tt 

tt 

Ebenezer  Cors^ 

1 

8t 

tt 

tt 

Eleazar  Haunum 

3 

3^ 

tt 

tt 

Ebeneeer  Eiaggley 

a 

26 

tt 

tt 

Nathan  Lyman 

1 

24 

tt 

tt 

Jooattian  Ba^rom 

1 

17 

It 

tt 

Stephen  Sheld  oK 

1 

81 

tt 

tt 

"Wid.  Mary  Sheidou 

29 

tt 

tt 

Noah  Pizley  (deoeased) 

14 

*t 

tt 
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Acres 
Meadow 
Land. 


Polls.  Estate. 


Residence. 


Elisha  Olark  (deceased) 

10 

N^^iaoiel  Searl  Jr. 

1 

7 

EUphazSearl 

1 

3 

Wid.  Miriam  Strong 

10 

John  Wait 

1 

25 

John  Wait  Jr. 

1 

a 

m 

De*.  Waitstill  Strong 

1 

85 

Thomas  Porter 

1 

8 

Nathaniel  Searl  Sen. 

8 

80 

Joseph  Clark's  Heirs 

10 

Dea.  Joha  Qark  Jr. 

1 

22 

Aaron  Clark 

1 

16 

Samuel  Banks 

1 

26 

Idiabod  Strong 

1 

20 

Elias  Lyman 

1 

20 

Stephen  Boot 

1 

16 

Samnel  Burt 

I 

38 

Moses  Wright's  Heirs 

18 

Phinehas  King 

t6 

Samuel  King 

1 

18 

6 

Tiiaukf  ul  Alexander 

6 

8 

Lydia  Dickinson 

16 

Non-Kesident 
Hatfield 

In  the  above  table  the  uiimbor  of  acres  of  meadow-laud 
assigned  tu  each  person  is  taken  from  the  apportion  men  t 
for  the  meadow  fence  assessed  in  1744,  five  years  before  the 
additional  grant  was  divided,  and  is  believed  to  include  all 
the  owners  at  that  time.  In  a  few  instances  the  number  of 
acres  belonging^  to  an  individual  is  not  carried  out  on  the 
original  record,  and  there  were  several  non-residents,  whose 
names  do  not  appear.  The  whole  number  of  acres  in- 
cluded within  the  meadow  fence  in  1744,  as  reported  by  the 
committee  at  that  time,  was  2493.  The  footing  above  will 
reach  3131  acres,  and  there  were  nearly  400  acres  owned  by 
non-residents. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


PRBCIKCTS— MR.  EDWARDS*  SALARY— QRBAT  AWAKENING. 

MuiRiTetOverBtep-  Unbasy  Mill  River  was  ti'yiiig  to  overstep 
ping  its  BouadB.  allotted  bounds,  near  Bartlett^s  Gate,  at 
the  lower  end  of  Pleasant  Street,  and 
measures  were  taken  in  1749,  to  prevent  anticipated  trouble. 
In  all  probability  the  place  where  the  greatest  mischief  was 
expected,  must  have  been  near  the  turn  by  which  the  river 
was  diverted  from  its  former  courae^  the  stream  naturally 
seeking  to  return  to  its  old  channel.  It  is  quite  evident 
that  the  bed  of  Mill  River  above  or  near  the  old  South 
Street  bridge,  was  formerly  many  feet  to  the  south  of  the 
cliatinel  in  'wTiich  its  current  now  (lows.  T.ess  than  a  gen- 
eration ago.  a  deep  gulley,  evidently  onee  Ilje  bed  of  the 
sti  eani,  extended  across  the  horue  lot  of  tli*'  late  ]\Ir.  Elijah 
Kiugsley.  In  1766,  there  existed  a  strip  of  land,  an  island, 
on  the  iiortli  side  of  the  river  between  the  gas  works  and 
the  bridge,  of  sufficient  size  to  warrant  a  vote  in  town- 
meeting  permitting  Capt.  William  Lyman  to  "fence  and 
feed  the  beach  above  Bathsheba  Hull's  house."  She  was  a 
negress,  and  lived  in  a  little  house  on  the  river  bank  just 
above  the  bridge.  Four  yeai's  later  there  was  danger  of 
the  river's  shifting  its  course  again  into  the  old  Mill 
Trench  northward  of  the  Island  where  Amos  Hull  dwelt." 
Tlie  surveyors  were  ordered  to  prevent  the  anticipated 
change  by  "hedging  or  otherwise/*  This  island  was 
formed  by  the  trench,  dug  in  1660,  to  carry  off  the  waste 
water  from  the  first  grist-mill,  erected  a  short  distance  up 
the  river,  and  throug'h  which  it  would  s^em  part  of  the 
current  then  flowed.  Much  of  this  hea^h  has  undoubtedly 
been  transfevred  to  the  oilier  side  of  the  river,  and  all  evi- 
dence of  the  old  trench  has  long  since  disappeared. 
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Hew  Bridffe  orev    A  new  bridge  was  built  over  Mill  Biver 
the  8te«.m.        «« aear  Waitstill  Strong's  "  in  1749,  and  the 

timber  was  or(?ered  "to  be  gotten  out  **  that 
winter.  The  next  year  the  accounts  for  building  this 
structure,  which  was  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  recent  old 
bridge,  were  accepted  and  ordered  to  l)e  paid.  It  was  called 
the  "Great  Bridge  over  Mill  rivt^r,"  and  cost  €918.7.0,  old 
tenor,  which  was  eciuivaleut  to  about  $100.  Tlie  old  bridge 
and  timber  was  ijold  for  £4.7.6.  A  gieat  flood,  caused  by 
heavy  rains,  occurred  in  December,  1748,  and  undoubtedly 
80  injured  the  bridge,  as  to  require  its  rebuilding.  This 
bridge  remained  in  use  for  more  than  twenty  years,  when 
it  was  carried  off  by  a  great  freshet^  which  occurred  in 
January,  1770,  but  it  was  immediately  rebuilt. 

EUshf}.  -^n  f  John  Pomeroy,  who  lived 
on  what  was  afterwards  known  as  the 
Judge  Lyman  place,"  was  a  blacksmith, 
bn<  became  a  merchant,  and  in  the  ymr  1749,  had  permis- 
sion to  erect  a  "  trading  sliop "  between  his  blacksmith 
shop  and  the  *' house  of  correction."  The  latter  was  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street  near  the  present  location  of 
Spooner's  Market.  This  must  have  placed  his  store  "well 
into  the  highway.  It  was  near  this  building  that  the  com- 
mittee decided  to  place  the  proposed  new  school-house. 

Town  Pound.  An  important  institution  in  every  town  was 
the  **  pound,''  a  lockup  for  all  stray  stock, 
which  could  only  be  redeemed  by  the  owner's  paying  the 
legal  fees.  Tt  was  usually  placed  near  the  entrance  into 
the  meadows,  tliongli  sometimes  it  was  near  the  meeting- 
house, and  in  some  instances  there  was  one  at  each  end  of 
the  town.  Northampton  ordered  one  built  within  a  few 
years  after  settlement.  It  was  situated  at  the  lower  end  of 
Pleasant  Street  near  the  meadow  gate,  and  is  still  familiar 
to  everyone,  though  it  has  now  fallen  into  disuse.  Consid- 
erable litigation  grew  out  of  the  practice  of  impounding 

1  This  Sood  is  nMuttoned  in  the  Dfty-Book  of        BbeoMtor  Hmit.  m  follow* :  — 

"  177P,  Jan.  "  A  rrcat:  rain  with  SrnUh  wind,  the  Mill  River  broke  up,  and  the  ice 
carried  oil  Lu  kiugwater  bridge.  It  wu  od«  of  the  highest  Hoods  that  any  persoo 
Temamboce  iu  Mill  Blvor,  when  the  Grett  Biver  did  not  eet  up.  It  was  o^er  the  hank 
In  my  home  lot.^' 
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animals.  Some  peivsons  had  tliem  incarcerated  unlaw  fully, 
wliile  others  rescued  them  after  they  had  been  locked  up, 
oi'  while  on  their  way  to  the  pound.  Many  allusions  are 
to  bo  found  upon  the  town  records  to  the  ])Ouiid,  which 
show  that  it  was  kept  in  complete  repair.  In  1?49,  a  new 
one  was  ordered  to  be  built  on  the  old  site. 

portionnoftheHigb-        1760,  Williaui  Judd,  living  on  Pleas- 
way  Sold.  ant  Street,  petitioned  for  permission  to 

purchase  a  piece  of  land  in  tlie  highway 
near  his  house.  A  committee  was  appointed  not  only  to 
consider  his  application,  hut  to  examine  the  highways 
throughout  the  town,  and  report  on  all  encroachments. 
Two  years  afterwards  another  committee  was  instructed  to 
**  see  in  what  parts  of  the  body  of  the  Town,  the  Streets 
and  highways  may  be  reduced,  and  part  of  them  sold  with- 
out inconveniencing  the  publick  and  report  thereon  as  sooii 
as  may  be."  Later  in  the  year  this  committee  reported 
that  land  might  be  sold  to  Mr.  J  ohn  Hunt  on  Elm  Street, 
a  short  distance  north  of  liis  new  house,  and  also  that  a 
portion  of  the  highway  adjoining  the  homestead  of  Saul 
Aivord  on  meeting-house  hill  might  be  sold  to  him. 

Eecordjng  Town    Much  negligence  prevailed  during  the  early 
Wamott.  years  of  the  settlement  m  regard  to  the 

record  of  town  business ;  the  clerks  did  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  record  the  names  of  many  of  the 
pet  y  town  officers,  and  some  other  things  were  omitted. 
The  practice  of  recording  the  warrants  for  meetings  was 
not  adopted  till  nearly  one  hundred  years  of  town  history 
had  elapsed.  Among  the  earlier  regulations,  adopted  in 
16612,  was  an  order  that  all  business  to  be  brought  before 
the  town,  must  be  considered  by  the  selectmen,  and  by 
them  presented  at  the  meeting.  This  may  he  considered  as 
the  foxmdation  of  the  system  of  notifying  by  warrant  what 
business  was  to  be  transacted,  but  none  of  tliese  documents 
found  a  place  upon  the  records.  Occasionally  an  old  war- 
rant ^vill  appear  among'  thf)  ancient  town  papers,  but  none 
earliei' than  the  eighteenth  century.  It  was  not  till  1751, 
that  the  first  of  these  papers  was  copied  upon  the  records. 
Major  Joseph  Hawley  was  at  that  time  town  clerk,  but  he 
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was  not  particular  about  recording  warrants,  and  very  few 

of  them  appear  till  1760  and  after,  when  Timotliy  Bwight 
was  chosen  clerk.  He  was  more  i)articular  and  systematic 
than  his  predecessors.  In  after  years  many  of  the  war- 
rants were  omitted,  and  only  left  on  file.  Indeed  the  town 
records  down  to  the  comTuencenient  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury were  decidedly  brief,  and  many  omissions  of  impor- 
tance are  noticeable.  Seldom  was  any  notice  taken  of  an 
election  of  Representatives  to  the  General  Court,  and  only 
in  more  recent  days  can  their  names  be  found  ui)on  the 
town  records. 

The  First  Praoinet.  "^^arly  a  dozen  years,  while  Southamp- 

ton was  ill  an  embryo  state — a  precinct  and 
not  a  town— it  was  necessary  to  keep  two  distinct  records 
in  Northampton,  one  for  the  town  and  the  other  for  the 
precinct  or  parish.  The  new  settlement,  first  known  as 
**  ^^ewhampton,"  was  still  an  integral  part  of  the  old  town. 
In  both  sections  the  secular  interests  were  identical,  but 
each  had  a  meeting-house  and  a  minister  of  its  own.  In 
the  distribution  of  the  territory  covered  by  the  "  additional 
grant/'  both  ministers  were  placed  on  an  equal  footing  and 
shared  alike.  The  business  of  the  First  Pansh  during 
these  years  was  not  of  special  importance,  and  the  precinct 
meetings  offer  little  that  is  of  interest  to  the  general  reader. 
To  vote  the  salary  of  the  pastor,  to  designate  the  quantity 
and  fix  the  price  of  the  wood  furiii^hod  him,  to  levy  taxes, 
rent  the  parish  land,  and  keep  the  meeting-house  in  repair, 
were  the  ])riucipal  questions  in  agitation.  A  matter  of  con- 
siderablu  perplexity  was  that  of  providing  fuel  for  the 
minister,  and  frequently  several  precinct  meetings  were 
required  before  it  could  be  adjusted. 

ito  Organisation.     The  first  precinct  meeting  was  held  on  Wed- 
nesday, February  10»  174^.   John  Stoddard 
was  chosen  Modei*ator,  and  Samuel  Mather,  Clerk.   It  was 

voted  "that  the  selectmen  or  assessors  chosen  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  March,  shall  be  the  assessors  for  the  precinct, 

for  the  year  current."  and  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to 
call  precinct  meetings.  Mr.  Edwards'  salary  "  for  the  past 
year"  was  to  be  £350  in  bills  of  credit,  aud  the  improve- 
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ment  of  one  half  of  the  sequestered  land  in  the  common 
field.  It  was  also  vr<»^r'd  to  provide  hini  with  wood  by  way 
of  rate,  and  the  assessors  were  *"  directed  to  make  a  tax  or 
assessmeiit  to  pay  the  same." 

saifttT  of  Mr.  Bd-  So  irregular  had  become  the  prices  of  com- 
modities  owing  to  the  fluctuations  in  the 
value  of  bills  of  credit  that,  at  the  March 
meeting  in  174f ,  Mr.  Edwards  projMsed  that  the  precinct 
should  allow  him  a  permanent  salary,  rather  than  fix  the 
amount  yearly,  a?  had  been  the  custom.  This  '^as  refused, 
but  Mr.  Edw'ards  wa,s  persistent  nnd  renewed  his  request 
year  after  year.  At  the  next  aTinual  meeting  he  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  precinct,  ^ving  his  reasons  at  length  for 
settling  or  fixini?  his  Salary  for  the  future."  His  main 
point  was  "that  bills  of  credit  had  been  fluctuating  and 
uncertain  in  their  value  and  were  still  depreciating  and 
sinking  in  their  value,  whereby  many  mischiefs  and  Incon- 
veniences arise."  After  an  extended  debate  the  meeting 
declined  to  grant  his  request,  but  adjourned  for  five  days 
in  order  to  give  Mr.  Edwards  opportunity  to  offer  what 
he  thinks  proper."  At  the  adjourned  meeting  an  attempt 
was  made  to  reconsider  the  former  vote,  **  but  it  was  not 
decided  whether  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  or  nep^ative." 
An  addition  of  £150  wa»s  made  to  his  salary,  and  the  price 
of  wood  fixed  at  lOs.  per  load.  Before  the  end  of  the  year, 
however,  at  another  meeting,  the  price  of  wood  liad  to  be 
raised  to  lbs.,  and  the  quantity  placed  at  eighty  loads. 

APenmnenfeSaiwr   lu  December,  1747,  a  special  meeting  was 
^0^^-  called  to  act  upon  this  question.   After  a 

statement  made  to  the  meeting  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards in  person,  the  proposition  to  establish  a  permanent 
salary  was  carried,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  question  and  devise  some  method  of  procedure.  They 
were  to  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting.  In  the  meantime 
£600  in  bills  of  credit,  old  tenor,  and  the  n^^  of  the  usual 
quantity  of  land,  were  voted  as  the  salary  :  the  price  of 
wood  being  placed  at  21s.  per  load.  In  the  mouth  of  Jan- 
uary came  the  old  comphiint  that  wood  enough  could  not 
be  obtained  at  the  price  offered,  and  it  was  voted  to  allow 
:^os.  per  load. 


196 


HISTOBT  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 


[17101 


Repnrt.  of  th*  Com-  committee  made  their  report  at  an 

mittee.  adjoui'iied  meeting  in  December,  but  it  was 

not  accepted.  It  was  a])parently  referred 
back  to  tiiom  for  further  consideration.  At  tlio  annual 
March  meeting  the  next  year,  the  oommittee  submitted 
the  following  report :  — 

**  The  couunittee  appointed  by  the  First  Precinct  In  Northampton,  to 
conaicter  of  a  motioii  of  Um  Ber.  Mr.  Jonathan  EdwardB  fat  the  set- 
tling of  his  ealaiTt  having  folly  oonndered  that  matter,  hare  agreed  to 

Tppnrt  n.R  their  opinion,  that  it  is  n^rivisaWe  for  the  Precinct  to  ■^pftlp  r\ 
Salary  as  a  ret^ompense  for  Mr.  Edwards  Labour  in  the  Qospel  Minis* 
try  amongst  them  and  particularly  they  propose 

"That  Mr.  Bdwards  be  allowed  the  Xmprovement  of  one  half  of  the 
Sequestered  Land  tiiat  Lyeth  in  tiie  Oommon  or  General  Field  In  the 

Town  of  Northampton,  to  use  it  annuallT,  during  his  Continnance  in 
the  work  of  the  Ministry  amongst  them,  aiid  that  lie  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  Town  Treasury  annually  One  Hundred  Poundg  in  bills 
of  PabUo  Credit  of  tike  old  TesF  of  the  Talne  they  now  pass  at,  to 
enaUe  him  to  purchase  firewood  for  his  family,  and  in  case  that  In  any 
year,  fire  wood  shotild  V  Hommonly  Sold  for  moi^  than  twenty-five 
Shillings  Iff  Load,  for  an  ordinary  81ed  Load,  that  then  &  in  Such  Case* 
the  Parish  malce  an  addition  to  the  Hundred  Pomide  proportionate  to 
the  rise  of  wood,  and  in  case  wood  shall  in  any  year  be  sold  Commonly 

for  les'^  thnn  twenty  fivr  shillini::^  pe^r  Load,  then  the  sum  to  he  paid 

for  tL:Lr  purpose  be  proporliuTiu])!  \'  Ic-s^  ihan  (jue  Hrmdrfd  Pounds. 

"They  further  report  that  there  be  annually  paid  to  s'd  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, ont  of  the  Town  Treasnry  a  fnrther  Snm  of  Seyen  Hundred 
F^nds  in  bOls  of  Public  Credit  of  the  old  Ten'  at  their  present  -value, 

or  in  other  bills  of  Public  Credit  proportion  ably,  and  the  valne  of  the 
Bill-*  to  be  Estimated  by  the  prices  of  the  following  necessaries  of  Life, 
which  are  now  Recorded  at  the  followmg  rate»,  viz :  Wheat  at  80b. 
per  Bushel,  Rye  at  SOs.  per  Bushel,  Lidian  Com  at  per  Bushel, 
Perk  at  9a.  per  pound,  and  beaf  at  twelve  pence  per  pound,  and  in  Case 
that  any  or  all  of  these  necesfwnVn  of  Life  before  mentioned  Should  in 
any  yeai  vary  in  their  price,  bo  ae  to  alter  the  General  Bmum  that  then 
there  be  an  addition  to  the  Summ  oi  £700  or  a  diminution  therefrom, 
So  as  to  make  the  Sum  to  be  paid  proportionate  to  £700  at  the  prices 
hereinbefore  set.  as  for  Instance  if  each  of  these  fire  articles  Should 
rise  in  thmr  price  One  Eighth,  that  then  an  Eighth  be  added  to  the 
sum  of  ^;700)  or  if  two  of  them  Should  rise  one  quarter  and  one  rise  an 
Eighth,  and  the  other  two  remain  at  the  Same  price,  that  then  there  be 
an  addition  of  one  Eighth  to  the  £700,  and  So  if  the  prices  of  those 
necessaries  Should  be  lowered  in  like  manner,  that  the  Sum  be  lowered 
in  the  bame  proportion.  The  foregoing  Sums  to  be  paid  annually  to 
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the  Rev.  Mr.  Jnuathau  Edwarda  so  long  as  be  shall  Coatisue  in  th« 
ministry  among  them. 

<«  John  Stoddard      Eben*  Pom«roy      Tlmo.  Dwight 
Sam'l  Uather        Joseph  Hawley      Bbn'  Hniit.'* 

"  And  the  matter  being  long  debated  the  Question  was  pnt  whether 
the  first  Precinct  in  Northampton  do  receive  and  accept  the  Report  <»f 
8<d  Ck>auaittee»  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  hy  a  Great  Majority/* 

How  the  Frio es  It  was  also  Yoted  that  prizes  of  the  nec- 
TenniMd^  ^  essftries  of  Life  which  are  the  Basis  or 
foundation  upon  which  the  snm  of  £700  to 
be  annually  paid  is  to  be  raised  shall  be  determined  at  those 
seasons  of  the  year  annually  yIz.  :  beaf  Sometime  in  the 
fall  of  the  year,  &  Wheat,  Rye  Indian  Corn  &  Pork  in  the 
month  of  January."  The  assessors  were  to  name  the 
** prizes."  ''always  Conferring  and  Consulting  with  Mr, 
Edwards  in  doing  the  same."  Mr.  Kdwards  signed  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  satisfaction  with  the  above  arrange- 
ment. 

AnothwOffttoUr.    The  loug  Consideration  required  to  bring 
Bdwards.  about  this  adjustment,  and  the  evident 

reluctance  with  which  it  was  granted,  in- 
dicate that  the  relations  between  pastor  and  people  were  at 
that  time  somewhat  strained.  Indeed  the  first  breach  be- 
tween them  had  already  occiirriMl.  though  it  may  be  in- 
ferred that  the  immediate  uiifortmiate  effects  of  it  were 
slowly  passing  away.  And  this  belief  is  strongly  empha- 
sized by  the  fact  that  in  the  follow  iug  May,  the  precinct 
voted  ail  addition  of  £170  to  the  salary  of  Mr.  Edwards 
to  enable  him  to  support  his  family  and  purchase  books." 


Naughty  cbudnn  The  rising  generation  seem  to  have  been  a 
to  be  PnniBiMd.  thom  in  the  flesh  of  their  elders,  particu- 
larly on  the  Sabbath.  Instead  of  listening 
with  proper  decorum  while  the  minister  "improved"  his- 
seventhly,  eighthly,  or  even  twelfthly,  they. spent  their 
time  in  a  way  that  greatly  annoyed  the  congregation.  So 
unruly  did  the  children  become  thai  it  was  found  necessary 
to  appoint  a  special  committee  of  seven  pei'sons  "  to  inspect 
their  behaviour  in  the  meeting  house."  This  committee 
was  "Impowered  and  desii*ed  to  prosecute  those  that  are 
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disorderly  in  tlie  time  of  pnWic  worship,  that  are  above 
the  ago  of  16  years  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace."  The 
younger  disturbers  were  to  be  set  before  the  Deacou's  seat 
as  a  public  example."  In  March  174|,itwas  voted  that 
the  young  women  that  are  seated  in  the  front  corner  Pew 
in  the  Gallery  be  removed  &  the  Pew  be  seated  with  young 
men."  An  absolutely  ungallant  vote^  unless  other  seats 
were  provided  for  the  young  women,  of  which  there  seems 
to  he  no  evidence. 

ThACotttrorerBf  The  Controversy  concei^ning  the  admission 
withXr.B«wards.  members  to  the  chnrch,  the  ostensible 
ground  on  which  the  dismissiJ  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards was  based,  began  in  1749.  This  contention,  so  fully 
treat*  d  in  Dwight's  *'  Life  of  President  Edwards,  "  has  been 
the  theme  of  many  able  writers.  Its  historical  details 
have  been  exhausted,  but  a  general  outliue  of  its  principal 
facts,  to  which  it  is  impossible  to  add  anything  essential, 
seems  to  be  necessary.  This  chapter  of  history,  while  not 
at  all  creditable  to  Northampton,  must  needs  find  a  place 
in  its  annals. 

Tbe  OvMt  Awaken-    Before  entering  upon  that  subject  it  may 
be  well  first  to  outline  the  Great  Awaken- 
ing, which  left  its  impress  upon  the  Eng- 
lish speaking  world.   It  commenced  in  Northampton,  and 

spread,  not  alone  throughout  the  town  and  county,  bnt 
encompassed  New  England,  embraced  the  colonies  of 
America  and  c-xteiided  across  the  ocean  to  England  and 
Scotland.'  The  labors  of  Mr.  Edwards  had  been  al)uu- 
dantly  rewarded.  Thus  far  during  his  pastorate  revivals 
had  followed  each  other  at  intervals,  each  more  effective 
than  its  predecessor,  till  the  fame  of  Northampton's  minis- 
ter extended  far  and  wide.  During  the  fifteen  years  im- 
mediately following  the  death  of  his  grandfather  his  earn- 
est and  powerful  presentations  of  Gospel  truth  had  borne 
almost  constant  fruit.  This  last  and  most  powerful  awak- 
ening, which  took  place  within  half  a  dozen  years  of  that 
of  1735.  already  alluded  to,  was  the  most  effective  of  any 
that  had  yet  visited  the  New  England  churches.    It  began 

1  AUea's  Ut6  of  J oa&tiiaa  fidvactU,  p.  184. 
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in  this  town  in  1740,  and  its  manifestations  were  very 
greatly  stimulated  by  the  aid  of  George  Whitefield,  who 
Tisited  Nortliampton  in  October  of  that  year,  *  From  this 
time  forward  tlie  revival  continued  to  increase  till  it  spread 
throughout  the  town,  embracing  both  old  and  young.  At 
first  it  appeared  among  professors  of  religion,  but  soon 
deep  concern  was  manifested  among  the  youth.  This  was 
followed  by  an  awakening  among  the  very  young,  and  be- 
fore the  new  year  commenced  religions  subjects  almost  ab- 
sorbed the  conversation  in  all  classes.  The  fervor  aug- 
mented as  the  season  progressed,  and  in  the  Autumn  Mr. 
Edwards  writes :  —  * 

The  months  of  August  and  September,  were  the  moet  Temarkable 

of  ftny  this  year,  for  appearances  of  the  conviction  and  conversion  of 
fliimers,  and  great  reviving8»  qnickeningg.  and  comforts  of  proie^sors, 
and  tot  extraordinary  external  eflfects  of  these  things.  It  was  a  very 
frequent  thing,  to  aee  an  honae  fall  of  ont-cti^,  f aintinga,  oonvnlaooiB, 
and  suchlike,  both -with  distress,  and  also  with  admiration  and  joy. 
It  was  not  the  manner  here,  to  hold  meetings  all  night,  as  ir.  '■■nv.xe 
{tlaoes,  nox  was  it  common  to  continue  them  till  very  late  iu  the  uight ; 
bat  it  was  pretty  oftesi  so,  that  there  were  some  that  were  so  affected, 
and  their  bodies  so  overcome,  that  they  oonld  not  go  home,  bnt  were 
obliged  to  stay  all  nlgtat  where  they  were.** 

In  the  latter  i>art  of  1741,  there  was  "some  ahatement  of 
these  extraordinary  appearances,  hut  they  did  not  wholly 
cease.''  Early  in  the  following  year  Mr.  Buell,^  an  evan- 
gelist of  some  note,  came  to  Northampton,  and  during  a 

1  Id  alluding  to  the  work  of  Mr.  Whitefield  in  UTorthampton,  Mr.  EdwardB  mys:  ~ 
He  pr»a«hed  here  four  sennons  in  the  meeting  house  (besides  a  private  lecture  at 
my  hotiM)  one  on  Friday,  Miotli«r  on  Satarday,  and  tiro  upon  the  SabbAtb.  Tho 
oooftretiratlon  wm  «stnM>n!laarily  melted  by  OTexy  sennon ;  almost  tli«  whole  aaaem- 
bly  being  in  teara  toe  a  ^freat  part  of  sennoo  time.  Kr.  Whitefleld's  sarin ons  were 
SOitable  to  tl>e  circumatftDces  of  the  town  ;  containing  a  just  reproof  of  our  bHi  lt- 
lUdtngs,  AQd  la  a  most  moving  and  affecting  manner,  making  use  of  out  great  pro- 
feMdons  nnd  great  nereles,  m  •rgument*  vlth  oe  to  return  to  Ood,  from  whom  we 
had  deputed.^*— Dwlght^  Ltfe  of  Edwards,  ik  160. 

a  i>wight*sLite,Pikias,iei. 

S  Ber.  Sttfnuel  Boell  was  bom  In  Coventry,  Ot.,  and  was  gxaduated  from  Yale  Col- 
toRO  In  ITU.  H«  propoeed  to  stady  tbeology  with  Mr.  Edwards,  bnt  owing  to  the 
progress  of  the  great  revival  obtained  »  liceiiHe  to  preach  and  entered  upon  the 
work  of  preaohlng  as  an  itinerant.  He  was  lor  several  years  an  evangelist,  and  fi- 
nally eettled  at  Bastbamptoa,  L.  L  Of  him  Mr.  Bdwards  writes "  About  the  beglnp 
ning  of  February  Mr  Buoll  came  to  this  town.    I  was  thf-n  absent  fron]  home, 

and  continued  so  till  about  a  fortnight  after.  Mr.  liuell  preached  from  day  to  day, 
almost  STSty  day,  in  tbo  meeting  house.  He  spent  almost  the  whole  tima  in  religious 
exercises  with  the  people,  either  in  public  or  prlTSte,  the  people  oonttnually  throng* 
iBff  hiSL^—Dwigbt's  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  164. 
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brief  absence  of  Mr.  Edwards,  ^  preached  almost  every  day 
in  the  mcetiiiij-'honse.  He  wjus  uccompaTiied  by  a  number 
of  zealous  persons  from  Suffield,  Ct.,  and  his  discoui'ses, 
gnpplemented  by  their  exhibitions  o£  feeling,  greatly  in- 
tensified the  already  prevailing  nenrous  tension.  **Th© 
people  were  exceedingly  moved,  crying  out  in  great  num- 
bers in  the  meeting  house,  and  a  greater  port  of  the  oon> 
gregation  commonly  ikying  for  honrs  after  the  pnbUc  ser- 
vice." The  manifestations  mentioned  by  Mr.  Kd  wards 
seem  to  have  been  redoubled  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Bnell ; 
there  were  tears,  shoutings,  fallings,  and  trances,  some- 
times continuing  for  twenty-fonr  hours  or  more.  Disturb- 
ances of  this  nature  became  ?«o  fi'equent  that  on  several 
occasions  meetings  were  completely  broken  uj)  V)y  them. 
Mr.  Buell  remained  here  in  all  six  weeks,  and  succeeded 
in  stirring  up  the  people  in  a  most  wonderful  manner. 
But  the  strain  was  too  great  to  last,  and  during  the  sum- 
mer the  religious  fervor  sensibly  abated,  and  died  out  com- 
pletely during  the  following  winter. 

BMMiiciai  Bs« et    Notwithstanding  the  strong  nervous  stimu- 
uiiontikeTowa.     lation  under  which  it  was  conducted,  and 
to  which  in  a  great  measure  may  be  attrib- 
uted its  success,  the  effect  of  this  revival  upon  the  people 

of  Northampton  was  beneficial  in  a  marked  degree.  It 
permeated  all  classes,  influencing  old  and  young  alike,  and 
everywhere  exhibited  its  good  results.  This  was  especially 
noticeable  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  Faction  which 
had  long  overridden  the  community,  was  well  nigh  oblit- 
erated. The  two  parties  into  which  the  town  had  for  so 
many  years  been  divided,  were  essentially  mingled  into 
one.  The  temper  of  the  people  was  greatly  softened ;  they 
were  more  guarded  in  their  commimication  with  each 
other ;  and  town-meetings  were  carried  on  with  less  heat 
and  acrimony.  One  of  the  most  memorable  results  of  this 
state  of  feeling  was  the  settlement  of  the  controversy 
about  the  common  lands,  which  had  agitated  the  town  for 

1  It  was  onitooMWj  for  ttaA  oletgj  oC  Ifow  Bnglaiid  to  go  about  Mnong  other 
eIntroliM  at  Tailous  ttmos,  «<Mn«Min««  naktnfr  an  an^iaoge  of  palpita,  extaadlnf  ovar 

severivl  weeks.  1i  wa-  ; nKuifily  w)i'>ri  Mr.  Kilwards  wan  Rvwy  on  an  occasion  of  this 
kind  tbat  Mr.  Buell  took  hU  plaetj.  It  seomis  to  baye  be«a  m  eystem  of  awakealoj; 
taotioa  muoh  Id  praeUoa  at  that  tlma. 
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more  than  a  generation.  Another  equally  memorable  re- 
STilt  was  that  the  peojjle  were  more  than  ever  united  in 
their  religious  opinions.*  Such  a  condition  of  affairs  was 
never  before  known  in  the  history  of  the  town.  Appar- 
ently religion  had  taken  deep  root,  and  the  moral  standard 
of  the  i>eople  had  been  greatly  henefited.  This  feeling  out- 
lived the  immediate  heat  and  excitement  of*  the  revival, 
and  the  impression  upon  church  and  people  had  every 
appearance  of  permanence. 

Such  was  the  result  and  such  the  effect  of  the  great 
awakening  upon  the  town  of  N"^)rthampton,  yet  like  all 
similar  movements  it  gradually  subsided.  The  methods  of 
the  revivalists,  always  comhated  by  the  more  conservative, 
at  last  eame  under  censure,  and  clergymen  of  high  repute 
opposed  their  continuance  ;  a  controversy  arose  so  deaden- 
ing in  its  effects  that  tinall^*  the  revival  died  out  entirely. 

1  Letier  of  Joaatbau  £dw«rda,  Owifbt^a  Lite,  p.  VHt. 
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Tootig  People  Ao-  As  might  have  been  expected,  the  reaction 
in^immorai  ^^^^^''^^'^^fe'  ^'  '^'^  excifcement  left  vital  religion 
BoJ**."*"**'*  »t  a  low  ebb,  and  a  season  of  tmusTial  lax- 
ness  prevailed.  During  this  condition  of 
affairs  orcurred  the  tirst  radical  diilerenco  hf'tween  Mr. 
Edwards  and  liis  people.  It  originated  in  1744,  auiODg  the 
younger  and  more  recently  admitted  members  of  the 
chnrch,  some  of  whom  laid  themselves  open  to  censure  by 
reading  immoral  books. '  Mr.  Edwards  jat  once  took  meas- 
ures to  suppress  the  evil  and  punish  the  offenders.  He  de- 
livered a  sermon  touching  upon  the  matter  in  a  general 
way,  called  the  church  together,  made  his  charges  and  pro- 
duced hi^  evidence.  Unanimously  the  church  voted  to  in- 
vestigate, and  a  committee  of  inquiry  was  chosen.  With- 
out due  consideration,  and  certainly  with  questionable 
judgment,  Mr.  Edwards  then  proceeded  to  read  from  the 
pulpit  the  names  of  the  young  people  implicated,  req^uest- 
ing  their  appearance  at  a  certain  date  before  the  investi- 
gating committee.  In  the  list  were  the  names  of  many 
persons,  members  of  the  oldest  and  most  influential  fami- 
lies in  the  town,  as  well  as  of  others  nearly  allied  to  them. 
No  discrimination  was  made  between  the  accused  and  those 
who  were  merely  cited  as  witnesses.  When  this  revelation 
burst  like  a  bomb  upon  them,  church  and  people  were 
astounded,  "and  the  town  was  suddenly  all  in  a  blaze."* 

1  FoMiblr  tbey  preferred  *  Pamele,^  whioh  bed  then  just  revealed  «  new  aoaroe 
of  avQeement  to  the  trorid,  to  awekeninir  eermoae  Leelle  Stepben,  Houte  in  s 
Llbraiy,  Si  '  1.  .  2,  p.  (B.  TLe  most  Jiamnless  work  of  modern  fiction  WWlId  then 
dovbtlees  bave  been  denouDeed  by  the  clergy  of  New  Englftnd  as  «a  emanatiao  from 
tbedeTUieadtbecemaybeagsatnof  ttatb  In  the  aboTe  ewggeetton. 

S  Dwiglit**  Ute  of  BdwMde,  p.  son, 
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Willie  t"he  iniiocent  vehomently  protested  against  such 
piil>licity,  the  guilty  were  equally  vociferont^  in  their  de- 
nunciations of  the  whole  proceeding.  Consequently  their 
parents  declined  to  continue  the  investigation.*  Many  of 
the  persons  implicated  refused  to  appear,  othei'S  who  did 
obey  the  summons,  were  insolent  or  treated  the  committee 
with  contempt,  and  nothing  conld  he  accomplished.  The 
eyil^doers  triumphed,  and  the  authority  of  both  pastor  and 
church  was  greatly  weakened.  The  young  lost  much  of 
their  respect  for  religion  and  its  interpreters,  and  a  state  of 
great  worldly-mindedness  prevailed  for  many  years.  Still 
the  immediate  bitterness  of  this  unfortunate  occurrence 
would  undoubtedly  have  disappeared  and  was  to  some  ex- 
tent diminishing,  when  Mr.  Edwards  four  years  afterwards 
proclaimed  his  opposition  to  tlie  *'«tahlished  method  of  ad- 
missions to  the  church,  and  ref  used  longer  to  abide  by  the 
usual  custom. 

Mr.  Edwards  Be-    Duriug  thsse  seasouB  of  awakening,  all  ad- 
pudtotes  St  o  d .    missions  to  the  church  were  made  in  accord- 
ance  with  the  method  pursued  for  so  many 
years  by  Hr.  Stoddard.  This  imiversally  called  **Stod- 
dardean  System'*  was  believed  in  and  adopted  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards.  For  many  years,  however,  he  had  scruples  of  con- 
science about  the  admission  of  members  to  the  church 
who  made  no  pretence  to  true  godliness."   Study  and  re- 
search only  confirmed  his  doubts,  and  he  decided  that 
should  any  one  seek  admission  to  the  church  he  would  ])ut 
his  theory  into  practice.    But  so  completely  had  the  effects 
of  the  y)reviou8  excitement  died  out,  that  for  several  years 
there  were  no  applicants  for  church-membership.   In  order 
to  acquaint  the  public  with  his  change  of  sentiment,  in 

1  Verr  few  iiuiUl«iits  ooiuieniliig  this  affair  hare  be«n  iwaaarTed.  and  but  few 

names  persona  in  any  Tray  connected  with  it  can  now  be  identified.  Thp  foHow- 
iag  stAtemeDt  is  transcribed  from  the  Judii  MSB. :  —  Sarab  Ciarh;«,  daughter  of  Eh«- 
nesw,  was  one  of  those  aoeowd  of  reading  bad  books.  Slio  told  her  stoiy  before  the 
committ«e  ;  -tras  herself  iunooent  and  believed  most  of  tbose  were  «rho  were  accttsed. 
6)i«  aald  there  was  much  exaggeration,  though  some  were  gnilt  j.  Moees  Lyman  was 
the  oomplainaat  to  Hr.  Edwards.  Sarah  Clarke  in  time  of  revival  used  to  hear  one 
sermon  erery  day,  and  spin  a  mn  of  yam  dal^.  When  those  acoueed  of  readinc 
bad  books  were  some  of  them  examined  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Bdwards,  the  males  wen 
assembled  in  a  room  on  the  njain  "  r.  mi  3  the  females  in  the  room  above.  A  ladder 
Stood  against  the  house*  and  a  young  man,  said  to  be  —  Fomeroy.  went  np  the  lad- 
der, and  looked  In  at  the  ehamber  window.  This  oansed  some  talk,  and  was  oob> 
<i  r  r  eel  by  alL  Bpbxalm  Wright  aeknowledged  that  he  was  one  of  the  bad  book 
party. 
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1746,  he  publisher!  a  pamphlet  entitlod  a  ''Treatise  on  the 
Keiigious  Affections."  Few  of  his  people  perused  this 
work,  and  it  was  not  till  three  years  after,  when  he  made 
known  his  sentiments  to  the  standing  comniitree  of  the 
church,  that  the  parish  began  to  realize  the  position  he  had 
assumed.  The  year  previous,  however,  Mr.  Edwards  arbi- 
trarily refused  to  admit  a  certain  person  to  the  church, 
unless  he  made  a  profession  of  faith  in  accordance  with  the 
new  views  of  the  pastor.  Though  willing  to  subscribe  to 
the  profession  prepared  by  the  pastor,  the  young  man  de> 
clined  to  accept  it  as  a  passport  to  church-membership.^ 
This  apparently  ahmpt  change  of  sentiment  and  procedure 
on  the  part,  of  Mr.  Edwards,  cansed  considerable  excite- 
ment. At  that  time  "all  the  churches  in  the  county,  ex- 
cept two,  and  all  the  clergy,  except  three,  approved  of  the 
lax  mode  of  admission."  *  Still  venerating  tlie  memory  of 
their  former  pastor,  wJio  had  led  tliem  for  so  many  years, 
the  people  were  unwiiiiug  to  accept  the  new  doctrine. 
When  Mr.  Edwards  announced  his  change  of  views  to  the 
church  committee  he  proposed  to  them  to  preach  on  the 
subject.  But  this,  while  the  public  mind  was  in  such  a 
ferment,  they  decidedly  opposed,  suggesting  that  instead 
he  should  give  his  reasons  in  piint.  Accordingly  he  **  ap- 
plied himself  with  all  dilligence  to  prepare  something  for 
the  press,"  ■ 

And  Pubiishea  hu    In  the  meantime  a  yonng  woman  ])resenting 
Views.  herself  for  admission  to  the  cliurch,  was 

requiie<l  hy  Mr.  Edwards  to  make  a  public 
profession.  This  she  consented  to  do  if  the  church  author- 
ities approved.  The  church  commitlee,  however,  refused 
to  admit  her  on  those  conditions  by  a  vote  of  three  to  fif- 
teen. In  April,  1749,  Mr.  Edwards  proposed,  *'if  the 
church  desires  it,''  to  resign  his  ministry.  He  coupled  his 
offer,  however,  with  a  proviso  that  everybody  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  read  his  book,  and  that  in  the  council  of 
dismissal  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  vote  who  had  not 
either  read  his  treatise,  or  listened  to  what  he  had  to  say  in 

1  Dwf?ht'9  Life  at  Bdw»f4s,  p.  814. 
8  lb.  p.  907. 
t  lb.  p.  SIS. 
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his  own  defence  from  the  pulpit.  No  response  wa^  n^ade  to 
this  proposition.  As  Mr.  Edwards  seemed  to  dt  iitnd  so 
fully  u]>on  tlie  effect  he  had  hoped  tu  produce  by  the  publi- 
cation and  circulation  of  his  book,  the  people,  who  had 
already  determined  upon  their  course,  were  impatient  that 
it  should  appear,  and  the  delay  always  attendant  upon 
printer^s  work,  was  actually  used  to  discredit  the  pastor. 
It  was  not  that  a  majority  were  waiting  to  read  the  book, 
for  when  it  appeared  in  August,  only  about  twenty  copies 
were  distributed  through  the  town,  and  very  few  of  these 
were  carefully  perused. 

Mr.  Edwards  tries     On  the  15*''  of  October,  no  fnrtlier  jidvance 
to  Ascertain  the     having  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  the  * 
ciercymenby     difficulty,  Mr.  Edwards,  desiring  the  ad- 
m—at  of  m  D»y     vice  o£  some  of  the  neighboring  ministers, 
ot  Fasting.  proposod  that  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer 

should  be  observed.  The  church  assenting,  the  pastor  sug- 
gested that  the  adyice  of  those  clergymen  invited  to  assist 
in  the  fast-day  services,  should  be  requested  concerning  the 
admission  of  members.  The  church,  however,  after  dis- 
cussing the  matter  adjourned  without  action  till  after  the 
fast.  Several  persons  desirous  of  joining  the  church  had 
signified  their  willingness  to  make  a  public  confession,  but 
the  committee  were  unwilling  to  admit  them  in  that  man- 
ner, and  it  was  concerning  these  pending  requests  that  Mr. 
Edwards  desired  the  opinions  of  the  neighboring  clex'gy. 
The  fast  was  announced  for  Thursday,  the  26^'', 

Petition  tor  a  pm.  To  such  a  height  had  the  excitement  already 
oinet  Meetmg.  reached,  that  many  persons  were  ready  to 
proceed  to  extreme  measures  at  once.  In 
the  church  meeting  a  council  ''to  bring  matters  to  an 
issue  "  had  been  advocated.  This  feeling  manifested  itself 
without  delay  in  a  most  unmistakable  manner. '  The  next 
day,  October  16**,  a  petition  signed  by  eleven  persons  was 
presented  to  the  precinct  officials,  asking  that  a  meeting  be 
held  ^' m  quick  m  may  be,"  to  consider  the  position  of 
affairs.    In  this  (locument  it  was  pro|»osed 

"that  Mr.  Edwards,  by  the  Precinct,  or  by  a  committee  which  tbe 
Ftvdnct  shall  appoint,  may  be  in  a  friendly  and  in  a  cbristiau  manner 
treated  with  and  entreated  to  recede  or  come  back  from  his  principles, 
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which  he  has  pr*  tent^prl  to  maintain  in  his  late  book,  against  his  own 
firactice  and  Mr.  ;Su>dda.rd's  practice  and  principles,  with  respect  to  thd 
adnusflkm  of  eliiiioh  momberfl.** 

If  he  refused,  and  the  precinct  declined  **  to  come  into 
his  notions  or  principles,"  then  the  alternative  of  a  separa- 
tion was  to  be  considered.  Here  was  a  threat  that  if  the 
pastor  did  not  back  down  he  must  be  dismissed.  The  fol- 
lowing names  were  signed  to  this  petition :  — 

John  Hant,  (r3.']  Lyman,  Ephraiin  WriL'-ht,  .Tosiab  Pomeroy,  Jona^ 
than  Strong  Jr.,  Johii  Lyiuau,  J  amen  Lymaa*  Jonathan  Hunt*  JOMpb 
Wright,  Gideon  Lymau,  Beth  Pomeroy. 

A  Fftmuy  Pttrtr.     Here  was  quite  a  family  party ;  nine  of  the 
eleven  signers  were  related  by  birth  or  mar- 
riage. John,  Gideon  and  Gktd  Lyman  were  brothers ;  Gad 
Lyman  married  the  sister  of  Josiah  and  Seth  Pomeroy. 

The  latter  were  brothers  ;  and  Seth  Pomeroy  married  the 
sister  of  Jolm  and  Jonathan  Hunt,  who  were  also  brothers. 
Jonathan  Strong  Jr.,  and  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Hunt  were 
cousins,  an<l  James  Lyman  was  an  uncle  of  John,  Gad  and 
Gideon  Lyman.  These  men  were  all  strong  opponents  of 
lir.  Eidwards.  Ephraim  Wright  acknowledged  that  he 
was  among  those  accused  of  reading  immoral  literature. 
The  wife  of  Zadoc,  son  of  Jdhn  Lyman  and  nephew  to  Gid- 
eon and  Gi<d  Lyman,  was  among  the  number  cited  before 
the  committee  by  Mr.  Edwards.  These  facts  indientf'  rluit 
much  of  the  bitterness  of  feeling  engendered  by  the  unfor- 
tunate affair  of  five  years  before  still  lingered  and  was 
coming  to  the  surface.  Only  four  of  the  a))()ve  eleven 
names  can  be  found  upon  the  church  records  at  that  time. 

Contlaaous  Precinct    Three  days  after,  the  precinct  meeting 
MeetiiiK.  convened,  but  it  was  not  deemed  advisa- 

ble to  act  upon  the  suggestions  of  the  pe- 
titioners till  after  the  fast.  The  only  question  decided  was 
that  the  parish  did  not  desire  Mr.  Edwards  to  preach  upon 
the  question  at  issue.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  for  two 
weeks.  Though  the  petitioners  had  not  gfiined  their  object, 
they  had  accomy^^ished  an  important  purpose.  In  thus 
placing  the  matter  before  the  procinct,  the  way  was  o[)ened 
for  that  series  of  meetings  by  means  of  which  affairs  were 
managed  by  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Edwards  throughout 
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the  controversy.  This  meeting  was  not  dissolved  till  tlic 
desired  result  was  reached.  For  more  than  a  year  it  was 
continued  by  adjournment  from  time  to  time. 

TheDayocyastioe.   No  record  remains  concerning  the  day  of 

fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer.  It  was 
shorn  of  mnch  of  its  significance  when  the  invited  clergy 
were  not  permitted  to  consider  the  question  at  issue,  and 
its  proceedings  had  no  influence  whatever  on  subsequent 
events. 

The  Adjourned  Pre-  On  the  22**  the  ])i-ecirict  met  according  to 
oinot  M eettiiK.  adjournment.  It  decided  not  to  ask  the 
advice  of  the  neighboring  clergy  concern- 
ing the  admission  of  members  by  profession,  nor  was  it 
willing  to  allow  any  one  to  enter  the  church  in  that  way 
pending  the  existing  controversy.  Mr.  Edwards  was  de- 
nied the  privilege  of  preaching  on  the  absorbing  topic,  and 
his  request  to  leave  that  point  to  the  decision  of  the  neigh- 
boring  ministers  was  also  negatived. 

A  Committee  of  Con-     At  the  adjoumed  precinct  meeting  held 
fereac© chosea.        on  the  2^  of  November,  the  original  f  peti- 
tion came  up  for  action.    The  principles 
advanced  by  the  pastor  were  nut  accepted,  and  a  counnittee 
of  nine  persons  was  chosen  to  confer  with  Mr.  Edwards, 

"and  to  devise  or  Gonoert  what  proper  methods  Shall  be  taken  to  pre- 
serve  the  peace,  Umty  and  Comfort  of  this  Chnrch  &  Precinct  and  to 
pnt  an  End  to  the  GontroveTsy  now  Snhsisting  between  minister  and 

people."  This  committee  wa«?  composed  as  follows  :  —  Ebene^er  Pom- 
eroy  Esq..  Dea.  Jno.  Clark,  Samuel  Maiher,  Mr.  Joseph  Hawley,  Lieot. 
Noah  Wright,  Sergt.  Joseph  Wright,  Deacon  Noah  Cook,  Major  Seth 
Pomeroy,  and  Sergt.  Ebenezer  Hunt. 

In  it  may  be  traced  relationships  similar  to  those  already 
pointed  out,  not  only  among  themselves,  bnt  also  in  some 
instances* with  the  signers  of  the  petition,  two  of  the  latter 
being  members  of  the  committee. 

Tbe  Conference  and    ln  a  coiif oreiice  w it  h  Ml'.  Kil  wards  the  next 
Counter  proposi-    f\^y       ^yj^g  a.-^kod  bv  tlie  committee  if  he 
had  any  "mca.sures  to  propose."    lit;  re- 
plied that  he  had  already  »nggested  what  he  considered 
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reason  ah]  e  ;  a  fair  hearing  was  all  lie  desired,  and  he  was 
willing  to  admit  to  his  pulpit  any  person  whom  the  com- 
mittee should  designate  to  reply  to  his  argntnents.  There- 
upon the  committee  submitted  a  proposition  fairly  on  a  par 
witb  the  one  in  which  Mr.  Edwards  offered  to  resign  his 
]>a8torate.  3ir.  Edwards  was  to  preach  upon  the  subject  at 
issue,  hut  his  sermons  must  first  be  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee,  who  were  to  lay  them  before  some  clergyman,  who 
should  read  his  reply  immediately  after  Mr.  Edwards  had 
concluded  his  sermon.  With  this  proposition  Mr.  Edwards 
was  nnwilling  to  comply  unless  he  should  be.  allowed  to 
examine  his  antagonist's  sermon  hofore  preaching  his  own. 
So  this  hattledore  and  sliultleeock  inetliod  of  argmnenta- 
tion  did  not  mLateriaiizu.  Objection  was  aiso  made  by  Mr, 
Edwards  to  the  precinct's  taking  the  initiative  in  the  man- 
agement of  an  ecclesiastical  affair  of  this  nature.  It  should 
be  done  he  said  by  the  church. 

The  Committee  Re-  Unablo  to  comc  to  Eny  satisfactory  agree- 
povte  to  tba  PcB-  ment  with  the  pastor,  the  committee  sub- 
mitted a  re|>ort  to  the  precinct,  at  an  ad- 
journed meeting  held  on  the  9"'  of  November.  They  were 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  tliat  the  precinct  should  re- 
quest the  church  to  apply  to  some  of  the  neighboring  min- 
isters for  advice  and  counsel. 

Mr.  BdwATda  Ob|eeta.  This  rei>ort  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 

Edwards  on  the  evening  before  the  pre- 
cinct meeting.  But  having  no  opportunity  to  confer  with 
the  committee  after  perusing  it,  he  forwarded  a  communi- 
cation to  the  meeting.  In  it  he  made  strong  objection  to 
the  precinct's  requesting  the  church  to  call  an  ecclesiastical 
council  to  issue  the  dispute  between  the  minister  of  the 
Precinct  and  the  Precinct."  If  the  church  should  call  a 
council,  it  woiQd  be  for  the  purpose  of  considering  difficul- 
ties of  its  own,  and  not  the  precinct's  disputes.  He  said 
that  it  was  "  not  yet  certain  that  there  was  any  dispute  or 
difference  between  the  pastor  and  the  church,  for  this  had 
never  been  properly  tried."  He  still  further  objected  to 
the  church  being  limited  by  the  precinct  to  any  course  of 
action.   The  precinct  had  no  more  right  to  direct  or  limit 
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the  cliurcli  to  a  certain  method  of  proceeding  than  the 
church  had  to  limit  or  direct  tho  precinct  in  the  manaore- 
meut  of  its  alfairs.  Tlie  church  might  yet  take  some  action 
which  would  supercede  the  need  of  a  council.  He  was  not 
opposed  to  call i Jig  a  church  meeting  to  secure  and  promote 
the  interests  of  religion.. 

A  (Jhocob  Meeting    This  communication  had  a  decided  eiiect 
Called.  upon  the  meeting.    Though  the  report  of 

the  committee  was  accepted,  yet  the  vote 
requesting  church  action  was  so  modified  as  to  cover  one  at 
least  of  the  points  raised  by  Mr.  Edwards.  The  church 
meeting  was  to  he  called  to  determine  "  whether  there  is 
not  a  dispute  between"  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  church  "  re- 
specting the  question  he  hath  argued  in  his  book,"  and  if 
so,  "to  see  if  the  church  will  not  apply  to  some  of  the 
neighboring  ministers  for  their  advice."  Ten  more  persons 
were  added  to  the  committee,  two  of  whom  were  deputed 
to  wait  on  the  pastor,  and  lay  before  him  the  action  of  the 
precinct. 

Ignore  tiie  Book  The  principles  propounded  by  the  North- 
but  want  it  An-  amptou  minister  at  once  opened  up  a  dis- 
cufision  among  the  clergy  throughout  the 
colony,  and  rumor  intimated  that  their  pens  were  busy  in 
reply.  Unwilling  either  to  read  Mr.  Edwards'  hook  or 
allow  him  to  preach  on  the  «ul)ject.  yet  his  parishioners 
were  anxious  that  his  argiiment.s  should  be  coufuted.  Ac- 
cordingly the  precinct  desired  Mt-.  Eljenezer  Hunt  to  obtain 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Solomon  Williams  of  LebauoiJi,  a  copy  of  the 
notes  he  was  pie  paring  in  opposition  to  these  new  doc- 
trines. After  voting  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  council, 
the  precinct  meeting  was  adjourned  one  month. 

A  stotmy  Oboroh  Agreeably  to  the  vote  of  the  precinct,  Mr. 
•  Meeting.  Edwards  called  the  church  together.  But 

tenacious  of  what  he  deemed  the  peculiar 

rights  of  that  body,  he  varied  some-r^iiat  from  the  phrase- 
ology suggested  by  the  parish  in  naming  the  purpose  of 
the  meeting.  He  proposed  this  (question  for  their  action  :  — 
**  What  course  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  church  under  its 
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present  difficulties,  with  respect  to  the  admission,  of  mem- 
bers into  the  church.*'  This  was  not  exactly  the  subject, 
at  least  not  as  thus  stated,  that  the  opponents  of  the  pas- 
tor desired  the  church  to  act  upon.  A  heated  discussion 
followed,  and  plain  talk  was  indulged  in  on  both  sides. 
Finally  the  threat  was  made  that  if  he  refused  to  act  as 
had  been  suggested,  the  precinct  would  warn  a  church 
meeting  without  him.  Mr.  Edwards  denied  the  right  of 
the  precinct  to  dictate  to  the  nhnrch  the  reasons  for  calling 
it  tog;et'her.  He  argued  that  it  was  a  had  prpcedeut  for  the 
church  to  submit  to  the  dictation  of  the  precinct,  and  an 
unreasonable  way  of  managing  cliurch  affairs  to  bring 
them  first  into  a  precinct  meeting  in  wliich  the  pastor  had 
no  right  to  appear,  and  when  decided  upon,  order  the  pas- 
tor to  carry  them  out.  By  such  a  course,  he  said,  church 
meetings  would  become  a  nullity,  and  the  pastor  a  **  cypher. " 
He  considered  the  proposition  to  apply  to  neighboring  min- 
isters for  advice  concerning  the  course  the  church  should 
pursue,  unreasonable,  because  all  but  one  of  them  were 
opx>osed  to  his  teachings.  Notwithstanding  he  consented 
to  put  to  vote  as  desired  by  the  parish,  the  question 
whether  there  was  any  dispute  between  the  pastor  and  the 
people  on  thesnhipct  at  issue.  The  vote  which  was  iai-gelj'" 
in  the  affirmative,  must  have  satisfied  Jiim  ou  that  point. 
Then  instead  of  coraplying  with  the  suggestion  of  the  pre- 
cinct with  reference  to  seeking  advice  from  neighboring 
ministers,  h«  insisted  that  a  mutual  council  should  be 
called  to  consider  the  general  question  in  controversy  and 
the  best  method  of  deciding  the  difference.  A  long  debate 
ensued  and  the  meeting  adjourned  without  action  for  one 
week,  having  first  chosen  a  committee  of  five  persons,  with 
Major  Seth  Pomeroy  as  chairman,  all  members  of  the 
already  existing  precinct  committee,  to  confer  with  the 
pastor. 

Major  Pom«ro7  At  the  cousuHation  with  Mr.  Edwards,  his 
Swings  the  arguments  so  far  prevailed,  that  the  entire 
Hectics.  committee,  with  the  exception  of  its  chair- 

man, signed  a  report  recommending  a  mutual  council,  ou 
the  terms  pi  uj.  used  by  the  pastor.  This  was  presented  at 
the  adjourned  church  meeting.  Major  Pomeroy,  however, 
was  strongly  opposed  to  this  course.   He  contended  that 
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the  terms  of  the  proposal  were  too  broad,  aiul  opened  the 
way  for  the  discussion  of  topics  that  they  were  not  yet 
ready  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  a  council.  He  accused 
Hr.  Edwards  of  having  more  regard  for  his  own  welfare 
than  the  good  of  the  church,  and  argued  that  the  church, 
ensnared  by  the  general  terms  of  the  proposition,  would 
thus  consent  to  a  consideration  of  the  question  concerning 
the  pending  admissions.  Should  a  recommend atiou  to 
admit  them  prevail,  Mr.  Edwards  would  gain  a  victory, 
and  though  the  fid  vice  of  the  council  was  not  "binding  '*it 
might  lay  the  church  imdcr  a  disadvantau:*  . "  Major  Pom- 
eroy's  arguments  had  a  'Ifcided  effect,  and  the  church  re- 
fused U>  accepL  the  report.  Ten  more  names  were  added 
to  the  committee  and  the  meeting  adjourned  for  two  weeks. 

TheChuTohDeofdea   So  stroug  had  become  the  feeling  against 

not  to  Col.  brat,  pastor,  that  certain  members  of  the 

the  Lord  s  Supper,  gj^^j.^,]^  refusod  louger  to  partake  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  under  his  administration,  and  censured  him 
for  appointing  Sacraments.   To  test  the  sentiment  of  the 

church  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Edwards  put  to  vote  the  ques- 
tion wli ether  that  ordinance  should  be  coutinued,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Composition  of  the  The  committees  chosen  by  the  church  and 
Committees.  precinct,  were  composed,  the  former  of  fif- 
teen and  the  latter  of  nineteen  persons. 
And  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  fourteen  of  the  fifteen  mem- 
bers of  the  church  committee  were  identical  with  those 
who  served  the  precinct  in  the  same  capacity.  This  may 
have  been  a  coincidence,  but  in  all  probability  it  was  xm- 
avoidable,  as  the  leading  men  in  church  and  parish  were 
the  same. 

Report  of  this  Com-    The  enlarged  committee,  after  due  delib- 
mittee.  eratiou,  prepared  a  report  which  they  sub- 

mitted to  Mr.  Edwards.  They  proposed, 
that  previous  to  any  endeavors  after  separation,  an  advisory 
council  should  be  chosen,  confined  wholly  to  Hampshire 
County  churches ;  suggesting  that  the  definitive  councU,  if 
decided  upon,  should  a]s*>  be  l)ound  by  the  same  limits. 
They  recommended  that  if  Mr.  Edwards  continued  to  ad- 
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vocate  the  principles  set  forth  in  his  book,  he  ought  not  to 
remain  pastor  of  the  church;  that  the  business  proposed 
to  the  advisory  council  should  he :  —  whether  the  church 
should  take  any  longer  time  to  peruse  Mr.  Edwards'  book  ; 
whether  the  church,  considering  the  great  opposition  to 
Mr.  Edwards,  both  in  church  and  precinct,  should  not  use 
means  for  an  immediate  separation ;  and  if  so  what  meas- 
ures should  be  taken  to  that  end.  The  committee  also  pre- 
pared a  rote  to  he  offered  in  the  church  meetino;,  proposing 
that  steps  should  be  taken  for  an  immediate  dissolutiou  of 
the  pastoral  relation,  in  case  Mr,  Jjldwards  refused  to  accede 
to  their  views. 

Mr.  EAwmta»  B».  To  theso  suggostioDS  Mr.  Edwards  promptly 
tb^M  oii'i^  demurred.  He  replied  at  great  length  in  a 
tto^.  '  oommunioation  addressed  to  the  meeting, 
taking  up  each  topic  separately,  showing 
their  inconsistency  with  one  another,  and  their  unfairness 
to  him.  He  charged  the  committee  with  arranging  before- 
hand what  was  to  bo  done,  and  confiniujE?  the  action  of  the 
council  solely  to  that  decision,  and  he  suggested  that  hav- 
ing provided  bet'orohand  a  verdict  for  the  council,  it  was 
superduDUs  to  call  one.  He  took  the  ground  that  the 
church  might  possibly  differ  in  opinion  from  the  precinct 
(losing  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  same  men  composed  both 
bodies,  and  had  the  power  to  carry  out  in  one  organization 
what  they  formulated  in  the  other).  Most  strongly  he  ob- 
jected to  the  determination  to  confine  the  council  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Hami>shire  County  churches,  because  nearly 
all  of  them  were  in  sympathy  with  his  opponents.  He 
charged  them  with  endeayoring  to  influence  him  by  the 
threat  of  recommending  an  immediate  dismissal  unless  he 
assented  to  their  views.  Undoulited] y  this  reply  of  the 
pastor  was  irritating  and  provoking.  It  contained  some 
thrusts  that  the  committee  could  not  well  parry.  The 
effect  was  plainly  noticeable  at  the  next  meeting  with  him. 

Anothar  Meetinf.  At  the  uext  oonfet>ence  with  the  pastor 
strong  LuigiM0e.    there  was  considerable  excitement,  and 
Major  Pomeroy  spoke  plainly.   It  was  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  he  said,  that  the  church  had 
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been  put  to  an  abundance  of  trouble  and  difficulty  by  rea- 
son of  tbe  course  purstted  by  Mr,  Edwards.  His  own  opln- 
ion  and  advice  wa.s  that  the  pastor  should  take  the  matter 
into  sorions  and  solonm  consideration  and  contemplation. 
He  further  intimated  that  the  committee  had  decided  not 
to  dally  longer  about  the  nnatter,  at  the  same  time  present- 
ing him  with  their  ultimiituiiij  whicli  would  be  reported  to 
the  church.  They  recommended  a  mutual  council,  com- 
posed of  seven  or  nine  churches,  all  in  Hampshire  County, 
to  which  should  be  communicated  the  existing  state  of 
affairs,  insisting  that  the  opposition  to  Mr.  Edwards  was  so 
great  that  the  council  should  proceed  at  once  to  dissolve 
the  pastoral  relation. 

Reply  of  Mr.  Ed-  To  thesc  Statements  Mr.  Edwards  replied, 
proposing  that  five  or  seven  of  the  nearest 
churches  should  be  called  to  decide  whether 
churches  out  of  the  county  should  be  included  in  the  coun- 
cil to  dismiss  the  pastor,  whether  the  time  had  come  to 
take  such  action,  and  if  not,  to  advise  with  reference  to  the 
present  conduct  of  affairs.  With  regard  to  the  proposed 
report  of  the  committee  he  would  not  consent  to  it,  or  put 
any  such  thing  to  vote  in  the  church  meeting,  unless  first 
advised  to  do  so  by  a  council  such  as  he  advocated.  This 
was  something  of  a  set-back  to  the  committee,  and  they 
revised  their  report,  agreeing  to  suggest  that  a  council  of 
tive  churches  in  Hampshire  County,  mutually  chosen, 
should  consider  tlie  question  whethei-  the  proper  time  had 
arrived  for  convening  a  council  for  dismissah  whether  min- 
isters of  churches  froin  other  counties  should  be  allowed  to 
take  part  in  it,  and  to  advise  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued 
in  preparation  for  such  a  conncil. 

Th9  Report  Debated 

This  report  having  been  submitted  at  the 
ftod  Adopted.        adjoumed  church  meeting,  Mr.  Edwards 

protested  vigorously  against  its  proposi- 
tions. He  insisted  that  the  council  should  be  composed, 
not  of  churches,  but  of  neighboring  ministers,  who 
although  they  were  prejudiced  against  him,  were  less  out- 
spoken in  their  opposition  than  other  ministers  in  the 
county.   As  an  alternative,  he  proposed  to  leave  the  mat- 
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ter  with  the  ministers  of  the  association.  The  question 
was  long  deltated  and  yarions  suggestions  were  offered  by 

"botli  sides,  but  tli*^  mpeting  adjourned  witliout  action.  The 
next  day,  after  I'ui-tlier  discnssion,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  substantially  adopted.  It  was  decided  that  a 
council  from  five  of  the  seven  nearest  cluirclies  should  be 
invited,  and  steps  were  taJcen  to  preseiit  the  case  properly, 
on  behalf  of  the  chnrch.  Hon.  Ebenezer  Pomeroy,  Lieut. 
Noah  Wright  and  Joseph  Hawley  were  chosen  agents  for 
that  purpose,  but  Mr.  Hawley  declined  to  serve.  Again 
the  church  refused  to  observe  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper. 

Precinct  Meetings.     While  the  eliUrcii  was  lahoi'iug  witli  the 

problem,  the  precinct  met  from  time  to 
time,  but  transacted  no  business.  On  the  18*^  of  Decem* 
ber,  a  vote  was  passed  to  provide  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  Council,"  to  pay  all  the  expenses  and  to  engage 
Major  Lyman  [Hon  Phinehas  Lyman]  of  Suffield,  to  assist 
in  presenting  the  case.  Major  Seth  Pomeroy  was  author* 
ized  to  wait  on  Mr.  Lyman^  and  "  obtain  his  services  at  a 
suitable  reward.'' 

Meeting  of  th^  On  the  26"*  the  council  met.    It  was  com- 
coimoii.  posed  of  Rev.  Chester  Williams  of  Hadley, 

Rev.  Timothy  Woodbiidge  of  Hatfield, 
Rev.  Edward  Billings  of  Cold  Spring  (Belchertown),  and 
Rev.  Jonathan  Judd  of  Southampton.  The  church  in 
Sunderland,  which  had  been  invited,  was  not  represented. 
The  names  of  the  delegates,  with  the  exception  of  that  of 
Dea.  Strong  of  Southampton,  have  not  been  preserved. 

Mr.  Kdward.s  Argues    Mr.  Edwards  spok©  hi  iiis  owii  hehalf  be- 
iu«  raae.  fote  the  council.   The  main  questious  he 

presented  were,  whether  it  would  *'be 
worth  the  while  to  use  any  endeavors  for  an  accommoda- 
tion,^' whether  the  parties  were  '*now  ripe  for  a  separa- 
tion,** **  whether  it  was  for  any  thing  blame*worthy  and 
scandalous  in  the  pastor,  which  rendered  him  unfit  for  the 
ministi  y.  and  woi-th  v  to  be  dismissed  from  it,"  and  whether 

1  in  Dwight  *  hUa  ot  Edwards,  p.  ^1,  it  is  stated  thftt  Mr.  LyauM  "deolinod  the 
propojMd  MrTio*.*' 
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lie  sliould  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  tlie  county  for  members 
of  the  final  council.    He  claimed  that  the  clergy  in  ilie 

county  were  nearly  all  opposed  to  Mm,  and  would  not 
therefore  be  impartial  jndgfes  :  and  that  his  people  had 
never  given  liini  a  fair  hearing,  eitlier  in  public  or  ])rivate. 
Declaring  his  righi  to  preach  liis  })rincii)les.  he  contended 
that  if  he  did  so  the  people  were  obliged  to  hear  hiju,  and 
requested  the  council  to  decide  that  point  iu  his  favor. 
Many  of  the  accusations  against  him  he  answered  com- 
pletely^  arguing  that  he  had  not  been  treated  fairly,  attrib- 
uting it  to  the  fact  that  his  people  or  the  leading  men 
among  them,  had  from  the  first  determined  that  he  must 
be  dismissed. 

Contention  of  the  No  record  is  to  be  found  of  the  arguments 
chaiah  trnre-     advanced  by  the  agents  of  the  cliiirch. 

Only  from  an  occasional  allusion  to  them 
in  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Kdwards,  can  an  idea  of  their  pur- 
port be  obtained. 

Mr.  Bdwtrds  again  After  another  lengthy  argument  in  favor  of 

offers  to  Resiun        position,  Mr,  Edwards  made  a  second 

conditional  otter  to  resign  his  ])astorate. 
He  proposed  that  the  people  should  listen  to  his  declaration 

of  principles,  defer  all  further  action  upon  the  matter  till 
spring,  when  the  traveling  would  l>e  more  comfortable, 
not  agitating  the  qut  stiuu  iu  tiie  meantime.  Then  if  they 
desirvi  a  council  of  clinrches  to  settle  the  controversy,  allow- 
ing him  to  choose  some  members  of  it  from  other  counties, 
and  tho  council  should  be  able  to  "  find  out  no  way  for  a 
composition  or  accommodation/'  he  would  resign,  provided 
the  precinct  would  free  him  from  rates. 

Dectotott  utd  Ad-  The  ooimcil  decided  that  there  should  be  a 
journmentofthe  restoratlou  of  the  sacrament ;  that  pastor 
Council.  people  should  converse  freely  about  the 

points  in  controversy,  but  that  there  should  be  no  public 

proceedings  relative  to  them.  An  opinion  was  also  ex- 
pressed that  the  opposition  of  the  church  committee  to  Mr. 
JEdwards'  preaching  upon  his  principles  was  one  probable 
occasion  of  the  uneasiness  and  dissatisfaction,  which  pre- 
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vailed.  Probably  to  see  wbat  effect  their  recoinmendatioiis 
would  produce,  the  council  adjourned  to  the  first  Wedues- 
day  in  February,  17|8. 

Anotiier  Aborttve    An  adjoumed  precinct  meeting  was  held  on 
cootoreiuw.  fij-gf,  of  January,  at  which  a  committee 

of  seyen^  persons,  all  of  them  prominent  in 

the  previous  interviews  with  the  pastor,  was  chosen  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Edwards  in  a  free  christian  and  frif pdly 
manner,  afrrfpably  to  the  advice  of  the  late  council."  Still 
anxious,  however,  that  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Edwards 
should  be  answered,  Mr.  Williams  not  liaving  pnblislied 
his  pamphlet,  the  precinct  voted  to  take  effectual  care  to 
employ  some  suitable  person  that  is  going  to  Boston/*  to 
interview  Mr.  Clark  of  Salem  [Rev.  Peter  Clark]  to  ascer- 
tain  if  he  proposed  to  answer  Mr.  Edwards'  book. 

When  the  above  committee  sought  an  interview  with  the 
pastor,  he  objected  on  the  ground  l^at  the  proposition  of 
the  committee  made  the  whole  matter  a  public  proceeding, 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  council,  but  he  expressed  a 
willint^ness  to  confer  with  each  member  of  the  committee 
or  any  others  in  their  private  capacity. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


DISMISSAL  OF  BEV.  JONATHAN  EDWARDS. 

Final  Decisidn  of  AGREEABLY  to  adjotirnment  the  counen  re- 
the  CouiwjiL  assembled  February  7* the  subject  uuder 
discussion  being  the  fight  of  the  yjastor  to 
select  members  of  llie  final  council  outside  the  county 
lines,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  his  opinions  with  fervor 
and  earnestness,  evidently  producing  a  favorable  impres- 
glon.  After  considerable  debate  the  council  found  itself 
evenly  divided,  and  no  decision  was  reached,  A  compro- 
mise was  finally  agreed  upon,  by  which  the  pastor  was  per- 
mitted to  select  a  minority  of  the  members  from  other 
counties.  Mr.  Edwards  had  contended  for  the  privilege  of 
naming  one  half  the  council  outside  of  Hampshire  County, 
while  the  church  insisted  that  none  should  be  so  chosen.  * 

Pulpit  Riu'^its  of     ^Ii'-  Edwards  then  desired  that  the  couneil 
the  Pastor.  should  decide  whether  he  had  a  right  to 

preach  his  opinions  fi-oni  his  own  pulpit, 
but  they  declinerl  to  consider  the  question,  liolding  that  he 
had  that  privilege,  and  that  he  ouglit  not  to  leave  that 
question  to  any  council.  Thereupon  Mr.  Edwards  declared 
that  he  judged  he  had  a  right  to  preach  on  the  subject  on 
the  Sabbath,  but  would  take  the  least  offensive  method, 
and  deliver  a  course  of  weekly  lectures  on  the  topic. 

The  Precinct  Un-    At  a  meeting  adjourned  to  February  12*",  a 

wtiung  to  »Uow    committee  to  confer  with  Mr.  Edwards,  and 

blm  to  PrMoh         ■.  .      i.         t     ^  •      j>  \  • 

bisPeeoitarDoo-    endeavor  to  dissuade  him  from  preaching 

trines.  on  that  subject,  was  ap[)ointed  :  it  then  ad- 

journed to  Marcli.  Mr.  Edwards  declined  to  accede  to  this 
request,  and  went  forward  with  his  lectures.   The  first  one 

tlT 
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was  attended  by  mmij  strangers,  but  few  of  liis  parmh- 
ionerswere  present.  It  fell  on  a  day  when  the  County 
Court  was  in  session,  and  the  Justices  adjourned  the  court 
in  order  to  attend  the  lecture.  A  deserved  compliment  to 
the  fame  of  the  preaclier.  as  well  as  a  decided  indication  of 
the  interest  manifested  in  this  importa.nt  question. 

A4Tice SoQ^t from  ^  movement  waR  then  made  to  have  a 
the  HftmpBhirs  chuvch  meeting  convened  in  order  to  seek 
Amoototton.  advice  of  the  HampsMre  Association 

of  Ministers.  Bnt  Mr.  Edwards  objected.  Hardly  a  week, 
he  said,  had  passed  since  a  conndl  had  been  held  for  that 
very  purpose,  and  the  condition  of  affairs  had  not  since 
materially  changed.  He  further  declared  that  he  would 
have  no  hand  in  calling  any  more  councils,  unless  he  might 
be  permitted  to  invite  from  other  counties,  members  favor- 
able to  his  own  views. 

Tlierenpon  a  paper  was  prepared  desiring  the  association 
to  convene  and  give  advice.  It  recited  that  Mr.  Edwards 
hail  declined  to  call  the  church  together  to  make  the  re- 
quest, and  that  he  refused  to  assist  in  calling  any  mure 
councils,  unless  he  might  choose  one  half  the  members 
from  other  counties.  This  paper  received  about  fifty  sig- 
natures, and  was  forwarded  to  Bev.  Mr.  Williams  of  Had- 
ley.  He  sent  the  summons  to  the  members  of  the  associa- 
tion to  meet  at  his  house  at  a  time  named.  In  this  docu- 
ment it  was  stated  that  the  people  of  Northampton  were 
desirous  that  some  one  should  preach  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  controversy,  and  sought  the  advice  of  the  associa- 
tion thereon. 

Only  six  of  the  twenty-five  ministers  comprising  the 
association  responded.  Three  of  them  had  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  who  told  them  that  he  desired  to  select 
only  a  portion  of  his  half  of  any  council  from  beyond  the 
county,  and  not  the  whole  as  had  been  represented.  The 
meeting  adjourned  without  action.  Indeed  it  would  have 
been  impolitic  and  contrary  to  usage  for  so  small  a  number 
of  members  to  pledge  any  thing  in  behalf  of  the  asso- 
ciation. 
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Anotiwr  Animated  In  meantime  the  weekly  lectures  were 
ciiiirebXMtiiig.  continued,  and  large  audience?:  srnthered  to 
listen,  among  wliom  were  to  l>e  found  few 
Nortlia.iiii)toii  pPOj)le.  After  the  fifth  and  last  lecture,  in. 
accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  precinct,  Mr.  Edwards  called 
a  church  meeting  to  agree  upon  a  council.  This  was  ap- 
parently one  of  the  most  hotly  contested  of  the  many 
church  meetings  that  had  been  held.  The  first  yote  was 
upon  admissions  to  the  church,  and  a  large  majority  signi- 
fied  their  preference  for  the  old  ^va^ .  By  a  hare  majority, 
at  the  conclusion  of  an  animated  debate,  it  was  decided  to 
call  a  council,  wliich  was  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  affaii-s,  and  if  judged  best  to  proceed  to  dissolve 
the  relation  hetweeu  pn-Ptor  and  people.  Then  followed 
another  lengthened  diseussioii  Cuucernino;  tlie  qnestion  of 
inviting  ministei'B  from  other  counties.  Mi-.  Edwards  in- 
sisted on  the  privilege  of  naming  one  half  the  council, 
three  of  whom  should  be  from  churches  not  in  the  county, 
if  the  council  consisted  of  more  than  fourteen  churches, 
but  he  would  be  satisfied  with  two  if  the  whole  number 
was  not  more  than  ten.  The  church  decided  against  this 
proposition,  and  adjourned  to  the  next  day.  An  attempt 
■was  made  at  the  adjourned  meeting  to  amend  the  vote 
already  adopted  conrerning  the  business  to  be  brought  be- 
fore tlie  council.  But  after  a  spirited  <lebate,  Mr.  Erhvards 
refused  to  put  to  vote  the  iri*.)ti(  >u  to  amend,  virtually  riding 
it  out  of  order.  Again  the  suggestion  to  select  members  of 
the  council  from  other  counties  was  negatived.  Thereupon 
the  moderator  threw  out  the  hint  that  the  meeting  had 
better  be  dissolved,  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  prospect  of 
joint  action.  He  thought  that  if  the  church  had  decided 
"  not  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  council,  whether  to 
separate  and  not  allow  him  to  choose  any  members  of  the 
council  outside  of  the  county,"  it  would  not  be  worth 
wliile  to  make  any  attempt  to  act  in  concert.  This  ultima- 
tum only  aihled  fuel  to  the  tianie.  bringing'  out  in  a  more 
emphatic  manner  the  determination  not  to  yield  those 
points.  The  more  hot-headed  were  in  favor  of  the  church 
acting  ez-parte  in  the  matter,  and  after  the  meeting  had 
been  dissolved  some  erne  proposed  that  they  should  then 
and  there  take  action  in  defiance  of  the  pastor,  and  pass 
the  amended  call,  but  wiser  counsels  prevailed. 
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Lover Awoolation    At  a  precinct  meetino;'  hcM  on  fTic  9""*  of 
Applied  to.  April  (after  two  adjournnieiits  without  husi- 

hpsb),  it  was  voted  t  o  apply  to  tln^  associa- 
tion of  the  lower  part  uf  tlie  county  for  advice  wliether  it 
were  best  to  comply  with  Mr.  Edwards'  terms  reepecting 
the  choice  of  a  council."  This  body  was  to  meet  at  Spring* 
field  Mountains  on  the  following  Wednesday.  Mr.  Joeiah 
Pomeroy  was  appointed  messenger  to  present  the  request  of 
the  parish,  and  Major  Ebenezer  Pomeroy  and  Major  Joseph 
Hawley  were  designated  to  prepare  the  document.  The 
precinct  then  adjourned  till  the  10*"  of  April.  In  order  tliat 
the  association  might  fairly  imderstaiid  tlie  case,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards sent  a  communication  to  a  member  of  the  associatiou 
setting  forth  his  views.  At  the  yn'ecinct  meeting  held  on 
the  10*'",  the  letters  of  the  assuciatiun  to  the  pastor  and  pre- 
cinct were  presented,  and  the  former  also  offered  a  letter 
which  he  had  addressed  to  one  of  the  deacons.  Neither  of 
these  documents  have  been  preserved.  This  meeting  was 
composed  of  but  forty-four  persons,  and  the  only  business 
accomplished  was  to  request  Mr.  Edwards  to  call  a  church 
meeting  to  consider  the  question  at  issue,  and  adjourn  to 
the  17*^ 

Its  Advioe  KejeoMd,     'The  suggestions  offered  ])y  this  associatiou 

nowhere  appear,  but  from  a  sentence  in 
Mr.  Edwards'  report  of  the  church  meeting,  called  in 
accordance  with  the  latest  vote  of  the  precinct,  the  infer- 
ence may  be  drawn  that  its  purport  was  to  call  another 
council  to  decide  about  inviting  members  of  the  definitive 
council,  from  other  counties.  At  the  church  meeting  the 
advice  of  the  association  was  read  and  discussed,  and  by  a 
vote  of  one  hundred  nine  to  fifty-six  it  was  decided  not  to 
admit  members  from  other  counties,  and  also  not  to  call 
another  previous  council. 

DeAcona  Wara  a  Oil  the  17^''  of  April  tho  precliict  met  again, 
ciwroh  HMtiDK.  and  a  letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Clark  of  Salem 
was  read.  No  copy  of  this  communication 
remains,  but  in  it  he  undoubtedly  declined  to  undertake  to 
answer  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Edwards.  It  was  voted  to 
apply  to  the  deacons  of  the  church  to  warn  a  meeting  of 
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that  urganizatioii,  to  l>e  lield  the  next  "Fryday,"  and  to 
pay  them  for  tlieir  troLible.  Mr.  Edwards  liad  gone  on  a 
journey  down  the  country,"  and  the  precinct  was  in  aueh 
haste  to  have  its  mandates  carried  out  that  it  could  not 
await  his  return.  The  precinct  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
the  a*  of  May. 

Its  ProoMdiniei.     Three  days  after,  on  the  SO*",  the  church 
was  convened,  and  the  question  concerning 

the  expediency  and  x>ropriety  of  tlio  'bi'et'hren  acting  with- 
out the  pastor  in  calling  a  council  was  under  discnssion. 
A  proposition  was  made  by  Mr.  Hawley  that  seven  persons, 
miiiisrers  or  laymen  or  both,  slionld  he  summoned,  not 
as  an  ecclesiastical  council,  but  as  advisers,  to  consider 
whether  by  some  method  pastor  and  church  might  not 
consist  together  notwithstanding  their  differences  of 
opinion.  These  men  were  to  be  mutually  chosen  from  any 
part  of  the  county.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  end, 
and  after  the  proposal  had  been  fully  argued,  it  was 
adopted  by  a  great  majority.  A  committee  of  five  persons 
was  chosen  to  consider  what  "  circumstantial  alterations  ** 
might  be  deemed  necessary  in  the  call,  and  the  meeting 
adjourned  for  one  week.  This  committee  was  unable  to 
agree,  a  majority  of  them  holding  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  hetter  to  com])ly  with  the  request  of  tlie  pastor 
in  reference  to  t]ie  residence  of  nieuibers.  and  so  reported. 
Apparently  the  church  had  become  tired  of  tlie  wrangle, 
and  at  the  adjourned  meeting  voted  that  the  pastor  should 
be  granted  the  privilege  of  choosing  some  members  of  the 
council  without  the  bounds  of  the  county,''  and  requested 
him  to  notify  a  church  meeting.  Probably  the  meeting 
held  in  the  absence  of  the  minister,  was  not  deemed  legally 
competent  to  act  finally  in  the  matter. 

AMtttwi  couaoii  Accordingly  another  gathering  of  the 
Decided  upon.  church  was  held,  and  the  prerious  action 
ratified,  with  the  qualification  that  it  should 
not  have  the  "force  of  a  precedent."  The  number  to  be 
ch<.)seTi  from  a])roail  was  limited  to  two,  with  the  privilege 
of  naming  two  others  as  substitutes.  It  was  also  decided 
that  the  council  should  be  one  of  churches,  to  consist  of 
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ten  members.  The  pastor  arul  church  then  selected  the 
churches  they  desired  as  follows :  — 

"By  Mr.  Edwards,  Rev.  Mr.  Reynolds  of  EnfieM  :  Rpv.  Mr.  Billinxa 
of  Cold  Spring ;  Ber.  Mr.  AbercromMe  of  Pelham ;  and  Rev,  Mr. 
Woodbridge  of  South  Hadley  as  snbstitate.  He  also  named  Bev.  Mr. 
Foxcroft  of  Boston ;  Rev.  Mr.  Parfcman  of  Weytborough;  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Wigglesworth  of  Ipswich  Hamlet,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hobby  of  Read- 
ing- snbsHtntes, 

Ou  the  part  o£  the  church  were  chosen  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridj^e  of 
Hatfield ;  Rev.  Mr.  Breck  of  Springfield ;  Rev.  Mr.  finbbard  of  Sbef- 
fidd :  Bev.  Mr.  Williams  of  Hadley ;  ^ev.  Mr.  Ashley  of  Smiderland ; 
and  as  snbstitntes,  Bev.  Mr.  Williams  of  Longmeadow,  and  Bev.  Mr. 

Leavitt  of  Somers. 

Major  Pomeroy.  Lieut.  Wright  and  Joj^eph  Hawley  were  appointed 
to  manage  the  case  before  the  council.  The  Precinct  convened  by  ad- 
journment, immediately  after  the  church  meeting,  and  voted  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  couocil,  as  well  as  of  some  person  who  should  be 
pirooared  by  the  church  to  assist  them  in  presenting  their  case." 

Ptoeeedinssof tb«    On  tho  19*^  of  June  the  connfil  met.  T^"ine 
^*«'"^»***-  churches    only  were    represented.  The 

church  at  Cohl  Spring  (Belchertown),  did 
not  accept  the  invitMion,  but  Mr.  Bilhngs.  the  pastor, 
being  in  Northampton  on  the  day  on  which  the  council 
assembled,  was  desired  by  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  chnrch  to 
sit  and  act  in  the  council,  and  was  admitted  by  that  body. 
As  he  had  no  delegate  with  him  the  council  was  not  full.' 

The  council  was  composed  of  the  following  named 
churches  and  delegates : — 

'*  Enfield— Bev.  Peter  B^olds,  pastor ;  Mr.  Edward  Collins,  dele- 
gate. 

" Stieffield— Bev.  Jonathan  Hubbard,  pastor;  Mr.  Daniel  Eellogg, 

delegate. 

"  Sutton— Rev.  David  Hall,  pastor ;  Mr.  Jonathan  Hall,  delegate.* 

** Beading — Rev.  William  Hobby,  pastor;  Mr.  Samuel  Bancroft, 
ddegate. 

1  This  Mt  of  Mr.  Billings  oo«t  him  his  pastorate.  Within  two  ywn  hs  wm  dis- 
nlfliad,  ostensibly  on  the  same  gruiindH  t%H  wuh  Mr.  Edwards.  When  the  church  st 
Cold  Spriofc  WM  invited  to  Join  tbecouooil  by  Mr.  fidwards,  it  deolined  ou  the  ground 
tbat  it  dM  not  agvee  wttb  hli  prinolples,  and  wa«  aawiiling  tbat  it«  pMtor,  who  w»b 
«f  the  MflM  opIntoB  M  the  Northampton  pastor^  •bould  roprasent  it  then. 

2  It  is  nowhere  stated  how  the  church  in  Sutton  came  to  be  incladad  in  the  coun- 
cil. It  was  oot  among  those  originally  named  by  Mr,  jSdwards.  Undoabfeedljr  it  was 
ae«epted  bj  both  partlea  in  plaoa  of  aome  on*  ot  them  that  deoUned. 
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"  Springfield,  First  Chnrcb— Bev.  Robert  Brock,  pastor ;  Mr.  Thomas 
StebUns,  delegate. 

"  Sunderland— Rev.  Joseph  Ashley,  pastor ;  Mr.  Samnel  Montagne, 
delegate. 

" Hatfiold  —  Rev.  Timothy  Woodbridge,  pastor;  Oliyer  Fttrtridge 

Esq.,  delegate. 

"Hadley,  First  Church— Rev.  Chester  Williams,  pastor;  Mr,  Enos 
Nasb,  delegate. 

"Pelham— Bev.  Robert  Aberorombie,  pastor;  Mr.  Matthew  Gray, 
delegate." 

The  council  organized  by  the  choice  of  Bev.  Jonathan 
Hubbard  as  Moderator,  and  Rev.  Chester  Williams  as 
Scribe.  Both  sides  presented  their  case,  and  the  council, 
having  endeavored  to  harmonize  the  dififerences  between 
the  parties  without  avail,  voted  that  the  pastoral  relation 
should  bp  dissolvpd  if  the  people  still  pnrsiRted  in  desiring 
it.  and  adjourned  for  a  couple  of  days  in  order  to  give  the 
church  aiiotlier  opportunity  of  exprossing  its  opinion. 
That  body  was  again  convened,  and  again  it  voted— by  two 
hundred  against  twenty — that  the  pastor  must  be  dis« 
missed.  Accordingly  on  the  22^  of  June,  the  council  took 
the  necessary  steps  to  dissolve  the  relation  between  pastor 
and  people.   The  result  of  the  vote  was  as  follows :  — 

"Affirmative-~Fast(nrs*- Jonathan  Hubbard,  Robert  Breok,  Joseph 
Ashley,  Timothy  Woodbridge,  Chester  WilUams. 
"  Delates— Daniel  Kellogg,  Thomas  Stebblns,  Samnel  Montagne, 

Oliver  Partridge.  T!nos  Nash. 

"  Xegative— Pastors— Peter  Reynolds,  David  Hall,  William  Hobby, 
Robert  Abercrombie,  Jonathan  Idllings. 

"Delegates— Edward  Collins,  Jonathan  Ball,  Samuel  Bancroft, 
Matthew  Gray.*^ 

A  Protest  againvt    Thoss  pastors  and  delegates  voting  in  the 
the  Action  of  Uie    negative  entered  a  protest  against  the  de- 

councii.  cision  of  the  council.    They  helievcd  that 

the  proceedings  had  been  consuniniated  in  loo  great  liaste, 
considering  the  past  conduct  and  present  ienijier  of  the 
people ;  some  wdio  voted  to  dissolve  the  connection  ex- 
pressed surpi  ise  at  the  uncommon  zeal  manifested  by  the 
people  in  voting  for  the  dismission,  which  showed  "that 
they  were  far  from  a  temper  of  mind,  becoming  such  a 
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solemn  and  awful  transaction  considered  in  all  its  ciroum- 
stances/'  ^ 

Compromiae  Im-     Had  the  couucil  been  full  the  rei>ult  would 
poesibio.  h&ye  been  a  tie.  Both  pastors  and  delegates 

had  decided  upon  their  course  beforehand, 
and  each  voted  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  party 
by  whom  he  was  selected.  The  position  of  affairs  in  the 
church— the  bitter  uncharitableness  which  prevailed  on 
one  side,  and  the  unyielding  stubbornness  on  the  other— 
precluded  any  attempt  at  compromise,  and  the  council  had 
none  to  propose.  The  doors  of  the  cliurch  so  far  as  the 
admisBion  of  members  was  eoiiccrnt'd.  had  been  closed  for 
some  time,  and  apparently  could  not  be  opened  unless  one 
party  or  the  f>llier  yielded  nnconditionally,  or  were  forced 
to  submit  to  a  decree  of  the  council.  The  people  of  North- 
ampton, whotlier  witli  or  without  sullicieut  cause,  had  lost 
confidence  in  their  pastor.  Taught  by  the  emotional 
preaching  of  that  day,  which  peimitted  feeling  to  usurp 
the  place  of  reason,  they  sought  to  compass  their  ends 
despite  aU  opposition.  The  two  parties  which  had  since  its 
settlement,  embittered  the  sooied  and  political  life  of  the 
town,  united  by  means  of  the  great  awakening  under  Mr. 
Edwards,  now  made  common  cause  against  the  man  whose 
influence  had  brought  about  this  unity.  So  thoroughly 
had  this  spirit  of  contention  among  themselros  been  sub- 
dued, that  one  argument  against  aliuwing  the  pastor  to 
preach  nn  the  issue,  was  the  fear  that  it  might make  par- 
ties in  luvvu." 

1  la  tbe  foregomg  uacnttiTe  ot  the  diamiaaal  of  Her.  Joo*(ta«ii  Edwards  tsom  tb« 
oharch  in  NorihMnpton,  ttia  Journal  ot  Mr.  Bdirarda  as  quoted  In  DwlKlit^M  Iilfa  of 
that  eminent;  Uivine  has  been  follo'wpd.  The  church  records  are  mute  concemtncr  tlie 
whole  matter.  Su  little  wppvtirti  there  durlogtbe  pastorate  of  Mr.  Kdward;^,  thnt  it 
has  been  suggeatod  that  they  have  been  tampered  trlth,  and  all  intonnatlon  relating 
to  that  oontroyemy  abstvaeted.  Bnt  tli«re  la  lltUe  or  no  ertdenoe  to  JiistlJ;i'  sn«li  an 
inalnnatlon.  It  was  not  then  onatotnary  to  make  fall  reoorda  of  any  imbUe  Toeet^ 
inga,  and  it.  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  ohurob  recordB  would  Tie  liu  exception.  The 
ohimsh  records  previous  to  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Edirarde,  are  very  imperfect.  They 
contain  a  list  of  ehuroh  members,  but  searoe  anything  relative  to  it«  bustnesa  tiana- 
aotlooB.  While  it  is  to  li»  refrretled  that  more  minute  reports  were  not  presprved.  it 
is  yet  fortunate  that  Mr.  Edwards'  Journal  remains  to  supply  the  defloieacy.  The 
reoords  of  tbe  precinct  meettngs  dating  this  time,  are  all  carried  out  in  the  nsnal 
brief  and  ansatisfaotoiy  manner,  and  from  them  Mr.  Edwards  must  have  obtained 
his  faets  comcemlng  parish  action. 
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PMtona  Sdifttioaa   Mucli  may  be  said  on  both  sides  of  this  con- 
not  indtssoiubie.    troversy,  and  neither  party  can  be  deemed 

entirely  blameless,  The  ground  has  "been 
so  thoroT"ie:hly  covered  by  other  writers  that  it  is  needless 
to  enter  hirs^ely  upon  the  matter  here.  In  those  days  the 
dismissal  of  a  [)astor  was  by  no  means  a  rare  occurrence. 
The  impression  prevails  thai  then  clergymen  were  settled 
for  life.  That  was  the  nnderstanding  among  pioneer 
churches,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases,  so  resulted.  Still 
when  a  diurch  and  people  found  sufficient  reasons  for  part- 
ing with  a  pastor,  they  had  no  hesitation  about  dismissing 
him.  During  a  little  more  than  thirty  years— from  171^1  to 
1755— no  less  than  six  clergymen  were  dismissed  within  a 
radius  of  tw  rity-five  miles  of  North  :^.n:pton,  and  within 
the  bounds  of  what  then  constituted  the  County  of  Hamp- 
shire. 

BstraufttuiKCizoiiiD^  Not  a  little  severe  and  in  some  degree  just 
stMioes.  criticism  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  peo- 

ple of  Northampton,  for  the  bitterness  of 
their  opposition  to  Mr.  Edwards.  Sharp  controversy  and 
extreme  partisanship  were  characteristic  of  the  times.  In 
a  community  where  the  clannishness  of  relationship  largely 
prevailed,  personalities  were  brought  into  every  contest. 
Letters  to  government  officials  concerning  local  disagree- 
ments, to  be  found  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  state, 
amply  prove  this  assertion.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
during  the  contest  over  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Breeiv  at 
Springfield,  in  which  Mr.  Krhvards  bore  a  conspicnons 
part,  so  strong  was  the  partLsausiup  displayed,  that  the  aid 
of  the  County  Court  was  invoked  by  one  party  to  silence 
their  opponents.  While  there  may  be  no  sufficient  apology 
for  the  unchristian  hatred  which  pursued  Mr.  Edwards  to 
his  dismissal,  there  are  still  extenuating  circumstances.  To 
the  people  of  Northampton,  the  religious  opinions  by 
which  they  had  been  so  long  governed,  were  no  less  signifi- 
cant than  were  to  Mr.  Edwards  the  principles  by  which  he 
so\ight  to  supplant  them.  The  battle  of  methods  was 
fought  out  on  both  sides  with  equal  zeal  and  ability. 

There  is  another  consideration,  which  though  it  may  be 
deemed  of  slight  importance  in  comparison  with  other 

IS 
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SUgfgeetions,  ought  not  to  be  entirely  overlooked.  When 
Mr.  Edwards  was  dismisBed  he  wa^;  siTiiply  the  pastor  of  aa 
ohsr-are  country  parisli.  His  rt;ii*nvu  as  a  thinker  cnine 
ai'terwards.  The  odium,  oi"  dismissing  the  greatest  theolo- 
gian of  modern  times  is  imputed  to  the  people  of  North- 
amp  t^tn,  but  while  the  unoommon  heat  and  ardor  of  his 
opponents  cannot  be  too  strongly  censured,  it  must  be  con- 
sidered that  much  of  modem  criticism^  in  fact  most  of  the 
denunciation  of  his  opponents,  has  been  founded  upon  the 
reputation  that  came  to  him  after  his  dismissal.  In  the 
S5<)litudes  of  Stockbridge  he  wrote  his  immortal  treatises  on 
the  Freedom  of  the  Will,"  "  Ori^^inal  Sin,"  and  "  The  His- 
tory of  Redemption,''  and  won  a  name  that  will  never  fade. 
Wliile  lie  was  known  as  a  preacher  of  more  than  ordioary 
power,  and  a,  man  of  greatly  superior  intellect,  the  halo  of 
a  subsequent  achievement  that  challenged  the  sympathy  of 
his  admirers,  had  not  then  appeared.  He  was  dismissed  as 
a  pastor  of  a  small  country  church,  of  more  than  ordinary 
capacity  it  is  true,  but  not  as  the  man  of  commanding 
influence  which  he  afterwards  became. 

The  Preriuc!t  foi-  There  Were  preccdcnts  f OF  th©  positiou  taken 
lowed Baubiub-  "hy  f,>jp  citizens  concerning  the  make-up  of 
the  council,  though  they  finally  yielde'^1  tluit 
important  point.  The  precinct,  in  acting  in  advance  of  the 
church,  but  followed  the  course  pursued  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  town.  In  almost  every  case  respecting  the  set- 
tlement or  call  of  a  minister,  the  town  yote  contains  no 
allusion  to  any  co-operation  with  the  church.  Up  to 
within  a  few  years  of  this  time,  town  and  church  were 
practically  the  same.  Now  as  another  church  existed,  the 
precinct  or  parish  took  the  place  of  the  town,  and  follow- 
ing out  previous  practice,  took  all  the  preliminary  steps. 
Mr.  Edwards  resented  this,  and  in  some  degree  undoubtedly 
aggravated  the  feeling  against  him  by  assuming  certain 
rights  as  pastor  and  moderator  of  church  meetings,  by 
which  he  sought  to  modify  or  change  the  lino  of  action 
proposed  by  the  precinct.  But  it  is  unprofitable  to  discuss 
furtlier  this  unpleasant  controversy.  Mr.  Edwards  was 
misrepresented  by  his  opponents,  and  every  means  was 
adopted,  however  unscrupulous,  in  accordance  with  the 
prevailing  temper  of  the  times,  to  compass  his  dismissal. 


1760.]  DISMISSAL.  OF  REV.  JONATHAN  BDWARBS.  2^7 

ADoubWoj  AsBer-  It  has  bcPTi  many  times  asserted  that  at  last 
the  precinct  voted  no  longer  to  hfar  Mr. 
Edwards  preach.  His  farewell  sermon  was 
delivered  July  1,  1750.  After  that  ho  was  engaged  by  the 
committee  to  preach  whenever  he  was  in  town,  hut  as  he 
says,  oiily  when  no  one  else  conld  be  obtained,  and  only 
from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath. "  *  •  *  At  length/  observes  Dr.  Hop- 
kins, '  great  uneasiness  was  manifested  by  many  people  of 
T^ortliampton,  that  Mr.  Edwards  should  preach  there  at 
all.  Upon  which  the  committee  for  supplying  the  pulpit, 
called  the  town  together  to  know  their  minds  with  respect 
to  that  matter  :  when  thev  voted  that  it  was  not  agreeable 
to  their  minds  that  he  should  preach  among  them.'"  > 

Kot  Ju8tifl«d  bf  While  it  may  be  possible  that  such  a  meet- 
tiieRMords.  ing  was  held  and  such  a  vote  passed,  the 
records  of  both  precinct  and  town  are  silent 
concerning  the  matter.  The  exact  date  of  this  meeting  is 
not  given,  but  it  is  generally  understood  that  it  took  place 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  November,  1750.  Pre-  * 
cinct  raoetin^  were  held  in  tiiat  month,  and  at  one  of  them 
it  was  voted  "to  pay  Mr.  Edwards  £10  old  tenor,  per  Sab- 
bath for  the  time  he  preached  here  since  he  was  dismi"-sed/* 
but  there  is  uothing  on  record  concerning-  a  determination 
to  hear  him  preach  no  more.  li'  at  any  meeting  such  a 
vote  was  passed,  it  must  have  been  at  one  hastily  sum- 
moned by  the  committee,  in  such  an  informal  manner  that 
no  record  of  its  proceedings  wafi  ever  made.  Certain 
formalities  were  required  to  establish  the  legality  of  any 
town  or  precinct  meeting,  and  while  it  is  doubtful  whether 
any  meeting  called  in  accordance  with  the  usually  pre- 
scribed formula,  ever  passed  such  a  vote,  it  is  still  barely 
possible  that  it  may  have  been  omitted  from  the  records. 
It  is  not  to  be  asserted  tliat  Dr.  Hopkins,  who  was  familiar 
with  all  the  proceedings  of  the  time,  though  not  settled  in 
Hadley  till  four  years  after  the  dismi.^sal  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
would  deliberately  falsify  in  such  a  matter,  yet  there  seems 
to  be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  resting  upon  tiiat  statement. 
If  any  such  opinion  was  ever  expressed  by  the  people  of 
Northampton,  it  was  undoubtedly  instigated  by  the  at- 

1  nwiglirs  LUe  of  Edwards,  p.  416. 
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tempt  nuidc  ;il)out  this  time,  or  soon  after,  to  rej^etlle  Mr. 
Eilwai-fls  oy\)V  a  new  cliiircli  in  town,  to  he  formed  bv  his 
personal  friends  and  admirers.  Wliatever  of  truth  there 
may  be  in  this  statement,  it  is  certain  that  Mr.  Edwards 
preached  here  after  the  passage  of  the  vote.  The  last  ser- 
mon delirered  hy  him  in  Northampton,  was  in  the  after- 
noon of  October  13th,  1751,  from*  the  text  to  be  found  in 
Heb.  II :  16.  Bev.  Jonathan  Jndd  of  Southampton  occu- 
pied the  pulpit  in  the  morning,  and  in  his  diary  both  facts 
are  recorded. 

jir.  Edwards  Caikd  Mr.  Edwards  received  proposals  from  the 
to stockbridgo.  eliiire]^  and  congregation  in  Stockbridg© 
to  become  their  pastor,  in  December,  1750. 
About  the  same  time  he  had  an  invitatioTi  from  a  London 
Missionary  Society  to  take  charge  of  tlie  Housatonnuck  In- 
dians, who  were  located  at  Stockbridge  and  its  immediate 
vicinity.  Accordingly  he  went  in  January  to  that  place, 
where  he  remained  throughout  the  winter,  and  finally  ac- 
cepted the  call,  removing  to  Stockbridge  in  the  autumn  of 
1761. 

Another  Difficulty  But  he  did  iiot  Icave  NoHhampton  without 
ia  N(Hr^Mop4oo.  qhc  moie  unpleasant  encounter  with  his  old 
parishioners.  The  frieiids  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
though  small  in  numbers,  were  devoted  to  him,  and  were 
anxious  to  retain  him  in  Northampton.  With  this  intent 
they,  together  with  "some  who  acted  on  neither  side,  but 
after  his  dismission  adhered  to  him,"  proposed  to  form 
another  church,  and  settle  him  as  its  pastor.  When  this 
subject  was  first  introduced  is  somewhat  uncertain.  Prob- 
ably it  was  in  contemplation  for  some  time,  and  came  to  a 
head  when  he  received  the  call  to  Stockbridge.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards was  satisfied  that  this  would  only  perpetuate  and 
prolong  the  strife  here,  and  did  not  favor  the  design. 
Yielding  at  last  to  the  importunity  of  his  friends,  he  con- 
sented to  join  them  in  seeking  the  advice  of  an  ecclesiasti- 
cal council.*    This  l">ody  met  in  Nortliampton,  May  15*^, 

1  "Tbe  oppooentH  vt  Mr.  Edworda  umtgiuiog  that  the  conveuiag  of  this  uuuucil 
was  part  of  a  plan  for  rereraliig the  prooMdlngs  of  the  fotmer  oouneil  mad.  rastoilDg 
him  to  Ilia  old  piMotal  oliuge,  w«i«  Moeedloglj  «xoited,  gftve  way  to  great  Ytolenee 
of  teeUnt.'^-auUer'e  Lift  of  Sdwwde,  p.  m 
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1751.  Great  excitement  was  created  in  town  by  tins  inovo 
roeiit.  It,  was  believed  that  Mr.  Edwards,  throng:b  his 
frieads,  was  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  re-settlement  in  town. 

B«moBrtr«ice  of  At  a  chiirch  Tueeting  called  to  conKider  the 
theChuroh.  sul>J(M:'t,  a  ('ommittee  vrti^  appointed,  who 
drew  up  a  remonstrance  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  council.  This  paper  was  one  of  the  most  bit- 
ter documents  that  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Edwards  had 
formulated  against  him.  It  has  disapx>eared,  and  only 
from  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Hawley 
allude  to  it,  can  any  idea  of  its  purport  be  obtained.  Mr. 
Edwards,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hawley  (which  together  with 
the  reply  of  Major  Hawley,  will  be  noted  hereafter),  says 
in  regard  to  it :  — 

'^as  to  yoTir  Hernonstrance  to  the  last  council,  it  not  only  oontaSiied 
things  that  were  tincharitable  and  censoriotis  by  which  Facts  were 
misinterpreted  and  overstated  bat  it  was  full  of  direct,  bold  slander 
aMorted  in  strong  terms,  and  delivered  in  very  severe  opprobrions 
language  merely  on  suspicion  and  surmise.*' 

Major  Hawley,  who,  though  he  denied  writing  the  docu- 
ment, acknowledged  that  he  assisted  in  compiling  it,  and 
copied  and  read  it  to  the  council,  thus  characterises  it.  He 
says  that  it  was 

"Everywhere  interlarded  with  unchristian  bitterness,  sarcasfcical, 
and  unmannerly  insinuations.    It  contained  divers  direct,  grievous, 

and  criTniTial  chargt^a  and  allegations  against  Mr.  Edwarils,  which,  1 
have  since  good  reason  to  suppose,  were  all  founded  on  jealous  and  un- 
charitable mistalses."  " It  was,"  he  contiames,  "  a  scandalous,  abusive, 
injurious  libel,  against  Mr,  Edwards  and  his  particular  friends." ' 

The  council  immediately  invited  the  committee  to  appear 
and  substantiate  the  charges  and  insinuations  it  contained. 
Befusing  to  recognize  that  assembly  as  an  ecclesiastical 
body,  the  committee  declined  to  act.  The  church  was  also 
desired  by  the  council  to  unite  with  it  in  a  friendly  confer- 
ence upon  the  affair,  but  the  stnto  of  feeling  was  such  that 
nothing  could  be  accomplished.  Finally  the  council  ,  a£^rce- 
ably  to  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Edwards,  advised  that  he 
accept  the  call  to  Stookbridge. 

1  DwisfaVs  Life  ot  Bdvardt,  p.  494. 
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Mr.  Edwards  Rp-  For  inore  than  a  year  Mr.  Edwards  con- 
moves  his  Family.  tiTnied  to  occupy  his  homestead  on  King 
Street,  and  did  not  remove  his  family  to 
Stockbridge  till  October,  1701.  The  interval  he  spent  be- 
tween Northampton  and  Stockbridge,  having  been  installed 
over  the  church  in  the  latter  place,  in  Ang^ist.  He 
preached  his  last  sermon  here  on  the  13^  of  October,  and 
three  days  after  set  out  with  his  family  on  the  journey  to 
his  new  place  of  abode.  Nothing  is  known  concerning  the 
manner  of  his  leave-taking,  or  who  of  his  faithful  friends 
were  present  to  bid  him  a  sorrowful  farowoll.  AH  that 
remains  relative  to  it  is  the  followdng  entry  in  the  diary  of 
B<.-v.  Jonathan  Judd  of  Sontlianipton  :  —  "Oct.  Hi,  met  Mr. 
Edwards  and  family  at  Lorin  (?)  l^artlett's,  rid  some  miles." 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  at  least  one  faithful  friend 
cheered  by  his  presence,  the  wearied  divine  as  he  severed 
the  last  ties  that  bound  him  to  the  scene  of  his  aspirations, 
his  triumphs  and  his  tribulations.  From  that  time  on- 
ward no  evidence  appears  to  show  that  Mr.  Edwards  ever 
again  preached  in  Northampton.  However,  as  he  had  two 
married  daughters  living  here  it  is  probable  that  he  occa- 
sionally visited  the  place.  He  made  a  journey  to  North- 
ampton in  1 755,  and  no  doubt  came  at  other  times  to  visit 
his  daughters. 

Major  Hawiej  Ar    Mr.  Edwards,  iu  a  letter  to  Rev.  Mr.  Erskine 
TBigaBa,  of  Scotland,  written  in  July,  1760,  in  a  re- 

view of  the  controversy  with  his  people, 
thus  speaks  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  among  his  oppo- 
nents:— 

"  The  people,  in  managing  this  affair  on  their  Hide,  have  made  chief 

\\f*e  of  a  young  irentleman  of  liberal  education  and  notable  abilities, 
and  a  fluent  speaker,  of  about  seven  or  eight  and  twenty  years  of  age, 
my  grandfather  Stofldaid's  grandson,  heing  my  mother's  sister's  son,  a 
man  of  lax  principles  in  religion,  falling  in,  in  some  essential  things, 
with  Arminians,  and  is  vpry  open  and  bold  in  it.  He  was  improved  as 
one  o£  the  agents  for  the  church,  and  was  their  chief  spokesman  before 
the  conncil.  He  very  strennonsly  nrged  hefore  the  oonncil  the  neces- 
sity of  an  immediate  separation ;  and  1,  knowing  the  cbnrch,  the  most 
of  them,  to  he  inflexibly  V»ent  on  this  event,  informed  the  council  that 
I  should  not  enter  into  the  diispute,  but  should  refer  the  matter  wholly 
to  the  uouncirs  judgm^t.'*  ^ 
1  Uwight'siafeof  Bdw»Tds,p.410. 
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He  Writes  to  Mr.    The  individual  referred  to  m  tlie  above  ex- 
Bdwards.  tiact,  was  Major    Joseph   Hawley,  who 

doabUess  contributed  more  than  any  of  his 
contemporaries  towards  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Edwards.  In 
a  short  time  Major  Hawley  began  to  realize  the  injustice  of 
his  coarse,  and  on  the  11^"  of  August,  1754,  opened  a  cor- 
respondence with  that  gentleman,  requesting  him  to  give 
his  judgment  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  writer  in  that 
affair.  To  this  letter,  which  has  not  been  preserved,  in  the 
followine^  Novfnn'ber,  Mr.  Edwards  nifide  an  elaborate 
reply.  lu  it  he  reviewed  to  some  extent  the  entire  contro- 
versy as  well  as  the  part  taken  in  it  hy  his  correspondent. 
He  dwells  especially  upon  the  uncharitable  anil  uncliristian 
Spirit  evinced  by  the  people  and  their  leaders,  the  continued 
perversion  and  misrepresentations  of  his  views,  the  want 
of  deference  towards  him  whom  most  of  them  esteemed 
to  be  the  chief  instrument  in  the  Hand  of  Gk)d  of  the 
eternal  salvation  of  their  souls/*  and  the  manifest  determi> 
nation  from  the  beginning  of  the  controversy  that  he 
should  be  dismissed.   He  says :  — 

**  The  People  most  manifestly  contintied  in  a  constaat  flame  of  bigh 

BepentiKpnt  &•  veliement  opposition  for  more  than  two  ypars  together; 
&  this  tipirit  instead  of  subsiding  grew  higher  and  higher,  till  they  had 
obtained  their  end  in  my  ezpnlsion ;  mat  did  ifc  cease  then,  bnt  still 
they  manifested  their  Jealoney  of  me,  as  if  I  was  personally  doing  the 
part  of  an  Enemy  to  *em  so  long  as  I  had  a  living  in  the  Tnvrn.  yea  till 
they  saw  the  Town  well  cleared  of  all  my  Family.  So  deep  were  their 
Prejudices  when  their  Heat  viaa  manifested  that  nothing  would  quiet 

'em  till  they  coold  see  the  Town  dear  of  Root  Ss  Branch,  name  is  Rem- 
nant." With  reference  to  Mr.  Hawley's  own  course,  he  says  in  the 
same  letter  :  —  *'  And  therefore,  sir,  I  thinlr  you  made  yourself  greatly 
guilty  in  the  sight  of  Qod,  in  the  Part  you  acted  in  %hi»  afiEair,  becom- 
ing, especially  toward  the  latter  Part  of  it,  very  much  the  Leader  in 
it ;  ic  much  from  yonr  own  forwardness,  putting  yonraelf  forward  as 
it  were  as  tho'  fond  of  meddling  <fe  Helping,  which  were  the  less  becom- 
ing considcriDg  ycair  youth  and  connidering  your  lielatiuu  to  me. 
Your  forwardness  especially  appeared  on  tliis  occasion,  that  after  you 
were  chosen  as  one  of  the  committee  to  plead  their  canse  before  a  coun- 
cil, yon  came  to  me  and  desired  me  to  stay  the  ch.  on  purpose  that  you 
might  have  opportunity  to  excuse  yourself  from  the  Business ;  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  you  did  excuse  yourself  and  was  excused, 
but  when  the  matter  came  to  be  pleaded  before  the  council  you  (I 
think  inconsistently)  thrust  yourself  forward  and  pleaded  the 
cause  with  Earnestness,  notwithstanding  *tis  manifest  that  what  you 
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did  in  tbe  affidr  from  Time  to  Time,  not  oolj  helped  the  People  to  gain 
their  end  in  diemiising  me,  bat  much  encooniged  and  promat^  the 

ppirit  with  whirh  it  was  done;  your  confident,  magisterial,  vehement 
manner  had  a  natoial  direct  tendency  to  it."  He  also  gives  his  views 
concerning  the  BemoDstnmoe,  to  which  allusion  hae  already  been 
made,  and  strongly  states  his  own  podtlon  in  the  a£teir  of  the  proposed 
re-settlement. 

Major  Hawley  in  To  thi 8  letter  Major  Hawley  replied  on  the 
Eei>ijr ADologiMB  21*^  of  .Taiiuarv,  1755,  rccoiving  "kindly 
and  thankfully/'  the  striftures  npon  his 
conduct  whirh  it  oontained.  He  acknowledge*!  that  he 
was  guilty  iu  mauy  ways>  though,  ho  had  not  in  all  respects 
apinrehended  himself  so  culpable  as  did  Mr.  Edwards. 
Several  instances  are  cited  in  which  he  condemns  himself 
for  his  manner  and  language,  and  evinces  much  sorrow 
therefor,  though  he  sidll  adheres  to  the  sentiments  then 
uttered.  The  following  x)aragraph  indicates  sufficiently  the 
general  tone  of  the  letter : — 

"  As  to  what  I  said  at  Father  Lyman's  before  the  previoiis  council,  I 
freelr  crmrMKs.  Sir,  and  own  thst  tbe  air  and  language  in  which  consid- 
erable ot  what  1  said  was  delivered,  was  irreverent,  immod^t,  deri- 
Bive,  magisterial  and  savouring  of  haughtiness  and  levity,  and  such  as 
illy  became  me  when  arguing  with  you,  Sir,  who  was  so  much 
mj  superior  in  a^e.  statifm  and  acromplisbments,  and  who  de^rved 
from  Die  great  respect  and  deffereuce ;  for  which  I  humbly  and  sin- 
cerely ask  your  forgiveness  and  am  very  sorry,  not  only  fiir  that  it  was 
disrespectful  to  you,  Sir,  But  also  a  very  ill  example  to  others,  and  had 
a  tendency  to  ab;ite  t^ie  respect  aii'"!  reverence  which  the  'bystanders 
ou£^ht  to  have  maintaiueU  in  their  miuds  towards  you,  and  which  it 
was  my  Duty  to  have  by  all  means  Endeavored  to  have  maintained, 
and  probably  had  an  influence  upon  the  hearers  towards  jnompting 
them  to  a  disrespectful  and  Irreverend  treatment  of  you  aftt^rwards. 
But  with  regard  to  the  sentiments  I  then  delivered,  ujwn  the  most  im- 
partial oouuideratioD  I  have  ever  been  capable  of  I  have  not  been  able 
to  discover  sufficient  reason  to  alter  them,  and  apprehend  that  if  I  had 
declared  them  in  a  decent,  moderate,  humble  manner,  I  should  not  have 
reason  to  reflect  upon  myself  therefor  And  I  make  no  doubt,  Sir,  But 
that  if  I  had  opportunity  for  free  and  calm  conversation  upon  the  mat- 
ter I  would  satiafle  you  that  there  was  no  Inconsistency  in  what  I  said 
before  that  council,  with  my  wholly  declining  to  act  as  the  ch*s.  agent 
in  the  matter  that  were  to  have  been  laid  before  it."  In  regard  to  the 
remonstrance  he  offers  little  e^use,  bat  condemns  the  substance  of  it, 
the  manner  of  its  presentation,  its  undue  heat  and  exaggeration  and 
the  untruths  and  slanders  it  contained.  He  expresses  sorrow  for  the 
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part  he  had  taken  in  that  *'  melancholy  affidr,^  and  **  humbly  &  eani' 
eetly  *'  aeks  the  forgiveness  of  Mr.  Edwards.^ 

And  writo.^  another   Ten  yeats  after  the  proceedings  for  dis- 
Letter  Six  Yewri    missal  had  been  closed,  six  years  snbpe- 
qnent  to  the  above  quoted  correspondence, 
and  two  years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Edwards.  Major 
Hawley  again  opened  np  tlie  matter.    This  time  lie  ad- 
dressed a  very  humble  and  apologetic  letter  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Hall  of  Sntton,  a  member  of  the  two  councils.  Having 
made  his  peace  with  Mr.  Edwards  and  been  forgiven  by 
him,  he  now  made  a  full  and  free  confession  to  the  public. 
In  this  document  he  takes  much  the  same  ground  as  in  the 
letter  to  Mr.  Edwards,  accusing  himself  of  bitterness,  par- 
tisanship and  uncharitableness,  acknowledging  in  pnrticu- 
lar  certain  marks  of  disrespect  to  Mr.  Hall,  as  well  as  to 
the  coimci].    He  sti'onpfly  condemns  his  own  act?  in  pre- 
pari  11 and  promulgating  the  remonstrance  against  the  re- 
settlement, and  is  humbly  penitent  and  sincerely  sorry  for 
the  course  he  pursued  in  that  unhappy  affair.*   That  Major 
Hawley  greatly  regretted  the  position  he  had  assumed  and 
maintained  in  this  controversy  is  manifest,  and  that  he  had 
the  manliness  and  courage  to  confess  it,  is  greatly  to  his 
honor  as  a  man  and  a  christian. 

Mr.BdwardB'Friendg.  When  the  final  ( (  uucil  voted  to  dissolve 

the  pastoral  relation  between  Mr.  Ed- 
wards and  his  clinrch,  "if  the  people  still  [>ersist  in  desir- 
ing it,"  the  church  was  speedily  convened  to  answer  the 
question.  As  has  been  previously  stated,  "  a  great  majority 
(above  two  liundred  agaiusL  twenty)*  voted"  in  the  aflaxm- 
ative,  Mr.  Edwards  writes  that  twenty-three  persons  voted 
in  his  favor,  and  "  others  staid  away  choosing  not  to  act 
either  way."  Which  statement  if  correct  is  of  very  little 
significance,  but  the  very  full  vote  given— the  church  con- 
sisting of  "about  230  male  members"* — shows  the  state  of 

1  This  (  orrospondence  may  be  found  in  full  anions  the  TTttwley  imv-ers  it!  iht-  BrtH- 
croft  coUectioo,  at  the  Lenox  Idbraxy  in  New  York.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Edwards  was 
pnbllabed  In  tbe  BlbUoCbeoa  Saera,  toL  1«  p.  MS,  Init  the  reply  of  Hador  Hawley  has 
BeTer  b^fort>  been  g-iTen  to  thf>  pvihllc. 

f  Tbe  above  letter  may  be  found  entire  in  Dwight'*  LUe  of  Edwards^  pp.  4&i'4K, 

8  Dwlght*«  Life  of  Edwards,  p.  8M. 

4  lb.  p.  410. 
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feeling  in  that  "body.  In  another  lot  ier  Mr.  Edwards  states 
that  there  were  "  abuut  20  heads  of  families,  liesides  others, 
women  and  young  people,  who  a})[)eared  ()])eiily  against  the 
proceedings  ol  the  town."  These  were  the  men  who  voted 
against  disinissal,  notwithstanding  the  social  ostracism  that 
pursued  all  who  publicly  adhered  to  him.  The  position  in 
the  community  of  those  who  befriended  the  pastor  at  this 
time,  is  summed  up  by  Mr.  Edwards.  He  says:— "A 
person  by  appearing  my  friend  at  Northampton,  even  so 
much  so  as  openly  to  discountenance  my  being  turned  out 
of  tlie  pulpit,  exposes  himself  to  the  immediate  persecution 
of  ills  neig:h'bors,  and  perhaps  of  his  nearest  friends."^ 
It  appears  that  only  a  srore  of  men  throughout  the  whole 
town  had  the  courage  of  Iheir  couvictions,  and  dared  to 
bTave  public  seiitiiiient  in  thai  time  of  prejudice,  strife 
and  contention.  Their  names  are  worthy  of  preservation, 
but  only  a  few  of  them  can  now  be  positively  identified. 
Mr.  Edwards  himself  names  Col.  Timothy  Dwight  and  Dr. 
Samuel  Mather.  Mr.  Sylvester  Judd  records  the  follow- 
ing:—  Samuel  Kingsley,  Nathaniel  Strong,  Benjamin  Ly- 
man, Joseph  Allen  and  Benjamin  Sheldon.  To  this  list 
hIso  belong  the  names  of  Major  Timothy  Dwight  and 
Elihu  Parsons,  who  both  in  1750,  married  daughters  of  Mr. 
Edwards.  Tradition  and  conjecture  add  the  names  of  Dea. 
Samuel  Lyman,  Dea.  Stephen  Wright.  Daniel  Clark,  Sim- 
eon Clark,  Capt.  John  Baker,  John  Baker  Jr..  Ebenezer 
Clark  Jr.,  William  Clark,  Capt.  Roger  Clap,  Major  Jona- 
than Glapp,  Joseph  Bartlett  and  Increase  Clark. ' 

I  Dwlglife^R  Lif«  of  Bdwarda,  p.  40T. 
9  S«»  Appendix. 
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SBLBCnON  ANI>  SBTTLBMBNT  OF  A  NBW  MINISTER. 

Advice  Sought  aboat   Thb  precinct,  on  the  29*^  of  June,  1750, 
a  New  Minister.       ^qq^  measures  to  supply  the  pulpit,  in- 
structing the  ( (OTiDiitteo  appointed  for 
that  purpose  to  apply  to  the  neighboring  ministers  and 

solicit  fhcir  advice  respecting  some  '*  snitahle  gentleman  to 
preach  here  on  prohation."  Mr.  Edwards  was  invited  to 
prt^'u'li  the  next  Sab))ath.  aiid  the  cluirch  was  desired  to 
"appoint  ii  clay  of  solemn  fasting  and  prayer  to  God  for 
his  direction  and  blessing  in  seeking  a  gentleman  to  settle 
here  in  the  work  of  the  Gk)spel  Ministry.'' 

Aniiubemi  Aet  A  controversy  arose  with  Mr.  Edwards  the 
next  month,  respecting  the  use  of  the  se- 
questered land.  Apparently  the  custom  had  been  to  rent 
one  half  of  it,  and  give  the  minister  the  nse  of  the  rest. 
In  1750,  the  year  of  his  dismissah  Mr.  Edwards  claimed  the 
nsnfil  privilege.  But  although  the  year  was  already  half 
(■oin{)leled,  the  precinct  refused  to  grant  him  the  use  of  any 
of  the  land, 

AnBxtraordinftry  In  November  the  town  passed  a  somewhat 
extraordinary  vote,  allowing  Daniel  Shel- 
don "  £30  old  Tenor  at  y*  rate  Dolls  @  528., 

&  as  much  more  as  he  deser^res  for  his  extraordinary  ser- 

'\nce  by  Ringing  y*  Bell  for  church  meetinge  &  extraordi- 
nary i)arish  meetings  and  extraordinary  Sweeping?  occa- 
sioned by  such  extraordinary  meetings."'  From  October  9, 
1749,  to  November  19,  1750,  no  less  than  twenty  precinct 
meetings  had  been  held,  as  well  as  a  large  number  of 
church  gatherings,  for  all  of  which  Daniel  Sheldon  had  to 
ring  the  bell. 
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UgbioingstiikMdie  During  the  summer  of  1751,  the  meoting- 
Meetit^f-Hoiue.  house  was  strnok  by  lightning,  and  was 
considerably  damaged.  The  lightning 
struck  the  weathercock,  and  ran  down  the  spire  to  the 
ground.  Whether  it  was  considered  a  direct  visitation  of 
the  Providence  of  God  frowning  upon  the  people  for  dis- 
missing their  pastor,  is  not  recorded.  Doubtless  there  were 
those  who  took  that  view  of  the  matter.  A  question  arose 
whether  a  new  weathercock  or  a  vane  should  be  procured, 
to  surmount  the  steeple.  Economic  considerations  pre- 
vailed, and  the  eoTTiTnittee  was  ordered  to  obtain  whichever 
was  the  checiper.  A  weathercock  was  purchased  at  a  cost 
of  £10.13. 

The  Pulpit  Supply.  Ths  commlttee  appointed  to  supply  the 
pulpit  was  diligent  in  its  work,  and  during 
eighty-seven  Sabbaths,  immediately  following  the  dismissal 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  there  were  but  seven  in  which  there  was 
no  preaching.  Mr.  Edwards  preached  twelve  Sabbaths  in 
all.  but  not  consecutively,  for  he  says  that  he  only  preached 
when  the  committee  cotild  obtain  no  one  else.  Mr.  Pi(  ree* 
of  Hadley,  was  employed  ten  Sabbaths  between  July  2'Z'\ 
1750  and  Pebriiary  18'*",  1751.  He  did  not  always  preach 
here,  however,  but  on  several  occaBions  arrange<l  an  cx- 
chnnge  with  other  clergymen  in  the  county.  Rev.  Mr. 
Fi'iuiv.  of  Rutland,  preached  about  eight  Sabbaths,  to  Feb- 
ruary. 1761.  Major  Hawley,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother 
Elisha,  thus  alludes  to  the  cMfforts  to  obtain  preachers :  — 

*'They  have  no  candidate  for  Mr.  Edwards  place.  Mr.  Frink 

preached  two  months,  to  good  satisfaction,  but  he  was  not  with  ns  on 
probatioti.  Capt.  Wright  was  sent  to  the  Jerseys  for  a  Mr  Arthur 
but  he  was  sick  and  died  soon.  Mr.  Wright  then  obtained  through 
Prest.  Burr  of  Kew  Jersey  College,  knowledge  of  Mr.  Farrand.  a  grad- 
uate last  commencement.  He  was  highly  recommended  by  President 
Bnrr."  but  Mr.  Hawley  thongbt  he  "mnst  be  very  fresh  not  having 
been  lichen  sed  when  Mr.  Wright  was  in  the  JersevK,"  "Our  estate," 
he  continues,  ''is  very  melancholly  whoever  is  in  the  mistake,  either 
Mr.  Edwards  or  y*  people,  yet  sorely  our  loss  of  him  and  y*  dilBcnlty 
we  meet  in  endeavoring  for  a  candidate  are  tokens  of  tbe  great  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Almighty.   Mny  God  be  merciful  to  us."  * 

1  J<Misb  Fi«nM  of  HMUey  •  ipcmaiMt*  of  II*rr»rd  Coltofe,  remoTing  to  Bad- 
l«y,  wImto  be  wm  tmptoyed  m  towo  ol«vk  and  teacher.  He  sometimes  preaehed, 
though  be  does  aot  Appear  to  liave  herm  ordatoed.— History  ot  Radtey,  p.  SSSt. 

»  Hawley  MSS.,  Lenox  Llbrary«N.  IT. 
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Mr.  Famnd  Colled.    During  twelve  8abbaths  previous  to  Jnne 

l?***,  1751,  Mr.  John  McKiustry^  preached 
and  Mr.  Daniel  Farrand  officiated  thirty  Sabbaths,  to  Feb- 
ruary IS***,  1752.  His  preaciiiTig  was  (piito  satisfactory,  and 
in  September,  1751,  when  he  went  to  Isew  Jersey  to  attend 
commencement,  the  paiish  voted  that  he  should  be  re> 
quested  to  return  and  pi*each  longer  as  a  candidate,  it  being 
the  "almost  universal  desire  of  the  parish  that  he  should 
return  hither  as  soon  as  may  be."  He  did  return,  and  oc- 
cupied the  pulpit  till  February  IS**,  1752.  On  the  29**  of 
April,  he  was  invited  by  a  **  very  large  majority"  to  settle. 
Afterwards  there  was  a  **  polling  of  the  members  of  the 
meeting,"  and  eighteen  persons  voted  in  the  negative.  He 
refused  to  accept  the  call^  and  finally  settled  in  Caanan,  Ct. 

"Sorrowful  circum-    After  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Farrand  different 
BtaaoM."  clergymen  were  employed  as  they  could  be 

obtained  during  that  year,  but  their  names 
do  not  appear,  and  undoubtedly  the  people  were  destitute 
of  preaching  much  of  the  time.  In  a  letter  written  No- 
vember, 1752,  Mr.  E>3ward8  touches  upon  the  position  of 
affairs  in  town  during  this  period :  — 

"  The  people  of  Northampton  are  in  aorrowfnl  oircamstances,  are 

still  destitute  of  a  minister,  and  have  met  with  a  long  spi-iVe  of  disap- 
pointmenta,  in  their  attempts  for  a  re^ttiement  of  the  ministry 
among  them.  Mj  oppoaers  have  had  wann  contentions  among  them- 
aelyes.  Of  late,  they  hare  been  wholly  deetitnte  of  any  body,  to  preach 

steadily  among  tbem.  They  sometimes  meet  to  read  and  pray  among 
themaelves,  and  at  other  times  set  travellers  or  transient  persons  to 
preach,  that  are  hardly  &%  to  be  employed."  » 

The  AggrUved    The  agitation  caused  by  the  recent  centre- 
Br^tiwen.         versy  that  convulsed  the  church  and  parish 
did  not  immediately  subside.   Its  influence 

undoiiLtedly  retarded  the  settlement  of  a  new  pastor.  For 
a  time  it  destroyed  unanimity  of  feeling  towards  any  can- 
didate propose'1,  and  must  "have  had  an  impleapant  effect 
upon  the  minds  of  the  clergymen  who  were  invited  to  the 
pai^torate.    That  there  was  a  diff'-rence  of  sentiment  exist- 

1  Rev.  Joha  MeKimfttiry  WM  bom  In  Suttoo,  wa»  grftdu«t«d  from  Yale  College  in. 
1740,  Mid  fwdftlned  pastor  of  ibe  aeooad  obareh  In  Spifngltold  daaw  Chioopee),  In  IWt. 

He  did  not  preach  here  as  a  candidate. 

2  Dwigtll'a  Lite  OC  fidirard«,  p.  516. 
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ing  in  the  ohurcli  is  apparent  from  the  following  vote, 
passed  at  a  meeting  in  Febmary,  1753  :  — 

'*Tben  after  some  Goofefence  The  QuMtion  was  put  whether  the 
Precinct  would  use  any  means  to  procure  a  Candidate  for  the  work  of 
the  Gospell  Vioiebty  m  s'd  Precinct  before  the  church  in  a'd  precinct 
had  Endeavored  to  aooommodate  and  settle  the  DifficQlties  snbaistiiig 
therein  with  those  who  call  themselves  the  aggrieved  Brethren,  and  It 
passed  in  the  No>:;iiive."  It  was  also  voterJ  that  thf  mndorator  of  the 
church  he  desired  to  warn  a  meeting  to  take  papers,  called  the 
church's  rsmonstranoe,  of  the  Clerk  of  the  chnrdi,  and  give  y  Ag- 
grieved Brethten  (if  thejr  desire  it)  an  opportonity  to  take  a  copy  of 
part  or  y*  whole  thereof,  nnder  the  inspection  of  s*  Cknumittee.** 

Nothing  more  is  known  of  this  document,  neither  is 
there  positive  evidence  of  the  cause  of  disagreement.' 
That  it  was  an  outcome  of  the  late  trouble  can  not  be 

doiiT>twl,  This  was  without  doubt,  the  contention  to  which 
Mr.  Edwards  alludes  in  the  heretofore  quoted  letter. 

Major  HawieyTunia  During  the  remainder  of  the  year,  after 
jonea  out  of  tb«  the  decliuation  of  Mr.  Farrand,  about 
whom  Mr.  Edwards  says  that  there  was 
much  contention,  no  person  seems  to  have  appeared  here  as 
a  candidate,  and  the  treasurer's  books  contain  no  account 
of  any  money  paid  for  the  pulpit  supply.  It  was  during 
this  period  that  Sunday  services  were  conducted  as  stated 
by  Mr.  Edwards,  by  ''travellers  and  transient  persons." 
Tradition  asserts  that  Major  Hawley  on  one  occasion  be- 
came so  (lisgnst^d  with  the  preacher,  that  he  went  into  the 

1  The  '■  aggrieved  brethren  "  may  have  been  disturbed  on  account  of  the  attitude 
of  the  preolnct,  which  aeemii  to  ha^e  taken  the  initiative  in  ecclesia&ticul  affairs 
tluroii|(hott(tlie  oontrovwmjr  with  Kt.  Bdvaxds.  lu  almost  eveij  moremeat  duriag 
th«t  tbno  tlk»  dlMtreh  aitiwwrs  to  Mtod  at  tlio  diotatioo  ot  th»  OMtth.  nideed 
the  records  show  that  heretofore  all  action  in  reference  tofLurch  -T-ntters  ori^nated 
in  tovn-meetingB ;  at  least  tbere  ts  ootUiog  to  prove  that  the  two  orgivaizatiof »  wero 
in  the  haMt  of  Mitliig  In  oonooct.  In  the  sImodoo  of  an  y  i  ithor  Information  it  may  be 
tat  erred  tbikt  M  laet  oertaln  memboce  or  the  ohurah,  who  were  ondoabtedly  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Edward  a,  objected  to  any  forther  eonttBoaoee  of  thla  method,  and  de- 
sired that  in  matters  relating  to  the  calling  of  a  niinister.  the  churth  sbould  btive  aa 
eqiukl  voice  with  the  parish  Mr.  Sdwards  dwelt  espeoialljr  upon  this  poiot  Ui  bia 
affamente  agalntt  tlM  preotnot  votea.  It  wDl  tie  noted  tliat  but  twenty  TOtea  were 
cast  in  the  church  meetinf;  in  favor  otretalaiuf.'  tiit-  paf<^r,  when  decisive  at  tloii  wan 
taken  at  ttie  desire  of  thecoua<jtl.  When  Mr.  Farrana  was  iuvited  by  the  preoinet, 
eifdkieen  votes  were  given  agafMt  Mwa^  Md  it  U  l^tlnwite  to  ^^onciude  that  they 
were  oast  bf  tne  aame  peraona.  After  thla,  when  it  la  preaomed  tlukt  the  ^  agKileved 
brethren^  had  been  appeaaed,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  vote*  in  the  preetnot  relative 
to  calling  a  minister  are.  in  "concurrence  with  the  cburcl]  '  X  tiiiiL:  points  abso- 
lutely to  aaoh  a  aolntion  of  the  difficulty,  but  in  the  absence  of  certainty  this  one  ia 
at  leaat  plaiuible. 
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pulpit,  turned  the  speaker  ont  of  it,  and  concluded  the  ser- 
vices himself,  Mr.  Bancroft  has  araong  his  notes  about 
Mr.  Hawley  :  'Humeri  Joneh;  out  of  the  pulpit  about  1752." 
This  tradition  fits  in  admirably  with  the  state  of  affairs 
then  existing  and  may  contain  a  grain  of  truth.  Jont  s.  (if 
such  a  person  was  employed  to  preach),  was  evidently  au 
itinerant,  who  had  no  standing  as  a  clergyman,  and  was 
one  of  those  who,  according  to  Mr.  Edwards,  was  **  hardly 
fit  to  be  employed." 

DifBcuities incroaae.   An  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  "a  young 

minister,  a  Mr.  Green  of  Barnstable," ' 
but  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  ever  preached  here. 

BeT.  jQdab  Gb&m*  This  state  of  affairs  coiiti lined  till  the  com- 
ptoa  Invited.  mencement  of  the  following  year,  when 
Rev.  Judah  Champion*  was  invited  to 
preach  as  a  candidate.  He  occupied  the  pulpit  for  about 
three  months,  apparently  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  congre- 
gation. In  April,  1763,  the  precinct  voted  to  concur  with 
the  church  in  inviting  him  to  settle,  but  be  declined.  He 
was  offered  £266.13.4  a&  a  settlement,  and  a  salary  of  £80. 

Bev.  Mr.  Hooker  Duriug  the  summor  of  1753,  affairs  began 
^JJ^J^  »  to  improve  somewhat.  The  committee  was 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  services  of 
another  candidate,  and  preaching  was  much  more  regular  ; 
yet  the  condition  was  Tiy  no  nieans  encouragine;-.  Up  to 
this  time  several  candidates  had  been  called,  but  at  the 
close  of  the  third  year  after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Edwards 
his  place  had  not  been  tilled.  From  a  worldly  ])()iiit  of 
view  the  position  was  most  desirable.  The  comniunity  was 
prosperous,  the  town  increasing  in  wealth  and  population, 
and  the  salary  was  the  "  largest  paid  by  any  country  con- 
gregation in  New  England. »  Yet  the  clergy  seemed  un- 
willing to  settle  here.  There  was  something  unsatisfactory 
in  the  moral  and  religious  aspect  of  the  place.   The  antag- 

1  Dwi«|it'i  Life  of  Bdwards,  p.  m 

2  R-^v.  Judah  Chanifiion  was  the  8011  of  Col  Henry  Champlou  ;  hp  woh  luirn  in 
East  Haddam.  Ct..  graduated  at  Tale  College  in  1731,  and  settled  la  tlie  miaistrjr  at 
Xdtohfleld.  Ct,  in  I9B8.  He  died  la  iStO,       81  jMrt. 

8  Dwtgfat'sLlteof  Bdwardstp.4a0. 
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ODisms  engendered  by  the  controversy  that  ejected  the 
former  minister  were  more  pronounced  than  ever,  and  the 
ministers  shrank  from  undertaking  the  task  of  reconciling 

them.  Entire  unanimity  had  not  prevailed  nt  either  call, 
and  no  one  knew  liow  soon  the  scenes  of  previous  years 
might  be  repeated. 

The  FixBt  Precinat  The  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Champion  was 
M«rged  into  the  invited  to  preach  on  probation  was  the  last 
precinct  meeting.  In  175:2,  Northampton 
declared  its  willingness  that  the  second  precinct  should 
be  erected  into  a  separate  district,  and  the  next  year  the 
legislature  passed  the  requisite  enactment.  The  name  of 
Southampton  first  appears  on  the  town  records  in  that  year, 
and  the  first  precinct  was  merged  into  the  township.  For 
twelve  years  two  precincts  had  been  in  existence,  and 
while  all  general  town  business  had  been  transacted  in  one 
town-meeting,  everything  pertaining  to  chiirch  affairs  had 
^M'^m  managed  separately  by  the  separate  precincts.  With 
tlie  incorporation  of  the  new  district  the  old  system  was 
i  rvived,  and  all  town  business,  ecclesiastical  as  well  a**  sec- 
ular, was  hereafter  transacted  at  the  same  meeling. 

Xr.  Hooker  Invited    On  the  17*^  of  September,  1753,  the  town 
to  Settle.  voted  "in  concurrence  with  the  chui'ch'* 

to  extend  a  call  to  Bev.  John  Hooker.  The 
vote  was  unanimous.  Mr.  Hooker  probably  preached  here 
about  four  months  previous  to  the  invitation  to  settle, 
though  there  is  no  vote  to  be  found  requesting  him  to 
preach  as  a  candidate.  On  the  10^"  of  September  he  was 
paid  £19.4,  which,  according  to  the  suras  paid  other  minis- 
ters, indicates  a  candidacy  of  about  sixteen  Sabbatlis.  In 
all  probability  he  came  here  in  May,  a  few  weeks  after  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Champion.  It  may  well  be  believed  that 
it  was  largely  througli  Mr.  Hooker's  ministrations  tliat  the 
long  existing  disagreements  In  the  community  were  recon- 
ciled, and  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  among  the  first 
fruits  of  his  labors  a  people  cordially  united  in  seeking  his 
sei'vices.   The  town  offered  him 

the  Bam  of  £d66.18.4  in  the  present  lawful  money  of  the  Province 

of  Massacbusetts  Bav  in  New  England,  to  enable  bim  to  procure  a  set- 
tlement in  this  town ;  £300  whereof  to  be  paid  him  in  the  spring  of  the 
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year  1754,  and  tha  remaindBr  in  the  letting  of  the  year  1755,  and  thai 
they  give  him  for  a  salaTy  beaides  and  ezdnsiTe  of  the  above  earn  of 
settlement  y*  sum  of  £80  like  lawful  moaiey  tor  his  first  year's  Salary,** 

with  an  increase  of  £5  each  year  till  the  amonnt  shonld  reach  £1(K), 
which  was  to  be  his  permanent  compensation.  In  addition  the  snm  of 
£0.18.4  was  voted  "  to  enahle  Um  to  procure  firewood.*' 

ue  Accepts  the  Call.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  16*'  of 

Octoher,  and  at  that  time  the  written  ac- 
ceptance of  Mr.  Hooker  to  the  above  propositions  was  pre- 
sented. In  that  document  he  declared  That  the  unanimi- 
ty with  which  he  understood  he  was  chosen  and  j*  above 
proposals  made,  He  could  not  but  look  upon  as  the  voice  of 
Providence  calling  him  to  undertake  y*  work  of  Gospel 
ministry  in  this  town."  He  demurred  slightly  nt  the  sum 
allowed  for  fire- wood,  fleoming  it  insufficient.  Imt  finally 
consented  to  the  arrangement.  It  was  also  voted  that 
money  paid  to  Mr,  Hooker  sliould  he  in  **  silver  of  sterling 
alloy  a.t  six  shillings  eight  pence  Ity  the  ounce  or  in  Spanish 
milled  pieces  of  eight  at  six  shillings  hy  the  piece."  This 
contract  with  Mr.  Hooker  was  entered  in  full  upon  the 
records,  and  signed  by  him  on  the  11*"  of  December,  1753. 

Ordination.  His  ordiuatiou  took  place  on  the  5*"*  of  De- 
cember. A  committee  of  six  persons  was 
appointed  to  order  the  sittings  of  the  people  in  the  meeting- 
house, and  the  services  were  to  commence  at  10  o'clock,  A. 
M.  Ten  ministers  and  delegates  comprised  the  council. 
The  ordination  services  were  as  follows : — 

Rev.  Stephen  Williams  of  Longmeadow,  moderator  of  the  comieil, 

made  the  first  prayer  at  the  Imposition  of  Har.  1«  nnd  gave  the  charge ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins  of  Springfield  made  the  prayer  .'-ifter  the  Imposition 
of  Haiida ;  Rev.  Peter  Reynolds  of  Enfield  made  tlie  prayer  before 
eermon ;  Rev.  David  ParwmB  of  East  Hadley  (Amherst;)  preached  the 
Sermon,  from  Acts  lO*''  Chapter,  33'^  verae;  Rev.  Robert  Breck  of 
Springfield  gave  the  Right  TIand  of  Fellowship.  Tiie  other  memhors 
of  the  council  were  Bev.  John  Woodbridge  of  South  Hadlej,  Rev.  Jon- 
athan Aahley  of  Deerfield,  Bev.  Joseph  Ashley  of  Suiderland,  Bev. 
Timothy  Woodhridge  of  Hatiield,  and  Bev.  Jonathan  Jndd  of  South- 
ampton. 
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Bxpensea  of  the  The  expenses  of  the  ordination  were  paid  by 
ordinatton.  ^]ie  town,  and  amoTtnted  to  £48.14.9  old 
tenor,  equsl  to  JS6.8.7  lawful  currency.  In- 
cluded in  the  account  was  the  sum  of  £7.4  paid  for  wine. 
While  the  different  amounts  paid  to  certain  individuals 
may  be  found  among  the  town  treasurer's  papers,  the  arti- 
cles provided,  with  the  single  exception  of  wine,  are  not 
stated.  An  ordination  dinner  for  the  ministers  and  their 
delegates  was  an  important  and  never  omitted  proceeding, 
and  it  was  for  this  that  the  largest  (»xppnsc  was  incurred. 
What  rejoicings  among  the  young  people  in  the  evening 
followed  the  religious  exercises  of  the  morning,  are  not 
known.  It  is  easy  to  imagine  that  everybody,  both  old 
and  young,  felt  like  indulging  in  some  kind  of  celebration 
at  the  conclusion  of  this  long  and  bitter  struggle.  The 
custom  of  finishing  off  the  ordination  exercises  with  a  ball 
in  the  evening  was  almost  universal,  and  no  doubt  was  f  ol> 
lowed  on  this  occasion  in  Northampton,  though  nothing^ 
has  been  discovered  which  throws  any  light  on  the  subject. 

1  Ordinat  ions  iu  olfl  t  imes  wers  rugnrdt^il  ft«a  pastime,  an  occasion  for  frolic  and 
amuBement.  B7  oommon  consent  Wednesday  Beem»  to  have  been  the  day  of  th» 
ir««k  usually  flxed  upon  tor  the  oaremonr.  ThMft  occasions  wwe  aomswliat  rare, 
and  tbe  i;eneral  interest  manifested  In  them,  alw»^  drew  l»rge  eroirds.  The  exer> 
cUes  usually  occupied  from  an  hour  and  a  half  to  two  hoars,  At  first  they  were 
mueh  more  elaborate,  sometimes  continuing  throat^hout  the  day.aod  tormerly  it  was 
the  eustom  tor  the  oaodtdete  to  pceaoh  a  aennoii  at  bis  oidtnatlon.  But  nveti  of  the 
solemnity  of  the  oooasion  gradually  wore  away,  the  exerotees  were  onrtafled  to  an 
hour  or  iwu,  and  the  rest  of  Uie  time  wafi  demoted  to  eonvi vf ai ity  and  sootsl  Inter- 
course, the  affair  closing  iu  later  times  with  the  ordination  ball  in  the  oTantng.  The 
town  or  paelahalwi^  paid  the  espeoaee  of  tile  ofdinatloowbloli.  In  aome  eases  were 
qtiite  lart^'e.  As  much  as  £50,  equal  to  half  a  yoarV'  uHlmry,  was  cxpcndnd  at  an  ordi- 
nation in  Charleatown,  in  1718.  A  ilinuor  was  alwayti  provided  for  the  atleuding 
mJnIstersaod  their  delegates,  and  It  came  to  be  one  of  tho  mosi  important  feat  area 
ot  such  an  ooeaslon.  An  open  air  ordtnation  wss  held  at  Wcentham,  in  Noremher, 
178&  A  great  eonoonrse  of  people  assembled,  and  the  serrlees  took  plaoe  In  a  valley. 
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FOUKXU  FKENCH  AND  INDIAN  WAB. 

The  French  ami  Eng-    DuKiNG  the  ^hoi't  interval  of  peace  ■which 

c*^!r*tritt'»ii  "King  (Jeorge'a 

DixedOons.  War,"  in  1749,  and  which  continued  but 

half  a  dozen  years,  both  French  and  Eng- 
lish endeavored  to  push  their  conquests  to  the  utmost.  The 
boundaries  between  the  contestants  for  American  soil  -were 
left  undetermined  by  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  but  were 
to  be  arranged  by  a  commission.  A  conference  settled 
nothing,  and  negotiations  only  protracted  the  uncertainty. 
While  the  French  penetrated  the  wilderness  to  the  west 
and  established  posts  down  the  Ohio,  claiming  jurisdiction 
to  the  G-iilf  of  Mexico,  the  English  were  pressing  to  the 
eastward  iu  Acadia,  to  the  Northward  in  New  York.  ISew 
Hampshire  and  Vermont,  and  to  the  westward  in  Peuiij^yl- 
vania.  The  governments  of  both  conntries  were  engaged 
in  negotiations  concerning  the  movements  of  their  subjects 
on  the  American  continent,  the  negative  results  of  which 
it  was  apparent  must  ineyitably  end  in  war.  Expecting, 
indeed  with  little  prospect  of  avoiding  such  an  outcome, 
and  in  preparation  for  it,  both  nations  dispatched  armies  of 
observation  across  the  Atlantic  :  ~  The  English  to  Virginia 
under  Braddock,  and  the  French  under  Bleskau  to  Canada. 

Union  cf  the  Colo-  In  the  meantimi:  the  question  of  taxing 
ni«g  Discussed.  America  was  under  discussion  in  Parlia- 
ment. Many  plans  for  the  union  of  the 
colonies  among  themselves,  as  well  as  for  closer  connection 
with  Great  Britain,  were  suggested.  A  conference  of  del- 
egates from  the  colonies  was  held  at  Albany,  a  system  of 
union  decided  upon  and  referred  to  the  several  legislatures 
and  to  Parliament ;  but  it  failed  to  meet  the  views  of  either 
and  nothing  was  accomplisbed. 
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War  Commenced.  Tliougli  tlie  oilly  apparent  settlement  lay  in 
a  resort  to  arms,  neither  nation  was  quite 
ready  for  that  decisive  st«p.  But  while  the  diplomatic 
warfare  was  raging  in  the  old  world,  open  hostilities  had 
commenced  in  the  new,  and  the  "seven  years'  war,  the 
school  of  the  Revolution,''*  was  begnn.  The  war  in 
America  had  been  two  years  in  progress  before  a  formal 
declaration  was  made. 

scrnrai  Expeditions  In  February,  1751.  an  expedition  was  sent 
Projected  by  tbe  Q^t  by  Gov.  Dinwlddie  of  Virginia  niult-r 
the  command  of  Col.  Washington  to  pro- 
tect tlio  frontiers,  and  drive  the  French  from  the  Ohio. 
Though  at  drst  successful,  Washington  was  compelled  to 
yield  to  superior  numbers,  and  surrendered  to  the  French. 
The  following  year  occurred  the  unfortunate  expedition 
under  Qen.  Braddock,  and  at  the  same  time  three  other 
movements  were  in  progress.  One  of  them  was  intended 
for  the  preservation  of  Oswego,  and  the  reduction  of  Niag- 
ara ;  another  was  directed  against  Crown  Point,  and  a  third 
had  for  its  object  an  attack  upon  the  French  settlements  in 
Nova  Scotia.  These  expeditions,  however,  are  not  materia! 
to  this  history,  except  so  far  as  they  were  participated  in 
by  citizens  of  Northampton,  or  its  immediate  vicinity. 

Protectiv©  Me»8-  Gov.  BMrley,  prominent  in  planning  the 
axes  Adopted.  campaign,  took  precautions  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Province,  and  the  several  towns 
were  ordered  not  only  to  provide  ammunition,  but  to  take 
all  necessary  measures  for  defending  themselves.  In  ac> 
cordance  with  this  order,  the  town  had  in  July  an  inven- 
tory made  of  its  stock  of  ammunition.  Hezekiah  Wright, 
who  had  it  in  charge,  reported  that  it  consisted  of  345  lbs. 
of  powder,  7^0  lbs.  of  lead,  and  1,000  flints.  Col.  Israel 
Williams  of  Hatfield  was  made  commander-in-chief  in 
Hampshire  County,  and  Capt.  Elijah  Williams  of  Deer- 
field,  was  put  in  command  of  the  cordon  of  forts  erected 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  all  of  which  were  greatly 
strengthened. 

1  OraUon  of  Bdward  Bverett. 
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The  Forts  already     The  more  important  of  these  fortifications 
Owrriwned.  j^^d  been  prarrisoned  from  1749  to  1764, 

though  but  few  if  any  soldiers  from  "N'ort'h- 
ampton  liarl  been  stationed  in  them,  Capts.  Elislia  Haw* 
ley  and  William  Lyman  of  this  town,  then  lieutenants, 
"both  served  during  this  period,  and  were  at  times  employed 
at  Forts  Dummer  and  Masaachusetts. 

iitdiaa  Baida  in  WMb-  Before  any  declaration  of  actual  warfare 
em  iiaMMhiisetts.  had  been  made,  the  Indians  became  active 
and  alert.  Existing  fortifications  in  the 
more  exposed  towns  were  repaired,  and  many  new  ones 
erected.  The  first  attack  fell  upon  the  New  Hampshire 
settlements.  In  August,  a  woman  was  Mllcd  and  several 
persons  captured  at  different  places.  On  the  30*'',  a  party 
of  nine  persons  were  made  prisoners  at  Charlestown,  and 
carried  to  Canada.  These  raids  caused  great  alarm  every- 
where. Many  settlers  in  the  newly  established  towns  with- 
drew, and  others  sought  refuge  within  the  fortihcations. 
Pittsfield  was  deserted,  and  it  was  feared  that  in  other 
towns  this  example  might  be  followed.  The  Indian  hordes 
were  again  let  loose,  and  in  the  language  of  the  military 
correspondence  of  that  day:  —  ''It  is  now  open  war  and 
a  very  dark  distressing  scene  opens ;  a  merciless  miscreant 
enemy  invading  us  in  every  quarter,  pushed  on  by  our  in- 
veterate foe."  * 

matans Discovered  On  the  0*''  of  September,  Col.  Israel  Wil- 
»t  soufehamptoii,  liams -writes  lo  Secretary  Will  a  rd  that  "6 
Indians  were  discovered  at  Southampton 
yesterday,  a  party  of  30  men  were  sent  after  them.  The 
Indians  seem  fuU  of  fury  and  malice."  He  had  previously 
issued  an  order  to  Major  Hawley  at  Northampton  to  enlist 
ten  men  for  service  in  Southampton.  The  same  day  on 
which  the  above  letter  was  written,  Major  Hawley  reported 
that  he  had  enlisted  and  dispatched  from  Northampton  the 
following  named  men,  under  command  of  Sergt.  Noah 
Strong  : —  Medad  Edwards,  Samuel  Fairfield,  Asahel  Birge, 
Eleazar  Pomeroy  (servant  of  Samuel  Clark),  Elijah  King 
(servant  of  Joseph  Bascom),  Benjamin  Bartlett  (servant  of 

1  Letter  of  CoL  Israel  WUUams. 
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Samuel  Alvord),  Phinelias  Oolfaz  (sextant  of  Jonathan 
Hunt  Jr.),  and  Edward  Higgins,  who  figures  somewhat 
furthor  in  tliis  particular  expedition.  In  November.  "N'oah 
Burt,  Silas  King,  Shammah  Poineroy,  and  John  Birge, 
were  a(]dcd,  probably  to  take  the  place  of  some  who  had 
been  dismissed.  The  next  day  these  men  inarched  to  the 
house  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Judd  in  Southampton,  the  only 
fortified  place  in  the  town.  They  put  the  structure  in  good 
condition  for  defence,  and  there  made  their  headquarters. 
They  remained  till  the  18*"  of  December,  when  the  squad 
was  disbanded.  Part  of  their  duty  was  to  guard  the  inhab- 
itants while  at  their  daily  labor.  How  one  guard  per^ 
formed  that  duty  and  the  results  to  Private  Higgins  are 
detailed  in  the  following  letter  from  Major  Hawley  to  Col. 
Israel  Williams :  — 

''Sept.  22.  1754. 

"  Yesterday  aboat  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  ao  enemy  was  at  Southampton, 
about  a  mile  ttom  Hr.  Jndd's.  Two  men  and  some  lads  were  picking 
com,  and  one  man  carting  com.  Two  soldiers  were  on  guard,  one  at 
the  bars  of  the  field  and  the  other  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  field. 
The  carter  was  gone  with  a  load  of  com,  and  returning.  Higgins  at  the 
bars  supposed  he  heard  some  one  stix  in  the  brush  (which  were  very 
thick)  near  him.  He  tnmed  and  faced  the  place  where  he  heard  the 
noise,  ttpon  which  a  gun  was  discharged,  which  shot  the  left  thigh  of 
his  trousers  through  on  the  crotch  side,  with  a  ball  and  three  swan 
shot,  but  missed  his  flesh.  The  account  when  it  came  to  me  yesterday 
seemed  to  be  unacoomitable  and  to  bear  sereral  marks  of  incredulity, 
viz.  :  that  no  Indian  was  seen,  but  one  gun  shot,  that  his  troosers  were 
blacked  with  the  powder  and  he  not  hurt ;  the  gun  was  a  very  loud  one, 
and  Higgins  to  account  for  his  not  being  hurt  said  he  stood  somewhat 
astraddle.  A  nnmber  of  our  people  from  the  other  side  of  the  river 
had  gone  ont  a  little  before.  I  was  inclined  to  think  the  fellow  had 
shot  his  own  breeches  with  a  view  to  mate  noise,  but  the  people  who 
went  out  are  satisfied  the  fellow  was  shot  upon  by  an  enemy.  Lt. 
Katbuuiel  Oiark,  whom  X  esteem  judicious,  tias  been  on  the  spot  and 
informs  me  that  the  place  where  the  gnn  was  shot  was  on  the  east  side 
of  Manban  river,  that  upon  the  beach  of  a  brook  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  they  cviilently  tracked  tw'>  Tn-Kans  abont  40  rods  from  where 
the  brook  goes  into  the  river.  The  brook  is  tiiickly  set  with  gr<nv*^h. 
They  saw  the  track  of  one  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  they  tmd 
at  about  a  rod's  distance  from  where  the  fellow  said  he  stood  when  the 
gun  was  discharged,  evident  signs  of  the  standing  of  a  man  in  very 
thick  brush.  No  track  was  visible,  the  ground  bein?  hard  t  &  small 
al^rfi  were  bent  or  broke  down,  and  a  large  alder  burnt  to  the  white 
hy  the  powder,  and  -?ery  mwsb  blacked,  so  it  is  erident  the  mnsale  of  a 
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gun  was  not  a  foot  from  it.  A  little  nearer  was  an  elder  ctit  off  by  the 
ball  in  a  line  to  where  Biggins  sajs  he  stood,  and  in  the  line  to  his 
breeches.  This  experiment  was  tried.  The  spot  where  he  said  he 
stood  was  in  the  middle  of  the  cart  path,  where  there  was  nothing 
standinc:  to  hans:  bis  tron^^ers  on.  po  that  if  he  did  it  himself  he  mnst 
have  managed  with  great  art  and  design  hardly  possible.  His  breeches 
were  not  blacked. 

"  The  people  in  the  field  say  hecame  to  them  as  soon  after  they  heard 
the  gim  as  was  possible  f6r  a  man  to  come,  and  his  gnu  was  then  loaded 
with  two  balls  ;  he  appeared  in  the  ntmost  consternation.  His  brother 
soldiers  proposed  to  go  to  the  spot  bat  he  said  '  for  the  Lord's  sake  don't 
go  there.'  The  soldiers  and  laborers  all  immediately  fled  j^m  the  field 
at  the  opposite  part  to  the  nearest  house  that  way.  The  fellow  appears 
innocent  and  uniform  in  his  acconnt.  No  i)erf>ons  had  bet'^n  where 
the  tracks  were  disc-OTcrtd.  The  most  considerate  are  tiatisfied  the 
enemy  was  there.  The  people  of  Southampton  will  be  together  today 
and  therefore  not  exposed.  I  hope  to  send  a  suitable  nnmher  of  men 
tomorrow  early  to  Southampton  (today  is  the  Sabbath)  to  secure  those 
part«.  and  a  party  west  where  they  may  be  most  likely  to  oome  across 
the  Indians,  or  their  tracks  if  they  are  returning.^ 

Joseph  Ejlwlry" 

Bxeitenient  tn  South-  A  f ew  d&ys  previous  to  tliis  alarm  the  peo 
anpton.  p]©     Southampton  were  considerably  ex- 

cited}  and  were  evidently  ready  after  the 
adventure  of  Higgins  as  Mr.  Hawley  suggests,  to  oome 

together,  conopntrating  within  and  about  the  fortifications 
for  safety.  On  Sunday,  September  1*',  while  good  Parson 
Jiidd  was  preacliing,  hi?  audience  snddenly  loft  him. 
*•  The  assembly,"  he  records  in  his  diary,  "  broke  ii})  in  ser- 
Tinm  lime  by  a  gun  shot  at  a  I/are."  Whether  the  "  bare" 
escaped  and  the  coiigregaiion  returned  to  the  "improve- 
ment "  of  the  remainder  of  the  discourse,  the  diary  saith 
not.  The  next  day  he  made  the  following  entry :  —  **  The 
scout  came  in  who  went  out  yesterday ;  people  began  to 
move  together."  On  the  9^",  Mr.  Judd  rid  to  Hatfield  and 
obtained  orders  to  Major  Hawley  for  10  soldiers,"  and  the 
next  day  he  records  the  soldiers  enlisted  and  came  to  my 
house."  This  seems  to  have  been  the  origin  of  the  order 
for  the  guard  at  Southampton,  though  Mr.  J iidd  does  not 
mention  that  any  Indians  had  been  seen  there  on  Sunday, 
the  8'\  the  inference  being  that  the  bare"  incident  of  the 
previous  week  had  been  sufficient  to  call  for  the  presence 
of  ten  soldiers. 

I   The  above  letter  in  its  abridged  ioriu  is  fuuud  in.  tbe  Judd  MSS. 
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Militia  of  Northern  A  Complete  reorganization  of  the  militia 
Hampsbir©  Reor-  Qf  Hampshire  County  was  entered  Tipon 
this  year.  Joseph  Haw  ley  of  "N  orthanip- 
ton  and  Elijah  Williams  of  Deertield  were  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  at  about  the  same  time  by  Gov.  Shirley,  and 
the  former  became  quite  active  in  the  formation  of  the  new 
companies.  Apparently  there  was  to  be  a  muster  and  a  re- 
organization of  the  regiment  in  the  northern  part  of 
Hampshire  County,  and  on  the  16*"  of  August  Major  Haw- 
ley  wrote  to  CoL  Israel  Williams  about  the  officers  of  the 
l^orthampton  companies.  He  proposed  the  following 
names :  — 

His  own  Co.  2*  Co.  Co. 

Lt.  Gideon  Lyman  Capt.  [John]  Hunt  Capt.  Beuj.  Skeldou 
Lt  WUliam  Lyman  Lt.  Ebenezer  Bunt  Lt.  [Eben]  ELingaley 
Ens.  Nathaniel  dark  Ens.  Josiali  Pom«roy    Ens.  Dan*!  Pomeroy 

Major  Hawiey'aSur   He  mentions  a  Capt.  Wright,  who  proba- 
Kestioni*.  ]t)ly  belonged  to  tliu  hrst  company,  who  it 

was  expected  would  refuse  his  former  com- 
mission. If  Capt.  Wright  declined,  the  companies  were 
to  be  officered  as  above,  but  Wright  and  Gideon  Ly- 
man  would  not  serve  together,  or  one  under  the  other. 
Should  both  decline,  then  he  suggested  that  Ideut  William 
Lyman  should  be  made  captain,  and  Josiah  Pomeroy  lieu- 
tenant of  the  first  company,  Daniel  Pomeroy,  ensign  of  the 
second  company,  and  Jonathan  Strong  Jr.,  ensign  of  the 
third  company.  His  brother  Ellsha,  he  thought  in  case  of 
the  failure  of  one  of  the  ahnvn  officers,  would  he  n  better 
lieutenant  than  Lieut,  Caleb  Strong,  as  he  had  done  much 
more  to  merit  the  position.  It  is  not  probable  that  any 
companies  were  officered  at  that  time  in  just  the  manner 
proposed  by  Major  Hawley,  though  several  of  the  persons 
named  served  in  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point,  and 
some  of  them  were  killed.  Indignant  at  the  manner  in 
which  his  suggestions  had  been  received  by  his  command- 
ing officers,  Major  Hawley  on  the  3*^  of  October  addressed 
a  pungmit  letter  to  Col.  Williams,  plainly  intimating  his 
dissatisfaction  at  the  snub  inflicted  upon  him.  In  it  he 
suggests  that  Col.  Israel  Williams,  Col.  Oliver  Partridge^ 
Major  Ephrflim  Williams,  and  liimself,  should  confer  upon 
military  affairs    for  y'  defence  of  our  people  on  y'  west  of 
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Gonnor+iciit  river."    He  complains  that  Col  Israel  and 
Mo.i  /    Ephraim   concert  such   schemes  as  they  **  think 
pro}  ^^t ,  and  labour  it  with  y'  Governour,  and  he  also  with 
wiioic  court,"  while  '*CoL  Partridge  schemes  somethiiig* 
ditferent  perhaps,  which  he  will  labour  with  ye  Governour 
and  House.   I  am  privy  to  neither  scheme,  and  perhaps  y' 
first  of  my  hearing  thereof  should  be  in  y*  Honse."  He 
says    I  don't  think  y*  in  my  private  capacity  I  am  of  much 
importance  in  such  matters,  but  as  a  member  of  y*  House 
it  is  possible  I  may  be,  for  I  have  always  spoke  my  mind 
in      House  and  sometimes  have  been  heard."*  Major 
Israel  Williams  and  Major  Hawley  were  cousins,  and  as 
nothing  further  has  come  to  light,  it  is  presumed  that 
neither  party  pressed  the  quarrel  to  the  point  of  interfer- 
ence with  the  best  interests  of  the  ser\'ice.    In  November 
Major  Hawley  was  appointed  on  a  coniniittee  iii  oonnection 
with  Major  Elijah  Williams  and  Ca[>t.  Timothy  Ruggies 
to  disburse  money  in  building  aud  repairing  forts  on  the 
frontier  west  of  Connecticut  River.  In  the  above  proposed 
list  of  officers  Major  Hawley  claims  one  of  the  companies 
as  his  own,  but  there  is  no  proof  that  be  ever  entered  the 
field.   Indeed  in  July  of  the  succeeding  year,  after  news 
came  of  the  disaster  at  Hoosack,  he  gives  two  reasons  for 
not  volunteering.    They  were  as  follows  :  —  **one  is  that 
the  weather  is  so  extream  hot  that  it  would  instantly  bring 
on  y*  disorder  to  which  I  am  incident  in  hot  weather/*  and 
the  other  was  the  "hurrying  time  in  y^  bnsiness  of  my 
profession."^    From  evidence  thus  far  obtained,  it  f^eems 
that  Major  Hawley  passed  from  the  rank  of  chaplain  at 
Louisbnrg  in  1745.  to  that  of  major  in  1754,  without  ever 
having  takon  part  in  anything  mure  hazardons  than  an 
occasional  scouting  expedition,  yet  he  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  organization  of  the  Hampshire  County  Regi- 
ments, as  will  hereafter  be  noted. 

« 

AotiTitj  BTeryirhere.  All  the  forts  ou  the  frontiers  were  garri- 
soned in  1755,  and  scouting  parties  were 
constantly  on  the  move.   Indians  hovered  about  in  every 
direction.  Attacks  were  made  upon  fortified  places  in  New 

1   Perry^s  WlUiAOifltown,  pp.  907,  808. 
S  lb.,  i>.m 
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Hampshire,  a  nnmbep  of  people  were  killed,  many  captives 

taken,  and  much  property  destroyed.  In  some  places  it 
was  impossible  to  harvest  the  crops  for  want  of  protection, 
and  starvation  was  imminent.  ^ 

Service  of  Titu«  Amoug  the  Northampton  soldiers  who 
served  in  Col,  Williams'  regiment,  was  Ti- 
tus King.  He  was  stationed  with  nine 
others  under  Corporal  Zebulon  Allen  at  Charlemont.  In 
June,  while  guarding  a  company  of  men  at  work  in  a 
meadow,  they  were  attacked  by  Indians.  Capt.  Moses  Hioe 
and  Phinehas  Arms,  a  garrison  soldier,  were  killed,  and 
Titus  King  and  Asa  Rice,  grandson  of  Capt.  Moses,  were 
captured  and  carried  to  Canada.  King  remained  a  pris- 
oner there  three  years.  ^  On  liis  return  he  petitioned  the 
legislature  for  conipensatiori  for  the  lo.ss  of  liis  gun  and 
time.  His  gxin  cost  448.,  for  which  he  was  allowed  4()h. 
His  three  years'  service  as  a  prisoner  in  Canada  disgusted 
him  with  military  life,  and  he  became  a  pedagogue.  For 
twenty -eight  years  he  taught  school  in  Northampton,  com- 
mencing in  April,  1750.  He  was  noted  for  his  peculiarities 
and  eccentricities,  and  many  humorous  anecdotes  are  rela- 
ted of  him  by  those  who  attended  the  town  schools.  He 
taught  the  English  school,  and  received  about  £19  per  year. 

Preparations  for  thfi  Earlv  in  1756,  Gov.  Shirley  commenced 
Movement  upon  preparations  for  the  campaign  against 
Crown  Point.  The  expedition  was  popu- 
lar amoug  the  western  settlements,  and  re(piisitious  for 
men  were  promptly  filled.  The  people  welcomed  the  oppor- 
tunity for  definite  action ;  they  were  glad  to  be  relieved  of 
the  strain  of  guarding  against  an  Indian  raid,  of  the  hur- 
ried  pursuit,  and  fruitless,  unsatisfactory  i-eturn.  They 
welcomed  a  change  from  the  monotony  of  garrison  duty. 
It  was  believed  also  th^t  an  offensive  movement  would  tend 
to  prevent  the  merciless  incursions  of  the  Indians,  all  of 
whqm  would  be  required  to  defend  the  point  assailed. 

1  Fov  a  detailed  Mcount  of  the  ounaltles  on  the  nortlieni  trontiet*  see  Sheldon's 
Hlstoiy  of  Deerfleld  end  Hoyftt  ladlan  Wftcs. 

9  Hojrt  says  that  King  wm  **  carried  to  Fraooa,  thence  to  Bm^and,  whence  he  at 

leu^h  returned  to  Northampton,  bis  native  place.'*  Kln^,  howpTor,  dops  not  men- 
tion tti«  foreign  tr^t  in  his  petition  to  the  legislature  lor  tbe  |>ayuieu(.  ut  hi»  iusses, 
aa  qiuoted  in  the  Jndd  MSS.— See  Hoyt,  p.  M6k 
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ABeclmentBDlisted.    Orders  were  issued  in  Marob  for  enlisting 

a  regiment  of  live  liundred  men  to  con- 
sist of  ten  companies  in  Hampshire  Comity,  and  Col.  Israel 
Williams,  Col.  Partridge  and  Major  Hawley  were  atithor- 
ized  to  ''settle  tlie  officers'*  of  the  regiment.  Major  Haw- 
ley was  representative  from  this  town  that  year,  and  by  him 
Gov.  Shirley  sent  all  the  necessary  papers.  These  gentle- 
men held  a  meeting  at  South  Hadley,  where  the  matter  was 
considered.  Major  Ephraim  Williams  was,  at  the  sngges* 
tion  of  the  Governor,  appointed  colonel  of  the  regiment, 
and  through  the  influence  of  Major  Hawley,  Major  Seth 
Pomeroy  was  named  lieutenant-colonel.  In  a  letter  to  the 
other  gentlemen  of  the  commission,  dated  April  P.  Major 
Hawley  strongly  nrges  thai  appointment.  He  says  also 
that  Capt.  Nathaniel  Dwight  oi  Belchertown  would  *'  ac- 
cept a  captaincy  if  he  could  have  it  seasonably/'  and  that 
he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  raising  a  company  ''speedily 
in  his  own  parts/*  He  received  his  commission  and  joined 
the  army  after  the  battle  of  Lake  George.  The  custom 
had  been  years  before  first  to  enlist  the  men  and  then  to 
allow  them  to  choose  their  own  officers,  but  that  had  long 
since  been  changed,  and  now  it  was  the  duty  of  the  com- 
missioned officers  to  recruit  their  own  men.  The  ability 
and  influence  of  captains  in  that  direction  were  prime  fac- 
tors in  their  selection.  All  of  thera  entered  vigorously 
upon  this  work,  and  on  the  80*''  of  May  orders  were  issued 
for  the  regiiUHnt  of  Col.  Williams,  as  soon  as  the  com- 
panies were  "  compleat,"  to  march  to  the  general  rendezvous 
at  Albany."' 

ueai.  Lrmui's  Com-  Lieut.  William  Lyman  of  Northampton 
panyot  Soout*  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy  in  June,  and 
ordered  to  enlist  a  company  of  scouts  to 
consist  of  not  less  than  thirty  men.  None  but  able-bodied 
men  were  to  be  accepted,  each  scout  was  to  cover  not  lees 
than  thirty  days,  and  provisions  for  that  length  of  time 
were  to  be  carried.  The  captain  and  other  commissioned 
officers  were  to  "keep  as  exact  journals"  as  possible  of 
each  of  their  marches.  Capt.  Lyman  raised  his  company, 
but  no  record  of  any  of  his  excursions  has  boeu  found. 
When  reinforcements  were  needed  for  the  Crown  Point 

1  Perry^g  WUUunttowD,  pp.  800,  901,  SOB. 
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expedition,  he  recruited  his  company  to  the  iiumV>er  of 
fifty-uiue  men,  joined  the  army,  and  was  attached  to  Col. 
Pomeroy's  regiment,  where  he  served  from  September  IS*** 
to  December  10^",  but  was  not  in  any  engagement. 

Col.  St^th  Pomeror  Sir  William  Johnson  was  given  command 
and  Capt.  Eiisti&  of  the  armv  dcstinod  to  operate  afrainst 
Journals  of  their  Urowii  Foiiit,  aiid  the  Instory  ot  his  taihire 
Serrioea.  to  Capture  the  position  is  fainiliar  to  every 

one.  Only  the  fact  that  in  the  eiiterf)ri.se  participated 
many  citizens  of  Northampton,  «ome  of  whom  lost  their 
lives  there,  and  two  of  whom  left  journals  containing 
many  intereeting  details  not  elsewhere  to  be  found,  renders 
any  extended  allusion  to  it  of  special  importance.  Many 
extracts  from  the  journal  and  correspondence  of  CoL  Seth 
Pomeroy  have  from  time  to  time  found  their  way  into 
print,  but  no  part  of  the  journal  of  Capt.  Elisha  Hawley, 
who  was  killed  in  the  "bloody  morning  scout,"  has  ever 
been  piihlished.  It  is  believed  that  both  of  these  docu- 
ments are  of  sufficient  interest  to  be  given  entire. 

Korthamptoii  Com.  About  the  last  of  Juue  the  army  com- 
panieoiothe  mauded  by  Gen.  Johnson,  to  the  number 
of  nearly  three  thousand  men,  was  con- 
centrated at  Albany.  About  one  thousand  more  were 
added  as  reinforcements  during  the  progress  of  the  cam- 
pais^n.  Tn  one  of  the  rPEnTn<^nts  raised  in  Western  Massa- 
chusetts were  several  companies  enlisted  in  Hampshire 
County,  and  three  of  them  were  commanded  by  North- 
ampton men.  One  of  them  under  Capt.  Elisha  Hawley, 
brother  of  Major  Joseph  Hawley,  was  composed  mainly 
of  Northampton  men.  ^  It  was  the  custom  for  field-officers 
to  command  companies,  and  Lieut. -Col.  Seth  Pomeroy  was 
at  the  head  of  another.  After  the  promotion  of  Ool.  Pom- 
eroy it  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Simeon  Davis  of  Green- 
wich. It  contained  few  men  from  this  town.  The  com- 
pany of  Capt.  William  Lyman  has  already  been  men- 
tioned. *  Other  soldiers  from  Northampton  seem  to  have 
been  scattered  throngh  the  regiment.  The  troops  marched 
to  Albany  about  the  middle  of  June,  and  went  into  camp 
about  two  miles  below  that  city. 

1   For  Muster-Holl^  aeo  Appendix. 
«  lb. 
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Capt.  lUirisy^B  Com-   The  suldiers  fi  om  Northampton  and  vicin- 

ity  \mder  Ca]  >t.  Hawley  set  out  for  Albany 
the  last  week  in  June,  and  were  in  camp 
at  Greenbush  on  the  29*"  of  the  month.   They  marched  by 
way  of  Westfield,'  and  the  entire  army  remained  in  camp, 
waiting  for  stores  and  ammunition  till  the  middle  of  July. 
On  the  17^''  the  corps  of  Oen.  Phinehas  Lyman,  who  com- 
manded the  M^sachusetts  and  Connecticut  troops,  was 
ordered  to  build  a  fort  at  the  "Great  Carrying  Place  "  on 
the  Hudson  River  near  the  site  of  Fort  Nicholson.  The 
details  of  this  march  will  he  found  in  the  appended  jour- 
nals.   General  marching- orders  were  not  issued  till  the  '2^ 
of  Auj>:nst,  and  a-bont  tlie  middle  of  the  month  the  army 
joined  the  advance  guard  at  the  new  fort,  which  had 
been  appropriately  named  Fort  Lyman,  but  was  afterwards 
changed  to  Fort  Edward.    On  the  26"",  the  army  went 
slowly  forward  and  encamped  at  the  lower  extremity  of 
Lake  G^rge,  where  it  remained,  collecting  means  of  trans* 
portation  through  the  lake,  till  attacked  by  Dieskau  on  the 
8*"  of  September. 

Baron  Dieskau  and  While  Geu.  Johnsou  was  thus  slowly  ad- 
bitt  Amy<^Fr«noii  vanoins:.  Baron  Dieskau  with  an  army  of 
French  and  Indian?,  about  fifteen  hundred 
strong,  occupied  Fort  Ticonderoga.  On  the  Q^^  and  7^^  of 
bejit ember  he  moved  southward,  landing  at  South  Bay. 
His  plan  was  to  get  in  tlie  rear  of  John^Jon's  array,  attack 
Fort  Edwardj  then  barely  completed,  and  held  by  Cul. 
Blanchard  with  his  New  ^mpshire  regiment,  and  secure 
the  great  amount  of  supplies  stored  there.  But  his  Indian 
allies  refusing  to  participate  in  an  assault  upon  a  fort  de- 
fended by  artillery,  he  decided  to  attack  Gen.  Johnson's 
camp.  Proceeding  by  the  way  of  Wgod  Creek,  he  gained 
the  rear  of  the  English  army,  and  counted  upon  a  speedy 
victory.  Gen.  Johnson,  anticipating  the  attack  upon  Forfc 
Edwai  l,  though  unaware  that  Dieskau  had  changed  his 

1  Tlia  ptifiCipai  tborooghfare  from  the  Oonaeetfout  Valley  to  Albany  during  the 
tev«a  yearn'  war  was  by  way  of  Westfleld.  Blandford,  Tyrlngham,  North  Sheffield 
(Qreat  Barrington)  and  Emdernoak.  It  WM  tbe  route  tliai  had  iMeo  uwd  M  far  back 
as  1906.  Tbere  were  eereral  otber  rentes,  bat  thsy  were  not  muoli  in  nee.  A  new  way 
waa  eat  firom  Morttuunpton  to  Albany,  lo  1?B8,  boi  It  waa  in  an  tmperfeet  oondltloo, 

Impassable  fnr  wheels.  There  wiis  nuother  way  from  Deerfleld  throogh  Cbarlemont 
to  ifoft  Jiaasacliusetta,  tlieace  to  the  toil  at  Hoosack. 
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plan,  sent  a  deiachmeiit  of  one  thousand  Englisli  and  two 
hundred  Indians  to  ''c^t^li  the  enemy  in  their  retreat.*' 
Th.e  battle  whicli  followed  has  been  many  times  described, 
and  need  not  be  enlarged  upon,  as  many  incidtints  relating 
to  it  will  be  found  in  the  journal  and  correspondence  of 
Col.  Pomeroy. 

oapt.  Hawtoy^i      Capt.  SUsha  Hawley,  who  loet  his  life  in 
joatiMi.  enga^ment,  was  a  son  of  the  second 

Joseph  Hawley,  and  an  only  brother  of 
Ma  jor  Joseph*  He  had  seen  much  service  during  King 
George's  War  on  the  frontiers,  and  was  at  one  time  in 
command  at  Fort  Massachusetts.  It  was  at  the  latter  post 
in  1718,  when  serving  as  lieutenant  under  Capt,  Ephraim 
Williaras.  that  he  had  be«n  wounded.  He  was  a  capable, 
efficient  and  popular  officer.  In  the  last  week  of  March, 
17So,  lie  received  an  order  to  enlist  a  company  lor  tho 
Crown  Point  expedition,  and  in  a  short  time  he  had  fifty- 
three  Northampton  men  ready  to  march.  With  his  com- 
pany he  went  forward  with  the  advanced  guard  to  the 
building  of  Fort  Lyman,  was  in  the  thick  of  the  fight  in 
the  "  bloody  morning  scout,"  where  he  was  wounded  Sept. 
S^*",  and  died  on  the  24*^,  His  journal,  commenced  when 
he  left  home  for  the  army,  and  continued  till  the  day  before 
his  wound,  giving  an  account  of  the  services  of  the  North- 
ampton company,  i?j  appended  in  full  : —  ^ 

June  '-itV  175.5  set  out  from  Northampton  for  Albany  in 
order  to  proceed  in  tlie  Ex|>editioii  against  Crownpoint, 
K)ad  to  Westf '  and  T.odgiid  there 

fryday  27'^  road  to  Sheff  '  in  Company  with  Cap*  Porter 
and  several  others  Lodged  at  Sheldons 

28*''  Saturday  road  to  Lodewicks  between  Kenderhook  & 
Albany.   A  rainy  afternoon 

29***  Sunday  road  to  Greenbusb  found  most  of  my  Com- 
pany who  left  Northampton  before  me  Arnved,  and  station 
in  Col  Ranslier  Barn  — I  myself  with  Ens"  Smith  got  a 
birth  in  one  End  of  House  where  we  were  very  Courtyously 
Treated  by  one  Lawnson  who  lived  there. 

1  Tli«  JTootiMil  of  Cmpt,  Saw1«7  oopled  from  the  ocigtiiAl  H8S.  the  Hawl«7  p»- 
pera,  wbloli  tonn  pact  of  tho  Utemey  ot  ih*  late  Omt^s  BMunott,  now  In  the  Lonoz 
LlbxH7«  Now  York  Clt7« 
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30'^'  monday  CJoutinued  at  Col  Bansliers  with  my  Oom- 
pauy 

July  1'*     3^  4**"  nothing  remarkable 

5*^  Saturday  Ool:  Williams  and  many  otlier  Officers  of 
his  Begiment  arrived— L*  Pomroy  Came  with  Col:  Wil- 
liams, and  quarterd  withns  at  y*  Col' 

9"*  Wednesday  Gten'  Johusc^n  Came  to  review  the  army 
the  Regiments  were  all  drawn  up  to  receive  him 

10*''  Gov'  Shirley  Arrived  at  Albany  in  Order  to  go  to 
Niagai'a 

11^^  this  day  tliere  was  an  Indians  Scalp  brought  from 
Kinderhook  to  Alljaiiy 

12"'  we  wero  order'd  to  Carry  our  tents  \vhi<-h  I  had  tiie 
day  before  taken  out  of  the  Stores  up  tlie  river  aa  far  as 
Col  Skylers,  where  the  were  order'd  to  be  set  up 

13*''  Sunday  beared  m'  Becket  preach  in  Connecticut 
Camp— but  the  Col'  with  many  of  the  Companys  were  very 
busey  in  seting  up  our  tents  at  the  flats 

14}^  this  Day  we  were  again  reveiu'd*  by  Qov'  Shirley  at 
Grceiibush 

15''^  were  Employ^  in  Carrying  batoos  from  the  yard  to 

the  river 

jLgiii  Wednesday  rec^  ( Jrders  to  git  our  Stores  ready  and 
march  witli  Gen'  Lyman  up  to  the  Carrying  place 
IT*'  moved  up  to  Col:  ykylers 

18*"  19*"  20***  &  21*'  were  Kmploy'd  in  geitiug  aud  Load- 
ing Stores 

Tuesday  set  out  from  the  flats  in  Company  with  Col: 
Buggles's  Begiment  and  three  Companys  of  Col:  Williams's 
besides  our  own  went  to  the  half  moon  about  12^*  miles 
above  the  City 

23*"  Set  along  up  the  river  with  our  batoos  the  water  this 
day  that  we  past  overwa*  very  bad  a  great  part  of  the  way 
falls 

'M'^  Bet  o\it  afifain  TTp  the  river  after  we  had  unloaded 
our  batoos  to  about  2  barrels  weight ;  about  aClock  came 
to  still  water  where  Gen'  Lyman  with  his  regiment  was 
Encamp*  we  pitch  our  tents  on  the  E*  side  the  river  alittle 
above  the  mouth  of  Scattaoook  river 

1  Bertowed.  Tb«w<»ailitli»origiasai8TW7indi8tinofc. 

2  Bo  In  origiiial  muiusoript. 
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25*"  26*^  28*^  Lay  at  Still  water  were  employ'ed  in 
Clearing  the  road  for  y"  Waggons  to  Come  with  our  Stores 

39**  Set  out  for  Surrutoga  witli  our  Stores  that  were 
brought  up  by  wagg[ous]  as  well  as  "with  what  we  brought 
in  the  batooa :  Arrived  there  a  little  before  night  and 
Encamp^ 

SO**^  So  31*''  tarried  at  our  Camps  and  were  many  of  us 

Employ'd  in  repairing  y*^  roads  &c 

Agust  1*  struck  our  tents  and  moved  up  tl:e  river  about 
four  miles  —  Cros'd  a  "bar  in  the  river  where  the  water  fell 
about  six  or  seven  feet  drew  our  batoos  over  this  bar  hy 
ro])e^^  with  muck  difficulty — Encamp^  at  y*  foot  of  another 
pair  of  falls 

2^^  uiiloaded  our  Battoeis  aud  drew  'em  up  the  falls  aud 
Carry*d  our  stotes  by  in  Waggons :  L*  Pomroy  was  this 
day  very  EL 

3^  Sunday  Loaded  our  batoos  again  and  set  out  for  the 
Carrying  Place  where  we  arrived  alittle  before  night — L* 
Pomroy  was  this  day  quite  Sick,  we  Carr/d  him  in  the 

batoos 

4^**  this  day  Ens"  Smith  was  talrcn  very  Sick  with  a 
"bloody  flux  which  prevails  very  much  in  the  army — 
ir*omroy  is  still  very  sick 

5^*"  Sent  out  Several  Scouts 

6*''  the  Scouts  sent  yesterday  return'd  —  this  day  one  of 
our  army  was  whip*d  100  stripes  for  the  most  vile  Cursing 
&  Swareing 

7*"  we  were  very  busy  in  geting  timber  Sc  bark  for  a 
storehouse  &  fort — Ens'  Smith  very  sick  L*  Pomroy 
better 

B*"  still  busied  in  getting  timber  &  framing  it 

gth  |(^^,,h  ^jth  13"'  Continued  at  y*  Carrying  place 
were  i7Tip]oy'd  about  y®  building  as  before 

tlinr^day  H^''  Gen'  Johnson  Came  to  as  with  about  40 
Indians.  Col:  Williams  Comj)anys  that  were  behind.  Col: 
Titcomb  &;  Col:  Guttriges  Kegiuients,  and  some  of  the 
Rhode  Islanders 

IQth.  jgth  i^othing  remarkable 

17^  Sunday  this  day  we  were  Jbin'd  by  the  remainder  of 
the  R.  Islanders  and  the  New  Yorkers,  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  Waggons  loaded  with  Stores 
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18"*  this  day  one  Sam^^  Stebbins  of  middleton  was 
drowed  in  y*  river  against  y*  Camp— 'twas  Supposed  lie  had 
a  fit  by  some  tho  'tis  not  Certain  what  was  the  occation  of 

his  drowning 

lO***  this  day  we  were  imploy'd  in  Grinding  axs  Court 

martials  &c  Nothing  very  remarkable 

'^0  "  began  to  Intrench  about  y®  Fort  by  Cap^  Ayres  di- 
rection 

81**'  Continued  the  Intrencbment.  a  scout  arrived  from 
Crownpoint 

22'^  CJontiuued  y*  work  at  y'  trench  &c 

28*  Saturday  the  women  who  have  followed  ns  every 
time  the  army  came  together  were  sent  away  from  the 
army  by  Order  of  Council 

'Zi*'^  Sunday  I  went  to  Clear  the  road  towards  Lake  S* 
Sacrament  with  about  400  men— m'  Williams  preach'd  at 

camp 

25^*"  work'd  again  at     road  &c 

20'^'  the  Gen"  with  Col:  Rugglef,  Col:  Williams's  &  Col: 
Giitteridges  Reg"*'*  and  some  of  the  Yorkers  and  Rhode 
Islanders  set  out  for  Lake  S'  Saer;iTn<.!nt  we  liad  ahout  loO 
waggons  with  us  and  5  field  peices  went  about  4  miles  and 
Lodged 

27*^  Continued  our  march  went  about  6  miles  this  day 
28  Set  out  again  for  the  Lake  where  we  arrived  about  4 

O'clock— from  the  foot  at  Lydias  to  the  Lake  a  fine  road 
29^  spent  the  day  in  Clearing  y*  Ground  about  y*  end  of 

the  Lake  ^ 

30**  this  day  we  were  join'd  by  about  160  Indians— fir'd 

y'^  Cannon  at  y'  Coming  were  Employed  as  Yesterday 

31*'  Attended  pnhlick  worship  &e 

Sep^  1"^  this  morning  about  50  men  deserted  because  they 
were  refnsed  tlioir  back  AUowance  of  Rum  &e  Nicson 
of  Col:  Ruggles's  Regiment  went  after  "em  about  4  or  five 
miles  and  brougiit  em  all  back  to  the  Camp 

2*  had  news  by  the  Indians  that  the  French  had  not  se- 
cured the  Carrying  place  at  y^  N.  end  the  Lake 

3**  Wednesday  Qen'  Lyman  Came  up  to  us  with  his  own 
&r  Col:  TitcomVs  Begiment 

4tii  gtii  gth  ixotihing  remarkable,  stores  were  Continually 
Coming  in  Waggons  &c 

17 
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7**  Sunday,  Last  night  we  had  a  Gen"  Alarm  in  y*  Camp 
occation  by  the  Cent*  hearing  something 

[After  this  the  journal  contains  a  number  of  blank  leaves 
followed  by  the  following :  —  ] 


Province  to  my  Company, 

D' 

July  22" 

To  24  days  work  in  the  battoes  * 

24 

24 

24 

To  24  ditto  

27 

lo  7  days  work  #     roads  . 

7 

28 

To  5  d"  

5 

29 

To  24:  days  work  in  batoos  . 

24 

80 

To  5  days  work  at  y*"  roads  . 

5 

31 

To  U  ditto  

Aug** 

to  30  days  work  in  Batooes  . 

30 

to  10  days  work  in  Batoos  . 

10 

3* 

to  24  days  work  in  Batoos  . 

24 

To  8  days  works  at  y*  roads 

10 

r,tli 

To  3  days  work  at  getting  bark  . 

3 

To  15  days  work  at  getting  bark 

15 

To  8  days  work  at  getting  timber 

8 

9"* 

To  3  days  work  at  fraiming 

3 

10"' 

To  1(!  days  work  at  y''  timber 

16 

To  12  days  work  at  t^ittini^^  timber 

12 

To  0  days  work  at  y'  road  . 

6 

16*" 

3 

17'" 

to  4  days  work  about  y*^^  Hospital 

4 

18*" 

to  G  days  works  at  the  Hospital 

6 

24*" 

10  days  work  at  y*  road 

10 

25*" 

to  12  ditto  

12 

to  10  ditto  

29»" 

&dO  10  ditto  .... 

[Then  follows  on  the  last  page  the  following  memo- 
randa :  —  1 
Aug-*  17*"  1765 

Memorandum  d**  Serj*  Bardwell  4  dollars  to  purchase 
Stores  at  Albany 

The  weight  of  the  beef  &  tallow  we  had  of  Geu^^  Lyman 
529'^ 
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ctpt.  Hawiey^  LMt   Capt.  Hawlej  was  shot  througli  the  left 
J^teat.  breast;  the  ball  was  cut  out  near  the 

shoulder-blade,  having  pierced  the  left 
lobe  of  the  lungs.   For  nearly  three  weeks  he  lingered, 

hoveling  between  life  and  death  ;  the  surgeon  at  one  time 
expressed  some  slight  hope  of  his  reeovery.  His  hist  mo- 
ments before  the  fatal  march  were  occupied  in  writing  to 
his  brother,  and  this  letter  full  of  brotherly  affection  is 
given  below.  Major  iiawley  was  too  ill  to  undertake  a 
journey  to  the  camp  when  he  learned  the  sorrowful  tidings. 
That  sad  duty  devolved  upon  his  bTother-in>law,  Major 
Samuel  Clarke,  who  cbeered  and  soothed  the  last  few  days 
of  the  wounded  and  dying  man. 

"  Lak«  St.  Sacrament  (now  called  Lake  QeoTfge) 

Sept.  1755. 

**  I  ree'd  yoor  letter  dated  at  Springfield  the  39^  of  August  wherein 
you  mamfeet  a  great  oonoem  for  qb  and  tell  me  that  if  jon  shonld  hear 

from  U8  that  we  were  likely  to  proceed  to  effect,  you  are  resolved, 
Providence  permitting,  to  come  to  ns.  Sr.  T  siippiose  'tis  the  fixed  de- 
termination of  the  chief  officers  of  the  army,  to  proceed  to  Crown  point 
as  soon  as  we  are  joined  by  the  lecmits  that  we  hear  are  raised,  *tis  ap> 
prehended  the  oonseqttoices  of  onr  returning  without  going  thrd*  with 
what  wa?!  projpotod  when  set  out  would  he  so  fatal  that  T  believe 
we  shall  be  ordered  to  proceed  altho'  our  Numbers  should  not  be  erinal 
to  the  Numbers  that  wt»  are  iu£urmed  are  at  Crown  point — but  with 
reepeot  to  yonr  Coming  I  have  but  little  to  say.  I  should  be  very  glad 
to  have  your  company,  but  I  am  sensible  that  you  are  needed  at  heme 
on  many  accounts.  Shameave  the  pi^ttr-r  to  yonr  prndence.  Should 
be  very  glad  Lt.  Lyman  would  come  aod  join  us  and  Capt.  Dwight,  but 
I  fear  they  will  on  some  account  or  other  excuse  themselves.  Wldle  I 
am  writing  one  of  our  Scouts  who  has  jxust  come  in  informs  that  the 
day  before  yesterday  they  discovered  a  Uttle  west  of  the  drowned  land 
the  tracks  of  a  very  large  body  of  French  and  Indians,  who  were  just 
gott© — they  say  they  made  as  great  m$m  as  our  army  and  they  suppose 
bitend  to  attack  us  or  the  fort  at  Lydias's  but  perhaps  their  design  may 
be  only  to  attack  some  of  our  wagons  as  they  come  up  with  stores.  We 
have  sent  again  to  make  further  discovery  and  I  hope  they  may  be  dis- 
appointed iu  their  design. 

"Sr.  we  have  now  auoth«;r  messenger  arrived  who  inforuis  that  he 
was  on  the  road  to  Ljrdias's  from  this  place  in  company  with  8  wagons, 
which  were  going  from  hence  for  Loads  (it  seems  they  went  from  us 
without  leaved  he  says  the  wagons  before  him  were  fired  npon  by  y* 
Snemy — he  heard  a  great  outcry  and  fled,  and  is  now  got  to  as.  I  am 
this  minute  a  going  out  in  Company  with  five  hundred  men  to  see  if 
we  can  Intercept  'em  in  their  retreat,  or  find  their  canoes  in  the 
drowned  Land,  and  therefore  must  conclude  this  letter. 
'  *'  from  y*  loving  and  only  Brother 

BuBHA  Hawlby.'* 
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FOU&TH  FRENCH  AND  INDIAN  WAS. 

<M.  Pomeroy's       The  journal  of  the  Crown  Point  expedition 
JoaxsftL  by  Col.  Seth.  Pomeroy,  which,  is  much  more 

fuU  than  that  of  Capt.  Hawley,  follows  :  — 
Northampton,  July  1,  1755. 

Tuesday,  set  out  from  home  to  the  Expedition  to  Crown 
Point.  Arrived  at  Westfield,  lodged  at  Clapp^s  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  night. 

Thursday,  set  off  for  Stockbridge,  arrived  there  at  dnsk, 
next  day  afternoon  set  out  for  Oantuhook  lodged  there. 

Saturday  morning  set  off  for  Albany,  arrived  there  about 
noon  or  twelve  o'clock. 

Sabbath  morning,  July  6'*,  1755.  Went  to  Mr.  Ogelbee's 
church,  both  fore  and  afternoon,  preached  an  excellent  ser- 
mon, text  from  Psalms  to  prove  a  Divine  Providence.  To- 
day it  rained  forenoon. 

Monday,  7*''.  Showery  at  night.  Gen,  Johnson  came  to 
Albany.  I  supped  with  him  tbat  night  at  Landlord  Lut- 
tridge's.  Stayed  with  him  till  about  11  of  the  clock,  was 
well  pleased  with  his  company. 

Tuesday,  the  8*^.  The  field  officers  waited  upon  General 
Johnson. 

Wednesday,  9*^.  The  army  that  encamped  two  miles  be- 
low Albany  the  General  went  down  to  view,  being  mus- 
tered in  regimental  order  and  was  pleased  with  their  ap- 
pearance. 

Thursday,  10"".  Governor  Shirley  came  to  town  with 
several  officers  and  two  companies  of  soldiers  for  his  army. 
At  his  arrival  the  cannon  in  the  fort  was  discharged,  the 
field  officers  that  were  in  town  waited  upon  the  Governor 
and  drank  a  glass  of  wine  with  him. 
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Friday.  11^^.  Gnvcrnor  Shirley  invited  General  Johnson 
and  the  field  officers  of  the  Crown  Point  expedition  to  dine 
with  him  (viz.  the  colonels).  W©  aecordingly  waited  upon 
him  and  were  well  entertained. 

Saturday,  the  12"',  I  dined  with  Maj.  General  Lyman 
at  Col.  Bensalers  ;  this  was  a  showery  day  and  it  hath,  been 
showery  evei  y  day  this  week. 

Sabbath  day,  13**^.  I  attended  public  worship  at  Mr. 
Oglebee's  Church,  both  fore  and  afternoon.  In  the  fore- 
noon Governor  Shirley  and  G^n.  Johnson  were  there,  the 
sermon  was  well  adapted  to  tho  occasion. 

Monday,  14^*^.  A  very  hot  day,  the  army  mustered  down 
at  the  camp  the  Generals  to  view  them,  in  the  afternoon 
np  at  the  Hats  where  part  of  the  army  lay  they  were  mus- 
tered for  the  General  to  view. 

Tuesday.  15'^''.    Dry  and  hot  no  news. 

Wednesday,  IG'^'.    The  hottest  of  weather. 

Thursday,  17*".  Dined  with  General  Johnson,  at  about 
7  of  the  clock  at  night  left  Albany  to  go  forward  to  Crown 
Point.  Arrived  at  Col.  Seyton's  lodged  there  that  night 
at  the  flats  so  called. 

Friday,  18*".  Staid  at  Col.  Seyton*s  that  day,  well  enter- 
tained but  the  hottest  of  weather. 

Saturday,  10^^.  Major  General  Lyman  went  off  from 
Col.  Seyton's  at  the  Flats  with  his  regiment  with  ahont  90 
of  the  Dutch  waggons  took  ])art  of  the  stores  in  the  after- 
noon, about  4  of  the  clock  it  rained. 

Sahhath  day,  W^^.  Somewhat  cloudy  m  ihe  forenoon  — 
no  rain  —  Mr.  Page  preached  both  forenoon  and  after. 

Monday,  f^l,   A  fair  morning  still  staid  at  the  Flats. 

Tuesday,  Bain  in  the  'forenoon,  afternoon  Col.  Bug- 
gies and  our  Battoes  went  off  with  part  of  the  stores. 

Wednesday,  ^.3.  All  the  forenoon  I  loaded  waggons  with 
our  stores.  Set  out  myself  about  12  of  the  clock  from  Col. 
Seyton's  at  the  flats^  arrived  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Half 
Moon  lodged  in  the  tent. 

Thursday,  the  34.  1  sot  out  with  a  L'imrd  of  100  men  to 
guard  the  wagons  up  to  ^-^tillwater.  Arrived  there  at  12 
of  the  clock,  dined  with  Maj.  Geu.  Lyman. 

Friday,  $5**.  This  day  a  steady  rain  so  we  kept  pretty 
close  ill  our  tents. 
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Saturday,         A  fair  day,  we  are  still  at  Stillwater  and 

employed  getting  up  stores. 

Sabbatli  day,  27.  A  fair  day,  attended  public  worsliip 
both  fore  and  aft-er  noon.  Mr.  Williams  preached.  Last 
Friday  died  an  Indian  soldier  who  enlisted  froui  Natick,  is 
the  first  one  I  have  heard  of  who  has  died  since  we  arrived 
at  Albany. 

Monday,  28.  This  is  a  fair  day.  A  Court  Martial  was 
held  on  5  deserters  in  General  Lyman's  regiment,  there  not 
being  time  to  finish  it  adjourned  over  to  Wednesday  at 
Saratoga. 

Tuesday,  29.  This  day  Gen.  Lyman  gave  orders  for  all 
our  army  (now  at  Stillwater)  to  remove  up  to  Saratoga  all 
our  stores  were  put  into  the  battoes  and  we  all  Marched  off 
between  11  and  12  of  the  clock  with  our  2  field  brass  pieces 

a  number  of  men  to  gnard  on  each  side  of  the  river.  We 
all  came  up,  viz  :  Gen.  Lyman's  Col.  Rnggles  regiment  and 
4  of  Col.  William's  companies.  Arrived  at  Saratoga  about 
d  in  the  afternoon. 

Wednesday,  30.  A  very  rainy  night  last  night  an<l  this 
morning,  we  are  now  encamped  at  Saratoga.  Our  regi- 
ments today  are  being  reviewed,  and  clearing  our  camps 
and  up  the  road  towards  the  carrying  place,  the  after- 
noon fair  weather. 

Thursday,  31.  A  fair  day.  300  men  sent  up  towards  the 
carrying  place  to  mend  the  roads,  and  about  50  down  the 
road  towards  Stillwater  to  complete  the  bridges  that  were 
defective  that  vray  which  are  all  finished.  A  number  to 
the  fort  at  Saratoga  to  search  for  cannon  balls,  and  they 
dug  np  about  1100  shot  and  bro'ight  them  to  our  cam]) 
which  was  above  a  mile  above  the  old  fort.  Saratoga  is  a 
rich  fertile  soil,  full  of  feed,  though  well  slocked  with  cat- 
tle and  horses,  yet  loaded  with  grass  more  Liiau  Ihe  cattle 
can  eat. 

Friday,  Aug.  1,  1755.  Set  out  this  day  from  Saratoga 
with  all  our  stores  loaded  in  the  Battoes,  came  to  the  first 
fall  about  11  of  the  clock  and  at  about  5  in  the  afternoon 
got  all  our  battoes  up  with  the  stores  which  were  about  200 
and  a  very  great  fatigue  we  liad  ;  then  we  went  on  to  the 
next  fall,  there  we  encamped  at  the  bottom  of  the  large 
fall. 
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Saturday,  2.  This  morning  a  detachment  of  300  men 
went  forward  to  mend  the  roads  and  abont  60  back  to 
mend  some  that  were  not  finished  ;  before  the  remainder  of 
the  army  landed  the  battoes  and  took  them  np  the  falls, 
all  the  battoes  got  np  that  carrying  place  which  is  4  or  5 
miles  above  Saratoga. 

SabliRth  3'"'*,  1755.  Our  army  set  out  from  that  landing 
above  iliese  falls  at  half  an  hour  after  10  of  lue  clock  aud 
came  to  Fort  Nicholson  about  6  at  niglit,  witli  our  battoes 
and  the  stores  but  the  two  field  pieces  that  we  brought  all 
that  way  with  ns  were  not  able  to  arrive  there  that  day  the 
way  not  being  all  repaired. 

Monday,  4**,  at  Fort  Nicholson.  A  very  rainy  night  last 
night  and  this  morning  till  noon.  Our  stores  received  con- 
siderable damage  in  landing  so  late  last  night,  but  took 
good  care  of  them  in  the  morning ;  this  is  a  pleasant  well 
situated  place  here  at  the  carrying  or  Fort  Nicliolson. 

Tuesday,  S*'*.  A  fair  pleasant  day.  A  scout  of  30  men 
sent  to  Wood  Creek  and  another  scout  of  10  men  sent  to 
Lake  St.  Sacrament. 

Wednesday,  6'**.  A  fair  day.  The  scout  sent  out  yester- 
day returned  today  bring  no  news  of  the  enemy  ;  there  is 
a  considerable  number  of  our  army  liow  that  are  sick.  I 
myself  have  been  ill  these  two  days  but  not  coniined.  I 
hope  it  will  wear  off.  We  have  n^ade  a  thorough  search  in 
our  bread  cask,  and  find  much  damage  in  the  bread,  the 
cask  being  poorly  made.  A  soldier  one  Bickenstaff  was 
whipt  for  profane  swearing,  a  sodomitical  attempt  100 
lashes  and  drummed  out  of  the  army  with  a  rope  abont  his 
neck,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  a  convenient  place  there  to 
be  kept  and  placed-  till  the  Crown  Point  expedition  was 
over. 

Thursday,  Aug.  7*''.  A  fair  day.  orders  given  to  build 
two  store  houses — hands  sent  to  cut  and  hew  timber,  peal 
bark  and  a  considerable  number  of  sticks  of  hewn  timber 
was  drawn  by  men  with  a  rope.  A  scout  of  men  came  in 
today  who  had  discovered  the  tracks  of  about  20  Indians 
about  a  mile  to  the  East,  travelling  to  the  South. 

Friday,  S*'*.  We  are  now  a  great  number  of  hands  bring- 
ing timber,  pealing  bark  and  framing  store  houses.  A 
scout  of  about  SO  men  sent  to  the  drowned  lands  to  see 
what  discoyery  can  be  made  that  way. 
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Saturday,  Q***.  A  fair  day.  Many  hands  at  labor,  cut- 
ting timber  and  drawing'  it  for  our  fort.  This  day  T  made 
mc  a  bedstead  and  lodged  in  it  at  niglit ;  wrote  a  letter 
home  in  the  evening  which  was  my  5*'. 

Sabbath  day.  August  10,  17.55.  A  fair  day.  Mr.  Williams 
preached  both  fore  and  afternoon  and  a  number  of  liands 
at  work  at  the  fort.  Two  men  were  sent  this  morning  to 
Albany.  A  scout  this  day  who  came  in  who  went  last  Fri- 
day for  the  drowned  lands,  but  did  not  [reach]  their  de- 
signed place.   Made  bnt  little  discovery  of  the  enemy. 

Monday,  11.  A  fair  day.  Several  sconts  came  in,  made 
no  discovery,  a  small  number  of  men  went  down  the  river 
fishing  and  hnnting,  and  brought  in  one  deer,  and  about  30 
large  fish,  some  as  big  as  a  eod  and  much  the  same  sort  of 
flesh  both  in  looks  and  taste. 

Tuesday,  12.  A  fair  day.  About  300  men  sent  towards 
Fort  Ann  to  repair  the  roads.  A  considerable  miinber  of 
onr  army  not  well,  the  coiumon  illness  that  attends  armies, 
but  none  died.    Many  have  recovered  that  have  been  sick. 

Wednesday,  13  Aug.  A  fair  hot  day  and  we  finished  the 
timber  work  of  our  store  house  which  is  in  the  form  of  an 
L,  70  feet  one  way  and  40  the  other,  IM  feet  wide  at  the 
north  end  of  it.  A  guard  house  30  feet  in  length  15  in 
breadth  with  a  mount  upon  the  north  end  of  it,  the  roofs 
of  the  whole  sheds  inwards ;  upon  the  outside  about  13  feet 
high,  in  two  stories  are  loop  holes  to  fire  out  of.  A  mount 
at  the  west  corner  of  the  river  bank  enclosed  from  the  west 
end  of  the  store  house  to  tlie  iiioniit  with  stockades,  from 
the  northwardly  end  straight  to  the  bank  of  the  river  with 
the  same,  and  on  the  river  bank  to  the  aforesaid  mount  at 
the  west  end,  so  enclosed  about  half  an  acre  of  land. 

Thursday,  14.  A  fair  day.  This  day  General  Johnson 
came  to  the  carrying  place  at  the  entrance  to  our  camp. 
We  fired  our  two  field  pieces,  and  aided  him  into  the  fort 
by  an  intervail  of  the  army. 

Friday,  15.  The  forenoon  fair,  the  afternoon  showery. 
A  council  sat  in  the  forenoon  and  agreed  to  send  for  400 
men  to  New  York,  Connecticut  500  and  Massachusetts  500; 
aU  of  which  we  have  ordered  to  raise  the  above  said  num- 
ber of  men  in  case  they  are  needed. 

Saturday,  16.   A  cloudy  day.   A  post  was  this  day  sent 
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to  the  several  governments  with  orders  to  send  men  to  our 
relief.  I  sent  letters  by  them  to  my  sons  at  New  Hayen 
and  to  my  wife  at  home. 

Sabbath  day,  17*",  1755.  A  fair  day.  So  much  business 
this  forenoon  that  no  sermon.  Met  at  11  o'clock,  sang  and 
publicly  praytMl.  Orders  driven  for  a  meeting  6  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  Just  after  we  met  and  began  prayers  news 
came  that  the  waggons  were  attacked  by  300  Indians.  I 
was  immediately  ordered  with  about  400  men  to  march  di- 
rectly in  the  utmost  haste  to  their  relief^  but  after  going 
about  4  miles  down  the  road  got  to  the  rear  of  all  the  wag- 
gons and  meeting  Col.  Oockraft  he  informed  me  it  was  a 
false  alarm,  so  we  had  to  march  back  doing  no  service. 

Monday,  18",  1755.  A  fair  day.  A  scout  went  off  for 
Fort  Massachusetts.  I  sent  a  letter  by  one  Chapin  to  my 
wife.  A  man  in  swimming  its  thought  was  taken  with  the 
cramp  or  a  fit,  sunk  down  though  a  great  number  of  peo- 
ple were  near,  yet  no  one  went  in  soon  enough  to  get  }iim 
out  alive  :  one  depended  on  another  and  some  were  afraid 
to  go  in  so  that  the  poor  man  perished.  The  fourth  man 
we  have  lost  and  the  first  by  accident. 

Tuesday,  19.  A  fair  day.  A  council  sat  this  day  at 
Head  Quarters,  and  concluded  that  1900  of  our  army  as 
soon  as  we  should  have  intelligence,  should  march  forward 
to  clear  the  road  to  the  next  water  and  build  store  houses 
and  a  fort,  and  also  voted  that  all  the  women  should  be 
sent  out  of  the  camp  the  first  opportunity  of  conveyance 
and  not  return  to  it  again. 

Wednesday,  2&^^.  A  fair  day.  Capt.  Ayers  with  one  of 
his  wild  schemes  set  to  work  200  or  300  men  to  dig  a 
trench  round  our  store  house  with  a  design  to  secure  the 
store  house,  but  if  I  was  to  judge  by  the  present  ajjpear- 
auce  of  tilings,  an  ill  constructed  piece  of  fortification. 

Thursday.  21  Aug.  A  rainy  morning  and  fair  after- 
wards in  the  afternoon.  4  Indians  came  that  General 
Johnson  sent  to  Canada  before  he  left  home,  the  news  if 
any  comes  afterwards.  Capt.  Parson  the  head  of  the  scout 
that  went  5  days  ago  came  in  this  day,  but  could  find  no 
road  to  the  broad  way,  which  was  his  business  to  look  out, 
it  being  all  mountainous  so  not  to  be  cast  with  cannon  or 
waggons. 
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Friday,  32.  This  a  fair  day.  A  council  sat  at  3  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon  to  consider  some  things  of  impor- 
tance. 

Saturday,  23.  The  Council  that  sat  yesterday  adjourned 
oyer  to  9  of  the  clock  this  day,  and  voted  to  send  to  the 
several  Governments  for  a  reinforcement,  having"  news 
from  4  Indians  who  came  from  Canada  that  they  had  made 
a  party  miieh  superior  to  our  own.    This  a  fair  hot  day. 

Sahbath  day,  -ZV".    Sent  a  letter  by  Major  Foot  to  my 
son  Seth  at  New  Haven.    Sent  my  7' '  to  my  wife  by  a 
scout  across  to  Fort  Massachusetts,  and  one  to  Major  Haw* 
ley  and  to  Misha  Pomeroy.  A  thunder  shower  today. 
Williams  fore  and  afternoon. 

Monday,  25.  A  fair  day ;  this  day  the  express  went  off 
that  was  to  have  gone  yesterday. 

Tuesday,  26.  Orders  given  to  march  with  about  3000 
men,  and  a  niimber  of  waggons  to  carry  cannon  and  stores. 
We  set  off  about  4  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  6  or  8 
cannon  fired  at  our  departure.  We  proceeded  a  little  above 
the  falls  which  were  about  lour  miles  There  encamped 
with  our  army  under  hemlock  and  bush  shelters. 

Wednesday,  27*''.  A  fair  morning.  We  set  out  with 
our  army  i  au  hour  after  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  went  on 
about  4  or  5  miles  then  stopped,  eat  pieces  of  ham  broken 
bread  and  cheese,  drank  some  fresh  lemon  punch  and  the 
best  of  wine  with  General  Johnson  and  some  of  the  field 
officers,  we  staid  about  an  hour  and  then  marched  on  slow 
for  the  road  was  not  clear,  but  a  large  number  of  hands 
clearing  before  the  army. 

Thursday,  28.  Our  army  encamped  at  a  good  brook 
about  half  way  from  the  carrying  place  to  the  lake ;  a 
small  party  of  Indians  went  oU  to  hunt  a  little  above  last 
nio:ht :  they  killed  and  brought  in  3  deer  ;  they  gave  me  a 
thigh  of  one  on  wliich  I  supped  and  breakfasted  next  morn- 
ing with  a  good  appetite.  Set  out  about  8  of  the  clock 
with  our  army  having  early  sent  about  400  men  to  cut  our 
way ;  about  noon  stopped  and  dined  with  General  Johnson 
by  a  small  brook  under  a  tree ;  eat  a  good  dinner  of  cold 
boiled  and  roast  venison,  drank  good  fresh  lemon  punch 
and  wine,  we  came  to  the  Lake  about  4  of  the  clock. 

Friday,  39^*^.  A  fair  cold  day,  strong  wind  at  north. 
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This  day  clearing  tlie  land  about  our  camp,  our  waggons 
sent  back  for  loading,  some  addition  of  Qen.  Johnson's 
Indians. 

Saturdaj''.  ^^0.  A  fair  (iay.  wind  strong  at  norfh  protty 
cold,  about  noon  tlicrc  came  in  about  180  of  Gen.  .John- 
son's Indians,  we  made  an  interva.il  witii  our  army  that  was 
off  duty— The  Indians  fired  otf  their  gunj^  at  the  entrance 
to  our  camp,  and  with  our  cauuon  wo  tired  two  rounds. 
We  have  now  about  280  Indians  with  us,  they  seem  to  be 
engaged  in  our  interest  bat  time  only  will  prove  their  sin- 
cerity, and  show  whether  they  will  fight  for  us  or  not. 

Sabbath  day,  Aug.  31,  1756,  A  fair  day.  In  the  fore- 
noon Mr.  Williams  preached  a  sermon  to  Indians  by  Inter- 
preters. In  the  afternoon  one  to  the  English  in  the  camp, 
at  5  of  the  clock,  a  Mr.  Newell,  a  young  gentleman  hi  the 
Rhode  Island  Government  a  chaplain  of  Capt.  Babcock's 
preached  a  very  good  sermon  from  Christ's  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  "Love  yonr  Knemies."  At  night  came  the  wag- 
gons loaded  with  stores  and  artillery.  This  day  at  tlie 
carrying  place  4  or  5  men  being  out  togetlier  2  or  3  milva 
fro!u  tiie  fort,  2  of  the  men  together,  one  sitting  on  a  log 
the  others  standing  by  a  tree,  the  Indians  hred  at  those  2 
men  and  killed  one  on  the  spot.  An  Indian  fellow  belong- 
ing to  Connecticut  and  the  other  an  English  man — one  Dib- 
ble was  wounded  and  taken;  the  other  2  or  3  men  made 
their  escape  they  being  a  little  distance. 

Monday,  Sept.  1,  1755.  A  fair  day.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing a  great  uneasiness  tending  to  mutiny  in  our  army.  In 
Capt.  Jones  company  30  or  upwards  marched  off  with  their 
packs  on  their  backs  and  guns  clubbed.  Others  threaten- 
ing to  go,  we  mustered  30  odd  men  and  sent  after  the  runa- 
ways and  tlie}'  l)rought  them  back  about  1  or  2  of  the  clock 
in  ihe  afternoon.  At  niglit  the  army  seemed  more  com- 
X)0sed.  Today  went,  sent  out  a  scout  of  30  English  and  4 
or  5  Indians.  The  Indians  Scout  daily  both  on  the  Lake 
and  ou  the  laud. 

Tuesday,  2"**.  The  scout  is  returned  that  went  yesterday, 
but  made  no  discovery ;  a  number  of  waggons  came  this 
day  loaded  with  stores,  &c.  This  is  a  fair  pleasant  day, 
pretty  hot. 

Wednesday,  3"*,  1755.   A  fair  day.  A  number  of  wag- 
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gons  came  this  day.  MaJ,  Qeu.  L3rmaii  with  his  regiment 
and  Col.  Titcom"b  wifh  part  of  "his  rame  and  ahoiit  10  In- 
dians. The  whole  Tinrabcr  of  ludiaiis  now  here  about 
300.  Today  we  have  tlie  sorrowful  news  of  4  men  dying  at 
the  carrying  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  night^^,  who  were  fho 
first  men  we  have  had  die  there  with  sickness,  and  they  had 
been  there  at  Fort  Nicholson  about  a  month,  but  many  are 
now  sick  at  the  carrying  place. 

Thursday,  4.  Last  night  a  shower  beginning  about  19  of 
the  clock  held  till  the  day,  followed  a  fair  day.  Sent  a  let- 
ter to  my  wife  this  day  which  was  the  S***  and  one  to 
Brother  Deacon  Pomeroy  and  reoeived  one  this  day  from 
Charles  Phelps.  I  am  field  officer  this  day,  the  first  turn  I 
have  had  since  I  came  to  Fort  George,  went  the  grand 
rounds  at  11  of  the  clock  at  night.    Came  back  about  12. 

Friday,  5*'',  1755.  This  a  cohi  day,  something  cloudy; 
sent  out  a  scout  of  about  50  white  and  about  4  or  o  Indians. 
Old  Heudrick  was  one  of  the  India  as.  i  eat  a  dinner  of 
venison  and  squash  this  day  which  seemed  to  taste  like  our 
own  county  food. 

Saturday,  6^.  The  scout  sent  out  yesterday  came  in  to- 
day and  discovered  nothing.  Today  somewhat  cloudy  but 
no  rain.  An  alarm  about  12  of  the  clock  last  night 
throughout  the  whole  army  but  it  proved  a  false  alarm ; 
we  have  an  account  of  8  persons  that  have  died  down  at  the 
carrying  place  this  week,  which  is  double  the  number  that 
have  since  we  came  to  Albany.  They  were  ail  strangers  to 
me. 

Sabbath  day,  7.  A  fair  day  init  .small  showers.  About 
•200  waggons  came  this  day  loaded  chiefly  with  battoes.  I 
attended  public  worship  this  day.  News  at  night  of  a  large 
body  of  men  travelling  south  up  or  near  the  Wood  Creek. 

Monday,  Sept.  8.  Upon  the  account  of  the  large  body  of 
men  that  were  tracked,  the  account  came  in  last  night— we 
this  morning  sent  out  about  1200  men,  near  200  of  them  our 
Indians  went  down  the  road  towards  the  carrying  place  and 
had  got  about  3  miles,  when  they  were  ambushed  and  fired 
upon  by  the  French  and  Indians.  A  number  of  our  men 
who  were  in  the  van  returned  the  fire  and  fought  bravely, 
bnt  many  of  our  men  in  the  I'ear  fled,  the  others  being 
overmatched  were  obliged  to  tight  upon  a  retr^t  and  a 
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very  liaudsome  rctroat  they  made,  by  contiuuing  their  fire 
and  then  reireatiug  a  little,  and  then  rise  and  give  them  a 
brisk  &re  and  so  contiaued  till  they  came  within  about  |  of 
a  mile  from  oar  camp— then  was  the  last  fire  our  men  gave 
onr  enemies,  which  killed  great  numbers  of  them ;  they 
were  seen  to  drop  as  pigeons  that  put  the  enemy  to  a  little 
stop— they  very  soon  drove  on  with  undaunted  courage 
down  to  our  camp,  the  regulars  came  rank  and  file  about  6 
abreast  so  reached  near  20  rods  length  in  close  order ;  the 
Canadians  and  Indians-  took  the  left  wing  helter  skelter 
«l<*wn  along  towards  the  camp  ;  they  had  the  advantage  of 
the  gronnd— passing  over  hollow  and  rising  a  knoll  within 
gun  shot,  then  took  trees  and  logs  and  places  to  hide  them- 
selves^ — we  made  the  best  shift  we  could  for  batt  ;    s  to  get 
behind  l)ut  had  but  few  miuutes  to  do  it  in  :  as  soon  as  they 
all  came  within  shot  of  the  regulars  rank  and  file  they 
came  towards  that  part  of  the  camp,  where  we  had  drawn 
up  3  or  4  field  pieces,  the  others  towards  the  west  part  of 
the  camp,  there  I  placed  myself  and  part  of  Col.  Buggies 
and  of  our  regiment  along  together->the  fire  began  between 
11  and  12  of  the  clock  and  continued  till  near  five  in  the 
afternoon— the  most  violent  fire  perhaps  that  ever  was 
heard  of  in  this  country  in  any  battle.  Then  we  beat  them 
off  the  ground— we  took  the  French  General  wounded,  and 
near  30  of  his  men,  a  considerable  number  dead  on  the 
ground,  and  by  the  account  of  tlie  General  and  others  we 
took^the  greater  part  of  his  officers  killed  and  his  army 
broken  to  pieces— the  number  they  lost  we  have  no  certain 
account  hut  by  what  we  found  and  what  the  prisoners  teli 
us  their  loss  is  not  less  than  4  or  oO()  men. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  9.  This  a  fair  hot  day.  We  are  about 
the  melancholy  work  of  burying  our  dead  that  were  killed 

here  in  the  camp  yesterday ;  their  number  is  and  we 

are  making  some  sort  of  a  fortification  or  battlement  to 
stand  behind  to  fight  in  case  the  enemy  should  attack  us 
again  which  we  daily  expect. 

Wednesday,  10*.  A  fair  day  and  hot.  I  went  out  today 
with  the  command  of  about  400  men  to  bury  the  dead 
bodies  of  those  slain  in  battle  the  8'^  inst.  We  spent  the 
day  in  a  melancholy  piece  of  business  and  put  into  the 
ground  136  bodies  of  men,  we  put  up  and  brought  in  a  great 
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quantity  of  the  French  stores,  gans,  blankets,  hatchets, 
&Cf  of  proTisions  2  or  3  waggon  loads ;  brought  in  at  night 
the  names  of  the  dead.  I  have  not  time  nor  room  to  men- 
tion them  but  my  brother  Lt.  Daniel  Fomeroy  was  one  of 
the  brave,  heroic  number  that  fell  in  that  memorable  battle 
which  will  never  be  forgot.  Sent  an  express  to  Col. 
Hatfield  by  Oapt.  Fellows  who  went  away  from  the  camp 
about  i"?  o'clock  this  day. 

Thursday,  IP^,  1755,  A  number  more  sent  out  .to  pick 
\ip  what  they  could  find  lei'l  on  the  battle  and  found 
the  bodies  of  T  think  about  4  of  our  men.  a  number  of  the 
enemy  that  were  hid  and  burieu  and  a  ^reat  tiuantity  of 
stores  the  enemy  left  in  their  flight. 

Friday,  12**".  Fine  hot  weather  but  a  melancholy  place, 
so  many  of  oar  near  friends  taken  away  and  their  places 
left  vacant.  We  are  more  and  more  convinced  that  our 
enemies  have  met  with  a  great  slaughter  by  picking  up 
their  things  that  in  their  hase  they  ran  off  and  left.  Three 
companies  of  Provincial  forces  being  new  recruits  came  in. 
An  express  was  sent  today  by  Oapt.  "Wyman. 

Saturday,  13**'.  8till  tine  warm  weather  ;  upon  the  ex- 
amination of  the  Greiieral  and  other  prisoners  we  find  out 
their  designs  who  came  witli  the  full  expectation  to  cut  us 
all  uff,  but  to  their  great  surprise  their  well  laid  schemes 
were  turned  upon  their  own  heads. 

Sabbath  day,  U*^,  Sept.  1755.  Mr.  Williams  preached 
both  fore  and  afternoon  and  a  melancholy  time  it  was  to 
find  so  many  of  our  brave  men  missing,  but  when  consid- 
ered how  we  were  delivered  we  might  well  sing  of  mercy 
and  of  judgment.  A  number  of  waggons  came  this  day 
also  22  cattle  sent  by  the  provinces. 

Monday.  Hot  and  showery  ;  a  part  of  the  waggons  went 
down  for  stores  today,  and  the  French  prisoners  that  could 
be  conveyed  on  waggons  carried  off  for  Albany. 

Tuesday,  le***.  Some  waggons  did  not  start  till  this 
morning,  then  they  went  oif,  and  the  French  General  in  a 
horse  litter.  Cold  last  night  but  today  fair  and  pleasant. 
We  have  got  our  whole  camp  fortified  with  some  battle* 
meuts  to  stand  behind  to  fight  with  small  arms — our  cannon 
all  mounted  and  placed  ready  for  firing. 

Wednesday,  17*",  1755.   Today  it  was  ordered  that  Lt.- 
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Col.  Gill^ert  act  as  Ool.  in  tlie  late  Col.  Ephraim  Williams 
regiment,  and  Capt.  Gadfire  act  as  Major  in  the  same  regi< 
ment.  Today  a  very  cold  rain— the  soldiers  are  very  mnch 
pinched,  having  lost  their  clothes  in  the  late  battle. 

Thursday,  IS^**,  Sept.  A  fair  day.  Sent  Seargent  Bard- 
well  with  3  other  men,  with  letters  to  Col.  Williams,  Hat- 
field, a  number  of  waggons  came  this  day  to  bring  stores 
of  which  we  were  most  out. 

Friday,  19.  A  fair  day.  A  considerable  number  of  sol- 
diere  in  our  regiment  set  out  for  liome,  being  in  an  ill  state 
of  health  and  some  wounded,  so  unfit  for  serv  ice  hero.  Tlie 
waggons  that  went  yesterday  came  back  today. 

Saturday,  Sept.  'ZO,  Fair  and  pleasant.  Sam'l  Clarke 
from  Northampton  with  letters  from  my  friends  at  home, 
one  from  my  wife,  which  I  received  with  joy  though  it 
found  me  in  an  ill  state  of  health  *by  reason  of  a  severe 
cold  which  is  now  common  in  the  camp. 

Sabbath  day,  21.  Cloudy  and  some  rain,  we  had  preach- 
ing in  the  forenoon,  in  the  afternoon  none  by  reason  of  the 
rain  ;  the  main  body  of  tlie  Tn(iians  went  off  a  few  days 
after  the  battle  of  the  8"'  inst.  with  a  quantity  of  plun- 
der tliey  had  picked  up  after  the  fight,  being  much  more 
forward  for  that  than  to  light.  They  carried  of¥  no  doubt 
many  of  our  goods,  and  things  left  by  our  people  in  the 
battle  and  not  suftered  themselves  to  be  searched  before 
they  went  off.  Today  4  went  away  which  I  think  is  the 
last  and  if  they  had  never  come  among  us  it  had  been  much 
better  for  us  I  think  if  they  had  never  joined  us. 

Monday,  22"^.  Moderate  weather  for  the  season,  but 
showery.  I  have  been  and  still  am  in  an  ill  state  by  reason 
of  a  great  cold  but  not  confined  and  able  to  walk  about. 
Becruits  and  stores  are  daily  Joining  us. 

Tuesday,  23,  1755.  Very  ill  with  a  bad  cold.  Lcwt  night 
and  today  cloudy  and  misty,  not  much  rain.  A  great  num- 
ber of  waggons  and  2  or  8  companies  came  in  today.  "We 
had  news  at  night  by  a  scout  we  sent  out  of  an  army  of 
men  siipposed  to  be  designed  for  this  camp  or  Fort  Ed- 
ward, at  the  gi-eat  carrying  place. 

Wednesday,  2i.  A  fair  day.  Col.  Ruggles  with  his  reg- 
imeut  moved  down  to  Fort  Edward  to  take  the  command 
there.   Tonight  came  in  Capt.  Rogers  with  2  men  who 
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wuiit  with  liim  10  days  ago  to  view  Crown  Poiut ;  they 
were  within  fair  sight  of  Crovn  Point  for  2  days  and  saw 
the  eminence  upon  the  west  side  where  the  EVench  were  at 
work  making  trenches  ronnd  where  we  intended  to  bnild 
some  works.  At  7  of  the  clock  at  night  Oapt.  Hawley  died 
of  the  wound  he  received  in  tlie  memorable  battle  Sept.  8. 
Bleazar  Harmon  and  Elijah  King  went  away  this  day. 
Sent  a  letter  to  my  wife  and  one  to  Seth. 

Thnr^flay.  25'^^  Sept.  This  morning  T  got  a  coffin  made 
for  Capt.  iiawloy  and  at  11  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon 
attended  his  fnneral.  appointed  fonr  bearers,  viz  :  Capt, 
House.  Capt.  Burt,  Capt.  Doolittle  and  Capt.  Burk.  Mr. 
Williams  made  a  prayer,  the  funeral  was  attended  witli 
decency  and  order.  Waggons  stores  new  recruits  &c 
flocking  in  upon  us.   Showery  day. 

Friday,  26**'.  Received  a  letter  fropi  Col.  Israel  Wil- 
liams, dated  Sept.  Major  Samuel  dark  went  o£E  today  a 
little  after  noon.  Sent  letters  to  GoL  Williams  and  one  to 
Major  Hawley.  Some  showers  today.  A  number  of  wag- 
gons came  in. 

Saturday,  97.  Last  night  a  very  cold  night  and  a  white 
frost  this  morning  but  a  pleasant  day.  A  council  of  war 
sat  today  to  consider  of  thing's  of  importance  and  not  l)eing 
able  to  finish  adjourned  to  some  t'utuie  time,  the  day  not 
mentioned.  Oapt.  Bogers  with  3  others  went  off  this  even- 
ing to  Ticonderoga. 

Sabbath  day,  28.  A  cold  night  last  night.  Many  people 
were  poorly  by  reason  of  colds  which  are  very  much 
brought  upon  them  by  i*eaRou  of  the  cold  and  their  suffer- 
ings from  want  of  clothing,  having  lost  their  blankets  and 
some  of  their  clothes  in  the  battle  of  the  8**'  Inst.  Mr. 
AVilliams  preached  today  forenoon  and  afternoon,  in  the 
afternoon  exercise  Elisha  Pomeroy  came  to  our  camp. 

Monday,  ".2!)"'.  A  scout  of  '^0  nvon  Vicing  out  t^day  found 
an  Indian  about  4  miles  off  au<l  his  thigh  broken  and 
biwght  him  ui  at  night,  he  was  examined ;  he  was  one  of 
the  Penobscot  Tribe,  the  2'"*  man  in  that  tribe  who  was  at 
the  treaty  last  summer  at  the  Eastward  country.  The  fel- 
low had  his  thigh  broken  in  the  battle  of  the  8*'  Sept.  and 
had  lived  ever  since  in  the  woods,  though  it  is  pretty  Ger> 
tain  he  had  some  company  within  that  time  which  was  21 
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days  and  we  understood  by  hiin  that  there  were  a  number 
to  come  the  next  day  to  carry  him  olf . 

Tuesday,  30,  1755.  A  windy  cloudy  day,  some  sliowers. 
Cayi.  Rogers  with  4  men  who  went  up  the  lake  last  Satur- 
day night  in  order  to  view  Tioonderoga  returned.  They 
took  a  good  view  of  that  place  and  found  in  their  judg- 
ments to  be  as  many  if  not  more  encamped  there  than  we 
have  in  this  place  and  they  were  building  a  fort.  They  saw 
a  battoe  with  ten  men  in  it  put  off  and  come  up  the  Lake ; 
they  hastened  back  and  placed  themselves  in  a  narrow 
place  on  a  point  of  land  to  wait  their  return  ;  the  battoe 
then  went  up  to  an  island,  the  men  landed  and  stayed  a 
little  while  and  then  came  back  and  coming  by  Oapt.  Rog- 
ers and  his  4  men  within  gim  shot  they  fired  U])on  the  hM<- 
toe  with  9  Indians  and  one  Frenelinian  in  it,  and  killed  2 
at  the  first  shot  and  so  tliey  continued  firing  till  they  had 
shot  four  or  five  times  apiece,  and  killed  or  so  disabled  six 
of  them,  that  they  were  not  able  to  paddle  the  hattoe  and 
only  four  could  work — they  put  in  their  canoe  and  jumped 
intro  it  pursued  them  till  they  had  almost  caught  up  to 
them,  and  came  so  near  the  French  army  that  they  sent  out 
a  number  of  their  battoes  after  them,  so  our  people  were 
obliged  to  turn  and  make  the  best  of  their  way  off,  but 
they  all  arrived  safe  without  any  harm  from  the  enemy, 
and  a  bold  adventure  it  was. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  1.  This  a  fair  day ;  began  today  to 
build  a  fort  for  cannon  and  one  quarter  of  our  army  was 
appointed  to  work  at  it.  A  man  went  out  a  little  beyond 
the  fort,  lit  on  a  Frenchman  deserted  from  the  mniy  at 
Ticonderoga  and  gave  an  account  of  400  men  at  that  place 
which  seems  to  contradict  Capt.  Rogers  account,  but  Capt. 
Rogers  was  there  or  3  days  after,  who  gave  an  account  of 
an  army  not  less  than  our  army  which  must  have  come 
there  after  the  Frenchman  had  left  that  place,  so  that  it  is 
likely  they  went  and  brought  cannon  for  Rogers  saw  a  bat- 
tery there  with  cannon  planted ;  the  deserter  i>aid  there 
was  none  when  he  came  away  so^^it  is  proveable  they  both 
spoke  true. 

Thursday,  Oct.  1755.  A  fair  pleasant  warm  day.  Be- 
tween 6  and  600  men  at  .\  rk  at  the  fort.  Ensign  Joseph 
Sheldon  with  8  of  Oapt.  Hitchcock's  company  came  today 
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that  liad  LetiD  down  at  the  Flats  all  the  time.  About  14 
sick  whan  they  left. 

Friday,  3.  A  warm  pleasant  day.  Two  men  buried  to- 
day who  belonged  to  Col.  Titcomb's  regiment.  There  are 
many  now  in  camp  who  are  sick.  Gen.  Johnpon  is  much 
amiss  with  a  violent  pain  in  his  head. 

Saturday,  4**^.  A  pleasant  morning  but  the  sky  soon  cov- 
ered with  clouds  and  cold  N.  wind,  some  rain.  Mr.  Wil-> 
Hams  went  down  to  Fort  Head  in  the  afternoon.  Col.  Gil- 
bert went  with  him  and  so  fled  to  the  horns  of  the  altar, 
and  left  his  flag  here  standing,  which  he  set  so  much  by 
and  one  night  some  person  took  it  away,  and  set  it  up 
where  it  ought  to  be  at  Col.  Wilb'aras'  tent.  Gilbert  in  the 
morning  brought  it  back  and  said  he  had  rather  they  had 
taken  his  head  off. 

Sabbath  day,  S**"  Oct.  This  a  cloudy  day.  Mr.  Emer- 
son, chaplain  for  the  New  Hampshire  regiment  preached 
and  prayed  with  us  that  night  and  Monday  morning  to  very 
good  acceptance.  Sergeant  BardweU  came  today  and 
brought  some  good  tidings  from  the  County  of  Hampshire. 

Monday,  6*''.  A  fair  weather  day.  Our  fort  goes  on 
well.  Col.  Blanchard,  Col.  Willard,  Mr.  Emerson  and  the 
whole  of  that  regiment  (except  Capt.  Symes  and  Capt. 
Rogers  who  are  to  stay  here  at  the  fort  all  the  winter  with 
each  of  them  a  company  of  voluntef  rs-  that  they  think  they 
can  raise  for  that  purpose)  are  gone  iiumo. 

Tuesday,  7*'^.  A  fair  day.  Major  Hore  came  tonight 
from  Boston  his  Hag  much  lowered  from  what  it  was  when 
he  went  away,  wholly  losing  his  journey  and  his  raised 
exi>ectation8  of  so  many  commissions  for  field  officers  in 
Col.  Bugglee  regiment  being  all  disappointed.  The  famous 
insulting  Col.  Gllbard  who  so  much  lotted  upon  a  commis-> 
sion  over  the  late  CoL  Williams  regiment,  though  to  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  whole  regiment,  one  night  some  per- 
son  moved  tlie  flag  from  before  his  door,  and  set  it  up  at 
the  late  Col.  Williams  tent  where  it  ought  to  stand.  Gil- 
bard  in  the  morning  was  SO  enraged  at  it  that  lie  sent  a  file 
of  men  to  fetch  it  and  set  it  up  before  his  own  door  threat- 
ened many,  but  i^ould  get  uo  proof,  declared  tliat  he  had 
rather  they  had  taken  off  his  head,  and  now  \w  is  obliged 
to  go  off  and  leave  house  and  flag ;  the  house  he  had  built^ 
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the  Hag  tkat  his  honor  so  much  depended  upon  to  his 
shame. 

Wednesday,  8^^^  October.  An  unhappy  accident  occuiTed 
today ;  a  gun  fired  off  shot  a  man  in  the  thigh  so  that  it  is 
thought  he  would  die.  About  4  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon a  very  hard  tli under  storm  arose.  Some  of  our  peo- 
ple on  the  lakes  with  battoes  came  near  being  cast  away  but 
did  recover.  A  tree  was  struck  with  lightning  which  stood 
within  a  rod  or  two  of  three  tents,  "but  nobody  was  htirt. 
One  tree  blew  down  upon  one  shelter  and  liked  to  have 
killed  2  or  3  men  but  all  escaped  with  their  lives,  hut  re- 
ceived some  wounds  hut  none  mortal.  Wonderful  interpo- 
sitions of  Divine  Providence  are  daily  passing  before  my 
eyes  in  the  deliverance  from  sudden  death  by  accident. 
Surely  we  carry  our  lives  in  our  hands.  * 

Thursday,  9^*^,  1755.  A  fair  day.  A  number  of  waggons 
and  some  of  the  Oonneoticut  troops,  Col.  Chaucer  and  Col. 
Dyer  came  today.  At  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  a 
Council  of  War  sat  to  consider  of  sundry  articles;  viz, 
whether  we  should  go  to  take  posseFssion  of  Ticonderoga,  OP 
inarch  lor  Crown  Point  immediately  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive, the  reasons:  1.  Wo  wanted  l)(>th  provisions  and 
men.  2.  Whether  we  should  take  otT  any  of  the  men  from 
building  the  fort  to  work  at  the  great  boat — answered  no- 
there  not  being  tools  enough  for  both  purposes,  so  deter- 
mined the  work  at  the  fort  must  not  be  stopped.  I  hear 
today  that  Maj.  Foot  who  went  from  hence  about  a  fort- 
night ago,  came  to  Albany,  was  taken  sick,  but  having  a 
great  desire  to  get  home,  an  opportunity  presented  to  go  on 
board  a  vessel  down  the  river,  getting  out  of  a  hot  bed- 
got  a  relapse  and  was  carried  back  to  the  house  from 
whence  he  came,  and  died  last  Sabbath  day.  A  good  hon- 
est gentleman,  his  death  is  itiueh  lamented.  Instances  of 
the  frailty  of  human  nature  are  constantly  passing  before 
my  eyes. 

Friday,  10^".  Today  moved  into  the  house  that  the  fa- 
mous Col.  Gilbard  built  when  he  reigned.  Find  it  very 
convenient,  having  got  rid  of  Coh  Gilbard's  tyranny,  in- 
vited all  the  commission  officers  in  my  regiment  in  the 
evening  to  drink  with  me  and  it  appeared  to  be  a  time  of 
universal  satisfaction  with  the  officers  but  I  am  still  in  an 
ill  state  of  health  by  reason  of  a  cold. 
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Saturday,  11,  1755.  A  very  cold  <]ay,  snow  blasts,  etc., 
the  ))Oor  soldiers  sutTored  very  mucli  with  the  cold  for  want 
of  blaukets  and  clothes  tliat  they  lost  in  the  battle.  Capt. 
Kogers  came  in  who  went  4  days  ago  to  view  Ticonderoga, 
found  them  building  about  two  miles  this  side  of  the  carry- 
ing place,  the  number  appeared  to  be  about  a  thousand 
men— thera  is  a  considerable  number  of  our  men  sick. 
Voted  in  the  council  today  that  all  persons  judged  by  the 
Doctor  not  fit  for  service  now,  nor  are  like  to  be  this  fall, 
by  a  certificate  from  the  Doctor  are  to  be  dismissed. 

Sabbath  d nr.  1'^*'^.  A  rainy  day.  Voted  in  Oonncil  to- 
day that  tlie  Fort  sliould  be  parried  forward  as  fa.'^t  a.s  pos- 
sible. Voteil  to  send  to  the  several  troveriimeiits  tlu'  true 
state  oi'  our  ai  my  as  to  store.  j)rovisiuns,  men  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  up  stores  at  this  time  and  wait  their 
orders. 

Monday,  13*^.  A  scout  went  out  today  of  about  60  men, 
about  three  miles  off  at  sunset.  Capt.  Simes  head  of  a 
scout  set  out  his  guards.   One  of  the  sentry  about  30  rods 

off  not  being  well  on  his  guard,  a  small  party  of  Indians 
fired  upon  him  and  killed  him  dead  on  the  spot,  and  not 
the  first  man  that  died  like  a  fool. 

Tuesday,  the  14''*  Oct.  Last  night  a  very  rainy  night 
and  bad  for  the  g-iiards  and  new  comers,  which  T  hear  are 

six  companies.    Our  men  crowd  in  faster  than  ■  — —  ? 

Agreed  in  council  today  to  march  hack  tliose  that  were  in 
the  road  above  Albany  leaving  six  hLindred  at  Fort  Ed- 
ward there  to  stay  till  further  orders,  only  such  as  were 
wanted  for  guards  for  the  provisions,  etc.,  and  the}  to  be 
of  the  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  troops. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  15.  Raw,  cold  misty,  cloudy  and  snow 
upon  the  high  hills.  I  still  remain  poorly  yesterday  and 
to-day  kept  my  house  except  yesterday  I  just  went  a  little 
while  to  Council  this  day.  Capt.  Bogers  went  last  night 
with  a  small  scout  to  see  if  by  any  means  he  could  find 
some  of  the  enemy.  I  hear  that  yesterday  five  Frenchmen 
were  taken  near  Fort  Edward  by  our  guard  wdio  were  with 
the  waggoner-s.  I  have  not  yet  heard  a  particular  account 
of  the  circuuis  Lances  nor  their  account,  but  it  is  supposed 
they  were  deserters.  My  cold  seems  to  be  wearing  off,  but 
fever  follows. 
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Thursday,  IH.  A  fair  pleasant  day  ;  took  a  sweat  last 
night  and  the  night  before,  but  my  fever  prevails.  Keep 
my  houpe  and  do  not  go  out  on  any  Inisiness.  Capt.  Buck- 
ingham came  up  fi'om  Milford  wiUi  some  of  his  men  to 
guard  the  stores  yesterday  and  returned  back  to  Albany 
today.  Capt.  Buckiiigham  brought  me  up  a  bag  of  pota- 
toes and  cabbages  that  cousin  Elisha  Pomeioy  being  then 
at  Alb£uiy  got  and  sent  up  which  came  in  good  time  though 
I  have  very  little  appetite. 

Friday,  17'".  Bainy  night  and  part  of  the  day,  but  it 
cleared  off  pleasant.  I  still  remain  weak  and  low.  As  to 
news  I  am  obliged  to  keep  house  so  can  give  but  little 
account. 

Saturday,  18.  I  still  remain  very  ill.  Cannot  do  much 
iDusiness ;  one  third  of  my  regiment  work  at  the  Fort  every 

day. 

Sabbatli  day.  1  I  mox-ed  to  ilie  General  for  liberty  to 
go  home  my  sickness  prevailed  upon  uu:'  so  fasL.  i  obtained 
it.  At  the  same  time  Maj.  Gen.  Lyman's  horse  that  had 
got  away  from  him  and  was  lost,  came  to  my  house  and 
stood  there.  1  ordered  him  to  bo  caught  and  taken  to  the 
General's.  I  wrote  to  him  desiring  liberty  to  ride  him 
down ;  this  was  quite  providential  for  without  that  horse  I 
don't  know  how  I  cotild  have  come,  and  if  I  had  stayed  one 
day  longer  I  suppose  I  should  not  have  come.  The  Gleneral 
gave  liberty  but  said  I  must  go  the  next  day  for  he  could 
not  keep  his  horse 

Monday,  30.  This  a  fair  day,  set  out  this  morning. 
Titus  Pomeroy  with  me  but  I  was  very  sick ;  arrived  at 
Fort  Edward  at  night  lodged  there  and  was  very  sick  all 
night. 

Tuesday,  21".  A  faii-  day  set  out  on  my  way  home, 
arrived  at  Saratoga  at  night  and  very  sick  all  night. 

Wednesday,  32.  Not  able  to  ride,  jB:ot  a  Dutch  bin  to  lay 
in  with  some  straw  in  it,  carried  it  into  a  battoe  and  the 
soldiers  rowed  me  down  to  Stillwater  and  then  I  got  a 
Dutchman  acquainted  with  the  falls  to  steer  down  and  got 
to  the  Half  Moon,  half  an  hour  after  7  o'clock  and  was 
very  sick  all  night.   Drank  some  milk  and  water. 
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An  account  of  the  charges  of  my  soldiers  at  the  several 
taverns  they  called  at  upon  the  road  down  to  Boston,  viz  : 

Saltmarshes  ^  men  charged     .      .      .  7.3.8 

At  Bald  en's  34  men  each  a  meal  of  victuals  4.6 
At  jMalbnry,  Daniel  Ward*s,  Bd  men  supper 

and  breakfast   10.3.9 

I  paid  eight  shillings  of  the  above  sum. 

At  Staines  83  men  suppers        .   '   .       .  4.3.6 

To  35  BreakfiisLfe        .       .      .       .       .  4.7.6 

To  lodging  and  liquor  ....  2.5.4 
To  1  horse  hay  and  oats    ....  4.2 


So  copied  32.8.9 

Thursday,  Oct.  23.  This  morning  I  drank  some  tea 
boiled  in  a  teakettle  without  a  teapot  and  then  my  soldiers 
led  me  down  to  the  water,  got  into  the  battoe— covered  my- 
self well  up  in  my  bin  or  Dutch  straw  bonk  as  they  call  it ; 
they  brought  me  down  to  the  Flats  to  Col.  Schuyler's  be- 
tween  10  and  11  of  the  clock  and  then  very  sick,  and  there 
I  lay  very  bad  for  about  ten  days,  and  part  of  the  time  but 
very  little  hopes  of  my  life,  but  after  that  I  seemed  to 
mend  some.  After  a  few  days  grew  better  very  fast  and 
recovered  so  much  strength  that  on  Monday  the  I?"'  No- 
member  days  after  I  came  there  I  set  out  for  liome 

—  camo  to  the  city  dined  at  Mr.  Sanders — in  the  afternoon 
came  over  the  river,  and  travelled  about  five  miles  and 
lodged  at  one  Jacob  Launson's.  About  4  of  the  clock  in 
the  morning  a  very  still  night,  bright  moon  shone  it  being 
near  full  there  was  a  hard  shock  of  earthquake ;  the  next 
day. 

Tuesday,  the  18*^,*  we  traveled  to  Einderhook,  lodged  at 
one  Burent  Van  Buren,  had  5  in  company  with  myself ; 
my  wife,  my  son  Seth,  Jonathan  Kingsley  and  Ebenezer 

Strong ;  we  set  [out]  next  morning  wliifb  was  Wednesday, 
X9th.  Arrived  about  4  of  the  clock  at  Aaron  Sheldon's  at 
Sheffield,  lodged  there  that  night. 

Thursday,  20"'.  Ret  out  for  Glasco.  Arrived  there  about 
5  of  the  clock,  lodged  at  Henstone's. 

Friday,  21.    Every  day  fair  and  good  weather  since  we 

1  Soma  mUtake  in  the  orilRinal  about  date. 
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set  out.  hut  tliis  morning  clondy.  wo  «^ot  out  between  ?  and 
8  ol  the  cluck  for  fear  of  i-ain.  CJame  to  Clapp's  at  West- 
field  about  10  of  the  clock,  there  eat  bieakfast  and  about  11 
of  the  clock  set  oat  for  Korthampton.  Game  to  my  own 
hoTise  about  2  of  the  clock  afternoon.  All  good  weather 
since  we  set  out  which  was  a  great  favor,  especially  for  me 
when  just  recovered  from  sore  sickness. 

I  left  Albany  June  17,  1755,  and  left  at  my  lodgings,  in 
Jacob  Clement's  Indian  interpreter  a  small  trunk.  I  think 
about  4  or  5  fine  shirts  and  necks  some  caps  2  or  3  white 
haiidkeri'hiefs  a  little  basr  of  gold  in  the  trunk,  tlie  num- 
ber of  pieces  or  of  pounds  I  can't  tell  for  I  did  not  count 
tlioni  ;  when  I  came  away  I  l(»t  ray  best  clothes,  coat, 
Jacket,  and  britches,  m\  best  wig*,  best  hat,  books,  and  sad- 
dle bags.  1  dont  think  of  anything  else  there.  But  at 
Ool.  Taylor's  at  the  flats  I  left  2  fine  shirts,  2  necks  and  I 
think  2  caps.  Thiu  gs  lost  at  Clements  are  in  a  closet  locked 
up ;  the  key  I  brought  with  me  it  is  now  in  a  littie  trunk 
locked  in  my  port  mantle. 

June  16.  Maj.  Gen.  Lyman,  Dr. 

To  making  a  gun,  £4.0.0.  To  mending  three  locks,  48.  8d. 

An  account  of  the  goods  and  chattels  taken  after  the  bat- 
tle Sept.  8,  1756,  in  the  late  Ool.  William's  regiment. 

Lake  Gteorge,  Sept.  12,  1755. 
An  account  of  what  plunder,  g^ns  ^  six  blimkets  from 
blankets,  coats  Sec.  Col.  Williams  V  the  enemy,  3  coats. 
Company  Oapt.  Buck  hath  got,  viz:  j  3  jackets. 

Ool.  Pomeroy's  company,  viz : 
I  myself  have  got  one  gun 
one  pistol,  one  hatchet,  one 
bayonet,  one  in  our  company 
belonging  to  our  regiment  No.  94 
3  French  gnns,  a  blanket 
belonging;  to  the  Province  in  the 
hands  of  Joseph  Owen,  a  belt 
of  wampum  in  the  liands  of 
Ensign  Bixby  also  an  English 
gun  marked  I  D. 

Major  Ashley's  comf>any  now  Lt.  Callender  commander  : 
one  French  gun,  a  pair  plush  breeches,  one  pair  siraked 


one  gun  suppose 
to  belong  to  our 
army. 

2  Gun  looks 

5  Hatchets 

2  hro'ken  English 

gnuis  ii  coat 

English  and 

Knapsack. 
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ditto — linen — one  pair  trowsers,  one  French  axe  one  gun 
marked  T.  E.  24^  small  bags. 

Capt.  Hoose,  8  French  guns,  one  English  gun  marked  A. 
T.  E.  a  pair  of  English  shoes,  2  Knives  3  hatchets  1  Bear- 
skin. 

Capt.  Porter's  Company:  one  gun  marked  S.  S.  one 
French  gun,  one  blanket  E.  T.  a  large  bullet  pouch  and 
strap,  one  shirt  one  jacket,  ten  bags  one  pair  linen  breeches, 
1  Hatchet  £.  E. 

Capt.  Hitphcock  hath  ,^ot  pair  leather  hrccehc;?,  pair 
l)rr>\\'ii  stocking-s,  one  hatchet  E.  O.  one  jacket  a  red  one 
and  blue,  one  pair  breeches,  linen. 

Capt.  Ingersoirs  company  :  one  pros  iuce  blanket  mark 
S.  H.  3  French  blankets,  11  bags,  1  bottle. 

Capt.  Burt  hath  a  French  gun,  a  blue  great  coat  a 
blanket  marked  B.  R.  3  shirts,  2  bags,  1  cutlass. 

Capt.  Doolittle's  company :  4  hatchets,  2  blankets,  1  Ket- 
tle, 1  French  gun. 

Capt.  Hawle/s  Company :  coat  quaker  and  breeches,  In- 
dian stockings,  a  Kettle,  an  old  hat  and  jacket,  one  seal- 
skin XnapBa  1:  n  a  loe  pan,  an  Indian  root  bag,  a  French 
coat,  3  i>air  Indian  shoes,  4  bags,  2  guns,  both  French 
guns  one  gun  barrel,  one  old  blanket,  ^  jackets,  one  hat. 
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FOURTH  FBBNCH  AND  INDIAN  WAR. 

The  "Bloody Morn-   N'ews  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  up 
lug  Sooat."  Wood  Creek  was  received  on  Rnnday.  Sept. 

9^.  Col.  Fomeroy  reports  officially  to  CoL 

Israel  Williams :  — 

We  suposixig  they  intend  to  Cut  off  oar  wagooa,  or  ataok  y*  Fcxt 
at  y  Oarrying  Place  but  wanted  better  Informatioa.  Sent  Monday 
morning  about  1200  Jilen  near  200  of  tbem  Indians  oommanded  by  Col*. 

Williams  Col«.  Wbiting  &  Col".  Cole  of  Rhode  Island.  Whiting  In  y 

Middle  Cole  bronghl-  np  y"  rear  old  Hendrick  Ki-nsr  of  y«  Six  nations  be- 
fore with  Col'.  Williams  the  Indians,  Some  afore,  some  in  y*  middle  & 
Some  in  y*  rear  &  so  Intermixed  Through/' 

Dieskan  pursued  tlie  old,  well  tried  and  too  often  suc- 
cessful game  of  ambuscade,  into  which  the  colonial  com- 
mander marched  with  the  stei*eotyped  alacrity  character- 
istic of  the  military  movements  of  that  campaign.  The 
French  general  drew  up  his  forces  so  as  to  form  a  "  cul  de 
sac,**  in  wliich  he  placed  the  French  regulars  at  the  bottom, 
and  the  Canadians  and  Indians  on  opposite  sides.  Conse- 
quently after  marcMng  al)out  three  miles  without  throwing 
out  seonts  or  flankers,  *' between  10  &  11  of  y*^  cloek,'*  the 
detachment  of  colonial  troops  suddenly  found  itself  iu  the 
midst  of  a  deadly  fire.  ^  Consternation  seized  both  officers 
and  men,  and  the  rear  ranks,  panic-stricken,  fled  to  the 
camp.  But  the  main  body,  as  Pomeroy  testilies,  made  a 
'*yery  handsome  retreat,"  though  the  commander,  Col. 
Bphraim  Williams,  was  killed  early  in  the  fight.  A  hasty 
attempt  was  made  to  form  a  breastwork  to  protect  tlie 

1  Dteikau  ordetad  the  OanadlaDs  MSd  Indtftm  aat  to  lira  till  th«  Ngulans  b^gao 
the  bsttle,  but  aome  of  the  Uttflr,  Metng  Mohavks  in  the  nuilcs  of  the  MlT»Dolnx 
mrmj,  flred  a  gnn  to  wun  them.  This  broofbt  on  tbe  eetlon  before  OoL  Willieine* 
dotaobmout  had  tetrlj  entered  tbe  trap  set  for  It,  and  undoubtedty  aaved  it  from 

aADlbilatioa. 
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canip.  which  the  artillery  was  stationed.  Dieskaii, 

though  sorely  wounded,  ordered  an  attack  upon  the  camp, 
but  the  Indians  refused  to  expose  themselves  to  tlie  artillery 
tire,  and  the  French,  repulsed  in  their  attempt  to  carry  the 
breastwork,  retreated,  leaving  tlieir  commander-in-cliief 
upon  the  field.  Both  sides  fought  with  desperation^  and 
the  "bloody  morning  scout,"  a  name  applied  to  the  move> 
ment  of  Col.  Williams,  soon  developed  into  the  sanguinary 
"  battle  of  Lake  George." 

Bzptoit  of  capts  Col.  Blanchard,  in  command  at  Fort  Ed- 
MoGtonisaiidFui-  ward  on  the  morning  of  the  same  day, 
learning?  that  several  baggage  wagon?  had 
been  plundered,  sent  out  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  men 
under  Capts.  McGinnis  and  Fulsome.  Hearing  the  firing 
at  the  camp,  they  pressed  forward  and  came  upon  a  large 
party  of  Dieskau's  troops,  who  had  fallen  back  after  their 
repulse  and  had  halted  for  rest  and  refreshment.  This 
party  they  immediately  attacked  and  put  to  flight,  cap- 
turing a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  baggage.  Oapt^ 
McGinnis,  who  belonged  to  the  New  Tork  quota,  was  mor- 
tally wounded. 

Col.  Pomeroy  Do-  Col.  PoiTicrny  Writing  home  Bnys  of  the 
serlbea the B»iue.  charge  Upon  the  camp:  *'Tho  regulars 
kept  their  order  till  they  came  within 
iihout  20  rods,  then  made  a  regular  fire  by  platoons  ;  the 
regulars  and  Indians  behind  trees  within  about  12  or  14 
rods,  and  perhaps  the  haOstones  from  heaven  have  not  been 
much  thicker  than  their  bullets  came.*'  in  Ms  official  re- 
port  he  thus  characterizes  the  engagement :  "  Such  a  Bat- 
tle it  is  Judged  by  all  I  have  heard  was  never  known  In 
America.''  On  this  bloody  field  the  Hampshire  regiment, 
in  which  were  many  solders  from  Northampton,  bore  a 
conspicuous  part.  Its  commander  reports  in  the  official 
document  already  quoted,  that  "they  being  foremost,  for  a 
considerable  time  f stood]  the  fire  of  there  whole  army  till 
they  ware  lik'd  to  be  surrounded  which  obliged  'em  to  re- 
treat." Again  in  a  letter  to  his  wife  he  alludes  to  the 
bravery  of  his  own  regiment; — 

**  OfficezB  in  aar  regiment  they  being  totemoet  and  their  men  had  the 
botteek  fire,  so  more  of  onr  regbnent  are  dead  yon  will  find  than  any 
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other.  Their  names  wlio  died  in  battle  are  Col.  Ephraim  Williams,^ 
Maj.  Koah  Ashley,  Capt.  Moses  Porter,  Capt.  Jonathan  IngersoU,  Capt. 
Elieha  Hawley  is  yet  alive  but  no  hopes  of  his  life,  Lieut.  Daniel  Pom- 
eroy,  Ensign  Ronben  Wait,  Ensign  John  Stratton."  Further  partirn- 
lars  concerriin^  the  killed  are  fonnd  in  his  official  report :  —  "  Col*.  Wil- 
liams was  shot  Dead  in  a  Moment  &  before  he  had  Time  to  Fire  his 
Gnn  Oapt.  Hawley  Shot  I  fear  Mortal  before  he  bad  time  to  fire  his 
gun  ;  My  Brother  Lient.  Pomeroy,  I  baye  had  an  aoct  his  being  well 
till  the  army  retreated  &  ask'd  '  wlm*-  ?  r».re  they  going  to  rnn  ; '  '  Yes ' 
It  jia  said  '  weU'  said  he  '  1  wiU  give  em  one  more  Shot  beCore  1  run,' 
any  farther  I  bant  beard,  since  I  have  beard  be  is  ded  &  scalpt.*'  Ot 
himself  Pomeroy  says  nothing  in  bis  letters  to  Ms  wif^  till  ten  days 
after  the  battle,  and  then  only  in  answer  to  her  afTecliouate  solicitations 
and  inqniries.  On  the  18'".  he  tells  of  his  narrow  escape  from  death  : — 
am  alive  and  in  a  tolerable  state  of  health,  uiy  mind  calm  and 
steady  and  in  the  midst  of  danger  and  the  bullets  continnaUy  flying 
near  me  in  the  time  of  battle,  and  one  prevented  from  Mlling  me  rigbt- 
ont  by  it.s  catting  of  a  small  limb  when  it  j^ot  abont  a  foot  of  my  body 
80  much  lost  its  force  that  only  bruised  me  and  fell  down  at  my  feet.** 

The  French  Com-  Baroii  Dieskau,  live  liiiies  wounded,  was 
Bwnder  Wounded  taken  prisoner  by  Col,  Pomeroy,  and  sent 
•ad  Captured.      ^  Q[en.  JohnBOn,  who  was  him- 

self wounded,  leaving  the  command  to  his  subordinate. 
Gen.  Lyman.  Gen.  Dieskan  never  recovered  from  his 
wouikU,  though  he  survived  the  battle  seven  years.  When 
Col.  Pomeroy  went  out  upon  the  field  after  the  retreat  of 
tbe  enomy.  Tie  came  upon  the  disahled  Frencli  comtnander. 
and  he  hasheen  charged  with  firing  U[)on  the  wounded  man 
as  he  lay  helpless  on  the  ground.  But  the  Baion  refutes 
the  charge  in  an  aeeonnt  of  the  fight,  wherein  he  states 
that  his  last  wound  was  given  him  by  a  Frewch  Canadian 
deserter.  He  was  robbed  of  his  watch  and  other  valuables 
before  Pomeroy  found  him.  Tradition  asserts  that  it  was 
through  the  exertions  of  Col.  Pomeroy  that  the  watch  was 
recovered  and  returned  to  its  owner,  who  afterwards  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Northampton  colonel.  This  cherished  relic 
is  said  to  be  still  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants. 

1  Col.  Ephraim  WnHams  was  the  founder  of  WUKams  Collegi?.  ITe  Tiad  t!e<--  nnrb 
•etvioe  during  the  colonial  wars,  and  Mraa  a  luau  of  iuUuuuee  and  ability.  He  bad  a 
pnaentimeat  while  in  Albany  when  about  to  start  on  this-expedition,  Ikat  be  ■hould 
not  snrriTe  the  OMupalgn,  ftnd  mede  iiia  will,  tearing  liii  property  tor  tbe  eapport 
«Qd  melntenanoe  of  «  "  Free  Softool  ^  in  «  town  we«t  of  Fort  Ma«««obTi«ettB,  to  be 
named  WilHamstown.  Tbii*  school  htm  since  developed  into  WilliamB  Collffrf'.  His 
«ueer  U  lull;  sketched  in  Prof.  Ferry's  "  Origins  of  Willlsmstown,"  to  wbicli  tbe 
entbor  of  thefee  volnmee  is  indebted  for  mneh  velnable  tnCormntioii. 
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Col.  Poneroy  Tiie  two  vacancies  in  tJie  roster  of  the 
8ap«roMi«d.  HaTTipshire  Regiment,  caused  "by  the  deaths 
of  Col.  Williams  and  Major  Asliloy.  were 
promptly  filled  by  Gen.  Johnson,  lie  designated  Lieut. - 
Col.  Thomas  Gilbert  of  Col.  Buggies'  regiment^  as  acting 
Colonel  and  "Capt.  (Jadfir©**  (according  to  Pomeroy's 
Jonmal),  as  Major.  These  appointments  were  very  unsat- 
isfactory to  the  rank  and  file,  as  well  as  to  the  officers  to 
whom  the  promotions  by  right  belonged.  To  Lieut. -Col. 
Pomeroy,  who  richly  deserved  promotion  for  his  gallant 
service  daring  the  campaign,  this  placing  of  an  officer  from 
another  reisriment  over  him  must  have  been  especially  gall- 
incf.  Very  slight  allusion  to  this  matter  appears  in  the 
correspondence  of  Col.  Ponier-oy.  hut  the  mention  made  of 
it  in  his  journal  indicates  his  own  feeling  a«  well  as  the 
sentiment  which  prevailed  in  the  regiment.  An  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  was  made  to  induce  the  Governor  to  confirm 
these  appointments,  and  at  least  one  officer  from  the  army 
went  to  Boston  on  that  errand.  Though  Pomeroy  himself 
found  plenty  of  other  topics  with  which  to  enliven  his 
home  correspondence,  his  wife  seems  to  have  been  well  m- 
formed  upon  the  subject.  In  a  letter  to  her  husband,  dated 
September  33"*,  she  writes  :  — 

"  The  introdndiig  another  officer  from  anotiier  regiment  seem^  xmi- 

versally  resented  here."  Again  on  the  2fi*'',  she  thns  allndes  to  the  diffi- 
culty:— **Oapt.  Lyman  is  not  like  to  get  up  bo  soon  as  was  expected 
on  aoconnt  of  some  difflonlties  at  tlie  camp*  particular^  with  regard 
to  a  chief  colonel  in  your  regiment.  •  •  •  it  grieves  me  mnch  that 

tlif-re  ahonld  he  any  diflBculty  abont  the  dis^poHitinn  nf  that  commission, 
as  it  must  be  a  damage  to  the  caxisc  in  general  ijy  making  (as  wo  bear) 
great  uneasiness  among  the  soldiers  of  your  regiment,  but  especially  as 
it  should  60  nearly  oonoem  yon.'*  Once  more  she  writes : — **  I  presome 
yon  are  willing  **  Bight '*  flhonld  take  place.  Yon  kindly  and  £  snpfHMte 
pmrpoedy  omit  writing  of  any  of  these  difflcnltiea.'* 

"  Bight "  did  at  last  prevail,  and  about  the  7*^  of  October 
Lieut. -Col.  Pomeroy  received  his  commission  as  commander 
of  the  regiment.   At  the  same  time  Dr.  Thomas  Williams, 

surg:eoTi,  and  brother  of  Col.  Fipbraim,  was  <?ommis<?ioned 
as  Lieut. -Colonel,  and  Capt.  Jamos  House,  a,s  Major. 
About  a  month  after  the  fight,  on  the  10*^  of  October,  Col. 
Pomeroy  moved  into  the  quarters  occupied  by  "the  famous 
Ool.  Gil  bard  wiieu  he  reigued." 
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Bei.iforooraonts  from    Recmitiiig  to  roiiif  oFce  i\  '  >  iTmy  had  been 
Northampton.  progress  duTing'  the  campaign,  and  a 

company  of  sixty  mcTi  fi-om  Northamp- 
ton and  Southampton  was  ready  to  start  on  the  14*".  "At 
midnight"  of  t}ie  13--,  writes  Mrs.  Pomeroy  to  her  hus- 
band, a  cry  came  at  our  door,  with  the  joyfiil  news  of 
victory,  thongh  stained  with  blood,"  and  the  company 
**  stopped  upon  hearing  of  yoTir  victory,  and  went  imme- 
diately to  follow  the  directions  of  the  coart  in  raising  2000 
men,  which  I  hope  will  be  with  you  ere  long."  This  was 
nndonbtedly  the  company  of  Capt.  William  Lyman, 
already  mentioned.  It  was  in  service  from  September  15** 
to  December  10*'',  and  was  pr  ^  T>ly  sent  to  the  front  at 
once,  though  the  captain  did  not  apparently  join  it  till 
sometime  afterwards. 


othrn-  Noitharnptou  Tn  this  gaiiguinary  engagement,  in  which 
Uea  Kiiiod  aod  from  sixty  to  seventy  soldiers  from  this 
town  participated,  five  of  tliem  were  killed 
and  several  wounded.  Among  the  killed,  in  addition  to 
tiiose  named  liy  Col.  Poineroy,  were  Kliakim  Wright  and 
Ebenezer  Kingsley,  and  among  the  wounded  were  Einathan 
Phelps  and  Eenfi^d,  all  privates  in  Capt.  Hawley's  com- 
pany. Daniel  Pomeroy,  lieutenant  under  Capt.  Hawley, 
was  a  brother  of  Col.  Seth.  **  He  was  shot  through  the 
temple,  leaped  up  several  feet  and  fell  dead."  It  is  related 
of  him  that  when  about  to  join  the  army  he  consulted  with 
his  brother.  The  conversation  occurred  in  a  field  where 
Col.  Seth  was  at  work.  The  latter  endeavored  to  dissuade 
his  brother  from  enlisting,  but  Daniel  had  already  made  up 
his  mind,  and  closed  the  conversation  by  saying,  "I  must 
go  and  must  he  killed." 

C..1.  Pumeroy  Pros-  About  the  middle  of  October  Col.  Pom- 
trated  by  sickness,  erov  was  taken  sick,  and  on  the  lO^*"-  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence.  At  Albany  he 
was  prostrated  for  about  ten  days,  and  at  times  there  was 
very  little  hope  of  his  recovery.  His  wife  and  son  were 
summoned  to  his  bedside,  and  he  did  not  reach  home  till 
the  21**  of  Kovember. 
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opprations  Stw-      No  fuFther  moveiiient  was  made  towards 
ponded.  the  rtMluction  of  Crown  Point.    Fort  Wil- 

liam Henry  was  erpcted  at  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  Lake  George,  which  together  with.  Fort  Edward 
was  properly  garrisoned.  The  rest  of  the  army  was  with- 
drawn. 

No  outraeds  In    Thongb  the  Indians  did  not  appear  in  ttiis 
HBmpabiK  ooiwty.    town  during  the  year,  there  was  constant 

anxiety  throughout  the  county.  The  ope- 
rations accainst  Crown  Point  concentrated  the  attention  of 
both  l<  T  i  iic)!  and  Indians,  and  very  little  was  seen  of  tlie 
latter  elsew  here.  In  the  diary  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Judd  are 
constant  allusions  to  the  state  of  affairs.  Volunteer!?  were 
mustered  in  Southampton  in  May,  and  in  July  the  pastor 
read  from  the  pulpit  a  letter  from  M^or  Hawley,  "which 
gave  an  account  of  Indians  out ;  read  it  after  exercise  in 
public." 

FNnoh  Hmttnis.    The  expedition  to  Nova  Scotia  under  John 

Winslow,  great  grandson  of  Edward  Wins- 
low,  started  in  May,  speedily  reduc-ed  the  French  forts,  and 
obtained  entire  possession  of  the  country.  Two  battalions 
were  recniited  in  Massachusetts,  but  no  soldiers  were  en- 
listed from  Hampshire  County,  though  Col.  Israel  Wil- 
liams received  orders  to  draw  three  hundred  fifty  men  from 
his  regiment  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  any  emergency. 
Incidentally  only  is  this  movement  of  local  interest.  In 
the  deportation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Acadia^  which  fol- 
lowed, one  family  was  assigned  to  Northampton,  Silvean 

1  When  Nova  Sec!  iu  ceded  to  the  EiiRlisb,  the  Freucb  inbabUauts  ri^funed  U) 
take  tbe  o&th  of  allegiauoe  to  th»  British  crown  auless  tbey  eliould  be  exempted 
fn>m  bMurlng  tfUM  •gainat  th«lr  eonntryinm ;  h»oo«  tli«r  w«ret«nied  **Freiidi  Nttu- 

t-nH  Oen.  Winslow  fonnd  numbers  of  them  in  thr-  mnks  of  the  eoemv.  and  their 
iuaut-ace  li&U  beea  everywhere  opposed  to  tlie  EnKUtiu  government.  Coa^equeutly 
it  was  detennloe4  Ut  remoye  and  distribute  the  entire  population  of  Aeadia  throaxh- 
oat  tht  Haglteh  fioloniM.  Tbey  wera  to  Iw  •oppoctad  bj  the  aoraral  town*  to  whloh 
thoy  w«i»  wmt,  Huxmhf  rodnelag  •  vtrtuods,  Mlf •rapportlnir,  Indmtriom  CktboUo  peo* 
pie  to  absohite  pauperism.  Tboy  were  transplanted  Into  communities  in  which  their 
laogaasQ  was  not  understood,  and  which  hated  Frenchmen,  loathed  pauper*,  and  bit- 
terly detMted  CatlKdlas,  On  this  shuiefni  trMsaetloa  wm  fo«od«d  I<ongfello«^» 
Immortal  poem,  "  EvaT?;'f!ln'\"  well  as  Whlttlnr's  vigorous  but  shorter  lyrle, 
"Marguerite."  Two  thuusanU  Acadlaua  were  brought  to  MasMachusottH  and  distrlb- 
nted  Amonit  tiM  towm.  la  Hampshire  Coanty  usually  but  on^  fam  i,.  wa  .  quartered 
on  •  towD.  Thoy  wore  OMod  for  by  tbe  aoroml  mnatolpaUitea  far  a»  tlwir  oteeuia< 
itaaeM  reqaltod,  and  woM  oreiy  vtaora  troBted  with  Undnoo*. 
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Dupuis  as  written  >)y  hiraself ,  hut  inscribed  on  the  town 
books  as  "Sylvine  Dnpee/"  was  tlie  name.  The  family 
was  composed  of  nine  persons  :  tlio  niau,  wife  and  seven 
children.  He  was  employed  by  different  people,  who  paid 
him  in  clothing  and  provisions.  From  the  town  he  re> 
ceived  48.  per  week  and  the  nse  of  a  honse.  These  pay- 
ments seem  to  have  continued  from  1760  to  1765,  after 
which  date  no  further  record  concerning  him  has  been 
found.  > 

Oov.  shiripy  piftna  Having  been  appointed  commander-in-chief 
Buotbercwn-  on  the  <lf-nfh  of  Gen.  Braddock.  Gov.  Shir- 
ley— betore  his  failure  in  the  Niagara  expe- 
dition was  knuwn  in  England — planned,  in  connection  with 
the  colonial  Governors,  a  campaign  for  the  following  year 
so  comprehensive  as  to  be  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  colo- 
nies to  undertake.  It  involved  the  employment  of  up- 
wards of  twenty  thousand  men  upon  the  same  lines  as  that 
of  the  previous  year.  But  Massachusetts  refused  to  do 
more  than  enlist  three  thousand  five  hundred  men  for 
another  movement  against  Crown  Point,  and  Qen.  Wins* 
low  was  recalled  from  Nova  Scotia  to  take  the  command. 

War  Doolarod  and 

May,  1756,  Kngland  formally  declared 
New  commandera  war  against  France,  and  the  Earl  of  Lon- 
Appolnted.  ^^^^^^  appointed  commander-in-chief  in 

America.  Gov.  Bhirley  was  superceded  in  June  b}-  Col. 
Webb,  who  was  to  serve  till  either  the  newly  appointed 
commander-in-chief  or  Oen.  Abercrombie  arrived.  Some 
time  elapsed  before  Loudon  left  England,  and  the  command 
devolved  on  Gen.  Abercrombie.  He  did  nothing,  however, 
but  await  the  arrival  of  his  superior  officer,  who  did  not 
reach  headquarters  at  Albany  till  the  last  of  July. 

The  Fronrh  Cap-    In  the  meantime  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm 
ture  Oswego.  \y(^en  invested  with  the  command  of  the 

French  forces.  He  le<i  an  army  of  five 
thousand  men  in  Angnst  against  Oswego,  which  was  garri- 
soned by  fourteen  hundred  soldiers  under  Col.  Mercer. 
The  death  of  the  commander,  together  with  the  exhaustion 

I  Hadley  appropciated  £8  in  1708,  to  remove  tb»  French  Neutrals  to  Canada,  and 
the  Notihamptoii  family  may  have  gone  tbexe  ptOTlotiB  to  tliat  date. 
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of  ammunition,  brought  a  speedy  surrender  of  the  post. 

This  disaster  spemed  to  paralyze  the  movements  of  the 
English  general,  and  nothing  was  iieeomplishod  during  the 
year.  Lord  London  countermanded  the  expedition  against 
Crown  }*oint.  and  (Jen.  Winslow's  army  was  disbanded, 
except  such  soidiei*s  as  were  required  to  garrison  the  fron- 
tier forts,  which  were  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
John  Hawks.  The  fourteen  forts  and  stockades  extending 
from  Stockbridge  to  Greenfield  were  garrisoned  by  one 
hundred  sixty-two  men,  many  of  whom  were  citizens  of 
the  valley  towns. 

Position  oc  Affatn.  Thc  history  of  events  in  1756  was  hut  a  rep- 
etition of  that  of  the  preceding  years  of 
anxiety,  toil  and  hardship  for  the  settlers  of  this  section. 
In  all  the  towns  the  eulisimeni  or  impressment  of  men  for 
service  in  the  various  expeditions  was  vigorously  enforced. 
The  same  arduous  struggle  for  a  bare  subsistence  contin- 
ued, and  the  farmers  on  the  hills  or  in  the  valleys  of  West- 
ern Massachusetts  were  still  compelled  to  labor  under  the 
guardianship  of  soldiers,  snatching  their  scanty  crops  from 
a  reluctant  soil  almost  beneath  the  very  guns  of  their  sav- 
age foes.  The  most  exacting  as  well  as  the  most  dangerous 
duty  of  the  troops  was  that  of  scouting.  Men  were  scarce, 
the  territory  to  be  covered  extensive,  and  it  is  hardly  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  stealthy  foe  should  come  suddenly 
upon  detached  and  careless  squads  of  men,  dealing  out  to 
them  death  or  captivity. 

c&ftuaiU(»  During    In  the  mouths  of  June,  July  and  August, 
the  Y6M.  the  Indians  were  active,  and  made  numer- 

ous incursions  into  Western  Massachusetts. 
At  Winchester,  N.  H.,  Josiah  Foster  and  family  were  cap- 
tured early  in  June;  within  a  few  days  two  men  were 
killed  within  half  a  mile  of  Fort  Massachusetts;  not  long 
after  Lieut.  Moses  Wilhird  was  killed,  and  his  son  wounded 
at  Charlestown.  In  July,  Sergt.  William  Chidoster  and 
his  son  James,  were  killed  at  West  Hooj^ack,  and  Capt. 
Elisha  Chapin  was  captured  and  soon  after  slain.  In 
August,  two  men  were  fired  upon  near  Northfield,  but  they 
escaped.   Within  a  few  days  an  attack  was  made  upon  five 
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men.  in  the  northerly  part  of  Greenfield ;  one  was  kiUedi 
and  two  escaped.  During  the  same  month,  Lieut.  Grant 
and  thirteen  men  were  surprised  on  Hoosack  rirer  some 
miles  below  Fort  Massachusetts,  eight  were  killed  and  the 
rest  made  prisoners.  No  casualties  are  noted  in  any  of  the 
valley  towns,  but  several  of  them  were  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  death  of  some  of  their  prominent  citizens. 

Stow  TrognM  o«    The  campaign  of  the  following  year  was 

the  War.  even  less  snccessfnl  than  that  of  its  prede- 

cessor. The  incompetency  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief was  equalled  only  by  that  of  some  of  his 
8nl)ordiTiates,  and  the  enemy  were  still  victorious.  Lord 
Loudon  attempted  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  but  the  expe- 
dition returned  without  making  a  demonstration  upon  the 
city.  Thomas  Pownal,  appointed  to  succeed  Gov.  Shirley, 
assumed  office  in  August.  In  March,  a  body  of  fifteen 
hundred  French  and  Indians  commanded  by  M.  de  Rigaud 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  brother  of  the  Governor  of  Canada, 
and  M.  de  Longeuil,  had  attacked  Fort  William  Henry, 
erected  1  J-^ir  William  Johnson,  at  the  lower  end  of  Lake 
G^rge.  The  garrison,  command  el  hy  Major  Eyers,  refused 
to  surrender,  and  gallantly  defended  the  fort.  Five  times 
the  enemy  attempted  to  carry  the  works  hy  assault  with- 
out sureess.  After  burning  the  vessels  of  the  Eii^dish,  and 
all  the  buildings  outside  of  the  fortifications,  tlie  assailants 
abandoned  the  enter])rise.  and  returned  to  Canada.  The 
for  i  was  immediately  reinforced,  and  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  George  Monroe. 

The  Fort  im  Finally  Determined  to  dismantle  this  important 
oaptund.  fortification,  which  was  a  standing  menace 

against  all  their  attempts  to  invade  the 
colonies  by  way  of  the  Lakes,  another  and  more  successful 
demonstration  was  made  upon  it  during  the  summer. 
While  Lord  Loudon  was  conducting  the  expedition  against 
Louisburg,  Montcalm,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  command 
in  Canada,  early  in  the  month  of  August,  suddenly  pro- 
jected a  force  of  between  five  and  six  thousand  men  upon 
Fort  William  Henry,  called  Fort  George  by  the  French. 

Gen.  Webb,  who  had  been  left  in  command  with  a  force  of 
It 
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five  thousand  men,  was  at  Fort  Edward,  distant  about 
twenty  miles.  He  took  uo  measures  for  the  defense  or  re- 
lief of  ihe  place,  but  sent  a  dispatch  to  the  commaiidant, 
exaggerating  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  advised  him 
to  surrender.  Gd.  Monroe,  however,  refused  to  deliver  up 
the  fort  and  defended  it  with  great  vigor  from  the  3*^  to  the 
9*''  of  August,  when  his  ammunition  having  been  exhausted, 
and  one  half  his  guns  disabled,  he  capitulated.  The  terms 
of  surrender  were  most  honorable ;  the  soldiers  were  to 
marcTi  out  with  the  honors  of  war  under  parole  not  to  serve- 
for  eighteen  mouths.  Scarcely  had  the  garrison  begun  the- 
march  towards  Fort  Edward  under  tlie  protection  of  a. 
guard,  than  the  Indians,  who  had  obtained  great  quantities 
of  liquor,  fell  upon  the  unarmed  prisoners,  and  a  cruel 
massacre  followed.  A  feeble  attempt  was  made  by  the- 
French  officers  to  save  the  captives,  but  without  avail.  A 
few  escaped  by  flight,  and  others  sought  protection  in  the 
camp  of  the  French. 

NorttaMnpton  Sol-   Great  constemation  prevailed  when  news 

Aiers  among  the    of  tjjjg  dissster  rcached  the  settlements.  In 

Captives.  av  ♦  js_  i  x 

the  garrison  were  men  from  almost  every 
town  in  Hampshire  County,  and  none  tnew  how  many,  if 
any,  had  escaped  the  terrible  butchery.  A  number  of 
Northampton  soldiers  were  there  and  for  a  time  it  was 
feared  that  all  ot"  them  had  perished.  SevPT-al  of  them 
yvere  among' the  captives,  but  fortuuiilHly  lujuc  were  killed, 
lu  Capt.  Johu  Burks  company  from  Northiield  were  Joel 
Olapp,  Nathaniel  Day  Jr.,  Nathaniel  P.  Hay  ward,  and 
Samuel  Phelps  from  Northampton,  who  were  captured. 
John  Birge  Jr.,  and  Rufus  Brown,  also  from  this  town, 
were  members  of  the  same  company,  but  they  were  not  in 
the  capitulation. 

Great  Alarm  tbrottgh-    The  capture  of   Fort  William  Henry- 
out  tbe  ProTiDoe.     opened  the  way  for  an  advance  into  New 

York  and  Massachusetts,  and  it  caused  an 
alarm  almost  reaching  a  panic  throughout  the  province. 
Gov.  Pownal  appointed  Sir  William  Pepperell  lieutenant- 
general  of  all  the  forces  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts, 
and  ordered  him  to  Springfield  to  collect  and  forward  re- 
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inforcements  fnid  supplies  for  Gen.  Wel)L.  One  foiirtli  of 
the  soldiers  from  all  the  regiments  iu  the  prr^viTTrp,  pxoept 
those  of  York,  Naiitm-ket  and  Dukes,  were  ordered  to 
Spriugiield.  Twenty  thousand  men  responded  to  this  call, 
and  they  were  marched  hurriedl}'  towards  the  seat  of  war 
as  fast  as  they  could  be  organized. 

Patriotism  oc  tho    Tlus  great  and  threatening  danger  roused 
p«opi«.  the  patriotism  of  the  inhabitants  through- 

out the  length  and  breadth  of  Massachu- 
setts. So  eager  were  the  soldiers  to  hasten  to  the  relief  of 
their  comrades,  that  when  the  first  intelligence  of  the  in- 
vasion, accompanied  by  a  call  for  reinforcements,  was  re- 
ceived, they  marched  at  once  towards  the  scene  of  action 
without  waiting  for  orders.^ 

Beinforcemeots  seat  Col.  Israel  Williams,  who  was  succeeded  by 
Qttiokij  ForwaWL  Coj,  Qliver  Partridge  of  Hatfield,  took 
command  of  the  northern  Hampshire  Beg- 
iment  in  active  service.  When  Gen.  Webb  received  infor- 
mation of  the  approach  of  Montcalm,  he  sent  for  rein- 
forcements, and  on  the  B***  of  August,  Gov.  Powna)  ordered 
Cols.  Williams  and  Worthington  of  Hampshire,  and  Col. 
Buggies  of  Worcester,  to  raise  men  and  send  them  to 
Albany.  They  acted  promptly,  and  soldiers  were  on  the 
way  to  the  seat  of  war  within  four  days.  Oen.  Pepperell 
was  ordtn-ed  to  Springtield  on  the  8"' ;  two  days  afterwards 
lie  luni  orders  to  forward  every  available  man  and  he  at 
once  moved  the  regiments  of  Williams,  Worthington  and 
Ruggles.  On  the  IS^*",  he  writes  to  Capt.  Christie,  aide  to 
Gen.  Webb,  in  substance  as  follows  :  — 

When  I  came  here,  I  found  that  Col.  Worthington,  Col.  Williams  and 
Col.  Buggies  Regiments  were  all  inarched  forward  to  rdieve  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry,  some  of  them  even  before  the  Governor  ootild  get  orders 
to  them  to  march,  "such  was  the  readiness  of  this  people  to  go  to  the 
asastance  of  the  distaresaed,  that  this  part  of  the  ProTince  seems 
almost  evacnated,  and  the  frontier  thereof  in  tibe  north  in  a  most 
dangerons  situation,  the  whole  militia  within  40  or  60  miles  heing 
drawn  off.  *  »  »  They  went  off  on  a  sudden  with  great  freedom  in 
great  numbers  and  thro'  great  difBcnlties  of  their  private  affairs." 

1  When  th«  «aei»y  iavested  Fort  WiiUam  Heocy,  Qeo.  Webb  ftent  argent  re<i«i««t» 
to  HaaMohuaetti  and  Nev  York  for  reloforoem^Bta.  It  was  In  wB«ver  to  tliia~ap> 

peal  that  many  soldiers  marched  to  hl» relief  without  orders  from  beadquarteri,  Mid 
betor^  the  capture  ot  the  fort  wa4  fcoown.— Geo,  Popperell's  Report. 


HlflTOBY  OF  NOBTHAUFTON. 


ivm. 


Apparently  (Jen,  Pepperell  was  not  aware  that  on  the 
e***,  only  three  flays  after  the  investment  of  the  fort,  Gov. 
Fuwiiiii  had  ordered  the  commanders  of  the  regiments 
above  named  to  forward  troops  to  Albany  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble. It*iB  probable  that  the  men  whom  he  reports  as  hav- 
ing already  gone  forward,  marched  promptly  under  that 
order. 

The  kms.  Colonels  Ools.  WiUiams  and  Boggles  reached  Kin- 

Store  town  BTew  ^^""^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  forces  on  the  13**,  and 
York.        *^  s^Jit  a  dispatch  to  Lieut. -Grov.  DeLancey  of 

New  York  to  ascertain  the  position  of  af- 
fairs. On  the  following,'  day  he  replied  that  Gen.  Wehb 
had  rejjorted  that  the  Indians  and  Canadians  were  to  go  ofl: 
from  Fort  William  Henry  that  day,  and  snggested  that 
they  join  Gen.  "Webb,  and  aid  him  in  driving  the  French 
from  that  fort.  Williams  and  Ruggles  in  their  answer, 
dated  the  13**,  said  that  they  were  ordered  to  aid  the  forces 
of  Gen,  Webb,  attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  not  to  join  in 
expeditions  that  might  be  projected  at  some  future  time ; 
they  did  not  think  it  consistent  with  their  orders  to  proceed 
to  Fort  Bdward,  that  place  not  being  attacked,  nor  in 
danger  of  assault.  Besides  **  we  have  learnt  that  a  large 
body  of  the  enemy  have  turned  eastward  to  attack  our  own 
frontiers  ;  our  duty  is  to  march  to  their  relief." 

Accordingly  these  regi-monts  began  their  retrograde 
march  at  once,  and  were  at  Sheffield  on  the  15"^'.  On  the 
same  day  Gen.  Pepperell  wrote  to  Gov.  Pownal  that  no 
more  ti-oops  need  be  sent  to  Fort  Edward,  as  the  danger 
would  be  from  Indians  on  the  frontier.  Though  the  com- 
manders of  th^  regiments  fell  back,  apparently  with- 
out orders,  their  movement  was  acquiesced  in  by  their  8n> 
periors,  and  seems  to  have  been  the  proper  course  to 
pursue. 

* 

A  Mecuiiie  of  Bap-   Gov.  Pownal  took  measures  for  the  estab- 
piies  formed  at   Hshmcnt  of  a  magazine  of  supplies  at 
sprittgaeid.         Springfield,  and  ordered  Gten.  Pepperell, 
in  case  the  enemy  approached  the  frontiers  in  force,  to  dis- 
mantle all  wagons  west  of  Connecticut  river  by  striking  off 
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their  wheels,  ^  to  drive  away  all  the  horses,  and  to  destroy 
all  tlip  supplies  that  couhi  not  be  removed.  But  there  was 
no  danger  of  further  invasion.  Montcalm,  deserted  by  his 
Indian  allies  after  the  massacre,  contented  himself  with 
destroying  the  fort,  first  securing  a  large  amount  of  stores 
collected  there.  In  a  short  time  he  fell  back  upon  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Crown  Point,  and  in  a  few  weeks  was  again  in 
Canada  with  a  portion  of  his  army.  The  panic  subsided 
and  the  militia  were  dismissed. 

PateiotiRD  In  HMnp.  News  of  the  invasion  by  Montcalm  and  the 
shife  Goonty.       danger  that  threatened  Fort  William 

Henry,  stirred  the  patriotism  of  Hamp- 
shire County  to  such  a  degree  that  in  a  short  time  the 
country  was  almost  entirely  denuded  of  militia.  Every 
one  pressed  forward,  eager  to  reinforce  the  army  and  ])re- 
vent  the  further  advance  of  tlie  foe.  Between  six  hnndred 
and  seven  hundrod  men  responded  to  the  call  for  reinforce- 
ments from  the  county,  and  most  of  them  were  on  the 
march  before  intelligence  of  the  capitulation  and  mas* 
sacre  had  been  received.  Some  of  them  went  only  to 
Springfield,  some  to  Westfield,  some  to  Sheffield,  and  some 
to  Kinderhook,  while  a  few  went  to  Fort  EMward. 

Service  of  some  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Day  of  Springfield,  with  a  ' 
HMnp»iiir«  company  of  over  ninety  men,  was  absent 
GomiMDiM.  about  eleven  days  and  inarched  fi-oni  fifty 
to  seventy  miles,  Capt.  Stephen  Wright  of  Southampton, 
with  his  company  of  thirty-four  men,  went  to  Kinderhook. 
They  marched  in  all  one  hundred  fifty-eight  miles,  and 
were  absent  eleven  days.  Capt.  James  Merrick  of  Brim- 
field  had  about  forty  men  under  him,  who  marched  about 
one  hundred  seventy-two  miles,  and  were  gone  from  eight- 
een to  twenty«five  days.  Capt.  Samuel  Smith  of  South 
Hadley  had  upwards  of  sixty  men  in  his  company ;  they 
marched  one  hundred  eighty  miles  in  thirteen  days.  Capt. 
Bobert  Lothridge  of  Pelbam,  with  about  thirty  men,  in 
fourteen  days  marched  two  hundred  miles.  Capt.  Nathan- 
iel Dwight  of  Belchertown,  with  nearly  forty  men,  covered 

1  By  this  order  fs  intpnrlpd  all  thf>  ■wa^ona  employed  by  the  militeiry  ;  ■wagons  were 
not  thea  in  aucb  general  iiae  atiioug  the  people  as  to  warrant  6ucb  an  indiautitninate 
order. 
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one  hundred  ninety-five  miles  in  thirteen  days.  Lieut. 
Martin  Dewey  of  Westfield  led  his  company  of  over  thirty 
men  about  one  hundred  eighty  miles  in  thirteen  days. 
Capt.  Ezra  Clap  of  Westfield  bad  between  forty  and  fifty 
men,  wbo  were  absent  fourteen  days,  and  marched  nearly 
two  hundred  miles.  Capt.  Moses  Marsh,  of  Hadley,  with 
forty-four  men,  was  on  the  march  for  fourteen  days. 
Oapt.  Jolin  Follows  of  Sheffield,  with  about  thirty  men, 
went  to  Fort  Edward,  marching  two  hundred  four  miles. 
Major  John  Ashley  led  another  company  of  more  than  sev- 
enty ni*>n  from  SheflRcld  to  Fort  Edward,  where  they  re- 
mained eight  or  nino  days.  Capt.  Jacob  Cummins  of  Ware 
River,  with  thirty-seven  men,  went  to  Kinderhook ;  they 
saw  fifteen  days"  service  and  marched  two  hnndred  miles. 
Lieut.  David  Black  of  Blanford  was  eighteen  days  on  the 
march,  and  Capt.  Joseph  Warner  of  Hardwick  went  to 
Kinderhook.  The  officers  of  Col.  Israel  Williams'  regi- 
ment, who  marched  to  relieve  the  fort,  were :  Col.  Israel 
Williams  and  Major  Elijah  Williams,  both  of  Deerfield, 
Major  Joseph  Hawley '  of  Northampton,  Chaplain  Timothy 
Woodbridge  of  Hatfield,  and  Adj.  EHsha  Pomeroy,  Col. 
Cad'.  Seth  Pomeroy,  Ens.  Cad'.  Noah  Strong,  and  Ens. 
CadS  Elisha  Strong,  all  of  Northampton.  Lieut  Joseph 
Billings,  with  eighteen  privates  marched  to  the  relief  of 
ITorf  William  Henry. 

Destiiof  LoEdHow*.  With  a  change  in  the  British  ministry,  by 
C«Vtare  of  Fort  which  AViiUam  Pitt  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  new  life  and  energy  was  infused 
into  the  war.  Lord  Loudon  gave  place  to  Qen.  Abercrom- 
bie,  and  three  expeditions  were  planned  for  the  year  1758. 
The  first  under  Qen.  Jeffrey  Amherst  and  James  Wolfe, 
succeeded  in  capturing  Louisburg ;  the  second,  commanded 
by  Gen.  Abercrombie  and  Lord  Howe,  was  repulsed  in  an 

1  While  on  thiH  march  Major  Hawloy  addressed  tbe  foUowlilg  letter  to  hla  wito, 
wliiflh  i«  copied  from  the  orlgioAl  ia  the  Leaos  Libtmrjr,  N.  T. :  — 

Sheffleld,  ThuMdaf .  Aug.  1757. 

"My  Dear  Child. 

"  I  mn  w&ll  here— came  here  last  night— have  something  of  the  diffloalty 
I  ueed  to  have  in  hot  weather  by  riding.  We  tue  prooeeding  as  fast  a*  we  well  oaa 
towards  Ft  Edwatd.  Vwde  BUI},  Co.  and  BUabaaze  well.  My  duty  moat  atneerely  to 
Motlwr.  Lore  to  Mosee  and  Haonah. 

am  your  talthtal  and  alltottonata  HiisbaDd  ai  looic  as  God  shall  gl  via  na  life. 

Josef>h  Hawley.'* 
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assault  upon  Fort  Ticonderoga,  and  Lord  Howe  was  slain  ; 
while  tiie  third  under  Gen.  Jose])h  Forhes  and  Col.  Geor^t?e 
Washington,  overran  the  Ohio  valley  and  eaj)tared  Fort 
du  Quesue.  But  there  was  a  gleam  of  sunshine  for  Aber- 
•crombie.  An  exx)editioii  against  Fort  Frontenac  (Kingston) 
on  the  north  side  of  Lake  Ontario  was  entrusted  to  Col 
Bradstreet  of  Massachusetts.  With  three  thousand  troops, 
mostly  militia,  he  speedily  took  possession  of  the  place. 
Many  pieces  of  artillery,  several  armed  vessels,  and  great 
•quantities  of  supplies  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors. 
This  yras  a  valuable  acquisition,  and  its  possession  was  of 
TTiaterial  significance  in  the  campaign  of  the  following  year. 
Massachusetts  raised  seven  hundred  men  for  this  campaign, 
most  of  whom  were  under  Gen.  Abercrombie,  who  lost  in 
his  luisLu  cessfiil  attack  on  Ticonderoga  nearly  two  thou- 
sand soldiers*. 

The  Hampthtr*  Ck>l.  William  Williams  of  Deerfield  com- 
Begiinent.  maudcd  a  regiment  in  Gten.  Abercrombie's 
army.  In  it  Capt.  Elisha  Pomeroy  of  North- 
ampton had  a  company  of  about  one  hundred  men,  up- 
wards  of  forty  of  whom  were  from  this  town ;  twenty- 
«even  from  Hadley ;  eight  from  Sonthampton  ;  fonr  from 
Sonth  Hadley ;  eight  from  Westtield  ;  and  eight  from 
other  towns  in  the  county.  They  were  in  the  service  from 
April  fourteenth  to  December  fifth  on  the  northern  fron- 
tier. Capt.  John  Burk  of  Failtown  commanded  till  June, 
Capt,  Catlin  of  Deerfield,  from  June  to  September,  and 
Capt.  Burk  again  till  the  end  of  November. 

-me  indiaae  get  In  Indian  depredations  commenced  early  in 
Bome  WQrk,        March,  but  much  less  damage  resulted  from 
them  than  visual.   Casualties  occurred  at 

Colraln,  and  at  Hinsdale,  N.  H.  Several  honses  were 
burned  and  many  cattle  slaughtered.  Fewer  raids  than 
usual  were  chronicled  for  this  year,  and  none  of  them  came 
within  the  present  limits  of  Hampshire  County. 

•Gen.  Amherst  Soc  Ou  Ms  retum  from  the  successful  ezpedi- 
eeede  oen.  Abei^  tiott  agaiust  LouisbuTg,  Gcu.  Amherst  was 
etom  .  made  commander-in-chief  in  place  of  Qen. 

Abercrombie,  but  the  season  was  too  far  advanced  for 
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faithor  operations,  and  lie  went  into  winter  quarters  at 
Albany* 

Tbe  CftmpiagB  against  Tlie  objectlve  point  of  the  campaign  of 

1769  was  the  conquest  of  Canada.  An 
elaborate  plan  of  operations  was  adopted^ 
by  which  it  was  proposed  to  concentrate  three  English 
armies  against  Montreal  and  Quebec.  One  under  Wolfe 
was  to  pass  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  second  under  Am- 
herst was  to  move  by  way  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Pointy  while  the  third  was  to  reduce  Niagara,  cross  Lake 
Ontario,  and  descend  npon  Montreal.  Massachusetts  put 
seven  hnndred  men  in  the  field,  and  all  the  other  colonies 
made  sitrenuous  efforts  to  increase  the  army.  Full  fifty 
thouscLiid  men  were  tiuipioyed  in  this  campaign,  of  which 
tlie  colonies  furnished  one  half.  The  seizure  of  Canana 
was  istill  a  favorite  undertaking  in  Western  Massachusetts, 
and  enlistments  were  not  backward.  Northampton  had 
fifty-three  soldiers  in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Israel  Williams^ 
in  which  were  also  men  from  nearly  every  other  town  in. 
the  county.  The  Northampton  soldiers  were  dispersed 
among  the  several  companies : — twenty-two  were  in  the 
company  of  Capt.  Elijah  Smith,  and  thirty>one  in  that  of 
Col.  Israel  Williams.  ^ 

The  details  of  this  campaign,  which  resnltcd  in  the  par- 
tial subjugation  of  Canada,  are  too  well  known  to  require 
extended  notice.  All  the  soldiers  enlisted  or  imi)ressed 
from  this  section  formed  part  of  the  army  of  Gen.  Am- 
herst. Ticonderoga  and  Cr-own  Point  were  abandoned  at 
his  approach,  but  his  movements  were  so  dilatory— owing 
to  lack  of  transportation  and  supplies— that  he  failed  to 
cooperate  with  Gen.  Wolfe,  and  after  the  surrender  of 
Qnebec  he  retired  to  winter  quarters.  Gen.  Prideaux  led 
the  army  for  the  reduction  of  Niagara.  He  saoceeded  in 
the  enterprise,  but  lost  his  life  in  the  attack,  and  was  suo> 
ceeded  in  the  command  by  Qen,  William  Johnson.  Col. 
Gage  superceded  Geu.  Johnson,  but  for  the  same  re^on 
that  baffled  Qon.  Amherst,  he  failed  to  carry  his  part  of 
the  general  plan. 

]  For  Mustor>rolbi  Me  Anpendiz. 
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Fitn  of  QuelMo.  Familiar  to  all  is  the  story  of  the  capture 
of  Quebec  by  the  gallant  Wolfe,  who  was 
killed  ir>  the  nooment  of  victory.  Ho  captur»?d  tliat  strong- 
hold, without  the  aid  of  eitlier  of  the  armies  desig-ned  to 
oodperate  with  him.  News  of  the  surrender  of  Quebec 
was  received  with  the  greatest  joy  by  the  colonies,  espe- 
cially by  the  settlers  near  the  frontiers.  It  meant  to  them 
a  respite  from  the  horrors  of  Indian  warfare,  and  it  meant 
to  all  sections  relief  from  military  guardianship,  and  an 
end  to  the  weary  scoat,  the  fatiguing  march,  and  the  fear 
of  starvation.  But  the  war  was  by  no  means  finished. 
Montreal  still  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  and 
another  campaign  was  required  to  complete  the  victory. 

Cftp«ur«  of  St.    One  of  the  most  memorable  exploits  of  the 
Tf***^  year  was  the  capture  and  destruction  of  St. 

Francis  by  Major  Rogers.  He  was  a  noted 
ranger,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  whose  many  brilliant 
and  successful  encounters  with  the  enemy  enlivened  every 
campaign.  One  of  his  many  daring  deeds  was  narrated  by 
Col.  Pomeror.  When  an  enterprise  requiring'  courage, 
resource,  (hish  and  ability  was  to  be  mitlertaken.  Rogers 
was  usually  choseu  as  its  leader.  Though  Ticouderoga  aud 
Crown  Point  had  fallen,  St.  Francis,  a  noted  headquai'ters 
of  the  Indians,  still  remained  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  one  of  the  important  points  from  which  marauding 
parties  were  sent  out  to  annoy  the  English  settlements, 
being  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Francis  Biver,  he- 
tween  Montreal  and  Quebec,  and  it  contained  a  large 
amount  of  stores  and  plunder.  Major  Rogers  was  ordered 
with  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  men  to  attack  the  place. 
The  story  of  this  adventure  is  told  at  length  in  "'TToyts 
Indian  Wars."  Suffice  it  to  say  that  he  accomplished  his 
ohject,  surprising  and  completely  destroying  the  village. 
After  enduring  great  hardsiiips,  failing  to  connect  with  the 
party  sent  to  his  relief,  and  having  been  compelled  to  live 
many  days  on  nuts  and  lily  roots,  he  finally  reached  Crown 
Pointj  having  lost  in  the  expedition  forty -six  men. 

Last  of  tiM  indiaii    While  these  operations  were  in  progress, 

Indian  depredations  almost  entirely  ceased. 
The  family  of  Joseph  Willard  was  cap- 
tured at  Charlestown  aud  carried  to  Montreal,  but  the  last 
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appearance  of  the  savages  was  at  Col  rain,  where  a  party  of 
ten  or  twelve  of  tliem  captnred  Joseph  McKoiui,  wife  and 
child.  Mrs.  McKoun  was  killed  after  marching  a  short 
distance,  and  her  husband  and  child  were  taken  to  Canada. 
Most  of  the  militia  had  been  drawn  off  for  the  army  ope- 
rating in  Canada,  and  when  news  of  this  outrage  reached 
Iforthampton,  Major  Hawley  with  a  company  went  inune- 
diately  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians.  When  he  reached 
Greenfield,  finding  that  the  enemy  had  disappeared,  and 
deeming  further  pursuit  useless,  he  returned  to  North- 
ampton. 

FroDttor  Pcsti.  The  frontier  posts  were  unch/r  tlie  comniaiid 
of  Capt.  John  Bnrk  from  December  1758  to 
February  8,  1759-  of  Capt.  Hawks  from  February  9  to 
April  30,  1759 ;  and  of  Capt.  Samuel  Wells  from  May  1  to 
October  8.  One  hundred  twenty  men,  most  of  them  in- 
habitants of  the  Hampshire  towns,  were  employed  in  garri- 
son duty. 

MoiiiiMi  captnrad.    For  the  reduction  of  Montreal  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  three  armies  were  employed, 

and  so  carefully  had  their  movement;?  been  concerted  that 
they  met  before  the  city  within  two  days  of  the  time  fixed 
upon  for  their  jnnction.  Gen.  Amherst  commanded  the 
main  body,  and  with  ten  thousand  men  passed  nj)  the  Mo- 
hawk to  Oswego,  and  after  capturing  the  posts  along  the 
St.  Lawrence,  descended  that  river  to  Montreal.  He 
orriTed  there  on  the  10"*  of  August,  where  he  found  Qen, 
Murray  from  Quebec,  who  reached  that  point  the  same 
day.  Within  twenty-four  hours  Col.  Hayiland,  who  with 
a  smaller  force  had  been  in  service  on  Lake  Champlain, 
joined  the  combined  army,  and  the  siege  began.  It  termi- 
nated on  the  8**  of  September,  when  the  Province  of  Can- 
ada passed  into  possession  of  the  British. 

Attempt  to  Reeap-     In  th-  pj  rin!:^  M.  de  Levi,  who  succeeded  to 
iureQMbec.  coinmaud  on  the  death  of  Montcalm  at 

Quebec,  attempted  to  re-take  the  city. 
Gen.  Murray  marched  out  and  gave  battle,  but  was  de- 
feated and  driven  back  into  the  city.   The  French  General 
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then  laid  regular  siege  to  the  place,  but  before  anything 
decisive  occurred,  an  Euglish  fleet  arrived,  and  tiie  besieg- 
ers speedily  withdrew. 

soiaton  for  0uiad».   For  the  "  total  reduction  of  Canada  **  many 

men  enlisted  in  Hampshire  County  and 
some  were  impressed,  but  it  is  not  certain  that  any  of  them 
participated  in  the  closing  scenes  of  the  war.  Fewer 
names  than  usual  from  Northampton  are  found  upon  the 
muster-rolls  for  1760.  They  were  undoubtedly  employed 
in  garrison  duty.  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy  had  commaTid  of  the 
frontier  forts  froui  April  iC'^  to  June  20^''.  He  had  fifty- 
six  men  under  him,  and  they  were  distributed  at  Colrain, 
Charlemont,  West  Hoosack,  and  Fort  Massachusetts.  Sev- 
eral companies  from  this  county  Avere  in  service  during  the 
year.  Those  who  enlisted  for  the  total  reduction  of  Can- 
ada" received  $10  each  in  cash,  and  £6  in  Treasury  noteb , 
those  who  recruited  them  were  paid  3s.  for  each  man.^ 

FtoftM  DfloUNd.     While  the  conquest  of  Canada  completed 

by  the  surrender  of  Montreal  virtually 
ended  the  war,  peace  was  not  declared  till  1763.  No  further 
fighting  occurred,  though  there  were  several  companies 
from  Hampshire  County  in  the  service  on  the  frontiers 
during  the  years  1761  and  176'^.  Few  names  from  North- 
ampton are  found  upon  tlio  muster-rolls. 
I  For  Uat  of  soldiers  In  ttoe  seven  years  war,  see  Appendix. 
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War  not  Beoognised  DuBiNa  theso  aeveii  years  of  anxiety, 
by  the  Ttown.        alarm,  and  bloodshed,  town  affairs  moved 
forward  with  their  usual  serenity  and  har- 
mony.  Not  an  entry  on  the  records  gives  the  shadow  of 

an  intimation  that  a  sangTiinary  ronflict  was  raging,  or 
that  at  any  time  there  was  the  least  danger  of  an  invasion. 
By  no  vote  was  the  critical  condition  of  the  country  in  any 
way  recognized.  The  enlistment  and  impressment  of  sol- 
diers was  constantly  in  iirogress,  and  the  young  men  of 
the  town  were  marching  in  scores  to  the  seat  of  war. 
Some  of  the  companies  were  composed  almost  entirely  of 
citizens  of  Northampton,  and  many  from  that  town  were 
memhers  of  different  organizations  scattered  throughout 
the  county.  Several  Korthampton  soldiers  were  killed, 
and  many  wounded.  Not  a  few  during  the  almost  contin- 
uous movements  of  the  troops  were  billeted  here  at  consid- 
erable expense  to  individuals,  if  not  to  the  town ;  yet  no 
mnnicipaT  action  seems  to  have  been  deemed  necessary. 
It  is  true  that  none  of  tlie  Indian  raiders  penetrated  the 
town,  though  its  citizens  were  frequently  called  upon  to 
guard  the  neiglihoring  settlements.  Even  when  nearly  all 
the  militia  had  been  called  away  to  repel  threatened  inva- 
sion, when  none  knew  how  soon  the  dread  French  and  In- 
dians would  ovenoin  the  country,  such  matters  as  the  fol- 
lowing engaged  the  attention  at  town-meetings :~  the  re- 
moval of  pigsties  from  the  town  lands,  the  building  of 
horse  sheds,  the  changing  of  pews  in  the  meeting-house,  or 
the  use  of  the  school-house  on  Sunday  noons.  If  meetings 
were  held  to  consult  upon  military  matters,  no  records  of 
them  have  come  to  light. 
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^nas  for  Rafuiiiig     StriTigent  regulations  were  from  time  to 
Town  Offloee.        time  adox)te(l  in  reference  to  the  scrvico  of 
individuals  chosen  to  till  Lowa  offices.  The 
colony  laws  prescribed  the  amount  of  fin©  to  be  collected 
from  tliose  persons  who  refused  to  accept  office  when  elected, 
and  theoretically  no  man  was  permitted  to  shirk  his  official 
duties  without  paying  the  penalty.   Fire  pounds  was  the 
legal  price  that  was  required  to  release  a  man  from  under- 
taking the  duties  of  constable,  but  notwithstanding  tliis 
heavy  fine  it  was  not  always  an  easy  matter  to  find  capable 
men  willing  to  serve  in  that  capacity.   While  cases  are  not 
rare  in  which  the  treasury  was  enriched  through  such 
declinations,  manj'  refusals  to  serve  were  condoned  with- 
out enforcing  the  penah  y,  and  in  a  few  instances  the  courts 
of  law  were  resorted  to  in  order  to  compel  the  pHyimont  of 
these  fines.    For  many  years  the  compensation  ]jiud  lo  con- 
stables was  20s.  per  year.    In  1741,  the  constables  "  in  the 
body  of  the  town  '*  were  paid  £4,  in  bills  of  credit,  and  in 
the  new  town  40s.   This  law  continued  in  force  till  1746, 
when  it  was  repealed,  and  the  compensation  fixed  at  each 
annual  meeting.   After  that  date  the  usual  amount  paid 
was  308. 

The  Penalty  BDA»c«d.  A  marked  instance  of  enforcing  the  pen- 
alty for  refusing  to  serve  as  constable  oc- 
curred in  1754.  At  the  annual  March  meeting  Cornet  John 
Hunt  was  chosen  to  that  office.  Immediately,  before  Cor- 
net  Hunt  had  opportuiuty  either  to  accept  or  decline,  Lieut. 
Caleb  Strong  (father  of  Gov.  C^aleb)  moved  that  tlie  town 
should  "determine  what  sum  they  would  accept  of  any 
person  chosen  to  the  office  of  constable  in  lieu  of  serving 
in  that  office,*'  and  it  was  voted  to  ''excuse  the  person 
chosen,  if  he  would  pay  down  the  sum  of  £S  lawful  money, 
to  be  disposed  of  to  the  use  of  the  poor."  Evidently  this 
action  on  the  part  of  Lieut.  Strong  was  considered  as  a 
thrust  at  Comet  Hunt,  and  his  friends  retaliated  by  elect- 
ing Lieut.  Strong  constable.  In  the  afternoon,  permission 
having  been  granted  him  to  consider  the  matter  till  that 
time,  Lieut.  Strong  declined  to  serve,  **but,"  the  record 
reads,  "he  did  not  pay  down  the  £3  lawful  money  or  any 
part  of  it,  nor  the  sum  oi  £5,  the  penalty  in  the  law  (in 
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such  ca^^os  provided)  to  be  paid  by  persons  refusing  to 
serve  in  the  constable''^  offire,  or  any  part  of  it.** 

Having  heard  the  clet  ision  of  Lieut.  Strong,  the  town 
forthwith  turned  its  attention  to  tlic  other  constahle  elect : 
**  Then  Cornet  John  Hunt  being  present  at  said  meeting, 
the  town  put  the  questioa  to  him  whether  he  would  serve 
in  the  office  of  constable  of  the  town  of  Northampton  for 
the  ensuing  year  to  which  he  had  been  chosen,  &  he  de- 
clared he  would  not  accept  said  office  nor  serve  the  town 
therein.  The  town  then  made  choice  of  Joseph  Hawley 
Esq.»  for  their  agent  to  prosecute  Lieut.  Caleb  Strong,  Cor- 
net John  Hunt  in  manner  as  the  law  directs  for  the  pen- 
alty each  of  them  had  incurred  by  refusing  to  serve  as  con- 
stables this  year  and  which  they  oii^ht  to  pay  by  the  law 
of  thip  Governiueiit  in  such  cases  provided,  to  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  the  town  of  Northampton." 

Major  Hawley  brought  the  case  of  Lieut.  Strong  before 
the  County  Court  and  a  summons  was  issued  for  his  ap- 
pearance before  it,  but  no  further  record  of  the  case  has 
been  found.  Apparently  Lieut.  Strong  was  let  off  with  the 
payment  of  the  fine  of  £3,  as  there  is  no  indication  of  any 
sabseqnent  action  in  the  case.  Comet  Hunt  seems  to  have 
escaped  without  prosecution. 

More  Diffleulty  Still  further  trouble  in  reference  to  con- 
about  coasubiaa.  stable.^  occurred  the  following-  year  ;  several 
persons  nominated  for  that  office  could  not 
be  elected.  At  last  Ebenezer  Clark  Jr.  and  John  Baker 
Jr.,  not  being  liable  to  serve,  having  hehl  the  offiice  within 
seven  years,  proposed  to  acco{)t  the  position  for  40s.  each, 
and  they  were  chosen  on  that  condition. 

A2r«w8eiMN>i-H(nwe  The  question  of  erecting  a  new  school - 
house  in  the  center  of  the  town  had  been  a 
long  time  in  agitation.    Five  years  had 

elapsed  since  the  town  had  decided  to  build  one,  but  it 

soon  after  rescinded  that  order.  Its  need  became  more  and 
more  apparent  as  time  slipped  by,  and  in  1755,  at  the  March 
meeting,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  and  re{)ort 
thereon.  They  advised  that  a  school-house  should  be  built 
large  enough  to  accommodate  the  grammar  school  and 
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the  writing  and  reading  bcliolars  in  all  seasons  of  tho 
year."  In  May  the  town  voted  to  bnild  a  school-honse  of 
brick,  dd  by  18  feet.  It  was  to  be  placed  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  old  sohooUhouse,  which  was  to  be  disposed  of,  and  the 
proceeds  appropriated  towards  the  expense  of  the  new  one. 
An  account  of  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  work» 
is  on  file  among  the  documents  of  the  year  1755,  which 
shows  an  expenditure  of  £84.10.05. 

•^Shepherd^Bistand.'*    Tbe  Island  in  Connecticut  River,  formerly 

known  as  Stoddard's  Island"  and  later  as 
''Shepherd's  Island/'  was  first  brought  into  notice  in  1754, 
when  Gideun  Lyman  of  N^orthampton  petitioned  the  Gen- 
eral Court  lor  liberty  to  purchase  the  pro]terty.  He  states 
that  there  is  an  island  belonging  to  the  Province  between 
Fort  Meadow  in  Hadley  and  Old  Rainbow  in  Northamp- 
ton, containing  ''as  he  judges'*  six  or  seven  acres,  "where- 
on the  brush  begins  to  grow,  and  has  been  gathering  about 
30  years/'  and  prays  that  a  committee  may  be  chosen  to 
sell  the  same  to  him.  In  April,  John  Worthington  and 
Oliver  Partridge  were  appointed  to  sell  the  Island  "  for  the 
most  it  will  bring."  Nothing  seems  to  have  been  accom- 
plished under  this  vote,  and  Gideon  Lyman,  though  he 
owned  laud  in  Old  Rainbow,  opposite  the  Island,  failed  to 
make  the  purchase. 

Tbe  Island  a  Bon©    This  Island,  as  the  petition  of  Lyman 
of  OontentioB.       shows,  had  been  many  years  accumulating. 

For  a  long  time  it  was  nothing  but  sand, 
upon  which  a  few  bushes  began  to  grow.  By  degrees  it 
became  covered  with  soil,  and  grass  appeared.  It  was 
then  claimed  by  both  Northampton  and  Hadley.  Farmers 
from  both  towns  claimed  the  crop,  and  one  year  it  was 
mowed  by  a  man  from  Hadley,  named  Brooks,  but  the  hay 
was  carried  off  by  Nathaniel  Bay  of  this  town.  In  order 
to  settle  the  ownership,  the  General  Court,  in  1770.  ap- 
pointed John  Worthington,  Joseph  Hawley,  and  £lisha 
Porter,  a  committee  to  sell  the  property.  It  consisted  at 
that  time,  "  of  three  or  four  acres  of  good  improved  land 
and  about  as  much  more  that  is  likely  to  become  tit  for 
improvement  in  a  short  time."   They  sold  it  at  "  publio 
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vendue,'*  and  it  was  purchased  by  Solomon  Stoddard  for 
£100  lawful  money/*  In  a  short  time  he  sold  one  half  of 
it  to  Noah  E!dwards.  ''Stoddard's  Island"  continued  to 
increase,  and  in  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  seven  or  eight 
acres  were  mowed. 


T^ie  Purchase  Miffiey  The  uozt  year,  a  committee  from  several 
Disbozsed.  towns  in  the  county  petitioned  the  Legis- 

lature, askiiif^  fhat  tlie  money  paid  for  the 
Island  shonld  be  granted  to  the  county  to  aid.  in  Lnilding 
and  maintaining  bridges.  They  say  that  this  Island  has 
arisen  in  the  river  within  the  memory  of  man  and  bo  the 
increase  of  the  estate  of  the  province  has  grown  out  of  the 
loss  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  county."  Their  petition 
was  granted,  and  the  county  used  the  money  for  the  erec- 
tion and  support  of  a  bridge  over  Ware  River. 

L«Ti  siMpherd boys        180$,  Levi  Shepherd  Jr.,  bought  the 
the  laiABd.  Island  of  Mr.  Stoddard  and  Eli  and  Tester 

Edwards,  for  $1200,  and  sold  it  to  his 
father.  Since  that  transaction  it  has  been  known  as 
"Shepherd's  Island." 

Town  Action  In  1^1  June,  1756,  the  town  refused  to  hire  any 
1988  Mkd  1707.  bnt  a  Grammar  schoolmaster,  and  ordered 
the  selectmen  to  Direct  the  Schoolmaster 
that  he  Spend  no  more  Time  with  y*  Latin  Scholars  than 
their  Equal  proportion  with  other  Scholars."  The  school- 
master was  evidently  a  believer  in  classical  education,  and 
took  great  delight  in  imparting  his  knowledge. — Dr. 
Mather  sought  permission  to  build  a  pew  in  the  meeting- 
house, on  the  women's  side  of  the  broad  alley,  at  the  end 
of  the  body  seats,  but  the  people  were  unwilling  to  sanc- 
tion any  encroachments  upon  that  portion  of  the  house, 
and  the  request  was  denied.  — The  meeting-house  had  now 
been  built  about  twenty  years,  and  wns  in  need  of  substnn- 
tial  repairs.  Accordingly  it  was  ordered  that  the  needed 
improvemeats  should  l)e  made,  and  a  window^  [iiit  into  the 
southwest  gable  of  the  house. — la  May  aa  order  was  pa-osetl 
to  build  a  bridge  over  Mill  River  at  "Welch  End,"  pro- 
vided the  owners  of  the  upper  mill  would  provide  plank. 
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As  tlip  Tiiaiii  use  of  the  hrid^^*^  wonld  "be  for  the  purpose  of 
reacliiug  tlie  mill,  it  was  coTisider^jd.  proper  that  the  pro- 
prietors thereof  should  bear  a  portion  of  the  expense. 
They,  however,  apparently  demurred,  and  in  December  the 
vote  was  rescinded. — ^Ensign  Josiah  Clark  and  Josiah  Clark 
Jr.  were  occupying  a  portion  of  the  highway  with  pig- 
sties, and  they  were  reminded  of  the  trespass,  and  warned 
that  they  could  only  continue  them  there  **  during  the 
town's  pleasure  and  no  longer." — Dea.  Sheldon  was  given 
permission  to  build  a  horse  shed  on  town  land  near  the 
meeting-house,  and  also  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  seats 
in  his  pew  in  the  meeting-house,  so  that  he  "  may  more  di- 
rectly face  the  pnlpit.  provided  that  he  restore  the  pew  to 
its  former  state  at  his  own  cost,  when  he  left  it,  if  the  town 
so  voted." 

schooi-Houae  not  to  People  who  lived  at  a  distance  from  the 
b»vMdtor»''iiooi»  meeting-house,  were  often,  especially  in, 
the  winter  months,  much  inconvenienced 
on  Sundays  for  want  of  a  place  in  which  to  warm  them- 
selves after  their  long  and  cold  ride  from  home  before 
meeting  commenced,  as  well  as  a  place  in  which  to  spend 
the  intermission  between  services.  Soon  after  the  new 
school-house  was  finished,  Samuel  Janes,  and  other  farmers 
residing  at  Pascommuck,  asked  permission  to  use  that 
building  before  and  Between  meetings  as  a  place  of  Shel- 
ter and  Retirement."  It  would  have  made  a  very  com- 
fortable "noon  house,"  but  tlip  f^wu  refused  to  pen-^n't  the 
school-house  to  be  opened  on  Sunday  for  any  such  purpose. 
So  the  Pascommnck  people  were  obliged  to  quarter  ili em- 
selves  upon  their  acquaintances  on  Sunday,  or  rest  and  re- 
fresh themselves  literally  under  the  shadow  of  the  pulpit.* 

1  People  vho  OMoe  from  dtetWBt  {Mrts  of  fbe  town  needed  some  o/Otrnt  pleoe  than 
the  meetlnf^honee  steps  in  which  to  paes  the  time  between  eermons.  In  aome  towns 

"noon  houses"  woi'o  built  by  inilivMuals,  nsarly  always  on  land  near  tlie  meeting* 
bouse.  Most  of  tbem  Iwd  two  rooms,  ooe  for  each  sex,  with  flieplsoes.  Suoh  houses 
w«re  In  use  In  Soatluunpton  sad  Westhsmptou,  but  none  seems  to  bare  been  bollt 
hi  rr    Que  family  in  Northsmptoci,  bired  •  room  ne«r  tbe  meeting-house  for  their 

««p«cial  use  on  SSondsj. 
•  0 
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sobooi-^teauntttM  S^or  One  hundred  fi^e  years  sinoe  the  settle^ 
Appointed.  mont  of  the  town,  the  schools,  as  well  as 
all  other  mnnicipal  business,  had  been  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  Selectmen.  But  with  the- 
Increase  of  scholars,  and  the  advance  in  methods  and 
studies,  the  educational  interests  of  the  town  demanded  & 
closer  attention,  and  more  careful  consideration  than  the- 
townsmen  with  all  their  other  duties  were  able  to  give- 
them.  Consequently  on  the  2**  of  January,  1750,  the  first 
School-Committee  was  appointed.  Tt  consisted  of  six  per- 
BODBf  who,  togetlier  with  the  Selectmen,  were  to  have  juris- 
diction over  all  the  schools  in  town.  Though  it  was  not 
then  termed  a  School-Committee,  its  duties  were  such  as 
have  since  devolved  upon  that  body.  For  this  purpose  the^ 
following  named  persons  were  selected: — Isaac  Parsons, 
Ebenezer  Clark  Jr.,  Lieut  Aaron  Wright,  ITathaniel 
Phelps,  Bus.  Jonathan  Strong,  and  Capt.  James  Lyman. 
They  were  instructed 

"to  join  the  Selectmen  to  Consider  how  many  Sduxds  it  sboold  be 

Tie  i  s  ;u-y  &  profitable  for  this  Town  to  keep  frcmi  tMa  Time  till  next 
ploughing  Time  for  the  InstrucHoTi  and  Edncation  of  y*  boys  of  thi* 
Town  both  in  Grammar  learning  and  to  read  &  Write,  and  Impowered 
com***  together  with  y*  Selectmen  to  determine  y«  same  in  hebalf  of 
7*  Town  and  to  procnre  Suitable  persons  to  Keep  and  Teach  sooh 
Schools  and  to  Take  ap  Sach  boase  or  houses  besides  the  School  honse- 
as  Shall  bo  needed  for  that  purpose.  To  agree  [upAn]  the  Snms  to 
given  Such  Teachers  or  Masters.  To  assign  the  Dumber  of  Boys  to- 
Each  School  that  at  present  are  kept  or  tiiat  they  Shall  Judge  proper  to 
Set  up  and  to  determine  and  order  of  what  Sort  they  Shall  be :  To  wit, 
■wether  Gr;immar  Scholars  or  readers  or  Writers  which  Shall  be  admit* 
ted  to  and  Tanght  in  Each  School  resfxictively," 

The  assessors  were  ordered  to  raise  such  sums  of  money 

as  mi^ht  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses.  Ten  pounds 
were  also  granted  for  *'  the  instruction  of  boys  living  at 
farms  and  remote  parts  of  Northampton."  Unlimited 
power  relating  to  schools  was  by  this  vote  delegated  to  this- 
committee.  They  were  empowered  to  control  the  schools, 
to  liire  teachers,  provide  school-rooms,  and  were  authorized 
to  expend  whatever  money  was  needed  for  school  purposes, 
without  restriction. 
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Th» schooi-Gcmimit-  In  January  of  the  following  year,  at  a 
tMin«tra«ted.  special  towii-meetiiig,  another  school-com- 
mittee was  appointed.  It  was  composed  of 
the  selectmen  and  four  (instead  of  six)  other  persons.  This 
committee  was  instructed  to  consider  the  necessity  of  **  set- 
ting up  one  or  more  English  schools  in  addition  to  those 
alreeuiy  kept"  either  in  the  town  school-house  or  some 
other  building,  and  to  supply  the  schools  with  wood  forth- 
with. It  is  not  certain  that  the  committee  increased  the 
number  of  schools  under  this  votO)  as  no  payments  were 
made  for  teaching  to  any  other  persons  than  Titus  and 
JEleazar  King.  An  extra  school,  however,  seems  to  have 
"been  kept  about  this  time  in  the  "old  Bela  Strong  house," 
situated  at  the  westerly  corner  of  Main  and  South  Streets. 

KMting^HouM  During  the  month  of  December,  1759,  the 
paira  und«r  Ad-  subject  of  repairing  the  meeting-house  was 
again  under  discussion.  More  extensive 
'  repairs  thereon  than  had  been  anticipated  were  found  to  be 
necessary,  and  no  action  was  taken  under  the  vote  of  three 
years  previous.  Quite  extensive  changes  were  in  contem- 
plation. Among  them  were  an  addition  to  the  northwest- 
erly side  of  the  building,  constructing  ] torches  over  the 
southeasterly  and  southwesterly  doors,  moviiig  one  iiight  of 
the  gallery  stairs  into  the  belfry  fuid  unotlier  into  oTie  of 
the  porches,  and  making  some  now  pews.  Tho  timbers 
also  needed  strengthening,  and  other  repairs  were  impera- 
tive. A  committee,  appointed  to  consider  the  question, 
made  a  very  unsatisfactory  report  and  the  town  voted  to 
send  for  Master  Langdon  of  Springfield,  an  old  and  expe- 
rienced carpenter,  who  was  to  examine  the  building  and 
'*  give  his  T>est  advice  concerning  the  strengthening  and  se- 
curing the  Meeting  House."  His  suggestions  were  acted 
on  to  some  extent,  but  it  is  evident  tliat  little  was  done  be- 
yond mending  and  patching,  as  the  only  account  upon  the 
treasurer's  book,  during  that  year,  is  an  item  of  i)5.12. 11-^ 
paid  to  joiners  for  work  upon  the  meeting-liouse.  No 
porches  were  built  at  this  time,  nor  were  any  new  pews 
added. 

Repairs  were  also  required  upon  the  Court-House,  owned 
and  occupied  jointly  by  the  town  and  county,  but  the 
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town,  thongh  requested  hy  the  county  to  make  tliem,  re- 
fused ail  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

y<ito  to  Protrnn  a  One  reason  for  this  ecoaomy  of  the  town. 
N«w  Bell.  funds  may  "be  found  in  the  fact  that  a  new 
bell  seemed  to  be  an  absolute  necessity. 
For  seventy-eight  years  the  old  one  had  been  on  duty,  and 
it  was  no  longer  powerful  enough  to  be  heard  throughout 
the  central  portion  of  the  settlement.  In  March,  1760,  the 
town  Toted  to  procure  a  new  bell,  as  soon  as  convenient, 
"to  hang  in  the  Meeting  House  in  the  Town  of  so  large  a 
size  as  shall  effectually  serve  and  answer  the  ends  &  pur- 
pose of  a  Meeting  House  bell  to  this  Town  &  Society. *' 
The  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  with 
power  to  act.  In  June  of  the  following  year  a  "Great 
Bell,"  which  weighed  7  cwt.  3  qrs.  15  lbs.  was  shipped 
from  Boston  on  board  the  sloop  Nancy.  It  was  im- 
ported from  England  and  cost  in  that  country  £6  ster- 
ling per  cwt.  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy  and  Timothy  Dwight 
negoidated  the  purchase  through  Joseph  Scott,  in  Boston, 
whose  bill  for  everything  connected  with  the  bell,  includ- 
ing customs  fees,  freight,  insurance,  wharfage,  etc.,  was 
£63.13.7  sterling.  On  this  he  charged  a  commission  of  5  per 
cent.,  amounting  to  £;3.3.8.  To  this  sum  of  £tJG.17.3  it  was 
necessary  td  afid  33i  percent,  in  order  to  find  its  equivalent 
in  lawful  money,  which  brought  the  amount  up  to  £89.3. 
A  small  additional  charge  for  wharfat^e  and  truckage  m 
Boston,  made  the  cost  of  the  bell  iu  lavv  iul  money,  when 
shipped  on  board  the  sloop,  £89.9.8.  The  bell  was  to  be 
delivered  either  at  Hartford  or  Bocky  Hill,  and  the  freight 
was  £1.13.4.  ^  Within  a  year,  probably  on  account  of  over- 
zealous  ringing  by  irresponsible  persons,  and  possibly  also 
because  of  incomplete  machinery,  the  bell  was  broken.  In 
August,  1761,  the  town  was  called  together  to  decide  about 
replacing  it,  as  well  as  about  "prosecuting  those  persons 
who  were  instrumental  in  breaking  it."  An  order  was 
adopted  which  provided  for  sending  the  bell  to  the  founder 
at  Fairfield,  to  be  recast  or  mended.    If  it  should  be  recast 

1  similar  ImIIa  w«m  lo  om  la  the  towiu  of  Hatfield,  Springfield  ead  Trfwigmeadow. 
All  of  ihtm  wan  oaat  Id  Knylwifl  mad  had  this  iiuoilptloii:  — 

**^Potll«  churcb,  thn  Hiring  I  ttftll, 
To  tiM  fxave  1  susuaoa  mXl." 
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the  committee  was  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions 

towards  enlargm^":  it.  and  to  increase  its  weight  to  tlie 
amount  of  t}ie  suhseriptioiis  received,  provided  it  did  not 
exceed  1000  lbs.  Repairs  on  the  bell,  whether  it  was 
mended  or  recast  is  not  known,  (•ost  £21.  It  was  received 
in  December,  1761,  and  an  order  was  adopted  reciiiiring  it 
to  be  hung  so  as  to  "  effect  a  more  easy  ringing,"'  as  well  as 
a  more  "  effectnal  striking  of  the  clock  to  serve  the  pnr> 
pose  of  a  hell  and  clock  for  the  town." 

The  Old  B«u  Sold.    Southampton  made  a  proposition  to  pur- 
chase the  old  bell,  and  in  176d»  a  special 
meeting  was  called  to  decide  the  matter.    This  meeting 

was  held  in  July,  and  the  town  voted  not  to  sell,  bnt  after- 
wai'ds  reconsidered  tliat  vote  and  ap [pointed  a  committee  to 
dispose  of  it  to  the  best  advantaire.  It  lias  been  g-enerally 
understood  that  the  old  bell  was  sold  to  Southampton,  but 
the  town  records  contain  no  further  allusion,  to  the  subject. 

Snail  Pox.  This  dread  disease,  which  may  have  been 

the  occasion  of  the  great  mortality  among 
the  Indian  tribes  of  Massachusetts,  shortly  before  the  arri- 
val of  the  whites,  had  since  been  little  known  in  the  inte- 
rior, and  did  not  prevail  in  the  inland  towns  to  any  great 
extent  till  the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
disease  had.  however,  according  to  Dr.  Douglass,  "been 
epidemical  in  Boston  eight  times,"  previons  to  1752,  caus- 
ing the  death  of  many  persons.  Apparently  !io  one  had 
died  of  it  in  Nortlnimpton  before  that  date,  it  was  prob- 
ably introduced  into  this  section  from  the  army,  a  number 
of  soldiers  having  died  fr(uu  it  in  Westfield  and  Brof.ihfield 
during  the  year  1701.  About  this  time  a  sort  of  hospital 
for  inoculated  small  pox^  was  established  in  Springfield, 

1  Ixiooalatloa  whiob  had  beeo  practiced  in  Europe  nearly  half  a  century,  whece  it 
•WM  bitterly  opposed  hj  phyaielaos  and  ▼a^)  v  f  r y  uapopolar  among  the  oommou  peo- 
ple, waa  introdaoed  into  thia  oouDtrjr  iti  1720.  The  elergy  generally  defended  the 
praotioe.  la  November,  1781,  Dr.  looniaae  Mather  wrote  that  the  praotloe  had  been 

introduced  iu  Kutrland,  wliere  soinc  jii(J:i'ionN  nirtni^t  rut  es  aiid  iiiinislers  Hpproved  Of 
it.  Among  the  minUteta  in  Hew  En^dand  who  favored  it  were  Dr.  Mather  himeelf, 
who  bad  preached  over  sUtty  yean,  and  his  eon.  "  Alao  we  hear,"  be  write*,  "that 

the  Rpv.  and  learned  Mr.  Soloinnii  Stocldard  of  Nortliampdm  ooncnrs  wUti  us;  also 
Mr.  Wise  of  Ipswieh  &  many  of  our  younger  aivines.  But  few  profane  persons  ap- 
prove or  defend  loooalation.  This  to  me  la  a  weighty  eoneidetation.  There  are 

vr'irt)iv  persons  against  fnoculat:on,  but  the  known  chndren  of  the  wicked  are  gen- 
«raliy  Qeroe  eaemies  to  inocuiation."  iU  opponents  called  inoculation  tiie  work  of 
the  derO. 
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and  among  its  patients  were  Caleb  Strong  Jr.  (afterwards 
Governor,  then  sixteen  years  old),  of  Northanii)ton,  and 
Elisha  Porter  of  Had  ley.  Cases  of  this  nature  as  well  as 
of  other  contagions  diseases,  were  treated  in  a  house  owned 
by  Increase  Clark,  situated  probably  on  Pancake  Plain. 
Some  apprehension  oouoerning  this  dread  disease  doubtless 
prevailed  here,  but  the  town  refused  to  order  the  building 
of  a  pest-house.  Existing  arrangement's  were  deemed  suf- 
ficient. 

ouEoaMof  ootw    In  March,  1760,  the  town  voted  to  sell  to 
nation  Sold.       Ithamar  Strong  the  land  "  that  has  so  long 
been  enclosed  for  the  old  house  of  oorreo 

tion.*'  The  prison-house  on  this  land,  at  the  comer  of 
BCain  and  Sonth  Streets,  built  in  1707,  was  sold  for  56s. 

Very  probably  this  old  building  was  considerably  ont  of 
repair,  and  was  of  little  use  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  constructed.  It  was  ncs  er  very  secure,  but  seems  to 
have  answered  its  purpose  passably  well  for  about  half  a 
century.  A  new  jail  was  built  on  Pleasant  Street,  in  1773, 
and  for  thirteen  years  there  seems  to  have  been  no  place 
nearer  than  Springj^eld  for  the  detention  of  criminals. 

Varions  Town  Mat-  Once  uiore  the  thievish  crow  comes  to  the 
tanaotodupon.  front,  and  again  a  price  is  put  upon  his 
head.  For  every  fledged  crow  hilled  be- 
tween the  middle  of  April  and  the  middle  of  June,  a  pre- 
mium of  Is.  was  offered  and  4d.  for  all  unfledged. — That 
the  gallery  stairs  had  not  been  removed,  as  had  been  con- 
templated, is  evident  from  the  fact  that  children  were  pro- 
hibiten! from  sitting  on  them  on  Sunday,  above  the  first 
broad  stair  from  the  floor.— An  inquiry  was  instituted  con- 
cerning the  cost  of  a  fire-engine,  but  no  macbino  of  that 
kind  was  purchased  for  thirty  years.  -  All  the  millers  in 
town  were  required  to  conform  to  the  laws  respecting  tolls, 
and  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pascommuek  for  an 
appropriation  to  pay  for  preaching  in  that  village  was 
denied. 
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Indicted  for  »D«te«t-    In  January,  1761,  the  town  was  iiKlicted 
iTeHigbwajf.  for  a  defective  hi^^bway  lietwecii  North- 

ampton and  the  Hatfield  meeting-hoiise. 
It  was  voted  to  defend  the  suit,  and  Joseph  Hawley  and 
Beiijauun  Parsons  were  chosen  agents.  The  vote  to  con- 
test was  re-affirmed  in  March.  In  May  the  case  was  tried 
'before  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  at  Springfield,  a  ver- 
dict rendered  against  the  town,  and  a  fine  of  £4  imposed. 
Mr.  Hawley  carried  the  case  on  appeal  to  the  Superior 
Court,  and  at  the  September  term,  the  former  verdict  was 
set  aside,  the  indictment  being  quashed  as  insufficient.  In 
the  meant"  m  \  it  is  presumed  that  the  hiijhwayhad  been 
repaired.   Major  Hawley  received     for  his  services. 

jMvisirtu  of  namp-  The  County  of  Hampshire  wa?  firpt  divided 
Bhire  County.  jn  1761.  On  petition  of  William  Williams 
and  others,  the  General  Court  slir-ed  off  the 
westerly  portion  of  it.  and  formed  Berkshire  County. 
Xanjed  in  the  act  establishing  the  county  were  four  incor- 
poraled  towns  and  six  ph^ntations,  and  the  petitioners  rep- 
Tesented  that  tlic  inhabitants  of  some  of  them  were  com- 
pelled to  travel  fifty  miles  to  attend  courts  at  Springfield 
■and  Northampton.  The  question  was  brought  before  the 
town  at  the  March  meeting  in  1761,  to  see,  as  expressed  in 
the  warrant,  "whether  the  town  had  any  objections'*  to 
offer  to  the  movement.  No  opposition  manifested  itself, 
hut  by  way  of  precaution  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to 
take  such  measures  as  they  thought  fit  to  prevent  the 
town's  being  in  any  manner  prejudiced  by  the  new  county." 
Many  citizen?  of  Korthampton,  as  well  as  other  towns  in 
"the  old  county,  were  interested  iu  the  settlements  thus  set 
off.  Not  a  few  owned  real  estate  in  them,  and  among  their 
inliahitants  were  sons  and  daughters  of  persons  living  in 
this  town. 

Some  objections  were  made  by  the  selectmen  of  North- 
4i.mptou  to  the  boundary  of  the  new  county.  They  con- 
tended that  the  proposed  line  would  take  in  a  considerable 
tract  of  land  east  of  No.  4  (Becket),  adjacent  to  Northami>- 
ton  and  Hatfield,  and  suggested  a  slight  alteration.  The 
line  proposed  hy  them  was  adopted  substantially  as  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  new  county. 
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Dispated  L»od  in  Special  Tneetiiip:  was  called  to  inquire  into 
iDddto  Mfl*dow.  the  ownership  oi'  certain  lands  in  Middle 
Meadow.  A  committee  reported  that  a  oon- 
siderable  part  of  them  belonged  to  the  town.  Thereupon 
a  Tote  was  passed  to  make  the  title  good.  From  this  action 
grew  a  long  drawn  out  law  suit,  which  was  not  settled  till 
1764,  and  then  matters  seem  to  have  been  left  about  as  they 
were  when  the  suit  was  commenced.  Apparently  a  test 
case  was  made  with  the  heirs  of  Jonathan  Hunt,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  eonplc  of  years  the  town  expended  not  far 
from  £88  in  the  litigation.  Northampton  lost  the  case  be- 
fore the  lower  court,  and  appealed  to  the  Sn})erior  Court. 
In  1764,  the  town  decided  that  it  *'  would  become  non 
suit  if  the  Hunts  would  agree  to  be  defaulted."  Appar- 
ently both  sides  were  ready  to  compromise  on  that  basis, 
for  at  the  September  session  of  the  higher  court  neither 
party  put  in  an  appearance. 

Attempt  to  mfikc    Hardly  had  the  new  County  of  Berkshire 
Mortiiampton  the    bepii  f c:ta  blished,  when  a  moveDient  was. 

commenced  to  make  Northampton  the  shire- 
town  of  Old  Hampshire,  instead  of  Springfield.  A  peti- 
tion signed  by  Timothy  D wight  of  Northampton  and  Oli- 
ver Partridge  of  Hatfield,  in  which  it  was  claimed  that 
Northampton  was  much  more  central  than  Springfield^  was 
presented  to  the  Legislature  in  April,  1761.  Northampton 
supplemented  this  petition  by  another  in  the  following 
May»  instructing  a  committee  to  procure  &  Send  Some 
proper  person  an  Agent  to  Boston  to  prosecute  the  affair,** 
CoL  Timothy  Dwight  was  delegated  to  perform  this  duty^ 
and  there  remains  on  file  an  order  on  the  town  treasurer, 
signed  by  the  three  selectmen  to  pay  him  "three  £  and 
seven  pence  one  fifth  part  of  a  penny  in  full  satisfaction  for 
the  like  sum  paid  at  Boston  by  him  in  and  about  the  affair 
of  the  town  of  Northampton's  application  to  the  G^enl 
Court  to  be  constituted  the  Shire  Town  of  the  county  of 
Hampshire.'*  Some  towns  in  the  northern  part  of  the- 
county  petitioned  in  favor  of  Northampton,  and  others  in 
favor  of  Hadley,  while  those  in  the  southern  portion  op- 
posed any  change.  In  January  of  the  following  year, 
twenty-one  towns  in  the  northern  half  of  the  county  peti- 
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tioiied  that  the  shire-towii  should  hv  either  Northampton 
or  Hfuilley,  as;  ilie  General  Court  should  see  fit.'  Both  pe- 
titions were  dismissed  iu  February,  1762,  aud  Northampton 
did  not  atttiin  the  coveted  honor  till  the 'second  diyision  of 
the  connty  was  made  in  1812. 


Sabbath  Warden*    Either  disorder  in  the  meeting-house  in- 
ohoMn.  creased  considerably  or  there  were  not  tith- 

ing-men  enough  chosen  to  preserve  order, 
for  in  1761,  four  men  were  selected  especially  to  preserve 
order  in  the  meeting-house  on  Sunday.  They  were  called 
"Sabbath  Wardens,"  and  for  about  eigliteen  years  were 
chosen  annually  with  other  town  officei  s.  They  were  sub- 
sequently ordered  to  procure  badges  of  office  similar  to 
those  carried  by  tithing-men.  Tn  17R4,  the  town  by  vote, 
required  the  tlthiTig- men  and  wardens  to  sit  V)y  turns,  in 
some  public  place  iu  the  galleries,  to  prevent  disturbances, 
and  to  enforce  the  law  for  preserving  order  in  the  meeting- 
house. 


New  School  Proposed  Town  schools  were  overtlowiug  with  pu- 
0T«rMiu BiTflr.  p^g^  axj^  it  was  determined  in  1761  to 
establish  a  new  school  on  the  south  side 
of  Mill  River.  The  selectmen  were  instructed  first  to  take 
the  "Ldckingwater*'  boys  out  of  the  town  school,  and  if 
one  master  could  "  advantageously  instruct  those  that  re- 
mained in  the  English  school,  to  set  up  a  school  on  tliat 
side  of  the  river  provided  the  Parents  and  Masters  of  the 
boys  there  will  procure  a  room  and  wood  to  support  iV* 
Provision  was  also  made  that  boys  from  other  parts  of  the 
town  should  be  sent  there.  It  is  not  probable  that  another 
school  wiH^  "set  up"  in  South  Street  at  this  time.  As  was 
the  case  two  years  before,  no  additional  t^a^hers  seem  to 
have  been  employed,  and  it  may  bo  inferred  that  the 
"  Parents  and  Masters  "  were  unwilling  to  provide  a  school- 
room and  fuel  as  well  as  pupils. 

1  In  dUcussing  thU  subject,  Col.  Williams  of  Batllald  Is  aald  to  hare  observed :  — 
*'Tlia  p«opte  o<  Hatfield  ave  lodastrious  aad  thriving,  and  to  haT«  tbe  iMMirta  ther» 
woald  lojuie  tbef r  industry  and  thrift.  Northanipton  peopla  ar«  T«ry  religloiis  *nd 
tb«  maasura  would  be  InjarloiM  to  their  reUjtton,  but  Hadley  has  neither  thrift  nor 
nioraiir y  t  o  bo  idjured.*^  Hadloy  wai  then  and  long  afterwarda  greatly  demorallEed 
by  hard  drinking. 
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inMrlorof  tbeHeet-  In  1769,  the  town  refused  to  determine  the 
Ing-Houae  Jm*  age  at  which  boys  should  bo  allowed  to 
sit  in  the  gallery.  This  was  prol)ably  ])ro- 
hibitory,  and  shut  the  boys  out  of  that  section  entirely. 
So  large  had  become  the  congregation,  and  so  crowded  was 
the  meeting-house,  that  a  general  overhatillng  of  the  seat- 
ings  in  it  was  ordered.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
make  a  general  alteration  of  persons  sitting  in  the  meet- 
ing house,"  as  well  as  to  settle  with  persoi  s  v  ]  r  have  bnilt 
pews  at  their  own  expense,  so  that  the  whole  may  be 
*'  appropriated  to  the  town*s  use  as  others  are."  An  excep- 
tion was  made  in  the  case  of  Noah  Clark  and  his  daughter, 
the  wife  of  Gideon  Lyman.  Tlioy  were  permitted  by  special 
vote  to  retain  the  seats  they  then  occupied. 

Move  jiew  Counties  With  the  establishment  of  the  now  County 
Petitioned  tor.  Qf  Berkshire  came  a  desire  for  a  general 
dividing  up  of  the  old  counties  in  Middle 
and  Western  Massachusetts.  Two  propositions  to  dismem- 
ber Worcester  and  the  adjoining  counties  on  each  side, 
originated  in  the  former  county  within  three  years.  In 
1763,  Brig.-Gen.  Ruggles  of  Worcester  and  others  peti- 
tioned for  the  formation  of  another  county  to  be  composed 
of  certain  towns  in  Kastem  Hampshire  and  Westorn  Wor- 
cester. Nortliamjjton  voted  to  Tijnke  no  opposition  to  the 
scheme,  but  nothing  seems  to  have  resulted  from  the  un- 
dertaking. The  year  following  another  county  was  pro- 
jected from  towns  in  Northern  W^orcester  and  Middlesex 
Ooimties,  but  that  also  failed. 

The  shtifeahiM  Road.    A  road  was  laid  from  Northampton  to 

Shirkshire  or  Mnrrayfield  (now  Norwi(  h), 
in  1763,  the  committee  reporting  at  the  March  meeting  the 
following  year.  It  was  built  at  the  expense  of  the  town 
And  was  not  completed  for  two  years.  For  many  yeai-s  it 
was  the  main  road  to  Westhampton.  The  principal  portion 
of  this  highway  seems  to  have  been  constructed  under  the 
superintendence  of  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy.  He  began  the 
work  on  the  11^'  of  September,  I76i,  on  the  "west  side  of 
Bocky  Hill,'*  and  finished  on  the  8"*  of  November.  His 
account  was  kept  by  days'  work.    For  instance,  Monday 
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24*"  Sept.  ,20  days  work  at  the  way.  •  ♦  •  Tuesday  O*** 
October.  29  days  work  at  the  way."  The  whole  number 
of  days'  work  charged  by  him  was  five  hundred  sixty- 
three,  **  reckoning  a  team  and  liand  with  them  two  days  or 
equal  to  2  men."  The  road  commenced  against  Benjamin 
Edwards  pasture  hars  at  Bocky  Hill/'  and  probably  fol- 
lowed the  old  path  to  Park  Hill,  and  to  King's  saw-mill  on 
the  Manhan  River.  Tlie  entire  distance  was  3003  rods, 
about  nine  and  one  half  miles. 

PvosaoatedforMkr    Disorder  was  not  altogothor  coniined  to  one 
Ufltottti[is<diief.  in  the  weok.  wor  entire!}''  to  the  meet- 

ing-house. Only  occasionally,  however,  did 
the  young  misbehave  themselves  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
get  into  the  clutches  of  the  law.  Soon  after  the  apxK>int- 
ment  of  Sunday  wardens,  several  young  men  from  this 
and  other  towns  were  brought  before  the  court,  charged 
with  malicious  mischief.  In  May,  1764,  Elijah  Eing  of 
Charlestown.  K  H.,  Joseph  Burt  of  Korthfield,  and  John 
Hunt' Jr.  of  Northampton,  were  presented  by  the  jury  for 
making  a  riot  and  disturbance  in  Xortham])ton,  and  break- 
ing the  windows  of  the  school-house,  on  the  evening  of 
Jannary  It;.  They  were  discharged.    At  the  same 

time  the  above  named  persons  and  William  Mather  of 
Northamx>ton  were  presented  for  the  following  unlawful 
and  unseemiy  acts.  They  were  charged  with  ''carrying 
away  Ithamar  Strong's  sled ;  taking  down  Benjamin  Ed- 
wards  bam  yard  bars  and  letting  out  his  cattle;  taking 
down  Simeon  Clapp^s  bam  yard  bars;  carrying  away  a 
small  sleigh^  called  a  pung  of  the  value  of  5s*  belonging 
to  Ebenezer  Hunt,  carrying  away  a  small  sleigh  called  a 
pung  of  the  value  of  5s.  belonging  to  Josiali  Clark  Jr., 
taking  down  Bela  Strong's  bars  and  opening  the  doors  of 
his  stable  and  manger  and  letting  the  cattle  into  his  barn, 

1  Slaigiu  or  "  Slajt "  m  thej  ware  sometimes  spelled,  wore  uot  common,  only  six 
ov  9il«ht  iMtnc  Id  use  In  NoithAinptoii  In  17M.  TJ197  ww»  tor  ttte  taott  pmH  oHHauef 

slfJs  with  jtlatik  nuiiifrH,  and  fbose  for  u^lf^  wHh.  cun-  liorst*  wcth  called  "pung*." 
Sleigb-rides  were  uot  amoag  the  winter  diversions  tn  this  section  till  tbe  last  two  d©- 
o«d««  of  the  eighteenth  oentory.  These  Blei«hs  were  quite  Utge,  some  haying  tour 
«e«t8  and  were  oapable  of  holdiot;  twelre  or  flfteen  petsoas.  The  young  peopto  of 
Northampton  rode  down  to  Blias  Lyman's  and  Lemuel  Pomeroy's  in  Sonthampton,  to 
Capt.  Samuel  Fairfield^s  iu  Williamsburg,  and  to  other  plkees  in  the  valley.  Nearly 
«llthe  sleighe  In  the  village  were  ceiled  In  requieition  when  <kD«  ot  tiieae  rides  oo> 
«arred.  OeoMlonnllj  thej  had  »  deaoe  and  usually  took  the  TtUage  fiddler,  a  colored 
aaan,  with  them. 
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talring  up  two  planks  of  the  bridge  over  Little  (Mill)  River 
near  the  house  of  Batlisheha  Hull."  They  were  hued  108. 
each  and  costs.  Bathsheba.  Hull  lived  near  South  Street 
bridge,  and  probably  Little  Mill  Eiver  was  the  mill  trencli. 

Battaabeba  Hnu.  She  was  a  negToss,  widow  of  Amos  Hull, 
and  occupied  a  small  house  on  the  Island 
near  South  Street  bridge,  formed  by  the  Mill  Trench.  She 
bought  the  property  of  John  McLane,  who  had  it  of  his 
father,  Cuthburt  McLane.  The  town  claimed  the  land, 
and  in  1765,  brought  an  action  to  evict  the  negress.  John. 
Webb's  original  home  lot  extended  from  Main  Street  to 
Mill  River.  Wlion  the  lust  urisl-mill  was  built,  a  short 
distance  up  liie  siieaui.  the  trench  for  carrying  away  the 
waste  water  was  dug  across  the  lower  end  of  this  lot,  and 
Webb  relinquished  to  the  town  tJiat  part  of  it  cut  off  by 
the  trench,  receiving  an  equivalent  elsewhere.  On  this 
transaction  the  town  based  its  title  to  the  property,  claim< 
ing  possession  within  thirty  years,  averring  disseizure 
through  John  McLane,  then  of  Suffield.  The  McLanes 
were  squatters  on  the  land,  and  John,  inheriting  from  his 
father,  who  was  for  many  years  supported  by  the  town, 
considered  his  title  good.  This  claim  covered  the  site  of 
the  old  brick  school-house  ^'nst  above  the  old  South  Street 
bridge,  though  it  is  probable  that  the  "bridge  was  then 
somewhat  further  up  the  stream.  In  17(ifJ.  the  case  was 
decided  in  favor  of  the  town,  and  the  next  year  a  vote  was 
passed  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  dwelling-house  in 
which  Bathsheba  Hull  lived,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  town  had  a  legal  right  to  said  house.''  In  case  she 
**  would  not  accept  a  reasonable  price  for  it,"  the  committee 
were  ordered  to  ''demolish  and  abate  the  same  in  such 
manner  as  to  render  it  uninhabitable."  She  probably  sold 
out,  as  there  appears  a  charge  in  the  expense  account  of 
1708,  for  ''carting  Bathsheba's  goods  to  the  lower  end  of 
Pleasant  Street,  Is.  6**."  The  town  afterwards  sold  the 
property.  In  1837,  the  Mill  Trench  was  still  visible,  and 
on  the  Island  were  three  houses  owned  by  the  Hunts,  who 
had  previously  come  into  possession  of  the  Webb  lot.  Now 
every  trace  of  trench  or  Island  has  been  obliterated  by  the 
railroad  embankment. 
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Workhouse  Propoied.    Tti  176n.  a  rommittee  was  constituted  to 

confer  with  t)io  Tieighhoring  "towns  oi" 
Hatfield  and  Hadley,  respecting  the  building  of  a  work- 
house in  conjunction  for  tJie  use  and  benelit  of  the  three 
towns."  Timothy  Dwigtit  Jr.,  Dea,  Ebenezer  Hunt  and 
Col.  8etli  PomeToy,  constituted  this  committee,  bat  noth- 
ing seems  to  have  been  accomplished.  Ko  report  by  them 
is  anywhere  alluded  to  upon  the  records.  On  consideration 
it  was  probably  deemed  a  matter  upon  which  the  towns 
could  not  profitably  enter  into  partnership. 

A  New  Court-Hoaae  The  Court-House  and  Town  Hall,  owned 
In  Agitation.       and  used  jointly  by  the  Town  and  County, 

built  in  1738,  was  old,  and  in  need  of  re- 
pairs. The  question  caine  before  tlie  town  in  1766.  in  the 
form  of  a  threefold  proposition  made  by  the  county  : — that 
the  town  buy  the  share  owned  by  the  county,  join  the 
county  in  Iniikling  anew,  and  in  selling  the  old  one.  A 
committee  was  appuiuted  to  confer  with  the  county  officials 
regarding  the  sale  of  the  property,  but  the  town  refused  to 
do  an3rthing  more  than  its  rateable  proportion  towards 
building  a  new  Court-House.  Ko  terms  satisfactory  to 
either  party  were  arranged  at  this  time.  A  proposition 
was  made  the  next  year  to  purchase  the  home  lot  of  Elisha 
Alvord,  comer  of  Main  and  King  Streets,  as  a  site  for  the 
new  court-house,  ''soon  to  be  erected/'  but  the  town  re- 
fused to  make  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose.  At  the 
same  time,  however,  it  was  voted  "to  repair  the  town 
house  underpinning  as  may  render  it  safe,  and  so  not  to 
expose  any  person's  life  by  falling."  Town-meetings  con- 
tinued to  be  held  in  this  building  till  1777,  and  after  that 
time  in  the  Court-llouee,  till  1814,  when  a  new  Town  Hall 
was  Imilt,  In  1782,  the  Town  and  County  united  in  the 
sale  of  the  old  building,  when  Robert  Breck  paid  the  town 
£4.8.9  for  one  half  of  it. 

AVewOoart>HouM    The  proposition  to  build  a  new  Court- 
Bviit.  House,  brought  before  the  County  Court 

in  1766,  was  the  occasion  of  the  above 
named  action  by  the  town.  William  Williams  of  Deerfield 
and  OliTer  Partridge  of  Hatfield,  together  with  others, 
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petitioned  tlie  Court  of  General  SessioTis  of  t*he  Ppace,  at 
the  KovemVier  term  of  that  year,  for  a  Dew  Court-House. 
They  complained  that  the  oldbuildiu^R;  was  "greatly  out  of 
repair  and  incommodious  *  *  *  that  as  the  courts  at 
Northampton  are  usually  held  in  the  winter  in  cold  and  in- 
clement weatlier,  your  Petitioners  &  others  necessarily  at« 
tending  said  courts  are  sabject  and  exposed  to  great  Danger 
of  Loss  of  health  by  reason  of  said  Building  being  in  want 
of  Repairs/'  and  asked  "that  a  new  Building  be  speedily 
erected  for  that  purpose,**  or  the  old  house  repaired.  The 
court  at  c»nce  ordered  that  £100  should  be  raised  in  the  next 
county  tax  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  Court-House^ 
and  appointed  Col.  Partridg'e  and  Eleazer  Porter  a  commit- 
tee to  confer  with  the  town  of  Northampton  to  as'f^ertain 
whether  the  town  wonld  purchase  the  old  one,  or  would 
unite  with  the  county  in  selling  it,  or  in  building'  anew. 
At  the  March  term  following,  tlie  committee  reported  that 
the  town  refused  to  entertain  either  of  the  propositions. 
Timothy  D wight  Jr.,  Oapt.  William  Lyman,  Mr.  Solomon 
Stoddard  of  Northampton,  Col.  Partridge  of  Hatfield,  and 
Eleazer  Porter  Esq.  of  Hadley,  were  constituted  a  commit- 
tee  to  '*  form  a  model  of  a  Court  House,'*  provide  the  ma- 
terials, and  proceed  to  erect  the  building.  The  court  also 
ordered  the  committee  to  "set  the  s^  house  upon  the  Rise 
of  Ground  before  Capt.  Lyman's  dwelling  house."  At  the 
ad  journed  March  term,  the  court  ordered  that  £30  should 
be  ])aid  to  each  of  the  Court-House  committee,  very  prob- 
ably as  compensation  for  their  labor  in  preparing  the 
"model."'  In  August,  1767,  the  court  ordered,  "as  the 
Rise  of  ground  in  front  of  Capt.  William  Lyman's  hous& 
was  not  convenient  for  the  purpose,**  that  the  committee 
should  "  set "  the  new  Court-House  on  the  southerly  side 
of  Daniel  Pomeroy's  dwelling-house  at  or  near  the  place 
known  then  by  the  name  of  the  Poplar  Tree.^*'  This  was 
on  the  cx)mmon  at  the  junction  of  Main,  Elm  and  West 
Streets,  in  front  of  Smith  College.  The  committee  at  once 
proceeded  with  the  work  part  of  the  foundation  stone  was 
delivered  there  and  the  excavation  commenced. 

1  Daniel  PoDMCoy  Ured  on  tlM  lot  now  oooupled  hj  tbo  Oatliollo  Cluiroh,  aad  hU 
haoM  wM  long  known  aa  tho  **  Bod  Tnvom." 
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Ttoabie  about  the    Some  difficulty  seems  to  have  developed  in 
8ii»ottike Build-    reference  to  the  location  of  the  now  build- 
ing,  the  court  ordering  two  changes  before 
it  was  dehuitely  settled.    No  one  seems  to  have  suggested 
placing  it  on  the  site  of  the  old  Court^House,  which  was 
the  most  central  and  convenient  position,  and  as  it  proved 
quite  near  the  point  finally  adopted.   It  stood  in  the  high- 
way, at  the  intersection  of  Main  and  King  Streets,  sonth- 
east  of  the  present  Conrt-Honse.   When  the  decision  to 
place  the  bniMing  in  front  of  Oapt.  William  Lyman's^ 
honse  was  made  known,  the  location  was  deemed  so  nnaat- 
isfactory  that  certain  citizens  of  Northampton  endeavored 
to  procure  the  Elisha  Alvord  homestead,  on  Meeting- Ho  use 
Hill,  for  that  purpose.    In  March,  the  town  refused  to  aid 
in  the  purchase,  but  a  committee,  consisting  of  Ebonezer 
Hunt.  Joseph  Hawley,  and  Timothy  Dwight  Jr.,  proceeded 
to  raise  the  needed  sum  of  money  hy  subscription.   In  the 
meantime  the  court  changed  the  location.    During  the 
summer  the  committee  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  funds 
with  which  to  purchase  the  Alvord  place.   One  hundred 
thirty  pounds  were  contributed  by  fifty-five  persons  from 
Northampton,  and  one  from  Hatfield^  and  the  land  was 
deeded  to  the  county    for  the  purpose  of  a  Green  or  Com- 
mon and  for  erecting  a  Court  House,  or  Court  Houses 
thereon.'*    At  the  November  term  the  court  a] (proved  tho 
purchase,  accepted  the  deed,  and  ordered  tlie  coraniittee  to 
construct  and  fiuish  the  Court-House  at  that  place. 


site  of  th»  K«Tr  The  laud  on  which  the  new  Court-House 
Conrt'HonM.  ^-3,^  built,  was  first  granted  in  l^uo  to  Sam- 
uel Allen,  when  his  liouse  ou  King  Street 
was  burned  by  the  Indians.  It  afterwards  came  into  the 
possession  of  Saul  Alvord.  He  sold  it  in  1763  or  1763  to 
Elisha  Alvord,  and  removed  to  Bolton.   The  committee  of 

1  It  Is  soBiewlwt  tmowtAlii  vbere  Capt.  WlUlam  Lgrmui  lived  at  this  time,  bat 

probably  it  wa?  on  Main  Ptrpet,  on  n-hat  -n-as  aftocwarrts  the  property  of  Judg'o 
Joseph  Lym»n,  just  west  the  preseac^  Mausiou  House  block  (wh<'re  uuw  are  the 
•toree  of  F.  W.  Bobetts,  P.  H.  Dewey,  K.  H.  Banister,  moA Bon  March^}.  Tet  nothing 
now  indleatee  that  any  speelal  ''^  Blae  ot  eronnd  ^*  eTor  existed  there,  unless  it  mmy 
be  that  the  top  of  the  bill  at  the  head  of  South  Street,  was  so  designated.  Col.  UTil- 
liam  Lyman  bought  the  homeyteftd  In  1757.  Lit^ur.  William  Lymau  lived  on  Pleasant 
dtxeeti  in  1748,  but  the  topography  of  that  street  irouid  soofonu  stUl  less  than  tha 
other  to  the  desoiiptlon  In  the  court  reoordi. 
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citizens  having  the  matter  in  charge  bought  of  the  widow 
of  Elisha  Pomeroy,  the  homestead  at  the  corncT  of  Main 
and  South  Streets,  and  exchanged  the  .same  witli  Alvord 
for  his  home  lot  on  Meeting-House  Hill.  In  1768,  the  uew 
building  was  finished,  and  the  committee  reported  that 
they  had  expended  £353  on  the  structure.  Courts  were 
first  held  in  the  new  building  in  February  1769.* 

1  FtordMntptloiiaiidplaiiof  ptopcrtyieeAppeiidlz. 


CHAPTER  XXIII 


POLITICAL  MATTERS— CENSUS— JAIL—NEW  TOWNS. 

Agitotion  ForMimd-   BEFORE  the  close  of  the  seveii  years'  war 
owing  tiie  Beroiu-        agitation  which  resulted  in  the  Bevo- 
lution,  commenced.   England  proposed  to 
tax  the  colonies  for  revenue,  and  on  that  line  proceeded  to 

legislate  for  America.  The  people  denied  the  right  of  tax- 
ation without  representation,  and  protested  vigorously 
against  the  arbitrary  legislation  of  the  British  Parliament. 
Opi)OsitioTi  to  the  British  goveniiiient  did  not  spring  up  in 
a  single  night.  Aware  of  their  dependence  upon  the 
mother-country,  the  colonies  were  loyal  to  the  King.  In- 
dependence had  at  first  little  or  no  foundation  in  the  nunds 
of  the  people  of  New  England.  Men  who  afterwards  he- 
came  leaders  in  the  struggle  for  liherty,  were  reared  in 
loyalty,  and  basked  in  the  snnshine  of  kingly  favor.  Bven 
when  the  laws  of  his  ministers  became  burdensome  and 
oppressive,  they  still  honored  the  Xing  as  good  and  loyal 
subjects.  While  the  hand  of  England  lay  lightly  upon 
'them  they  had  no  thought  of  independence.  But  when 
the  usurpation  of  power  led  to  oppressive  legislation,  no 
other  method  of  relief  presented  itself.  The  preliminary 
struggles  which  led  up  to  open  warfare,  are  so  familiar  that 
there  is  no  need  even  of  recapitulation.  But  occasionally  the 
town  records  contain  an  allusion  to  j)assing  events  in  this 
great  controversy,  and  in  order  to  obtain  a  clear  under- 
standing of  towji  action  thereon,  a  more  detailed  reference 
to  the  specific  measures  that  called  forth  that  action  is 
deemed  necessary. 
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Obuojuou*  Laws.  Wrifcs  of  assistauce,  search  warrants  au- 
thorizing revenue  officers  to  enter  any  man's 
house,  day  or  night,  and  break  open  doors,  trunks,  boxes 
and  packages  in  search  for  goods  suspected  of  having  been 
imported  without  the  payment  of  duties,  were  among  the 
first  of  the  obnoxious  laws  that  paved  the  way  to  inde< 
pendence.  These  laws  were  first  issued  in  1761,  and  though 
not  liable  to  be  put  in  practice  to  any  great  extent  in  the 
valley  towns,  the  agitation  concerning  them  was  not  with- 
out its  effpot  upon  the  population,  however  remote  from 
the  seashore.  Then  followed  the  sugar  tax,  by  which  a 
duty  of  six]HMU'e  was  levie<l  upon  every  gallon  of  molasses 
imported  miu  the  colony.  But  the  Stamp  Act,  coupled 
Mntli  renewed  and.  vigorous  enforcemeut  of  the  naviefation 
Laws  against  smuggling,  was  one  of  the  exciting  causes 
that  roused  the  patriotism  of  the  people.  The  latter,  en- 
forced by  the  naval  and  military  forces,  was  particularly 
obnoxious.  It  violated  the  sanctity  of  private  life,  and 
gave  liberty,  under  the  pretence  of  searching  after  contra- 
band goods,  for  an  entry  into  every  man's  house,  against 
whom  an  unscruptdous  enemy  might  have  sworn  an  infor- 
mation. Smarting  under  the  effects  of  these  inquisitory 
laws,  it  required  but  the  imposition  of  the  Stamp  Act  to 
call  out  a.  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  people  that 
ended  in  riotous  proceedings. 

The  Stamp  Act.  Intelligence  of  the  passage  of  the  Stamp 
Act  reached  Boston  in  May,  1765.  The 
reception  it  met  with  may  be  considered  as  the  opening 
act  of  the  Revolution,  and  though  the  impopular  law  was 
soon  repealed,  the  seeds  of  liberty  were  too  strongly  planted 
to  be  afterwards  eradicated.  In  Boston  the  excitement  in- 
creased, and  in  August  reached  the  boiling  point.  Some  of 
the  officers,  influential  in  passing  the  unsatisfactory  enact- 
ment, were  "burned  in  eflSgy  by  the  citizens,  which  fur)', 
augmented  by  what  it  fed  on.  soon  burst  into  rioting.  The 
honses  of  several  ])roininent  men  were  broken  open,  and 
their  contents  desti'oyed  or  carried  away.  The  better  dis- 
posed of  the  people  mot  at  Faneuil  Hall  tlie  next  <lay,  de- 
nounced these  unlawful  proceedings,  and  called  upon  the 
authorities  to  take  measures  to  prevent  further  outbreaks. 
With  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  came  a  demand  from 
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Parliament  for  compensation  from  the  colony  for  the  losses 
occasioned  by  the  rioters.  This  pi*opo.«ition  was  discussed 
in  the  House  of  Deputies  at  its  midsummer  session,  and  a 
majority  voted  against  raising  any  money  by  tax.  to  meet 
these  losses.  In  this  debate.  Major  Hawley,  represeatative 
from  Northampton,  was  bold  and  outspoken  in  opposition. 
It  was  on  this  occasion  that  he  electrified  his  hearers  by  the 
assertion  that  "the  Parliament  of  Great  Biitain  has  no 
right  to  legislate  for  us/'  and  for  which  he  received  then 
and  there  the  public  thanks  of  his  friend  and  compatriot, 
James  Otis.  A  bill  was  presented  which  proposed  a  grant 
to  meet  these  losses,  on  condition  that  a  free  pardon  should 
be  given  to  all  persons  concerned  in  the  outbreak.  In 
order  to  feel  the  pnlse  of  their  conRtituents,  this  bill  was 
printed  and  sent  to  the  several  towns. 

The  Town  acts  upou    ill  xsorthamptou,  the  matter  was  brought 
the  Biu.  before  the  town,  November  24***,  1766,  by 

the  following  article  in  the  warrant :  — 

"  To  consider  of  a  Bill  now  pending  in  tibe  House  of  RepreeentatiTeB 
entitled  An  Act  for  granting  compensation  to  the  Snfferers  &  of  free 

&  general  Pardon,  Indemnity  &  oblivion  to  the  oifendetH  in  the  late 
times  &  to  give  Instructio&s  to  their  representative  fur  bis  c<»idact 
abont  the  same."  * 

A  committee  of  ii  ve  perf^ons;;  cons i. st  ing  of  Capt.  [Timo- 
thy] Dwight,  Dea.  [Ebenezer]  Hunt,  Mr.  Gad  LyinuM.  Mr. 
Solomon  Stoddard,  and  Col,  Seth  Pomeroy,  was  author- 
ized to  consider  the  subject  and  report.  At  the  afternoon 
session-  the  committee  presented  their  conclusions.  Then 
followed  the  subjoined  action  by  the  meeting  :  — 

The  Qoestion  was  put  whether  tAiey  would  instmot  their  represent- 
atlve  to  give  his  vote  that  the  Said  Bill  Should  pass  to  be  enacted,  &  it 

passed  in  the  neprative.  Then  the  Question  was  pnt  whether  they 
would  accept  the  report  of  their  Said  Ck>mmittee,  on  the  said  bill,  Se 
it  passed  in  the  negative.  Then  it  was  moved  that  the  following  Quee> 
tion  might  be  pnt,  to  wit Whether  it  was  the  mind  of  the  Town 
that  upon  all  matters  that  are  or  may  be  under  the  Consideratioa  of  the 
Said  house  of  representatives  during  the  present  Session,  Their  repre- 
sentative Should  Act  according  to  his  best  Judgment  &  discretion*  on 
bearing  the  debates  thereon  in  that  house,  whereupon  the  Said  Quos- 
tkm  was  put  &  it  passed  in  the  af&rmative." 

1  Barry^s  Mass.,  vol.  2,  p.  828. 

S  The  Tiews  of  Mr.  Hawl«^y,  then  represatitatlTft,  bad  alXMdy  been  made  known 

by  him,  at  tlie  previous  session  of  the  legislature. 
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The  Town  Undseided.    Evidently  the  town,  divided  in  sentiment 

on  the  question,  and  unwilling  to  commit 
itself  upon  the  issue,  selected  the  best  way  out  of  the 
dileuuna^  by  voting  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  its  repre« 
sentative.  What  discussion  occurred  in  the  town-meeting, 
or  even  what  may  have  been  the  report  of  the  committee, 
is  not  known,  as  that  document  has  not  been  preserved. 
It  is  possible,  judging  from  the  political  complexion  of  the 
committee,  as  developed  later,  that  they  may  have  reported 
in  favor  of  the  jri  ait.  but  against  the  indemnity.  It  is 
not  probable  that  they  favored  the  passage  of  the  bi11  as 
a  whole,  nor  that  they  proposed  to  put  the  matter  unre- 
servedly into  the  hands  of  their  representative,  as  both  of 
these  suggestions  were  voted  ou  independently  of  their 
report. 

Tbe  Bill  pMMd  This  Committee  contained  in  the  persons  of 
tbeLestetatoiv.  Timothy  Dwight  and  Solomon  Stoddard, 
two  individuals  who  were  afterwards 
avowed  tones,  and  one  at  least  of  the  others  is  believed  to 
have  had  strong  predilections  in  that  direction.  The  re- 
sult, however,  was  doridcdlvin  favor  of  the  bill,  for  which 
Major  Hawley  had  already  committed  himself.  During 
the  debate  in  the  legislature,  he  made  slrong  opposition  to 
any  grant  unless  accompanied  by  the  indemnity  clause. 
A  majority  of  the  towns  decided,  like  Northampton,  to 
abide  by  the  decision  of  their  representatives,  and  the 
House  voted  at  first  to  raise  no  money  for  such  a  purpose 
by  taxation.  After  further  discussion,  however,  an  act 
substantially  in  accordance  with  the  proposition  sent  to  the 
towns,  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Deputies,  by  a  majority 
of  eighteen  votes.  It  was  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  and 
with  reluctance  signed  by  the  Governor.  This  act  was 
subsequently  annulled  by  the  King,  but  not  before  the  pro- 
vision granting  compensation  had  been  carried  out. 

Further  Strife  witti  Politics  came  once  more  to  the  front  in 
PMriiunMitaryLaws.  the  year  1768,  when  the  town  was  called 

upon  to  join  in  a  convention  to  be  held  in 
Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  upon  the  position  of 
affairs.  A  brief  summary  of  the  events  which  led  up  to 
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this  movement  will  indicate  the  oritical  point  which  the 
controversy  witli  the  home  s:()vernniont  liati  reached,  as 
well  as  the  conservative  position  assiiraed  by  the  town. 
Feeling  in  the  niaritinie  towns  was  much  tnore  intense  than 
in  Ine  iuterior  of  the  state,  and  while  the  citizens  ol"  North- 
ampton were  ever  patriotic  and  ready  to  uphold  their 
rights,  they  were  in  no  haste  to  follow  blindly  the  lead  of 
the  Boston  populace,  though  guided  by  such  men  as  Otis» 
Adams  and  Warren.    The  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  did 
not  end  the  struggle  to  derive  revenue  from  the  colonies. 
A  tax  was  levied  on  glass,  paper,  painters'  colors,  and  tea, 
a  Board  of  Customs  was  establislied,  and  writs  of  assist^ 
ance  legalized.   These  laws  alarmed  the  people  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  did  the  Stamp  Act,  and  resistance  to 
them  was  at  once  determined  upon.   The  citizen?  of  Boston 
voted  in  town -meeting;'  to  refuse  to  import  certain  articles 
of  British  mannfaci  ure.  and  to  economize  in  the  consump- 
tion of  many  others.    Resolutions  were  passed  hy  the  Leg- 
islature discouraging  the  use  of  British  manufactured  arti- 
cles, and  recommending  those  of  American  production. 
An  English  war  vessel  impressed  seamen  in  Boston,  and  a 
vessel  belonging  to  John  Hancock  was  seized  on  charge  of 
defrauding  the  revenue.    Several  mass-meetings  of  the 
people  were  held  in  which  Adams  and  Otis  denounced  with 
vigor  these  acts  of  their  oppressors.   The  anniversary  of 
the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  enthusiastically  celebrated, 
but  no  overt  act  was  committed.   While  all  was  excite- 
ment and  men's  passions  were  at  fever  heat,  instructions 
were  received  ordering  the  Legislature  to  re^^cind  its  anti- 
importation  resolutions.    This  was  refused,  and  Gov.  Bar- 
nard pmrogned  the  General  Court.    Agaiii  tlie  merchants 
of  Boston  plcdiied  themselves  to  import  no  -rniTchandise 
from  Kn gland,  except  such  as  was  absolutely  necessary. 
All  but  sixteen  of  them  signed  the  agreement,  and  the  arti- 
cles upon  which  duties  had  been  imposed  were  especially 
prohibited.    At  a  mass-meeting  held  in  Faueuil  Hall,  ia 
September,  it  was  resolved  that  "  the  inhabitants  of  Bos- 
ton will,  at  thf»  utmost  peril  of  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
maintain  and  defend  their  rights,  liberties,  privileges  and 
immunities.**    It  was  also  decided  at  this  meeting  to  call  a 
convention  of  all  the  towns,  within  two  weeks,  and  the 
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selectmen  ot  Boston  were  requested  to  correspoud  with  the 
several  townp.  asking  tlieir  co-operation.  The  circular 
addretssed  to  the  towns  suggested  as  au  occasion  for  the 
conyention,  the  possibility  of  a  war  with  Jraace,  as  well 
as  the  fact  that  no  Legislature  could  be  convened.  Since 
dissolving  the  last  one  theQovernor  had  refused  to  author- 
ize another. 

Tho  Town  eoti^eit     A  special  town-meeting  was  called  to  con- 
tbo  Matter.  sider  this  proposition,  on  the  81'*  of  Sep- 

tember. Nothint^  remains  to  show 
whether  the  question  waf?  discussed  or  not.  The  only 
record  concerning  it  is  the  following  extract  from  the  town 
records  signed  by  "  Joseijh  Hawley,  Mod.** 

Then  the  d^aestion  wae  put  whether  the  Towu  would  appomt  a 
Oommittee  to  Act  for  them  in  conTenlion  with  Such  as  may  be  Sent 
from  the  SeTeral  Towns  in  this  province  to  be  AsaemUed  at  FanenCL 

Hall,  in  Boston,  on  thnrsday  the  Twpnty-fiecond  day  nf  September 
Instant,  to  consult  and  advise  Such  measures  as  his  Majesty's  subjects 
in  this  province  may  require  anti  it  passed  in  the  negative  ano  Solo 
oontradioente.  Sizty-fiTe  or  six  Toters  were  pveeent." 

Aoti<m  of  the  OoD'    Northampton  was  amon  g  the  small  minority 
Ttntum.  of  towns  that  declined  to  take  part  in  these 

proceedings.  Ninety-six  towns  and  eight 
districts  were  represented.  After  a  session  of  six  days, 
during  which  time  pendins?  ouestions  were  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, the  convention  (iissolved,  having  denounced  the 
ungracious  legislation  of  England,  and  renewed  their  pro- 
test against  the  unwholesome  and  unwelcome  laws,  with  so 
much  cantion  and  discretion,  withal,  that  those  on  the 
watch  for  it  were  unable  to  detect  a  single  trace  of  treason 
in  any  of  their  transactions. 

DistriotA  ftti4  itoi   For  upwards  of  twenty  years  succeeding 
Towns  Instituted,   the  incorporation  of  Southampton  as  a  dis- 
trict, Northampton  was  represented  in  the 

General  Court  by  only  three  different  persons.  During 
this  time,  and  down  to  178(1,  a  period  of  thirty-three  years, 
Northampton  and  Southampton  constituted  one  represent- 
ative district.  Some  years  before  the  latter  town  was  .?et 
off,  a  distinctive  blow  was  aimed  at  ^jopular  government  in 


ins.]  POLITICAL  1CATTBR8--0BNSUS— JAIL— NEW  TOWNS.  337 


the  colonies  hy  rostricting  the  niimher  of  representatives 
in  the  lower  House.  Instructions  were  issued  that  no  more 
towns  shouhi  he  constituted  with  the  privilege  of  represen- 
tation. Hence  for  many  years  all  municipal  incorpora- 
tions were  erected  into  districts,  but  without  authority  to 
send  deputies  to  the  General  Court.'  Gideon  Lyman  was 
representative  from  the  donhle  district  in  1754, 1755»  1757 ; 
Timothy  I>wight  for  eight  years  in  succession,  from  1758  to 
1765 ;  and  Joseph  Hawley  in  1754,  1755,  and  for  nine  years 
consecutively  from  1766.  In  1764,  while  Timothy  Dwight 
represented  Northampton,  Joseph  Hawley  seems  to  hare 
served  in  the  same  capacity  for  Southampton.  A  change 
was  made  in  the  law  in  17B6,  and  every  town  was  author- 
ised to  send  a  representative. 

Tbo  Meeting-House    Notwithstanding  the  hardship  and  disaster 
too  smaiL  attendant  upon  the  seven  years*  war,  the 

town  continued  to  increase  in  wealth  and 
numbers.  So  large  had  become  the  population  three  years 
after  the  war  closed,  that  the  meeting-house,  only  thirty 
years  in  existence,  was  altogether  too  small,  and  the  people 
had  been  for  some  time  planning  for  its  enlargement.  All 
the  available  space  for  sittings  had  been  utilized,  and  still 
there  was  not  room  enonrrh.  Several  of  these  suggestions 
have  already  heeu  enumerated,  some  of  them  had  been 
ordered,  Ijut  few  apparently  had  been  carried  out.  In  1767, 
a  df-fiiiite  proposition  was  made  tn  enlarge  the  structure, 
but  the  town  was  not  ready  for  the  undertaking,  and  it  was 
promptly  negatived. 

poofhoQM  PtoTidQd.  During  the  same  year  it  was  voted  to  build 

a  house  with  two  rooms  for  the  use  of  the 
poor,  but  the  committee  chosen  to  consider  the  matter  re- 
ported that  the  house  of  Simeon  Root  could  be  hired  for 
that  pnrpose,  and  the  selectmen  were  directed  to  secure  the 
property. 

c«wu»o£  the  Town.  Three  years  previous  to  this  last  attempt 

to  enlarge  the  meeting-house,  a  census  of 
the  town  was  taken,  as  Major  Hawley  says,  "by  order  of 
the  King  of  England."  The  result  was  as  follows : — num- 

1  HolUoid*!  Hlitovy  of  WMtwn  ManaohiiMtta,  vol.  1,  p.  SOB. 
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ber  of  (IwelliTig-liouses,  187  ;  uuinber  of  families,  302 ;  num- 
ber of  males  over  IG,  '639 ;  number  of  males  under  16,  313 ; 
number  of  females  over  16,  333 ;  number  of  females  under 
16,  381 ;  total  number  of  males,  651 ;  total  number  of  fe- 
males, 614 ;  aggregate  of  population,  1365.  One  family  of 
nine  persons  was  omitted,  wMch  increases  the  total  to  1374. 
In  addition  there  were  ten  negroes,  five  males  and  five  fe- 
males. Apparently  they  were  nearly  all  slaves,  and  were 
difitribnted  in  the  following  families Mrs.  Prudence 
Stoddard,  widow  of  ('ol.  John,  one  female  ;  Lieut.  Caleb 
Strong,  one  Tn.'ile  ;  Joseph  and  Jonathan  Clapp,  one  each  ; 
Joseph  Hunt,  one  of  eacli  sex.  There  was  one  negro  at 
Moses  Kingsley's,  not  a  slave,  another  at  Zadoc  Danks,  and 
Bathsheba  Hull  was  then  living  near  South  Street  bridge. 
This  seems  to  have  been  the  first  numbering  of  the  people 
on  record. 

other BtatfMtosMd  III  1764,  the  town  valuation  usually  taken 
"FwmtiM.''  in  November,  amounted  to  ^14,928.9 ;  the 
number  of  polls  wa.s  310.  Tlie  province 
tax  was  jei^84.8.1i  :  representative's  pay,  £1;],  10  ;  town  tax, 
£355.13.4};  county  tax,  £33.3,7;  the  entire  province,  coun- 
ty and  town  tax  amount^  to  £586.1o.2|.  In  making  out 
the  tax  list  the  term  '  facultys  "  was  used  to  designate  any 
business  other  than  farming.  The  amounts  assessed  on 
faculties  varied  from  year  to  year.  In  1761,  they  came 
high.  Samuel  Clark,  saddler,  was  taxed  £25  worth  of 
''faculty;*'  J.  Hodge,  tailor,  £25;  Elisha  Lyman,  joiner, 
£15 ;  Samuel  Mather,  physician,  £40 ;  Joseph  Hawley,  law- 
yer, £40 ;  Lieut.  Caleb  Strong,  tanner,  £40.  In  this  term 
** faculty"  was  included  tools,  stock  in  toade,  profession, 
etc.  To  show  the  depreciation  in  the  valne  of  tbese  facul- 
ties, a  few  of  thosp  personal  taxes  for  the  year  '\7^"^9,  are 
given  ;  —  Quartiis  i^'omeroy,  blacksmith,  £15  ;  Joseph  Haw- 
ley, lawyer,  £20  ;  Dr.  Samuel  Matlier,  £10  ;  Elisha  T.ynian, 
joiner,  £4  j  Caleb  Strong,  tanner,  £30 ;  Ebenezer  Hunt, 
hatter,  £60 ;  Seth  Pomeroy,  blacksmith,  £^0;  Daniel  Hitch-  ' 
cock,  lawyer,  £20 ;  Qeorge  Hodge,  tailor,  £6 ;  Joel  Bart- 
lett,  weaver,  £6 ;  Robert  Breck,  trader,  £10 ;  Ezra  dark, 
weaver,  tanner,  ferryman,  £10;  Joseph  Hutchius,  shoe- 
maker, £8 ;  Asa  Wright,  shoemaker,  £10 ;  John  Lyman, 
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£3.    Houses  were  valued  in  fj-oiri  £2  to  £7  ;  barns  and 

shops,  at  50s.,  40s..  and  30s.  :  hnme  lots  on  Hawloy  Street, 
from  £3  to  £4  ;  on  Main  and  Pleasant  Streets,  M  to  £7  ; 
on  Souili  Street,  at  £.S.  Tlie  best  meadow-land  was  Talnod 
at  66s.  per  acre,  and  varied  from  45s.  to  50s,.  and  on  Soiitli 
Street  at  40s.  per  acre.  Improved  uplands  were  commonly 
▼alued  at  208.,  and  some  nearest  the  home  lots,  at  from  25s. 
to  90s.  Oxen  were  valued  at  40s.  each ;  horses,  three  years 
old,  40s. ;  cows,  three  years  old,  30s. ;  swine,  one  year  old, 
8s. ;  sheep  and  goats,  at  3s. 

A  seyers  Storm.  A  terrible  storm  of  rain,  accompanied  by 
thunder  and  lightning,  occurred  on  the  5*^ 
of  July,  1769.  For  several  hours  the  rain  fell  in  torrents, 
and  the  meadows  were  covered  witb  water  to  the  depth  of 
three  or  fonr  feet.  Mnrh  damage  was  done  to  tlie  i-oads 
and  bridges,  and  large  quantities  of  hay  were  carried  off 
by  the  flood.  During  the  storm  the  house  of  Dea.  Jona- 
than Hunt  was  struck  by  lightning.  The  fluid  entered  at 
the  top  of  the  chimney,  and  descended  to  the  lower  floor, 
where  two  of  his  children,  Jonathan,  aged  15,  and  Thank- 
ful, aged  7,  were  standing.  Both  were  instantly  killed. 
The  house  was  but  slightly  damaged. 

An Bxtoasire Flood.  January  of  the  following  year  was  made 

meinorable  by  a  great  flood.    The  streams 

were  all  raised  al)ove  tlieir  banks,  and  many  bridges  were 
carried  away.  Den.  Ebenezer  Hunt,  who  oceupied  the 
property  east  of  the  present  City  Hall,  extending  from 
Main  Street  to  Mill  Kiver,  ha&  left  the  following  account 
of  it !  — 

"  Jauy  7,  a  great  rain  with  South  wind,  the  Mill  river  broke  up.  aud 
the  ice  carried  off  LicUngwater  bridge.  It  was  cme  of  the  highest 
floods  that  any  person  remembers  in  Mill  Biyer,  when  the  Ghreat  Biver 
did  not  set  np.  It  was  soon  over  the  bank  in  my  home  lot.'' 

Within  a  few  days  a  town-meeting  was  held,  which  voted 
almost  unanimously/'  to  rebuild  the  bridge,  as  the  records 
read,  **  m  the  road  to  Lickingwater.*'  The  committee  was 

instructed  to  build  it  in  the  new  form  and  method  of  con- 
structing bridges  lately  gone  into  by  the  town."  A  foot- 
bridge was  constructed  for  use  while  the  other  was  in 
building. 
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PvtNiiiiig  the  Meet-  TitMiig-meii  were  instracted  in  1769,  "to 
iDc^HoiueooSan-  prevent  disorders  among  the  young  people 

and  children  in  time  of  worship  in  tlie 
house  of  God,  tho'  they  be  under  the  necessity  of  walking 
about  the  house  to  suppress  them."  Unruly  indeed  must 
have  been  the  young  provincials,  when  it  became  necessary 
to  ordei-  the  meeting-house  to  be  patrolled  during  service  in 
order  to  keep  them  within  bounds.  From  the  numerous 
votes  passed,  and  by-laws  adopted  at  different  times  for 
their  regulation,  and  noted  in  these  pages,  it  may  be  safely 
inferred  that  the  young  in  those  days  had  no  very  great 
respect  for  sacred  things.  Apparently  the  good  people, 
while  they  insisted  that  every  one,  old  and  young,  should 
attend  public  worship,  did  not  impress  upon  their  children 
the  pro|>nety  of  the  outward  observ.*xncc  of  their  cherished 
ceremonials.  All  attempts  to  manage  the  younger  element 
in  the  meeting-house  seem  to  have  been  without  result. 
Three  years  after,  the  above  vote  was  renewed,  aud  a  com- 
mittee chosen  to  draft  a  by-law  toucliing  this  matter,  bat 
no  definite  action  by  it  is  apparent. 

pMcommnflk  peo-   For  Several  years  the  people  living  at  Pas- 
piowant  aabiMth   commuck  and  Bartlett's  Mills  (Easthamp- 
ton),  had  been  agitating  the  question  of 
better  accommodations  on  the  Sabbath.   They  lived  at 

conmderahle  distance  from  the  center  of  tho  town,  and 
many  tiin(>s  in  the  year,  especially  during  ili''  vrinter 
months,  it  was  difficult  for  them  to  get  there  ;  the  meuting- 
htniso  was  crowded,  and  they  desired  that  servic(^  might 
be  held  in  their  vicinity.  Accurdiugly  in  i7Uy,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  **  to  consult  and  agree  upon  some  meas- 
ures for  the  ease  and  relief  of  the  good  people  at  the  farms 
in  their  attendance  upon  the  public  worship  of  Gk>d  which 
they  are  desirous  of  &  have  motioned  it  to  the  town  to  con- 
sider of  at  this  time,'*  and  to  report  at  some  future  meet- 
ing. At  a  meeting  held  in  March  of  the  following  yecur, 
the  committee  suggested  that  the  whole  matter  should  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  another  committee,  who  should  be 
instructed 

•"to  view  the  situation  of  the  Said  Farmers  Settlements  &  also  the 
lands  in  those  parts  of  the  Town  which  are  Suitable  &  hkely  soon  to  be 
HtUed  A  npoa  sodi  general  view  to  pitch  upon  a  Bgcit  for  a  meeting 
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house  to  acL'<>raiu()<lH.te  wnch  Farmers  &  oTit  SettleiueiitH  &  that  when 
they  bbould  have  fixed  apun  the  spot  the  said  committee  should  make 
the  same  known  to  aU  the  Inhabitants  living  at  snch  terms  &  as  soon 
a£  might  he  learn  from  the  said  InhaMtents  dwelling  at  the  piskcm 
above  said  who  &  what  numljer  of  them  would  consent  to  assemble  at 
the  said  jdace  pitched  ou  by  the  said  committee  for  a  meeting  honse, 
provided  that  the  town  would  set  up  a  meeting  house  at  the  said  place 
at  the  expense  of  the  Town  &  ateo  grant  the  monies  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  winter  preaching  there.*' 

This  report  was  cousidered  and  accepted  and  a  committee 
of  five  persons  chosen  "for  the  service  proposed  in  said 
report.''  Nothing  satisfactory  seems  to  have  been  accom- 
plished at  this  time,  and  within  three  years  the  settlers  in 
that  section  petitioned  to  he  set  off  into  a  town  by  them- 
selves. 

"Ltokingwator'*      This  year  a  log  school-Louso  was  built  "on 
School.  the  south  side  of  Mill  river,  in  that  part  of 

the  town  called  '  Lickingwater.' Some 
opposition  was  manifested  and  an  nnauooessfnl  attempt 
was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  was  author- 
ized, hut  a  school  was  established  there,  and  scholars  from 
Bartlett's  Mills  were  allowed  to  attend.  In  1771,  an  article 
was  inserted  in  the  warrant  for  the  May  meeting  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  allowing  females  to  attend  this  school. 
When  the  matter  came  up  in  the  meeting,  it  was  found 
that  those  who  "  were  to  be  benefitted  by  it  did  not  desire 
it  and  it  was  dropt/'  This  is  the  first  allusion  to  the  school- 
ing of  girls  upon  the  public  records.  The  building  must 
liave  be*Mi  poorly  constructed,  as  the  next  jotiv  it  seemed  to 
be  in  need  of  repairs,  but  the  town  refused  to  make  an  ap- 
pro])riation  for  that  purpose,  thougli  in  Tii'J  it  was  rough 
boax'ded  in  ordei*  to  make  it  mure  comfortable. 

GhMigeistbeSsB-  1770,  Col.  Israel  Williams  of  Deerfield 
B i o D B  of  the  presented  a  petition  for  the  approval  of  the 
oottniy  Court.  ^own  conccming  a  change  in  the  sessions  of 
the  court  in  Northampton  and  Springfield.  The  town 
acted  favorably  upon  it,  and  instructed  its  representative, 
Joseph  Hawiey,  to  urge  the  matter  in  the  Legislature. 
This  petition  was  granted  by  the  Genera!  Court,  and  an 
additional  term  of  the  Superior  Court  was  ordered  to  be 
holden  at  Northampton. 
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Rfpht. of  sontharap.    An  inquiry  WHS  ordered  into  the  right  of 
tou  to  the  inters    Southampton  to  a  portion  of  the  interest 

Mt  of  tlie  SollOOl  XT,         1        1  11  X     ^1  J. 

fmid.  the  school  money  neloTiging  to  tlietown, 

which  had  been  regularly  paid  over  to  that 
district.  Apparently  the  town  refused  to  pay  any  more  of 
it  to  Southampton,  as  no  more  such  {»a7m6nt8  can  be  f  onnd 
npon  the  treasurer's  books. 

8»voni  MMton     Timothy  Bwight  and  others  were  granted 
Adjnited.  the  privilege,  in  1771,  of  erecting  a  slaugh- 

ter-house on  the  town  land,  near  Aaron 
Kingsley's  tan-yard  pasture,  and  the  selectmen  were  author- 

izfd  to  procure  the  proper  and  necessary  tools  for  digging 
graves  and  put  them  into  the  hands  of  responsible  persons. 
The  town  also  ordered  the  prosecution  of  those  persons  who 
had  recently  hrought  a  sqnaw  into  the  town,  unless  they 
would  refund  the  money  paid  out  on  her  behalf  during  her 
illness.  Surveyors  were  allowed  "'two  coppers  per  mile," 
when  obliged  to  go  to  distant  parts  of  the  town  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  official  duties.  At  the  same  time  it  was 
voted  not  to  build  a  school-house  at  Pascommuck. 

Wesfi.ampton  Pe-    lu  1772,  settlers  in  the  west  part  of  the  town 

titioBsfor«MtD-    followed  the  example  of  Pascommuck  and 
sent  the  annexed  Petition  to  the  town  : 

"Northampton,  February     25,  A.  D.  1772. 
*'  To  tbe  Gentleme  freeholders  smd  other  inhabitants  ot  the  town  of 
Northamptcu  asBemhled  and  meet  on  their  anniial  March  meeting. 

"The  petitioii  of  the  inhabitantB  of  the  west  or  Long  Divjsioii  So 
called  in  the  Connty  of  hampshire. 

"  hnmbly  shews  that  whereas  we  have  long  Laboure<l  under  the  un- 
happiuess  of  being  So  Situate  in  onr  Settlements  hear  in  the  woods  that 
we  cast  with  any  oonTenianoe  injoy  many  of  tbe  prevUidges  of  the 
town  for  which  we  haye  heitber  to  boora  a  proportinable  part  of  the 
chRTirp  and  cost  viz :  the  Support  of  the  Minister  of  the  gosple  and 
Schooling  of  children  which  we  cant  but  Look  upon  a  burden  two 
heavy  for  us  to  Bare  now  in  oar  infant  SUkte  of  begining. 

*'  And  as  we  are  now  poroposeing  a  meathod  for  our  leleof  with  re- 
flpect  to  haveing  the  goeple  preached  among  us  hear  in  the  neighbour- 
hood So  that  OTir  faraalyes  may  take  the  benefit  thereof — in  which  pro- 
seedings  we  humbly  hope  and  trust  tiiat  your  generossetyes  will  So 
foUy  acquies  and  be  So  well  pleased  to  See  any  thing  Done  that  hath  a 
tendancy  to  promote  peace  and  good  order  and  EspetiaUy  the  revival  of 
Decaying  religon  which  is  or  atight  to  be  much  Lemented  that  yon  will 
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contribute  Sximthing  for  the  incorraigment  of  the  Same  Espeatially  if 
no  more  that  joo  would  (irant  that  w«  may  Imne  our  minister  raits 
alowed  OS  tbat  we  Shall  be  the  better  aUe  to  Support  the  word  preacht 
among  our  Selves— and  that  you  would  order  Swntfaing  rditiye  to 

Scliooling  as  yon  in  your  wisdom  Shall  See  fit — tho  other  things  we 
leav  at  j'otir  Disscretion  nothing  Donting  but  you  will  grattify  us  in 
this  or  sum  other  way  as  tuay  be  thot  proper  as  your  petitionors  Shew. 

«•  And  as  in  Duty  Bound  Shall  Ever  pray.** 

This  document  was  signed  by  Josliua  Claflin  and  fifteen 
other  persons,  residents  in  that  section  oi"  tlic  town.  The 
above  modest  though  ill  spelled  request  was  granted  on 
condition  that  the  money  allowed  should  be  applied  to  pay 
for  preaching  among  themselves.  At  the  next  annual 
meeting  £8  were  appropriated  to  the  "4  miles  of  Long 
Division  "  for  preaching.  Again  in  the  following  year  £9 
were  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  "  Westhampton,'*  viz. : 
"  those  who  live  on  Long  Division,  within  four  miles  east 
of  the  '^-est  line  of  Division  for  preaching  and  schooling." 
Thougli  the  name  Westhampton  is  upon  the  records,  the 
new  town  was  not  incorporated  till  four  years  after.  Every 
year  an  appropriation  was  mad© ;  in  1776  one  of  £9,  and 
the  next  year  another  of  £16, 

A  Meeting  Protracteii   Ih  1772,  the  March  meeting  was  adjourned 
by  A<i]ouninient.      f^j^.  the  9^  to  the  23*,  then  to  the  W  of 

May,  and  then  to  the  first  Monday  in 
July.  These  meetings  were  mainly  occupied  with  the  lay- 
ing out  of  roads  and  the  settlement  of  damages.  While 
this  meeting  was  thus  carried  forward  by  adjournment, 
another  was  called  in  May  and  that  was  adjourned  till 
July  6»\ 

The  Pauper  Qne«p  Every  town  endeavored  to  relieve  itself  of 
tioo  ARain.  the  care  of  paupers  whose  legal  snttlement 
was  elsewhere,  and  summary  methods  of 
removal  were  often  used.  The  selectmen  in  1772  were 
"  desired  (as  occasion  may  from  time  to  time  require)  to 
use  their  Discretion  in  endeavoring  a  removal  of  all  such 
persons  who  have  no  legal  settlement  here  as  they  are  ap- 
prehensive may  become  chargeable  to  the  town  or  who  are 
likely  to  prove  bad  or  troublesome  neighbors,  altho  they 
may  be  members  of  the  church  here.'*  Many  persons  had 
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beea  ""warned  mit  of  town"  at  different  times,  but  here 
was  a  vote  severing  their  connection  with  tlie  parish,  in 
spite  of  any  claim  they  might  liave  upon  liie  church. 
Paupers  were  given  to  i^nderstand  that  even  though  they 
might  be  church-members  in  good  and  regular  standing, 
they  were  not  to  be  encouraged.  Not  less  than  twenty 
persons  were  warned  oat  of  town  "  in  1741  and  1742,  and 
for  several  sncoeeding  years  the  nnmher  was  scarcely  less. 
With  this  provision  of  the  law,  thoroughly  enforced,  it  is 
not  probable  that  Northampton  was  burdened  to  any  great 
extent  with  the  paupers  of  other  towns. 

Townindiotod  f..r  DnHng  ibis  year  the  town  was  indicted  tor 
Detective  Migb-  defective  liighways.  Joseph  Hawley  and 
'■J**  Timothy  Dwigbt  were  appointed  to  defend 

the  suit.  One  indictment  was  found  by  the  Grand  Jury  in 
August,  and  another  preaentment  was  made  at  the  Novem- 
ber term  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace. 
The  went  against  the  town,  and  fines  to  the  amount 
of  £9,9  were  paid. 

woiTes.  These  animals  were  becoming  very  numer- 

ous and  destnu  tive,  and  a  bounty  of  £3  for 
all  hunted  down  and  40s.  for  all  caught  in  traps,  was 
offered,  in  addition  to  the  bounty  paid  by  the  Province, 
provided  the  animals  were  killed  before  the  first  of  June. 

PftBcoBunuck School-  When  the  town  denied  the  petition  of  the 
Ho"***  Pascommuck  settlers,  in  1771,  to  build  them 

a  schooUhouse,  they  erected  one  at  their 
own  expense  the  following  year,  and  the  next  year  peti- 
tioned the  town  for  an  appropriation  towards  its  payment. 
This  request  was  granted,  and  the  town  paid  one  half  the 
cost  amounting  to  £7.1.9,  in  1775. 

TTio  viiiaKeSetonp  Pascommitck.  tired  of  being  longer  de- 
tor  xtseu.  pendent  upon  the  parent  town,  and  dis- 
gnptf'd  with  the  treatment  its  requests  for 
school  and  ministt-nal  privileges  had  received,  souglit  per- 
mission in  1773,  to  set  up  for  itself.  After  a  favorable  re- 
port from  a  special  committee,  the  town  voted  to  make  no 
opposition  to  the  petitioners,  and  granted  them  £300 
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towards  building  a  meeting-hoii«G  and  settling  a  niinisier. 
The  boundary  Unas  of  the  proposed  new  district,  wliic}) 
also  included  Bartleti's  Mills,  were  designated  by  the  com- 
mittee and  accepted  by  the  town.   This  line  as  reported 
extended  on  the  south  to  Connecticut  River,  and  included 
Mt.  Tom  and  the  land  east  of  it  to  the  river.   The  town, 
however,  voted  that  the  settlers  living  on  that  tract,  might 
remain  in  Northampton  **  if  they  continued  desirous  of  it." 
They  did  continue  desirous  of  it,  and  the  easterly  boundary 
of  the  new  town  was  run  west  of  the  mountain,  and  that 
is  the  reason  why  the  villages  of  Smiths  Ferry  and  Mt.  Tom 
still  remain  a  part  of  this  town.   In  June  the  petitioners 
again  came  before  the  town  asT<ing  for  a  larger  appropria- 
tion  an'^  iiicroaso  of  territory.     The  request  for  more 
money  was  negatived,  but  the  northern  boundary  was 
changed  so  as  to  include  much  more  land.    In  December, 
the  rei)resent;itive  in  the  General  Court  was  instructed  to 
** use  his  best  endeavor"  to  procure  the  incorporation  of 
the  new  town.   In  January  of  the  following  year,  about  a 
dozen  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  northeasterly  part  of  South* 
ampton,  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  be  set  off  with  the 
Pascommuck  settlers.  They  argued  that  they  lived  at  a 
great  distance  from  the  meeting-house  in  Southampton, 
and  that  they  were  very  "near  these  brethren"  who  de- 
sired to  be  incorporated  into  a  new  town.  They  disclaimed 
any  dislike  to  their  minister  or  any      iL^reement  with  the 
other  inhabitants  of  the  district.   Southampton,  very  nat- 
urally, resisted  this  projected  dismemberment,  and  a  re- 
monstrance to  the  above  jietition  was  forwarded  to  the  Leg- 
isiature.    In  this  (loeuinerit  it  was  contended 

"that  the  westerly  part  of  Southampton  is  mountainance  and  bar- 
ren, that  most  of  the  lands  in  the  town  are  poor,  and  in  their  natural 
state  generally  sold  at  4a.  an  acre.  The  inhabitants  were  muoh  kept 
back  by  the  last  two  wars,  and  the  town  was  but  just  able  to  pay  public 
charges.  Some  who  dwelt  at  the  aonth  west  part  will  prolmbly  soon  be 
joined  to  Norwich  or  Westfield,  and  have  ulready  concerted  measures  for 
that  purpose.  The  meeting  houtie  is  old,  and  a  new  one  must  he  built. 
If  the  petitioners  are  set  off,  there  will  be  great  dUBcnlty  about  a  spot  for 
a  new  one.  The  petitioners  do  not  any  of  them  live  over  four  miles 
from  the  tii^h-I^hjt  honse,  and  the  roads  are  good,  and  they  have  some  of 
the  best  laud  in  the  district.  They  also  intend  to  draw  away  others 
from  said  district,  who  will  be  nearer  to  their  pix»posed  new  meeting 
house." 
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These  arguments  of  the  remonstrants  prevailed  for  the 
time  beiug,  and  not  till  after  the  Ke volution  was  the  new 
district  established.  Considerable  feeling  was  manifested 
in  Southampton,  and  several  spicy  town-meetings  were 
held,  Jonath^  Judd  Jr.,  of  that  town,  son  of  tlie  minis- 
ter, has  the  following  entry  in  his  journal  on  the  ^2^  and 
23*  of  June :  — 

**  A  meeting  in  order  to  eee  about  aeting  off  the  North  Fart  of  the 
District  *  *  After  the  matter  was  proposed  and  a  vote  bad  like  to 
have  been  taken,  but  with  mnrh  h^o  it  was  p^t  by.  Gapt.  dapp  de- 
signed to  have  catched  us,  bat  hU  »on  could  not  keep  it  to  himself.**  In 
mother  entry  of  January  3<^,  1774*  he  writes :— "Town  meeting  about 
the  Designed  parish  to  the  N.  E.  Listmctions  to  Major  Hawley  to  hin- 
der those  People  from  going  off  were  voted  for.  N-n  had  TOted  for  him 
to  forward  their  going  off,^  those  People  much  engaged  to  go." 

Ag-ain  in  1781,  the  subject  wa.s  in  agitation.  Mr.  Judd 
says,  August  IS'**  :  —  '*  Meeting  did  not  vote  off  the  North 
part  of  the  town."  The  iinxt  year  Northampton  once  more 
voted  in  favor  of  establishing  the  now  town,  and  decided 
to  give  one  eighth  of  all  the  public  property  in  the  town, 
^timating  that  to  be  about  the  proportion  of  its  inbabi- 
tantB  that  would  be  included  within  the  boundary  lines  of 
the  new  settlement.  Three  years  however  elapsed  before 
Easthampton  was  incorporated. 

jati  Ordered  to  be    No  place  existed  in  Northampton  for  the 
Bntu.  proper  detention  of  criminals,  the  old  house 

of  correction,  erected  In  1707,  having  boon 
sold  by  the  town  in  1760.  In  177'^,  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  appointed  Major  Josoph  Hawloy, 
Major  Timothy  Dwight,  Ca])t.  Solomon  JStoddard,  Li^ut. 
Gideon  Clark,  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Allen,  a  committee  to  hay 
land  and  build  a  Jail  in  Northampton.  Work  was  com- 
menced on  the  structure  during  the  following  year.  They 
purchased  of  Asahel  Danks  and  wife  the  homestead  which 
had  belonged  to  Benjamin  Bartlett  (father  of  Danks'  wife), 
for  £110,  which  together  with  the  interest  brought  the 
amount  of  the  purchase  money  to  jS119.1&  This  was  a  por- 

1  Kajor  Hawley  was  at  this  time  repreeeutative  for  tho  towns  of  Northampton 
and  Soathampton.  Oa«  ywr  he  nceiT«<l  instraotions  tram  Kocthampton  %o  f»Tor 
the  pnijeoi  for  •  nev  town,  sod  the  next  j%mt  he  wm  ivqtieeted  by  Soathampton  to 

oppose  tho  movf  mcut.  That  is.  Northampt  on  desired  him  to  favor  the  PMOOnmiiek 
petiiioo,  and  Soutliampton  instructed  him  to  oppose  the  dlvialon  ol  that  to<wn.  This 
Utter  territory  wee  known  ee  **  Clepp*«  Fmids." 
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tion  of  the  }iomf-^tead  of  Robert  Bartlett,  one  of  the  first 
settlers,  and  was  situated  at  the  lower  end  of  Pleasiint 
Street.  The  old  dweUing-house  was  moved  back  and  fitted 
up  for  the  use  of  the  jailer.  It  was  called  the  **  Mansion 
House/'  and  was  demolished  in  1833.  The  new  jail  was 
built  of  squared  logs  which  were  cut  on  the  commons  in 
the  west  part  of  the  town.  The  entire  cost  of  the  build- 
ing, including  interest,  was  £679,  equal  to  $3,240. 

n«Mrtptioii<»t  tbe    This  building,  like  all  of  its  class  then  in 
iT«vJ«ii.  xxBQ,  was  very  insecure,  and  from  it  many 

prisoners  escaped.  It  was  badly  constructed, 
although  in  all  probability  one  of  the  best  of  its  kind  in 

this  part  of  tlie  Province,  '*  The  cells  'w^ere  scarce  four 
feet  high,  and  filled  with  the  noxious  gases  of  the  privy 
vaults  through  which  they  were  supposed  to  be  ventilated. 
Light  came  in  from  two  chinks  in  the  walls."  ^  The  noto- 
rious Stephen  Burroughs,  convicted  of  passing  counterfeit 
money,  was  removed  from  the  jail  in  Springfield  to  this 
one,  in  1790.  x^o  sooner  were  the  prisoners  placed  within 
the  building  than  they  began  the  work  of  breaking  out  of 
it  On  the  night  that  Burroughs  had  been  placed  in  the 
gaol  at  Springfield,  several  prisoners  made  their  escape, 
consequently  he  was  removed.  Though  he  was  not  con- 
cerned in  the  Springfield  jail  delivery,  he  had  hardly 
reached  his  new  quarters  before  he  commenced  the  same 
game  himself.  His  first  attempt  was  by  undermining  the 
chimney,  but  he  was  caught  before  his  labors  were  com- 
pleted. A  short  time  after,  while  chained  to  the  floor,  he 
set  the  jail  on  fire  :  on  still  another  occasion  in  com^Jany 
with  a  companion,  he  succeeded  in  digging  under  the 
foundation  of  the  building,  breaking  ground  outside  of  it 
only  to  fail  into  the  hands  of  the  ollicers,  who  had  discov- 
ered the  attempt  and  were  waiting  to  greet  him.* 

A  New  Jail  Baiii.     This  st  ructui'e  answered  its  pnr])ose  for 
about  twenty-seven  years,  holding  securely 
,  all  prisoners  who  were  willing  to  remain  within  its  walls. 
In  the  year  1800  a  new  one  of  stone  was  built  on  its  site, 

1  MeMMtor**  History  of  the  Amerleaa  People,  toI.  1,  p.  DO. 

S  Ufe  of  Stephen  Bofrooilhi. 
•  t 
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forty  feet  long,  tweniy-diglit  feet  wide,  and  sixteen  feet 
hi^h.  The  committee  charged  with  its  erection  were  Ebe- 
nezer  Mattoou  of  Amherst,  Charles  Phelps  of  Hadley,  and 
Josiah  Dickinson  of  Northampton.  It  cost  $5,183.85.  Per- 
sons now  living  wlio  remeniber  the  building,  state  that  it 
was  two  stories  in  height,  the  debtor's  room  being  on  the 
second  floor.  For  more  than  half  a  century  this  bnilding 
was  in  use.  In  1853,  the  present  Jail  and  House  of  Correc- 
tion was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $49,000. 

Honeaiocks.  These  coTiveiiiences  are  first  noticed  ni^on 
the  records  in  1773,  when  a  suitable  uuni- 
ber  were  ordered  to  be  set  up  near  tlie  meeting-house  "  for 
those  who  ride  to  meeting."  They  afterwards  became  fix- 
tures everywhere,  and  many  other  votes  are  recorded  con- 
cerning them.  ^ 

SatMoriptloD  for  Boon*  In  March,  the  town  voted  \hB  usual  pre- 
tj  on  woiToa.  mium  of  £3  for  every  wolf  killed,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  same  amount  established  by 
law.  But  certain  of  the  citizens  being  apprehensive  that 
the  raising  of  the  premium  about  five  or  six  pounds  more 
*  *  *  would  be  vastly  "beneficial  to  the  town  Sc  particu- 
larly to  the  owners  of  the  sheep  therein,  as  it  would  tend 
greatly  &  might  be  the  means  of  their  preservation  *  * 
by  encouraging  persons  skilled  that  way  &;  others  to  em- 
ploy a  much  greater  portion  of  their  time  than  they  have 
been  able  heretofore  to  do  in  hunting,  killing  &  driving 
them  away  out  of  town/  '  circulated  a  subscription  paper 
and  raised  iS3.7.6  to  be  added  to  the  premiums  already 
offered.  Twenty-seven  names  are  api)ended  to  this  paper. 
Ko  one  gave  more  than  4s.,  and  none  less  than  Is.  These 
twenty-seven  names  represent,  undoubtedly,  the  owners  of 
the  largest  flocks  of  sheep  in  town. 

Manufacture  of      One  of  the  earliest  attempts  at  manufactur- 
Pottery.  Jug  in  Northampton,  of  which  any  record 

has  been  found,  was  pottery.    It  was  estab- 
lished by  Capt.  Jonathan  Hale,  who  came  here  from  Had- 

1  In  tbe  latter  part  of  the  18'*  ceDtury,  borse-blouks  were  very  couunon  through- 
out the  town.  In  South  Street  one  oonM  be  toond  at  nesHy  vr^xj  houae  on  both 

fiidnp  of  thfl  Btrpot.  Some  weie  in*dc  of  boards  ami  pliiik  and  silt  work,  or  Ol  Iwge 
timbers  ;  others  were  simplj  ft  log  squared,  with  stepii  cut  at  oae  side. 
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ley  ]n  1773.  He  lived  on  BridiS^e  Street,  and  Ws  factory  was 
at  the  rear  of  his  home  lot.  Clay  was  obtained  on  the  bank 
of  the  Connecticut  River  above  and  below  the  location  of 
the  present  bridges.  He  died  in  1776,  and  Ebenezer  Qibbs 
succeeded  to  the  business.  G-ibbs  came  from  Chatham^  and 
obtained  a  portion  of  the  clay  be  used  from  "Clay  hill" 
beyond  West  Street  bridge.  The  bnsiness  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Dea.  Ebenezer  Hunt,  in  1779,  and  he  carried  it 
on  for  several  years. 

Articles  MaottfM-    Ooarse  red  pottery,  partially  glazed,  seems 
tured.  to  have  been  the  output  of  this  small  estab- 

lishment. It  consisted  of  pots,  pans,  pitch- 
ers, platters,  puddinjs:  dishes,  jugs,  bowls,  etc.,  which  were 
sold  by  peddlers  throughout  the  county.  Considerable 
business  was  done  in  this  line  by ^ea.  Hunt,  who  purchased 
the  tools  of  Samuel  Parsons.  It  is  not  known  what  became 
of  the  industry,  though  in  all  probability,  during  the  tm- 
settled  times  that  preceded  and  followed  the  Revolution, 
the  demand  for  the  product  ceased,  and  the  business  died 
out.  It  is  not  certainly  known  where  Dea.  Hunt  manufac- 
tured the  goods,  whether  at  the  old  stand  on  Bridge  Street, 
or  elsewhere.  Eyer3rthing  was  shaped  by  hand  and  little 
machinery  used. 

Orders  to  the  Be-     The  next  year  the  selectmen  were  ordered 
leotmeo.  to  provide  a  place  where  the  liier  could  be 

housed,  to  repair  the  wall  about  the  bury- 
ing yai'd,  and  to  procure  and  set  out  trees  at  r-onvenient  dis- 
tances around  the  same.  These  trees  were  set  out  at  a  cost 
of  10s.,  and  in  a  year  or  two  all  that  had  died  were  re- 
placed. The  selectmen  were  also  ordered  **  as  often  as  once 
a  quarter  to  visit  the  Several  Schools  in  the  body  of  the 
Town,  &  examine  into  the  State  of  them  &  make  Such 
orders  &  give  Such  directions  respecting  their  Instruction 
&  management  of  them  as  Shall  appear  proper.*' 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 
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iRitaUii«  Mov«.  Froh  this  time  onward  eyents  which  forced 
m  e  n  1 5  b  7  t  h  e  the  Outbreak  of  the  Bevolution  rapidly  cul- 
mailt.  m mated.    To  some  of  the  measures  snb- 

mitted  to  the  people  and  their  action  there- 
on, reference  has  previously  "been  made.  It  remains,  there- 
fore, but  to  relate  such  other  facts  as  will  lead  at  least  to  a 
partial  niiderstaiidiTig  of  the  few  local  votes  which  bear 
upon  tlie  ]ioUtical  situation.  For  years  there  was  constant 
friciiou  between  the  Province  and  the  home  government. 
During  the  incumbency  of  Gov.  llutchiiison,  the  breach 
became  wider  and  wider.  The  colony  in  its  determination 
to  uphold  its  rights  and  privileges  fearlessly  resisted  the 
oppressive  acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  while  the  latter, 
insisting  upon  its  paramount  authority  over  the  settlements 
in  North  America,  drew  closer  and  tighter  the  bonds  of 
government.  The  command  of  the  King  in  1770,  remov- 
ing the  sessioTis  of  the  General  Court  from  Boston  to  Gam- 
bridge,  in  order  to  **  separate  the  country  representatives 
from  the  Boston  faction/*  was  the  sotirce  of  constant  irrita- 
tion. Many  petitions  from  the  Legislature,  demanding  as 
a  right  the  privilegr^  of  holding  its  sessions  in  Boston,  were 
refuttMl  \>y  the  Goveruor,  and  very  little  legislation  except 
such  ab  was  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  the  govern- 
ment, or  strengthen  the  people  in  their  determination  to 
resist  parliamentary  aggression,  was  arcoomplished. 

Mr.  H»wi«j  offers  Another  grievance  manifested  itself  whou 
B«Mitttiou  of  Pro-    the  King  established  and  paid  the  saUry 

of  the  Governor.   A  series  of  resolutions, 
offered  by  Major  Hawley,  stigmatizing  this  act  as  an  "  in- 

»4« 
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fraction  upon  the  rights  granted  tlie  inliabilants  by  the 
royal  charter,"  was  adopted  l)y  the  L('g:islatnre  Ity  a  vote 
of  eighty -five  to  nineteen.  This  was  soon  followed  by  a 
provision  fixing  and  [)aying  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of 
the  courts  from  the  royal  coffers.  When  this  last  measure 
was  promulgated  the  Legislature  was  not  in  session.  The 
patriots  of  Boston  called  a  town-meeting  and  petitioned  the 
Gk>vemor  to  refer  the  whole  matter  of  salaries  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court.  Got.  Hutchinson  not  only  refused  to  grant 
this  request,  but  declined  to  convene  the  Legislature  in  De- 
cember^  to  which  time  it  had  been  prorogued.  From  this 
action  was  evolved  the  fh  ?^  of  those  movements  which  re- 
sulted in  the  Americfin  Revolution.  Boston  immediately- 
appointed  a.  committee  of  correspondence,  consisting  of 
twenty-one  persons.  Among  other  measures  adopted  by 
this  committee  to  acquaint  the  people  with  the  facts,  was  a 
letter  sent  to  each  town  in  the  Province,  in  which  the  X)osi- 
tiou  of  affairs  was  clearly  stated,  and  a  request  made  that 
each  should  give  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  situa- 
tion. A  response  to  this  stirring  appeal  was  made  by 
nearly  all  the  towns  during  the  fall  and  winter  of  1772. 
Northampton,  however,  seems  to  have  been  among  those 
towns  which  failed  to  notice  the  letter.  '*  On  Monday,  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  December,**  says  Bancroft,  *'  towns 
were  in  session  from  the  Kennebec  to  Buzzard's  Bay,^*  The 
people  of  Northampton  were  convened  in  town-meeting  on 
that  day,  "but  no  words  of  response  to  the  siit^£^estions  of 
their  compatriots  were  prononnced  therein.  From  all  parts 
of  the  Province  rami'  ^(Mtriotic  responses  to  the  earnest  ap- 
peal of  the  people  ot  Boston,  but  the  home  of  Hawley  was 
silent.  Thronghont  tlie  year  town-meetings  were  held 
here,  but  never  a  word  emanated  from  any  of  them  to  stir 
the  hearts  of  the  patriots  or  to  encourage  or  uphold  the 
union  against  British  tyranny  and  oppression.  If  any 
action  was  had  it  must  have  been  at  a  special  gathering 
called  for  the  purpose  without  a  warrant ;  a  meeting  of 
which  no  record  has  been  preserved.  This  appeal  to  the 
towns  and  the  almost  absolute  unanimity  of  their  replies  is 
a  noteworthy  fact.  Historians  quote  and  dwell  with  satis- 
faction upon  their  ringing  utterances,  but  alas  !  nowhere  is 
the  name  of  Northampton  mentioned.  The  conclusion 
cannot  be  avoided  that  she,  though  one  of  her  sons  was 
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foremost  amoner  tlie  leaders  of  the  movemetit,  made  no 
sign.  Not  only  were  the  towns  very  nearly  ot  one  mind 
in  their  decision  to  resist  the  unsatisfactory  laws  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  before  spring,  in  most  of  them  committees  of 
correspondence  had  been  established.  In  this  as  well  as  in 
committiiig  herself  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  Northampton 
was  again  dilatory,  and  for  more  than  a  twelvemonth  noth> 
ing  of  the  kind  was  accomplished  here. 

NomoraTtoaAUowed.  During  the  following  year  came  the  at- 
tempt to  force  upon  tlie  colonies  the  Tea 
of  the  East  India  Tea  Company,  which  the  American 
merchants  had  already  refused  to  import.  But  the  people 
would  have  none  of  it.  and  successfully  resisted  the  at- 
tempt to  ])our  it  down  their  throats.  From  some  ports  the 
tea  ships  were  compelled  to  return  with  their  cargoes  un- 
disturbed. In  Boston  after  the  "  tea  party  "  in  the  harbor, 
in  December,  1773,  no  cargo  remained  for  them  to  carry 
away. 

Bctttflh  Troops  Sent    Gon.  Thomas  Gage,  who  had  for  twelve 
to  Support  ctage.     years  commanded  the  British  forces  in 

America,  was  appointed  Governor  of  the 
Province  in  1774,  and  four  regimen  t:-^  were  sent  over  to  en- 
force the  orders  of  Parliament,  iio  arrived  in  Mny.  and 
was  received  with  the  usual  civil  and  military  demonstra- 
tions. ConveniTig  at  its  usual  time,  the  General  Court 
assembled  the  same  mouth,  and  the  new  Governor  orcJered 
that  its  sessions  should  be  held  at  Salem,  A  series  of  reso- 
lutions were  adopted  recommending  a  congress  of  depu- 
ties from  the  several  houses  of  assembly  on  the  continent/' 
urging  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  to  dispense  with 
India  Teas,  and  to  discountenance  altogether  the  use  of 
goods  and  manufactures  imported  from  Great  Britain.  Im< 
mediately  the  Governor  dissolved  the  court,  and  that  was 
the  last  Legislature  convened  in  Massachusetts  under  the 
authority  of  the  King  of  England. 

Tb»  "BootonPort    Early  in  1774,  in  order  to  punish  that  rebel- 
Bill"  Md  other    lious  city  for  tlic  destruction  of  so  much 
good  tea,  the  ' '  Boston  Port  Bill "  was  en- 
acted.  It  went  into  effect  on  the  first  of  June.  Before  mid- 
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summer  all  business   in  the  city  was  completely  para- 
lyzed, and  great  sufiPering  eiisue(i.    The  Legislature  in  ses- 
sion on  the  17*"  of  Juno,  resolved  tliat  the  towns  of  Boston 
and  Charlestown,  ' '  suffering  under  the  hand  of  power  by 
the  shutting  up  of  the  harbor  by  an  armed  force,"  ought 
to  be  relieved,  and  recommended  **  to  all  more  especially 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  to  afford  tliem  speedy  and 
constant  relief  in  such  a  way  and  manner  as  shall  be  suita- 
ble to  their  circumstances."    Afterwards  the  Provincial 
Congress  passed  resolutions  soliciting  aid  from  all  sections 
of  the  country.    The  response  was  speedy  and  ratifying 
and  substantial.   From  the  eastern  part  of  the  Frovinoe 
much  was  donated,  but  in  Western  Massachusetts  the 
amount  was  not  large.    Hatfield  and  one  or  two  other 
towns  answered  the  appeal,  hut  Northampton  was  unre- 
sponsive.   It  was  not  till  Dcreniber  that  the  subject  came 
before  the  town  at  all.   At  that  time  a  committee  of  twelve 
persons  was  appointed  "to  receive,  preserve  &■  convey 
Such  articles  as  Shall  be  contributed  by  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Town  for  the  relief  of  their  Suffering  brethren  in  the 
Towns  of  Boston  and  Oharleetown.^'  Another  committee 
was  also  chosen  "  to  consider  the  proper  method  to  effect 
said  contribution."  With  this  elaborate  preparation  a  lib- 
eral  gift  was  to  be  anticipated.   But  it  proved  to  be  only  a 
shadow  of  generosity.    To  the  lasting  discredit  of  our 
beautiful  town,  it  must  be  said  that  not  a  penny  was  col- 
lected.  Lists  of  all  the  contributions  have  been  published, 
as  well  as  the  correspondence  between  the  Boston  commit- 
tee and  the  town  authorities,  but  the  name  of  I<Iorthampton 
nowhere  appears. 

CommereiAiNon.  A  meeting  WBS  held  in  Northam])tou  June 
interoourae  witb  15th  ^filled  j3robably  without  a  warrant,  to 
"^'*"**  consider  the  ' '  covenant  sent  out  by  the 

committee  of  correspondence  of  Boston,*'  regarding  the 
proposition  ''to  suspend  all  commercial  intercourse  with 
England  and  forgoe  the  use  of  all  British  merchandise. 
After  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  question,  the  meeting  adjourned  for  two  weeks.  The 
response  of  Korthampton  can  only  be  conjectured,  as  no 
record  of  the  meeting  has  come  to  light.  This  covenant 
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was  sent  to  all  the  towns  in  the  Province,  and  the  names  of 
those  who  refused  to  si^n  it  were  to  be  published.  Opposi- 
tion to  this  measure  developed  in  some  of  tke  towns,  and  it 
is  possible  that  Northampton  did  not  respond  favorably. 
Mr.  Judd  of  Southampton  in  his  diary,  quotes  Major 
Hawley  as  **  not  for  signing  these  covenants."  A  similar 
meeting  was  held  in  Southampton,  and  Mr.  Judd  thus  com- 
ments upon  the  affair :  "  The  People  are  raised  in  Temper 
not  a  little  here  and  all  around  us.  This  Covenant  a  bad 
thing.''  Southampton,  however,  voted  in  favor  of  it,  and 
it  may  be  possible  that  Northampton  did  also,  but  no  diary 
remains  in  which  its  decision  is  embalmed. 

other  Obnoxiotui     Almost  simultaneously  with  tiie  Boston  Port 
i'^'^'^  Bill  were  enacted  other  equally  obnoxious 

laws  for  the  ''better  regulation  of  tho  gov- 
ernment of  Massachusetts  Bay."  As  an  act  of  retaliation 
against  the  General  Court,  ParHament  took  from  it  the 
power  to  assist  in  the  choice  of  Councillors.  Henceforth 
they  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  King,  and  were  known  as 
the  **  Mandamus  Councillors.''  To  bring  the  people  more 
directly  under  the  control  of  the  executive,  all  town- 
meetings  were  abolished,  except  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
municipal  ofScers,  though  some  might  be  licensed  by  the 
Governor  for  a  stated  pui'pose.  In  order  to  concentrate  all 
fudicial  authority  in  the  hands  of  the  government,  on  the 
Governor  was  conferred  the  power  of  appointing  Judges, 
as  woll  as  that  of  appointina;  and  removing  Hheriffs  ;  and 
to  liie  latter  was  eutruslea  the  authority  of  returning 
jurors,  who  had  heretofore  been  chosen  by  the  towns.  For 
the  enforccmout  of  these  laws,  acts  were  passed  providing 
for  the  quartering  of  troops  upon  the  inhabitants  in  any 
part  of  the  country.  Provision  was  also  made  for  the 
transportation  of  criminals  charged  with  capital  offences, 
committed  in  support  of  the  royal  authority,  to  IS'ova 
Scotia  or  England  for  triaL  Another  act,  previously 
passed,  which  the  Gkneral  Court  protested  against  in  vain, 
provided  that  the  salaries  of  the  Gk>vemor  and  Judges  of 
the  courts  should  be  paid  from  the  royal  treasury.  Colo- 
nial  revenue  went  into  the  hands  of  the  King's  officers  to 
be  disbursed  in  accordance  with  the  royal  will.   Thus  was 
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the  charter  abrogated  without  the  semblance  of  legal 
authority.  One  by  one  the  cherished  privileges  oi'  the  peo- 
ple were  rent  away  and  all  power  was  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  their  oppressors.  In  resisting  these  acts  of  despotism 
the  colonies  believed  themselves  abundantly  justified. 
Especially  they  resented  those  acts  that  concentrated  the 
judicial  machinery  of  the  colony  in  the  control  of  an  exec- 
utive appointed  by  the  power  that  forced  upon  them  these 
unsatisfactory  laws. 

The  County  Courts  Believing'  that  a  judiciary,  appointed  and 
to  be  stopped.  held  ill  power  "by  any  otlier  toriuro  than 
tliat  wliich  the  charter  and  the  laws  of  the 
Province  direct,  must  be  considered  as  under  undue  influ- 
ence, and  therefore  unconstitntional," '  the  people  took 
council  together  in  reference  to  a  further  continuance  of 
the  County  Courts,  and  resolved  to  stop  them.  A  conven- 
tion was  held  at  Hadley,  on  the  26*"  of  August,  to  "  consult 
about  the  courts  going  on."  *  This  was  the  first  convention 
held  in  Hampshire  County,  but  no  report  of  its  proceed- 
ings has  been  preserved.  Mr.  Judd  has  several  allusions  to 
this  gathering  and  its  object.  On  the  25**',  he  writes: 
"Western  towns  which  are  made  up  principally  of  emi- 
grants from  Connecticut  are  zealons  for  stoping  the  courts/' 
Again  on  the  the  day  after  the  convention,  he  says: 
**the  Congress  are  all  except  3  of  the  western  towns  for 
not  stoping  the  court/'  and  on  the  2.S^^  he  adds  :  —  "  proba- 
bly the  court  will  be  stopt,  great  zeal  in  the  west."  Through 
the  influence  of  this  convention  the  first  attempt  to  inter- 
fere with  the  courts  in  this  county  was  made.  The  conven- 
tion was  divided  in  sentiment  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  interview  the  court  and  prevent  its  session  if  it 
proposed  to  act  under  the  new  establishment.  But  the 
more  excitable  among  the  people  decided  that  there  should 
be  no  judicial  proceedings  under  either  establishment.  The 
regular  session  of  the  County  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  occurred  at  Springfield,  August  30^^,  Deter- 
mined to  prevent  its  sitting,  the  people  gathered  there  in 
crowds.  IVfr  Judd  thus  alludes  to  this  affair:  —  ''Vast 
numbers  gone  from  the  West  by  way  of  Westfield,"  and 
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on  t)io  next  day  he  lias  the  following  entry  :  —  "  hear  this 
Morning  that  3  or  4000  People  were  collected  that  they 
would  not  let  the  court  sit.  Afterwards  they  tiiumied 
some  of  the  court  all  opposition  was  in  vain  every  Body 
sabmitted  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  Mob— Now  we  are 
reduced  to  a  State  of  Anarchy,  have  neither  Law  nor  any 
other  Bnle  except  the  Law  of  Nature  which  [is]  much 
vitiated  and  Darkened  to  go  by."  Other  authorities  repre- 
sent that  not  over  one  thonsarul  persons  were  present.  At 
a  signal  from  the  West  Springfield  bell,  a  body  of  men 
marched  into  the  town  and  took  possession  of  the  court- 
house steps,  prominent  among  them  being  the  committee 
from  the  Hadiey  convention. 

PuMMftdinid  of  tli«  Thf*  ;if ter  proceedings  of  tlie  mob  are  graph- 
■ob deieriiMdby  ically  sketclied  in  the  auiiexed  letter  from 
«D Xy«-«ita«8a  jogpp}^  Clarke  of  Northampton,  law  part- 
*   ner  of  Major  Joseph  liawley,  who  was  an  eye-witness  of 

the  affair :  — 

"Springfield,  Aug.  80»^,  IT?*. 
«  «  #  i<      aniTed  in  town  alxnit  noon  this  day  and  found  all  the 

people  gathered  before  iis.  A  committt>e  from  the  body  of  the  cotinty 
"had  jnet  waited  upon  tho  oourt  to  deinmid  a  witisfactory  answer,  that 
in,  whether  they  meant  to  hold  their  commissious  and  exercise  their 
anthority  accocding  to  the  new  act  of  parliament  for  altering  tbe  con- 
stltati^m  of  the  province,  which  being  answered  in  the  negative,  It 
wap  pnt  to  vf^tc  after  the  message  &  answer  were  read  to  the  people 
as^mbled  before  the  meeting  house,  whether  they  were  willing  the 
Oonrt  shonld  dt ;  it  paised  in  the  u^ative. 

**  Then  tiie  people  paraded  hefore  Mr.  PareoneV  from  thence  marched 
hack  again  to  the  meeting-honse  and  demanded  the  appearance  of  the 
jndges.  The  judges  came  aorording  to  desire,  and  amidst  the  Crowd  in 
a  aandy,  sultry  place,  exposed  to  the  sun  an  far  as  they  were  able  in  each 
circometancee,  gave  a  reasonable,  to  the  major  part,  a  aatlsfactozy 
answer  to  snch  questions  as  were  asked. 

"It  wa'^  also  demanded  of  them  that  they  shonld  make  a  declaration 
in  wr  tiiii:,  signed  by  all  the  justiceH  and  lawyers  in  the  County,  re- 
noimcing  in  the  meet  express  terms  any  commisaion  which  should  be 
given  ont  to  than  or  dther  of  them  nnder  the  new  anangement,  whidi 
was  immediately  compiled  with  and  ezecnted  accordingly. 

1  Mr.  Parsons  was  Landlord  Parsons,  f&iiiou$;  throughout  thfi  valley,  who  !:  r  '  '  ha 
taveni  whicb  atoocl  at  tbe  soatliMMiit  oot&er  ol  the  present  Court-Houae  squ^r^,  in 
SpringflAld.  The  large  elm  etlU  stODdlog  there  tree  eo  near  the  Teranda  that  tlMce 

b".rpiv  'norn  'or  f>if  pHKSfltrf*  of  the  stape-eoarh.  Mc.  Fatsons  wae  Uoensed ss  an 

luoiiuider  in  ITi'd,  and  wus  still  at  bis  post  in  178t>. 
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*«The  People  then  reassembled  before  Mr.  Piursons's  house.  Yoor 
mufle  GatUn*  foUixig  into  a  peraonal  qnainel,  at  leogtli  gained  fhe  atten- 
tion of  the  people.  Th^  eonaidcsed  him  as  an  olqeot  worUiy  of  their 

malice,  as  tie  was  an  officer  of  the  conrt.  He  was  twatf^  with  cantior 
anri  too  mildly  to  make  any  coDi|ilaint.  Hif  TK);\ste4i  Iteroiem  failed 
bim  in  the  day  of  tnal,  and  vanished  like  a  put  of  smoak.  He  and  O. 
Warner,  who  came  to  bis  assistanGe  in  the  qnarrd,  made  each  declarar 
tkniB  as  were  requested  of  them,  and  then  were  dismisaed,  unhurt,  and 
in  peace.  Yonr  nncle  may  flay  what  b«  pleasses  with  reg:ard  to  their 
abuse  of  bim,  bat  I  was  an.  eye  witness  to  the  whole,  and  you  I  believe 
will  be  eatisfied  that  no  abuse  was  intended  when  I  tell  yon  what  eatQr 
terms  they  requested  &  were  satisfied  with,  namely,  only  a  dedaratioa 
tlttt  he  would  not  hold  any  office  under  the  new  act  of  parliament. 

"  Col.  Worthington*  was  next  hronght  upon  the  hoard.  The  sight  of 
him  flashed  lightning  from  their  eyes.  Their  spirits  were  already 
raised  and  the  sight  of  this  object  gave  them  additional  fbroe.  He  had 
not  refused  his  new  office  of  counsellor.  For  that  reason  e^eoially  he 
was  very  obnoxious.  But  the  people  kej)!  their  tempers.  He  attempted 
to  harangue  them  in  mittagation  of  his  conduct,  but  he  was  soon 
obliged  to  desist.  The  people  were  not  to  be  dallied  with.  Nothing 
wonld  satisfy  them  bnt  a  rentmdation  in  writing  of  his  office  as  Oonn- 
seUor  and  a  recantation  of  his  address  t»  GK>t.  Qage.  which  last  was 
likewise  signed  by  .Tona.  Bliss  &  Caleb  Strnne.  Jnn. 

"Jonathan  Bliss  next  came  npoa  the  iloor,  he  was  very  humble  and 
the  people  were  very  crednlons.  He  asked  their  pardon  for  all  he  bad 
said  or  done  which  was  contrary  to  their  opinions ;  and  as  he  depended 
for  hie  support  upon  the  people,  he  beged  to  stfcrifl  -^vi^^l  in  their  favor. 

*'Mr.  Moses  Bliss'  was  brought  into  the  ring,  bnt  the  accusation 
againat  him  was  not  well  supported,  and  he  passed  oli  in  silence.  The 
Sheriff  was  the  next  who  was  demanded ;  he  accordingly  appeared. 
He  was  charged  with  saying  some  improdent  things,  bnt  none  of  them 
•were  proved.  he  departed.  But  he  was  hnmliled.  Col.  William^^ 
took  the  next  turn.  He  went  round  the  ring  and  vindicated  himself 
from  some  accusations  thrown  upon  him  and  denied  some  things  that 
were  laid  to  his  chai^. 

"He  declared  in  my  hearing  that  'altho*  he  had  heretofore  differed 
from  the  people  in  opinion  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  redress, 
he  would,  bei^after,  heartily  acquiesce  in  any  measures,  that  tbey^ 
should  take>for  that  purpose,  and  join  with  them  in  the  common  cause. 
He  oonsidared  his  interest  as  embarked  in  the  same  bottom  with  theirs, 
and  hoped  to  leave  it  in  peace  to  his  Children.* 

1  Col.  C  atlln  iTM  Major  C«(Un  of  Deeril«ld,  •  noted  tory,  who  tuA  UkewiBO  sollOBed 
for  his  ftdhOTonoe  to  royalty. 

S  Ool.  WorthlBston  was  Hoo.  John  Worthiogton  of  Sprlngflold,  a  celebratad  law* 

yet-  atul  an  ardent  loyalist.  He  had  hcon  appointed  one  of  the  Manfjamns  Council- 
lors by  Gov.  iitif^,  but  nevei  look  the  oath  ot  office.  He  was  a  niau  ot  great  intla- 
enee,  aod  an  able  lawyar,  bat  retired  to  private  life  after  the  Bevolatlon. 

S  Jonathan  and  Moses  BlLss  were  emtceut  lawyers  of  Springfield. 

4  Ool.  WUliama.  was  undoubtedly  Col.  Israel  WUllaniB  ot  Hatfield,  who  had 
already  been  dealt  wltb  tor  torylem. 
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"Oipt.  Merrick  of  Munson  was  next  treated  with  for  ntteritig  impra- 
dent  ezpresflioiis.  I  thought  they  would  hsTe  tarred  &  teatlieTed  bim, 
and  I  thought  he  almost  deserved  il  He  waa  very  stubborn,  as  long  as 
he  <lare  be,  bnt  at  length  he  made  some  concessions.  But  not  till  aftflr 
they  had  carte<l  him.  No  man  received  the  least  injury,  bnt  the  strict- 
est order  of  justice  wei'e  observed.  .  The  people  to  their  honor  behaved 
with  the  greatest  order  Ss  regQlarily.  a  few  indiTidvals  ezoqrted,  and 
aToided,  as  mneh  as  possible,  confaidon. 

"The  people  of  ^h  town  b^ing  drawn  inf^>  eeparat^  csompsnies 
maiehed  with  staves  &  mueick.  The  trumpets  sounding,  drums  beat< 
ing,  fifes  playing  and  Golonrs  flying,  strack  the  pssstons  of  the  soul 
into  a  propsr  tone,  and  insinred  martia]  courage  into  each. 

"  I  kept  all  the  time  among-.st  the  people,  and  observed  their  temper 
and  diRpcmitionB,  which  I  shall  be  better  able  to  inform  by  word  of 
mouth  tbau  otherwise. 

"Another  incident  I  will  relate  and  then  I  have  doane.  Mr.  Stearns, 
by  imprudent  expreH^^ions,  r^sed  fhefar  indignation.  They  marched  in 
a  body  to  Col.  Worthiugton's  and  demanded  him.  Mi"^.  Worthington 
aesureil  them  he  was  not  in  the  house.  Bnt  thoy  were  by  no  means 
satisfied.  They  entered  the  house.  She  was  fright,  delivered  up  all 
her  keys,  bilged  of  them  to  accept  of  their  property,  but  spare  their 
lives,  and  took  her  two  youngest  daughters  in  her  arms  and  fled  out 
into  the  fiehl^  The  people  searched  the  house,  bat  not  finding  Steams 
they  returned  peaceably. 

"The  people  will  probably  be  condemned  fbr  preventing  the  aittfa)|r 
ci  the  court  but  their  conduct  yet  is  oomendable.  I  wait  till  morning, 
hope  nothing  will  be  transacted  rashly  tonight,  tat  it  is  given  out  by 
the  fearful  that  there  is  a  number  looUng— 

No  Court  In  Korth'    No  sessioii  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  hold 
ampton.  Northampton,  in  April,  1774.  Judge 

Gushing  was  sick  aud  "Judge  Oliver  may 
not  sit.  The  Grand  Jury  had  prepared  something  against 
bim  if  he  had  appeared  in  the  county."*  The  Supreme 
Court  under  the  old  regime  sat  for  the  last  time  in  North- 
ampton in  the  Spring  of  that  year.  Apparently  no  open 
demonstration  against  holding  a  court  was  made  here,  but 
oircumstancee  rendered  its  session  inexpedient. 

Committee  of  corre-   On  the  13*^  of  September,  the  first  Com- 
•pondence  CboMn.   mittee  of  Correspondence  was  chosen.  It 
was  Tiot  appointed  at  a  regularly  called 
town-meeting,  or  if  so,  no  record  was  made  of  the  transac- 

1  Tbis  portioa  of  Clark's  letter  is  quoted  in  a  letter  by  C  L.  Sbaw  ot  AAtoda,  N. 
T.,  la  BMttpfllilire  6«Mtte,  Jan.  19,  IHM. 

S  Dbuy  of  Jonatbsn  Judd  Jr. 
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tion.  This  committee  was  composerl  of  the  following 
named  persons:  —  Joseph  Hawley,  Seth  Pomeroy.  Josiah 
Clark  Jr.,  Benjamin  Sheldon  Jr.,  Elias  Ijymaii,  Elijah 
Hunt,  Caleb  Strong  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Hunt  Jr.,  Epbraim 
Wright,  Levi  Shepherd.  Robert  Breck,  Martin  Phelps, 
Elijah  Clark,  Samuel  Clarke,  Abner  Barnard,  Joseph  Ly- 
man. In  May  following,  Quartus  Pomeroy,  John  Lyman 
and  Jacob  Parsons,  were  added. 

Conventions  to  Stir  Efforts  wcre  nuwle  during  the  year  to  con- 
up  the  People.  Central c  pni)lic  opinion  by  means  of  conven- 
tions or  Congresses,  as  they  wore  tornied, 
in  the  several  counties.  The  first  of  these  gatherings  wiis 
at  Stockbridge  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  in  July.  In 
the  months  of  Angast  and  September,  seven  other  similar 
meetings  were  held  in  as  many  different  counties.  In  all 
of  them  a  hold  and  decided  stand  was  taken  upon  the 
questions  at  issue,  and  their  vigorous  language  indicated  in 
no  uncertain  tones  the  state  of  public  opinion.  About  the 
middle  of  September,  a  call  was  issTied  by  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  Northampton  and  Springfield  for  a  conyention  to 
assemble  here  on  the  22"  of  the  month.  Letters  of  in\ata- 
tion  were  sent  to  the  several  towns  by  special  messengers. 
Asahel  Ponieroy  carried  the  summons  to  Sunderland,  Mon- 
tague, Nortlifield.  and  other  river  and  adjacent  towns, 
while  Seth  Clapp  notified  those  in  the  hill  regions.  Every 
town  in  the  county  was  represented  except  Charleinont  and 
Southwick.  On  the  21",  Northampton  made  choice  o£  Liie 
following  delegates :  —  Joseph  Hawley,  Ezra  Clark,  Josiah 
Clark  Jr.,  Bbenezer  Hunt  Jr.,  and  Sphraim  Wright. 

A.  conv.>,.tM>,:  ill  The  convention  met  in  Northampton  at  the 
Nortuainptou.  timo  indicated  :  Timothy  Danielson  of  Brim- 
fiehi  was  chosen  chairman  and  Ebenezer 
Hunt  Jr.  of  Northampton,  clerk.  After  a  fidl  and  free 
discussion  of  the  late  acts  of  the  British  i'ariiament  for 
taxing  the  American  Colonies,  and  for  subverting  the  con- 
stitution of  this  Province,  a  committee  of  nine  persons  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  whole  subject  and  report.  The 
convention  then  adjourned  till  the  next  day,  when  the  com- 
mittee reported  as  follows : — 

' '  As  ^y      not  able  to  make  any  reiolTes  reqiectiiig  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  tiie  people  of  this  prorinoe,  more  agveealde  to  their  oiwn 
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sentuneiits  t  han  such  as  have  been  made  by  theur  bre^ea  iu  the  otiier 
ooontiiee,  [they]  do,  on  nkatnre  ddiberatioii,  maike  the  following,  £or  the 
most  part  iunllar  to  theirs,  viz : — 

"1.  That  as  trne  and  loyal  sxibjects  of  George  the  third,  King  of 
Qreat  Britain.  &c.,  we  by  no  means  intend  to  withdraw  our  Mll(>;'i:mco 
from  him,  so  long  as  he  wUi  defend  and  protect  ns  in  the  free  and  lull 
exercise  and  enjoyment  of  onr  charter  rights  and  liberties. 

**3.  That  the  charter  of  this  province  is  a  most  solemn  stipnlation 
and  compact  between  the  King-  an<^  the  inhabitants  thereof ;  and  that  it 
on?j:ht  to  be  kept  sticred  and  inviolate  by  each  x^urty,  and  that  it  cannot, 
in  any  reepect,  be  varied  or  altered  by  one  party  only,  without  a  most 
orimhial  breach  of  faitSi,  and  fliat  they  know  of  no  instance,  wherein 
the  inbaUtants  of  this  provinoe,  on  their  part,  have  vicdated  the  said 

**  8.  That  the  several  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  which  infringe 
the  jnst  rights  of  the  colonies,  and  of  thisprorinoe  in  particolar,  heiag 
sahjects  of  deliberation  before  the  Oontinental  Congress  now  sitting, 
render  it  expedient  for  the  county  to  suspend  their  determination 
respecting  them,  except  so  far  as  their  immediate  operation  requires 
our  immediate  rescilutions  thereon. 

**4.  That  whereas,  his  exoellency  Thomas  Qage,  Esq.,  lively  ap- 
pointed by  his  majesty,  governor  of  this  province,  did,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  great  and  general  court,  wholly  decline  and  refuse  to  accept 
the  grant  for  his  support,  then  made  him  by  l)0th  hoiisef*  of  assembly  ; 
and  has  since,  by  his  pruclamation,  bearing  date  '<i'6^  of  August  last, 
and  otherwise,  manifested  and  deolwred  his  fall  reeolntion  and  determi- 
nation to  ^Kecnte  a  late  act  of  the  British  parliament,  entitled  an  act 
for  the  better  regnlating  the  government  of  the  province  of  the  Mai^s.q- 
chusetts  Bay  in  New  Bugland,  whereby  they  have  attempted  to  sap  the 
f omidation  of  the  constitntion  of  this  province,  and  annihilate  the 
most  important  rights  of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  has  also, 
actnally,  at  Salem,  1^  an  armed  force,  endeavored  to  execute  the  said 
acts ;  we  are  obliged  therefore,  to  declare,  that  our  minds  arc  so  deeply 
unpressed  with  the  above  said  conduct  of  bis  excellency  Thomas  Ofage, 
Esq.,  as  to  excite  in  ns  very  great  doubts  whether  he  can  any  longer  be 
considered  as  the  constitalional  governor  of  this  province ;  and  conse- 
qnently,  whether  any  writs  issued  by  him  for  convening  a  general 
assembly,  or  any  other  act*  whereby  he  shall  attempt  to  exercise  the 
office  of  a  governor  of  this  province,  have  any  force  or  validity,  and 
whether  any  obedience  or  respect  thereto  can  be  paid,  without  a  degree 
of  snlmusBlon  to  and  acknowledgement  of  the  force  and  validity  of  said 
nr*9:  but  in  case  any  towns  within  the  province  should  judge  it  safe 
and  expedient  so  far  to  regard  the  writs  lately  issued  by  his  excellency 
Thomas  Qage,  Esq.,  for  the  convening  a  gmeral  court  or  assembly  <»f 
this  province,  to  be  held  at  Selem,  on  the  day  of  October  next,  as  to 
elect  and  depute  any  persons  as  tbnr  representatives  to  repair  to  Salem, 
at  the  time  aforesaid,  we  cannot  but  declare  it  as  our  clear  opinion, 
that  they  ought,  and  our  full  expectation  is  that  they  will,  most  ma- 


im]  RBVOLUTION--FBBLIMINABY  EVENTS.  351 


tniely  and  deliberately  eonsidw,  wlietber  any  mch  represeutaiiveH  can 
do  any  one  act  in  ooncert  with  Us  Modlency,  Thomas  Gage,  Esq.,  and 
hia  maikdamiis  council,  without  an  implied  acknowledgment  of  the 
authority  and  force  of  the  abovesaid  acts  of  parliament. 

"5.  That  it  is  the  opinion  oF  this  Congress,  that  a  provincial  con- 
gress is  absolutely  necessary  in  our  present  unhappy  sitnatiun,  and  that 
we  approre  of  the  proposal  made  by  a  late  Middlesex  congress,  that  the 
said  provincial  congxeai  slionld  he  holden  at  Conooid,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  October  next,  and  we  accordingly  rficotnmpnd  to  the  several 
town»  and  diM;rict$  within  this  county,  that  each  appoint  one  or  more 
del^ates  to  attend  the  same. 

"  6.  That  the  oollectorB,  constables,  and  all  other  officers,  who  have 
or  shall  have  by  them  moneys  collected  upon  the  province  assessments, 
delay  making  payment  of  the  same  to  the  Hon.  Harrison  Gray,  Esq., 
until  the  civil  government  of  this  province  is  placed  upon  a  constitu- 
ti<mal  foundation,  but  that  they  deposit  the  same  In  the  treasuries  of 
their  respective  towns  and  disbricts. 

**7.  Whereas,  the  universal  un^aadness  which  prevails  among  all 
orders  of  men  in  this  county,  arisinsr  from  the  urgent  and  oppre?'^iv« 
measures  of  the  present  administration,  may  influence  some  pertsons 
inconsideratdy  to  commit  outrages  upon  particular  persons  and  their 
proper^,  we  would  heartily  recommend  to  all  the  Inhabltsnts  of  tiiis 
county,  not  to  engage  in  any  riots,  orlicentions  attacks  upon  the  person 
or  property  of  any  one,  as  being  stibversive  of  all  order  and  govern- 
ment ;  but,  by  a  steady,  manly,  uniform,  and  persevering  opposition  to 
the  said  measures,  to  convince  our  enemies,  that  in  a  contest  so  im- 
portant and  solemn,  our  conduct  shall  be  such  as  to  merit  the  approba^ 
tion  of  all  sober  and  wise  men. 

"  8.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  all  town  meetings  ought  to 
be  called  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  ancient  usage  of  the  province. 

'*  9.  Tiiat  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  and  districts  within 
this  county,  be  advised,  for  their  own  honor,  and  for  the  d^ence  of 
their  conntrt",  that  they  U5?e  the  utmost  dilieienf-e,  forthwith,  to  ac- 
quaint theins<!lves  with  the  military  art,  under  the  command  and  direc- 
tion of  such  pei-sous  as  Lhey  shall  choose,  and  that  they  foi-nish  them- 
selves with  the  full  lawful  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  good  effective 
arms,  as  soon  as  may  be,  f6r  that  purpose. 

'*  Attest.        Ebbnszsr  Hunt  Jr.,  Oerk.'* 

On  the  29^,  the  town  met  and  approved  the  resolutions 
of  the  congress. 

An  order  for  th«  Biee-   Grov.  Gage,  on  the  first  of  September, 
tion  of  RepcMfittt*-   issued  his  precepts  for  the  election  of 
SammoDs  to  meat   Representatives  to  meet  at  Salem,  on  the 
Ooonteraiaaidod.       5th      October.   But  in  a  short  time  the 
temper  of  the  people,  which  was  manifested  in  the  county 
conventions,  as  well  as  in  their  action  in  compelling  the 
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mandarans  councillors  to  resign,^  so  acted  upon  the  mind 
of  tlie  Governor,  tliat  on  the  28***  of  tba  month,  he  issaed 
a  proclamation  countarmaudmg  the  summons. 

The  Firat  ProYia-  ^^^s^  of  the  towns,  accepting  the  advice  of 
dai  ooagreas  the  Conventions,  refused  to  elect Tepresenta- 
tivee  nnder  these  precepts,  and  only  about 
ninety  members  presented  themselves  at  the  time  appointed. 
But  neither  the  Gk>Yemor  nor  any  constitutional  officer 
appeared  to  administer  the  oath,  and  they  resolved  them- 
selves into  a  Provincial  Congress,  aasuming  all  the  duties 
of  the  defunct  General  Court  Organizing  at  Salem,  they 
adjourned  to  Concord.  Before  the  close  of  the  ses5?ioTi  their 
nnnibers  had  incrcavsed  to  two  hundred  eighty-eight.  They 
(ieuuunced  ^uch  of  the  mandamus  councillors  as  had  not 
resigned,  or  who  should  fail  to  do  so  in  ten  days,  as  rebels 
against  the  State."  They  resolved  that  all  public  moneys 
in  the  hands  of  collecting  officers,  should  not  be  paid  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Province,  and  that  the  assessors 
should  apportion  the  tax  levied  by  the  last  General  Court, 
and  pay  it  over  to  the  receivers  authorized  by  the  several 
towns  and  districts.  In  November,  the  Congress  adjourned 
for  three  weeks,  and  was  dissolved  in  December,  Muni- 
tions of  war  to  the  amount  of  £90,000  were  ordered  to  be 
purchased,  provision  was  made  for  reorganizing  the  militia, 
and  a  body  of  minute-men,  consisting  of  one  fourth  part 
of  the  forces  of  the  colony,  were  provided.  A  permanent 
Committee  of  Safety  was  appointed,  and  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  military  was  giv»^n  to  Jedediah  Prehle.  Arte- 
mas  Ward  and  Seth  Pomeroy.  The  arming  ana  ti  oquent 
drilling  of  minute-men  were  recommended,  and  the  clergy 
were  exhorted  to  labor  among  the  people  in  favor  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Continental  Oongpress. 


NortbampMciBep-  Joseph  Hawley  and  Seth  Pomeroy  were 
provilc^^^^  chosen  to  represent  Northampton  in  the 
^rov^Bcia   on-  Provincial  Congress,  and  both  were 

present  at  the  two  sessions  of  that  body. 

Probably  they  were  not  chosen  under  the  precepts  issued 
by  Gov.  Gaire,      rieither  of  them  appeared  at  Salem.  Sev- 

1  Oalj  tea  of  Jibe  tiiirty-six  cooooUlom  «pi»oint«d,  took  tli«  oaAh  ot  offiee. 
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era!  of  llie  county  conventions  suggested  that  the  Cougross 
should  assemlile  at  Concord  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  Octo- 
ber, aoid  the  delegates,  assembled  at  Salem,  adjourned  k> 
meet  at  that  place  on  the  11*''  of  the  month.  Evidently 
Mr.  Hawley  was  present  at  the  opening  of  the  session  at 
Concord,  and  remained  there  and  at  Cambridge,  one  day 
over  three  weeks  dnring  the  first  session.  He  started  for 
the  second  session,  November  14*",  about  nine  days  before 
it  commenced,  and  charged  for  two  weeks  and  five  days 
board  at  Cambridge.  He  went  on  horseback,  and  the  town 
paid  for  keeping  the  animal.  His  total  charge  for  both 
sessions  was  £7.6.2.  Col.  Pomeroy  set  out  for  Concord, 
Monday,  October  10*^,  and  reached  that  place  at  9  o'clock, 
A.  M.  on  tlie  third  day.  On  Friday  he  went  to  Boston  as 
a  member  of  a  committee  to  wait  on  Gov.  Gage,  and  then 
went  to  Cambridge.  The  following  Thursday,  October  •^l''^ 
at  night,  he  started  for  home.  On  Monday,  November 
he  left  town  again  for  the  second  session  at  Cambridge,  and 
remained  till  December  13*^,  For  both  sessions  he  received 
from  the  town  £B.5X 


The  Town  iiMkea  so   An  article  was  inserted  in  the  warrant  for 
5f!nciSl'*^?in    ^  town-meeting  in  NoveniT)er,  "To  oon- 
ciia  oonfTMs.       aider  &  act  as  they  Shall  judge  proper 
upon  the  recommendations  contained  in 

two  Several  resolutions  made  &  passed  in  &  by  the  late 
Congress  ot"  Dole^'atf^s  from  the  several  Towns  &:  Districts 
in  this  province  respecting  Province  Taxes,  that  is  to  say  one 
resolution  made  Oct.  1774,  at  Concord,  &  another  made 
on  the  28"'  of  the  same  month  at  Cambridge."  Ko  vote 
was  taken  upon  this  article.  Apparently  it  was  not  con- 
sidered, but  was  suffered  quietly  to  subside. 

CommittM  of  lospeO'  On  the  ^7^"  of  December  a  Committee  of 
Hon  Appointed.  Inspection,  consisting  of  the  following 
persons,  was  appointed: — Elias  Lyman, 
Jonathan  Clapp,  Ebenezer  Strong,  Jonathan  Janes,  Asahel 
Clapp,  Ezra  Clark,  Joseph  Lyman,  Jacob  Parsons,  Aaron 
Wright,  Oliver  Lyman,  Elihu  Clark,  Quartus  Prmr  roy, 
Ephraim  Wright.  Jonathan  Allen,  Simeon  Parsons,  Martin 
Clark,  Solomon  Allen. 
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A  Committee  of  Cor-  The  tvfo  committoos  of  Correspondence" 
reBpondenoe,  inapec-  and  "  liispecUoii , "  the  first  chosen  in  Sep- 
tionandsatety.  tember  and  the  other  in  December,  con- 
tinued to  act  till  the  latter  part  of  the  following  year,  when 
it  was  determined  to  consolidate  them*  Accordingly  on 
the  27*^  of  Noyembep,  1775,  a  committee  of  **  Correspond- 
ence, Inspection  and  Safety  was  chosen  by  "  Ballad/'  It 
consisted  of  Joseph  Hawley,  Esq.,  M'  Kohert  Breck, 
Ezra  Clark,  Dea"  Josiah  Clark,  Jacob  Parsons,  Co" 
Seth  Pomeroy,  Elijah  Hunt,  Ephraim  Wright,  W  Blias 
Lyman,  M'  Elijah  Clark.  Cap^  ,Tose[»h  Lyman,  Quartus 
Pomeroy,  M'  Martin  Phelps,  M'  Caleb  Strong  Jr.,  Doct' 
Levi  Shephard."  Any  five  of  the  committee  were  to  con- 
stitnte  a  quorum.  The  next  year  the  same  committee  was 
re-elected  with  tlie  exception  of  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy  and 
Elijah  Hunt.  In  their  places  were  chosen  Mr.  John  Ly- 
man and  Mr.  Abner  Barnard.  From  that  time  forward  the 
Committee  of  Safety  was  annually  chosen  till  the  end  of 
the  war. 

Hiittte  DiwwgHiis^.  ^or  ten  years  or  more  after  the  dose  of  the 
▲ttemptod  Re  or.  last  French  and  Indian  War,  the  militia 
became  completely  disorganized.  Compa- 
nies ceased  to  exist  and  training-day  was  forgotten.  In 

order  to  increase  the  influence  of  the  British  government 
among  the  people.  Gov'.  Hutchinson,  in  1773,  attempted  to 
revive  the  militia  throughout  the  provincp.  Officers  were 
appointed  iu  the  several  counties,  bat  the  rank  and  file 
were  not  enthusiastic.  In  Northampton  (Easthampton  and 
Westhampton  wore  not  then  incorporated)  four  companies 
were  formed,  and  another  in  Sonti^ampton.  These  oihcers 
received  their  commissions  from  Col.  Israel  Williams,  at 
Hatfield,  in  April,  1773.  There  was  a  large  gathering  on 
that  occasion,  and  plenty  of  flip  and  rum.  One  of  the  offi- 
cers, from  indulging  too  much,  "got  rid  of  his  commis- 
sion/' ^  The  officers  of  the  Northampton  companies  were : 
Co.  ^^o.  1— William  Lyman,  of  Northampton,  Captw Gid- 
eon Clark,  Lient. ;  Elijah  Hunt,  Ens. ;  Co.  No.  Aaron 
Wright,  Capt.  ;  Enoch  Clark,  Lieut.  ;  Benjamin  Sheldon, 
Ens.  ;  Co.  No.  3,  in  which  were  the  Westhampton  men — 
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John  Baker,  Capt.  ;  Selali  Wright,  Lieut.  ;  Joseph  Lyuian, 
Ens.  :  Co.  No.  4 — Jonathan  Clapp,  Capt.  :  Asahel  Chipp, 
Ldexit.  -J  Joseph  Cook,  Ens.  Of  the  Southampton  company, 
Jonatluui  Judd  Jr.  was  Oapi. ;  Lemuel  Pomeroy,  Lieut. ; 
Douglas  King,  Ens.  The  commanding  officers  of  the  regi- 
ments were  Col.  Israel  Williams  of  Hatfield,  and  Col.  John 
Worthington  of  Springfield.  Though  these  officers  were 
commissioned  in  the  spring,  there  was  no  company  formed 
and  no  attempt  at  drill  till  fall.  Apparently  some  difficulty 
occurred  in  filling  the  ranks,  and  eventually  the  men  re- 
fused to  serve  under  the  olTic'err^  a])p()inte(l  l)y  Gov.  Hutch- 
inson. Only  a  single  tiaining  is  recorded  of  any  of  the 
companies,  and  that  took  place  late  in  the  year.  In  No- 
vember, the  Korthampton  companies  held  one  day's  parade, 
and  the  Southampton  company  had  a  training-day  in  De- 
cember. But  on  the  last  named  occasion,  the  men  insulted 
their  officers,  and  nothing  was  accomplished.  Most  of 
these  officers  were  compelled  to  resign  their  commissions 
the  following  spring,  but  Capt.  Baker,  Capt.  Wright,  and 
Lieut.  Gideon  Clark  refused  to  give  them  up. 

The  First  Hampahlie  Under  authority  granted  by  the  Provincial 
Asgiment.  Congress.  all  owing  militia  officers  to  divide 

regiments  and  othei-wise  reorganize  Ihem, 
the  ofiicers  of  the  first  Hampshire  Regiment  met  at  North- 
ampton, Novemher  ](T-'  and  11*"^,  1771.  Capt.  Jonathan 
Olapp  of  '*  Clapp's  Farms,"  Northampton,  was  chosen 
chairman,  and  Lieut.  John  Chester  Williams  of  Hadley, 
clerk.  They  divided  the  regiment  into  three,  and  drew  up 
a  paper  ''renouncing  and  disdaining  all  authority  they 
might  have  by  virtue  of  any  comnussion  from  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  Esq.,  late  Qovemor/'  It  received  the  signa- 
tr.rr-  of  thirty -two  men  from  difFerent  towns  in  the  county 
and  included  the  names  of  Elijah  Hunt  Jr.,  Joseph  Lyman 
and  Asahel  Clapp  of  Northampton.  The  first  regiment 
covered  the  towns  of  Northampton.  Bouthampton,  Hat/- 
field,  Williamsburg,  Chesterfield.  Worthington,  Murray- 
field,  Norwich,  Whately.  Ashtield,  and  No.  5.  afterwards 
Cummin gton.  Seth  Pomeroy  was  chosen  Colonel,  and 
Dea.  Ezra  May  of  Goshen,  Major. 
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■Old  Officers Besign.    Previous  to  this  meeting,  on  the  96*^  of 

August,  the  officera  of  Col.  Murray's  regi- 
ment met  at  Brookfield,  and  resigned  the  oommisaions  they 
had  received  from  GfoT.  Hutchinson. 

CompanieB  of  Mill-  The  First  Provincial  Congress  reeommended 
ute-jton  Formed,  the  formation  of  companies  of  Minute-Men 
to  consist  of  not  less  than  fifty  privates,  the 
•oflicers  to  he  elected  by  the  men,  and  in  every  town  such 
organizations  were  formed.  After  the  reorganization  of 
the  first  H<ampshire  Kegimeiit,  there  were  three  companies 
of  militia  in  Korthamploii,  olTicered  as  follows:  —  The 
first  company  by  Elijali  Huut,  Captain,  afterwards  Jona- 
than Allen ;  Elijah  dark,  Lieut. ;  John  King,  Ens.  The 
second  by  Samuel  Clark,  Captain,  afterwards  Joseph  Ly- 
man ;  Qnartus  Pomeroy,  Lieut. ;  Elijah  Lyman,  Ens.  The 
third  by  Jonathan  Clapp,  Capt. ;  Joseph  Cook,  Lieut. ; 
Jonathan  Steams,  Ens.  Apparently  neither  of  these  com- 
panies went  into  active  service  under  the  officers  named 
above*  Their  muster-rolls  have  not  been  preserved,  but 
from  them  the  minnte-men  were  organizod.  It  was  pro- 
vided that  one  fourth  nf  t]ie  militia  should  ]>e  enlisted  and 
•drilled  ius  miuute-men,  ready  to  march  at  the  shortest  no- 
tice. In  1774,  such  a  company,  to  the  number  of  about  100 
men.  was  foi-mod  here.  It  was  commanded  by  Jonathan 
Allen,  Capt. ;  Oliver  Lyman,  Lieut. ;  Jonathan  Stearns, 
Ens. ;  and  when  news  of  hostilities  arrived,  it  set  out  for 
the  seat  of  war  as  will  be  narrated  hereafter.  This  com- 
pany was  often  in  training ;  the  Provincial  Congress  recom- 
mended that  they  should  **  be  disciplined  three  times  a 
week,  and  oftener  as  opportunity  may  offer."  The  town 
^owed  them  9d.  each  for  every  training,  and  their  pay 
was  40b.  per  month  in  Continental  biUs.  This  company 
was  organized  under  a  vote  of  the  town  in  November,  1774. 

Second  Proyinoiki     On  the  first  of  February,  1775,  the  Second 
congreaa.  Provincial  Congress  mot  at  Cambridge.  It 

remained  in  session  till  the  10"''.  On  the 
22''  of  the  following  March,  it  reconvened  at  Concord,  and 
adjourned  April  15*'',  two  days  before  the  battle  of  Lexing- 
ton. The  day  after  that  battle,  however,  the  committee 
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appointed  to  call  it  together  ^rlipn  circnrastaTices  demanded, 
issued  a  sinnmons  for  its  i ni.'nediate  assembling.  This 
extraordinary  session  was  )]i.'[ied  at  Concord  on  the  22*^, 
and  at  once  adjonrned  to  Walt  i  town.  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy 
and  Major  Joseph  Hawley  were  again  members  from 
NortbAmpton.  The  most  vigorous  and  comprehensive 
measures  were  adopted  for  defence  and  protection.  An 
army  of  90,000  men  was  voted  to  be  raised  by  the  colony, 
and  18,600  by  this  Province. 

Th  T  SABsion  of  The  Third  Provincial  Congress  assembled 
the  Frovinci«i  at  "Watertowu,  Wednesday,  May  31,  and 
dissolved  July  19,  1775.  Northampton  was 
represented  by  Major  Hawley  and  Mr.  Elias  Lyman. 
About  the  middle  oi  May,  the  Second  Provincial  Congress 
applied  to  the  Continental  Congress  for  advice  concerning 
some  method  of  civil  government,  inasmuch  as  the  colony 
was  denied  the  exercise  of  that  right,  according  to  our 
charter,  or  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  English  con- 
stitution." In  June  the  resolve  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress was  adopted  by  the  Third  Provincial  Congress,  and 
in  accordance  therewith  letters  were  sent  to  the  several 
towns  requesting  them  to  hold  meetings  of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants "that  have  an  estate  or  freehold  in  land  within  this 
province  or  territory,  of  forty  shillings  per  annum,  at 
least,  or  other  estate  to  the  value  of  forty  pounds  sterling  " 
and  elect  one  or  more  deputies  to  represent  them  "in  a 
great  and  general  court  or  assembly^  to  serve  till  the  day 
next  pi-eceding  the  last  Wednesday  of  the  next  May  to  be 
hold  at  Watertown  on  the  19  of  the  July  next  ensuing.** 
The  resolve  of  Congress  specihed  that  ihe  assembly 
"should  elect  councillors,  which  assembly  and  council 
should  exercise  the  powers  of  government,  until  a  govern- 
ment  of  his  Majesty's  appointment  will  consent  to  govern 
the  colony  according  to  its  charter.  Even  at  this  time 
when  the  war  was  in  vigorous  prosecution,  there  were 
hopes  of  a  reconciliation  with  the  mother  country. 

The  GpDfral  Court      Most  of  thc  to-^VTlS  Tesponded  f  O  this  TCSolve. 

conveuefl.     The  Great  and  General  Court  which  had 
been  supplanted  for  a  brief  period  by  the 
Provincial  Congress,  was  again  established,  and  the  old 
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system  of  government  with  the  office  of  Governor  vacant, 
was  once  more  put  in  operation.  Northa-mpton,  appar- 
ently, was  not  rei)resented  at  tlie  nt'o-sioii  held  in  the  sum- 
mer and  fall  of  1775,  but  the  next  year  three  members  were 
ohofien:  Joseph  BDawley,  Ephraim  Wright  and  Caleb 
Strong. 

Pn.     In  acGordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
▼^^^  the  authorities,  that  each  town  should  pro- 

vide a  snpply  of  the  munitions  of  war,  the 
selectmen  in  1775,  made  a  contract  with  Breck  &  Hunt,  iu 
consideration  of  £47  paid  to  them  by  the  town,  *'to  keep 
and  maintain  for  the  use  of  the  s*^  inhabitants  of  Korth- 
ampton,  the  full  quantity  of  345'"' of  good  merchantable 
gnn  powder,  730'"*  of  merchantable  Lead,  and  1000  of  good 
gun  flints  in  good  condition  at  all  timeSj"  to  be  delivered 
for  use  when  wanted.  In  1779,  the  quantity  on  hand  was 
deliyered  to  Joseph  Clark. 

Teacher  of  the  Gram-    During  the  samo  year  the  grammar 
m»r  School  Cau-    schoolmaster  was  again  reminded  that  he 
must  n(jt  1)6  partial  to  his  Latin  and  Greek 
scholars,  by  an  order  not  to  spend  more  time  on  them  than 
on  other  students. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

REVOLUTION— PRISONERS  OF  WAR— TORIES. 

Gov.  Gage  Preoipl'   While  the  people  were  thus  boldly  assert^ 
totoa  tbe  coDtMt.   j^jg  themselveB,  and  preparing  for  the 

struggle  which  the  most  sangiiiTie  of  them 
could  but  believe  was  inevitable,  Gen.  Gage  not  only  pro- 
ceeded to  carrj'  out  his  instructions  for  enforcing  the  newly 
proTTiulgated  laws,  but  he  attempted  to  seize  military  stores 
wherever  thev  had  been  collected  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston. 
A  detachment  of  troops  was  sent  to  Salem,  but  through 
the  determined  action  of  the  citizens,  it  failed  of  its  object, 
and  came  away  empty-handed.  Another  party,  ordered  to 
destroy  the  military  stores  at  Concord,  met  with  open 
resistance,  and  the  fearful  straggle  of  the  Bevolntion  was 
commenced  at  Lexington,  on  the  19*"  of  ApriL  It  is  not 
necessary  to  describe  the  well-known  events  of  that  mem« 
orable  day.  Then  was  the  first  blood  shed  in  the  War  for 
In  dependence,  and  the  inhabitants  everywhere  ronsed  them- 
selves for  the  fight. 

NorthamptoD  Minute-    News  of  tho  battle  of  Lexiugton  reached 
Men  st»rt  for  the    th.is  town  on  the  morning  of  April  31"*, 

and  the  nrst  company  ot  mmute-men, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Allen,  to  the  num- 
ber of  sixty,*  set  out  within  a  few  honrs  for  the  seat  of  war. 
The  following  narrative  of  the  march  of  this  company  was 
related  to  the  late  Sylvester  Judd,  by  Noah  Cook,  after- 
wards Captain,  who  lived  at  the  lower  end  of  Pleasant 
Street.   He  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Cook,  who  was  in  1777 

1  Fknr  Mntter^U  Me  Appaodlx. 
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and  1778,  keeper  of  tlie  jail.  At  the  time  of  this  narration. 
Capt.  Cook  was  at  least  75  years  of  age.  He  enlisted  when 
eighteen  years  old.  In  1782  he  married  Paulina  Baker  and 
settled  in  Westhampton. 

The  News  BMeiToa.  Information  of  the  battle  reached  North- 
ampton by  special  messenger,  at  abont  11 
o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  messenger  continuing  up  the  valley  in 
order  to  notify  other  towns.  He  met  the  same  patriotic 
reception  everywhere.  It  was  for  this  that  the  people  had 
been  making  preparations,  and  his  intelligence  warned 
them  that  the  crisis  had  arrived. 

The  rnmpany  aitber  Before  the  courier  had  fairly  resumed  his 
at  ciiarcb.  onward  way,  the  mootin^-house  bell  gave 
forth  its  warning,  and  the  whole  town 
was  speedily  alarmed.  Cook,  with  many  others,  was  at 
work  in  the  meadows,  himself  engaged  in  harrowing  in 
oats.  At  the  sound  of  the  bell  every  man  left  his  work 
and  hastened  homewards;  the  minute-men  seized  their 
equipments,  and  In  a  short  time  the  oomjMiny  paraded  be- 
fore the  meeting-house.  Bev.  Mr.  Hooker  offered  prayer^ 
and  Col.  Seth  Pomeroy  addressed  them,  giving  them  words 
of  patriotic  encouragement,  and  sensible  advice  about  the 
manner  of  marching,  and  about  other  military  duties. 
Each  man  took  provisions  for  three  or  four  days,  and  all 
were  soon  ready  to  begin  the  march.  The  whole  town  was 
in  a  state  of  great  excitement,  and  the  women  shed  many 
tears. 

of  the  Worth-  1^^^  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  the  com- 
amptonOompMir.  pany  started,  arrived  at  Belchertown  in 
the  evening,  and  spent  the  night  at  Graves* 
tavern.  Cook  and  a  number  of  others  slept  in  the  bam. 
On  the  2%^  the  company  marched  to  Brookfield.  At  Ware 
one  soldier's  courage  failed,  and  he  returned  home.  Of 
course  this  act,  attributed  to  cowardice,  was  vigorously 
commented  upon  by  his  companions.  On  the  23*,  they 
were  at  Shrewsbury,  and  on  the  24*^,  arrived  at  Ck>ncord. 
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Officers  and  soldiers  were  on  foot,  ami  had  no  wagons* 
•  "witli  Uiem.  At  Concord  they  drew  provisions,  rausty 
porky  pease  and  a  little  rice.  Here  he  aaw  English  prison- 
er8»  and  was  impressed  with  the  visible  effects  of  the  war. 
Eleazar  Boot  was  Chaplain,  and  prayed  fervently  night 
and  morning.  He  was  an  a^ent  christian  and  a  zealous 
whig,  but  a  plain  man  of  common  education.  Once  dur- 
ing prayer  when  Root  was  disconcerted  by  the  appearance 
of  some  superior  otticers,  he  remarked  '*the  fear  of  man 
bringeth  a  snare."  He  remained  with  the  company  during 
the  campaign. 

The  f  rr  rany  at  the    "F'rom  Concord  the  KorthamptoTi  company 
Seat  of  War.  went  to  Cambridge,  where  they  remained 

a  few  days  quartered  at  the  house  oi"  one 
Versaill,  a  tory,  who  had  joined  the  British.  Cook  de- 
scribed it  as  a  large  and  elegant  house.  Soon  after  their 
arrival  at  Cambridge,  about  the  first  of  May,  most  of  the 
Northampton  company  volunteered  to  serve  eight  months. 
Some  of  them  returned  home  and  others  took  their  places. 
In  a  short  time  the  company  was  ordered  to  Bozbury, 
where  they  remained  till  after  the  battle  of  Bunker  HUl. 
They  heard  the  firing  and  saw  the  flames  of  Charlestown, 
but  could  not  see  the  battle-field.  In  Boxbury  they  en- 
camped at  the  cross-roads  below  the  meeting-house.  The 
British  had  a  fortification  across  the  Neck,  the  sentinels  of 
the  two  armies  were  at  some  poiTits  not  more  than  fifteen 
rods  apart.,  and  would  sometimes  speak  to  one  another. 
During  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  the  company  was  below 
George's  tavern.    A  shell  fell  in  the  camp,  cut  off  Geoi-ge 

I  Capt.  Cook  states  that  the  uompany  had  oo  wagona  with  them.  The  baggage, 
however,  eould  not  have  beeu  far  behiod,  tor  on  tb«  oC  April,  the  day  oo  vhloh 
they  s(^t  out,  thtee  wa^n-loads  of  bag^afce  were  dispatched.  Aea  Wrf^h(.  Elijah 
Huut,  aud  JooathaQ  Ha^l,  were  paid  £or  the  use  of  their  wagons  to  carry  baggago  to 
the  e«mp.  Jonathao  Boll,  for  the  **  eerrtoe  ot  hU  waggon  ttom  Northampton  to  Con- 
eoad  *  firom  thenoe  to  Oambtidgo  to  earry  the  baggage  of  Oapt.  Alienee  Hftnute  Com* 
paD7  upon  the  alann  at  the  tMittto  ot  LeslnKton  lOQ  tntlee  at  9*  par  mile  AklAJw** 
Wriest  and  Hunt  were  eacTi  paid  IRs.  for  the  u.ho  of  "hia  horse  to  thf  catnp  in  a  wag- 
gtn.*^  On  the  S^,  John  Eiley  went  with  baggage  to  the  oamp :  he  waa  gone  ten  daya 
and  reoelTod  Uto.  4d.  On  the  lO^^  of  May,  Jonathan  BaU^  wngon  was  again  tn  me  to 

carry  baggage  tor  recruits  of  said  (company  96  miles,  tfis  TTall  bad  been  omploynd  as 
an  expreaa,  when  the  Provincial  Congress  was  in  session,  but  In  this  case  it  is  proba- 
ble that  one  ot  the  ooupany  drove  the  hone  '*  tn  a  waggtai." 
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Laugford's  jsnin,*  and  Wimnded  Luther  Pomoroy.  In  the 
eveuing  many  shells  and  stink  pots  were  fired,  but  the 
flftmes  were  speedily  extinguished.  One  ball  ludged  in  the 
plate  of  the  Boxhury  meeting-hotise.  After  the  battle,  the 
regiment  removed  to  the  other  side  of  the  meeting-house, 
and  pitched  their  tents  in  an  orchard.  Qen.  Washington's 
headquarters  were  not  far  off.  In  a  few  weeks  the  regi- 
ment marched  to  Dorchester,  and  were  billeted  in  the 
honsee  of  the  settlers.*  Parades  were  held  near  the  bnrying- 
ground. 

oa«M««f  tiMB«gi-  This  regiment  was  under  the  command  of 
»•"*•  Col.  Fellows  of  Great  Barrington,  Lieut. - 

Col.  Jiager  of  Worthington,  and  Major 
Tapper  of  Chesterfield.  Bemis  of  Great  Barrington  was 
Adjutant.  The  companies  were  commanded  by  Capt.  King 
of  Great  Barrington,  Capt  Moses  Soule  of  New  Marlboro 
(Berkshire),  Capt.  Allen  of  Northampton,  Capt.  Abner 
Pomeroy  of  Southampton,  Capt.  Webber  of  Worthington, 
Capth  Webster  of  Chesterfield,  Capt.  Israel  Chapin  of  Hat- 
field, and  others.  The  soldiers  from  the  east  side  of  Con- 
necticut River  were  in  another  regiment.  A  guard  was 
sent  to  Dorchester  Point  every  night.  Capt.  Abner  Pom- 
eroy's  company  was  stationed  at  what  is  now  Commeicial 
Point. 

i!b«  Compear  Ee-    Most  of  the  comp^iu y  of  minute-men  whose 
^■^  proceedings  have  thus  been  detailed,  came 

home  about  the  first  of  January,  1776. 
Some  of  them  enlisted  for  another  year.  Capt.  Jonathan 
Allen  returned  sixty-five  men  in  his  company  at  Dorches- 
ter, Sept.  6,  1775.  Noah  Cook  came  home  from  Dorchester 
about  the  middle  of  January,  having  remained  two  weeks 
over  eight  months,  as  did  many  others. 

Tioonderoga  aod     The  next  important  event  was  the  capture 
Grown  Point.       of  Forts  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point. 

This  did  much  to  kindle  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  iieople  throughout  the  country,  furnished  greatly 

1  Lnngford  petitioned  the  GeoenJ  Court  tor  lb.  vlileh  bo  poM  tor  mondtnv  his 

gun.  in  ttTt,  which  be  said  "  was  cnt  off  by  a  naoDOn  b»U  while  he  WM  at  the  hveait- 
worJc  in  Bozbncy,  June  17, 1776."  1 1  was  allowed. 
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needed  military  supplies,  and  immortalized  the  cummriuder 
of  the  expedition.  This  enterprise  was  condtieted  by  men, 
none  of  whom  were  residents  of  this  valley,  yet  the  name 
of  one  of  Northampton's  honored  sons  is  connected  to  some 
extent  with  its  inception  and  organization. 

inoeiitimi  of  th«    Attention  was  directed  towards  Canada  in 
Batvipriw.        the  hope  that  it  might  he  either  neutralized 

in  the  event  of  a  war  with  England,  or  en- 
listed as  an  ally,  during  the  December  session  of  the  First 
Provincial  Congress.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain the  state  of  public  opinion  there,  as  well  as  to  report 
whatever  uiovements  were  in  progress  in  that  sectiou.  Of 
this  committee.  Major  Hawloy  and  Col.  Pomeroy  were 
members.  One  of  their  number,  John  Brown  of  Fittsfield, 
was  commissioned  to  proceed  to  Canada,  and  ascertain  the 
facts.  It  was  in  one  of  his  letters,  written  in  March,  1775, 
to  tl^e  Massachusetts  Committee  of  Safety  and  Correspond- 
ence, that  the  first  suggestion  of  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga 
is  to  be  found.  ^  Tlie  next  step  in  this  matter  is  variously 
accounted  for.  Biographers  of  Col,  Pomeroy  assert  that  he 
laid  the  plans  for  the  capture  of  the  place  before  several 
members  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  that  in  accordance 
with  his  recommendation,  Benedict.  Arnold  was  sent  to  the 
New  Hampsliire  Grants  (Vermont),  to  enlist  men  and  re- 
duce the  place.  But  having  some  doubt  about  the  success 
of  Arnold,  he  wrote  to  members  of  the  Connecticut  Legis- 
lature, then  in  session,  urging  them  to  engage  in  the  enter- 
prise. *  Though  nothing  has  been  found  in  the  correspond- 
ence of  Col.  Pomeroy,  sustaining  this  statement,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly in  a  measure  true.  As  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee under  whose  authority  Mr.  Brown  undertook  the 
mission  to  Canada,  as  well  as  one  of  the  military  command- 
ers of  the  Province,  Gen.  Pomeroy  undoubtedly  had  early 
intelligence  of  the  purport  of  the  letter  of  Brown,  in  which 
the  scheme  was  proposed.  The  Committee  of  Safety,  to 
whom  this  letter  was  a^l dressed,  would  naturally  turn  to 
the  military  commanders  for  advice,  and  as  a  result  Pom- 
eroy may  have  sketched  the  plan  of  campaign.  It  was  not, 

1  SmlUi**  Hlstorr  of  Plttofleld,  vol.  1,  p.  SU. 
g  Amwloui  While  B«Ttow. 


* 


364 


HI8T0BY  OV  NOBTHAMPTON. 


however,  on  accoxmt  of  aay  uncertainty  about  the  success 
of  Arnold,  that  he  addressed  the  Connecticut  men,  for 
their  expedition  had  been  inaugurated  before  Arnold  re- 
ceived his  commission.  If  Gen.  Pomeroy  wrote  to  the 
neighboring  colony  at  all,  it  was  because  of  the  delay  on  the 
part  of  the  Massachusetts  authorities.  As  week  after  week 
•elapsed,  and  nothing  was  done,  he  became  impatient. 
Well  aware  that  in  military  affairs  promptitude  was  the 
forerunner  of  success,  he  implored  their  assistance.  While 
there  is  no  certain  knowledge  that  Gen.  Ponieroy  laid  his 
plans  before  the  Connecticut  men,  yet  there  is  a  i)lansihility 
at  least  in  tlie  theory  that  they  derived  their  first  intima- 
tion of  the  affair  from  him. 


Benedict  Araoid  After  liCzington,  whcu  the  excitement  of 
Aoto.  expected  warfare  with  England  pervaded 

the  country,  and  Connecticut  declined  to 
send  reinforcements  to  Massachusetts,  Benedict  Arnold 
raised  a  company  of  volunteers  in  New  Haven  for  that 
purpose.  Unable  to  obtain  arms  and  ammunition  from  the 
proper  authorities,  he  broke  open  the  arsenal,  secured  what 
he  needed,  and  arrived  at  Cambridge  in  the  latter  part  of 
April.  On  the  30^''  of  that  month  he  reported,  at  tlie  re- 
quest of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  the  size  of  the  arma- 
ment at  Fort  Ticonderoga,  and  the  condition  of  the  fort. 
Three  days  later  he  received  a  commission  as  Colonel,  with 
instructions  to  raise  four  hundred  men  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  Province,  and  reduce  the  fortification.  He  started 
immediately  to  carry  out  his  orders,  reached  the  town  of 
Deerfield  on  the  6^,  and  was  at  Rupert,  Vt.,  on  the  8^. 

oonneotknttSeiMiiie  In  the  meantime,  as  early  as  the  38*^  of 
for  captufiBg  Ti.  April,  sevcral  members  of  the  Connecticut 
oouuerogft.  Assembly  concocted  a  scheme  to  capture 

the  fort,  in  order  to  supply  cannon  to  the  army.  They 
pronired  £300  from  the  treasury  of  Connecticut,  and  at 
once  i)ushed  forward  their  enterprise  to  a  tniimphant  con- 
summation. Col.  Samuel  H.  Parsons,  Oapt.  Edward  Mott, 
Noah  Phelps,  and  Bernard  Romans  wore  the  instigators 
and  promoters  of  the  luidertaking.  Capt.  Mott,  who  had 
charge  of  the  expedition,  hurried  forward  to  Pittsfield 
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with  siiLteuu  men.  Here  recruits  wore  obtained  from  Col. 
EiastOTi'f5  regiment,  and  tlie  command  assigned  to  Ethan 
Allen,  who  reiuforcud  the  little  army  with  a  detachment  of 
Green  Mountain  Boys.  Col.  Benedict  Arnold  presented 
himself  on  the  19*"  of  May  and  demanded  the  chief  com* 
mand.  The  Connecticnt  men  declined  to  yield  and  the 
soldiers  refused  to  serve  under  him.  Arnold  finally  waived 
his  right  to  the  supreme  command  and  stood  by  the  side  of 
Allen  when  he  demanded  the  surrender  in  the  name  of  the 
**  Great  Jehovah  and  the  Continental  Congress.'^  ^ 

iiiniit«-M«D  Ru«ti  The  aflair  of  the  19"'  of  April  so  aroused 
to  the  Front.  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  that  from 
every  quarter  minute-men,  like  those  of 
Northampton,  rushed  to  the  front.  In  a  few  days  an  army 
of  15,000  patriots  had  assembled,  and  the  siege  of  Boston 
began.  At  the  same  time  Gen.  Gage  had  been  reinforced, 
till  he  had  an  army  of  8,000  British  Regulars  and  a  fleet  of 
war-ships  in  the  harbor. 

Bunker  HUi.  On  the  17'^  of  June  occurred  the  memora- 
ble battle  of  Bnnker  Hill.  With  one  ex- 
ception, it  is  not  known  that  any  i^orthampton  man  partic- 
ipated in  the  hght.  The  position  of  the  Northampton 
company  of  minute-men 'has  been  previously  described. 

Gen.  Seth  Pomeroy,  having  been  appointed 
Bunirar  ffiiL  one  of  the  commanders  of  the  Massachu- 
setts troops  by  the  first  Provincial  Congress, 
was  busily  engaged  in  organizine:  the  forces  levied  for  the 
protection  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Jonathan  Judd, 
in  his  diary,  notes  the  election  of  Gen.  Pomeroy  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  and  remarks  :  ' '  He  is  very  high  in 
Liberty."  He  was  present  at  the  first  session  of  the  Second 
Provincial  Congress,  but  his  military  duties  soon  absorbed 
all  his  attention.  Worn  with  toil  in  the  discharge  of  his 
accumulated  labors— he  was  then  69  years  of  age—about 
the  middle  of  June  he  sought  to  recruit  his  failing  energies 
by  an  interval  of  rest  at  his  own  fireside.  Only  twenty- 
four  hours  elapsed  after  reaching  home,  when  the  messen- 
ger arrived  from  Geo,  Putnam,  announcing  the  contempla- 

1  For  full  partlfiolMrs  of  this  azpeditloo,  oonaalt  Smith**  Higtoty  of  Pittafleld, 
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ted  movement  upon  Charlestowu  heights.  Aware  that  this 
would  be  but  a  signal  for  further  hostilities,  he  took  his 
horse  from  the  team,  and  before  tlie  afternoon  shadows 
liegan  to  lengthen,  he  was  on  his  way  to  tlie  scene  of  con- 
flict. Twice  changing  horses  on  the  route,  all  through  the 
hours  of  the  ni^ht  h.e  urged  liis  onward  way,  and  at  noon 
on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Banker  Hill  he  reached  Oam- 
bridge.  The  enemy  were  jnst  landing  preparatory  to 
storming  the  entrenchments.  Charlestown  Neck  was  swept 
by  the  British  fire,  and*  alighting  from  his  horse,  which 
was  a  borrowed  one,  with  the  remark  that  the  animal  was 
much  too  valuable  to  risk,  he  crossed  the  narrow  pass  on 
foot,  and  went  directly  to  the  front.  He  was  receiyed  with 
shouts  of  welcome  from  both  officers  and  privates,  but  re- 
fused the  chief  command,  and  went  into  the  fight  a  volun- 
teer,^ though  before  night  he  accepted  the  command  of  a 
battalion.*  He  ordered  his  men  not  to  five  till  tliey  could 
see  the  buttons  on  their  enemies"  coats.  His  gun  having 
become  hot  from  continued  firing,  and  at  last  rendered  xise- 
Igss  by  a  grape-shot,  he  clubbed  the  weapon  and  still  faced 
the  foe.  When  it  became  necessary  to  retreat,  he  went 
backward  down  the  hill  and  over  the  neck,  still  facing  the 
foe.  It  has  been  stated  that  he  killed  Gen.  Pitcaim,  but 
like  the  story  that  he  fired  upon  the  wounded  Dieskau,  it 
lacks  confirmation.  Possibly  he  may  have  directed  the  fire 
of  the  squadron  before  which  Pitcaim  fell.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  he  was  not  on  the  part  of  the  field  where 
that  brave  officer  lost  his  life,  in  the  last  charge  of  that 
fatal  day. 

After  his  musket  became  useless,  he  passed  up  and  down 
the  barricade,  encouraging  the  men,  lori'ling  tlioir  y-ans, 
and  removing  the  wounded.  When  the  entrenchments 
above  him  had  been  carried  by  the  British,  and  his  men 
were  commencing  a  liurried  retreat,  he  is  said  to  have  ex- 
claimed, "Don't  run  boys  I  I>on*t  run  I  Fight  them  with 
the  breech  of  your  muskets,  as  I  do.  It  shan't  be  said  of 
Seth  Pomeroy  that  he  was  shot  in  the  back.'' ' 

1  It  U  reported  of  hfan  that'ba  earitod  on  thl»  owaioD  >  gun  ot  hia  owa.  mimnllao- 

tofft  wiil«  >i      hfifl  naf>i!  thirty  years  before  »t  the  siof^e  of  Lnninhnrg. 

f  It  vas  oa  ibis  occasion  thai  Oen.  Putnam^  on  maetiag  0«a.  Pomeroy,  exclaimed, 
**ToulMn,FoiBiei(v  t  God,  I  belter*  »  OMDoa  bsU  would  wake  70a  up  if  you  Clept 

in  your  f^raTe." 

8  Amedeaa  Wlilg  Seriev. 
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Q«n.  wasUinKtoa  of-  ^oon  after  this  battle,  Gen.  WasMngton 
fersuni  ft  Brigade,  assumed  the  command  of  the  American 
army,  and  offered  the  position  of  Brigadier 
Qeneral  to  Qen.  Pomeroy.  The  state  of  his  health  com- 
pelled him  to  decline  the  appointment,  and  he  returned 
home.  Within  two  years,  however,  at  the  personal  solici- 
tation of  Washington,  he  re-entered  the  service,  but  he 
was  unable  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  the  campaign,  and 
died  in  a  few  weeks  at  PeekskilL 

TrMtaMiit of  Piii>  The  matter  of  the  treatnieiit  of  priaouers 
created  considerable  interest  tliroiighout  the 
country.  Gen.  Gage  considered  all  prison- 
ers rebels,  whether  taken  in  arms  or  not.  Prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Boston  had  been  arrested  and  throwA  into 
prison,  among  thieves  and  felons,  while  officers  and  soldiers 
were  kept  in  dose  confinement,  and  it  was  believed  were 
treated  with  great  cruelty.  Qen.  Washington  remonstra- 
ted against  such  brutality »  and  threatened  to  retaliate. 
Gen.  Gage  refused  to  modify  his  methods,  and  Washington 
notified  Mm  that  if  lie  ^as  compelled  to  treat  **  our  prison- 
ers with  harshness,  they  and  you  will  remember  tlie  occa- 
sion for  it."  But  AVashini?ton.  although  wholly  justified 
by  tlie  lawf?  of  war.  could  not  reconcile  himself  to  an  act 
which  should  ' '  inflict  punishment  on  innocent  men  for  the 
folly  and  obstinacy  of  a  commander. '^^ 

Priaooen  sent  to 

Many  prisoners  captured  from  the  British, 
Northampton  Jail,  were  seut  to  towus  iu  the  interior  for  safe- 
keeping, till  they  could  be  properly  ex- 
changed. In  August,  a  squad  of  twelve  officers  and  twenty- 
six  privates,  were  sent  to  Northampton  to  be  thus  held  in 
custody,  A  new  jail  had  just  been  erected  here,  and  it  was 
doubtless  considered  a  place  of  safety.  The  following  doc- 
ument, signed  by  a  majority  of  the  council,  is  an  interest- 
ing contribution  to  the  history  of  the  times.  It  is  the  orig- 
inal paper,  issued  to  Lieut.  Parker,  signed  by  fifteen  mem- 
bers of  the  council,  containing  the  autographs  of  some  of 
the  leading  men  in  the  **  times  that  tried  men's  souls  " :  — 

Council  Ghamber  in  Watertown,  Aug*  19,  1775. 
**Ofd€md,  that  Mr.  Ichabod  Jomee,  Oapt.  Aniold,  Mr.  Bodd  GKumer, 
1  Sparks*  Ute  of  WadiiagtoD,  p.  HH, 
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Mr.  Broughton  a  minor,  Midbbipman  <5c  Mr.  Dummitt,  a  minor  Mid- 
sliipmaii,  1m  sent  to  Korfchamptoa  Ghml,  A  there  oonflned  tQl  farther 
oidera— 'And  whereas  the  above  named  Mr.  Bndd,  the  Qtmner,  has 
he«n  taken  Prisonw  Ijefore  &  broke  his  parole  of  Honor,  the  Keeper  of 
said  Croal  is  ordered  to  take  particular  Care,  that  he  be  kept  in  doae 
c<nifinenieDt.-~And  that  Cai»t.  Jn*.  Knight,  Tho*.  Spry,  Dan'  HcFadyen, 
JRobK  Hauning  EQMiins  Midshipmen,  William  Bogie  Clerk,  Thomas 
Prowle  MidshipmaTi.  Rirh  '  StiltoTi-fleet  Midshipman,  have  the  Liberty 
of  walking  about  each  of  them  giving  his  Parole  ot'  Honor,  for  himself, 
not  to  exceed  the  Limits  within  the  Town  of  Northamiirton,  that  may 
be  preeoribed  by  the  Seleotmen  &  Committee  of  Oorreapondenoe  of  said 
Town.  Aud  that  snch  other  Indulgence  &  Civility  be  she"WTi  them,  as 
shall  be  consistent  wiih  the  public  Safety,  so  long  as  they  shaU  demean 
themsfllvee  with  Decency  &  good  manners ;  as  it  doth  not  appear  that 
they,  or  either  of  them  have  committed  HoetilitleB  against  this  Ckmntry . 

"  And  that  Thomas  Browning,  Edward  BnrgesB,  .Tames  May,  John 
Horril,  Martin  Chace,  James  Collins.  Joseph  Clarke,  Jn'^  Laneslwrough, 
"W*^  Moure,  Tho*.  Peck,  Thomas  Donaldson,  Rob'.  Light,  Tho'  Coffin, 
Tho*.  Naich,  Giles  Jones,  Tho*.  Tayler,  W".  Allen,  Bioketts,  Jno^El- 
lii),  Jn°  Madum,  W*  Mackey,  Uriah  Jones,  Hike  Lave,  Hugh  Hughes, 
Jn"  M^Credge,  Arthur  Bemett.  Jn"  Baxter,  &  Abraham  Allett  Prir- 
atee— be  sent  to  the  Town  of  Isiortbamptou,  &;  put  under  the  Care  of  the 
Seleotmen  of  said  Town,  and  the  said  Selectmen  are  directed  &  (ndered 
to  confine  the  above  named  Prisoners  (or  either  of  them)  in  the  Goal  in 
NorthaniptoTi.  or  otherwiBe  d\>Tv*H«  of  them.  &  see  that  they  are  pro* 
vided  for,  in  imch  &  manner,  having  regard  to  the  Security  ^  In* 
tareet  of  the  Oolony,  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet— And  that  lisiit. 
Jonas  Parker  be  ordered  to  convey  the  above  named  Prisoners,  to 
Northampton,  <fc  be  ordered  to  deliver  the  Officers  first  named  to  the 
Keeper  of  the  said  QosA,  and  the  Officers  last  named  to  the  Selectmen  or 
Ckmumttee  of  Gorrespomdenoe,  And  the  Privates  to  the  Selectmen  of 
sadd  Town.  And  the  Keeper  of  the  said  Goal  is  hereby  directed  & 
ordered  lo  take  said  Prisoners  into  his  Custody,  &  confine  them  in  Goal 
And  see  that  they  are  provided  for,  at  the  duu-ge  of  this  Colony,  nntill 
farther  Order. 

**  And  the  Lmholders  npon  the  Bead  from  Watertown  to  Northamp- 
ton Goal  are  hereby  directed  A  ordered  to  supply  the  aforesaid  Lieut. 

Parker,  with  suitable  provisions  for  his  Company,  &  the  Prison^  nn- 
der  his  at  the  charge  of  thi»  Colony.— And  that  Bkh'  Downey, 
James  Hickey,  Peter  Lime  is  Joseph  Clegg  a  Minor,  all  btionging  to 
Neva  Scotia  be  sent  to  the  Town  of  Mwdboroagh  by  the  Same  Officer, 
ft  pntnnder  the  Care  of  the  Selectmen  of  said  Tnvrn. 

'*  And  it  is  further  fwdered,  that  the  Said  Lieut.  Jonas  Parker,  also 
convey  Andrew  Hamilton  to  Springfield  Goal,  and  the  Keeper  of  thessid 
Goal  is  ordered  to  receive  the  said  And*  Hamiltain  into  his  Custody,  Sb 
to  grant  him  the  Liberty  of  the  Yard  during  his  good  Behaviour,  upon 
the  failure  of  which  to  put  him  under  close  confinement,  there  to  re- 
main 'till  further  Qrder.«-Aud  the  said  Lieut.  Jonas  Parker  is  further 
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€(rderad,  to  ooDvey  Mr.  Edward  Parry  to  fhe  Town  of  Stnirbridge  m 
this  Odonj,  and  deliver  him  into  fhA  Safe  Veiling  of  the  Seleotmexi  of 

Said  Town  of  Stiirbrirlire,  to  be  by  tbem  detained  &  prr^vided  for*till 
farther  Order ;  And  if  on  any  pretence  ■whatever  he  bbaii  presume  to 
leave  the  Said  Town  of  Sturbridge,  the  Said  Selectmen  of  said  Town  of 
Stnibridge,  are  herelyyoirdeired  to  apprehend  the  Said  Parry,  A  pat  Um 
under  doee  confineiuent,  and  safely  keep  Mm  *till  further  Orders. 

"  And  the  said  Ijietit  Jonas  Parker  is  hereby  further  ordered  to  pro- 
i^uxe  two  pack-HoTses  for  the  conyenlence  of  conveying  the  Baggages  A 
OhMfhs  of  tito  aaid  Oapt  Knij^t,  Se  his  Compmy,  to  Hie  place  of  their 
dertinatioa. 

'*  Bj  order  of  the  major  part  ct  the  Oonndl.*' 


BsMh  TwfttmMit    The  first  prisoiii-rs  seat  into  the  conntry 
Coontomiaoded.    were  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  British 
ship  Falcon,  named  in  the  above  document, 
^ho  weie  placed  in  Noithampton  and  elsewhere.  Sparks 
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says  that  the  order  for  harsh  treatment  was  coantermanded 
while  the  prisoners  were  on  their  way  hither,  through  a 
dispatch  forwarded  by  Ool.  Reed  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety.  But  the  above  quoted  order  shows  conclusively 
that  the  design  of  retaliation  liad  been  abandoned  before 
Lient.  Parker  started  on  his  journey.  Almost  the  identi- 
cal language  quoted  by  Sparks  as  contained  in  the  letter  of 
Reed,  is  to  be  found  in  the  order  of  instructions  to  Parker. 
The  communication  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  was  only 
an  ofKoial  notification  to  that  hody  of  the  change  of  senti- 
ment. 

Only  one  Ordered  to    It  Will  be  uotod  that  Only  oue  man  among 

ciMe  OoaibMinent.  the  prisoners  —  Budd,  the  gunner  — was 
ordered  to  close  confinement,  ample  rea- 
sons being  given  for  his  sent*  rn  e,  and  that  only  four  others 
were  refused  their  parole.  TIn  ee  of  them,  Robert  Arnold, 
Wm.  Broughton  and  Philobert  Dummitt,  petitioned  the 
General  Court  to  be  released  on  parole,  and  their  prayer 
was  granted. 

Expeiiflw  Of  the    Congress  granted  to  the  midshipmen,  con- 
fined  in  the  jail  here,  the  sum  of  $d  per 
week  for  the  time  they  severally  resided  in 
Northampton,  after  the  21'^  of  May,  The  order  on 

the  town  treasurer  dated  Nov,  26.  T776,  and  signed  by  the 
selectmen,  is  on  tile.  The  amount  was  paid  by  the  town. 
Seven  persons  are  named  in  the  order,  and  the  entire 
amount  was  £26.19.  It  was  distributed  as  follows;  —  Dr. 
McFaggen  MA ;  Mr.  Sprowle  £6.9 ;  Oapt.  Hitch  £S,% ;  Mr. 
Carthew  £2.10 ;  Billy  Broughton  £^1 ;  Mr.  Dunsin  £9.1 ; 
Mr.  Bogie  £3.1.  Two  of  the  first  consignment  of  prisoners 
died  here: — Arthur  Bennett,  in  Oct.  1775,  and  Richard 
Stilton  fleet,  in  Oct.  of  the  following  year. 

other  British  Pri*    Other  prfsoners  were  sent  here  as  fhe  war 
oner*.  progressed,  and  the  jail  ttos  never  without 

its  quota  of  British  captives.  In  1776,  the 
number  was  sixty-eight.  Some  of  them  were  condemned 
to  close  contLnement,  and  they  were  constantly  petitioning 
for  the  liberty  of  the  town,  which  was  usually  granted. 
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They  tindoubtedly  endeavored  to  get  all  the  enjoyment  pos- 
sible out  of  their  nnsatisfactory  position.  That  they  he- 
came  something  of  a  nuisance  to  tho  citizens  of  the  place, 
may  well  be  belieyed.   It  is  but  natural  to  conclude  that 

they  difi  not  always  oondnct  t"herasclvos  properly,  for  in 
December,  1775,  tlie  matter  was  brought  before  the  town. 
Ati  article  was  inserted  in  tiie  warrant  relative  to  allowing 
tlie  officers  and  niidsliipmen  confined  in  the  jail  to  be  ab- 
sent from  their  lodgings  in  the  evening.  Xo  other  action 
was  taken  than  to  allow  the  article  to  subside." 

wbigs  and  Tories.  It  !s  dlfficult  lu  the  Ught  of  the  clvillzation 
of  the  present  day  fully  to  comprehend  the 
bitter  hostility  that  existed  between  whigs  and  tories  before 
and  during  the  struggle  with  Great  Britain.  The  feeling 
manifested  during  the  late  rebellion  between  federalist  and 
"copperhead,"  between  northern  bom  and  southern  bom, 
was  never  so  Intense  as  that  which  prevailed  during  the  de- 
cade that  included  the  "Revolntion.  On  the  broad  ground 
of  liberty  as  established  by  chartered  rights,  the  wiiigs  re- 
sisted the  oppressions  of  the  mother-country.  Ready  to 
sacrifice  property  and  life  itself  if  need  be,  in  vindication 
of  these  rights,  they  had  little  patience  with  those  who 
through  liUiiewarnmess  or  policy,  hoped  by  delay  and 
acquiescence,  to  bring  about  reconciliation.  On  the  other 
hand  the  tories,  while  many  of  them  were  to  an  extent 
patriotic,  claimed  that  submission  to  a  power  so  greatly 
superior,  was  the  only  way  to  overcome  existing  difficulties, 
and  secure  the  prosperity  of  the  colonies. 

Much  Tnpieasant.  Tliis  diversity  of  Sentiment,  maintained 
ness  between  the  with  equal  earnestness  on  botli  sides,  led  to 
much  unpleasantTiess.  Everywhere  the 
whigs  were  numerically  the  stronger,  and  in  many  instances 
took  summary  methods  to  reclaim  their  misguided  breth- 
ren. West  of  Connecticut  River  the  lines  were  strongly 
marked,  and  the  people  were  energetic  in  their  movements. 
Throughout  this  entire  section  the  sentiment  against  tories 
was  bitter,  and  many  of  them  were  sent  to  jail,  or  forced 
to  fly  to  more  congenial  climes.  But  in  Northampton,  at 
least,  greater  conservatism  prevailed,  and  less  disposition 
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seems  to  liaye  been  manifested  to  molest  friends  and  neigh- 
bors. Several  of  the  more  pronounced  tones  in  town  suf- 
fered certain  indignities,  but  in  most  cases  it  was  through 
the  lead  of  persons  from  other  places,  aided  and  abetted, 
of  course,  by  men  residing  here. 

The  Lines  Tigiitiy    As  promiTient  men  were  ranged  on  both 
^'**"'  sides  of  this  important  question,  and  were 

e(iualiy  strenuous  in  upholding  their  opin 
ions,  there  w©rt3  doubtless  many  wordy  battles  and  forensic 
fusillades.  Up  to  1764,  when  the  line  of  demarcatiou  be- 
came marked,  this  town  had  been  represented  for  many- 
years  by  one  who  was  afterwards  a  leading  tory.  The  next 
year,  when  the  excitement  over  the  passage  of  the  Stamp 
Act  was  at  its  height,  the  whig  party  came  to  the  front, 
and  never  did  a  tory  again  occupy  that  important  position. 
Apparently  there  was  less  party  ino\  ement  in  the  town 
than  in  most  others  in  this  vicinity.  It  is  not  on  record 
that  any  nnlawfnl  act  was  committed  against  these  mis- 
guided ineii  by  citizens  of  the  town,  acting  in  a  body, 
though  some  of  tlie  leading  tories,  as  will  shortly  appear, 
were  legally  chastised  for  their  heresies.  As  might  be  ex- 
pected, personal  pique  and  a  desire  to  gratify  private  spite 
was  in  many  cases  the  motive  that  dictated  these  move- 
ments. 

TodM  Mobbed.      As  the  excitement  increased,  the  populace 
took  matters  into  their  own  hands,  and 
mobs  to  punish  tories,  or  make  them  recant,  were  gathered 

in  many  towns  in  "Western  Massachusetts.  Obnoxious  per- 
sons were  sent  to  the  Northampton  jail  from  Pittsheld  and 
other  towns. 

Kortiiainptoii  Tories  During  the  lirst  year  of  the  war  some  of 
Mutto  J«u.  the  builders  of  the  new  jail  had  an  oppor-^ 
tunity  to  test  the  quality  of  their  work. 
Timothy  Dwight,  Solomon  Stoddard,  Gideon  Clark,  and 
Haines  Kingsley,  were  tories,  and  for  that  reason  were 
sent  to  the  jail  they  had  just  erected.  It  is  said  that  they 
were  the  first  to  occupy  the  new  structure.  Eleazar  Alvord 
had  lived  for  several  yeais  with  Haines  Xingsley,  but  left 
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him  when  fifteen  years?  of  age.  When  these  men  "were  in- 
carcerated. Alvord,  at  tlie  request  of  Mr.  Kingsiey,  re- 
mained with  them  in  the  prison  as  their  waiter  dnring  the 
night.  He  obtained  liquor  for  them,  and  tlipy  liad  a  merry 
time.  In  the  morning  they  were  released.  They  were  un- 
doubtedly confined  by  process  of  law,  as  constable  Abner 
Lyman  brought  them  to  the  jail. 

soiaeot  tbe  Lead-    Dwight  and  Stoddatd  of  Northampton,  the 
iiMr  To«i«.        Williamsee  of  Hatfield,  and  Seth  Catlin  of 
DeerMd,  were  among  the  leading  tories  of 

this  section,  and  several  of  them  had  pressing  invitations 
from  the  people  to  recant.  Mobs  from  tlie  surrounding 
towns  called  upon  them,  couiiuittees  were  sent  in  to  labor 
with  them,  and  they  were  generally  persuaded  by  argu- 
ments tempered  with  flip,  to  accede  to  whatever  demands 
were  made. 

AMobftomFeiiMm.   A  miscellaneous  party  of  ardent  whigs 

from  Pelham,  came  over  the  river  on  the 
of  Febraary  ,  1775,  on  a  tour  of  education.   Their  action 
is  best  described  in  the  diary  of  Jonathan  Jndd,  already 

quoted,  who  was  present  in  Northampton  during  a  part  of 
the  proceedings.  Under  date  of  February  2^,  he  writes  :  — 
"  Went  in  the  af teniwn  to  Nortbampton,  hear  that  there  ie  a  mob 
ripe  tiom  tiie  eastward  and  have  taken  Col".  Williams  dc  his  son  Israel. 
They  are  carried  in  the  Evening  to  Hadley.  *  •  *  FrycUy  S,  hear 
early  that  CoK  Williams  is  under  Keepers  who  insalt  him  very  highly 
&  that  they  ;iro  mining  over  for  Mr.  Stoddard  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
re«ijx)ndeuc«  meet  and  know  not  what  to  Do.  are  irresolute,  non-plussed 
61:  Uivided.  About  10)^  they  C£une,  Chester  Williams  as  their  Head, 
March  np  to  Mr.  Stoddard'a,  form  hefore  his  Door  and  their  Oommittee 
goes  in  to  him  with  whom  the  Committee  of  Correepondence  was  be- 
fore, he  agrees  at  last  to  g'o  wUh  them  tho*  he  is  low  in  Health.  They 
act  Like  mad  people,  t^o  well  tor  a  Mobt  both  at  his  house  and  after- 
wards. *  *  •  The  Mob  tried  Ool*  Williams  after  their  committee 
had  prepared  the  Charge  Us  Evidence  and  he  got  oft  in  the  Evening 
with  signing  a  Confession  of  What  the}'  proved,  which  were  the 
smaller  parts.  But  by  reasyin  of  some  Menaces  the  Col'  and  Israel  were 
guarded  home.  This  we  heard  in  the  livening.  Dr.  Hunt  and  othm-s 
were  engaged  this  Evening  to  endeavor  to  stop  the  Mob  from  any 
farther  abase  to  those  they  have  if  they  do  not  disperse  to  Night  and 
there  seems  to  be  some  spirit  in  the  Town  tho  there  "was  none  in  the 
Morning,  bat  were  afiEraid  to  be  known  to  endeavour  to  enforce  Obe- 
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dienc©  to  the  Resolves  of  the  ("'nnp:re,«H.  TjO'ltrr  at  r>r.  Hunts.  Satur- 
day 4,  heat  that  Mr.  Stoddard  was  dismissed  iasi  iSight  pretty  late 
after  a  Trial  eimilair  to  Col*  WilHams.  Those  of  the  Korthamplon 
Oommittee  tliat  were  at  Hadley  helped  him  what  they  oonld.  People 
conrlemu  the  Mob  very  freely  to-Day  and  I  fancy  that  gomething  wfll 
be  done  by  the  Commitees  aboot  it.  *  *  *  Thursday  9.  Last  Evm- 
ing  recelTed  a  Letter  from  the  Ckmiiiiittee  of  Gbrraepondence  ft  Inqveo- 
tion  at  Northampton  Dedaring  their  Beedntioa  againat  Mohe  and  De- 
sire every  Town  will  join  in  the  samn  f^pnt  rnnnd  to  both  our  commit- 
tees to  meet  to-morrow  afternoon.  Fryday  10.  »  *  *  The  Commit- 
tees meet,  adopt  Measures  recommended,  anawer  Northampton  Lietter 
and  order  fhdr  opiiiioik  to  be  poated  np  in  the  Tavenis.  We  are  well 
agreed." 

It  is  stated  that  the  Pelham  people  owed  money  to  Mr. 
Stoddard»  and  that  a  part  of  their  whigism,  at  least,  origi- 
nated in  a  disposition  not  to  pay  their  debts. 

Mr.  stoddatdUnt*.  This  treatment  of  Mr.  Stoddard  by  the  mob 
olaimed.  ^{^^  j^q^  wliolly  coiivert  him.    On  the  hist 

day  of  the  month  Mr.  Judd  again  refers  to 

him  :  — 

Major  Stoddard  was  very  imprudent  and  yesterday  they  were  after 
him  in  Northampton.  •  •  •  They  took  Major  Stoddard  hot  not  as 
a  moVb  and  the  Oommittee  met  Imt  proved  nothing  against  Mm.** 

Todw  mat  on  tiM  111  Jtily  of  the  following  year,  Stoddard, 
Town  Xdmita.  Clark,  and  Kingsloy  were  required  to  give 
their  affidavit,  engaging  themselves  to  re- 
port all  conspiracies  or  other  movements  inimical  to  the 
cause  of  liberty,  and  to  promise  not  to  go  outside  the 
bounds  of  Northampton  without  permission  from  the  (Jum- 
mittee  of  Safety.  The  following  month  Erastos  Dwig^t 
was  ordered  to  give  up  his  arms  and  remain  within  the 
limits  of  the  town.  Three  years  later  all  the  aboye  named 
persons,  including  Erastus  Dwight,  had  apparently  been 
converted  from  their  heresiee,  and  were  permitted  by  the 
Oommittee  of  Safety  to  bear  arms  in  defense  of  their 
country.  The  names  of  Haines  Kingsley  and  Solomon 
Stoddard  are  found  upon  the  list  of  military  averages,  hut 
it  is  not  probable  that  either  of  them  ever  engaged  in  active 
service.  It  is  quite  certain  that  they  did  not  enlist,  and  if 
drafted  thoy  probably  procured  substitutes. 


im.]  REVOLUTION— FBISONBBS  OF  WAB^-TOBIES.  375 


Military  Matters  In  Dnrii^L' this  joar  miich  was  nndertakeTi  "by 
KorthamptoiL  f]^(>  p;,] ;  .f  if  f'itizeiis  of  tMs  towTi  to  perfect 
theniseives  iu  iiiilitary  exercises.  Several 
companies  were  formed  and  much  time  spent  in  drilling. 
The  most  favorable  ground  for  this  purpose  seems  to  have 
been  upon  the  plain,  near  the  Bridge  Street  cemetery. 
Among  certain  papers,  nndoubtedly  in  the  handwriting  of 
Major  Hawley,  has  been  fonnd  an  agreement,^  drawn  up 
May  20,  1776,  for  the  formation  of  a  military  company,  as 
well  as  a  MSS.  address,  which  was  apparently  the  speech 
made  by  the  major  to  the  volnnteeTS.  This  agreement 
stipnlated  that  the  company  shonW  continne  in  force  for 
thrpp  months  from  tlie  first  of  June  OTisuiug.  and  the  men 
were  to  appear  upon  every  Monday  and  Thursday,  in 
every  week,  at  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  upon  the  plain 
near  the  burying  ground,''  every  one  well  accoutered  with 
firelock  clean  and  in  good  order/'  It  contained  the  follow- 
ing signatures : — Bnos  Kingsley,  William  Pomeroy,  Hoi- 
lister  Baker,  Stephen  Hubbard,  Joseph  Clarke,  Amasa 
Clap,  Thomas  Steams,  Luke  Lyman,  Samuel  Wright, 
Blisha  Lyman,  Samuel  Hunt,  Asahel  Pomeroy,  Thomas 
Craige,  Joseph  Lyman,  Moses  Eingsley,  Seth  Clap,  Medad 
Olarke,  Simeon  Guilford,  and  John  Strong. 

Of  tiie  above  named  men,  nineteen  in  number,  the  names 
of  one  half  will  be  found  upon  the  muster-rolls  of  com- 
panies that  saw  active  service.  The  company,  if  one  was 
formed  at  that  time,  evidently  did  not  enter  the  army 
as  a  whole,  but  its  members  joined  different  organizations 
as  the  war  progressed,  and  c^ls  were  made  for  soldiers. 

ur.HKwicy'sAddNaa.  Li  the  address  by  Major  Hawley  appears 

the  following  paragraph : — 

"  We  have  eeen  witiiln  the  oompaas  of  a  year  two  oompanlee  f(wmed 

in  this  town  for  the  sole  pnrpo^p  of  learning  the  military  art.  The  first 
evaporated  or  came  to  nothing  by  reason  of  a  defect  in  its  first  institu- 
tion and  the  second  is  gone  to  defend  their  country.  A  third  I  hope  will 
be  fanned  which  will  not  labour  under  the  difficulties  and  defects  of  the 
first,  withoat  i»»mlenaooe  or  patronage ;  nor  fall  short  of  the  second 
in  point  of  dexterity,  good  order  and  discipline.** 

1  ThaakB  ace  d«e  to  Mr.  OhM.  L.  Sli»v,  of  H«w  ITork,  for  ooplw  ot  the  ebore  doe* 
wnenta. 
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BBVOLUnON— INVASION  OF  CANADA. 

An  Exp«dition«c*in«t  The  attempt  to  Capture  CaTia<!a  quickly 

followed  the  reduction  of  tlie  forts  that 
barred  the  crate-wav  tliither.  The  com- 
mandors  most  conspicuous  in  accomplishing  these  glorious 
results  were  the  first  to  suggest  the  desirability  of  uising 
the  road  (hey  had  laid  open.  To  Ool.  Ethan  Allen  and 
Col.  James  Eaaton,  belongs  the  credit  of  the  first  proposi-* 
tion  for  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Almost  simnltaneonsly 
these  two  men  recommended  the  movement,  the  former  to 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  and  the  latter  to- 
that  of  Massachusetts.  Heretofore  the  colonies  had  suf- 
fered much,  from  the  hostile  raids  emanating  from  Canada. 
They  considered  it  a  matter  of  self -protection  to  conquer  or 
neutralize  that  Province.  While  they  hoped  for  assistance 
from  tlie  people  living  there,  when  once  an  army  of  inva- 
sion appeiiied,  they  also  understood  the  advantage  of  a 
speedy  movement  in  that  direction  before  British  troops 
arrived.  The  proposition  was  favorably  received  by  both 
governments.  New  York  and  Connecticut  furnished  an 
army  of  2,000  men,  under  command  of  Qea,  Philip  Schuy- 
ler, who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Contmental  Congress, 
commander  of  the  northern  division  of  the  army,  and  of 
Gen.  Richard  Montgomery.  During  the  last  days  of 
August  this  little  army  marched  into  the  enemies'  country. 
St.  Johns  and  Fort  Chamble  were  captured,  and  the  efforts 
to  enlist  soldiers  in  Canada  were  reasonably  successful.  On 
the  of  November,  Gren.  Montgomery  marclied  into  the 
city  of  Montreal,  Gen.  Schuyler  having  been  compelled  by 
sickness  to  retire.  "No  regiments  from  this  section  partici^ 
pated  in  this  expedition,  and  no  further  detail  of  its  move- 
ments seems  necessary. 
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Baa«dtefe Arnold '8   To  co-operate  with   this  army.  General 
MoraiiMnt  Against    Wasliingtou  ordered  another  detachment 
against  Quebec  by  way  of  the  Kennebeck 
River  througli  the  trackless  wilderaesa.   The  comzuand  of 
this  force,  which  consisted  of  eleven  hundred  men,  was 
given  to  Col.  Benedict  Arnold.  Two  months  were  con- 
sumed in  this  perilous  march,  and  the  little  army  after  en- 
during almost  incredible  hardships,  appeared  about  seven 
hundred  strong,  on  the  9^  of  November,  at  Point  Levi  on 
tlie  St.  Lawrence  opposite  Quebec.    Four  days  elapsed  be- 
fore the  river  conld  be  crossed,  and  by  that  time  Gen.  Carlo- 
ton,  who  had  estraped  from  Montreal,  was  prepared  for 
Arnold's  reception.    Unable  to  surprise  the  city,  and  with 
his  force  so  greatly  reduced,  Arnold  declined  the  hazard  of 
an  assault,  and  retreated  twenty  miles  down  the  river  to 
await  the  arrival  of  Oen.  Montgomery.  That  union  was 
not  effected  till  the  first  of  December,  and  by  it  the  army 
^  was  increased  to  an  aggregate  of  less  than  1,000  men.  A 
siege  of  three  weeks  followed,  when  an  assault  was  made 
on  the  last  day  of  December.   Both  sides  of  the  city  were 
attacked,  and  both  detachments  succeeded  in  passing  the 
outer  batteries.   Gen.  Montgomery  was  killed  while  forcing 
a  battery  at  Cape  Diamond,  and  his  men  re  treated,  Ar- 
nold's detachment  penetrated  to  the  second  barrier,  when 
its  commander  was  so  severely  wounded  that  he  hail  to  be 
home  from  the  field.    His  soldiers  fought  bravely,  but  the 
enemy  coming  upon  their  rear,  between  three  and  four 
hundred  were  made  prisoners.    Arnold  retreated  about 
three  miles,  and  there  forming  ramparts  of  frozen  snow 
and  blocks  of  ice,  he  kept  Quebec  in  a  state  of  blockade 
throughout  the  winter. 

Northampton  Men  in   Nine  men  from  Northampton  participated 
thi8  Expedition.  this  e.xpedition.    All  but  two  of  them 

were  members  of  Capt.  Allen's  company 
of  minute-raen,  and  most  of  them  enlisted  at  Dorchester  in 
the  fall  of  1775,  under  Capt.  Jonas  Hubbard.  Tlieir  names 
were  Abner  Lyman,  Jonathan  Pomeroy  (son  of  Josiah), 
Seth  Lyman  Jr.,  Elias  Thayer,  Bussell  dark,  Paul  Clapp, 
Oliver  Edwards,  Lemuel  Bates,  Joseph  Parsons  Jr.  They 
went  with  Arnold  through  the  wilderness,  endured  the 
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hardsMpfi  of  that  terrible  march,  and  participated  in  the 

attack  npoTi  t*he  city  on  the  last  day  of  the  year.  Six  of 
them  wer(!  made  ])risoners  and  confined  in  the  jail  at  Que- 
bec  till  the  following  July. 

•  Narri^Te  of  one  of  Leniuel  Bates,  afterwards  a  resident  of 
tiw  SiirriTora.  Southampton,  gives  the  following  account 
of  his  experiences  in  that  expedition.^ 
While  in  Dorchester  about  the  first  of  September,  he  en- 
listed for  the  enterprise  against  Quebec  under  Arnold, 
Jonas  Hubbard,  Capt.  He  left  Cambridge  on  the  12^^  of 
September,  marched  to  Newburyport  where  all  embarked 
on  transports,  and  sailed  for  the  Slenuebec  Eiver.  In  a 
few  days  they  reached  Fort  Western,  opposite  the  present 
town  of  Ancrusta,  the  head  of  ship  navigation  on  that 
river.  Here  they  were  transferred  to  batteaux,  and  on  the 
20*^  of  October  reached  Dead  River,  a  branch  of  the  Ken- 
nebec. The  sufferings  of  the  army  were  intense.  In  • 
forcing  the  batteaux  through  the  rapids  the  men  were  com- 
pelled to  wade  many  times  in  icy  water  waist  deep.  Around 
falls,  rapids  and  other  obstructions,  boats,  provisions  and 
ammunition  bad  to  be  carried.  Eight  men  were  required 
to  transport  a  single  boat.  From  Dead  Kiver,  Col.  Enos 
and  the  rear  division  returned.'  Bates  thought  that  Bnos* 
party  wight  have  kept  on  as  well  as  the  rest  of  them. 
They  arrived  at  the  river  Caudiare  after  mnn]i  suffering 
early  in  Noveraher.  Reaching  Point  Levi  on  tiit  y  they 
crossed  tlie  St.  Lawrence  on  the  13**",  and  encamped  on  the 
plains  of  Abraham.  Three  days  afterwards  the  army  re- 
treated to  Point  au  Trembles  to  await  the  appearance  of 
Gen.  Montgomery.  Upon  his  arrival  they  moved  forward 
and  invested  the  city.  Bates  participated  in  the  attack 
upon  Quebec,  and  was  made  prisoner.  Capt.  Hubbard  was 

1  Mr.  Bates  was  liorti  in  Durham,  Ct.,  Aug.  30,  1755,  removed  with  his  father  to 
Soatiuunptoor  In  176S.  Be  resided  Xn  Noztkampton  in  177&,  and  in  Blandford  tnm 

S  HmTJ  nlM  raised  the  river  much  above  the  average,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
turbalenoe  of  tlM  watcn,  mt«&  oC  tbe  batteaux  and  their  oontenta  were  loat.  Ordeza 
wMw  then  a»nt  baek  to  Co].  Ino«,  In  oomnuuid  ot  the  rear  diviaion  at  Dead  River 

jui  ■  '  i  ll,  to  seiii!  forward  as  tnaoj*  of  tbo  atrougoat  men  as  he  could  supply  with  flf- 
teeu  UajB*  proTislon,  and  return  with  the  rest.  This  order  was  mlBooDStrued,  or  pur- 
poBtHj  mlaoadentood,  and  Bnoe  matched  beok  io  Cambrtdge  with  the  eotiKe  lear 
gaard.  He  was  alterwaidi  tried  tfj  Court  Kartial  and  aoQuitted.— Sj^fce*  Life  of 
▲rnold,  p.  S7. 


RBVOLUnON—INVASION  07  CAKAI>A«  379 


mortally  wounded  and  oleTen  of  his  company  killed.  The 
soldiers  were  pnt  into  the  common  jail,  where  they  suffered 

muc'h  from  want  of  proviVinns  and  fnel.  Rations  were 
scant  thruiighout  the  city,  and  wood  whs  very  scarce.  The 
smallpox  was  quite  prevalent,  and  Bates  had  it  iu  the  nat- 
ural way.  On  the  10"*'  of  August,  1776,  the  prisoners  were 
liberated,  eugagiug  not  to  serve  against,  England  till  they 
had  been  regularly  exchanged.  Four  hundred  men  em- 
barked in  transports^  and  arrived  in  New  Tork  harbor 
under  convoy,  about  the  middle  of  September.  Soon  after 
they  reached  the  city.  New  York  was  captured  by  the  Brit- 
ish, and  the  prisoners  were  landed  at  Elizabethtown.  N.  J. 
They  managed  to  reach  Washington's  army  at  Valentine's 
Hill,  and  there  Bates  found  his  old  commancler,  Capt. 
Allen,  enlisted  for  a  year's  service.  Here  he  received  a 
portion  of  his  pay,  and  soon  after  set  out  for  home.  His 
father  met  him  at  South  wick,  and  lie  reached  Northampton 
about  the  first  of  October.  Paul  Clapp,  Joseph  Parsons 
Jr.,  Russell  Clark,  and  Oliver  Edwards  of  Northampton, 
were  taken  prisoners  with  Bates,  and  most  of  them  reached 
home  within  a  few  days  of  his  return. 

The  other  North-    Noue  of  the  other  soldiers  from  this  town 
Rinptoa  8i)idi«ni    voluntcered  to  enter  the  city  with  Arnold. 

The  time  for  which  they  had  enlisted  ex- 
pired on  the  day  of  the  battle,  and  they  started  for  home. 
They  sold  the  packs  of  those  who  had  been  taken  prisoners, 
containing  clothing,  etc.,  and  used  the  proceeds  to  pay  their 
way,  much  to  the  discomfort  of  their  companions  in  prison. 
The  prisoners  were  all  captured  within  the  limits  of  the 
city.  While  in  the  Quebec  jail  they  heard  no  news  from 
the  army  or  from  home,  till  Humphrey  Richardson  (an 
apprentice  of  Abner  Barnard)  was  captured  and  confined 
with  them. 

A  westhampton      Ebenezer  Gee  of  Westliampton  enlisted  at 
Soldier.  Dorchest^r  in  the  A ruol d  expedition,  under 

Capt,  Scott  of  Londondeiry,  N.  H.  He 
went  with  the  rest  to  Dead  River  and  returned  with  Col, 
Enos.  He  rejomed  his  old  company  at  Dorchester,  in  the 
latter  part  of  December,  and  was  discharged  in  the  month 
of  January  following. 
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Eesuits  of  the  First  Thc  fii'st  Year  of  tlie  war  closed  to  the  nd- 
Year  of  the  w»r.  vantage  of  the  patriots.  Lexington  and 
Bunker  Hill  had  shown  the  British  troops 
the  fighting  qualities  of  the  undiscijjlined  soldiers  of  the 
colonies.  In  Masaachusetts,  while  the  English  were  nomi- 
nally  victorious,  they  were  closely  confixLed  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  the  lit^e  hill  they  had  won  at  so  ^eat  a  cost. 
Tioonderoga  and  Crown  Point  had  been  captured,  and  the 
invasion  of  Canada  had  proved  in  a  measure  successful. 
Montreal  had  been  taken,  Quebec  invested  and  the  sterling 
qualiti^  of  the  colonial  commanders  and  their  soldiers  had 
been  abundantly  proved.  On  the  whole  the  outlook  was 
enconraging  ;  the  patriots  had  learned  that  the  fight  for 
independence  had  commenced,  and  that  there  would  be  no 
backward  step. 

Soldiers  to  Beioforoe  Early  In  1776,  efforts  were  made  to  enlist 
Arnold  Bkiaadin  floldiors  to  roinforoo  Gen.  Arnold  in  Can- 
Hftmpvbire.  Major  Hawley  and  five  others  were 

appointed  a  committee  to  raise  a  regiment  for  that  purpose 
in  Hampshire  County.  Under  this  authority  companies 
were  organized  in  different  sections,  and  the  regiment 
placed  under  the  conrmand  of  Col.  Elisha  Porter  of  Had- 
ley.  These  companies  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  their  des- 
tination as  fast  as  they  were  ready  to  march.  Capt.  Israel 
Chapin  of  Hatfield  commanded  a  company  in  which  a  num- 
ber of  Northampton  men  were  enlisted.  Capt.  Thomas 
Alexander  of  Northfield  had  another  company.  Records 
of  the  marching  of  these  two  companies,  though  they 
traversed  practically  the  same  route  to  Canada,  show  that 
they  started  on  different  dates.  The  itinerary  of  Capt. 
Chapin's  company,  as  given  by  one  of  the  Northampton 
soldiers,  follows.  Capt.  Alexander*s  journal  shows  that  he 
left  Northfield  March  went  to  Hadley,  and  did  not 
start  on  the  direct  march  till  the  13*\  when  Capt.  Chapin 
had  been  ten  days  on  the  way.  Other  recruits  followed  at 
intervals  and  some  were  met  bv  the  retreating  army,  after 
the  complete  failure  of  the  enter[H'ise.  As  the  soldiers  had 
no  tentis,  and  were  obliged  to  depend  for  shelter  on  such 
places  as  could  be  found  along  the  line  of  march,  stopping 
at  taverns  and  bivouacking  in  bams  and  outhouses,  it  was 
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tlie  policy  to  send  small  detachments  at  frequent  intervals 
of  time. 

NoaiiCook  sAcQOQiit  Noab  Cook,  whose  account  of  the  march 
of  th  e  M»roh  to  of  thc  Northampton  minute-men  has  been 
previonsly  quoted,  re-enlisted  for  the  Can- 
ada expedition  within  a  few  weeVs  after  )iis  return  from 
Boston.  From  him  Sylv^ter  Judd  obtained  the  following 
statement :  — 

In  February,  1776,  Cook  enlisted  with  others  for  one  year,  to  re- 
infotoe  the  army  in  Canada.  The  officers  of  the  company  were  CSapt. 
Israel  Chapin  of  Hatfield,  Lienta.  Seth  Hunt  of  Northampton  and 
David  White  of  Hadley,  Ena.  Nathaniel  SylTester  of  Chesterfield.  The 
company,  abont  one  hundred  in  nnmber.  was  enlisted  from  several  of 
the  HampsMr©  towns.  They  were  all  young,  stout,  and  brave  men. 
On  the  9^  of  Maroh  they  paraded  befbre  the  meeting  bonae  In  Nortti- 
ampton,  where  Ab.  Hooker  made  a  prayer.    That  afternoon  they 
marched  to  Williarasburt::  anfl  stopped  at  Capt.  Fairfield'a  tavern,  but 
found  no  suow.    The  next  night  they  were  at  Worthington,  where 
8UOW  was  plenty.   On  the  third  night  they  encamped  between  Worth- 
ington and  Williamstown,  and  the  fomth  night  wae  spent  at  Wil- 
liam stown.    They  were  all  on  foot.   Perez  Bard  well  of  Hatfield  (or 
Whateiy),  accompanied  tbem  with  a  sleigh,  and  carried  their  bag- 
gage. Ekich       had  a  little  silver  money  in  his  pocket,  and  all  had 
snow  shoes,  hut  did  not  need  to  nse  them.  They  were  at  Bennington 
on  the  fifth  night,  Imt  the  snow  had  disappeared.  Here  was  a  meeting 
house  with  several  dwellings  about  it,  and  among  them  two  taverns. 
They  paa^ed  through  Shaftebury  aiid  Arlington.  <!rossed  Weils'  pond 
on  the  ice,  and  passed  the  sLsth  night  at  Wells.  Here  they  found  more 
snow,  and  some  of  the  men  pnt  on  snow  shoes.  They  crossed  the  lake 
on  theiceahove  Ht.  Independence,  and  arriTsd  at  Ticonderoga  on  the 
seventh  day  after  leaving  Northampton.    Here  provisions  were  distrib- 
uted. The  weather  had  grown  much  milder,  bnt  the  company  went  up 
to  Crown  Point  on  the  ice,  which  was  in  bome  places  covered  with 
water.  They  conthkned  the  march  on  the  ice,  hnt  it  soon  became  too 
frail.  So  weak  was  it  that  they  were  compelled  to  lead  the  horses,  and 
draw  by  hand  the  sleigh  and  a  hay  sled,  made  by  the  soldiers  by  hand. 
One  horse  broke  through  the  ice  and  was  drawn  out  of  the  water  nine 
times.  The  other  one  was  placed  on  the  sled  and  drawn  to  the  shore. 
They  snooeeded  in  reaching  the  eastern  shore  of  the  lake  In  saf efcy,  jvat 
at  the  narrows,  but  found  no  inhabitants.    They  proceeded  to  Onion 
river,  now  Burlington  by  land,  where  they  found  a  family  of  high 
Dutch.  No  house  was  seen  between  Crown  Point  and  Barlington,  At 
Oolchester,  the  next  stopping  place,  temporary  barracks  were  fonnd, 
but  no  inhabitants.  Here  Bardwell  left  his  sleigh  and  returned  home 
with  his  horsp".    At  Grown  P^t  nothing  remained  but  the  old  fort 
with  a  seanty  guard.  Ftcm  Ticonderoga  they  had  a  Frenchman  for  a 
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gnide.  The  weatiber  torning  cold,  they  were  able  to  cross  the  lake  on 
the  ice,  landing  just  below  Grand  Isle,  then  uninhabited.  In-  croesfng 
the  lake  from  Colchester  Point  they  put  up  a  pole  with  a  blanket,  and 
the  wind  being  favorable  they  went  swiftly  across  the  lake  to  the 
White  House,  nearly  ofiposite  the  lower  part  of  Qraod  Ide.  Only  one 
boaae  was  seen  there,  and  that  appeared  to  be  tenantleBB. 

"  Cook  and  eight  or  ten  others  were  detailed  as  an  advanced  guard, 
and  went  forward  about  flre  milee,  to  Dutohman's  Point  The  lal» 
was  open,  and  they  embarhed  in  batteanx,  and  went  to  St.  Johns  and 
Chamblee.  At  St.  Johns  were  a  few  huts  and  a  large  stone  house^  below 
St.  ,T t  hns  were  a  few  Frpnrh  settlers.  Between  the  latter  place  and 
Chamblee  he  stayed  at  a  Frenchman's  house.  At  Chamblee  was  a  fort 
and  quite  a  village.  Here  at  the  foot  of  the  falls  they  came  upon  a 
company  of  Americans;  Lodns  Knight  was  amcnig  them.  They  re- 
mained at  this  place  till  the  rest  of  the  company  came  up.  Fk«noh 
horses  and  trains  ("sleit^hs),  wprc  hired  and  the  party  went  down  the 
8(»el  and  St.  Lawrence  rivers,  on  the  ice.  French  trains  would  carry 
but  ftye  or  six  men  each,  and  were  bat  little  better  than  a  stone  boat 
The  drivers  wore  red  caps,  and  were  fall  of  gabble,  and  the  horses 
heads  wf^rp  ^lecorated  with  ta&sels.  They  traveled  alwut  sixty  miles  a 
day,  and  rea<:;hefl  Three  Rivers  on  the  second  day,  malfing-  hut  nnw  stop 
on  the  way.  A  bait  wad  made  at  this  place ;  it  was  Palm  bunday,  and 
there  was  apiooession  of  good  Ostiiolics  witii  priests  bearing  branches 
of  trees  instead  of  palms.  The  march  was  continued,  nometimes  by 
land,  and  sometimes  on  the  river,  to  the  Plains  of  A'-rahaui.  \v]irre 
they  arrived  on  the  of  April.  The  suow  was  very  deep.  About  a 
mile  from  Qaebeo,  they  crossed  ttie  St.  Charles  river  to  the  village  of 
SheUbo,  five  miles  from  the  dty  on  ttie  west.  Here  they  ftrand  nnder 
the  command  of  Capt.  Stoddard,  a  company,  among  which  the  small 
pox  was  raging.  Tho  entire  company,  on  their  arrival,  was  inoculated. 
Having  no  sorgeou,  they  inoculated  themselTes.  No  medicine  was  to 
be  had  ezoqit  bdled  battemnt  bark  and  Swede  syrup  and  j^SUb, 

**  About  the  IQ^  of  April,  after  the  soldiers  had  been  inoculated  and 
before  they  were  sick  the  company  was  ordwed  to  the  Plains  of  Abra- 
ham in  the  night,  to  clear  away  the  snow  which  was  about  six  feet 
deep.  They  marched  on  the  crust,  Cleared  a  small  spot,  and  returned 
to  their  former  camp  in  the  morning.  The  soldiers  now  began  to  be 
eick,  and  with  no  conveniences  or  comforts,  were  compelled  to  care  for 
each  other.  William  Dada  of  Sonthampton,  not  having  been  inooola- 
ted,  died  there. 

"  During  the  last  days  of  April,  several  oompanlee  of  soldiers  arrived 
in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec,  Gol.  Porter  commanding  the  regiment.  In 

it  was  a  company  nnder  Capt.  Josiah  Lyman  of  Belchprtown,  another 
miderOapt.  Alexander  of  Northfield,  and  a  third  undi  r  c  apt.  Chapm 
of  Springfield.  Capt,  Wheeler  of  Vermont  also  commanded  a  com* 
pany. 

"On  the     of  May,  a  British  fleet  appeared  in  the  hmrbor  of  Quebec, 

and  orders  were  issued  for  an  immediate  ro  treat.  Some  of  the  soldiers 
had  not  recovered,  and  many  were  yet  weak.  Four  men  were  left  be- 
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bind,  William  Clark  and  a  nralato  namod  Prut,  "botb  from  Hadley, 
Isaac  WrJTrt  r  of  Hat6eld,  and  a  r>^an  from  Cbesterfield.  Clark  refused 
to  be  inoonlated  and  died.  Solomon  Clapp.  sou  oi  Asabel,  of  North- 
ampton, was  taken  sLck  at  Chamblee.  Eli&ti  AlTord  of  Hatfield,  le- 
malned  and  took  care  of  liim.  Both  affcerwarda  oame  back. 

**Aa  they  were  retreating,  large  bodies  of  men  marcbed  out  of 
Qnebec.  and  their  glistening  arms  were  distinctly  seen.    The  St.  Law- 
rence river  was  open.  About  two-thirds  of  tiie  company  crossed  the 
river  St.  Charles,  while  Cook,  with  the  rest  went  down  the  river  five 
nules  before  crossing.  They  came  upon  an  Indian  vill^,  where  a 
Scotrhm.m  who  hjid  a  saw  mill  was  sawinp  fnr  the  Americans.  Here 
was  a  bridge  npon  which  they  crossed  the  river,  and  then  paseed 
through  the  woods  in  a  deep  snow,  on  account  of  which  they  were  com- 
pelled to  lighten  their  packs.  In  five  or      miles  they  came  upon  the 
rmd  in  the  rear  of  the  main  army,  along  which  were  strewn  guns  and 
packs,  that  the  sick  and  feeble  had  thrown  away.    The  next,  day  in 
crossing  a  stream  they  were  assailed  by  a  frigate,  but  no  one  was  in- 
jured. Having  joined  the  rest  of  the  company  the  same  day,  they  took 
boats  and  went  np  the  St  Lawrence.  In  crossing  Lake  St.  Peters,  they 
were  rongUy  handled  by  a  gale  of  wind,  bnt  landed  in  safely  at  Soiel, 
and  went  on  towards  Chamblee    Wlas  Warner  of  Northampton,  son 
of  Mark  Warner  d^,  died  near  Sorel  river,  he  had  not  recovered  from 
the  small  poz.  After  leaving  Chamblee,  they  began  to  meet  recmits, 
coming  to  rdnforoe  the  army.  The  company  was  sent  down  to  a  vil- 
lage called  Manchican,  on  a  river  of  the  same  name,  which  empties 
into  Lake  St.  Peters.    In  a  few  days  they  reached  Sorel.    The  army 
had  gone,  and  British  vessels  were  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  (book's 
old  gnn,  which  had  come  down  from  his  ancestors,  was  oat  of 
order  and  he  exchanged  it  for  a  better  one.   They  continued  the  march 
up  the  Sorel.  finally  overtook  the  regiment  and  reached  Chamblee, 
where  they  remained  some  time.   An  attempt  was  made  to  draw  can- 
non up  the  falls,  but  th&  boats  upset,  and  the  guns  went  to  the  bottom 
of  the  river.  I^visions  were  very  scarce,  and  the  troops  were  almost 
starved.  Some  went  back  to  Sorel.  Bichard  Clark  and  James  Taylor 
of  Northampton,  a  man  named  Johnson,  Ahiathar  French,  afterwards 
of  Westhampton,  Selah  Clark  and  David  Wood  of  South  Hadley,  de- 
serted from  Sorel,  and  started  fbr  home.  They  nearly  perished  in  the 
woods,  but  finally  arrived  at  Nortliampton. 

"  They  kept  on  to  Isle  an  Noix  where  they  met  reinforcements. 
These  caught  the  small  pox,  and  many  of  them  died  there.  The  only 
building  there  was  a  baro,  which  had  been  used  as  a  hospital.  The 
place  was  naturally  unhealthy,  the  weather  was  hot,  and  the  dtnatioii 
was  very  micomf enable.  To  aggravate  tiieir  misfbrtnnes,  Indians  ap- 
jtA^red ,  and  attacked  a  detached  party.  There  was  a  battle  near  Three 
Rivers,  between  Gen.  Thompson  and  the  British,  after  the  companv 
arrived  at  Chamblee^  in  which  the  Americans  were  defeated.  From 
Ide  an  Noiz  they  retreated  to  Crown  Point  by  ynlber,  where  they  re- 
mained three  days,  and  then  went  to  Ticonderoga.  Cook's  regiment 
was  stationed  at  Mt.  independence.  They  oleared  away  the  trees,  bnUt 
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huts,  and  made  beds  of  cedar  bark.  A  breaabwork  was  bailt  near  the 
water,  and  monnted  with  camtcm.  BatUeBnakeR  were  plenty,  and 
owins:  to  the  scarcity  of  other  food,  many  were  killed  and  eaten.  They 
remained  in  camp  at  Mt.  Independenee  tUlKoTember,  and  C^pt.  Joseph 
Lyman  arriTed  &t  Tioonderoga,  while  they  were  there.  Richard  Clark, 
coe  of  fhe  deeerters,  came  back  here,  and  soon  after  died.  Sabnou 
Horton  and  Moses  Allis  of  Hatfield,  actiTe  and  vigoroos  yonng  men, 
also  die<l  here  of  small  pox.  So  many  were  eack  at  one  time,  that  coly 
three  or  fonr  men  were  returned  fit  for  duty. 

'*In  November  the  company  croesed  the  lake  to  Tioonderoga,  and 
went  up  Lake  George  to  Fort  Edward,  and  kept  on  to  Albany.  Many 
fell  ont  >iy  fhp  ^vfiy  from  v;'pp.rinpsH  and  sicknefis.  Mos^s  dark  of 
Snnderland,  returned  to  Northamptuu.  sick,  where  ho  died  soon  after. 
At  Albany  the  soldiers  went  on  board  sloops,  were  lauded  at  King's 
Ferry,  and  marched  to  Morristown.  Not  more  than  one  half  the  orig- 
inal company  answered  the  roll  call  at  tiiat  place.  At  Morriatown  they 
went  into  camp,  where  they  remained  till  their  term  of  enlistment 
expired.  Than  Chaplain  Smith  gathered  the  men  in  the  Morriatown 
meeting  honse,  and  nrged  them  to  remain  fifteen  days  longer.  Oook 
and  seyeral  others  agreed  to  stay.  They  went  first  to  Springfield,  N. 
J.,  and  after  Gen.  How  passed  to  New  York,  pushed  on  to  Elizaheth 
town.  Here  they  came  npon  a  sloop  with  seventy  Highlanders  and  two 
women,  left  stranded  by  the  ebbing  tide,  and  they  captured  the  entire 
party.  In  coming  up  with  tlie  prisoners,  tiliey  fotmd  that  a  company 
of  Waldeckers  had  been  taken.  The  Highlanders  heard  the  firing, 
expected  to  be  re-^ciied  and  were  much  chaprined  wTipti  th^y  Ipfirned 
the  truth,  while  the  women  scolded  because  they  had  been  captnred  by 
rebelSb  Gook  reached  home  abont  the  last  d  Jannary,  and  fonnd  the 
seventy  Highlanders  in  the  Northampton  jail,  where  his  father  was 
jailer."  1 

An  iDoideiii.  When  the  soldiers  were  retreatiug  from 
Canada,  and  wore  crossing  the  boundary 
line,  as  they  supposed,  while  on  the  lake,  some  of  them 
swung  their  hats  and  shouted.  Mr.  Spring,  the  chaplain, 
rebuked  them,  and  told  them  there  wad  more  cause  for 
mourning  than  rejoicing.  **  We  are  retreating  before  the 
enemy/'  said  he,    and  our  liberties  are  in  danger/'* 

1  The  following  uupcdnto  is  related  coaceruing  one  of  these  prisoners.  His  uanie 
WM  FexiPMOo,  and  m  they  were  on  parole,  all  were  allowed  the  liberty  of  the  town. 
He  was  at  WilUam  Clark's  at  work.  At  family  prsyera,  Clark  prayed  that  "  oar  ene- 
mles  miglit  be  sent  iMMk  wbtHoce  tht^y  cam«,  uti  Lshf  '!  in  ^  hisbaoiRd/^  Tbis  s>o  pro- 
Toked  the  Sootdhmaik  that  he  theo  and  there  koookea  citLrk  down,  and  waa  put  in 
JaU.  mini  Wrlfflifc,  for  some  reason  bad  a  quarrel  witb  this  nun,  and  shot  a  miiskst 

ball  at  Wm  througb  tbp  crrate  in  his  room  at  the  iail.  bnt  did  not  bit  blm.  Wright 
soon  after  eulieted,  &ad  bo  escaped  punisbmeut.— Judd  M8S. 

S  Vac  list  of  soldiers  engaged  in  this  expedition,  see  Appendix. 
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REVOLUTION— DBATH  OF  OE|7.  POMBROT. 

Fbsquknt  NquisitioDS  for  men  were  made 
in  1776.  Most  of  them  were  required  for 
short  terms,  and  generally  for  a  specified  purpose.  None 
seem  to  have  been  enlisted  for  more  than  one  year,  and 
most  of  them  for  two,  three  and  six  months.  On  the  9*" 
of  April,  eight  companies  were  ordered  to  secure  the  town 
and  harhor  of  Boston,  of  which  one  company  was  enlisted 
in  Hampshire  County.  It  is  l:)elieved  tliat  no  one  from 
Northampton  was  enrolled  in  that  company.  On  the  25''^ 
of  June,  anotlier  call  was  made,  and  five  thousand  men 
were  wanted  £roin  six  counties,  including  Hampshire,  to 
reinforce  the  army  in  Canada.  Northampton's  quota  was 
forty-seyen.  Again  in  July  another  order  was  issued  for 
enlisting  every  twenty-fifth  man  to  reinforce  the  northern 
armies;  that  is,  one  man  in  twenty-five  of  the  numbers 
composing  the  training  and  alarm  lists.  They  were  to 
serve  till  December  1*^,  and  were  to  receive  18s.  each  for 
blankets  and  use  of  arms,  one  month's  advanced  pay,  Id. 
per  mile  instead  of  rations  on  the  march,  and  one  day's  pay 
for  every  twenty  miles  traveled  between  home  and  the 
place  of  general  rende^voiis.  A  forfeit  or  fine  of  £10,  to 
be  paid  wuthin  twenty -four  hours,  was  levied  for  every  man 
drawn,  who  refused  to  serve. 

soidi«t«  for  Canada.   Under  thcse  calls  the  Committee  of  Safety 

for  Hampshire  County,  consisting  of  Jo- 
seph Hawley  of  Northampton,  Noah  Goodman  of  Hadley, 
Major  William  Pynchon  of  Springfield,  David  Moseley  of 
Westfield,  and  Capt.  Israel  Hubbard  of  Hatfield,  raised  a. 
regiment  in  this  county.  The^ldiers  for  Canada  were  to 
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receive  £7  each.  A  company  was  enlisted  for  five  months' 
service  from  Northampton,  Southampton  and  adjacent 
towns.  On  the  7*^  of  July,  a  master  to  enlist  soldiers  was 
held  in  Northampton,  at  which  a  part  of  the  qnota  was 
secured,  and  another  in  Southampton  on  the  9*'',  when 
eight  or  nine  men  were  enlisted.  They  were  mastered  in 
July  19*'*,  and  the  term  of  service  ended  December  10*\ 
Joseph  LjTTian  of  Northampton  was  Captain  ;  Elisha  Bas- 
com  of  Southampton,  Lieut.  ;  John  Dickinson  of  Uatfiehl, 
Ens.  ;  Benjamin  Reed  of  Chesterlield,  Abuer  Lyman  and 
Solomon  Allen  of  Northanipioii,  Sergts.  They  marched  to 
Ticonderoga,  remained  ail  the  time  in  tents  near  the  fort, 
were  engaged  in  building  redoubts,  etc.,  but  were  not  called 
into  action.  Seven  men  died,  viz. : — Lieut  EBisha  Bascom 
of  Southampton,  Asahel  Judd,  son  of  Samuel,  Barzillai 
Brewer,  and  John  Riley  of  Northampton,  Mi  Danks  and 
John  Pomeroy  of  Southampton,  and  Levi  Ludden  of  Wil- 
liamsburg. The  comity  received  at  starting  sSOs.  each  in 
Continental  money,  at  tlie  Court-House.  They  were  paid 
40s.  per  month  in  Continental  bills,  which  had  not  depre- 
ciated very  much  at  that  time.  This  company  is  tlie  one 
alluded  to  in  Cook's  narrative,  as  arriving  at  Ticonderoga, 
Ruggles  Woodbride:e  of  South  Hadley  commanded  the  reg- 
iment, and  it  was  discharged  in  December. 

A  Company  for    About  ths  first  of  August,  a  compauy  was 
raised  for  service  at  Boston.  The  men  were 

from  Northampton,  Southampton,  Hadley, 
Hatfield,  Worthington,  South  Hadley,  and  other  towns. 
Oliver  Lyman  of  Northampton  was  Captain  ;  Moses  Kel- 
lo£^g-  of  South  Hadley,  1"  Lieut.  :  Joshua  Lamb  Wood- 
bridge  of  Hatfield.  2'^  Lieut.  :  Sbubael  Warner  of  South- 
ampton, Ens.  They  were  in  the  service  four  months,  and 
wt^iH  stationed  at  Dorchester.  During  this  time  they  re- 
moved the  barracks  from  Cambridge  to  Dorchester.  About 
the  1'*  of  December  they  returned  home,  not  having  been 
called  into  action.  Thomas  Lyman,  one  of  the  minute- 
men,  was  a  member  of  this  company,  and  Oapt.  Oliver 
Lyman  was  a  Lieut. 


imi  RETOIiUTION— DEATH  OF  GBN.  POMJIUiOY.  387 


Another  Drait.  September,  anotlier  requisition  of  one 

fifth  of  the  militia  not  in  service,  except  in 
the  eastern  counties  and  exposed  seaports,  was  ordered  to 
march  to  the  aid  of  Gen.  Washington  at  I^ew  York.  Those 
aheent  from  muster  were  fined  £10,  and  those  who  refused 
to  serve  fined  the  same  amount.  In  December  one  eighth 
of  the  above  drafted  men  were  ordered  to  march  forthwith 
to  Albany. 

UoieSoidteraNmddd.   Under  this  order  Brig.-Gren.  Timothy 

Danielson  of  Brimfield  commanrled  Gon. 
Setli  Pomeroy  to  draft  every  tifth  man  in  his  regiment, 
nnder  fifty  years  of  age.  They  were  to  be  formed  into 
companies,  and  inarch  to  Horse  Neck  in  Connecticut.  This 
regiment  was  under  the  command  of  CoL  John  Moseiey  of 
Westfi.eld,  and  the  company  in  which  the  Northampton 
men  were  enlisted,  was  officered  by  Seth  Murray  of  Hat- 
field, Oapt.  ;  John  Kirkland  of  Norwich,  and  Jonathan 
Warner  of  WUliamsburg,  Lieuts.  The  regiment  marched 
through  Oonnecticut  to  the  army  under  Washington  near 
New  York.  It  was  at  Westchester  and  Valentine's  Hill, 
within  hearing  of  the  guns  at  the  battle  of  White  Plains. 
The  regiment  was  discharged  in  November,  having  served 
about  three  montbs.  In  this  expedition  were  Lieut.  Sim- 
eon Clapp.  Daniel  Edwards,  Seth  Clark,  Ethan  Marshall, 
Solomon  Clark,  and  Thomas  Craig. 

capt.  Wales*  Com-  tlie  hitter  part  of  December,  a  company 
under  Jonathan  Wales,  Capt.  j  Noah  Strong, 
Lieut.  :  Sihis  Brown.  Ens.,  went  to  Peeks- 
kill,  where  they  remained  several  weeks.  About  the  9"* 
of  February,  1777,  they  went  to  Morristown,  N.  J.,  Wash- 
ington's headquarters.  They  enlisted  for  three  months, 
and  returned  in  the  latter  part  of  March.  The  following 
are  the  names  of  the  men  from  this  town,  who  were  in 
this  service :  —  Simeon  Clapp,  Oliver  Parsons,  Isaac  Clark, 
Israel  Barnard.  Ezekiel  Porter,  Bela  "-^frong,  Thaddeus 
King,  Seth  Burk,  Jonathan  Fisher  (died  there),  Levi  Post, 
Timothy  Phelps,  Asa  Thayer,  James  Wales,  Samuel  Wales. 
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Tie  Seeood  Year    Defeat  and  disaster  everywhere  followed 
Of  the  w«.  patriot  armies  during  the  second  year 

of  the  war.  It  is  true  Boston  had  been 
evacnated,  and  New  England  freed  from  the  enemy,  but 
the  summing  up  of  the  year's  operations  was  decidedly  to 
the  adyantage  of  %b  mother-(x>uiitry.  The  American 
troops  had  been  driyen  from  Canada,  and  the  gateway 
from  the  north  was  again  open  to  the  inyaders.  Independ- 
ence, approved  hy  twelve  colonies,  had  been  declared  and 
pnblislied  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the  first  step 
towards  liberty  taken.  The  complete  success  of  the  North 
Carolina  minute-man  at  Moore's  Creek,  followed  by  the 
repulse  of  the  British  fleet  at  fort  Moultrie,  flashed  like  a 
meteor  across  the  darkened  sky,  irradiating  and  illumina- 
ting the  immortal  declaration  that  established  a  new  nation 
under  the  sun.  But  darkness  settled  again  deeper  than 
before.  The  disastrous  battle  of  Long  Island  placed  New 
York  Oity  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  Forts  Washington, 
and  Lec  liad  fallen,  and  Newport  had  been  captured  by  the 
enemy,  Washington  was  apparently  being  driyen  in  hot 
haste  out  of  Now  Jersej'',  and  altogcthor  the  outlook  was 
gloomy  and  dispiriting.  About  this  time,  however,  Wash- 
ington, by  a  series  of  brilliant  maua^uvres  drove  Cornwal- 
lis  from  the  Jerseys,  and  the  year  closed  with  a  gleam  of 
sunshine  that  brightened  the  horizon,  encouraged  the  sons 
of  liberty,  and  taught  the  enemy  that  the  subjugation  of 
the  colonies  was  no  holiday  affair. 


siaewB  of  War  During  this  time  the  colonies  had  respond  ed 
promptifpro.  gonerously  and  promptly  to  all  demands 
^  made  upon  them.  Bequisition  followed 

requisition  for  men,  clothing  and  proyisions.  The  struggle, 
whose  end  no  man  could  foresee,  was  taxing  heayily  the 
resources  of  the  country,  but  the  people  were  determined, 
and  they  settled  down  to  the  work  before  them  with  eneigy 
and  courage  that  nowhere  admitted  the  possibility  of  de- 
feat. So  inadequate  were  the  financial  arrangements  that 
the  soldiers  Avere  greatly  in  arrears  for  their  pay,  and 
Washington  and  other  generals  pledged  their  private  for- 
tunes for  the  liquidation  of  these  obligations. 
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Important  Meeting  A  meeting  of  \he  CoTTiTnittees  of  Corres- 
•in  Hampshire  pondence  of  the  several  towns  in  Hamp- 
shire  County  was  held  at  the  Court-Hoiise 
in  Northampton,  March  11'^,  1776.  It  was  called  by  the 
committee  of  Northampton,  "by  the  particular  desire  of 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  Town  of  Ches- 
terfield for  the  purposes  hereafter  mentioned^  viz. :  — 
Whether  or  not  it  is  proper  and  expedient  for  the  Court  of 
Gen'  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  aforesaid^  should 
be  dissolve  or  Adjourn'd  to  some  future  season  and 
whether  the  Justices  af  ores'*  shall  in  any  case  Act  by  Ver- 
tue  of  their  present  commissions."  Twenty-eight  towns 
were  represented  by  eighty-two  delegates.  Major  Hawley 
was  chosen  moderator,  and  Levi  Shephard.  clerk.  Kortb- 
ampton  was  represented  by  its  entire  committee  of  fifteen, 
whose  names  have  heretofore  been  given.  All  questicms 
were  to  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  each  town  coniniiitee, 
a  tic  vote  in  any  committee  was  to  bo  "considered  as 
nothing,'"  and  no  question  was  to  be  determined  by  the 
individuals  of  said  congress.  The  moderator  was  **  desired 
to  explain  why  it  is  that  the  Justices  Commissions  in  this 
Colony  are  in  the  Name  of  Qeorge  the  Third  of  Great 
Britain,  and  under  what  authority  the  said  Justices  do  act." 
The  annexed  letter  from  Bev.  Thomas  Allen  was  read  : — 

"  PittBfield,  7*k  March,  1776. 
"  G-entleraen,  T  hope  yon  will  not  fail  of  raising  the  Men  in  Worth- 
ington  and  going  down  to  Ho  Hampton  on  Monday  next  to  stop  the 
Court,  as  this  is  a  most  necessary  step  for  the  Salvation  of  our  Coxuitiy. 
Be  80  good  ae  to  send  vmtd  to  No.  5,  Mimayfield  and  CSiesterfleld,  and 
not  wait  tot  tlie  people  hero  but  go  forward  early.** 

I  am  your  Humble  Servant 

Thos.  Auubn. 

To  the  Committee  of  GaneapondMice ) 
In  Worihington.*'  > 

Each  delegate  was  to  "  manifest  to  this  congress  what  he 
supposes  is  the  sense  of  the  Town  he  repr^ents  in  regard 
to  the  seting  of  the  Court  of  general  Sessions  of  the 

Peace.**  Separate  action  was  had  on  the  two  propositions 
in  the  call,  and  on  the  first,  the  following  resolution  was 

adopted  hy  a  vote  of  39  to  43  :  — 

*'  Vot<!d  that  it  is  inexpedient  and  improper  that  the  Court  of  gen' 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Hampshire  should  set  at  the 
Time  of  their  Adjonmment  on  the  aeoond  Tneaday  of  Hamsh  instant. 
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**And  that  the  reason  why  this  Ck>ngre88  are  of  ol)iuiou  that  the 
Oomi  aloresaid  should  not  sit  at  tlie  time  &  place  aforementlon'*^  Is  on 
aooonut  of  their  holding  iheir  oommiflsioiis  in  the  name  ci  Qeorge  the 
Third  King  of  Britain,       and  by  the  anthocity  of  the  Baane." 

The  towns*  representation  and  votes  on  the  above  were 
as  follows :  — 

In.  favor  of  contintdng  the  sessions  of  the  Court,  Springfield,  3; 
Wilbraham.  1  ;  Belchertown,  4 ;  Hadiey,  3  ;  South  Hadley,  2  ;  Sunder- 
land, ^ ;  MoQt£^ue,  2  ;  Hatfield,  3 ;  NorthamptcoL,  15  i  Westfieid,  1 ; 
Southampton,  2 ;  QreenTille,  1 ;  Sonihwick,  1.^89. 

Againgt  farther  sessious,  Amherst,  8  ;  Pelham,  1 ;  Bamardston,  2  ; 
Shelboum.  4  ;  Greenfield,  3  ;  Deerfteld,  3 ;  Cnn^viy  M  ;  Ashfield,  8  ;  No. 
6  [Cununingtonj,  3;  Worthiugton,  4;  Chesterfield,  9;  Whately,  3; 
Mnrrayfleld,  1 ;  Wflliamabmrg,  2 ;  Qreenwioh,  2.— 4S. 

The  vote  of  the  town  of  Narwich,  in  fovor  of  continning  the  aeBsionB 
of  the  court,  throtigh  the  failure  of  its  delegate  to  arrive  in  time,  was 
not  recorded,  as  the  committee  delegated  to  its  chaii-man  the  power  to 
cast  the  vote.  The  remilt  would  have  b^n  unchanged,  had  he  been 
present. 

Upon  the  second  qneefeion,  the  Tote  in  fovor  of  its  snbfliding*'  -waa 
mianixnous :  one  delegate  was  absent  when  the  vote  waa  taken,  and  one 

delegation  was  tied, 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  wait  on  Hr.  Jnatice  Mather,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Conrt  of  Seaaiona  with  the  above  reeolve,**  and  the  oongreaa 
adjonnied  tUl  the  next  morning,  at  8  o'clo<^. 

When  it  again  convened,  the  convention  voted  "That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  thie  Court  of  gen'  i^ssiona  of  the  Peace  to  adjourn  without 
day."  *'  Accordingly  the  Jnatioes  of  ^d  Ooart  met  at  the  naoal  place 
and  Adjonmed  without  day.'* 

A  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress  was  ordered  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Ueueral  Court,  and  presented  by  Major  Hawley, 
Major  Bliss  and  Mo^e  Dickinson  Ssq.  It  was  also  "  voted.  That  this 
Gongreea  recommend  to  the  People  of  this  Comity  that  they  obey  the 
Militia  officers  who  have  lately  been  or  shall  be  appointed  in  this 
County  and  commiasioned  by  the  (General  Assembly  of  the  oolony.**  ^ 

Result  oi  ti»i»  Coil.   Til©  result  of  the  action  by  this  and  other 
v«cittoo.  conventions  was  an  immediate  alteration  in 

the  tenure  of  the  commissions  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  several  courts.  The  March  term  stopped  hy 
the  above  congress,  was  convened  by  the  authority  of  King 
GFeorge  the  Third,  but  the  May  session  which  foUowed, 
was  by  the  authority  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts. 

1  Th«  original  record  of  tfats  couveatton  or  oongresB,  In  tlM  huidwfittaia  of  tlM 
OtM^  Levi  Sbephard,  and  algaed  hj  bint,  is  still  extent. 
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Beqaiaitlou  for     As  tlic  war  progressed,  supplies  of  all  kinds 
BnppUM.  becaBie  mure  and  more  diiBcult  to  obtain. 

ClotMug  and  blankets,  of  which,  there  was 
always  much,  waste,  soon  became  very  scarce*  No  manu- 
factories of  such  goods  were  then  in  existence  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  the  only  source  of  supply  was  among  the  people. 
These  articles  were  all  made  at  home  for  home  consumption, 
and  it  was  only  in  the  private  stores  of  families  that  they 
could  be  found.  The  army  had  no  uniforms,  and  the 
troops  pjresented  a  motley  appearance,  dressed  in  their 
every-day  homespun  clothing,  of  as  many  dilfcrent  styles, 
fashions  and  qualities,  as  there  were  different  states  whence 
they  came.  The  first  requisition  by  the  Third  Provincial 
Congress  for  such  supplies  was  made  in  July,  1775.  The 
people  were  **  earnestly  desired  as  soon  as  possible  to  pro- 
cure such  a  number  of  the  articles  of  shirts,  breeches  & 
stockings  as  are  affixed  to  their  said  towns,"  '*and  as  many 
good  shoes  as  they  can  obtain."  These  articles  were  to  be 
paid  for  in  notes  or  bills  of  credit  of  the  colony.  This 
requisition  did  not  apply  to  Hampshire,  but  to  eight  of  the 
more  eastern  counties  of  Massachusetts.  The  next  year  a 
requisition  was  made  for  four  thousand  blankets,  and 
£2,f>00  were  appropriated  to  pay  for  them.  Northampton 
was  required  to  furnish  seventeen  blankets.  The  work  of 
collection  was  assigned  to  the  selectmen  or  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence.  Every  house  was  visited,  and  one  or 
more  blankets  demanded  in  proportion  to  the  ability  of  the 
party,  paid  for  and  taken  away.  These  articles  were 
usually' given  up  with  cheerfulness,  occasionally  blankets 
were  taken  from  beds  in  daily  use,*  and  were  surrendered 
without  a  murmur.  The  following  year,  in  a  requisition 
for  five  thousand  blankets.  Northampton  was  required  to 
furnish  twenty-seven.  Later  requisitions  were  made  for 
shirts,  shoes,  and  stockings,  and  in  1779,  this  town  was 
ordered  to  provide  sixty-four  pairs  of  each  of  these  arti- 
cles. During  the  next  year  Elijah  Hunt  was  appointed, 
receiver  for  Hampshire  County,  and  Northampton  was 
drawn  np6n  for  forty-five  shirts  and  an  equal  number  of 
pairs  of  shoes. 

1  Hollaiid's  ^ittory  ot  WMten  Vmb.,  voL  1,  S16. 
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Ho  TbwB  AotioD.     Very  little  appears  upon  tlie  town  records 
during  the  first  years  of  the  war,  having 
special  reference  to  that  event.    The  contract  with  Huut  & 
Breck  for  military  supplies  lias  already  been  noted. 

The  People  Bale.    On  the  13*^  of  MaTch,  1775,  fhe  warrant  for 
town-meeting  was  drawn  in  **  his  Majesty's 
name ;  **  on  the  27*^  of  NoTember  the  above  quotation  was 

omitted,  and  in  May  of  the  following  year,  it  was  made 
ont  in  the  "  Name  of  the  GoTernment  &  People  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  New  England." 

APermanoBt  Fom  of   ^h®  necessity  for  a  more  substantial  form 
Qorenmient  Voted   of  govemment  soon  became  apparent. 

The  existing  system  of  government  was 
at  best  but  temporary,  depending  upon  a  contingency  not 
likely  to  occur,  that  of  a  royal  goyemor  consenting  to 
goyem  according  to  the  charier/'  While  Massachusetts 
experienced  no  great  inconvenience  from  the  method 
adopted,  yet  there  was  a  desire  that  some  more  permanent 
means  should  be  established  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
In  June,  1776,  this  matter  was  brought  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  a  recommendation  to  the  towns  adopted,  sugg^t- 
ing  thfit  deputies  should  be  chosen  to  the  next  General  Court, 
clothed  with  power  to  adopt  a  constitution  and  form  of  gov- 
emment. In  accordance  with  this  proposition,  the  town, 
October  S**,  voted  atiirmatively  on  the  following  article  in  a 
warrant  for  a  meeting  called  to  consider  this  subject : — 

"  To  ooaalder  A  dtUmSsM  Wli«th«r  thiey  will  give  fheir  Consent, 
that  tike  preaent  Brntae  of  BepnaentativeB  of  tUs  State  of  the  MResap 

chnRt'tts  Bay,  together  with  the  Council  (if  they  consent)  in  one  bodj 
with  the  House  and  by  equal  voice,  Should  Consult  agrer  on  and  enact 
Sncb  a  Conatitution  and  Form  of  Govmunent  for  this  State  as  the  s'd 
Bbnee  of  Bepreaentative»  and  Goinudl  in  manner  atores'd  on  the  faDest 
end  mimt  mature  Deliberation  Shall  Judge  will  most  (Conduce  to  the 
Safety,  peace  &  happiness  of  this  State  in  all  after  Sticrnw^ions  &  gene- 
rations. And  if  they  will  direct  that  the  Same  be  made  publick  for  the 
Inspecticni  &  perusal  (d  the  Inh&bitaats  before  the  ratification  thereof 
\jj  the  Aaeembly.** 

▲  ooiMtitotioii       Objections  were  made  to  this  method  of  pro- 
FofiMd.  ceedare  by  the  citizens  of  Boston,  and  a 

nnmber  of  other  towns,  as  well  as  by  a  con> 
Tention  held  in  the  County  of  Worcester.  They  were  in 
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favor  of  calling  a  convention  of  dele^ateB.  Tlie  Legisla- 
ture, hfnvever,  proceeded  with  the  work.  A  joint  commit- 
tee of  the  House  and  Council,  framed  a  constitution,  which, 
was  reported  to  the  Legislature  and  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple. But  it  was  not  satisfactory,  and  was  rejected.  In 
May,  1778,  the  question  of  accepting  the  constitution  thns 
framed,  came  before  the  town.  The  document  was  read 
section  by  section,  and  thoroughly  debated.  When  the 
vote  was  declared  it  stood  thirty-six  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
tution to  seventeen  in  opposition. 

Deeiwatton  ot  In.  On  tlie  fourth  of  July,  1776,  the  Declaration 
depeitdenoe.  of  Independence  was  passed  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  Since  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  this  question  had  been  prominent  in  aJl  sections, 
and  the  people  were  well  aware  of  the  significance  of  the 
act.  Before  definitely  deciding  upon  the  proposition,  meas- 
ures had  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  sentiment  of  the 
country  at  large  in  reference  to  the  matter.  In  Massachu- 
setts the  Legislature  suggested  that  the  several  towns 
should  instmct  their  representatives,  chosen  in  1776,  in 
relation  to  the  advisability  of  declaring  the  country  free 
and  independent.  A  great  majority  of  the  towns  voted  iu 
favor  of  independence,  but  there  is  nothing  on  record  inti- 
mating that  the  town  of  Northampton  ever  took  action  on 
this  question.  It  can  hardly  be  believed  that  Major  Haw- 
ley  aiul  other  patriots  of  the  town  would  permit  a  matter 
of  such  vitnl  importance  to  pass  unnoticed.  Possibly  it 
was  the  clerk  who  neglected  to  make  the  record,  and  not 
the  people  who  forgot  to  vote. 

oeiLSathPomen>7  After  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  Gen.  Seth 
•g^  in  AotiT«  Pomeroy,  who  had  retired  to  his  home  in 
8ervic«.  Northampton,  was  much  employed  in  mil- 

itary affairs  in  the  county.  At  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
Gen.  Washington,  in  the  latter  part  of  1776,  he  decided 
once  more  to  enter  the  service,  and  early  in  the  following 
year,  started  to  take  a  command  in  the  continental  army. 
H©  evidently  had  charge  of  the  regiment  raised  in  this 
county,  and  waa  ordered  in  the  fall  of  that  year  to  report 
at  once  to  Gen.  Washington.  His  short  and  meagre  jour- 
nal of  that  march  is  appended : — 
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*•  Wednesday  Jan.  IS,  IT?7. 
**  Then  I  set  oat  from  Northampton  to  follow  my  regiment  tbat  wm 
gone  forward  on  tlMir  way  to  Danlmry,  in  company  withCtlie  Bev'  Mr. 

Porter,  Chaplain  for  my  regiment.  Came  to  my  sons  at  Whiteloaf 
[SouthamptoTi]  rmd  dined  there.  After  dinner  Deacou  Lyman  and  his 
son  Noah,  who  waa  my  waiter  and  Mr,  Porter  went  off.  Came  tbat  day 
to  Mr.  Barbank'8,  lodged  tliere,  the  next  day  set  off.  Game  to  Sima- 
bnry  there  dined,  after  set  off  and  came  to  the  west  port  Ot  Stmabmryy 
lodged  near  the  caV^q  of  New  Hartford,  the  men's  names  I  have  forgot.  * 
ten.  Set  off  next  day,  went  through  Litchfield,  came  at  night  to  a  tav- 
ern, the  place  and  the  man's  name  I  have  forgotten*  bnt  the  next  day 
we  came  to  Danhury.  Saturday  night  the  18*^  Noah  Lyman  waiter 
was  t&ken  sick,  we  stayed  there  over  the  Sabbath  heard  l£r,  Bradford 
preach  from  these  words  "I  will  have  mercy  on  those  T  will  haTe 
meroy."  A  better  preacher  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  heard,  Mr.  Pois 
ter  and  I  left  Danbory  Honday  morning,  that  day  came  to  a  place  Cram 
Pond,  lodged  there  (I  had  paid  before  I  left  Dea.  Lyman  at  Danbnry, 
six  shillings  more  than  my  part  with  him). 

"  Tuesday  came  to  Peokskill,  the  tsanje  day  rode  for  King's  Bridge, 
CoL.  Williams  with  me  to  settle  a  dif&culty  that  had  taken  plac<^  in  the 
regiment  before  I  left,  got  that  settled,  came  to  PeekskjU. 

"Saturday,  25"",  dined  with  Gten.  McDongal. 

"Mondays?"'  Daniel  Strong  was  hanged  for  taking  orders  tn  rfuae 
a  company  of  volunteers  under  that  infamons  Bogers  to  join  Uen. 
Howe*a  army  in  New  York,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Sackett  of  Gram  Fond  stood 
on  the  oart  and  prayed  and  preached  an  excellent  sermon  from  tiieee 

words  "Prepare  to  meet  thy  Gkid,  Oh  Israel."  The  whole  army 
paraded  in  a  circle.  Gen.  McDougal  on  horseback,  the  colonel  on  horse- 
back, the  whoJe  army  in  a  circle  round  the  gallows  to  hear  the  sermon, 
and  behold  the  melancholy  spectacle. 

"  The  first  three  nights  after  1  got  to  PeekskiU  I  lodged  at  one  Man- 
deville's,  paid  him  by  the  meal.  The  SS""  of  January  I  took  lodgings  at 
Capt.  Johnson's,  agreed  with  Miss  Johnson  (the  Capt.  not  at  home)  for 
two  dollar.s  and  a  half  per  week  for  my  board,  stayed  there  till** 

The  above  is  the  last  entry  Gen.  Pomeroy  made  iu  his 
journal.  One  of  his  last  letters,  written  but  a  week  before 
his  death,  closes  with  these  words :  — 

"  I  go  on  cheerfolly  im  I  am  anre  the  canse  we  are  engaged  in  is  just, 
and  the  call  I  have  to  it  is  clear,  and  the  call  of  Qod.  With  that 
asamance^  who  oonld  not  go  on  cheerfolly,  and  ooofiront  every  danger." 

His  Deafeh.  Within  four  weeks  after  leaving  home  he 

WciH  taken  violently  ill  with  pleurisy  and 
died  on  the  19*''  of  ftebruary  in  iii.s  seventy-first  year.  He 
was  greatly  esteemed  by  the  oflBcers  nndtr  the  command  of 
Gen.  McDougal,  and  was  buried  hy  them  with  military 
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lienors  in  the  biirying-grouud  at  Peekskill.  Thus  ended 
tlie  career  of  one  of  Nortiiamptoii's  strongest  patriots  and 
ablest  soldiers.  He  fought  in  tliroe  different  wars,  earning 
a  wide  reputation  for  skill  and  courage,  and  at  last  gave  up 
his  life  for  his  country  cheerfully  and  with  honor. 

The  Journals  of  his  cam- 
paigns, and  the  private  let- 
ters written  while  in  active 
seryioe,  contain  a  fund  of 
invaluable  historical  mate- 
rial, and  also  emhody  a 
mine  of  local  information 
iT'it  elsewiiei-e  to  he  found.  Whil''  the  former  liave  been 
copied  eutire  in  these  volumes,  the  latter  have  been  freely 
drawn  upon  in  the  course  of  the  narrative.  Prominent 
among  the  characteristics  of  this  remarkable  man  was  his 
strict  adherence  to  principle.  This  great  governing  mo- 
tive, and  not  a  reckless  indifference  to  danger  was  the 
source  of  that  undaunted  courage,  so  remarkably  displayed 
whenever  occasion  demanded.  Ample  confirmation  of  this 
assertion  may  be  found  in  his  journals  and  letters  whicli 
often  indicate  that  he  so  sensitively  appreciated  the  axH 
proach  of  danger,  that  he  was  often  led  to  exaggerate  its 
importance.  Tet  when  the  anticipated  peril  came,  it  was 
always  met  with  resolution  and  intrepidity.  It  i.s  related 
of  him,  that  on  one  occasion  ho  said  to  liisson  Lemuel,  who 
served  with  honor  throughout  the  Revolution,  when  ho 
showed  some  reluctance  to  go  through  woods  which  were 
supposed  to  be  infested  with  Indians,  after  strayed  cattle, 
"Lem,  never  feai*  to  do  your  duty  no  matter  where  it  calls 
you,  no  matter  how  great  the  danger,  never  be  afraid  to  do 
your  duty.  But  if  ever  you  are  tempted  to  do  a  mean 
thing  or  a  wrong  thing,  be  the  greatest  coward  in  the 
world.'* 

Hampshire  Commit-    Early  in  the  year  1777,  about  the  last  of 
of  8B.i9tjr    January,  a  meeting  of  the  Committee^!  of 
t  affiiiu  Safety  in  Hampshire  County  wa«  held  in 

Northampton.  Nathaniel  Dwight  of  Northampton  was 
ohairman,  and  Eobert  Breck  of  the  same  place,  clerk. 
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Delegates  from  thirty-three  towns  were  present.  The  con- 
ventiou  was  called  for  the  special  purpose  of  considering' 
the  sulferiug  condition  of  tlio  norlhern  army.  But  there 
were  various  other  matters  of  importance  to  b©  considered. 
It  approved  the  course  of  tiie  General  Court  in  ©stablisk- 
mg  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace ;  denied  the 
petition  of  Jonathan  Moseley,  a  tory,  who  ae^ed  that  his 
8on,  put  in  jail  for  refnslng  to  do  military  dnty,  might  be 
liberated ;  on  acconnt  of  the  desecration  of  the  Sabbath  by 
trayelers,  it  reoommended  that  innholders  should  refuse 
entertalnmeut  to  persons  traveling  on  that  day;  reoom- 
mended a  plan  for  uniformity  of  prices  in  the  county;  and 
advised  the  committee  on  supplies  to  forward  at  once  such 
as  were  especiallj^  needed  for  the  welfare  of  the  army. 
Another  subject  of  paramount  importance  was  the  open 
and  defiant  position  of  the  tories.  Encouraged  by  the  dis- 
asters that  had  befallen  the  armies  of  the  Republic,  the 
royalists  had  become  overbearing  and  obstructive.  An 
appeal  was  made  to  the  General  Court  to  devise  such  means 
of  relief  as  might  be  deemed  expedient. 


CHAPTER  XXVm. 


REVOLUTION— SMALLPOX — DliAiH  OF  RKV.  Mli.  HOOKER, 

Composittoa  Of  the  During  the  first  two  years  of  the  war,  so 
^^^y-  strong  was  the  aversioTi  to  a  standing  army, 

that  the  forces  in  tlip  field  were  composed  of 
the  militia  of  the  several  states,  enlisted  for  short  terms, 
and  commanded  by  officers  from  their  own  localities.  To 
all  intents  and  purposes,  the  colonial  army  was  but  a  gath- 
ering of  militia  sqtiadronB,  owing  allegiance  to  the  .state 
which  paid  their  wages  and  supplied  their  equipments. 
Patriotism^  the  governing  motive  in  the  earlier  enlistments, 
was  the  principal  bond  of  cohesion,  and  that  was  greatly 
weakened  by  a  senseless  spirit  of  state  jealousy,  which 
everywhere  prevailed.  Hampered  by  this  unsatisfactory 
system,  Washington  urged  upon  Congress  the  advisability 
of  forming  an  army,  enlisted  from  all  the  states,  under  the 
control  of  that  body  J  Consequently,  in  1777,  Congress 
provided  for  the  organization  of  the  Continental  army, 
whose  term  of  service  should  not  be  less  than  one  nor  more 
than  three  years.  In  January  of  that  year,  the  General 
(^ourt  of  MassacliTisetts  pas.sed  a  resolve  for  raising  Conti- 
uenial  troops,  voluntarily  if  possible,  by  draft  if  necessary, 
and  assigned  the  quotas  to  the  several  towns.  The  number 
required  was  equal  to  one  seventh  of  all  the  male  inhabi- 
tants over  sixteen  years  of  age,  at  home  and  abroad.  They 
were  to  serve  either  till  the  lO*"*  of  January,  1778,  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war,  as  they  might  choose  at  the  time 
of  enlistment.  Those  engaging  for  less  than  three  years 
were  not  entitled  to  a  bounty,  and  all  who  refused  to  serve 

were  fined  £10. 

1  Vieko'»  AoMdoaa  Bevolatioit,  toI.  1,  pp.  M8,  MSL 

»»1 
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Bidictiiic continanp    NorthamptoD  was  required  to  furnish 
t«l  Soldiers.  twuiiLy-nine  men.  aud  in  April  the  work 

of  enlisting  them  began.  The  town  oJIered 
a  bomity  of  £30,  equal  to  $100  for  each  soldier,  and  in- 
sfsructed  the  militia  officers  to  classify  their  companies  into 
as  many  diyisions  as  there  were  men  wanted.  "Each  class 
was  to  procnre  a  man,  receiving  from  the  town  £30  to  pay 
the  bonnty.  This  first  application  of  the  bounty  system 
caused  some  troublo  to  the  enlisted  men,  as  the  amount  was 
deducted  from  their  wages  at  the  end  of  their  term  of  ser- 
vice. The  men  applied  to  the  town  for  relief.  They  had 
been  deprived  of  tif  teen  months*  pay  by  oi'dor  of  tlio  Gen- 
eral Courts  on  account  of  the  bounty.  A  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  matter  reported  that  the  town 
should  make  application  to  the  Legislature  for  compeusa- 
tiou,  and  if  it  could  not  be  obtained  before  1784,  the  town 
should  pay  each  man  a  sum  equivalent  to  £30  and  interest. 
This  only  applied  to  those  who  served  three  years. 

Boonty  Monvy     At  first  the  town  Toted  a  bounty  of  £15, 
ineMamd.         payable  in  installments  of  £5  each.  One 
payment  was  to  be  made  when  the  soldiers 

marched,  and  the  rest  at  the  commencement  of  each  suc- 
ceeding year  of  service.  This  wa«  Tiot  satisfactory,  aud 
the  men  could  not  be  obtained.  One  (jojHct  iu  making  such 
an  arrangemeni  uudoul)tedly  was  to  make  sure  if  possible, 
that  the  men  should  serve  their  full  time  or  forfeit  a  por- 
tion of  their  bonnty.  In  a  short  time  it  was  voted  to  pay 
the  whole  bounty  before  marching.  But  that  did  not  get 
the  men,  and  it  was  soon  found  necessary  to  double  the 
amount.  A  proposition  was  made  to  the  soldiers  to  take 
town  notes  for  one  year  for  the  whole  or  part  of  the  bounty, 
and  money  was  borrowed  of  any  individuals  willing  to  lend 
it,  to  make  up  any  deficiency.  It  appears  that  many  per- 
sons had  failed  to  pay  their  "proportion  in  promoting  the 
public  cause,"  and  a  committee  of  fivp  persons,  one  from 
each  of  the  five  militia  companie.s,  was  appointed  to  collect 
the  same.  Seventy  pounds  in  the  treasury  collected  as  fines 
from  such  persons  as  had  "refused  to  march  in  the  la.st 
Draught  of  the  militia,"  was  applied  to  the  payment  of 
bounties,  and  the  remainder  was  to  be  assessed  upon  the 
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polls  and  estates.  All  who  belonged  to  Capt.  AlleTrs  and 
Capt.  Chapiii's  compauies  the  last  year,  who  should  enlist 
in  the  Contmental  service,  were  to  have  **  fall  compensa- 
tion for  all  lofls  by  them  sustaiiied  in  cloathes  and  other 
articles,  where  snch  losses  were  unavoidable,  and  not 
throngh  the  Negligence  of  those  who  sostained  them." 

British  Pruooew    SevcTal  of  tlie  British  marines,  prisoners 
Eaiutiag.  here,  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army.  To 

them  the  town  voted  a  bounty  of  £!0  per 
year  for  three  years.  Robert  Keeling  and  Giles  Jones,  and 
probably  John  Meacham,  were  among  the  prisoners  who 
enlisted. 

Soldiers  Betura  Home  A  nnmbor  of  this  company  of  Oontinen- 
withoatLeaTe.       tal  soldicrs  Came  home  without  leave  in 

1779.  There  was  a  misunderstanding  in 
reference  to  the  time  for  which  they  had  enlisted.  Major 
Hawley  and  other  influential  cltissens  persuaded  them  to 
return,  and  sent  a  letter  in  their  behalf  to  the  authorities. 
Seth  Lyman  Jr.  and  John  Welch  refused  to  return  to 
camp,  and  led,  it  ivas  supposed,  a  vagabond  and  plundering 
life.  Seth  T^yinan  justified  his  son  in  coming  home,  and 
this  led  to  hard  feelings  between  hira  and  Major  Allen. 
The  otRcers  of  the  first  company  of  Continentals  were 
Major  Jonathan  Allen,  of  Nortbamptou,  who  commanded 
the  first  company  of  miuute-iiieu  ;  Capt.,  Nathan  Goodale 
of  Brookfield  ;  Lieut.,  Elihu  Root  of  Northampton;  and 
Bus.,  John  Blake  of  Wrentham. 

Par  Voted  to  the    In  March,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  re> 
sowiew.  port  delinquents  in  the  service,  and  assess 

tlieir  proportion.   At  the  same  time  it  was 

Yot/^  that  the  pay  of  all  who  served  with  Arnold  at 
Quebec,  and  those  who  went  to  Canada  under  Capt.  Chapin, 
should  be  estimated  at  30s.  per  month ;  those  who  did  gar- 
rison duty  at  Dorchester,  under  Capt.  Oliver  Lyman, 
should  be  allowed  53.  per  niontli  :  and  that  the  remainder 
should  be  computed  at  24s.  per  month.  These  sums  were 
in  addifioTi  to  the  amount  received  from  the  government. 
The  account  was  made  up  in  this  manner  :  —  Every  man  in 
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town  OD  the  assessors'  list  was  assessed  Is.  8d.  in  every 
pound  in  the  valuation  of  his  estate.  Many  had  paid  iu 
money,  others  had  sexYed  in  the  army,  all  of  which  was 
deducted  and  the  person  charged  with  the  halonce  if  the 
account  was  against  him,  or  credited  with  it  if  in  his  favor* 
The  service  was  computed  at  308.,  34s.  and  5s.  Calculating 
in  this  way,  the  delinquencies  amounted  to  £697.13.  In 
other  words,  after  assessing  the  town  Is.  8d*  per  pound,  on 
the  vahiation  list,  and  deducting  money  and  service,  the 
above  amount  remained  to  pay  those  who  had  done  more 
than  their  part. 

comxDittee  ot  Cor-  For  this  year  the  Committee  of  Correspond- 
reapoDde«M».  euce.  Inspection  and  Safety,  was  composed 
of  the  following  persons:  — M'.  Robert 
Breck,  W,  Ephraim  Wright,  M'.  Jacob  Parsons,  Dea''  Jo- 
siah  Clark,  M'.  Benjamin  Clark,  Lieut.  Joseph  Cook,  and 
Blijah  Hunt. 

Troopa  Employed  The  Conflict  in  Canada  carried  on  dnring 
the  preceding  year,  had  resulted  in  the 
withdrawal  of  the  American  forces  from 
that  country,  and  late  in  the  fall,  Gen.  Carleton  occupied 
Crown  Point,  which  had  been  abandoned,  and  threatened 
Ticonderoga.  Owing  to  the  approach  of  cold  weather,  he 
relinquished  his  purpose  of  penetrating  to  Albany,  and 
retired  to  winter  quarters  in  Canada.  Consequently  most 
of  the  troops  at  Ticonderoga  had  been  ordered  to  reinforce 
Gen.  Washington.  It  became  necessary  therefore,  early  in 
1777,  to  reinforce  that  place  and  put  it  in  a  posture  of 
defence.  Tn  February,  the  General  Court  ordered  Hamp- 
shire and  Berkshire  to  raise  men  to  march  to  Ticonderoga, 
and  subsequently  they  were  ordered  to  be  paid  as  Conti- 
nentals. Eight  men  were  enlisted  from  Southampton,  but 
none  seem  to  have  gone  iruiu  Lhis  town.  On  the  last  day 
of  April,  fifteen  hundred  men  were  ordered  from  Hamp- 
shire for  service  at  Ticonderoga,  to  be  enlisted  for  two 
months.  They  were  to  form  two  battalions.  Under  this 
call  a  company,  composed  of  men  from  Northampton  and 
other  towns,  went  to  that  place.  Simeon  dapp  was  cap- 
tain, but  no  other  officers  were  chosen,  as  the  men  could 
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not  agree  upon  them.  It  contained  about  forty  men  who 
left  Northampton  in  May,  aTid  remained  at  Fort.  Tioon- 
deroga  till  July,  when  Gen.  St.  Clair  retreated  before  the 
advance  of  Bnrgoyne.  They  were  stationed  on  Mt.  Inde- 
pendence, and  when  they  left  the  camp,  the  British  were  in 
sight,  lliey  came  home  through  Castieton  and  Williams- 
town.  Fifteen  men  from  Korthampton  and  two  from 
Westhampton  were  in  this  expedition.^  Another  requisi- 
tion for  men  was  made  in  July,  and  a  company  of  between 
forty  and  fifty  men  volunteered  from  this  town.  At  Worth- 
ington  they  met  the  company  under  Capt.  Clapp,  at  Eager's 
barn.  News  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  was  re- 
ceived befovp  ^Hey  marched,  but  they  f)ressed  forward,  and 
made  choice  oi  officers  at  Wui  tliiugtoii.  Jonathan  Stearns 
was  chosen  Capt..  Asa  Wright,  Lieut.,  and  Asahel  Pom- 
eroy,  Ens.  The  names  of  this  company  have  not  been 
found.  It  was  in  the  service  five  weeks,  leaving  iNurth- 
ampton  July  12,  and  returning  Aug.  16.  Another  com- 
pany from  Southampton  went  about  this  time,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Lemuel  Pomeroy.  They  fell  back  with  the  army 
as  Burgoyne  advanced,  leaving  him  at  Stillwater,  but  did 
not  remain  till  a  decisive  battle  was  fought. 

(Je».  Burgoyne  Com-  June  16,  Gen.  Burgoyne  with  an  army  of 
meuoaskiaaiiucii.    ^gj^  tliousand  men,  British,  Germans, 

Canadians  and  Indians,  mnrehed  on  his 
expedition  down  the  lakes  to  the  Hudson,  and  so  to  New 
York.  After  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga,  he  went  forward 
tinchecked  till  he  reached  Saratoga.  Troops  were  moved 
forward  to  reinforce  Gen.  Gates,  and  full  one  half  the 
effective  militia  of  Massachusetts  was  in  active  service. 


The  Beaaingtoft  The  battle  of  Bennington  was  fought  on 
AUm  In  North,  the  13""  of  August.  When  intelligence 
ampion.  received  in  Northampton  that  the 

British  were  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place,  an  alarm  was 
.  sounded.   On  such  occasions  it  was  customary  to  fire  three 

guns,  beat  the  drums,  and  ring  the  bell.   This  time  the 

news  came  in  the  night,  and  the  alarm  was  sounded  at 

1  For  list  of  eoldlers,  ««•  Appendix. 
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once.  Nathaniel  Day,  who  lived  near  the  site  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  Music,  started  out  with,  his  large  drum,  beating  it 
on  his  way  to  the  meeting-house,  where  everybody  gath- 
ered.  It  is  reported  that  he  had  a  "big  drum,  and  in  the 
stillness  of  the  night  it  made  a  terrific  noise.*'  John 
Strong,  another  drummer,  lived  on  South  Street,  and  when 
these  two  men  beat  an  alarm,  the  whole  town  was  soon 
thoroughly  aroused.  In  the  Bennington  alarm  almost 
everybody,  old  and  young,  assembled  at  the  meeting-house. 
Among  the  town  papers  is  "  an  Acct.  of  Powder  Sc  lead 
delivered  out  of  Town  Stock  by  the  selectmen  to  the  follow- 
ing Persons  who  went  towards  Bennington  in  the  Time  of 
the  Alarm  Aug'  1777."  The  list  contains  the  names  of  one 
hundred  four  men,  and  the  quantity  of  powder  and  load 
distributed  to  them  amounted  to  £,20.2.1.  They  did  not 
wait  for  a  requisition,  but  volunteered,  and  marched  at 
once.  It  is  believed  that  Oliver  Lyman  was  captain  of  this 
company.^  While  on  the  march  they  heard  of  the  battle 
and  victory,  and  did  not  go  beyond  Lanesboro.  Here  num- 
bers of  Hessian  prisoners  were  delivered  to  them,  whom 
they  guarded  to  Northampton.  The  return  march  was 
through  Pittsfield,  where  they  passed  the  night  in  the 
meeting-house.  Another  night  they  lodged  at  Col.  Eager's 
barn  in  Worthington.  At  North nmpton  the  prisoners  slept 
in  the  Court-house,  a  guard  being  kept  at  all  times  in  the 
porch  of  the  meeting-house.  They  remained  hero  some 
days,  and  their  cooking  was  done  in  great  iruii  kettles,  near 
where  the  present  town  hail  stands.  The  main  body  of  the 
prisoners  wae  removed  to  Rutland,  but  some  of  them 
remained  here  and  in  other  towns.  Many  of  them  were 
employed  among  the  farmers.  Able-bodied  men,  especially 
mechanics,  were  not  plenty,  and  it  was  customary  to  en- 
gage such  of  the  prisoners  as  were  willing  to  work.  Gen. 
Pomeroy,  a  few  weeks  before,  had  written  from  PeeksMU 
to  his  son  relative  to  other  prisoners  :  —  "  If  there  should 
be  a  smith  among  them  I  should  be  glad  to  hare  you  try 
him  at  the  Smith's  business,  or  you  may  find  one  who  will 
suit  for  the  husbandry  business.''  Tt  is  not  known  whether 
the  Fomer>)>  s  employed  any  oi  the  ]>risouers  or  not,  but 
Jonathan  Judd  relates  his  experience  with  one,  which  may 

1  Th«ir  xiaiDes  wUl  b«  found  in  the  table  ot  revolutioawry  aoldlttrs  in  th»  Appendix. 
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have  btH  1  i  id  probably  was  the  result  with  a  majority  of 
thftTn.    Tie  writes  in  his  diary  :  — 

"  Fryday  [Sept  ]  5  ^^p^^r  1  set  out  with  a  Bnmswicker,  got  borne  at  2." 
He  went  to  Northampton  the  day  before  and  "  lodged  at  Mr.  Lymans." 
Id  a  few  weeks  he  xnakee  the  following  entry :  "Monday  [Oct.]  dO» 
was  at  Northampton,  left  the  Bnmswicker  we  have  had  there,  he  is 
nneasy  and  very  cross.** 

Another  Regiment  A  regiment  from  this  county  was  sent  to 
fcom  Jiampsbire  relnforcc  O^h.  Gatcs  m  .Tnly.  It  was  com- 
CouDty.  manded  by  Col.  Moseley  of  Wostfield,  and 

Jonathan  Clapp  of  Northampton  was  Major.  In  it  was  a 
company  commanded  "by  Capt.  Jonathan  Stearns  of  Xorth- 
ampton.  and  another  under  Capt.  Lemuel  Ponioroy  of 
Southampton.  Capts.  iluiiay  of  Hatfield  and  Webber  of 
WoTthiiigtony  also  had  companies  in  the  regiment.  It  went 
byway  of  Greenbush  to  Saratoga,  then  to  Mosee  Creek, 
near  Fort  Edward.  As  Burgoyne  approached  it  fell  back 
to  Stillwater,  and  during  the  retreat  Obadiah  Frary  of 
Southampton  was  killed.  This  regiment  was  discharged 
the  last  of  August,  having  been  in  the  service  about  six 
weeks. 

ookwAiamtM.  In  September,  there  were  other  alarms 
caused  l)y  reports  from  the  seat  of  war  on 
the  Hudson.  On  the  15'^  the  selectnien  were  calletl  ujMDn 
to  distribute  a  pound  of  powder  "to  fire  two  Alarms/'  and 
on  the  IS^^  three  quarters  of  a  pound  more  for  another,  the 
whole  costing  14s.  A  company  was  enlisted  from  North- 
ampton and  vicinity,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  meu* 
Oliver  Lyman  was  Capt. ;  Seth  Hunt,  Lieut. ;  and  Asahel 
Pomeroy,  third  officer,  acting  as  adjutant  part  of  the  time. 
Pomeroy  was  in  the  service  in  July  and  August,  under 
Capt.  Steams,  and  had  been  at  home  about  a  month,  when 
he  enlisted  again.  Col.  May  of  Goshen  commanded  the 
regiment,  and  Capt.  Lemuel  P  nieroy  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Southampton  company.  They  were  in  the  service 
about  six  weeks,  remaining  till  after  Burgoyne's  surrender. 
In  the  battle  of  Bemis  Heights  this  regiment  was  stationed 
on  the  left  near  the  Hudson,  but  was  not  engaged  in  the 
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fig-M.  Probably  it  wa&  of  this  regiment  that  the  following 
story  was  told : — 

As  the  Ilampshire  regiment  "wheeled  one  morning  into  line.  Gen, 
Gates,  who  waa  eanreying  the  anuy  from  a  little  eminence  on  the  right, 
remarlEed  that  they  muBt  he  old  aoldien.  *  Those/  asked  Wilkinaon, 
*  why  tiiey  are  the  raw  recmits  ttom  Northampton/  *  What,  Pom- 
eroy'e  men,  eh  1  I  ought  t  .  >  ]"iaw  thpm/  and  putting  spurs  to  hia  horse, 
he  rode  over  to  that  part  of  the  field  where  thej  stood,  and  compli« 
mented  the  commHuding  colonel  upon  the  appearance  of  the  mmi."' 

David  Strang's  David  Strong  of  Nortiiampton  waa  a  inem- 
ber  of  this  company.  He  stated  that  after 
the  battle  of  Bemis  Heights,  fought  Octo- 
her  7*^,  the  regiment  while  marching  to  take  position,  was 
suddenly  attacked  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  and  compelled 
to  fall  back.  They  took  shelter  behind  trees  and  fought 
after  the  Indian  fashion.  Qen.  lonooln  was  riding  in  ad- 
vance, locating  the  regiments,  when  he  was  wounded,  his 
leg  being  broken  hj  a  ball.  Strong  and  others  placed  bim 
on  a  blanket,  fastened  poles  to  its  sides  and  carried  liim, 
fonr  men  at  a  time,  till  they  met  an  ambulance  coining  for 
him.  When  Eurgoyne  retreated  beyond  Schuyler's  Creek, 
the  troops  lollowed  close.  The  road  presented  a  most  dis- 
tressing spectacle.  Dead  horses,  broken  yehlcles,  aban- 
doned camp  eqnipage,  were  strewed  in  every  direction. 
CoL  May's  regiment  was  among  those  that  crossed  the 
creek  in  a  fog  and  suddenly  found  themselves  under  the 
British  guns.  They  crouched  beneath  the  bank,  recroesed 
the  creek,  and  fell  back  **  All  in  a  huddle."  The  water  was 
up  to  the  waist  and  in  some  places  higher.  After  the  ces- 
sation of  hostilities,  and  before  the  actual  surrender,  the 
Northampton  soldiers  were  dismissed.  In  coming  home 
they  met  troops  in  great  numbers  from  Massachusetts  and 
Maine,  told  them  all  was  over,  and  Burgoyne  and  his  army 
prisoners,  but  they  all  kept  on,  anxious  to  see  and  know 
from  personal  observation.  Strong  said  that  he  never  saw 
men  so  full  of  fight,  as  all  were  on  the  day  of  the  last  bat- 
tle with  Burgoyne.  When  they  marched  from  the  line 
they  went  with  a  quick  and  lively  step,  eager  for  action. 
His  company  was  stationed  in  the  woods,  and  he  could  not 
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see  the  fighting,  hut  could  tell  from  the  firing  wiiicli  party 
had  tht3  aclvaiiitage.  ^ 

Tbe  £iued  and  AoTon  Stroog  of  Sonthamptoxi  was  killed  a 
Wounded.  UtUe  before  the  surrender  by  a  random  shot, 
on  the  sonth  side  of  Schuyler's  Greek.  Just 
before  this,  Jonathan  Warner  was  wounded  on  the  back 
side  of  his  shoulder.  He  exclaimed,  "The  rascals  have 
shot  me  in  the  back.'*  Eight  men  from  Northampton  en- 
listed in  this  company.  They  were  absent  about  six  weeks. 

A  Company  KnHstpd    Al)out  the  fii'st  of  September,  the  town  was 
for  Three  Months,    alarmed  bv  the  usnal  drum  beaiiug  and 
gnn  firing,  and  a  number  of  men  enlisted. 
A  company  was  formed  from  this  and  other  towns,  and 
went  forward  to  the  seat  of  war.  It  was  enlisted  for  ninety 
days.   Elihu  King,  who  was  a  member,  states  in  his  narra- 
tive, that  John  Kirkland  was  chosen  Captain,  but  becoming 
insane  on  the  march,  Abner  Pomeroy  of  Southampton  was 
put  in  his  place,  and  Samuel  Parsons  of  Northampton  was 
chosen  Lieutenant.   Pomeroy  starte  d  :is  Tjieutenant,  and 
Parsons  as  Ensign,  but  were  promoted  when  Capt.  Kirk- 
land was  discharged.   The  company  marclied  throngh  Wil- 
liamstown  to  Bennington,  and  thenee  to  PawTet,  though 
])nrt  of  them  went  to  Ticonderoga,  where  they  cajitured  a 
ft-w  British  soldiers.    They  remained  at  Pawlet  a,  few  days 
and  tlien  went  down  tlu*  Hudson  a.nd  crossed  to  Gates' 
army,  after  the  first  battle  of  Bemis  Heights,  Sept.  19'**, 
Col.  Woodbridge  of  South  Hadley  commanded  the  regi- 
ment, which  was  composed  mainly  of  Hampshire  County 
companies.  After  joining  the  army,  they  were  attached  to 
the  Massachusetts  brigade,  commanded  by  Gten.  Warner  of 
Hardwick.  In  the  battle  of  October  7***,  Gen.  Wamer*s 
brigade  was  in  the  line  about  half-way  from  the  river  to 
the  top  of  the  hill  in  the  woods.  They  expected  to  be 
called  into  action  every  minute,  but  were  not.    King  could 
not  see  the  battle-ground.    After  the  surrender  of  Bur- 
go  yiie  they  marched  to  Albany,  where  they  embarked  in 
stoups  and  were  landed  at  Tarrytown.    Thence  they 
marched  to  White  Plains,  thence  to  Westchester,  returning 
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afterwards  to  White  Plains.  They  came  home  in  the  latter 
j3art  of  November.  Thirteen  men  from  Nortliampton  were 
members  of  this  compaayj 

LoflMB  by  Nostb^  Thomas  Clark,  Solomon  Wnght,  Thomas 
•mvtoa  ifon.  Smith,  SUas  Bartlett,  Isaac  Clark,  Solomon 
Dewey,  and  Eleazar  Boot  lost  their  knap- 
sacks, blankets  and  clothing  at  Saratoga.'  The  company 
was  obliged  to  retreat  hurriedly,  when  almost  surrounded 
by  the  enemy.  Each  man  made  a  claim  upon  the  town  or 
state  for  his  loss,  amonnting  in  the  aggregate  to  between 
£30  and       but  the  claim  seems  not  to  have  been  allowed. 

Transporting StocwB  Ephraim  Wright  of  Norlhmnptou  was  en- 
totheArmr.  gaged  as  a  teamster,  or  as  iie  was  called  iu 
the  documents  of  that  date,  "waggon  mas- 
ter," throughout  the  Kevolution,  aud  transporfceil  large 
quantities  ot  stores  to  the  army.  One  of  his  earliest  ac- 
counts is  dated  June,  1777.  He  received  at  that  time  from 
Eobert  Breck  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  State  Committee  on 
Supplies,  who  was  also  commissary  for  Hampshire  County, 
'*  1$  hogsd  &  9  Tier.  Bnm,  2  hogds  Mollasses,  three  hgds 
Sugar,  2  hgds  &  one  Tier.  Cojffee,  7  barrels  of  Ginger,  one 
Tier.  Pepper,  31  boxes  Chocolate  of  50  lbs.  each.  &  one  box 
chocolate  of  250  lbs.,  Two  Tierces  of  Oatmeal,  foui-  tierces 
of  Indian  Meal,"  which  the  department  conveyed  to  Fort 
George.  These  str>res  were  intended  for  the  army  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  but  for  want  of  boats,  only  a  portion  went  to  the 
army,  the  rest  remaining  at  the  Continental  storehouse  at 
Fort  George.  Mr.  Wright  was  evidently  at  the  head  of 
the  transportation  department  in  Western  Massachusetts, 
and  the  teamsters  received  their  pay  of  him.  In  another 
document  may  be  found  a  description  of  several  loads  car- 
ried in  July,  1777,  "from  Kew  Providence  towards  the 
northern  army,  being  69  miles  &  four  shillings  per  Tun  per 
mile."  Among  the  articles  transported  by  them  were  ten 
tierces,  casks  and  barrels  of  rum,  brandy,  and  wine  ;  seven 
tierces,  casks  and  boxes  of  chocolate :  two  tierces  of  rice ; 
one  hhd,  and  one  box  of  "  cloathing  ; "  six  tierces  of  salt ; 
a  cask  of  muslard  ;  a  hhd.  or  two  of  molasses,  etc.  From 
1  FornMiiMMeAFpeodlz. 
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this  it  appears  that  liquids  prpd oir> inated,  and  that  **  Dutch, 
courage  "  was  deemed  of  great  importance. 

Beinforcemeata  Or-  On  the  '2"  of  Jiilv,  Haiiipsliire  and  Berk- 
d«r6d  to  the  North*  shire  Couuties  were  ordered  to  march  "  all 
am  Army.  can**  to  Fort  Ann  or  Fort  Edward 

to  reinforce  the  northern  army,  every  eeventh  man  being 
called  for,  and  in  Aug^t,  every  sixth  man  was  ordered  out 
from  Hampshire.  This  second  call  following  the  other  so 
quickly,  was  needed  because  the  first  one  ordering  out  every 
seventh  man,  had  been  but  partially  filled.  These  men 
were  to  be  in  the  service  till  November  SO***,  and  were  to  be 
paid  50  s.  per  month  in  addition  to  their  Continental  wages. 
By  the  22'^  of  September,  at  least  one  half  the  militia  in 
HamjKshirc  and  some  other  counties  was  required  to  re- 
inforce Gen.  Gates. 

Third  i«tx  ot  tbe  ThoTigh  irradiated  by  the  capture  of  Bur- 
goyud,  tlio  tliird  year  of  the  conflict  brought 
no  relief  to  the  harassed  and  hard  pressed 
<x)lom8ts.  The  defeat  at  Brandy  wine  was  followed  by  the 
capture  of  Philadelphia,  while  the  repulse  at  Gkrmantown 
drove  the  dispirited  and  dejected  army  of  Washington  into 
the  miseries,  hardships  and  sufferings  of  Valley  Forge. 
Little  had  been  gained  by  either  side,  though  the  Ameri- 
cans had  much  about  which  to  congratulate  themselves. 
Their  gallant  struggle  was  attracting  attention  across  the 
ocean,  bringing  to  their  aid  such  men  as  Lafayette  and 
Pnlas'ki,  reinforcements  of  untold  value  to  the  budding 
republic. 

SoiaUpox  invadeB  During  this  year  of  constant  warfare  and 
tboTowa.  continued  privation,  when  Northampton 
was  sending  one  half  of  its  able-bodied  men 
into  the  army,  the  town  was  visited  by  that  dreaded 
scourge,  smallpox.  This  disease  had  not  previous  to  this 
time  extended  inland  very  generally.  Seventeen  years  be- 
fore, a  few  straggling  cases  had  found  their  way  into  the 
Connecticut  Valley,  and  a  hospital  for  their  treatment  had 
been  established  at  Springfield.  This  year  it  appeared  sud- 
denly, and  though  vigorous  measures  were  adopted  to  pre- 
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vent  its  spread,  several  persons  died.  One  of  its  earlier 
victims  was  He  v.  John  Hooker,  pastor  of  the  First  Church. 
His  death  occurred  on  tlie  6*^  of  February,  and  it  was  a 
severe  blow  to  the  community.  The  people  were  sincerely 
attached  to  him,  and  the  sudden  and  peculiar  cause  of  his 
death  spread  an  added  gloom  throughout  the  town. 

sickness  and  DM«b  of  This  loathsome  disease  was  brought  here 
Ber.  Mr.  Hooker.      ijy  Ool.  Hoisingtou,  in  December,  1776. 

He  was  taken  sick  at  Daniel  Pomeroy's 
tavern — known  for  many  years  as  the  *'Red  Tavern" — which 
stood  on  or  near  the  present  site  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
He  was  removed  to  a  place  liastily  provi(le<I  for  his  recep- 
tion, where  he  died  in  a  short  time.  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker 
caught  the  disease,  it  is  supposed,  while  passing  the  tavern, 
soon  after  Col.  Hoisington  was  attacked.  He  was  return- 
ing, so  the  tradition  reads,  from  a  wedding  at  "Welch 
End"  (probably  that  of  Samuel  Porter  of  Chesterfield,  to 
Lucy,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Edwards,  which  occurred  on 
the  12^  of  December).  Mr.  Hooker  was  immediately  taken 
to  the  house  of  widow  Bartlett,  which  seems  to  have  been 
used  as  a  temporary  hospital,  where  he  died  after  an  illness 
of  about  seven  weeks.  He  was  buried  on  the  7'*"  of  Feb- 
ruary, not  in  the  night,  as  has  been  stated,  but  in  the  day- 
time. So  great  wa^s  the  drearl  nf  this  disease,  that  his  re- 
mains were  carried  to  the  cemetery  through  the  meadows 
without  attendance.  The  hell  was  tolled  as  usual .  people 
assembled  at  the  meeting-house  and  Dr.  Lyman  uf  liatheld 
preached  a  sermon.  Madame  Dwight  draped  the  pulpit  in 
black  broadcloth.  His  loss  was  severely  felt,  and  many 
tears  were  shed  while  the  service  was  in  progress.  The 
town  paid  all  the  expenses  of  his  sickness,  as  well  as  those 
•  of  other  members  of  his  family,  who  had  been  exposed. 

8«Tet*i  People  Dip    (xreat  consternation  prevailed  when  the 
oitiie  Diaease  »nd    disease  appeared.    A  number  of  persons 
were  attacked  by  it,  and  several  died.  Peo- 


ple from  Northampton  and  other  towns, 
who  had  been  exposed,  went  to  Chesterfield  and  were  inoc- 
ulated. A  house  was  provided  for  the  proper  accommoda- 
tion of  these  invalids,  where  most  of  them  remained  till 
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they  recovered.  Among  tbem  were  several  members  of 
Daniel  Pomeroy's  family,  and  a  number  of  persons  from 
Soiitliampton.  In  March  the  town  voted  to  build  a  pest- 
house  in  the  old  field  of  Elisha  Alvord,  above  Coomb's  Mill 
Place.  The  building  was  sixteen  by  thirty-four  feet,  with 
a  chimney  in  the  center,  and  a  cellar  eight  feet  square. 

leriasof  inomiUtttoD.  All  who  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army 

were  to  have  the  liberty  of  inoculation 
before  maroMng.  At  the  same  time  it  was  voted  that  no 
person  "  should  be  suffered  to  take  the  small  pox  in  this 
Town  by  inoculation  but  what  shall  Previously  Deposit  £6 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Selectmen  to  be  Kept  by  them  as  a 
Pledge  of  their  abiding  the  order  of  Such  Committee  as 
Shall  be  appointed  by  the  Town  to  take  care  of  the  con- 
duct of  such  persons  as  shall  take  the  Small  Pox."  Tlie 
deposit  was  to  be  forfeited  if  the  parties  failed  to  comply 
with  the  ordei-s  o£  the  above  committee. 

"Bfonopoif  and  Op-  A  committee  was  appointed  to  take  tlie 
.  prauion."  most  effectual  means  to  discover  any  vio- 

lation of  the  act  to  "prevent  monopoly 
and  oppression,"  and  to  '^prosecute  according  to  law  all 
violations  of  the  act  until  Grand  Jurors  shall  be  appointed 
to  take  cognizance  of  the  same.*' 

commiuMtoPro.  lu  May  a  committee  was  appointed  to  pro- 
oure  PrMohiog.  qj^pq  preaching  and  to  "  look  out  for  and 
procure  a  candidate  for  Settling  in  the  work 
of  the  Gospel  Ministry  among  us  as  opportunity  shall  pre- 
sent.'^ No  record  has  been  found  of  the  names  of  the  min^ 
isters  who  supplied  the  pulpit  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Hooker.  Much  of  the  preaching  came  apparently  tbroiigli 
the  injduence  and  exertions  of  Mrs.  Hooker,  who  was  after- 
wards liberally  compensated  for  her  labors  in  this  respect. 

SoidiATs  Aidandite-    A  committee  was  also  appointed  to  provide 
imboniDg Taxes,     f^j.  the  families  of  soldiers  in  the  Conti- 
nental army,  in  accordance  with  the  act 
of  the  General  Court.    It  was  also  voted  to  pay  a  bounty 
of  £10  to  all  those  marines  who  had  served  in  the  Conti- 
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nental  army.    In  December,  the  town  voted  to  reimburse 
tlioir  last  year's  poll  tax  to  those  who  wero  j^nsoners  in 
Quebec,  viz  :  —Joseph  Parsons  Jr.,  Paul  Clap,  Kussell  Clark, 
Oliver  Edwards,  Lemuel  Bates." 

Eev.  Jotn  Hooker.  The  fourth  minister  of  Northampton  was 
born  at  Kensington,  Ct.,  now  the  Parish  of 
Berlin,  in  1729.  He  was  the  great  grandson  of  Bev. 
Thomas  Hooker,  one  of  the  fonnders  of  the  Colony  of 
Oonneoticnt,  and  the  first  minister  of  Hartford.  Gradua- 
ting at  Yale  College  in  the  class  of  1751,  two  years  later 
he  wss  installed  as  pastor  over  the  church  here,  where  he 
remained  till  death  sundered  the  connection  twenty-three 
years  afterward.  On  the  6*"  of  December,  1753,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  Worthington  of  Springfield,  sister  of  Col. 
John  Worthington,  one  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  in  this 
section  of  the  state.  The  circumstances  attending  his  call 
have  already  been  fully  narrated,  as  well  as  the  sad  details 
of  his  last  sickness  aii'l  doath.  Accey>tir!'j'  the  p.-istorate  of 
thiR  clmrch  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  hti  eiiLered  without 
previous  experience  upon  a  duty  rendered  all  the  more 
exacting  on  account  of  tlie  stormy  and  tempestuous  close 
of  the  labors  of  his  eminent  predecessor.  But  he  seemed 
peculiarly  well  fitted  to  meet  the  special  condition  of  affairs 
existing,  and  the  asperity  and  bitterness  of  both  parties 
speedily  merged  into  a  mutual  and  common  attachment  be- 
tween pastor  and  people.  "The  gentleness  of  his  deport- 
ment, his  sound  discretion,  and  his  instructiYe  discourses 
in  the  pulpit,  secured  to  him,  to  such  an  extent,  the  love 
and  respect  of  his  people,  that  they  were  always  satisfied 
to  }iear  him,  and  did  not  care  to  hear  anybody  else.'** 
While  he  was  looked  upon  with  respect,  and  treated  with 
courtesy  by  the  clergy  of  the  valley,  he  never  assumed  the 
commanding  position  then  held  by  his  predecessors.  He 
was  eminently  fittftd  for  the  pastoral  office,  and  absorbed  in 
these  duties,  he  sought  not  distinction  elsewhere.  Partic- 
ularly he  endeared  himself  to  the  youth  of  the  congrega- 
tion, and  is  represented  as  a  man  of  most  condescending, 
familiar  and  winning  manners.  As  a  preacher  he  was 
earnest  and  attractive,  stating  the  truth  with  simplicity 

1  Sprague's  Annals, 
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and  directness,  free  from  everything  that  had  a  semhlance 
of  affectation.  He  was  modest  and  retiring,  and  did  not 
put  hiinself  forward  for  the  sake  of  popnlarity  or  noto- 
riety. Mr.  Hooker  was  an  ardent  patriot^  and  sympathized 
with  and  aided  to  the  extent  of  his  ability  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty. During  the  early  years  of  the  war  he  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  hold  services  as  the  soldiers  were  about  to 
march  to  the  front.  Usually  the  cQmpany  was  assembled 
at  tlie  meeting-hotise,  where  prayer  would  be  offered  by  ,tlie 
minister,  and  sometimes  addresses  made  by  others.  On 
one  such  occasion  be  preached  a  sermon  from  the  text, 
*'and  the  soldiers  said  what  shaU  we  do?"  His  death 
from  smallpox  occurred  February  6,  1777,  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight.  During  his  pastorate  of  tw6nt\  ree  years, 
four  hundred  nine  members  were  added  to  the  church. 

AMouMm,...'  Erected  Tcji  Veal's  after  his  decease,  the  town  voted 
to  his  Memory.  to  ''procure  a  decent  monument  to  be 
erected  to  the  memory  of  (he  late  John 
Hooker,  at  the  cost  of  the  town,"  It  was  soon  after  placed 
in  the  Bridge  Street  cemetery,  where  it  is  still  to  be  seen. 
It  bears  the  following  inscription : — 

"  Here  lies  tbe  Bey.  John  Hooker,  who  died  of  y*  Small  Poz  FeV  6*^, 
1777,  in  the  40*i'  Year  of  hie  Age :  &  d3A  of  his  Ministry.  In  him  an 
esculent  &  highly  onltiTated  Qenios,  a  graceful  Elocution,  engaging 

maniK^Tg.  &  the  Temper  of  the  Gospel,  nnited  to  form  an  able  and 
faithful  minister,  &  to  render  bim  exemplary  and  beloved  in  aU  the 
Belatlona  of  lifto. 

The  affectionate  People  of  his  charge  in  xemembranoe  of  his  many 
Amiable  and  Christian  Virtnee,  erected  this  Monument  to  his  Memovy." 

1.  It  ii?  related  of  him  that  he  was  at  flrst  very  mofieratw  In  hfs  ■whlgflsm,  and  soraft 
suBpected  him  of  beiag  on  the  feooe.  Nathauiul  Day,  who  lived  where  t>ie  Acadom/ 
of  Music  now  stands,  apprised  him  of  tbe  KNuriog  Impteedoii  flooQerning  his  poUt^ 
«al  ptiaoiplee,  and  arged  him  "  by  »U  that  wm  sacred  to  oome  on  the  right  aide,  or 
he  would  be  blown  up."  Mr.  Hook«r  made  no  reply,  bnt  ever  afterwards  wm  will- 
ing to  preach  and  pray  like  a  true  whig."'  Nathaniel  Day  was  a  flt^ry  whig,  and  with 
his  monstcoua  dram,  when  aa  alarm  waa  given,  "  he  made  the  town  riag«  hia  Lead 
was  up,  the  muscles  oC  his  aeacre  faoe  were  all  In  motloo,  and  hts  eyes  beamed 
with  animation  and  flre.**-Jttdd  MSB. 
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A  Oonteibntion  for  In  Janizary,  1778,  a  large  oommittee  was 
tiie  soidiMi.  appointed  to  "  go  from  one  house  to  another 
through  the  town,  and  see  what  they  conld 
oolleot  (by  donation)  of  such  things  as  they  judged  would 
he  servioeabla  to  the  soldiers,''  and  forward  all  such  contri- 
butions to  Albany,  as  soon  as  convenient,  to  be  distribu- 
ted to  the  soldiers  from  Northampton.  What  may  have 
been  the  result  of  that  canvas  is  not  stated.  During  the 
same  month  tho  s'lim  of  £108.8.2  was  allowed  a  number  of 
persons  for  bread  furnished  the  British  prisoners,  who 
marched  through  tlm  tuwii  ou  their  way  to  Boston.  The 
amount  was  paid  to  iuur  constables,  who  were  to  deduct 
the  same  from  the  t.ax  bills  of  those  who  provi<ltid  the 
bread.  This  must  Lave  been  for  provisions  delivered  to  the 
Hessian  soldiers,  captured  at  the  battle  of  Bennington. 

NineMotitb^iiflen.  Two  thousaud  soldiors  were  called  for  in 
April  to  serve  nine  months,  to  fill  up  the 
Continental  battaliona  The  previous  requisition  of  one 
seventh  of  all  the  male  inhabitants  over  sixteen  years  of 
age,  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  the  quota  of  Massachusetts 
up  to  the  desired  number.  Northampton  was  required  to 
furnish  thirteen  men. 

Boiuty  Monef  Aod    In  May  the  towu  voted  to  raise  by  tax  thir- 
Bej^MUons  iox    teen  hundred  dollars  to  pay  the  bounties. 

At  the  same  time  an  order  was  issued  to  en- 
list thirteen  hundred  men  for  the  North  River,  and  two 
hundred  for  Bhode  Island.  They  were  to  serve  eight 
months  after  arriving  at  the  place  of  rendesvous.  On  the 
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of  June  another  requisition  was  made  for  eighteen 
hundred  men  for  service  in  Rhode  Island.  But  their  desti- 
nation was  changed  and  of  the  one  hundred  ninety-nine 
men  required  of  Hampshire,  one  hundred  from  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  county  were  to  go  to  Providence,  and 
ninety -nine  from  the  northern  portion  were  to  march  to 
Albany.  It  was  probably  in  answer  to  this  requisition  that 
a  company  from  Northampton  and  vicinity  under  Capt. 
Daniel  Pomeroy  went  to  Albany.  Their  names  have  not 
heen  disoovered,  but  the^  joined  the  division  under  Gen. 
Stork.  In  May  the  selectmen  paid  the  town  treasurer  £153, 
part  of  the  bounty  money  raised  under  the  tax  of  $1300. 
Of  this  sum,  £90  was  paid  to  Daniel  Pomeroy. 

Beqoisttioos  for     Accompanying^  these  caUs  for  soldiers  were 
Clothing.  similar  orders  for  clothing.   In  March,  an 

order  was  issued  for  collecting  shirts,  shoes, 
and  stockings,  equal  in  number  t  o  one  seventii  of  all  males 
above  sixteen  years  of  age.  If  they  were  not  contributed, 
the  selectmen  were  to  purchase  them.  This  was  followed 
by  another  requisition  in  June  for  the  same  quantity,  the 
proportion  for  this  town  being  sixty-four  of  each  article 
already  named.  Returns  were  to  be  made  to  the  ofi&ce  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  before  September  20^^.  In  the  gen- 
eral list  of  town  debts,  rendered  at  the  March  meeting  in 
1779,  the  sum  of  £'S0'6,16  was  charged  to  the  clothing  ac- 
count. 

oompMiies  under    The  uamcs  of  but  two  men  enlisted  by 
«M«oaii.  Capt,  CJook,  under  the  resolve  of  April, 

have  been  found: — Ithamar  Strong  and 
Oliver  Sprague.  In  November,  1778,  a  company  from  this 
section  under  command  of  Capt.  Fairfield  of  Williams- 
burg went  to  Dorchester,  where  they  were  employed  in 
fortifying  the  heights.  During  the  service,  which  ended 
in  January,  1779,  the  company  went  to  New  London  and 
back.  In  it  were  several  men  from  Southampton.  Another 
company,  commanded  by  Capt.  MontagTie  of  South  Had- 
ley,  was  stationed  at  Albany.  The  regin^ent  was  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Chapin  of  Hatfield,  and  the  term  of  ser- 
vice was  six  weeks,   StiU  another  company  Was  recruited 
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mainly  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  nnder  command 
of  Enoch  Ohapln  of  West  Springfield.  It  was  stationed 
at  Springfield  to  guard  the  public  stores,  as  well  as  the 
British  prisoners.  Their  term  of  serrice  was  six  months. 
Probably  no  man  from  this  town  was  in  either  of  these 
companies. 

The  Bzpeditloa  to  In  December,  1776,  the  British  had  landed 
Bikode  bland.  a  force  of  six  thousand  men  under  Lord 
Percy  at  Newport,  which  was  at  f}i;?t  time 
one  of  the  most  thriviiiti:  seaport  towriR  of  New  Enghind. 
The  alliance  with  France  brouglit  a  powerful  fleet  and  aa 
army  of  four  thousand  men  to  aid  the  cause  of  liberty.  In 
connection  witli  this  fleet  it  was  determined  to  attempt  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  Rhode  Island.  Gen,  Sullivan  held 
the  com.mand,  and  m  a  short  time  he  had  a  force  of  nine 
thousand  men  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  French.  Stress 
of  weather  prevented  Count  D'  Estang  from  making  a 
demonstration  from  the  sea,  and  the  expedition  failed  of 
its  purpose.  It  was  to  reinforce  this  army  that  the  requisi* 
tion  for  eighteen  hundred  men,  made  in  June,  was  re- 
quired, though  the  destination  of  a  part  of  the  troops  was 
afterwards  changed.  It  is  supposed  that  no  men  from 
Northampton  were  in  this  army. 

Nortbampton  Be.    Tho  abovo  statement  includes  all  the  men 
otoiXa.  Northampton  was  called  upon  to  furnish 

during  this  year,  so  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  records.  Aside  from  those  who  enlisted 
for  the  war  in  the  Continental  army  the  year  previous,  but 
few  names  appear. 

Tb«  Town  MUitia.  The  Northampton  militia  wtia  divided  into 
live  companies  in  1777  and  1778,  numbering 
about  two  hundred  thirty-one  officers  and  men.  One  com** 
pany,  commanded  by  Oapt.  Joseph  Cook,  covered  territory 
embracing  the  southeast  side  of  Main  Street,  West  and 
South  Streets,  and  a  part  of  Lower  Forms,  and  contained 
fifty-eight  names.  Another,  commanded  by  Capt^  Oliver 
Lyman,  comprised  Bridge  Street,  or  the  Plain,  Hawley, 
Pleasant  and  Market  Streets,  including  Caleb  Strong's 
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homestead,  and  in  it  were  enrolled  fifty-six  men.  Capt. 
Daniel  Pomeroy's  company  embraced  the  northwest  side  of 
Main  Street  to  Ephraim  Wrighf  s,  and  up  the  hill  to  £nos 
Cook's,  Elm  Street  and  Prospect  Street  through  to  King 
Street,  and  in  it  were  one  hundred  seventy-f  our  men.-  The 
company  of  Capt.  Joseph  Olapp  was  in  what  is  now  Bast- 
hampton  and  a  part  of  Lower  Farms,  comprising  forty- 
three  men.  When  a  requisition  was  made  for  soldiers,  the 
required  number  was  assigned  in  proper  proportion  to  each 
section  or  company,  which  furnished  the  men  either  by  en- 
listment or  by  providing  substitutes. 

TheProgwMbiiTW.     The  ^eat  feature  of  encouragement  dnr- 

mg  the  fourth  year  of  the  war  was  the 
treaty  of  alliance  with  France,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
Frencli  fleet  and  army.    Philadelphia  had  been  evacuated 
by  the  enemy,  the  British  fleet  blockaded  in  the  harbor  of 
New  York,  and  its  annihilation  anticipated.     But  the 
French  admiral,  unable  to  lake  his  heavy  ships  over  the 
bar,  and  anticipating  the  arrival  of  the  British  squadron, 
sailed  away  to  the  abortive  attempt  upon  Newport.  In  the 
autumn  the  latter  place  and  New  York  City  were  the 
only  points  north  of  Virginia  held  by  the  British.  Many 
successful  raids  had  been  made  by  the  enemy  upon  the 
coasts  of  New  England  and  New  Jersey,  the  tragedy  of 
Wyoming  had  been  enacted,  and  added  to  the  warfare 
against  England,  were  the  Indian  outrages,  the  memory  of 
which  still  causes  a  shudder.  Washington  having  outma- 
nopuvered  his  antagonists,  went  into  winter  quarters  at 
Middlebrook.   The  seat  of  war  had  been  transferred  to  the 
southern  colonies,  and  Savannah  had  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.    The  odds  were  still  against  the  patriots, 
though  the  relative  position  of  affairs  in  a  military  point 
of  view  was  very  nearly  that  of  the  previous  year.  Not- 
withstanding the  straightened  circumstances  of  ilie  conn- 
try,  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  the  difficulty  in  ob- 
tainine:  soldiers,  and  the  absolute  impossibility  of  raising 
the  armies  to  the  required,  standard,  the  general  outlook 
was  encouraging. 
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NeoeMitr  of  Con-  One  of  the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  coiin- 
fedutttion.  f^jy  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
Tvas  a  general  bond  of  union,  a  system  of 
confederation,  that  should  unite  all  the  colonies  so  that 
their  energies  should  not  be  ill  applied,  nor  frittered  away 
in  individual  and  ineffectual  efforts.  To  this  end  Congress, 
in  the  midst  of  the  absorbing  struggle,  prepared  and  pre- 
sented to  the  colonies  for  their  consideration  a  system  by 
which  all  should  be  brought  together  under  one  general 
goyemment.  It  was  not  deemed  sufficient  that  these  arti- 
cles should  be  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  different 
states,  but  they  were  submitted  to  the  scrutiny,  criticism, 
and  approval  of  each  town. 

Articles  of  coat«d*  In  January  tJie  articles  of  confederation 
erfttton  Approrad  a^d  Perpetual  l|nion  proposed  by  the 
t>r  the  Town.  Hou'ble  Continental  Congress,'*  were 
brought  before  the  town.  How  far  they  were  discussed  or 
whether  any  opposition  to  them  was  manifested  cannot  now 
be  known.  The  verdict  as  recorded  by  the  clerk  was  that 
"they  [the  town]  approve  of  the  same  and  direct  their 
Representatives  in  the  General  Court  to  act  accordingly.'' 

Cider  Mill  Privilege  Ithamar  strong  was  given  liberty  in  March 
Graiited.  ■  to  build  a  "  Cvder  Mill  "  on  the  town's  laud 
near  the  former  home  of  Bathsheba  Hull, 
who  had  been  dispossessed  of  the  yjroperty  by  the  town  a 
short  time  before.  He  was  to  pay  to  the  town  aunually 
*'  the  full  value  of  half  of  the  cyder  which,  he  shall  make 
from  the  apple  trees  that  are  upon  the  town's  land  at  that 
place  so  long  as  he  shall  enjoy  the  same.*'  Some  one  of  the 
occupants  of  this  land,  while  the  town's  right  of  ownership 
was  in  abeyance,  set  out  and  cared  for  the  orchard,  and 
now  the  town  was  profiting  by  his  labors, 

oonerons  to  Hrs.     To  Mrs.  Hooker,  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
Hooker.  band,  the  town  was  generous  and  sympa- 

thetic. For  a  innuber  of  years  she  was  per- 
mitted to  use  about  one  quarter  of  the  sequestered  land, 
wood  was  provided  for  her,  and  she  was  paid  for  supplying 
the  pulpit,  "  at  three  times  the  nominal  sum  that  was  set* 
tied  upon  Mr.  Hooker,  as  bis  salary  according  to  the  time 
the  Pulpit  was  supplied  by  her." 
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Westhampton  Seeks  The  outlying  districts  wore  filling  up  with 
Municipal  priri-  liihabitaTii s,  and  each  and  all  of  them  were 
desirous  of  assuming  municipal  responsi- 
bilities as  soon  as  possible.  Unlike  the  practice  of  the  pres> 
ent  day  which  is  towards  annexation  and  the  absorption  of 
the  smaller  by  the  larger  places,  the  tendency  then  was 
towards  the  dismemberment  of  the  older  towns  and  the 
erection  of  new  ones  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
Already  a  large  slice  of  territory  had  been  cnt  off  and  the 
town  of  Southampton  formed.  Another  project  for  the 
formation  of  the  district  of  Easthampton  had  failed  be- 
cause of  the  opi>08ition  of  the  former  town.  Now  the  peo- 
ple liTing  in  the  westerly  section  of  the  town  pressed  for 
civic  honors,  and  proposed  to  set  up  for  themselves.  But 
eleven  years  had  elapsed  since  the  first  settlers  establiFJhed 
themselves  in  the  wilderness  there,  and  their  numbers  had 
increased  during  that  period  only  to  about  sixty  families. 
Six  years  before  they  had  petitioned  the  town  to  be  allowed 
their  "  ministers  raits."  and  "Sunithing  relitxv©  to  School- 
ing," and  since  tliat  time  ihey  had  been  supplied  with  their 
share  of  the  town  funds  for  the  support  of  preacliing  and 
schools  and  the  care  of  highways.  Now  deeming  them- 
selves capable  of  sustaining  these  institutions,  they  peti- 
tioned the  General  Court  to  be  set  off  into  a  separate  town. 
The  parent  settlement  never  discouraged  the  formation  of 
these  offshoots,  and  not  only  voted  in  favor  of  their  estab- 
lishment, but  divided  the  paternal  resources  with  them  in 
a  liberal  manner.  It  was  ever  ready  to  encourage  the 
young  follis  to  set  up  for  themselves.  Ko  opposition  was 
made  to  the  petition  of  Southampton  ;  that  of  Easthamp- 
ton was  treated  with  equal  favor,  and  when  the  proposition 
for  the  formation  of  still  another  town  came  up  for  consid- 
eration at  a  meeting  held  in  September,  the  following  vote 
was  passed  with  apparent  unanimity  : — 

"voted,  Thn^  they  did  Consent  that  fonr  miles  in  leng:th  at  the  "West 
end  of  the  Town  &  the  full  breadth  thereof,  -^-ith  the  Inhabitanta  on  sd 
Land  should  be  set  oS.  irom  Northampton  &  Incorporated  into  a  sepa- 
rate Town  or  District." 

91 
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The  New  Town  In-  Oil  the  39'^  day  of  September,  in  accordance 
flocpoMfeed.  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  the  Gen- 
eral Oourt  incorporated  that  section  of 
Northampton  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Weethampton. 
In  connection  with  the  above  Tote  another  was  passed 
allowing  the  new  town  "their  proportion  of  the  Land  and 
Honey  which  now  belongs  to  the  Town  (being  90  ponnds) 
they  taking  the  sequestered  lot  containing  about  107  acres 
in  lieu  of  £80.5  and  the  other  snm  of  JS9.16  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  Town  Treasury  in  consideration  of  their  whole  right 
to  the  Beal  and  Personal  estate  in  the  hands  of  the  town." 

A  New  Minister.  only  was  the  town  called  upon  during 

the  distress,  difficulties,  and  hardships  of 
the  war  of  the  Rovohition  to  vote  away  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  its  territory,  but  it  was  at  the  same  time  under  tho 
necessity  of  engaging  and  settling  a  new  minister.  Thin 
was  always  a  matter  of  special  expense,  and  donbly  so 
when  the  currency  had  so  greatly  depreciated  and  money 
was  so  hard  to  be  obtained. 

Iter.  Solomon  wu-    Soon  after  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
Item*  Invited  to    to  obtain  a  new  minister,  £200  was  appro- 
^  priated  to  sustain  Babbatlx  services,  and  a 

year  had  barely  elapsed  when  a  vote  was  passed  looking 
towards  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Hooker's  successor.  In 
March,  at  the  annual  town-meeting,  the  committee  appoiiit- 
ed  to  provide  preaching,  was  directed  to  "apply  to  Mr. 
Williams  in  order  to  know  whether  he  is  Willing  to  have  a 
Church  mooting  called  that  the  minds  of  the  church  may  be 
known  relative  to  his  settlement.**  He  was  to  preach  a 
lecture  here  during  the  next  week.  How  long  he  officiated 
previous  to  this  action  is  not  known.  It  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed, however*  that  the  proposed  service  during  the  coming 
week  was  his  first  appearance  here,  though  the  above  vote 
contains  the  first  mention  of  his  name  to  be  found.  On  the 
18*''  of  March  the  church  voted,  one  hundred  thirty-six  to 
two,  to  invite  him  to  settle,  and  twelve  days  after,  the  town 
by  an  equally  unanimous  vote— one  hundred  eighty-eight 
in  favor  to  two  in  opposition— decided  to  concur  with  the 
church  in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Solomon  Williams  as  their 
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minister.  Mi*.  Williams  was  tlie  son  of  Rev.  Eliphalet 
Williams  of  East  Hartford,  and  was  at  this  time  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  He  wm  graduated  at  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1770,  and  liad  been  during  the  five  preceding  years 
a  tntor  in  that  institntion. 

Twms  of  Satttement  The  question  of  a  settlement  and  salary  for 
and  Salary.  the  new  minister  was  referred  to  a  com* 
mittee  consisting  of  Ephraim  Wright,  Eli- 
jah Htmt,  Dr.  Ebenezer  Hnnt,  Mr.  Elias  Lyman,  Br.  Jon- 
athan Hunt,  Abner  Barnard,  Ezra  Clark,  Jacob  Pnrst ns, 
and  Bea.  Aaron  Cook.  After  conference  with  Mr.  Wil- 
liams they  reported  an  agreement  with  liim  b)'  which  he 
was  to  receive  £300  for  a  settlement,  payable,  one  third 
when  he  should  be  ordained,  and  the  remainder  within  the 
two  succeeding  years.  His  salary  was  to  be  £100  the  first 
year  with  a  yearly  increa^^e  of  £5  till  it  reached  the  sum  of 
£i20y  which  was  to  be  the  permanent  limit.  On  account 
of  the  fluctuations  in  the  paper  currency,  the  standard 
value  of  the  salary  was  based,  as  in  the  case  of  Bey.  Jona- 
than Edwards,  upon  the  price  of  the  staple  products  of  the 
land,  ''Wheat,  Rie  and  Indian  Com."  The  price  of  wheat 
was  to  be  4s.,  rie  3s.,  and  Indian  com  %8,,  per  bushel 
It  was  also  provided  that  these  prices  should  bear  the  same 
proportion  to  those  fixed  upon  by  the  committee,  whatever 
might  be  their  variations.  For  instance,  when  wheat  was 
worth  12s.,  rie  9s.,  and  Indian  corn  6s.  per  bushel,  then 
the  "  sum  paid  Mr.  Williams  should  be  three  times  as  ^eat 
as  the  sum  fixed  upon  in  the  above  vote."  ?vot]iiug  in 
these  votes  was  to  prevent  the  salary  from  being  paid  in 
gold  or  silver.  A  sufficient  amount  of  fire-wood  was  also 
to  be  provided. 

ordinatioo  bervicee.    To  this  prop<^ition  Mr.  Williams  gave  his 

written  approval,  signed  upon  the  records. 
The  ordination  took  place  on  the  4^  of  June.  The  council 
was  composed  of  Bev.  Eliphalet  Williams  of  Hartford, 
father  of  the  candidate.  Rev.  Richard  Salter  of  Murray- 
field,  Rev.  Timothy  Eine  of  6k)shen,  Rev.  Jonathan  Judd 
of  Southampton,  Rev.  Solomon  Hopkins  of  Hadley,  and 
Rev.  Joseph  Lyman  of  Hatfield.  It  passed  off  with  the 
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usual  coremonies,  sacred  and  profane.  It  is  not  known 
whether  the  customary  ball  occurred,  but  there  is  uo  doubt 
about  the  ordination  dinner. 

The  oidination      The  Committee  on  the  ordination  was  oom> 
posed  of  Ezra  Clark,  Aaron  Cook,  Jona- 
than Hunt,  and  Josiah  Clark  Jr.  They 
pioTided  a  plentiful  banquet,  as  the  following  bill  of  par- 
ticulars, allowed  and  paid  by  the  town,  abundantly 


proves : — 

£  9  d. 

"To  le^^lb  of  Beef  at  Is.  4d.,  Capt.  Cook    .         .  1.  2.4 

lIHb  of  Beef  at  I0.  4d.,  Capt.  Joseph  Lyman       .  0.17.4 

51}j  beef  at  Is.  4(3.  per  pound,  Solomon  Clark    .  0.  6.8 

ion.  beef  at  Is.  4d.  per  pound,  Elisha  Cook  .         .  0.13.4 

T^flb  pork     1*;.  4d.  per  pound.  Joseph  Root     .  0.10.0 

tib  of  butter  m  6s.  per  pound,  Aaron  Cook          .  0.12.0 

To  half  a  bnahel  of  Wheat,      Clark  0.13.0 

A  peck  of  Wheat,  Joseph  Clark      .         .         ,  0.  CO 

}4  barrel  of  Cyder  at  728.  per  barrel,  M18.  Hooter  1.16.0 

4Bt>  pork  at  os.  per  pound,  Mrs.  Hooker  .         .  0  12.0 

8>^&  Veal  at  Is.  4d.  per     Mrs.  Hook^     .        .  0.11.4 

Ifflb  pork  at  Is.  4d.  per  lb,  Mrs.  Hooker  .  1.  4.0 

Mm.  Hooker  for  trouble  in  addition  to  articles     .  1.  4.0 

Mrs.  Wright  and  Mrs.  Hrnit  B  days  at  to.        .  1.16.0 

Elisha  Cook  1^  days  at  ds.  per  day  .        .         .  0.13.6 

Lt.  (Steams)  1  d^  at  6s.  per  day         .        .  0.  9.0 

Statteon  Bilge  1^  days  at  OS.  .  0.9.0 

Oliver  Strong's  wife  1  day  at  6b.  .        .        .  0.6.0 

Dan.  Kenflelds  wife  one  day  .        ,         ,        .  0.  4.0 

lioab  Keofields  wife  one  day     ...  0.  4.0 

Steven  Coats  wife  one  day  .  .  .  .  0.  4.0 
63fericeat  Is.  6d.  per  pound  supposed  Hr&  H.  per  C 

Strong  0.  0.0 

I21b  Suet  to  Capt.  Joseph  Lyman  at  2s.  6d.  ,  1.10,0 
a  Jimey  to  Hatfield  to  procure  Mr.  Lymm 

181b  of  Veal  at  Is.  4d.  per  pound,  Nat  Day  .        .  1.  8.4 

5^ft  of  Veal  at  Is.  4d.  per  pound,  Elisha  Lyman  0.  7.8 
Keeping  a  horse  5  dayes 

do        do  0  dayes,  Jonathan  Himt  .        .  I.IB.O 

£1».12.6 


Snpplyfnf ibe  Wood-        tlie  matter  of  furnishing  wood  to  the 
^  new  pastor,  the  selectmen  were  directed 

' '  to  appoint  a  day  at  a  suitable  season,  and 
giye  public  notice  that  those  persons  who  are  so  disposed 
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might  carry  a  load  of  wood  to  Mrs.  Hooker's  house,  whicli 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Williams  and  Mrs.  Hooker's 

family."   From  this  it  appears  that  the  new  minister  made 

his  home  with  Mrs.  Hooker.  The  following  year  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Hooker,  aad  they  occupied  the  house  duriiig  his 
entire  pastorate. 

Settlers  tor  South-    Mijah  Pomeroy,  Caleb  Pomeroy,  Widow 
amptoD.  Experience  Bartlett,  and  Moses  Bartlett, 

petitioned  to  be  set  off  to  Southampton 
about  this  time.  The  committee  to  whom  the  matter  was 
referred  reported  against  the  change,  but  the  town  refused 
to  accept  the  report,  and  voted  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners. 

Titus  EfnR  desires  to  The  Veteran  schoolmaster,  Titus  King, 
BuUdaHoufi©.  petitioned  for  liberty  to  l)ailrl  a  House 
\;pou  the  Town  Land  between  the  rear  of 
Asa  Wright's  Home  lot  and  the  bnrying  yard  fence.'*  A 
committee  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  roqLuest,  but 
the  town  refused. 

Vadotts  Approi»riar    The  usual  allowances  were  made  for  school- 
^o**"*  ing  at  Glapp's  Farms,  Easthampton,  and 

for  1  i  ul  V  ays  in  Weethampton,  previous  to 
its  incorporation.  The  bounty  for  wolves  was  raised  to 
JS16.   A  committee  had  been  appointed  in  previous  years  in 

accordance  with  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  to  provide 
for  the  families  of  Continental  soldiers,  and  this  year  the 
stim  of  £588  was  expended  for  that  purpose.  Tn  Novem- 
ber, tiie  town  voted  tluat  the  prices  for  labor  and  materials 
should  be  six  times  higher  than  usual.  Continental  money 
at  this  time  was  at  the  rate  of  six  to  one. 
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CHAPTEB  XXX. 

BByOLT7TION^ON8TITnTIONAL  OONVBMTION. 

Hore  soUi«rs     The  lirst  cali  for  men  m  1779  was  in  Jutip, 
Wanted.  when  2000  were  ordered  to  fill  up  tlie  iif- 

teeu  battalions  of  Continentals  required  of 
this  State.  They  were  to  be  mustered  at  Springiield.  Of 
these,  fifteen  hundred  men  were  to  reinforce  the  Continen- 
tal army  and  were  to  serve  nine  months^  and  five  hundred 
were  to  be  enlisted  for  six  months,  and  sent  to  Bhode 
Island.  Northampton  was  required  to  furnish  ten  men. 
A  town-meeting  was  held  on  the  25*"  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  these  soldiers.  As  a  preliminary  it  was  voted  to 
indemnify  militia  oficers  from  any  fines  or  Penalties  which 
they  may  incur  in  consequence  of  their  pursuing  the  ad- 
vice of  the  town  in  riusing  the  men  now  called  for.''  It 
was  then  decided 

'*  That  eyery  able  bodyed  man  that  shall  engagie  to  serve  in  the  conti- 
nental army  for  the  Twax  of  niae  months,  shall  have  paid  to  him  bj 
the  Town  according  to  the  rate  of  eighteen  pounds  for  nine  months  for 
flidtermheshallMtiiattj  serve,  in  wheat  at  4a.  per  boahel,  Bie  at  8b. 
per  ImslMl,  or  IncUaa  Corn  at  9s.  per  bushel  at  the  sixpiratkm  of  the  sd 
Term,  on  pM  soMi^^rs  producing  a  Certificate  of  thflir  Service  as.aforep'd 
&  enabling  &  empowering  the  Town  to  receive  the  State  Bounty.  Also 
£60  Bounty  shaU  be  paid  to  them  on  their  Passing  mnster  and  the  8S. 
per  mile  fbr  mileage  abaU  he  paid  to  tiiem  before  they  march  by  the 
aeleotmen.  The  sd  soldiers  to  have  their  oontinental  monthly  pay." 

To  the  six  months'  men  who  were  enlisted  for  Rhode 
Island  £12  were  voted  in  produce  at  the  above  named 
prices,  with  a  bounty  of  £dO  and  the  same  mileage* 

Major  Hn'xi'-r  Ad-  "When  tliis  Ff^quisition  came,  all  the  milifeia 

dreasea  the  Miutia.  companies  in  town  were  paraded  near  the 

meeting-honse.    Major  Hawley  addressed 

them,  and  it  may  have  been  on  this  occasion  that  lie  told 

its 
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them  that  they  would  all  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water  to  Britisli  Lords  and  Bishops,  if  the  great  cause 
did  not  succeed.  After  the  men  were  dismissed  he  invited 
them  "to  take  moderate  refreshment  but  not  to  excess,"'* 
This  occurred  on  the  li**"  of  July.  The  men  were  mus- 
tered iu  at  Springfield  with  many  others.  They  marched 
to  Hartford  tlien  to  Litchfield  and  thence  to  West  Point, 
where  they  were  distribnted  among  the  yarioiis  Continen- 
tal  regiments.  Here  they  remained  four  months,  and  were 
then  ordered  to  Fishkill,  remaining  there  in  barracks  dur- 
ing  the  winter,  and  until  their  discharge  in  ApriL  They 
were  obliged  to  draw  wood  by  hand  for  several  miles,  fif« 
teen  or  twenty  men  being  attached  to  a  sled. 

The  British  Raid  Julv,  Gen.  Carleton  sent  Gov.  Tryon 

ConnMycut.  with  a  force  of  two  thousand  six  hundred 
men  to  raid  the  towns  in  Connecticut.  Af- 
ter laying  waste  New  Haven,  Fairfield,  NorwalJj  and  other 
places,  he  was  suddenly  recalled.  Kew  London  was 
seriously  threatened,  and  in  order  to  protect  that  and  other 
greatly  menaced  points,  a  leyy  of  soldiers  was  made  in 
Western  Massachusetts.  Thirty-one  men"  from  North- 
ampton marched  for  that  place,  about  the  S4^^  of  July. 
They  were  ])aid  for  forty-two  days'  service  at  the  rate  of  £4 
per  day.  The  company  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Joseph 
Cook,  1"  Lieut.  James  Shepherd,  %^  Lieut.  Jonathan 
Steams.  It  was  called  the  New  London  expedition.  The 
soldiers  saw  no  lighting. 

Tiie  "ciaTeraok      A  requisition  for  two  thousand  men  to  co- 
's^*'  operate  with  "  our  French  allies,''  was  made 

in  October  for  three  months'  service.  The 
town  voted  them  40s.  a  month  in  grain  at  the  prices  hereto- 
fore quoted,  and  the  standard  sum  for  mileage.  They  were 
also  to  receive  Continental  pay,  and  £16  per  month  from 
the  state.  Capt.  Cook  reported  for  the  militia  officers  (who 
had  been  empowered  to  give  their  obligations  to  the  men  on 

1  It  Is  reported  that  when  orders  came  for  raising  men,  Major  Hawley  wonld  ap- 
pear with  a  short  sword  and  address  the  »oUiiora  in  a  most  u&imatiQg  maimer.  On 
one  oooaaion,  when  no  one  el«e  turned  out.  be  marched  throui^  the  street*  escorted 
by  the  drttmmer ;  oihen  aooa  joiiiad  him  end  fhA  prooewton  npidlf  InoreeMd.  B» 
engaged  a  eabatitiite  to  Mire  In  bla  plMe  in     OontfaMntel  •tmy. 

9  See  Appendix  for  Dsaiaa. 


HISTOBY  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 


behalf  of  the  town)  that  these  had  been  obliged  to  pay  each 
man  $30,  over  aii<l  above  tlie  sum  that  tlie  town  had  voted 
to  give  them,  and  had  also  been  obliged  to  expend  considcra- 
"ble  money  for  liquors,  but  the  town  refused  to  pay  these 
expenses.  Nineteen  men^  were  enlisted  xinder  this  call. 
They  went  to  Springfield  then  to  Great  Barrington,  where 
ihey  waited  some  time  for  orders.  Thence  they  marched 
to  daverack  (Hudson),  where  there  was  another  tedious 
delay.  Finally  they  were  sent  to  Albany,  where  they  re- 
mained till  their  term  of  service  expired.  They  enlisted 
for  three  months,  went  away  early  in  October,  and  returned 
the  latter  part  of  December.  Joseph  Clapp,  who  lived  in 
what  is  now  Easthampton,  was  Captain  ;  Timothy  Lyman 
of  Goshen,  Lieut.  ;  Dea.  Sanderson  of  Whately,  Ens. ;  and 
Elijah  Wright  of  Easthampton  and  ITathan  Strong  of 
Northampton,  Sergeants.  This  expedition  is  called  the 
"  Claverack  Tour,''  in  the  town  documents. 

BMQita  in  1779.  The  fifth  year  of  the  war  has  been  styled 
with  truth  a  year  of  disasters.  It  was  the 
gloomiest  thus  far  during  the  conflict.  Ko  decisive  engage- 
ments occurred  at  the  north,  yet  the  success  of  the  enemy 
in  marauding  along  the  sea-coast,  the  capture  of  Verplank 
and  Stony  Point,  though  the  latter  was  gallantly  recap- 
tured only  to  be  dismantled,  were  among  the  most  disheart- 
ening infliiences.  Money  was  steadily  depreciating  and  the 
loan  from  France  was  but  a  drop  in  the  Tmckct.  Expedi- 
tions to  the  frontiers  against  the  Indians  and  the  English 
settlements  along  the  Ohio  and  in  the  Genesee  valleys, 
though  successful,  had  little  influence  upon  the  general 
result.  The  most  important  theater  of  warfare  was  at  the 
South,  where  the  British  overran  Georgia  and  the  Caroli- 
nas,  carrying  everything  before  them.  The  French  fleet 
under  D'  Betang  failed  not  only  in  the  combined  attack 
upon  Savannah,  but  also  in  the  anticipated  attempt  upon 
Kew  York,  which  was  at  one  time  the  only  northern  port 
in  possession  of  the  enemy.  Gen.  Washington  went  into 
winter  quarters  at  Morristown,  and  despondency  and  de- 
spair settled  down  upon  the  patriot  cause.  The  first  enthu> 
siasm  of  the  people,  dampened  by  the  constant  efforts  re- 

1  For  llct  «f  WUBM  Me  Appendix. 
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quired  to  recruit  tlie  armies  and  pay  expenses,  now  increas- 
ing at  an  enormous  rate,  was  gradually  fading  out.  Under 
these  adverse  circumstances  the  glorious  cause  of  Independ- 
ence was  put  to  a  severe  test,  the  most  exacting  of  any 
during  the  struggle.  Emboldened  by  the  difficulties  which 
were  accumulating  about  tlieir  opponents,  the  tories  became 
actiTG  and  insistent  everywhere.  They  obstructed  as  much 
as  they  were  able  the  action  of  the  towns  in  meeting  the 
requirements  of  the  government,  and  in  many  cases  they 
met  with  altogether  too  much  success.  This  town  under 
the  influence  of  Major  Hawley,  Caleb  Strong,  Robert 
Breck,  and  other  equally  patriotic  statesmen,  had  never 
a  strong  tory  element.  Whatever  the  obstructionists  may 
have  attempted,  failed  to  impede  the  efforts  of  the  patriots, 
and  every  obligation  imposed  "by  the  exigencies  of  the 
times  was  fully  met  and  discharged, 

Vwiou*  Matters,  Major  Hawley,  in  1779,  was  excused  from 
serving  on  the  board  of  selectmen,  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health.  He  had  been  a  member  of  that  body 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  acting  for  sixteen  years  as  its 
chairman,  and  his  declination  was  accepted  with  great 
reluctance.  The  next  year,  however,  he  resumed  his  ac- 
customed position  on  the  board,  retaining  it  several  years 
longer.  The  town  refused  to  pay  Ezra  Clark  £30  which  he 
advanced  to  Jonathan  Pomeroy  to  engage  him  to  enlist  in 
the  Cont  iuental  army ;  voted  not  to  supplj'-  the  family  of 
Joseph  Phelps,  a  Continental  soldier,  with  provisions ;  re- 
fused to  take  up  more  seats  in  the  meeting>house  to  make 
pews,  bat  voted  rather  to  repair  the  roof  of  the  edifice,  as 
well  as  the  floor  and  grotmd  sills  of  the  belfry  ;  decided  to 
allow  48s.  (68)  per  pair  for  each  pair  of  shoes  that  had  been 
provided  for  the  army;  again  appointed  a  committee 
to  prevent  ''monopoly  and  forestalling":  and  offered  a 
bounty  of  £30  for  every  wolf's  head  presented. 

The  Ooaititationai  The  people  having  rejected  the  constitution 
conT«ntton.       prepared  by  the  Legislature,  and  at  the 
same  time  manifested  by  a  decided  majority 
a  desire  that  a  convention  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
new  system  of  government  should  be  assembled,  the  Legis- 
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latnre  submitted  the  qaestion  of  calling  such  a  convention 

to  the  towns.  It  came  np  at  tlie  May  meeting  in  this  form : 
"Whether  the  Town  will  impower  their  Hepresentatiyee 
for  the  next  year  to  vote  for  the  Calling  of  a  State  Conven- 
tion," if  a  majority  of  the  people  should  so  decide.  This 
was  a  matter  of  no  slight  importance,  and  elicited  not  a 
little  discussion.  The  dehate  upon  it  was  continued 
tliroiiG:}ii)iL(  an  entire  day,  when  the  final  vote  stood  sixty 
in  ihe  alliriuative  to  ten  in  the  negative  j  a  amali  meeting 
compared  with  that  at  which  the  qnestion  of  calling  a  new 
minister  was  decided.  The  vote  instructed  the  representa- 
tives to  favor  the  calling  of  such  a  convention^  "  provided 
it  shall  appear  to  them  on  examination  that  a  major  part 
of  the  people  present  Voting  at  the  meetings  called  in 
the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  afores'd  shall  have 
answered  the  first  Question  in  the  affirmative/'  The  first 
question  evidently  was  whether  **  a  new  constitution  and 
form  of  Government  should  be  rnade^""  at  this  time. 

Tha  coavntixm      The  result  was  that  the  majority  of  the 
Voted.  towns  favored  the  proposition,  though 

nearly  one  third  of  them  neglected  to  make 
any  return.  The  General  Court  issued  precepts  for  the 
choice  of  delegates,  and  a  meeting  was  held  on  the  9*^  of 
August,  to  elect  them.  Each  town  was  authorized  to  send 
one  or  more  delegates,  hnt  the  meeting  being  thiu  the 
town  voted  to  suspend  further  action  until  the  people 
should  he  more  generally  collected."  When  the  seats  were 
better  filled,  the  decision  was  reached  to  send  two  delegates, 
and  Mr.  Ephraim  Wright  and  Caleb  Strong  Esq.  were 
chosen. 

ito  Firat  SflMton.  The  Convention  assembled  at  Cambridge, 
Sept.  V\  A  committee  was  chosen  to  draft 
a  constitution,  and  after  a  session  of  about  a  week  the  con- 
vention adjourned  till  October.  When  it  reconvened,  the 
committee  was  not  ready  to  report,  and  after  two  we^  a 
further  adjournment  was  had  till  January  of  the  succeed- 
ing year.  Both  of  the  Northampton  delegates  were  present 
at  the  September  session.  Caleb  Strong  received  £106.10.8 
and  Mr.  Wright  J^13d.ia  from  the  town  for  their  expenses. 
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The  Second  and  At  the  Janttaiy  sessloii  a  constitution  was 
TbtvdScMions.  prepared,  whicli  together  witli  an  address 
to  the  people,  was  printed  and  circulated 
throughout  the  state.  Tn  March  the  convention  once  more 
adjourned  till  June,  when  it  again  assemhled  to  canvass  the 
verdict  of  the  people  upon  its  work.  This  session  lasted 
about  nine  days  when  the  convention  dissolved,  having 
made  certain  amendments  demanded  by  the  people,  and 
having  submitted  the  new  constitution  to  the  LegislatuTe. 
Hon.  Caleb  Strong  took  an  important  part  in  the  conyen- 
tion.  He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  to  draft  the  con- 
stitution and  declaration  of  rights,  and  he  was  prominent 
in  the  discussion  of  the  many  questions  under  debate. 

BxpADMsoifbe  For  the  session  in  January,  each  delegate 
i>ei«8at«e.  presented  an  itemizsed  bill  of  expenditures, 
which  was  allowed  and  paid  by  the  town 
treasurer.  In  both  there  were  charges  for  lodging,  horse 
keeping,  shaving,  etc.,  especially  the  latter  item,  which 
was  generally  appended  to  the  item  for  lodging.  Tlie 
town  voted  to  pay  the  <1elegates  4bs.  ($S)  per  day  for 
attendance.  Mr.  Strong  charged  that  amount  for  eighty- 
two  days'  attendance,  and  Mr.  Wright  the  same  for  fifty- 
one  days'  services.  The  aggregate  bill  presented  by  the 
former  was  £Z6i*7,  while  that  of  Mr.  Wright  amounted  to 
£311.17. » 

In  June,  Mr.  Wright  received  an  order  on  the  town 
treasurer  for  ''four  hundred  eighty  pounds  currency  to 
enable  him  to  attend  the  approaching  convention  for  mak- 
ing a  constitutional  government.''  On  the  back  of  this 
document  is  the  endorsement,  "Mr.  Wright  returned 
£2.16.'* 

•riie  cnngtitution    At  the  April  meeting  "^Tho  Town  then  took. 

eomes  before  the  info  Consideration  the  Plan  of  the  Consti- 
tntion  and  Form  of  Government  sent  out 
by  the  Convention  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  after 
hearing  the  same  distinctly  read  chose  a  committee  of  seven 
Carefully  and  Maturely  to  Consider  the  s'd  Plan  &  to  re- 
port to  the  Town  at  this  meeting  what  they  Judge  proper 

1  For  oof 7  of  Ur.  Wri^t*s  uMoant  lee  Appendix. 
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for  the  Town  to  act  thereon."  This  committee  was  com- 
posed of  Joseph  Hawley  Esq.,  Timothy  Dwiglit,  Rob- 
ert Breck  Esq..  Benjamin  Sheldon,  Bea.  Josiah  Clark, 
Capt""  Joseph  Cook,  &  M'.  Stephen  Baker."  The  meeting 
then  adjourned  to  the  hrst  Monday  in  May. 

Mr.  Hawley  Criti-  This  committee  at  once  took  the  matter  into 
olsea  the  Kev  consideration,  and  3Ir.  }  law  ley  drew  up  a 
senes  of  criticisms  upon  and  siiggeBted  va- 
rious amendments  to  the  new  constitution,  which  were  ap- 
proved by  the  committee,  reported  to  the  town,  and 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  seventy-nine  in  favor  to  six  in  oppo- 
sition. This  report  covered  twenty  pages  of  manuscript.  ^ 
liighteen  propositions  to  change  the  document  were  offered 
by  the  committee,  and  apparently  they  were  voted  upon  by 
the  town  as  a  whole,  and  not  by  paragraphs.  It  is  not  now 
of  sufficient  importance  to  recapitulate  these  amendments. 
Many  of  them  were  not  of  great  value,  and  none  seem  to 
have  had  any  effect  upon  the  convention.  They  were 
couched  in  Mr.  Hawley 's  plain,  argumentative  and  effective 
style,  and  met  the  approbation  ol'  his  townsmen.  The 
strongest  appeal  was  in  favor  of  admitting  poll-tnx  payers 
to  vote  for  members  of  the  Legislature  without  property 
qualifications.  The  new  constitution  provided  that  "every 
male  person  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  resident 
in  such  towns  one  year  next  preceding  the  annual  election 
having  a  freehold  estate  within  the  commonwealth  of  the 
annual  income  of  three  pounds  or  other  real  or  personal 
estate  to  the  value  of  £60,  shall  have  the  right  to  vote,"  for 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 
To  this  Mr.  Hawley  proposed  the  following  addition: — 
and  also  every  ratable  poll,  being  21  years  of  age  and 
who  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  the  commonwealth  for 
the  space  of  three  years  next  pi  eceding,  and  wlio  shall  be 
willing  to  take  such  oath  of  allegianoe  to  the  Common- 
wealth as  the  Law  for  the  time  being  shall  prescribe.^ 
This  proposition  he  maintained  by  an  elaborate  argument. 
Having  listened  to  the  reading  of  this  report,  nnd  after  due 
consideration  of  it,  the  town  diroftod  Major  Hawley,  Mr. 

1  ^la  dMMiinent  la  Major  HAirley'a  handwritioc  found  at  th»  Leaoz 

Libncy,  N.  wb«t«  it  favma  part «(  th«  Baooroft  CollMttoB,  and  from  It  the  foire. 
golnc  teota  van  dnlT«d. 
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Caleb  Strong  and  Doctor  Shephard  **  to  take  the  several 
amendments  as  voted  by  the  Town  into  a  new  drauglit 
together  with  the  reasons  for  the  same  &  report"  at  the 
adjourned  meeting  which  was  held  on  the  22"^  of  May.  At 
that  time  the  committee  chosen  to  make  the  new 
dranght^'  reported  that  they  had  placo'l  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  a  subcommittee  with  instructions  to  report  such 
a  document,  but  not  being  satisfied  with  it  had  "  agi-eed  not 
to  report  it  to  the  town  ; "  wherfiupon  Major  Hawley  moved 
that  the  report  of  the  su))committee  should  be  submitted 
to  the  meeting.    This  report  was  then  read  and  "  largely 
debated,"  an  entire  day  being  devotc^J  to  its  consideration. 
No  copy  of  this  report  survives,  and  it  is  not  known 
"whether  or  not  it  embodied  all  the  changes  suggested  by 
Mr.  Hawk y.    There  seems  to  have  been  no  further  action 
upon  this  report  as  a  whole,  but  the  town  voted  that  the 
reasons  offered  by  the  committee  "  respecting  the  QualUfi- 
cations  of  voters  for  BepresentatiYes,"  and  for  a  Gov- 
ernor, should  be  sent    to  the  Convention  for  framing  the 
Constitution."  "  The  Question  was  then  put  in  the  words 
of  the  second  resolve  of  the  Convention  and  it  Passed  in 
the  affirmative,  and  upon  a  Division  it  appeared  that  57 
votes  were  for  it  and  %9  against  it."  This  resolve  recom- 
mended  to  the  several  towns  that  they  should  empower 
their  delegates  at  the  next  session  of  the  convention  to 
agree  upon  a  time  when  the  form  of  government  should 
take  place  without  returning  the  same  again  to  the  people, 
provided  that  two  thirds  of  the  votes  in  the  state  had 
agreed  to  the  same,  or  the  convention  had  made  it  conform 
to  the  sentiments  of  two  thirds  of  the  people.   When  the 
convention  resumed  its  sittings  in  June,  it  was  found  that 
the  voters  had  accepted  the  constitution  as  it  stood  in 
printed  form,  submitted  to  their  revision  by  the  resolves  of 
March  2^. 

h&wB  agaiaat  Mouop-  ThronghoTit  the  war,  particularly  in  its 
oiy  aod  opiweMion.  fiygt  years,  there  was  much  complaint  of 

extravagance,  and  luxury,  and  dissipa- 
tion. Much  sham  patriotism,  great  irreligion  and  profane* 
ness  were  said  to  exist,  and  a  spirit  of  monopoly  and  extor- 
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tion  prevailecL  The  Gmeral  Coart  endeayored  to  stem  the 
6t11  tide  hy  sumptuary  legislation,  and  an  act  was  passed 

in  January  1777,  ''to  prevent  monopoly  and  oppression." 
Thi?!  ]  Rvr  was  recognized  by  the  town  and  measures  taken 
to  carry  out  its  provisions.  Very  slight  rp?ults,,  if  any, 
followed  the  promulgation  of  this  enactment,  and  two 
years  afterwards  another  law  was  passed  against  ''monop- 
oly and  forestalling,*'  or  the  repeated  purchase  and  sale  of 
the  same  goods.  "  Severe  distress  was  experienced,  from 
the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  the  exorbitant  price  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  the  distrust  of  public  credit.'** 
In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  Congress,  at- 
tempts were  made  to  regulate  prices  and  devise  means  for 
the  relief  of  the  people,  through  conventions.  The  first 
of  these  meetings  was  held  at  Concord,  July  14, 1779,  by 
invitation  of  the  Ck>minittee  of  Oonespondence  of  Boston. 
A  list  of  prices  based  on  a  moderate  appraisal  of  the  arti- 
cles of  produce  and  merchandise  to  take  effect  in  August, 
was  adopted,  and  an  address  earnestly  recommending 
"loans  to  government^  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
clergy,  and  attention  to  schools,  as  the  means  of  good  edu- 
cation'" prepared.  It  was  also  proposed  to  hold  another 
convenlion  at  the  same  place  in  October.  These  documeni^ 
were  forwarded  to  all  fJie  towns  in  the  state.  It  was  in 
reference  to  these  proceedings  that  the  following  action 
was  taken  by  the  town. 

The  Town  Declines  to  All  artlclo  inserted  in  the  warrant  for  a 
T-in  the  cr  u  8  ad«  meeting  held  in  August,  proposed  for  con- 
a  .lust  pnooB.  sideration  *'  the  Eesolves  &  address  of  the 
late  €k>nvention  at  Concord,  Touching  the  regulation  of 
Prices  and  act  thereon  as  the  Town  shall  think  proper.'* 
A  **  motion  was  made  to  allow  the  article  to  subside, "  but 
it  failed.  Then  it  was  decided  not  to  concur  in  the  pro- 
ceedings already  had,  not  to  send  a  delegate  to  the  proposed 
convention  in  October,  and  '^notto  take  any  measures  to 
regulate  prices." 

1  Liaooln*s  BUtotj  of  Woroetter,  p.  ISl. 
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Pew  Towns  from  Nortliaiuptori  wfis  not  represented  in  tlie 
Hampshire  Co.  flj^t  Coiicord  couvcntioii ;  in  fact  only  five 
Ooneoid?^         towns  in  Hampshire  County  sent  delegates. 

Jonathan  Clark  represented  Southampton, 
and  Ebenezer  Mattoon  Jr.,  Amherst.  At  the  convention 
held  at  Concord  in  the  month  of  October,  other  recom- 
mendations concerning  prices  were  adopted,  hut  little 
attention  seems  to  have  been  paid  to  them. 

oonT©ntion  to  Bsgu-  The  Convention  for  regulating  prices,  held 
ute  Prices  held  at  at  Concord,  was  the  forerunner  of  a  simi' 
Ncwthamptoa  ^  meeUng  assembled  in  Northampton 
the  same  year.  The  Committees  of  Correspondence  of  the 
towns  of  Hadley,  Hatfield,  Sonth  Hadley,  and  Amherst 
sent  circular  letters  to  the  selectmen  of  all  the  Hampshire 
County  towns,  proposing  a  convention  of  delegates  to  meet 
at  the  Court-House  in  this  town,  on  the  second  Wednesday 
(S***)  of  September,  1779,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Its  object  as 
stated  therein  was  'Hhat  there  may  be  a  uniformity  of 
prices  in  the  several  towns/^  No  records  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  convention  remain.  But  it  is  apparent  that  a 
list  of  prices  was  recommended,  upon  which  was  a  propo- 
sition to  rate  English  hay  at  $6  per  cwt.  Hadley  accepted 
the  list  agreed  upon  at  this  meeting,  but  Northampton  took 
no  notice  of  it.  It  is  doubtful  whether  or  not  this  town 
was  represented  in  the  convention. 

Bequieitions  for  Men  Demands  for  soldlers  and  supplies  followed 
and  svpiOtos.  each  other  with  rapidity  throughout  the 
year  1780.  On  the  5^^  o(  Jiuie,  a  call  was 
made  for  six  months'  men  to  reinforce  the  Continental 
army.  The  resolve  of  the  General  Court  ordering  this  en- 
li^tinmt  proYiflnd  that  an  able-bodied  man  who  was  drafted 
and  refused  to  serve  or  to  obtain  a  substitute,  should  pay  a 
fine  of  £150.  Each  man  was  to  be  paid  6s.  per  mile  mile- 
age to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  which  was  Springfield  for 
the  west.  Each  soldier  was  to  have  a  firelock,  bayonet, 
cartoiich  box,  and  a  Idanket.  For  the  first  three  he  was  to  be 
paid  £5  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  service,  and  £15  for  the 
blanket.  Noah  Goodman  of  South  Hadley  was  appointed 
superintendent  of  enUstmeats  in  the  county.   The  quota 
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of  Northampton  was  twenty-two  men.^    On  the  13"  the 

town  met  to  raise  the  soldiers.  A  committee  was  appointed 
composed  of  all  the  commissioned  officers  in  town,  together 
with  the  following  named  citizens,  ''to  manage  tlie  whole 
business,"  viz,  :  Major  Hawley,  Quartns  Pomeroy,  Elijah 
Clark,  Stephen  Baker,  Capt.  Samuel  Clarke,  Messrs.  Benj. 
Sheldon,  Samuel  Jndd,  Nathaniel  Edwards  and  Tthamar 
Strong.  They  were  given  unlimited  power,  and  whatever 
they  promised  the  soldiers  the  town  agre(id  to  fulfil.  The 
bounty  was  £'300,  equal  to  about  £5  in  hard  money  ;  cur- 
rency then  btiing  60  to  1.  The  selectmen  reported  that 
$1000  each  is  in  part  of  the  bounty  for  engaging  in  the 
Continental  seryice  for  six  months."  The  town  was  also 
to  pay  them  $20  each  in  depreciated  paper,  about  2s.  in 
hard  money  for  mileage  to  Springfield. 

8tot«iiMni  ot  m     One  of  these  soldiers  was  Eli  Edwards.  He 
Bdwiud*.  joined  the  coinpany  in  Springfield  in  July. 

After  a  few  days  they  marched  through 
Simsbury,  Litchfield,  etc,  to  West  Point,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  Continental  officer.  These  men  were  distribu- 
ted in  Tupper's  and  MarshaH's  regiments.  They  remained 
at  West  Point  two  or  three  weeks,  then  crossed  to  Peeks- 
kill  and  drew  arms.  Afterwards  they  recrossed  the  Hud- 
son at  "King's  Ferry  and  marclied  into  New  Jersey,  where 
they  were  strstioTied  at  different  places,  but  were  not  called 
into  action.  He  saw  Gen.  WnfiliiTierton  almost  every  day. 
Edwards  was  present  at  the  t  x.  l  ution  of  ATulr^.  Large 
numbers  of  troops  were  gathered  to  wilu(\s8  it,  but  no 
special  sympathy  was  excited  among  the  soldiers.  Winter 
quarters  were  establi.slied  at  West  Point,  where  they  re- 
mained till  discliarged,  coming  home  a  little  before  the  six 
months  expired. 

ot]i«r  B«4ai«itioiM  On  the  23^  of  June  came  two  more  requi- 
<or BeiiifonMioeiits.  gitions  for  reinforcements;  one  for  one 

quarter  as  many  men  for  six  months,  as 
were  ordered  on  the  5*^,  which  would  add  five  more  to 
Northampton's  quota,  and  another  for  twenty-six  three 
months'  men.  A  town-meeting  was  held  on  the  29*"  and 

1  For  Uat  of  namw  m«  Appendix. 
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the  same  committee  that  served  in  raising  the  six  months' 
men,  were  again  erapowered  to  act,  but  not  with  unre- 
stricted powers.    A  bounty  of  £10.14  in  gold  or  silver  was 
offered  for  three  mouths'  service,  and  town  notes  for  that 
amoTint,  to  be  paid  in  hard  money  on  demaud  with  inter- 
est, were  given.    Northampton  was  called  upon  to  furnish 
thirty-one  men^  in  all,  and  they  were  promptly  obtained. 
These  men  arrived  at  West  Point  about  the  time  the  six 
months'  men  started  for  New  Jersey.    The  company  con- 
sisted of  forty-two  soldiers  from  this  town  and  Southamp- 
ton,  and  was  commanded  by  Oapt.  Ebenezer  Sheldon  of  the 
latter  place.    Solomon  Allen  of  Northampton  and  Jared 
Smith  were  Lieutenants.    The  regiment  was  commanded 
by  GoL  Murray  of  Hatfield,  and  Ldeut.-OoL  Whitmore  of 
Sunderland.   They  marched  first  to  Olaverack,  then  to 
Spencertown,  and  thence  to  West  Point.   Seven  or  eight 
men  from  Northampton  were  detailed  as  boatmen,  and  were 
employed  in  carrying  officers  up  and  down  and  across  the 
river.    David  Strong  was  one  of  these  boatmen,  and  his 
narrative,  here  reproduced,  was  written  down  at  an  inter- 
view with  him  by  the  late  Sylvester  Judd. 

navid  Strong's  Mm-  Soou  after  Arnold  fled  they  carried  an  offi- 
cer  to  Manners  [Robinson's],  house  and 
farm,  three  miles  below  West  Point,  where 

Arnold  lived.  He  was  not  to  be  found,  but  there  was  no 

suspicion  of  his  treachery.  They  proceeded  with  the  officer 
to  Stoney  Point,  sixteen  miles  below  West  Point,  and  could 

there  see  the  barge  which  carried  Arnold  and  the  British 

ship  in  which  he  sought  refuge.  During  the  night,  after 
their  return  to  West  Point,  there  was  great  commotion  in 
the  camp.  The  boatmen  were  informed  that  the  Indians 
were  coming,  but  soon  ascertained  that  the  confusion  was 
caused  by  the  flight  of  Arnold.  Strong  relates  that  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Coombs  of  Longmeadow  and  David  Mon- 
tague of  Had  ley  were  two  of  the  lx>atmen  who  conveyed 
Arnold  to  the  Vulture.  He  claimed  to  have  heard  these 
men  tell  the  story,  but  does  not  give  any  particulars.  In 
Spark's  Life  of  Benedict  Arnold  it  is  stated  that  his  boat 
or  barge  was  rowed  by  six  men  who  had  no  knowledge  of 

1  For  HAmea  see  iLppeadix. 
t9 
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Arnold's  intentions.  They  were  detained  as  prisoners  of 
war  on  board  tlio  Vulture,  but  one  of  them  was  allowed  to 
go  on  shore  and  obtain  clothing  and  other  articles  of  com- 
foi't  for  his  companions.  They  were  taken  to  New  York^ 
and  set  at  liberty  by  Sii'  Henry  Clinton.  * 

WiiUwn  Ciaik'ft  R^m-    The  Company  was  divided.    A  portion  of 
iniMMDoea.  attached  to  Sheldon's  regiment  of 

dragoons,  while  William  Clark,  Bel  a 
Strong,  Noah  Olapp,  John  Wells  of  Northampton,  and  Reu- 
ben Graves  of  Whately  were  stationed  at  Fishkill,  ahove 
West  Point.  William  Clark  stated  that  Washington  on  his 
retnm  from  Hartford  rode  up  to  this  place,  called  for  the 
oommatiding  officer,  questioned  him  ahont  his  men,  their 
provisions,  etc.,  called  at  the  commissary's  a  little  below, 
gave  him  orders,  and  then  rode  to  West  Point.  The  same 
day  the  men  heard  of  the  treachery  of  Arnold.  When 
the  soldiers,"  says  Mr.  Clark,  "  saw  the  doings  at  West 
Point,  the  cannon  removed,  etc.,  they  thought  it  was  a 
strange  state  of  things,  but  had  no  suspicions  of  wrong 
doings.  After  they  were  scattered  about  here  and  there, 
they  wondered  why  they  should  be  so  placed.  An  old 
soldier  before  Arnold*s  treachery  was  known,  told  Clark, 
that  something  was  wrong,  that  mischief  was  brewing,  he 
knew  not  what,  but  advised  the  soldiers  to  have  their  arms 
in  order  with  plenty  of  powder  and  balL'' 

Uent.  Soionum  Allen.    Among  the  soldiers  in  this  company  who 

were  detailed  to  join  Sheldon's  regiment 
of  Light-Horse,  was  Lieut.  Solomon  Allen  of  Northamp- 
ton, who  was  for  some  time  acting  Adjutant.  He  was  at 
North  Castle  when  Andr^  was  delivered  by  his  captors  to 
Col.  Janaeson.     The  latter  immediately  penned  a  hasty 

1  Aaofb0r  Torsion  of  the  story  is  as  follows:  —  Aruoid  eaoAped  iti  his  own  barge, 
nuttuied  by  *  oorporal,  vho  wa8  also  cozswidii,  and  «i|^t  othon.  They  were  nearly 
two  hoare  in  teeobinff  the  Vultuxe.  Tba  crew  of  tbe  boi^e  was  oq  board  the  Vulture 
when  Arnold  told  them  that  be  bad  Joined  tbe  British  army,  and  invited  them  to  do 
the  MDM,  maUng  them  the  moit  liberni  pxamUwa.  Among  the  erew  were  two  men 
wbo  haddeeerted  from  the  British  aerrioe;  theae  decided  to  remain,  bat  tbe  otbeca 
refoaed  tbe  tnltor'e  tempting  <^ra.  They  were  allowed  to  ratura,  not  In  the  baige, 
but  in  a  much  inferior  boat.  Tbe  name  of  tbe  ooipond  in  fflTOn  aa  Jamea  Larrey^ 
who  belonged  to  a  Maaaaebnaetta  regiment  eommandod  by  Ihtfna  Patnam,  and  iab^ 
lleredtobaTe  Ured  In  the  rlefnlty  of  Brookfleldv— Haaa.  Bietorieal  Colleotione,  See* 
ond  Seclea,  voL  4,  ppu  H,  ftt. 
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note  to  Qen.  Arnold,  announcing  the  capture,  and  "saying 
that  he  sent  forward  nnder  Ldeut.  Allen,  and  a  guard,  a 
ceT^ain  John  Anderson,  who  had  been  taken  while  fining 
towards  New  York."  In  a  short  time,  while  the  prisoner 
and  guard  were  on  their  way  to  West  Point,  owing  to  tho 
earnest  entreaty  of  Major  Talmadge,  who  was  not  present 
when  Andre  way  sent  off,  the  order  to  Allen  was  counter- 
manded, and  he  returned  to  North  Castle.  He  was  then 
ordered  to  proceed  with  his  dispatches.  While  Arnold  was 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Washington,  who  had  nnex* 
pectedly  invited  himself  to  breakfast  with  the  commander 
at  West  Point,  Lieut.  Allen  arrived  with  Coh  Jameson's 
letter.  It  contained  the  first  intelligence  Arnold  had  re- 
ceived of  the  capture  of  Andr^,  and  he  immediately  made 
his  escape  on  board  the  Vulture. '  And  here  comes  in  the 
story  of  the  boatman  as  related  by  David  Strong. 

Farther  Bamiiite'     Elislia  Edwards  and  Aaron  Bates,  both  of 
cencea.  Southampton,  iiiembeis  of  tlio  company, 

testify  that  a  portion,  if  not  the  whole  of  it. 
Was  attached  to  Col.  Sheldon's  regiment  of  dragoons,  then 
commanded  by  Lient.-CoL  Jameson.  Bates  remembered 
well  the  capture  of  Andr^.  He  was  standing  as  sentinel 
at  the  door  of  Jameson's  tent,  when  the  prisoner  appeared. 
He  also  said  that  Lieut.  Solomon  Allen  was  dispatched  to 
Arnold  with  the  report  of  Andre's  capture. 

AnotJier  Call  fov     lu  December  there  was  another  call  for  men 
Gontiafi&tAiB.       ^  serve  for  three  years  or  during  the  war, 

and  Northampton  was  required  to  furnish 
twenty-one  men.  On  the  IS"",  a  cominittee  of  niTie  persons 
was  appointed  to  determine  the  best  method  of  ohtaiuing 
the  men.  They  did  not  report  till  the  following  January, 
and  probably  no  more  soldiers  from  this  town  went  into 
the  army  during  that  year. 

Sixth  T«sr  of  tii«    At  the  dose  of  the  sixth  year  of  the  war, 
the  outlook  continued  dark  and  gloomy. 

Nothing  had  been  lost  by  the  enemy  at  the 
north,  and  they  had  gained  much  at  the  south.  In  Georgia 

1  Siwrit^  Lite  of  Arnold,  pv  Ml. 
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t"he  armies  of  the  republic  had  been  defeated,  and  Rcattered. 
and  tho  state  was  believed  to  have  been  securely  conquered. 
Yet  as  the  year  closed  there  was  a  Hash  of  encouragement 
from  King^s  Mountain,  but  not  enough  was  gained  to  com- 
pensate for  other  losses.  Elsewhere,  however,  the  patriots 
held  their  own.  It  is  unueoessary  to  follow  the  opera- 
tions in  that  section,  as  no  troops  from  New  England  par- 
ticipated in  them.  While  no  engagements  of  importance 
occurred  with  the  army  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Washington,  a  campaign  of  mancBavers  was  carried  on  in 
which  the  American  army  was  not  outgeneraled.  The 
British  kept  up  the  system  of  desultory  warfare,  killing, 
burning  and  destroying  wherever  their  expeditions  could 
reach.  Tho  treason  of  Arnold,  so  nearly  successful,  was 
the  most  severe  blow  that  had  fallen  upon  the  patriot  cause. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  recapitulate  the  familiar  incidents  of 
that  extraordiaary  episode.  The  reminiscences  of  the 
Northampton  soldiers  during  that  period,  having  special 
local  interest  have  already  been  related.  A  French  fleet, 
sent  over  to  aid  the  cause  of  liberty,  accomplished  very  lit- 
tle. Well  nigh  hopeless  bankruptcy  stared  the  country  in 
the  face,  notwithstanding  the  foreign  loans  which  the 
agents  of  the  TTnited  States  succeeded  in  negotiating. 
Every  state  was  largely  in  debt,  and  it  was  almost  impossi- 
ble to  obtain  soldiers.  In  Massachusetts  the  currency  had 
depreciated  till  it  stood  geYent3''-five  to  one  of  the  old  cur- 
rency, and  nhout  forty  to  one  of  the  new  ;  taxes  were  high, 
and  the  absence  of  so  many  able-bodied  men  in  the  army 
seriously  interfered  with  farming,  the  staple  industry  of 
the  country.  Mutiny  followed  swiiLly  lu  ihe  footsteps  of 
treason,  and  the  prospect,  when  Washington  placed  his 
army  in  winter  quarters,  in  1780,  was  dark  and  dismal. 

siieidca's  Liffht-  ^or  the  better  supply  of  the  commissariat, 
different  points  were  selected  for  the  can- 
tonments of  the  army  in  the  winter  of  1780 

and  1781,  and  the  regiment  of  Light-Horse,  commanded  by 

Col.  Sheldon,  was  quartered  in  Northampton  and  Hatfield. 
No  special  rea.son  for  this  proceeding  appears.  The  regi- 
ment was  not  recruited  in  this  section,  though  some  com- 
panies of  infantry  from  Hampshire  County  seem  to  have 
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"been  added  to  the  organization.  Its  presence  here,  was  not 
c^eeable  to  the  citizens,  and  in  January,  1781,  the  town 

voted  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  present  the  case  to  tho  Legislature,  "and  to 
know  the  occasion  of  their  being  quartered  here.**  The 
resnlt  seeiTis  to  l^nvf  hf^m  that  the  soldiers  were  removed 
before  the  winter  was  eaded. 

More  p«ir«  in  the  Busied  mainly  with  affairs  relating  to  the 
ii«6tiiiK^H(HiM.  engrossing  war,  yet  the  town  found  am- 
ple time  for  the  transaction  of  routine  mu- 
nicipal bnaiuccs.  There  was  still  a  lack  of  seating  room  in 
the  meeting-house,  and  constant  endeavors  were  made  to 
obtain  more  pews.  While  the  town  refused  to  allow  pews 
to  be  constructed  in  place  of  the  two  rows  of  seats  or 
benches  on  the  ground  floor,  permission  was  given  to  indi- 
viduals to  build  at  their  own  expense  a  pew  in  place  of 
the  "  negro  seat." 

A  Requisition  tor    lu  Order  to  Supply  transportation  for  the 
HorsM.  army  the  method  of  assessing  the  towns  di- 

rectly for  it  was  resorted  to,  and  in  July, 
Northampton  was  called  upon  to  furnish  ten  horses  and 
drivers.  To  facilitate  the  labor  of  obtaining  tlieui  the 
hoard  of  selectmen  was  increased  by  the  addition  of  four 
persons,  making  nine  in  all,  and  was  authorized  tn  procure 
them  on  the  best  possil)li  terms.  The  requirement  was 
that  the  town  should  hire  or  purchase  for  the  use  of  the 
army  till  the  last  of  November,  ten  horses  and  drivers. 
Horses  to  the  number  required  were  obtained  at  a  cost  of 
£73.5.  Town  notes  were  given  for  theui,  on  which  the  in- 
terest amounted  to  £5  more. 

A  BeqoSaittoa  for  lu  September  came  the  first  requisition  for 
beef.  Northampton  being  required  to  fur- 
nish 11,360  lbs.,  a  town-meeting  in  October 
authorized  a  committee,  consisting  of  Joel  Wright,  Capt. 
Joseph  Lyman,  and  Moses  Kingsley,  to  purchase  it  on  the 
credit  of  the  town,  to  be  paid  for  in  the  following  May. 
This  attempt,  however,  proved  unsuccessful,  the  beef  could 
not  be  obtained  on  any  such  terms.  At  another  meeting  in 
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TTovember,  it  was  voted  to  raise  £12.000  by  taxation  for  this 
purpose,  and  the  committoe  was  instructed  to  buy  the  beef 
of  i^oithampton  people,  "'if  it  can  be  obtained  reason- 
ably," and  the  town  voted  that  those  who  sold  the  beef 
should  not  be  distrained  upon  for  their  last  town  rate,  until 
they  should  have  been  paid  for  the  beef-  The  purchasiniaf 
committee  brought  in  bills  agaiust  the  towu,  m  which  they 
charged  $40  per  day  for  their,  time,  and  the  same  amount 
for  the  use  of  a  horse.  But  the  town  amended  these  bills 
deducting  $10  a  day  from  the  wage  account.  Two  of  the 
three  persons  composing  the  committee  were  paid  £Bd,2, 
and  the  third  a  trifle  less.  Some  of  the  cattle  were  pur- 
chased in  Conway  and  cost  3?s.  per  pound  in  Continental 
money. 

New  Constitution    The  Tiew  constitution,  reported  from  the 

Adopted.  First    convention  which  framed  it,  was  adopted 

Town  Tote  for     -i      ,i      t      •  i  i 

State  Offloecs.  bv  the  Legislature,  and  measures  were  im- 
mediately taken  to  establish  the  new  fortn 
of  government.  In  September,  the  warrant  for  town- 
meeting  ordered  the  constable  to  warn  and  notify  every 
male  Inhabitant  of  the  s'd  town  of  !N'orthampton  of  21 
years  of  age  &  upwards,  having  a  Freehold  estate  of  the 
value  of  sixty  poimds,"  to  give  their  votes  for  Gfovemor 
and  Lieutenant-Qovemor,  Senators  and  Councillors.  The 
first  vote  for  Gk>vernor  under  the  new  constitution  given  in 
this  town  stood :  For  John  Hancock  46 ;  James  Bowdoin, 
33.  For  Lieut. -€N>vernor,  James  Bowdoin  40 ;  John  Han- 
cock 15.  For  Councillors,  Joseph  Hawley  45 ;  Caleb  Strong 
53 ;  Samuel  Mather  49 ;  Timothy  Danielson  31 ;  Timothy 
Bobinson  13 ;  Capt.  Jonathan  Judd  8 ;  John  Bliss  7  ;  Jona- 
than Hastings  5 ;  Major  Seiah  Barnard  3 ;  Moses  Bliss  2 ; 
Splumm  vv  rigub  » ;  Eiijah  nunt  and  justm  Jfily  1  each. 

Be«ato<tbeBieetion  Johu  Haucock  was  chosen  Governor, 
i  and  Choice  of  Hep-  James  Bowdoiu  Lieut. -Governor,  and  Oa- 

r,«enftfvee.  Strong  and  Timothy  Danielson,  Coun- 

cillors. On  the  13"'  of  October  a  meeting  was  held  for  the 
choice  of  Representatives,  and  Kphraim  Wright  and  Quar< 
tus  Fomeroy  wore  elected. 
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Accddentei  Death  of   A  most  sad  and  distressing  accident  oc- 
M»jor  fon»tb«a   ouiTed  early  in  1780.   On  the  forenoon  of 

January  7*'',  Setb  Lyman  Sr.  started  on  a 
deer  "hnnt  in  company  with  Major  Jonathan  Allen.  They 
went  up  Lyman's  Lano  (Park  Street)  to  Cow  Lane  (Pros- 
pect Street),  and  on  to  Elm  Street,  where  they  met  Jr)hn 
King  and  Daniel  Pomeroy.    The  four  went  oti  tog*  t  her, 
all  on  horseback,  with  snow-shoes  fastened  to  their  sad  dies. 
The  snow  was  about  three  feet  deep  on  a  level,  had  heen 
falling"  and  drifting  for  some  days,  and  the  air  was  full  of 
flying  particles.    It  was  considered  a  very  favorable  time 
for  hunting  as  the  snow  would  not  bear  up  a  deer,  but 
would  sustain  a  man  on  snow-shoes.   Broad  Brook  swamp 
was  considered  excellent  hnnting-gronnd,  deer  being  plenty 
in  that  vicinity.   The  four  men  entered  the  swamp  below 
the  Horse  Motmtain  road,  and  while  hunting  there  some 
time  in  the  afternoon,  Major  Alien  was  accidentally  shot 
by  Seth  Lyman,  who  in  the  snowy  atmosphere  mistook  him 
for  a  deer.   Word  was  immediately  sent  to  the  village. 
The  news  produced  a  great  sensation,  and  many  people  went 
in  sleighs  to  the  scene  of  the  disaster,  but  conld  not  pen- 
etrate the  swamp  with  their  teams.   Major  Allen  was  car- 
ried some  distance  upon  an  improvised  litter,  and  then 
taken  to  his  home  on  a  sled.   The  accident  occurred  near  a 
spruce  tree,  on  what  was  known  as  the  Cecil  Dwight  farm, 
and  -nv  many  years  tlie  tree  stump  marked  the  place.  The 
woun<ied  man  died  in  tlie  evening,  and  was  buried  on  Mon- 
day, the  10^**.    Great  ex<"itement  was  caused  in  town  by 
this  affair,  and  some  persons  were  inclined  to  believe  that 
Lyman  shot  him  purposely,    Seth  Lyman  was  considered 
a  man  of  malignant  disposition,  and  some  bad  feeling  had 
been  manifested  by  him  during  the  war.    He  was  offended 
by  Major  Allen's  conduct  towards  his  son,  who  came  home 
from  the  war  without  leave.    A  coroner's  inquest,  held  on 
the  8^",  attributed  no  blame  to  Seth  Lyman,  which  effect- 
ually quieted  public  opinion.  The  accused  was  brought 
before  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  in  February.  He 
plead  not  guilty,  and  was  bound  over  to  the  April  term  of 
the  Supreme  Court  for  trial,  in  the  sum  of  £10,000,  with 
Jonathan  Hunt  of  Northampton  and  Phinehas  Lyman  of 
Hadley  as  sureties.  John  King  and  Daniel  Pomeroy  were 
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recognized  in  the  sum  of  £100  oach,  to  apx)ear  as  witnesses. 
Lyman  was  tried  at  that  time  and  acquitted. 

Majof  Au«B.  (1(  r  e;ised  was  a  most  estimable  man, 

intelligent,  ardent,  brave  and  generous.  He 
was  hy  trade  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  by  reputation  an 
excellent  workman.  He  bnilt  the  house  of  Dr.  Hunt,  and 
was  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  second  Court-House. 
Captain  of  the  company  of  minute-men,  he  led  his  com- 
mand to  the  front  when  the  war  opened.  He  was  at  work 
rebuilding  the  bam  of  Joel  Hunt,  then  recently  burned, 
when  the  bells  were  rung  and  the  guns  fired  announcing 
the  battle  of  Lexington*  With  his  men  he  dropped  every< 
thing  when  the  alarm  sounded,  "  they  went  over  the  fences 
like  d^r/'  and  were  soon  ready  for  Boston.  Remaining  in 
the  service,  he  was  in  the  anny  under  Gen.  Washington, 
was  promoted  for  honorable  service,  and  left  an  enviable 
record  for  courage  and  efficiency.  He  married  Sarah  Miller 
of  Farmington,  but  left  no  children.  He  was  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Samuel  Allen  of  Windsor,  wiiose  son  SamudL 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Northampton. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

BEVOLUTION^ABIIY  SUPPLIBS^SAUTTIEL  ELY. 

Cootinestai  Soldiers    With  the  opening  of  the  year  1781,  there 
Benaind.  ^^^^  pending  the  requisition  for  twenty-one 

Continental  sohiiers  for  tliroe  years.  The 
committee  having  the  matter  in  charge  reported  in  favor 
of  dividing  the  town  into  classes,  and  the  selectmen  were 
ordered  to  form  them.  This  method  was  only  partially 
successful)  and  but  seven  men^  were  obtained.  One  dis- 
trict hired  Daniel  Keutfield,  and  gave  him  £85  in  silver,  he 
to  retain  his  wages.  Ephraim  Wheaton,  an  apprentice  of 
Daniel  Wright,  enlisted  for  three  years  in  the  Continental 
service,  and  the  town  gave  him  two  notes  for  iS18.6.8  each, 
payable  in  hard  money  in  one  and  two  years,  provided  he 
did  not  desert.  Another  class  hired  a  man  for  £65. 6. 9,  hard 
money,  and  were  obliged  to  sue  one  member  for  his  propor- 
tion, amounting  to  8s.  2d.  StiU  another  requisition  for 
fourteen  three  years'  men  to  complete  the  quota  of  twenty- 
one,  called  for  in  the  preceding  December,  came  in  March. 

A  sy8tem  of  Drafting  The  Tcpeated  d  emands  for  soldiers  had  long 
sowJera Deviaed-  gince  exhausted  the  patriotism  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  voluntary  enlistments,  except  for 
short  terms,  had  almost  entirely  ceased.  A  plan  of  draft- 
ing, ainonnting  almost  to  conscription,  had  been  devised  by 
the  Legislature  and  adopted  February  20*^,  1781,  which 
proved  generally  effective.  Tlie  taxpayers  were  divided 
into  classes,  equal  in  number  to  the  quota  of  soldiers  re- 
quired. To  each  class  was  assigned  the  duty  of  fui-nishing 
one  soldier,  and  providing  his  wages  and  for  Lis  support. 
Each  member  was  required  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 

1  See  Appendix  for  neinee. 

441 


443 


mSTOBY  OF  NOBTHAMPTON. 


whole  amomit  needed  in  accordance  with  the  assessed  val- 
nation.  These  accounts  were  returned  to  the  assessors,  and 

if  any  one  failed  to  pay  tlie  amoiint  it  was  included  in  his 
next  year's  tax,  and  committed  to  the  ooUeotor.  ^ 

Tho  Town  Adopta  the    The  town  at  once  availed  itself  of  this 
new  Method.  j^^y^  law,^  and  the  live  assessors  in  con- 

nection with  the  four  militia  captains, 
were  ordered  to  divide  the  polls  and  estates  into  fourteen 
classes,  each  of  which  was  to  procure  one  man.  The  cap- 
tains were  Oliver  L\  nhiii,  Josepli  Cook,  Daniel  Pomeroy, 
and  Joseph  Clapp.  A  previous  division  into  clas4>es  had 
been  made  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  enlistments,  ap- 
portioning the  expense  more  equally,  and  placing  the 
responsibility  more  definitely,  but  it  proved  decidedly  in- 
effectual. Men  were  greatly  averse  to  entering  the  Oonti- 
nental  army  for  three  years,  especially  when  the  govern- 
ment exchequer  was  so  nearly  empty,  and  it  appears  from 
subsequent  transactions  that  this  quota  was  never  filled. 
The  names  of  eight  men  only,  who  served  under  this  call, 
can  be  found.* 

Another  Call  forHiwe   On  the  last  day  of  June  another  requisi- 
Montha' Men.  tion  for  three  months' men  was  made,  and 

on  the  19"'  of  July,  a  town-meeting  was 
held,  and  a  coramittce  of  fifteen  clothed  with  full  powers 
to  obtain  them.  The  meeting  was  protracted  by  two  ad- 
journments, till  the  25*^  of  the  month,  and  then  dissolved. 
Seventeen  men  were  required,  but  only  sixteen*  were  ob- 
tained. They  cost  aljoiit  £230  in  hard  money.  The  men 
were  paid  £150  as  wages  and  about  £80  as  bouuiy.  This 
company  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Bbonezer  Strong  of 

]   See  Linoolo's  History  of  Worcester,  p.  IM. 

S  OontiMtttal  nomey  deorMMd  mpUllj  In  ▼•loa.  la  Januury,  17S7,  one  luuidxad 

dollars  of  it  wtis  e  i  lal  t  one  hundred  five  dollars  in  gold  or  Hlh  er:  in  December  to 
mO;  during  th«  next  twelve  montbs  it  tell  from  tSIS  to  $BM;  ia  auotiier  year  it  fine- 
tiwtod from 9l4tto$mU;  mod  in  ITBQ,  the  rulaAion  wm  txem  pJUt  in  Jaaiuir  to 
|7,'V10  in  December.  Tli^  above  valuaa  were  flxed  Vjv  hi-;,  <^'f  tho  Maseaobusettr.  Lrt^F- 
l»ture  to  AprU,  1780.  Ia  ITiil,  &  specie  dollar  was  equal  to  187  cents  of  fche  new  issue 
of  GontSiMiitel  blUs,  from  Fetraatj  91*^  to  Hay  1**;  fUftio  IKi^  tW^;  ino  to  June 
I';  ':  t-vx)  to  October  and  tluaa  UUa  ooatinued  to  deoioaM  till  they  Itecamo 
worthless. 

S  See  Appendix. 
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Korthampton,  with  Asa  Luddan  of  Willianisbarg  and  Bioh- 

iivd  Sylvester  of  Cliesterfield  as  Lieutenants.  It  was  com- 
posed of  men  from  Northampton,  Southampton,  and  West- 
hampton,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Wcsthampton.  The 
company  marched  to  Pittsfield  in  August,  then  to  Albany, 
where  they  remained  two  or  three  weeks,  and  thence  to 
Saratoga.  They  were  quartered  in  the  barracks  erected 
four  years  before.  Several  regiments  were  stationed  there 
to  prevent  the  Britisli  from  sending  reinforcements  from 
Canada,  while  the  uiuupaign  against  Cornwallis  was  iu  pro- 
gress. Barnabas  Sears  ol  Greenwich  was  the  Colonel  of 
the  regiment,  and  the  detachment  was  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Stark.  When  news  came  of  the  surrender  of 
Cornwallis,  there  was  a  general  rejoicing  among  the  troops. 
The  company  was  discharged  in  November.  Amaziah 
Lucas  and  Jacob  Pomeroy,  both  of  Southampton,  were 
members  of  this  company,  and  from  them  Mr.  Judd  ob- 
tained the  above  information.  Their  principal  duty  was 
scouting,  and  they  picked  up  many  tories,  filling  the 
Albany  jails  with  them. 

The  LMt  Reqaisition.   Gtov.  Hancoct  in  September  issued  a  call 

for  a  number  of  men  equal  to  one  quarter 
of  t  he  train-band  companies.  The  town  agreed  to  pay  the 
men  £d  per  month  specie,  if  they  were  called  into  active 
service.  Few  if  any  enlisted  under  this  requisition,  ^d  no 
record  remains  concerning  them. 

The  Town  hire*  111  August  the  town  agreed  to  pay  nine 
teamsters  for  carrying  nine  loads  of  public 
stores  from  Springfield  to  Great  Barrington, 

a  distance  of  fifty-five  miles,  at  the  rate  of  Ss.  Od.  per  mile. 

Closing  TeM  of  th»    With  the  end  of  the  sixth  year  of  the  war 

came  its  closing  battles.  Though  hostili- 
ties did  not  immediately  cease  at  the  sur- 
render of  Cornwallis,  yet  that  event  was  the  beginning  of 
the  end.  But  there  was  no  relaxation  of  endeavor,  and  the 
country  had  still  another  year  of  sore  labor  and  dire  dis- 
tress before  peace  was  finally  established.  The  brilliant 
campaigns  of  Gen.  Greene  who,  though  defeated  in  two 
pitched  battles,  wrung  from  every  disaster  aU  the  effects  of 


mSTOBT  OF  NOBTHilMPTON. 


victory,  led  glorionsl j  up  to  the  crowning  ©vent  of  the  con- 
test  Nearly  the  whole  of  Georgia  and  a  great  part  of  the 

Carolinas,  were  recovered  before  the  unpropitious  sonthcrn 
climate  prohibited  further  active  campaigning.  It  was  in 
the  southern  territory  that  the  sfirnrtg  events  of  the  year 
occurred.  No  movement  of  importance  was  undertaken 
hy  Washington  till  tlie  decisive  march  upon  Yorktown. 
While  awaiting  reiuforcements  from  France,  he  was  closely 
watching  the  enemy  cooped  up  in  New  Vt>i  k.  Nor  was  the 
effective  strategy,  by  which  he  deceived  the  British  com- 
mander, the  least  brilliant  of  the  many  masterly  manoeu- 
vers  by  which  he  gave  liberty  to  his  couutry  and  his  name 
to  immortality. 

Arnold  itaid*  vir.  Again  the  traitor  Arnold  made  himself  con- 
spicuons.  He  invaded  Virginia,  inflicting 
great  damage  in  the  destraction  of  life  and 
property.  These  wanton  and  nnneceesary  atrocities  were 
followed  by  others  of  a  still  more  aggravated  character. 
The  expedition  against  New  London,  resulting  in  the  mas- 
sacre at  Fort  Griswold,  was  one  of  the  most  atrocious  inci- 
dents of  the  war.  It  was  the  one  notable  event  at  the 
north  dnring  that  year.  Designed  to  attract  the  attention 
of  Washington,  and  possibly  delay  his  movement  south- 
ward, it  completely  failed  of  its  purpose.  Entrusted  to  the 
management  of  renegadf^?.  it  accomplished  in  cruelty  what 
it  lacked  in  effect  upon  the  progress  of  the  war. 

Tti*  capture  of  News  ot'  the  capture  of  Cornwallis  and  his 
€oin»«uj&  army  was  receivtjd  with  great  rejoicing 
throughout  the  country.  It  was  the  gen- 
eral belief  that  the  war  was  near  its  end.  The  British, 
atter  the  evac nation  of  Wilmington,  which  soon  followed, 
held  but  three  points  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  New  York, 
Charleston,  and  Savannah,  and  these  were  closely  guarded 
by  efficient  detachments  of  patriot  troops. 

DtaomingMiMnt     Tot  the  country  was  in  a  worse  condition 
PTOTKiia.  than  ever  before.   Laboring  under  the  con- 

tinued strain  of  taxation  and  conscription, 
the  people  were  in  the  depths  of  despair.  Everywhere 
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debt  without  immediate  means  of  liquidation  dampened 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  country  and  well  nigh  quenched 
even  its  patriotism.   Repeated  calls  for  men  and  materials 

had  nearly  rendered  the  country  bankrupt.  Success,  how- 
ever, though  tardy  in  its  approach,  wns  hailed  with  enthu- 
siasm ;  it  revived  the  drooping;  spirits  in  every  community 
and  enconrajB:ed  the  most  desponding  to  believe  that  at  last 
liberty  would  be  accomplished. 

BuppUes Demandea  When  tlie  year  opened  there  came  the  sec- 
of  the  Town.  oud  requisition  for  beef.  It  was  provided 
thatjES.  17.G  in  the  new  issue  of  Cotitinen- 
tal  bills  would  be  considered  an  equivalent,  and  might  be 
paid  to  the  commissioners  instead  of  one  hundred  pounds 
of  beef,  or  Indian  com  would  be  received  at  58. » oats  at  38., 
and  x>eas  at  7s.  per  bushel.  On  the  of  January  the  town 
voted  to  assess  a  tax  of  £33,370.15,  one  half  to  be  paid  Jan- 
uary 20*^,  and  the  other  half  February  20^,  in  order  to 
procure  the  beef  and  grain  required  of  the  town."  Joel 
Wright  was  appointed  to  receive  the  beef  to  be  obtained 
through  this  tax,  and  Simeon  Parsons  the  grain.  Beef  was 
27s.  per  pound  in  Continental  money ;  rye  78.  6d.  in  the 
new  currency,  and  £16  per  bushel  in  the  old ;  com  was  £11 
per  bushel  in  the  old  currency,  and  oats  £6.13.4.  The 
amount  of  beef  required  was  21,816  pounds,  and  the  prices 
already  named  were  fixed  by  the  General  Court. 

♦Phe  Town  Borrows    So  great  was  the  pressure  for  money  at  this 
Money.  time,  that  the  town  voted  to  borrow  on  a 

mortgage  of  the  sequestered  land  in  Mid- 
dle Meadow,  and  to  sell  the  sequestered  land  in  the  nook.  ^ 

Anotiier  fiequiflition.  Before  this  demand  for  supplies  had  been 

complied  with,  another  requisition  for  heef 
was  forthcoming.   This  was  promulgated  on  the  22''  of 
■  June,  and  Capt.  Joseph  Cook  and  Joel  Wright  were  author- 
ized to  procure  the  amount  demanded.   Some  little  obscu- 
rity exists  concerning  this  beef  account,  and  the  quantity 

1  When  MaiilMn  MMdow  wm  dlTlded  In  lOR'*  ilxty  mm»  were  reeeiryed   for  le- 

qnestered  land  at  the  hither  end  of  the  meadow,  and  the  corner  behind  Mr.  Pyneh- 
ou'8  land  "  It  was  undoubtedly  this  latter  tract  that  wm  now  gold.  There  aeema 
to  b«  AO  other  reoord  of  thls  tmnaactiott,  and  It  Is  not  known  how  mntdi  wm  realised 
ftrom  the  sale. 
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furnished  is  not  definitely  Iniown,  but  it  probably  reached 
the  yicinity  of  9,005  pouudB.  It  was  the  smallest  of  the 
three  demands.  The  quantity  of  heef  required  of  North- 
ampton by  theee  three  requisitions  was  uot  far  from  4^,181 
pounds. 

Olothiiift  also  In 

Clothing  as  well  as  provisions  was  greatly 
needed  in  the  Continental  army,  and  fre- 
quent demands  were  made  upon  the  country 
to  obta.iu  a  supply.  The  usual  method  was  to  buy  these 
articles  from  the  inhabitants,  and  £1414^  l.Sf  were  eicpended 
in  all  during  the  year  at  different  times  for  this  purpose, 
l^umerous  accounts  stUl  exist  showing  to  whom  this  money 
was  paid  and  for  what  articles  it  was  used^  as  well  as  the 
price  paid  for  each.  Shirts,  shoes,  stockings  and  blankets 
had  to  be  provided. 

In  consequence  of  the  constant  depreciation 
of  the  Continental  currency,  there  was 
something  of  a  deficiency  in  the  beef  tax,  and  in  April,  the 
town  voted  to  bear  the  loss  and  not  to  exact  it  of  the  indi- 
viduals who  were  delinquent.  The  amount  of  this  defi- 
ciency is  not  known,  but  the  sum  must  have  been  consid- 
erable. 

No  Oonaitteob       For  this  year  no  special  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence was  appointed,  but  the  select- 
men were  instructed  to  act  in  that  capacity. 

NonoMViM  ^OT  many  years  the  custom  prevailed  of 
paying  from  the  town  treasury  for  the  din- 
ner? S-nd  ether  rcfrGsLniciitft  jjiuviduu  for 
the  assessors,  while  making  out  the  valuation  and  assessing 
the  taxes.  In  January  it  was  voted  that  no  further  allow- 
ance should  be  made  for  that  purpose.  Undoubtedly  this 
action  was  precipitated  by  the  fact  that  at  that  mee^ng  a 
bill  was  presented  by  Capt.  Samuel  Olark,  who  kept  tavern 
in  the  house  occupied  by  the  late  Mrs.  L.  I.  Washburn. 
He  charged  for  thirty-nine  dinners  and  for  rum  for  the 
assessors,  £3.12.1,  in  July  and  November,  17S0,  and  Jan- 
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nary,  1781,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  4d.  each.    From  this  bill  3s. 
3d.  was  deducted  before  it  was  allowed. 

impretfibie  Youth.   Periodically  the  youth  of  tiie  congregation 

created  disturbance  in  the  meeting-house 

on  Sunday,  and  as  of  ton  the  matter  came  before  the  town 
for  adjustment.    After  each  new  regulation  had  qualilied 
or  allayed  the  disorder,  vigilance  relaxed,  the  young  peo- 
ple became  bolder  and  bolder,  till  thpir  actinTis  becoming 
intolerable,  some  more  effectual  method  of  repression  had 
to  be  devised.     It  is  a  strange  comment  upon  the  moral 
and  religious  teachings  of  our  forefathers,  that  so  many 
times  this  peculiar  element  of  disorder  should  appear. 
That  reverence  for  spiritual  things,  so  marked  a  character- 
istic of  the  Puritans,  seems  to  have  been  entirely  wanting, 
completely  omitted  in  tiaiuiug  the  rising  generation.  Was 
this  their  manner  of  protest  against  the  dreary  monotony 
of  the  Sunday  catechising,  that  found  vent  in  these  un- 
seemly proceedings  ?  Or  was  that  one  among  the  many 
ways  in  which  they  rebelled  against  the  straight  laced  pro- 
priety of  their  every-day  life  ?  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  cause,  such  ungodly  behavior  was  a  constant  menace  of 
evil  and  source  of  irritation,  as  well  as  a  most  effective 
slumber  disturber  to  the  good  people  of  the  town,  as  has 
already  been  shown  by  the  many  allusions  thereto  through- , 
out  these  pages.  As  usual  a  committee  was  this  year  in- 
structed to  prepare  a  new  by-law  to  meet  the  emergency.  It 
was  made  the  duty  of  any  person  appointed  to  keep  order  in 
the  meeting-house  to  quietly  request  the  evil-doers  to  desist, 
and  in  case  of  refusal,  '*  Qently  to  lay  Hands  on  the  person 
so  refusing  or  neglecting  and  him  or  her  to  ezpell  and  turn 
out  of  the  meeting  house  (to  be  excluded  during  that  exer- 
cise)." They  were  also  empowered  to  require  the  aid  of 
others  if  need  be,  who  were  to  render  the  needed  assistance. 
The  officers  chosen  to  execute  this  by-law  were  to  be  sworn 
ill      were  other  town  officers.    It  is  not  diJlicult  to  imagine 
the  state  of  affairs  when  two  or  three  stalwart  deacons  were 
hustling  out  some  refractory  and  vigorous  disturber.  For 
a  short  time  at  least  the  remedy  must  have  been  worse  than 
the  disease. 
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"Hfti-d  MotMr*"  Very  little  coin  was  in  circulation,  and  con- 
Soaroe.  sequently  the  tax  in  coin  was  difficult  to  col- 

lect. In  March,  the  town  treasurer  was 
**  positively  directed  to  issue  his  Executions  against  those 
Col  lectors  that  shall  he  delinquent  in  the  payment  of  the 
hard  money  tax  of  £400."  The  limit  of  time  was  the  6^^  of 
ApriL 

Tobacco.  This  product  seems  to  liave  been  raised  to 

some  extent.  It  was  xmiyerss^ly  used  and 
was  grown  exclusively  for  the  home  market.  There  was 
no  speculation  in  the  "  weed  **  in  those  days.  Eleazar  Boot 
was  permitted  to  use  the  land  on  which  his  *'  cyder  mill 
lately  stood^^  which  belonged  to  the  town,  to  raise  tobacco. 

ImmunltliM  to  At  the  January  meeting  the  Bepresentatives 
soidton.  to  the  General  Court  were  instructed  to 

endeavor  to  procure  those  immunities 
promised  by  the  General  Court  to  those  men  who  had 
served  3  years  in  the  continental  army,  for  those  who  be- 
longed to  this  town  that  left  the  service  without  obtaining 
a  regular  discharge,  after  they  had  served  the  full  term  of 
3  years."  The  names  of  these  soldiers  are  not  given,  and 
it  is  not  known  why  they  left  the  army  without  their  dis- 
charge papera 

Attempt  to  Suapeud  In  January  the  Representatives  to  the  hag- 
Judgment  «g^iiat  islature  were  instructed  to  give  their  votes 
DeMon.  and  use  their  influence  ''that  the  part  or 

Paragraph  of  a  certain  act  or  Law  made  and  Passed  at  tiie 
last  session  of  the  General  Court  directing  the  Executive 
Courts  to  suspend  giving  judgment  on  actions  brought  for 
iiixj  ittwimiy  ui  D<duu5,  or  iu  case  judgment  was  requested 
upon  a  suggestion  by  the  Plaintiff  that  he  was  in  danger  of 
loosing  bis  Debt»  that  judgment  should  be  made  or  execu- 
tion awarded  for  either  the  sum  due  to  the  Plaintiff  in 
Hard  money  or  one  and  seven  eights  of  the  like  sum  in 
new  emission  Bills,  should  from  and  after  the  day  to  which 
the  s'd  Paragraph  stands  limited  whoUy  cease  &  be  de- 
termined and  that  the  same  or  any  thing  of  the  like  effect 
shall  not  by  any  means  be  revived  or  continued.'' 
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The  Last  Call  tor  Thongb  another  year  elapsed  before  peace 
was  declared,  yet  there  was  "hut  one  more 
requisition  for  three  years'  men.   The  nnm> 

her  called  for  in  December,  1780,  was  not  enough  to  com- 
plete the  quota  of  Massachusetts  by  nearly  one  thousand 

men,  and  it  was  found,  on  account  of  mortality,  desertions 
and  other  causes,  that  about  fifteen  hundred  more  would 
be  needed.    The  quota  of  Nortliampton  on  this  last  call 

was  nine.  These  men  were  not  very  promptly  raised  :  in- 
deed it  is  doubtful  if  the  required  number  was  ever  ob« 
taiued.  The  General  Court  ordered  the  delinquent  classes 
in  Northampton  to  be  assessed  ,t*5b^.ll.8..  the  average  cost 
of  raising  a  man.  To  tins  must  have  been  added  the 
bounty  and  the  other  inducements  offered  by  the  town,  for 
it  seems  tlnat  the  nine  classes  were  assessed  £929.12.6  each, 
or  £8360.8.0;  in  what  currency,  however,  is  not  stated* 
These  classes  were  arrajigt-.l  as  follows  :  — 

Class  No.  1,  had  Jacob  Parsons  for  chairman,  and  embraced  the  up* 
per  end  of  Bridge  Street. 

Claes  No.  8,  had  Benjamin  Tappaa  tor  chairman,  and  included  part 
of  Bridge,  Market  and  King  Streete. 

Class  Ho.  2,  Capt.  Samuel  Clarke  for  chairman,  embraced  part  of 
King  and  HhwIov  Streets. 

Class  ^o.  4,  with  Capt.  Joseph  Cook  for  chairman,  included  Pleasant 
and  part  of  Main  Streets. 

Class  No.  5,  had  Major  Daniel  Pomeroy  for  chairman,  and  included 
part  of  Main  and  Elm  Streets. 

Class  Xo.  0.  Capt.  Solomon  Allen  chairman,  included  Elm  Street, 
Blackpole,  Pro.si)ect  and  West  Streets. 

Class  No.  7,  Dea.  Josiah  Clark  chairman,  embraced  South  Street. 

Class  No.  8,  with  Capt.  Eboiezer  Strong  for  chairman,  included  part 
of  South  Street  and  Easthampton. 

Class  No.  9,  had  Asahel  Clark  for  chairman,  and  embraced  Pascom- 
muck  and  Lower  Farms. 

Peace  Seouied.  Nothing  remains  to  show  that  any  soldiers 
from  this  town  entered  the  service  this  year. 
The  war  was  practically  ended  with  the  surrender  at  York- 
town.  Early  in  the  following  year  the  English  Parliament 
began  to  consider  the  advisability  of  bringing  aV)0nt  a  peace 
witli  the  rebels,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
active  negotiations  were  in  progress.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
follow  them.  While  they  were  under  consideration,  bostil- 
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ities  ceased  by  common  consent,  and  in  September  the 
treaty  was  signed  and  independence  secured.  This  year  the 
selectmen  and  assessors  were  made  the  Committee  of  Gor- 
reepondence. 

Mnch  Counterfeit  Added  to  all  the  other  hardships  of  the  time, 
MoBe;  io ckoa-  was  that  of  coimterfeit  moiiey.  Much  of  it 
lation.  cimilation,  and  constahles  ;iTid  col- 

lectors freqiiently  asked  tlie  towu  to  remit  to  tnem  the 
losses  occasioned  thereby.  To  piU  a  stop  to  this  practice, 
an  order  to  the  following  effect  was  adopted  at  the  March 
meeting:  That  the  Collector  of  Taxes  shall  snstain  all 
losses  either  by  counterfeit  money  or  by  "  miscounting  of'*" 
or  transporting  the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  unless  such 
counterfeit  money  shall  so  nearly  resemble  the  true  money 
as  not  to  be  obvious  to  a  carefid  and  prudent  observer/* 

Forry.  Bepreaenta-  At  tlie  same  meeting  another  order  was 
tion.  More  Land  passed  directing  an  examination  relative  to 
^***  the  right  of  the  town  to  regulate  the  ferry 

over  the  Connecticut  River,  at  the  east  end  of  the  town. 
The  result  of  that  inquiry  was  not  recorded,  but  it  may  be 
imagined  that  the  town  would  have  speedily  discovered 
what  rights  it  had  in  case  of  any  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  ferry.  A  motion  was  also  made  at  this  meeting  to  dis- 
pense with  the  attendance  of  both  representatives  at  the 
General  Court  this  year.  But  this  was  not  quite  in  accord- 
ance  with  the  views  of  the  people,  and  they  voted  that 
"one  or  the  other"  of  the  deputies  ''should  be  directed  to 
attend  **  at  the  next  session.  In  order  to  meet  th  e  d  eraands 
upon  the  town,  it  was  found  necessary  to  sell  still  other 
portions  of  the  town  lands,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  dispose  of  portions  of  it  "in  the  nook,*'  and  on  **  Pan- 
cake Plain."  The  collectors  of  taxes  were  instructed  to  use 
their  "best  endeavors  to  collect  what  is  called  the  great 
rate  as  soon  as  possible,"'  and  lay  before  the  selectmen 
within  one  month  an  account  of  their  several  collections. 
The  latter  were  to  report  the  result  to  the  town  "if  they 
saw  fit.*' 
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Depiorftbie  State  of    Though  relieved  of  the  immediate  bur- 
Aflain.  (Jens  of  the  war,  the  newly  established 

government  was  compelled  to  meet  other 
difficulties  resulting  from  the  long  contest.  Drained  of  its 
resources,  exhausted  physically,  financially,  industrially; 
with  mountains  of  debt  overshadowing  energy,  and  para- 
lyzing effort,  the  condition  of  the  state  was  deplorable  and 
apparently  remediless.*  The  effect  of  this  unsettled  state 
of  affairs  became  apparent  before  the  preliminaries  of  the 
proposed  treaty  were  completed.  In  fact,  during  the  saii- 
guiiiary  life  struggle,  the  means  of  remedying  these  evils 
and  bringing  relief  out  of  existing  chaos,  had  been  under 
discussion.  Legislation  had  endeavored  ineffectually  to 
soIyh  t  lie  prol)lem.  Conventions  of  the  people  to  regulate 
Itrices  ])ro\ed  futile.  Added  to  the  constantly  vanishing 
value  ui"  the  currency  was  the  rapidly  decreasing  snpply  of 
gold  and  silver,  enhancing  the  difficult  ies  ;iiul  aecumulating 
tlie  burdens,  till  any  suihcieut  remedy  seeined  impossible. 
Attempts  to  legislate  away  the  burdens  of  the  people  fell 
far  short  of  the  requirements,  if  they  did  not  add  to  the 
distress  already  existing.  Among  the  laws  passed  by  the 
General  Court  was  what  was  termed  the  confession  act.'' 
.  It  authorized  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  take  acknowledg- 
ments of  debts,  and  if  any  were  not  paid  within  a  year, 
executions  were  to  issue.  While  this  saved  something  of 
the  costs  of  the  court,  it  brought  other  burdens  and  opened 
the  way  for  greater  injustice.  This  was  followed  by  the 
**  Tender  Act,*'  which  provided  that  private  debts  might  be 
paid  in  neat  cattle,  and  certain  articles  of  produce,  specially 
named,  at  an  impartial  appraisal.  This  remedy  failed  to 
accomplish  its  object,  and  in  the  end  led  to  other  and  more 
serious  complications.  ^'Its  chief  effect  was  to  suspend 
law  suits,  wliich  by  delaying,  only  strengthened  and  en- 
larged the  evil,  when  the  year's  existence  of  the  law  ex- 
pired." 

1  "  In  tliis  state  it  was  estimate:!  that  private  uebts  amounted  to  ^T/AI^Wi.  aad 
tha  state's  arrears  to  th6  federal  goreroment  to  aa  muGh  more.  Souatieg  due  to 
soldiers,  andtha  aanual  cost  of  state,  connt^.  aad  tomn  gorenmeiits,  would  reaeh 
an  ajigregate  equi'.  t  to  a  tax  of  more  than  $50  on  overy  man,  womfin  aud  child  in 
the  population  of  3<d,00u  aouls.  Upon  every  bead  oC  a  family  tlie  aTexaj;e  burden  was 
some  IflOO.  at  a  time  when  moat  f aimera  would  faave  thought  sneh  a  sum  yearly  a 
prinoely  inoome."— Fiak'e  Ctltioal  Period  of  Amerloaa  History,  p.  177. 
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oony«ntimistheoid»r  Those  Were  pre-eminently  days  of  con- 
of  the  Day.  ventioiis.   It  was  the  convention  named 

at  a  "  Congress,'*  and  held  originally 
in  Massachusetts,  that  paved  the  way  for  fhe  march  of 
freedom.  When  tyranny  usurped  control  of  the  law  mak- 
ing power,  the  people  were  called  upon  to  act.  The  Pro- 
vincial Congresses  were  but  conventions  of  delegates  elected 
by  them  to  retain  those  rights  in  the  government,  which 
were  gradually  being  legislated  out  of  their  hands.  That 
which  in  time  of  peril  was  the  salvation  of  liberty,  became 
afterwards  a  menace  to  the  perpetuation  of  that  liberty, 
and  precipitated  civii  war  within  the  very  birthplace  of 
liberty. 

Their  Frevtenor  In    Tbronghout  the  Revolution  conventions 
HuBmhin Comity.        varlous  purposes: — to  consult  upon 

the  general  welfare,  to  stop  the  courts, 
to  regulate  prices,  and  to  run  things  in  general,  had  been 
held  in  all  parts  of  the  state.  Several  of  those  which 
occurred  in  Hampshire  County  have  already  been  noted. 
When,  therefore,  the  struggle  was  believed  to  be  nearly 
ended,  and  when  the  accumulation  of  debt,*  as  weU  as  the 
financial  uncertainty  of  the  future  confronted  the  people, 
they  turned  naturally  to  the  weapon  with  which  th  py  were 
familiar.  Within  the  two  years  of  1782  and  1783,  no  less 
than  seven  conventions  were  held  in  this  countv*  to  con- 
sider  the  evils  of  tlie  times.  Nor  were  they  less  frequent  in 
other  parts  of  tlie  state.  A  majority  of  pei-sons  undoubt- 
edly took  part  in  these  gatlioririgs  at  first  from  patriotic 
motix  es.  believing  that  through  such  means  their  griev- 
ances could  "best  be  made  known  to  the  government.  With 
no  thought  whither  the  heated  discussions  and  lawless 
resolves,  fomented  and  formulated  by  unprincipled  agita- 
toi'S,  would  lead  them,  towns  sent  delegates  to  these  meet- 
ings, hoping  that  some  method  might  be  devised  that  would 
relieve  the  distress  weighing  so  heavily  upon  the  commu- 
nity. But  the  demagogues  saw  their  opportunity.  Men  of 
no  standing  in  the  community,  often  of  tarnished  reputation 
but  fluent  of  speech,  though  meagre  of  intellect,  came  to 

1  Wnot^  Inantnotioau  In  Kaas.,  pp.  18>1& 
i  8h«UloD*a  Hlatacy  of  I>eecfl«Id«  p.  tU. 
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tibi6  front.   In  too  many  cases  the  specious  reasoning  of 

these  iinprincixJ^e'^^  leaders  involved  their  follo-wers  in  a 
conflict  with  the  law,  under  the  pretense  that  they  were 
obeying  the  mandates  of  the  people  as  set  forth  in  these 
conventions.  Ever^^body  was  in  debt  to  everybody  else, 
taxes  were  heavy,  money  scarce,  and  industry  at  a  stand- 
still. To  escape  the  payment  of  their  obligations  was  the 
end  and  aim  of  much  of  this  agitation.  People  had  noth- 
ing to  pay  with  and  knew  not  where  to  obtain  anything. 
Hence  all  the  Tuachinery  of  law  that  in  belter  times  pro- 
tected business  and  upheld  government,  was  considered  a 
grievance.  The  courts  were  opposed  because  they  were 
used  to  enforce  the  collection  of  debts  and  taxes.  Lawyers 
were  especially  obnoxious,  because,  under  the  sanction  of 
the  courts,  they  compelled  payments.  The  truth  was  that, 
in  the  language  of  an  observer  of  the  times,  the  **  Gk>vem- 
ment  was  endangered  by  the  noise  of  people  in  debt.''  ^ 

CoQTentioD  at        The  first  convention  of  the  year  was  held  at 
Hadiey.  Hadley,  about  the  11"'  of  February.  No 

representatives  were  present  from  North- 
ampton or  Southampton.  Little  is  known  respecting  it, 
but  apparently  it  was  managed  by  the  reformers.  Its 
records  have  disappeared,  but  its  action  was  characterized 
at  that  time  as  having  been  ill  done,*'  and  a  **  scandal  to 
the  county."*  A  petition  was  prepared  and  presented  to 
the  Ijegislature  which  was  referred  to  a  committee,  but  was 
never  reported  upon.  Consequently,  in  the  succeeding 
month  another  convention  was  held  at  Hatfield,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  which  will  be  noted  hereafter.  A  more  con- 
servative class  of  delegates  was  chosen  to  this  body,  and  its 
action  was  much  less  objectionable.  It  was  undoubtedly 
because  of  the  part  he  took  in  the  Hadley  meeting,  as  well 
as  for  his  utterances  in  different  towns  in  the  county,  that 
Samuel  Ely,  who  subsequently  figured  quite  prominently, 
was  arraigned  before  Major  Hawley  February  li*'*,  to  be 
examined  for  "treasonable  practices."  He  seems  to  have 
escaped  with  but  slight,  if  any,  punishment  at  this  time, 
but  abated  nothing  of  his  treasonable  work. 

1  Judd^s  Diary. 

2  Ibid. 
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The  Meeting  at      Tiie  Convention  alluded  to  above  was  called 
Hatfield.  — what  authority  is  not  known — to  meet 

at  Hatfield,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April. 
At  the  March  meeting,  Joseph  Hawley,  Stephen  Baker,  and 
Timothy  D wight,  were  chosen  delegates,  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  form  a  late  instructions.  These  were  after- 
wards considered  and  adopted,  but  have  not  been  preserved. 
They  were  undoubtedly  strongly  conservative,  and  it  may 
be  believed  that  the  Northampton  delegates  were  solidly  in 
favor  of  npbolding  existing  laws.  Thirty-dz  towns  were 
represented  in  this  convention,  and  its  deliberations  ex- 
tended over  several  days.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
intentions  of  its  members,  to  its  discussions  and  votes  mnst 
be  attributed  those  breaches  of  the  peace  that  so  speedily 
followed.  Its  deliberations  covered  the  entire  list  of  bur- 
dens under  which  the  people  were  staggering.  There  was 
little  that  had  reference  to  law  or  its  enforcement  that  was 
not  deemed  a  grievance.  In  almost  everything  relative  to 
the  administration  of  justice  a  change  was  demanded,  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  present  its  list  of  desired  re- 
forms to  the  Legislature.  A  proposition  To  request  the 
Inferior  Coui-t  to  forbear  giving  judgment  in  civil  cases, 
except  the  creditor  make  it  appear  he  is  in  danger  of  losing 
his  debt,  or  wh(ux'  the  parties  are  agreed,"  was  voted  down 
by  a  decided  majority.  Northampton  delegates,  as  might 
have  been  expected,  recorded  their  votes  against  the  sug- 
gestion. The  vote,  however,  that  caused  the  greatest 
trouble,  and  very  nearly  piet-ipitated  civil  war  upon  the 
county,  was  that  which  declared  That  there  be  no  County 
Court  of  the  sessions  of  the  Peace.'* 

Samuel  Ely  Avpean.    Bcforc  the  couveution  had  completed  its 

work,  its  labors  began  to  bear  fruit. 
Claiming  the  above  vote  as  an  authority,  and  professing  to 
regard  it  as  the  voice  of  the  people,  a  mob  assembled  dur- 
ing the  April  session  of  the  court  at  Northampton,  and 
endeavored  ineffectually  to  stop  its  proceedings.  Samuel 
Ely,  who  had  just  escaped  from  the  clutches  of  the  law  for 
**  treasonable  practices,"  was  the  instigator  of  this  lawless 
gathering.  It  is  not  known  whether  he  was  a  member  of 
the  convention  or  not,  but  as  he  lived  in  Conway,  he  may 
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liave  representerl  that  town.  He  was  a  brazen-faced  hypo- 
crite, a  demagogue  in  the  most  offensive  sense,  unprinci- 
pled, ambitious  of  notoriety  :  "a  Seditious  man  and  a  per- 
son of  depraved,  impious  and  diBqiiiet  mind,  and  of  sedi- 
tious disposition  and  conversation."  ^  Apparently  lie  spent 
his  time  in  travei'sing  the  county,  exciting  the  citizens  to 
-oppoBe  the  government.  In  January  at  Sunderland,  he 
loudly  asstirted  that  the  people  must  "throw  up  our  con- 
stitution/' saying  that  he  "  had  got  a  constitution  in  his 
pockett  that  the  angel  Gabriel  could  not  find  fault  with/' 
and  that  *'the  constitution  is  broke  already.''  He  con- 
tended that  the  Governor  and  the  Judges  received  too  much 
salary,  asserting  that  **  we  can  get  men  that  will  ride  the 
circuit  for  half  the  money."  Another  argument  used  by 
him  was  that  "  Officers  hold  two  offices."  "  The  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,"  he  said,  "  have  gone  beyond  their 
power  and  should  not  sitt,  nor  the  General  Court  should 
not  sitt,"  and  we  will  pay  no  more  regard  to  them  than  — 
puppies."  At  the  same  time  **  in  pursuance  of  his  wicked 
intentions  aforesaid  then  and  there  Maliciously  and  sedi- 
tiously did  endeavor  to  incite  and  procure  the  Selectmen  of 
said  Sunderland  to  meet  and  draw  a  Warrant  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  same  town  to  break  up 
the  courts  and  to  Give  him  a  Copy  of  the  same  Warrant  to 
carry  to  Conway."  He  also  boasted  that  ho  "  had  been  to 
all  the  Towns  in  the  Lower  part  of  the  county,  and  that 
they  were  all  for  breaking  the  Courts  up."  He  had  talked 
with  Col.  Wortliington  and  Mose-«!  Bliss  Esq.,  of  Spring- 
field, tLiid  they  were  of  the  mind  that  the  courts  had  bet- 
ter be  broken  up."  And  "  that  he  did  then  and  there  wick- 
edly declare  that  the  Attomies,  Sheriffs,  and  all  Officers 
should  be  sacrificed,  that  Major  John  C.  Williams  should 
be  made  a  sacrifice  of  and  his  body  should  be  given  to  the 
Fowls  of  the  air  and  to  the  Beasts  of  the  field.''  Through- 
out the  county,  from  January  4^  till  the  30^*^  of  April,  he 

1  **Bl7  -wM  aD  utilioenied  and  disorderly  preaohsr  and  eoatd  not  o1)taln  an  ordt* 
tiBtion.  *  •  He  posfless^d  the  spirit,  and  so  Car  ai  hie  slender  abUitlee  would 
permli,  the  arte  of  a  demagogue  in  an  unusual  degree.  He  was  roluble,  vehement  in 

address,  bold,  perseveiiag.  R'-tlve,  brazen  faced  in  wickedness.  *  *  *  The  Asso- 
ciatioa  ot  New  Loudoa  Couaty  aome  years  beioie,  vbea  hie  character  Tvas  reryim* 
perfectly  known  or  enepeoted,  Uoensed  him  to  preaoh,*^  and  he  was  employed  by  the 
people  of  Soniers,  Ct.  Afterwards  be  was  brciu^;ht  before  a  council  and  prouounoed 
to  be  wholly  unquaUfled  to  be  a  preacher.  He  left  Somera  and  drifted  into  Bamp- 
ahire  CowaHj^  teUngnp  hisresldenoe  InOonway.xDwlght^sTnTels,  rdL  9,  pp.  87S^976L 
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uttered  similar  seditious  sentiments,  and  declared  that  "the 
courts  of  law  should  hf^  broken  up  and  that  he  could  raist) 
2,000  men  for  that  purpose,  if  he  could  get  anybody  to  lead 
them.'* 

nnt  Attempt  to  Stop  The  regular  session  of  the  Court  of  Gen- 
the  Court.  era!  Sessions  of  the  Peace  was  convened 

at  Northampton,  on  the  4^  of  April,  and 
continued  till  the  On  the  first  day  of  the  session  Ely 
was  at  hand  determined  to  close  its  doors.  He  harangued 
a  great  crowd  of  riotous  and  disorderly  pers  >  in  tlie 
streets  of  Northampton,  inciting  them  to  forcibly  interfere 
with  the  court.  He  "  caused  a  seditious  Letter  to  be  wrote 
and  signed  by  himself  as  in  the  name  &  behalf  by  di- 
rection of  the  same  People  there  thus  assembled  declaring* 
to  the  Good  People  of  the  Towns  in  the  County  tliat  the 
Court  was  going  on  contrai'y  to  the  mind  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  desiring  them  to  come."'  This  missive,  signed  by 
oliiers  as  well  as  Ely,  was  circulated  extensivel}^  through- 
out the  county,  and  on  the  12*''  of  April  '*  a  great  number 
of  disorderly  persons  "  asseinbled  in  the  town  ready  to  ac- 
coHi  plish  the  work  proposed.  Armed  with  a  club,  Ely  agiiiii. 
addressed  the  mob.  "  Come  on  my  brave  boys,"  he  says, 
"we'll  go  to  the  Wood  Pile  and  get  clubs  enough  and 
Knock  their  Grey  wiggs  off  and  send  them  out  of  the 
world  in  an  instant."  Thus  incited,  the  mob  immediately 
armed  themselves  with  clubs  and  gathered  in  a  menacing 
array  about  the  Oourt-House.  The  ' '  brave  boys,''  however, 
were  more  ready  to  attack  the  woodpile  than  the  court,  and 
held  back.  Onoe  more  the  demagogue  resorted  to  his 
favorite  weapon,  and  endeavored  to  stimulate  his  hesitating 
dupes.  Again  he  invoked  the  authority  of  the  Hatfield 
convention,  loudly  charging  the  mob  with  cowardice,  pro- 
claiming that  if  they  were  afraid  "he  wanted  to  have  the 
Honour  of  doing  the  business  himself  *  *  *  and  then 
and  there  loudly,  and  w^iekedly  and  seditiously  declared  he 
had  rather  light  against  this  authority  than  against  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  that  ho  had  rather  oppose  that  op- 
pressive Court  than  the  King  of  Great  Britain."  He  Wcis 
unable,  however,  stir  up  his  unruly  followers  to  the  com- 
mission of  any  overt  act,  and  they  did  nothing  but  curse  and 
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swear.  For  some  hours  tbo}^  swarmed  about  the  Court- 
House,  to  ' '  the  great  disturbance  of  good  order  and  the  due 
administration  of  Justice  in  groat  Terror  to  the  Peaceable 
&:  2:<"iod  Subjentp  of  this  Commonwealth^  in  evil  example  to 
others.'*'*  S^.dae  such  movement  as  this  must  have  been 
anticipated,  after  the  demonstration  by  Ely  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session,  and  measures  taken  to  protect  the  court. 
Capt.  Allen  was  present  with  a  guard,  and  prevented  the 
mob  from  entering  the  Court-House. 

Testimooy  of  an     Jonathan  Judd  Jr.  of  Southampton  was 
Bye-TrttneM.       present  when  this  affair  occurred,  and  he 
writes  in  his  diary,  under  date  of  April  12"^, 

as  follows : — 

"  Abont  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  Committee  from  the  Mob  came 
into  CJourt.  About  half  an  Honr  after  sent  a  Petition  and  before  Dark 
came  in  a  Body.  Bat  a  Gnard  under  Capt.  Allen,  prevent  their  coming 
into  the  Oonrt  Hotige.  Elr  was  man  afier  taken  and  Examined  and 
then  bound  to  appear  at  the  next  Superior  Court  whicsh  took  after  Mid- 
night. Ely  was  in  no  ways  Snbdned  bnt  I  Snppoae  the  rest  were.*' 

BI7  Bound  OT«r.  '^^o  prisoner  was  promptly  arraigned  before 
the  court  he  had  endeavored  to  suppress. 
Pleading  not  guilty,  he  was,  on  the  evidence  produced, 
hound  over  for  trial  to  the  next  term  of  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  to  be  holden  at  Northampton,  on  the  last  Tues- 
day (30*'')  in  April.  He  gave  bonds  for  his  appearance  at 
that  time  in  the  sum  of  £100,  with  Timothy  Marsh  of  Had- 
ley,  Samuel  Wells  and  Daniel  Dunham  of  Conway  as  sure- 
ties.  Caleb  Strong  was  attorney  for  the  Commonwealth. 

ms  Trial.  Ely  remained  at  large  till  the  session  of  the 

court  the  last  day  in  April.  His  case  came 
np  on  tlie  first  of  May,  when  his  bondsmen  surrendered 
him  to  the  sheriff.  rtvI  he  was  quartered  at  the  jail  during 
his  trial.  Ari  indictment  by  the  Grand  Jury  speedily  fol- 
lowed, and  he  was  brouglit  up  for  trial  on  the  (j*-^.  Not 
guilty  was  his  first  answer  to  the  indictment,  but  this  he 
afterwards  retracted  and  plead  guilty.  He  was  sentenced 
to  **pay  a  fine  of  £50,  suifer  six  months'  imprisonment,  and 
recognize  in  the  snra  of  £200,  with  sufficient  sureties  in  the 

1   Becords  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 
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like  sum  for  his  keeping  the  peace  and  being  of  Good  Be- 
haviour for  fhe  term  of  throe  years,  pay  the  costs  of  Pros- 
ecution and  to  stand  committed  till  this  sentence  is  per- 
formed."  He  was  committed  to  jail  in  Springfield. 

A  Moto  Oatiiars.  On  the  first  day  of  May,  Mr.  Judd  w  as 
again  in  Northampton.  He  records : —  A 
Mobb  in  town.  They  Center  at  Major  Pomeroys.  *  •  ♦ 
went  among  the  Mobb  in  the  Afternoon.  Sam'l  Ely's 
Bondsmen  took  him  out  of  the  Mob  and  carried  him  to 
court,  he  was  then  sent  to  Goal  under  a  Strong  Guard. 
Ely's  Imprisonment  made  the  Mobb  very  mad,  but  they 
could  do  nothing,  and  mostly  dispersed  at  Night.  A  Guard 
kept  at  Night."  When  Ely  was  brought  up  for  trial,  fears 
were  entertained  that  a  demonstration  would  be  made  by 
the  mtalcontents  and  the  prisoner  spirited  away.  Conse- 
quently precautions  were  taken  to  protect  the  court  and 
secure  the  culprit.  These  forebodings  were  not  groundless, 
and  on  the  day  named  for  the  trial,  people  swarmed  into 
the  town,  some  with  arms  in  their  hands,  to  release  Ely  and 
break  up  the  court  if  possible,  others  to  see  the  fun.  The 
position  of  affairs  at  this  juncture  is  graphically  described 
by  Mr.  Judd,  who  writes  :  — 

**  Monday  went  to  North  am  T>toTi,  find  the  IiibaHtants  under 
Axma,  others  from  Hadley  &  Hatfield  coune  in.  A  Mob  in  Collected  at 
WUliamaborg  Hnued,  the  Militia  W€«e  Kept  under  aarms  all  day.  Ely 
wae  teoQgbt  to  the  Barr  and  pleaded  Guilty  and  Confessed  his  fanlta  in 
writing,  after  which  he  was  Sentenced  to  pay  £50,  be  imprisoned  6 
Months  and  then  on  p^yi^rr  costs  and  giving  Bond  for  bia  Good  Beha* 
Tionr  for  3  years  to  be  liberated."- 

£1;  Reiaand  by     When  their  leader  had  been  disposed  of  by 
the  Mob.  the  obnoxious  court  he  and  they  were  fight- 

ing against,  the  discontented  element  in  the 
county  determined  that  they  would  forcibly  release  him. 
Accordingly  on  the  1^*^  of  June,  a  mob  which  eventually 
numbered  one  hundred  fifty  men,  mostly  from  towns  aboye 
Northampton,  set  out  to  accomplish  that  design.  Early  in 
the  morning  nearly  one  hundred  of  them  marched  through 
the  town  in  an  orderly  manner,  though  bonnd  on  a  very 
disorderly  errand.  In  a  short  time  about  fifty  citizens  of 
this  town,  supporters  of  the  govemment,  hastily  followed. 
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They  were  too  late,  however.  The  acts  of  the  mob  are  thus 
described  by  a  contemporary  :  — 

"  Between  4  and  6  o'clock  p.  m.  about  150  men,  from  the  Northwest- 
ern part  of  the  cotmty  of  Hampshire,  came  into  Springfield,  with 
swordB  and  gmis,  broke  open  the  goal  with  axes  and  cleavers,  and  re- 
leased Samuel  Ely,  one  McKnoU,  a  debtor,  and  a  n^^  runaway,  and 
then  marched  off  with  Ely.  Most  of  the  male  inhabitants  abeent 
at  the  fTiueral  of  "Rev.  Stephen  Williams  of  Long-meadow.  People  ral- 
lied and  pursued  them  and  received  3  persons  as  hostages  for  the  return 
ot  Ely.  *  •  «  Noi  tbampton  and  other  towns  in  its  vicinity  inaui* 
f  ested  a  good  spirit,  and  in  24  hours  more  than  1000  men  were  under 
arms." 

The  Mob  Panned.  Col.  Elisha  Porter  of  Hadley,  High  Sheriff 
of  the  county,  proceeded  at  once  to  the 
scene  of  operations.  With  the  men  from  Northampton, 
and  sucli  others  as  could  be  hastily  gathered  in  Bpringiield, 
he  organized  a  company  and  sent  it  in  pursuit  of  the  mob. 
In  order  to  prevent  them  fron)  crossing  the  river,  Col.  Por- 
ter secured  all  the  boats  on  tlie  east  pide  as  far  up  as  Had- 
ley. Col.  Burt,'  who  had  conimaii<l  of  the  pursuing  party, 
overtook  the  rioters  at  Soutli  Hadley,  where,  after  a  blood- 
less skirmish,  both  detachments  encamped  for  the  night. 
Porter  gathered  a  small  force  at  Northampton  the  next 
morning,  and  marched  to  Hadley  with  the  intention  of  in- 
tercepting the  mob.  Unable  to  cross  the  river,  pursued  by 
Ool.  Burt,  and  menaced  by  Col.  Porter,  the  mob  turned 
towards  Amherst.  A  detachment  under  Capt.  Solomon 
Allen  of  Northampton,  sent  to  intercept  them,  came  upon 
their  flank,  and  a  lively  "set  to''  occurred,  resulting  in  a 
number  of  broken  heads.  When  Col.  Porter  arrived,  a 
parley  ensued.  A  conference  committee  of  five  from  each 
party  was  chosen,  and  the  mob  marched  willingly  to  North- 
ampton to  escape  the  falling  rain,  while  matters  were  under 
.  discussion.  In  case  no  satisfactory  arrangements  were 
made,  the  lawbreakers  were  to  be  sdlowed  to  assume  their 
previous  belligerent  attitude.  While  these  negotiations 
were  in  progress  Ely  made  good  his  escape. 

1  Col.  Gideon  Burt  of  1"  Berkshire  Begtment. 
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A  lengthy  consultation  between  the  com- 
tiwMob.  mittees  resulted  in  an  agreement  that  a  pe- 

tition, prayiii£?  for  measures  of  relief,  signed 
by  both  parties,  shonld  be  sent  to  the  General  Ck>urt,  and 

that  Ely  should  be  given  up.  A??  he  conld  not  he  produced, 
three  hostages  were  given  by  the  mob  for  his  return.  To 
meet  this  last  requirement.  Capt.  Abel  Dinsmore  of  Con- 
way, Lieut-  Perez  Bard  well  of  Deerfield,  and  Paul  King, 
probably  of  Northampton,  wer<^  sf^lected.  All  attempts  to 
find  Ely  were  unsiu-cessful,  and  ike  hostages  were  lodged 
where  Ely  ought  to  have  been,  in  the  jail.  Wheti  this  fact 
became  known  to  the  mob,  they  began  to  clamor  for  the 
release  of  their  men,  claiming  that  the  hostages  were  to  be 
held  for  punishment,  as  leaders  in  the  ali'air.  The  mob, 
which  had  begun  to  disperse,  again  assembled  in  increased 
numbers  and  threatened  to  bum  the  town  unless  the  men 
were  released.  The  jail  was  so  strongly  guarded  night  and 
da^,  that  no  attempt  at  rescue  was  made.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  the  crowd  continued  to  increase,  and  CoL  Porter 
called  out  the  posse  comitatus  from  all  the  adjoining  towns 
and  soon  had  an  ample  force  to  protect  the  jail.  About 
twelve  hundred  militia  responded  to  the  summons  of  the 
sheriff,  and  with  them  the  mob  declined  to  try  conclusions. 

Capt.  Dickinson  coafc.  MattoTS  remained  comparatively  quiet 
.iiiMMisyi«Mob.       during  the  15"\  though  the  mob  still 

lingered .  There  was  no  relaxation  of 
vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  night  or  day. 
Capt.  Reuben  Dickinson  of  Amherst  had  collected  about 
three  hundred  men  at  Hatfield,  and  succeeded  in  capturing 
a  company  of  the  sheriff's  posse  on  their  way  down  from 
Deerfield.  During  the  day  he  sent  messengers  to  Porter, 
])ri  I]  losing  a  conference  one  mile  from  Northampton,  in  two 
huuiri  and  a  half  after  the  delivery  of  the  message.  But 
Porter  liad  had  enough  of  negotiations,  and  declined  the 
overture.  Once  more  the  insurgents  demanded  the  release 
of  the  hostages  and  again  threatened  to  bum  the  town. 

AnA  mates  uiothw    lu  the  meantime  the  belief  that  the  terms 
DenonstTiition.      of  the  treaty  had  been  violated  by  the  con- 
tinued confinement  of  the  hostages,  espe- 
cially fomented  and  encouraged  by  the  tory  element,  spread 
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widely  among  the  disaffected,  and  on  Saturday  the  16*'', 
another  demonstration  was  made.    Porter  immediately  in- 
voked aid  from  other  towns.    Two  hundred  men  marched 
from  Springfield,  and  the  Sablaath  day  exercises  in  neigh- 
"boring  towns  were  very  thinly  attended.  In  the  afternoon, 
Dickinson,  who  was  credited  with  having  at  this  time  a 
force  of  six  hundred  men,  marched  for  Korthampton. 
Towards  night  his  ultimatum,  deraanding  the  release  of 
the  prisoners,  and  tlie  delivery  of  tlie  bonds  of  Dea.  Wells 
within  half  an  hour,  or  an  attack  would  be  made,  was  sent 
to  the  sheTiff.    He  replied  that  while  he  was  ready  to  enter 
into  any  reasonable  arrangement,  he  would  not  agree  to 
that  proposition.      It  is  my  earnest  desire,"  he  wrote,  "  to 
have  peace,  and  it  is  in  your  power  to  prevent  bloodshed.'* 
The  insurgents  continued  to  advance  and  were  just  ready 
to  begin  the  attack,  when  Porter  offered  to  meet  Dickiiisou 
between  tlie  lines.    This  conference  resulted  in  a  visit  to 
the  prison  on  tlie  part  u(  Dickinson  and  others  of  ihe  mob. 
Here  the  visitors  found  things  different  from  the  repre- 
sentations. The  prisoners  had  been  treated  in  every  respect 
in  accordance  with  the  agreement,  and  it  was  evident  that 
much  misrepresentation  had  heen  disseminated  concerning 
them.   The  hostages  themselves  advised  Dickinson  to  give 
up  his  attempt  to  rescue  them.   An  agreement  was  made 
by  which  Ely  was  to  be  given  up,  and  the  hostages  were 
released.  This  bargain  was  carried  out,  and  Sly  was  event- 
ually surrendered  to  the  authorities  and  imprisoned  in  Bos- 
ton. During  the  night,  however,  an  alarm  was  given  in 
Northampton  and  signal-fires  lighted,  but  no  further  dem- 
onstration was  made.' 

Mr.  Judd'a  Aeecnint 

In  this  connection,  even  at  the  risk  of  some 
o£  the  Affair.        repetition,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to 
repeat  an  account  of  these  proceedings  as 
narrated  in  the  Diary  of  Jonathan  Judd  Jr.,  who  was  him- 
self an  actor  in  them  :  — 

"  Wednesday  13  [June]  noise  of  a  Mobb  going  to  Spring-field,  but  no 
order  till  after  9  at  Night.  We  then  Collected  about  12  and  went  to 
Nortbampton ;  got  there  at  raniise.  Thursday,  14*^.  Tbe  party  went 

1  The  above  account  of  the  proceedings  growtng  out  of  the  attempt  of  tbe  mob  to 
teaoae  Ely,  wae  compiled  pctnoipattr  trom  the  Jadd  M88.,  Sheldoo^  History  of  Deec^ 
fleldt  and  BoUaad^s  Blatorr  of  Western  Hassaobtisefets. 
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to  Hockannm  Ferry,  Tbf  !^Iobb  have  El v  and  going  tip  on  the  other 
side  of  the  River.  Very  rainy.  Walked  to  the  Ferry  with  Mr.  Dwight, 
got  wet.  By  one  the  Mohb  came  to  a  parley  and  came  over  to  Nortli- 
amptcsL  People  Collected  fast.  Matters  were  settled  by  KijcH  & 
Capt.  Dinsmore,  Lt.  P.  King,  Lt.  Perez  Bardwell  went  to  Goal  till  Ely 
was  returned.  The  Mobb  went  out  of  Town,  but  most  of  the  people 
tarried. 

"  Saturday  IG.  At  l  had  another  alarm  of  a  Mobb  collecting  at  Hat- 
field. People  turned  out  soon.  I  went  with  Col.  Chapin,  found  that 
the  Mobb  were  collecting  at  ^tfield.  No  people  got  in  except  from 
Southampton,  unless  a  f^w  Scattering  ones.  All  soldiers  collected  lodge 

in  the  Meeting  Honse. 

"Smidayl7.  Got  up  about  four  weut  to  the  nii<hUe  ■  I  t  lio  Town. 
Maj.  Banister,  Capt.  White  &  Capt.  Warner,  wiio  are  leaniujj  towards 
the  Mobb  go  np  to  Hatfield.  Was  with  a  Committee  to  advise  the 
Sheriff.  Was  at  Meeting  port  of  tiie  Ezerdses.  People  collect  but 
alow  till  Koon  and  after,  TTpon  Maj.  Banister,  &c.  coming  hack  at  3, 
Phinehas  Lyman,  Noah  Smith  &  Dea.  King  go  to  the  MobV).  All  the 
return  we  have  is  that  they  will  have  the  Hostages.  They  were  then  at 
Luke  Lyman's.  We  answer  they  can  not.  At  Dusk,  when  Col.  Porter 
had  about  500  Men  at  the  Jail,  and  Qm.  Parks  arrives  with  160  more, 
they  march  to  the  Jail,  mostly  on  Horses,  being  about  450,  one  Half 
armed  with  Clubbs.  They  fill  the  Lane  from  the  School  House  to  and 
in  the  Jail  Yard  [from  King  street  comer  to  the  lower  end  of  Pleasant 
street].  A  Parley  then  began  which  lasted  perhaps  1  Hour  and  a  Half, 
in  which  Time  Capt.  Dickinson  and  other  Heads  of  the  Mobb  went  into 
the  Goal  and  saw  the  Prisoners.  Th^  had  tiien  an  Idea  of  resigning 
up  Ely,  but  as  soon  as  they  came  out,  Ely  put  off  with  speed.  It  was 
then  agreed  that  the  Mobb  should  go  to  the  plain  near  the  Btn-v:ng 
Yard,  and  they  went,  and  Dickinson  retomed  and  the  agreement  was 
that  the  Question  whether  the  Hostages  should  be  delivered  up  should 
be  brought  to  a  Counl^  Convention,  and  their  opinion  sent  to  tiie  Qen- 
eral  Court,  who  should  be  the  final  Jndg^  in  the  matter.  When  Dick- 
inson roturn'fl  to  the  p^riti  aTl  hi'?  party  had  left  him.  Almost  the 
whole  Party  might  have  been  taken  with  very  little  loss,  but  we  aimed 
to  show  we  did  not  want  to  Hurt  them  nor  shed  blood.  Springfidd 
people  came  while  they  were  at  the  Jail,  witAi  1  field  Piece  and  a  Num- 
«  ber  of  Continental  Soldiers.  A  large  Ghiard  was  kept  at  the  Ooal, 
othors  scattered  about  a  little  not  much;  it  was  so  near  Day  before 
matters  were  settled. 

*'  Monday  17^''.  Got  up  before  4,  went  to  the  JaU.  in  the  forenoon 
the  Brigade  was  collected  and  tiien  Dismissed.  Dickinson,  Harvey 
Philips  &  Nash  head  of  the  Mobb  in  Town  and  will  not  stand  to  the 
agreement  made  last  Night.  They  are  obstinate  as  human  Creatures 
can  be.  Nothing  cm  be  done  with  them.  Mncb  time  was  spent  in  A. 
M.  and  more  in  the  P.  M.  to  Convince  them  but  all  in  vala.  People 
were  all  gone  almost  when  I  came  away  at  7  o'clock.  A  Mobb  man  is 
almost  certainly  a  Liar.  Their  cause  is  principally  canied  on  by  Lying. 
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*«  Thursday  20,  In  P.  M.  went,  to  Nortbampton.  Tbe  Hostages  were 
released  on  Toeaday  upon  promise  of  Tetnrmng  Ely  or  themselTes  wben 
called  for.  Qenenil  Court  have  ordered  pay  to  ttiose  tamed  out  in  sup- 
port of  Law  and  tbanlro  to  06".  Porter,  Brigadier  Parks,  W.  Bart, 
Capt.  Allen.'* 

Northampton  Militia.         tHs  contest  Nortliamptoii  furuislied. 

lier  quota  of  duly  enrolled  militia,  as  well 
as  the  services  of  all  her  loyal  citizens  in  whatever  capacity 
desired.  Muster-rolls  containing  the  names  of  forty-three 
men  and  ofiBcers,  who  served  April  30**,  June  1%^,  13**,  16**, 
16**  and  17**,  have  heen  preserved.* 

Aid ftomth« Tories.   Foremostiii  foin eating  these  disturhances 

were  the  tories,  and  none  rejoiced  more 

heartily  at  the  attack  upon  the  government,  or  prayed  more 

fervently  for  its  snccess.  Major  Hawley  ronnpelled  the 
holding  of  the  hostau*es  while  Ely  was  at  large,  or  it  would 
be  a  "triumph  to  the  tories  and  Gr^at  Britain."  He  con- 
sidered the  position  of  affairs  very  dangeroajr  and  believed 
that  the  Tories  have  great  expectation  from  the  view  and 
prospect  of  them." 

1  For  list  of  names  see  Appendix. 
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A  SBBDBS  OF  OONVENTIONS^PEACB—EASTHAHPTON. 

ACritiMisitaatioD.  Dttbino  tliese  trying  times  the  people  of 

Northampton  mtist  have  been  in  an  anx- 
ious, restless  and  uncertain  state.  For  three  days  the  town 
was  in  the  hands  of  a  crowd  of  excited  and  irresponsible 

men,  who  wre  constantly  threatening  to  lay  it  in  ashes. 
Any  indiscreet  act  on  their  part  might  bring  on  bloodshed, 
pillage,  fire,  and  the  sliglitest  domonstration  ol"  hostility  by 
either  party,  might  precipitate  open  war  at  any  moment. 
Kioters  and  defenders  of  the  law  were  acquaintances, 
friends,  neighbors.  Heretofore  they  had  mingled  in  busi- 
ness, pleasure,  and  duty.  Now  they  were  standing  face  to 
face  with  arms  in  their  hands.  Should  they  resist  each 
other  unto  death,  and  how  soon  would  the  struggle  com> 
mence  ?  Loyal  citizens  of  whatever  town,  while  they  sym- 
pathized with  the  real  grieyances  of  their  misguided 
friends,  suffering  themselves  from  the  same  causes,  were 
determined  to  resist  aU  attempts  to  break  the  laws,  from 
whatever  quarter  and  by  whomsoever  mada  The  efforts 
on  the  part  of  the  sheriff  to  conciliate  the  mob  and  prevent 
bloodshed  were  undoubtedly  the  wisest  measures  he  could 
have  adopted,  though  his  course  has  been  censured,  and 
characterized  as  ''contemptible  and  pusillanimous."*  In 
delivering  the  hostages  before  Ely  was  presented  to  take 
their  idaces,  the  sheriff  exhibited  greater  faith  in  the  mob 
than  his  pre\dous  dealings  with  it  would. seem  to  warrant. 
In  that  the  lawbreakers  gained  their  point.  On  the  other 
hand  they  knew  well  enough  that  the  surrender  of  Ely 
would  have  liberated  the  hostages  at  once,  though  cranks 
and  fanatics  among  them  may  have  endeavored  to  make 

1  HoUuid\i  Hlsfeorr  of  W«steini  UMSMluuetts,  toL  1,  p.  flSS. 
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them  believe  that  the  latter  were  to  be  iield  for  trial  and 
puai$hmeiii  in  any  event. 

Action  of  the  Leg    The  posltloii  of  affairs  in  this  county  nat- 
isiatam.  urally  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Legis- 

lature, which  was  at  that  time  in  session. 
On  the  17^"  of  June  it  voted  to  suspend  the  habeas  corpus 
act  for  six  months  within  the  County  of  Hampshire,  and 
ordered  out  the  posse  comitatus  to  bring  the  prisoners  to 
Boston.  ^  At  the  November  session  agreeably  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Hatfield  convention,  a  full  pardon  was 
granted  to  all  the  rioters  with  the  exception  of  Ely.  The 
Tender  Art "  was  passed  on  the  S**  of  July,  and  soon  after 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  canse  of  tlie 
disturbances.  It  consisted  of  Samuel  Adams  of  the  Senate, 
and  Artemas  Ward  and  Nathaniel  Gorham  of  the  House. 

A  tetter  from  Major    Major  Hawley  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
Hawi«y.  appointment  of  tliis  committee.    In  a  let- 

ter to  Caleb  Strong,  wlio  was  then  a  mem- 
bei-  of  tlie  Legislature,  he  decidedly  advocated  its  forma- 
tion, and  his  influence  undoubtedly  had  much  to  do  in  de- 
ciding the  matter.  The  following  extracts  from  this  letter 
show,  not  only  the  sentiments  of  Major  Hawley,  but  the 
general  tendency  of  public  opinion,  as  well  as  the  method 
suggested  by  one  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  best 
and  most  popular  means  of  enlightening  and  controlling 
public  sentiment :  — 

"  Jtine  24,  1782. 

"  In  a  letter  by  Doct.  Lyman  I  proposed  thft  General  Conrt  sending  a 
committee  into  this  county  without  any  delay.  I  now  undertake  to 
prouoance  that  without  such  a  btep  there  is  the  utmost  hazard  that  the 
govemment  idll  take  such  measures  as  may  vastly  endanger  the  whole 
Amwican  cause.  Ycm  would  be  astonished  to  know  with  what  amaz- 
ing rapidity  the  spirit  of  the  Insurgents  propagates.  [Many  are  infected 
'With  it,  of  whom  you  never  would  have  the  least  suspicion.  We  are 
not  certain  who  besides  the  Devil  sprang  lily  at  first.  But  we  are  not 
at  a  loss  who  ventilates  the  flame,  for  the  fire  is  now  become  such  a 
flame  as  I  cannot  describe  to  you.  The  Genl.  Court  have  not  liad  any 
affair  of  greater  magnitude  before  them  since  the  Revolution.  Dis- 
patch, dispatch  is  of  infinite  consequence,  but  at  the  same  time  we 
most  remember  Festina  leate^  for  that  interest  a  committee  must  pre* 

1  BelknapHi  Letters,  ICasg.  Hlstorieal  Colleetions,  Ser.  6,  ▼ol.  8,  p.  188. 
so 
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▼ioQflly  be  on  tbe  qtot.  Pray  endeaTor  that  tiie  conunittee  consist  of 
flensiblo,  honest,  oodl  and  Patient  men.  Let  them  he  able  to  explain  to 

the  peo]  1  tlip  state  of  the  Nation,  to  inform  them  to  whatnse  the  three 
hundred  IOOOjE  and  the  two  handred  1000£  taxes  have  been  put  and  are 
putting  on  as.  Many  of  the  Insargente  say  that  onr  soldiers  get  nono 
tA  it.  That  it  cost  them  mnoh  to  maintain  the  Great  men  onder  Qeo. 
8*  but  vastly  mcoe  under  the  Ctimmonwealtb  and  Congress.  We  have 
had  it  Hurra'd  for  Geo.  S"*  within  8  rods  of  the  Conrt  TTonse.  ♦  *  * 
Doct.  Hunt  eunuises  that  there  may  [be]  British  emissaries*  with  Brit* 
ish  money  among  the  People.  Such  a  supposition  does  not  appear  to 
me  groundless. 

•  *  *  "  None  but  Gk>d  can  say  how  far  the  spirit  may  spread.  They 
are  perpetually  tancrht  that  they  were  horribly  deceived  and  deluded  by 
those  who  first  contende<l  with  Bernard  &  Hatchinson,  and  dit^puted 
against  the  Duties.  Many,  many  in  these  western  regions  brieve  it. 
They  hare  no  smse  or  value  for  Liberty.  They  are  principally  affected 
-with  present  and  immediate  f<  <  >ings.  I  was  told  three  weekn  ago  by  a 
calm  and  sedate  man  as  any  I  have  spen  of  their  number  Thar  two- 
thirds  of  these  western  people  fully  believed  that  they  were  miserably 
deceived  by  Hutchinson's  opposers,  that  they  were  the  men  who 
brought  all  their  burdens  upon  them,  which  they  are  told  that  they 
should  have  been  forever  free  from,  if  they  had  submitted  to  the  Brit- 
ish Oovemraert.  That  they  would  take  care  how  they  were  catch'd. 
again.  If  yon  bad  seen  the  late  insuxrections  you  would  have  believed 
that  he  was  not  much  from  the  truth  in  the  fetct  which  he  related  re> 
specting  ye  proportion.  The  people  in  tbe  highlands  of  this  county  and 
Berkshire  are /^rrif?'/???  Qenus  hominum^  imd  many  too  many  on  the 
east  fide  of  tlie  river  are  of  the  same  temper.  *  *  *  Aii  attempt  to 
subdue  these  People  by  force  will  at  least  be  very  expensive  if  not  a 
very  dangerous  course.  Their  numbers,  by  some  means  or  other  (be 
those  what  they  may)  increase  daily.  The  case  will  never  be  under- 
stood without  a  committee  to  go  in  to  the  towns  and  learn  the  facts  on 
the  spot,  by  seeing  and  hearing,  and  neglect  of  this  may  deceive  and 
ruin  the  government."  * 

The  Gominittae  Calls  Thls  committoe  arrived  at  Nortliainpton^ 
aOooTODtioii.  jj2iy  27*^ t  and  immediately  proceeded  to 
Conway,  tlbe  home  of  Ely,  and  the  princi* 
pal  seat  of  the  disaffection.  The  people  of  Conway  de> 
clined  to  act  independently  of  the  other  towns,  and  on  the 
29'^  delegates  from  thirteen  towns  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county  met  tJie  committee  in  that  town.  The  result  of 
this  gat}iorin£r  was  the  mutual  calling  of  a  county  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Hatfield  in  the  following  month.  This 
convention  assembled  on  the  7*"^  of  August,  and  dissolved 

1  Coined  bjr  permission  from  the  Hawi«y  papers,  Bauuroft  uullectiun,  Lenox  Li- 
bnury,  N.  T. 


176S.1  8BRIE8  OF  COMVKMTIONS— PBAOB—BASTHAMPTON.  467 


on  tlie  10'^.  Northampton  was  i-epresented  by  three  dele- 
gates chosen  at  a  meeting  held  a  few  days  before  the  con- 
vention assembled,  and  no  instructions  were  given  them  by 
the  town. 

The  County  coa-    Held  Under  the  auspices  of  the  legislative 
yeottoD.  committee,  this  convention  was  less  treason- 

able in  its  utterances,  and  less  radical  in  its 
recommendations  than  some  of  its  predecessors.  Ghiided 
in  the  paths  of  conservatism  by  the  men  from  Boston,  its 
resolutions  evinced  a  loyalty  to  the  existing  government 
heretofore  conspicuously  lacking.  It  is  true  that  the  jorriev- 
ances  complained  of  were  as  yet  unredressed.  Still  the 
rioters,  though  in  a  sense  partially  succcssfnl  in  their  at- 
tempt to  override  the  law,  must  have  l)ecome  convinced 
that  while  they  commanded  the  sympathy  of  all  loyal  citi- 
zens,, they  must  also  under  stand  that  no  attempt  to  over- 
throw the  government  would  be  tolerated. 

Resolutions  Adopted    A  list  of  resolutioiLS,  fourteen  in  number, 
by  the  Convention,    was  adopted.   Relief  from  the  Weight  of 

taxation  by  means  of  a  more  equal  distri- 
bution of  its  burdens ;  a  scaling  down  of  the  list  of  civil 
officers,  and  a  consequent  reduction  in  the  amount  paid  for 
salaries  ;  a  general  and  effective  system  of  economy  in  the 
methods  of  conducting  affairs ;  and  indemnity  for  all  en- 
gaged in  the  lute  unpleasantness,  except  Samuel  My,  were 
the  principal  points  insisted  upon.  The  whole  wound  np 
with  a  fervent  declaration  of  loyalty  to  the  State  and 
fealty  to  Congress. 

Results  of  the  Action   The  results  attending  Uiu  presence  of  this 
of  the  Committee,     committee,  Were  in  accordance  with  the 

anticipations  of  Major  Hawley,  and  much 
that  he  pi*edicted  seems  to  have  been  accomplished.  Af- 
fairs were  quieted,  temporarily  at  least,  in  the  county,  and 
but  a  single  outbreak  is  chronicled  till  the  Shays  rebellion 
convulsed  the  state.  The  committee  received  the  thanks  of 
the  Legislature  "  for  their  indefatigable  and  gucoessful  en- 
deavors in  so  great  a  degree  quieting  the  disturbances  that 
had  arisen  in  that  county."  They  led  the  people  along  the 
lines  already  followed,  and  the  result  did  not  vary  eesen- 
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tially  from  tliat  of  [)revious  attempts  of  the  kind.  The 
people  presented  their  grievances,  and  prayed  for  relief. 
But  tlieir  burdens  were  not  lifted,  and  little  was  done  or 
could  be  done  towards  lightening  them.  The  discussion  of 
grievances  still  proceeded,  but  still  the  •people  were  taxed, 
and  still  their  debts  were  unpaid.  Money  was  yet  an  almost 
unknown  quantity.  Legislation  failed  to  alleviate  the  dis- 
tress, and  the  future  developed  no  sign  of  improvement. 

vtom  Mr.  Judd^s    III  ^bis  connection,  the  comments  of  Mr. 

iH*v7.  Jndd  of  Southampton,  who  was  an  active 

member  of  the  convention,  are  of  import- 
ance. He  was  a  strong  conservative  and  had  little  Bym- 
pathy  with  the  malcontents.    His  difjry  reads  :  — 

"  Wednesday  7  [August]  set  ont  at  TVi  .  8topt  at  Northampton  to  get 
Shaved ;  got  to  Hat£eld  by  10%.  Put  up  at  Lt.  D.  Billiugg.  Chose 
<V.  WeUs  OhairmftTi  and  Detf*  O.  Smith  Clerk.  I  assiBted  him  in 
reading.  Began  upon  Bn.slnem  at  8.  The  committee  from  the  General 
Offort  present,  and  the  fir«t  question  was  whether  their  Ck>mmia3ion 
was  CoTi  pti  tiitional .  We  then  determined  to  let  every  one  tell  his  Q«ev- 
auces  and  adjourned. 

*<  Thnrsday  8.  The  Mobb  began  to  tell  their  CMevanoea  and  the 
[committee]  to  ansv^er  aud  to  give  Information.  The  Day  was  spent 
in  this  way.  Th*  3Iobbiflts  began  to  f*?el  themselves  more  a  ground 
than  they  exiuK  ted.  The  Tories  who  are  spectators  in  very  great  plenty 
do  not  bold  their  Heads  so  High  as  they  have  done  of  late. 

**  Ftyday  9.  Began  where  we  left  off*  AftenmrdB  chose  a  commit- 
tee to  state  GMevanoee  to  ns.  Then  the  Mobb  still  continued  to  tell 
th«ir  OnVvHTK  cs  but  got  upon  tiie  Shoals  long  before  Night.  Commit- 
tee report  near  Night. 

"SatordaylO.  Beganln  the  Morning  upon  the  Beport  of  the  Oom'*^ 
which  Consisted  of  8  Articles.  8  we  passed  and  the  rest  we  throogh 
ont.  Friends  of  the  Mobb  conld  not  get  things  to  their  IQnd.  They 
(are]  Disappointed  and  Chagrined  What  that  may  produce  is  uncer- 
tain, but  'tis  certain  that  they  cannot  answer  the  Argoments  of  the 
Gom*^'t  or  gainsay  the  f^ots  they  asserted.  The  appearance  is  that 
there  is  man  probability  of  their  being  still,  if  nothing  more.  Con- 
yention  broke  np  about  0. 

Comyenuoas  ooii-    These  congresses  continued  to  be  the  me- 
ttno*.  dium  of  mntnal  comnninication  and  general 

discnssion.  No  less  than  tour  were  held  in 
this  county  in  1783.  To  a  considerable  extent  tliose  gather- 
ings were  sectional  in  character  and  though  termed  county 
conventions^  were  in  most  cases  composed  of  delegates  from 
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a  few  roTitiguouR  towns.  They  differed  in  character  some- 
what from  those  previously  held.  At  first  tliey  were 
guided  by  cranks  and  domagogues,  bnt  afterwards  greater 
numbers  of  the  more  thoughtful  and  substantial  men  in  the 
community  took  part  in  them.  On  the  6*^  of  March,  the 
first  of  these  meetings  was  held  at  Williamsburg.  Of  its 
records  nothing  seems  to  have  been  preserved.  From  the 
fact  that  another  convention  was  held  at  Hatfield  within  a 
fortnight,  it  is  probable  that  this  one  was  not  very  largely 
attended.  No  delegates  were  present  at  Williamsburg  from 
thistown,  but  Northampton  was  represented  at  Hatfield, 
though  the  names  of  the  delegates  are  not  on  record.  At 
Hatfield,  on  the  19**  and  SO*"*  of  March,  thirteen  towns  were 
represented.  Everything  appeared  to  be  very  harmonious. 
"We  were  good  Katurcd.  had  no  Disputes,  very  reserved. 
They  want  to  get  rid  of  Major  Hawley  and  myself.  Near 
Eight  we  set  off,  leavhig  all  the  rest,"^  After  Mr.  Judd 
and  Mr.  Hawley  left,  the  convention  proceeded  to  business. 
It  voted  to  ])ay  no  taxes  to  the  state,  and  adjourned  to 
Hadley.  It  I'eassenibled  at  tliar  place  on  the  15^**  of  April. 
Joseph  Hawley  and  Elijah  Hunt  were  delegates  from 
Northampton.  They  were  instructed  not  to  act  unless  a 
majority  of  the  towns  in  the  county  were  represented. 
According  to  Mr.  Judd,  the  delegates  from  sixteen  other 
towns  had  received  similar  instructions*  Thirteen  towns 
only  acted  in  this  convention.  But  they  felt  feeble  and 
fearful!.  They  begin  to  know  the  County  are  not  with 
them  and  they  must  try  to  pay  Taxes.  Truths  are  told 
them  more  plain  than  they  have  been  and  they  feel  them 
since  aid  is  not  likely  to  come  from  New  York."'  These 
conventions  were  much  less  radical  than  their  [tredecessors, 
and  undoubtedly  acted  iis  safety-valves,  words  Ijeing  much 
safer  weapons  than  clubs  and  muskets.  All  attempts  to 
interfere  with  the  courts  proved  futile,  and  their  sessions 
continued  with  but  a  single  menace  during  the  year. 

On  the  20**»  of  May,  during  the  session  of 
at  sinriii«fl«id.     the  CSourt  of  Common  Pleas  and  General 
Sessions  at  Springfield,  about  sixty  persons 
gathered,  resolved  themselves  into  a  county  convention, 

1  Judd'eBlary. 
S  Ibtd. 
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pa^^sed  a  series  of  resolves,  and  adjourned  to  hold  an  open 
meeting  near  the  Court-House,  not  forgetting  to  arm  them- 
selves with  bludgeons.  When  the  court  ajipeared  to  hold 
its  aft'ernoon  session,  the  mob  opposed  its  entrance  into  the 
Court-House.  While  the  sheriff  expostulated  with  them, 
loyal  men  acted,  and  drove  the  rioters  away.  Some  were 
wounded,  and  eeveral  arrested.^  Uneasiness  among  the 
people  prevailed  and  many  persons  were  in  favor  of  forci- 
bly stopping  the  courts.  At  the  August  term,  held  in 
Northampton,  many  collect  at  Mr.  Olapp's  to  oppose  the 
court,  but  dare  not  appear.  Vast  numbers  of  people  attend 
court.''* 

ANewProfKiaittoii.  Another  series  of  these  gatherings  took 
place  in  the  fall,  at  which  a  new  element  of 

diacoTitent  was  "broached.  In  September,  delegates  from 
seven  towns  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county  met  at  Doer- 
field,  ostensibly  to  consider  tlie  deplorable  state  of  affairs, 
at  present  and  in  the  future,  unless  more  mon(>y~ pa])er 
money— could  be  obtained.  One  special  difficulty  under 
which  these  towns  labored  was  their  remoteness  from  the 
Courts  of  Justice— the  very  courts  they  had  been  voting 
out  of  existence  and  trying  forcibly  to  abolish— as  well  as 
from  the  offices  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  and  County 
Treasurer.  They  desired  the  removal  of  all  the  courts  from 
Springfield  to  Northampton,  or  a  division  of  the  county, 
and  proposed  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  that  end. 
This  measure  was  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to 
lay  before  the  county  at  large,  and  it  was  decided  to  call  a 
convention  to  meet  at  Hatfield  on  the  of  October.  In 
this  convention  twenty-seven  towns  were  represented.  The 
general  financial  coiulition  was  considered,  as  well  as  the 
pressing  need  of  more  cn-nvcnicnces  for  the  transaction  of 
legal  business.  Its  discussions  were  nujderate  and  its  rec-  • 
ommcndutions  characterized  by  fairness  and  good  sense. 
Two  delegates  from  Northampton  were  present,  Dea, 
Josiah  Clark  and  Capt.  Samuel  Clark,  who  received  in- 
structions similar  to  those  given  to  the  delegates  to  the 
Hadley  convention,  not  to  act  unless  a  majority  of  the 

1  BoU«Dd^  Histoiy  of  Western  MaeMohoeettii,  rol.  i,  |>.  ZSL 
9  Jodd'eniMT. 
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t/)wns  in  the  county  were  represented.    Tliis  seems  to  have 
coiupleted  thQ  series  of  oonventious  for  this  year. 

A  Treaty  ot  Peace  and   Peaco  was  declared  in  1783.    In  Novem- 
Loeai  Bejoiciiig&  of  the  previous  year,  a  provisional 

treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Paris ;  in 
the  following  January  aa  arn[Listice  declaring  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  was  agreed  upon  at  the  same  place;  but  the  de« 
finitive  treaty  was  not  signed  till  the  3**  of  September. 
Kews  of  the  provisional  treaty  and  the  armistice  reached 
this  country  at  the  same  time,  arriying  at  Philadelphia 
March  23**,  bat  was  five  days  on  the  road  to  Boston.  It  is 
not  known  when  the  information  reached  this  town,  nor  is 
it  absolutely  certain  that  any  notice  was  taken  of  the  event. 
Ko  action  on  the  part  of  tlie  town  was  harl.  and  if  any 
celebration  occurred,  it  was  gotten  up  by  the  citizens  in 
their  private  capacity.  Contemporary  writers  niake  no 
alhision  to  it.  while  reference  is  had  to  siTnilar  rejoicings 
botli  in  Springfield  and  Westfield.  The  only  account  of 
any  celebration  at  Northampton,  appears  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Gazette,  a  newspaper  published  in  Springfield,  in  the 
following  language.  It  is  dated  "Northampton,  April  28, 
1783":  — 

**  Thtmday  the  24*^  inst.  was  obeerred  Yuan  [Nortbamiiton]  as  a  day 

of  rejoj'cing  on  accotmt  of  the  present  glorious  peace,  when  a  sermon 
BTiHaWfi  to  the  occasion  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  SpriTtt:^  of  "New- 
bnryport,  and  the  proclamation  of  peace  was  published  from  the  Court 
House  b J  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  before  the  miUtia  in  arms,  and  a 
large  oonoonrse  of  gentlesnen*  and  the  erening  was  oondnded  in  decent 
mirth  and  hilarity." 

Authenticity  of  this  Had  the  Writer  heen  satisfied  with  the 
AooooBtQoeitioiMHL   ahove  statement,  it  would  dovihtless  have 

passed  unchallenged,  though  nothing  has 
appeared  to  corroborate  the  fact.  But  the  next  paragraph 
is  suflBciently  absurd  to  discredit  the  whole  account.  It 
represents  that  the  ladies  of  Northampton,  dissatisfied  be- 
cause they  were  not  iuviled.  to  join  in  the  celebration,  im- 

1  In  Ur.  Judd^s  dlwry,  nndfir  date  of  Uavob  SBi^,  is  tlw  following  entry :  NoiM 
ct  peaoe  Init  no  partlooUurs.  FiTtng  et  SpxIngOeld  last  Krenfng  and  at  We&tfleld  to 
Day." 

9  BsT.  Samnel  Spring  of  NawlmrTport  married  a  daoi^ter  of  Bar.  I>r.  Hopkins  of 
Badley. 
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provised  one  of  their  own  tlie  next  day.  It  is  stated  that 
they  drank  thirteen  toasts,  and  so  proved  their  patriotism. 
While  the  report  of  such  a  celebration  is  not  mentioaed 
elsewhere,  neither  is  the  statement  about  the  celebration  on 
the  part  of  the  ladies  contradicted  by  any  contemporary 
writer. 

uxtomt  of  Dish*    An  event  wMch  startled  the  community  and 
Brawn.  caused  considerable  excitement  throughout 

this  section,  took  place  on  the  25^^  of  July. 
Daniel  Xoi-ton  and  others  were  engaged  in  shingling  the 
bam  of  Slisha  Brown,  who  lived  in  wliat  is  now  East- 
hampton.  While  the  -work  was  in  progress.  Brown  came 
to  the  barn  with  some  men  who  liad  been  reaping.  The 
two  parties  bpg-an  to  joke  each  other,  and  in  a  few  moments 
somethmg  more  substantial  than  words  began  to  pass  be- 
tween them.  Their  sport  continued  for  a  short  time,  when 
Norton,  who  was  a  very  passionate  man  became  greatly 
excited.  He  descended  from  the  roof  in  a  great  rage, 
attacked  Brown,  and  struck  Mm  so  severely  that  he  died 
upon  the  spot.  The  murderer  was  immediately  seized,  con- 
fined in  the  house  and  guarded.  During  the  night  he  suc- 
ceeded in  making  his  escape  through  a  window.  The  deed 
was  committed  on  Friday.  On  Saturday  a  report  was  cir- 
culated that  Norton  had  been  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
tragedy.  People  in  Northampton  and  Southampton  organ- 
ized searching  parties  and  scoured  the  country''.  Three 
days  afterwards  a  similar  rumor  prevailed,  and  another 
search  was  instituted,  but  the  fugitive  could  not  be  found. 
Two  years  elapsed  before  anytliing  moni  was  heard  from 
Norton,  and  then  it  was  ascertained  that  he  was  living  at 
or  near  New  Milford,  Ct.  He  had  married  again,  though  he 
left  a  wife  here  when  he  fled,  and  seemed  to  he  in  comfort- 
able circumstances.  Officers  from  Northampton  arrested 
and  brought  him  back,  lodging  him  in  jail.  His  trial  took 
place  before  the  Superior  Court  in  May,  1786,  when  he  was 
convicted  of  manslaughter,  and  sentenced  to  be  branded 
and  imprisoned.  This  murder,  though  not  the  result  of 
malice,  produced  a  great  sensation  in  all  this  section.  Rev. 
Mr.  Williams  in  the  church  record  calls  Norton  "  a  refugee 
from  Long  Island.'' 


1788.]  8SBIB8  OF  CONVBNTIOXS— PEACB— BASTHAMPTON.  473 


A  RenuMutrance  from  Northampton  it  seems  had  a  special  griev- 
Kiirtiiftuptoa.  aiiCG,  the  nature  of  which  does  not  appear 
upon  tlie  records.  All  that  is  kuown  in 
reference  to  it  is  conlaiiied  in  the  vote  passed  at  the  March 
meeting.  A  remonstrance  and  a  petition  had  been  pre- 
pared by  a  special  committee,  and  another  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  instructions  to  the  representatives 
to  use  their  inflnence  in  the  General  Oonrt  that  an  act 
should  be  passed  agreeably  to  the  desire  of  the  town,  as 
expressed  in  the  document  referred  to.  About  the  same 
time  a  vote  was  passed  declaring  that  the  town  would  not 
receive  from  any  of  its  debtors  any  of  the  "consolidated 
state  securities  in  discharge  of  the  "  whole  or  part  of  their 
obligations.*'  In  -what  these  consolidated  state  seciiri- 
ties"  consisted  has  not  been  ascertained,  nor  has  any 
further  allusion  to  them  been  found. 

An  iTnpaiinnt  Act,  An  articlo  Tvas  inserted  in  the  warrant  for 
Ctock^Wtod  ^'^^  the  March  meeting,  asking  for  the  assign- 
ment of  a  pew  in  the  front  gallery  of  the 
meeting-house,  to  the  young  women,  but  the  town  very 
ungaihtntly  refused  to  grant  the  request.  In  October j  the 
selectmen  were  ordered  "to  make  some  Effectual  Security 
for  the  person  that  shall  be  employed  in  taking  care  of  the 
clock,  in  case  the  weight  should  at  any  time  happen  to  fall.'* 
A  clock  had  been  placed  in  the  steeple  of  the  meeting-house 
as  early  as  1740.  It  was  probably  put  there  at  the  time  of  or 
soon  after  the  building  of  the  third  house  of  worship.  No 
record  of  its  purchase,  or  of  the  payment  of  any  money  for 
it  was  ever  made.  This  dock  was  wound  by  drawing  the 
T\  eights  up  by  hand,  the  winder  standing  directly  beneath 
them.  The  lengtli  of  rope  required  was  about  forty 
feet.  It  is  not  known  tliat  any  accident  of  the  kind  feared 
had  tlien  occurred.  In  hiter  years,  however,  a  person  was 
killed  by  tiie  fail  of  the  weight  when  it  had  nearly  reached 
its  height.* 

1  Id  1807,  Martin  EI7  Jr.,  sged  fifteen  rears,  an  appventlee  of  Mathan  Stores,  gold* 
smith,  was  killed  I17  the  falling  of  the  meetlDg-honse  olook  weight. 
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Salary  of  Representa-  In  March,  1784,  private  parties  were 
tiTes.  Permission  to  allowcd  to  eroct  a  sun-dial  at  the  east  side 
Hons«.  of  the  belfry.    Kepreseutatives  weit^  in- 

structed not  to  draw  any  pay  from  the 
state  treasurer  for  attendance  at  the  General  Court,  but  to 
draw  mileage,  and  the  town  would  pay  all  other  expenses. 
They  were  to  receive  2s.  per  day  for  their  time  and  other 
reasonable  charges,  after  deducting  "  the  sums  which  they 
may  receive  from  the  State  Treasurer  for  their  travel.*'  In 
May,  permission  was  granted  ''the  Inhabitants  who  live 
within  the  limits  of  the  new  proposed  Parish  to  Erect  a 
Meeting  house  on  Town  Land  near  the  dwelling  house  of 
Mr.  David  Chapman,  and  also  to  cut  such  timber  thereon 
as  they  shall  have  occasion." 

Eastbamptoii  iQoor.  Auothor  attempt  was  made  this  year  for 
porated.  the  establishment  of  the  new  town  of  East- 

hampton.  At  the  December  meeting  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  meet  a  committee  designated 
by  the  General  Court,  to  view  and  report  concerning  the 
expediency  of  forming  a  new  district  from  the  towns  of 
Northampton  and  Southampton.  This  committee,  together 
with  others  from  the  Legislature  and  from  Southampton, 
met  repeatedly,  viewed  the  premises,  and  discussed  the 
nuittor  tlioroii,o:hly.  In  accordaiioe  witli  tlieir  deeision  the 
question  was  settled  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature, 
and  an  act  of  incorporation  granted. 

The  Mob  make*  AD-  During  this  year  very  little  was  accom- 
other  DemoMtra-  pHshed  iu  the  way  of  public  agitation  of 
^^^^  the  questions  uppermost  in  men's  minds. 

No  report  remains  of  any  conventions  held,  though  the 
mob  spirit  was  not  wholly  in  abeyance.  In  September  an 
attempt  was  made  to  break  up  the  Superior  Court  at 
Springfield,  but  it  was  not  successful.  The  denunistratiou 
was  deemed  of  salhcient  Importance  to  call  out  the  militia. 
A  cumpauy  of  fifty  men^  marched  frotn  Northampton  to 
Springiield,  under  Capt.  Solomon  Alien.  Some  of  them 
were  in  the  service  but  a  single  day.  The  attempt  seems 
not  to  have  been  very  formidable.  On  the  29^^  Mr.  Judd 
went  to  "  Ohickabee  bridge,  found  the  mob  scattered  yes- 
terday ;  none  dare  to  lead  them."  ' 

1  ForiBasteir«ollaee  Ai^endiz.     S  Judd'aDiavf. 
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seboois  for  Girls.    The  question  of  schooling  girls  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  town  was  again  in  agitation 
in  the  year  1785,  hut  with  no  more  favorable  results  than 
before.    Fourteen  years  previously  an  attempt  had  been 

■made  to  admit  female  children  to  the  Lickingwater  Bchool, 
and  it  was  nepratived  f>n  the  ground  that  those  persons  who 
were  interested  in  bringing  the  subject  bofore  the  town  did 
not  desire  any  such  privilege.  Now  tlie  proposition  was 
speedily  voted  down,  and  recorded  witliout  so  much  as  a 
single  qualifying  word.  Attention  was  undoubtedly  called 
to  the  matter  at  this  time,  because  a  private  school  for  the 
oo-education  of  the  sexes  already  existed.  Daring  the  pre- 
vious year  a  number  of  persons  had  established  a  school 
for  this  purpose,  and  this  is  the  first  instance  in  the  history 
of  the  town  when  boys  and  girls  attended  the  same  school. 
This  fact,  while  it  may  have  been  an  incentive  to  the  at- 
tempt to  admit  both  sexes  to  tlie  town  schools,  possibly 
made  by  some  who  could  ill  a£Eord  the  luxury  of  a  private 
school,  bad  also  the  effect  of  suppressing  the  proi)OBition. 
Those  who  desired  to  send  their  daughters  to  such  a  school 
already  liad  tliat  privilege  and  were  unwiiling  to  pay  taxes 
to  aid  those  who  did  not.  Another  reason  why  it  was  de- 
sired to  interest  the  town  in  the  new  departure,  was  that 
tlie  new  school  was  a  dose  corporation,  none  but  the  pro- 
prietors being  allowed  to  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges. 
Thirteen  among  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  town  were 
interested  in  this  new  educational  enterprise,  viz. :  -  Caleb 
Strong,  Robert  Breck,  Quartus  Pomeroy,  Joseph  Cook, 
Benjamin  Tappan,  Josiah  Dickinson,  Asahel  Pomeroy, 
Levi  Shepherd,  Benjamin  Sheldon,  Eli^a  Lyman,  Nathan- 
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iel  Fowle,  Ebcnezer  Hunt,  and  William  T.yman.  Dr. 
Shepherd,  when  in  England,  engaged  Isnaf  ( 'arson  to  take 
charge  of  the  school,  and  brought  him  home.  No  hiw  was 
then  in  existence  forbidding  the  importation  of  laborers. 
He  was  to  receive  £24  per  year,  and  his  board.  The  school 
was  opened  Sept.  13,  1784,  in  u  room  hired  for  that  purpose. 
In  October,  an  arrangement  was  made  with  Elisha  Alvord, 
and  the  school  was  removed  to  his  shop,  at  the  Junctioli  of 
Main  and  South  Streets.  A  rental  of  40s.  per  year  was 
paid  for  the  use  of  the  building,  and  the  cost  of  fitting  it 
up  was  JS412.  Soon  after,  Kobert  Breok,  Levi  Shepherd, 
and  Caleb  Strong,  petitioned  the  Oonnty  Court  for  permis- 
sion to  build  a  private  school-house  on  county  land,  *'as 
near  as  may  be  in  line  with  the  meeting  house  and  Court 
House,  and  northerly  of  the  town  school  house.'*  Permis- 
sion was  granted,  and  a  building  was  erected  in  the  high- 
way at  the  corner  of  Main  and  King  Streets.  There  the 
school  was  kept  for  several  ye-ars,  and  the  house  was  after- 
wards removed  to  Market  Street.  The  sciiool  opened  with 
twenty-five  scholars,  fifteen  boys  and  ten  girls.  At  the  end 
of  the  first  year  the  number  of  pupils  had  increased  to 
thirty-two,  and  it  never  advanced  beyond  that  figure.  This 
school  was  continued  under  substantially  the  same  proprie- 
torship for  about  four  years,  when  it  was  discontinued. 
There  was  a  change  of  teachers,  and  the  number  of  schol- 
ars was  reduced  to  eight.  It  was  afterwards  revived,  and 
seems  to  have  been  in  existence  in  1791.  Beading,  writing, 
spelling,  arithmetic,  grammar,  and  Morse's  geography, 
comprised  the  principal  course  of  study,  though  some  of 
the  boys  studied  Latin,  and  both  boys  and  girls  were  taught 
French. 

Its Finfc TQMher.  Isaac  CursoTi  tanght  about  two  years  and 
was  succeeded  by  William  Lyman.  During 
part  of  the  time  Curson  had  an  assistant,  a  Mr.  Frye. 
Cursoa  seems  to  have  been  an  accomplished  teacher,  and 
an  excellent  scholar,  but  he  was  an  unprincipled  man.  He 
got  Into  difficulty  and  was  obliged  to  leave  town.  After- 
wards he  taught  private  schools  in  Hatfield  and  in  Berkshire 
County.  He  left  a  wife  in  England,  but  representing  by 
what  were  supposed  to  be  forged  letters,  that  she  was  dead. 
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he  souglit  the  hand  of  Abigail  Barnard  oi'  Deerfield.  She 
derliiind  his  offer  of  marriage,  and  he  throateiied  to  slioot 
himself,  Imt  finally  induced  the  ^irl  to  sign  a  marriage 
promise.  When  it  became  known  that  Curson's  wife  was 
iiviug,  Samuel  Barnard,  father  of  Abigail,  came  to  North* 
ampton  and  threatened  to  horsewhip  Ourson,  but  he  escaped 
and  went  west. 

a«hooi>Hou8eiiMdtor  In  1794,  Levi  Shepherd  and  others,  prob- 
aPrivatsSehooL      j^bly  the  proprietors  of  this  school,  were 

granted  the  tise  of  a  room  in  the  new 
school-hoitse  for  a  private  school.  Tinder  the  direction  of  llie 
*  selectmen.  This  may  liave  Ijeen  a  contin-nMtion  of  the  jiro- 
pi'ietor's  school.  How  miu'h  hunger  it  existed  is  not  known. 
Tliere  is  no  further  record  concerning  the  use  of  the  school- 
house  for  such  a  purpose. 

A  Counterfeit  Biu.  In  1785,  the  town  voted  to  reimburse  Timo- 
thy Parsons  the  value  of  a  £30  counterfeit 
bill,  which  he  received  for  rates  in  1779.  The  selectmen 
were  to  ascertain  the  value  of  said  bill  by  scale  and  order 
payment  from  the  town  treasurer.  At  that  time  the  value 
of  the  bill  was  Ids.  5d.  Whether  it  was  originally  taken 
at  its  par  value  is  unknown. 

Horse  Biooks  Pro-   Horse-blocks  were  again  ordered  at  the  east 

"^^d-  end  of  the  meetin|^-honse  and  at  the  gate  of 

the  burying  yard.  It  was  not  the  custom 
to  drive  or  ride  into  the  cemetery,  "but  all  dismounted  at 
the  entrance,  and  the  procession  marched  to  the  grave. 

mvision  of  the       For  many  years  the  question  of  dividing 
CooDty.  t/he  county  had  been  in  agitation.    In  1784 

it  was  brought  bef6re  the  General  Court. 
Two  petitions  for  such  a  division  were  presented,  whether 
in  accordance  with  a  general  convention  of  the  towns  inter- 
ested, is  not  clear.  They  were  undoubtedly  an  outcome  of 
the  general  imeasiness  then  prevailing ;  one  of  the  means 
proposed  for  redressing  the  many  grievances  then  so  popu- 
lar. One  of  these  petitions  is  described  as  that  of  ^'Jas. 
Ball  and  others,'*  and  the  other  as  that  of    David  Saxton, 
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Jonathan  Ashley,  Samuel  Field  and  Jonas  Baker."  These 
petitioners  were  all  resideTiis  of  tovvny  in  tlie  northern  part 
of  the  county.  Several  of  them  belonged  in  Deerfield, 
and  the  rest  iu  contiguous  towns.  The  Legislature  referred 
the  matter  to  the  seyeral  towns  in  the  cotinty,  requesting 
them  **  to  give  their  reasons  why  the  county  should  not  be 
divided  agreeably  to  said  petition."  The  question  came 
before  the  town  of  Northampton,  at  a  meeting  held  in 
May,  when  the  town  not  only  yoted  against  it,  but  in- 
structed its  representatives  "  to  use  their  Influence  in  the 
Gen'l  Court  to  prevent  any  such  Division  of  the  County." 
The  proposition  was  to  form  a  new  county  from  the 
northeastern  portion  of  Hampshire  and  the  northwestern 
part  of  Worcester  County.  The  response  from  the  towns 
wa8  decidedly  against  any  such  division,  and  nothing 
further  was  done  at.  that  time,  l^ut  the  design  was  not 
abandoned.  It  was  pressed  again  the  next  year,  but  with- 
out success. 

AOoiiTaiitionCoQsid'    In  May,  1786,  a  convention  met  at  Hskir' 
erathesubjeefe.       fig]^  for       purpose  of  discussiug  this 

question,  in  which  forty-one  towns  were 
represented.  Among  the  reasons  advanced  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  was  the  inconvenience  of  reaching  the  towns  of 
Northampton  and  Springfield,  where  all  the  courts  were 
held.  The  county  then  extended  from  the  "Vermont  line 
on  the  north  to  that  of  Connecticut  on  the  south,  and  the 
courts  were  held  and  all  business  transacted  Ijnlow  the  cen- 
ter of  the  county.  The  convention  voted  twenty-two 
against  and  nineteen  in  favor  of  a  division.  A  vote  to  cen- 
ter the  courts  showed  twenty-three  against  and  eighteen  in 
favor  of  such  a  proposition.  The  suggestion  that  two 
courts  should  be  held  at  Deerfield,  received  twenty-four 
votes  in  its  favor  and  seventeen  against.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, was  accomplished,  and  many  years  elapsed  before  the 
county  was  divided. 

Pews  ia  the  MMUac-    This  year  saw  the  last  of  the  benches  in 
Borne.  the  meoting-house.    All  the  long  seats 

were  taken  out,  and  pews  erected  in  their 

places. 
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The  NewtpAper.       Events  such  as  have  been  narrated  prepared 
the  way  for  the  advent  of  the  newspaper. 
Public  seutimeiit  was  rapidly  verging  towards  anarchy. 
People  had  for  years  demanded  the  overthrow  of  the  Courts 
of  Justicei  were  clamorous  for  the  universal  issue  of  paper 
money,  and  were  seeking  the  repeal  of  laws  that  compelled 
men  to  pay  their  debts.   In  this  burdened  and  helpless  con- 
dition  they  attributed  their  misfortunes  to  the  laws  and  to 
those  who  administered  them.   Listening  to  demagogues, 
self-appointed  leaders,  v/ho  sought  reputation  and  power 
through  the  annihilation  of  all  the  safeguards  of  society, 
their  respect  for  law  and  justice  was  being  gradually  under- 
mined.    This  meant  the  abolition  of  all  legal  authority, 
and  the  end  must  result  in  the  downfall  of  the  repul^lic, 
hardly  yet  fully  esf alt] ished.    In  order  to  counteract  this 
tendency  it  was  deemed  essential  that  the  people  should  be 
enlightened.    Tliai  they  should  be  taught  wlnthei-  all  this 
unlawful  action  was  leading,  and  what  dire  results  must 
ensue  unless  their  better  judgment  came  to  the  rescue.  No 
more  practical  method  could  be  devised  to  educate  the  com- 
munity, to  show  the  utter  folly  as  well  as  the  inevitably  de- 
structive tendency  of  the  sentiments  then  prevailing,  than 
through  the  columns  of  the  weekly  newspaper.   There  was 
no  more  effectual  means  of  counteracting  the  evil  influence 
of  the  demagogues  who  seemed  then  to  be  in  the  ascend- 
ant.  Barely  half  a  hundred  papers  had  survived  the  Rev- 
olution, these  were  issued  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns, 
and  few  found  their  way  into  the  remoter  hamlets.  Means 
of  communication  were  slow  and  uncertain,  newspapers 
were  not  admitted  to  tlie  mails,  and  their  circulation  was 
restricted  to  witliiii  a  few  miles  of  their  places  of  publica- 
tion.   The  majority  of  them  were  published  weekly,  and 
none  ofteuer  than  three  times  a  week.    Daily  })apers  had 
then  no  existence  on  this  continent,  and  jjeople  were  satis- 
lied  with  American  news  a  week  uv  two  old,  and  foreign 
items  were  many  months  behind.   The  only  newspaper  in 
existence  at  that  time  in  Western  Massachusetts  was  pub- 
lished in  Springfield.'   Apparently  it  had  little  circulation 

I  The  MMMohitMtti  OoMtte  ud  Gtanaml  AdT«(rtl«er,  ntabUshed  in  1196,  ohanged 

to  the  Hftmpshire  HeraM  and  Weekly  Advertiser  ia  17S5,  aud  was  disoontlntied  In  ttSt. 
—Holland's  Uiatory  of  WesMm  Mftsaachuaetta,  voL  1,  pj}.  436, 437. 
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aud  less  influence,  as  it  was  discontinued  witliiu  a  year. 
Whatever  may  have  been  its  power  and  uiliueiice,  it  was  con- 
sidered too  tar  distant  to  acoomplisli  what  was  desired,  and 
it  was  decided  to  establish  another  paper  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  affected  district,  the  northern  half  of  Hampshire  County 
being  at  that  time  the  hotbed  of  sedition  and  rebellion. 
Consequently  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  this  part  of  the 
county  determined  to  establish  a  newspaper  in  Northamp- 
ton. It  was  hardly  a  newspaper  in  the  present  acceptance 
of  that  term  that  was  designed.  It  was  not  a  mouthpiece 
of  the  newsmonger,  the  politician,  or  the  essayist  that  was 
proposed.  It  had  a  higher  aim  than  the  more  tittle-tattle 
of  neighborhood  gossip.  Local  happenings  were  patent 
to  everyone,  tliey  were  repeated  from,  mouth  to  mouth, 
and  had  no  need  in  the  estimation  of  that  day,  to  be  em- 
balmed in  print. 

The  Advmi  of  th«   Tiie  first  newspaper  in  Northaiupton  was 
Hammiiira  Ouette.   established  in  1786,  by  William  Butler,  a 

young  man  twenty4wo  years  of  age.  It 
was  an  undertaking  requiring  no  small  amount  of  courage, 
even  when  backed  by  the  leading  patriots  of  the  town,  to 
launch  a  newspaper  in  such  troublous  times  when  the  dis- 
content with  the  then  present  order  of  things  was  at  fever 
heat.  The  more  so  as  its  mission  was  to  oppose  the  mal- 
contents,  and  by  argument  and  persuasion,  stem  the  tide 
of  lawlessness  and  mob  rule.  The  leading  men,  the  well- 
to-do  citizens,  the  educated  class,  were  strongly  opposed  to 
the  course  that  had  been  [)ursued  by  the  clamorous  reform- 
ers, who,  having  little  to  lose  and  much  to  gain,  were  en- 
deavoring to  force  their  theories  into  operation,  at  the  sac- 
rifice of  honc)r,  justice  and  common  honesty.  At  the  sug- 
gestion and  with  tlie  encouragement  of  the  best  men  in  the 
community,  Mr.  Butler,  on  the  6'^  of  September,  L7S'd, 
issued  the  first  number  of  the  Hampshire  Gazette.  Unfor- 
tunately no  copy  of  the  initial  number  of  the  paper  can 
now  be  found.  In  his  prospectus  the  editor  states  that  he 
commences  the  enterprise  "by  the  advice  and  encourage- 
ment of  a  number  of  Gentlemen  in  this  county."  His 
object  is  to  enlighten  the  public  and  he  asserts  with  truth 
that  "  It  is  well  known  that  the  establishment  of  schools 
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in  every  part  of  the  conutry  and  tlie  circulation  of  News- 
Papers,  are  among  tlie  principal  causes  which  have  led  iis 
to  our  present  situation  ;  tlie  danger  is  that  the  enjoyment 
of  peace  and  tranquility  will  produce  inattentioiL  to  these 
subjects ;  that  when  the  feelings  excited  by  onr  tioubles 
have  subsided,  our  minds  will  sink  into  that  indolence 
which  is  natural  to  such  a  state,  our  children  will  grow  up 
in  ignorance,  and  ignorance  is  the  parent  of  slavery  and  all 
the  national  vices  which  mark  the  decline  of  empire.'*  It 
was  not  so  much  the  individual  work  of  the  editor  that 
was  relied  upon  to  counteract  the  sentiments  then  prevail- 
ing, as  it  was  the  arguments  and  writings  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  day.    In  the  very  first  number  strong  articles 
were  printed  against  the  general  tendency  of  affairs  in 
opposition  to  the  conventions  then  being  held,  and  arguing 
in  favor  of  the  existing  government.    Many  of  these  pa- 
pers, which  were  continued  while  the  troubles  lasted,  were 
written  by  Major  Hawley,  Caleb  Strong,  Rev.  Enoch  Hale, 
and  others.    The  clergy  of  the  county,  it  is  believed,  con- 
tributed liberally  to  its  columns  in  favor  of  good  govern- 
ment. By  no  means  was  the  discussion  confined  to  one 
side.   The  insurgents  also  had  their  defenders,  and  column 
i^ter  column  was  filled  with  comments,  strictures,  replies 
and  criticisms  of  both  parties.   Argument  and  sarcasm, 
both  in  prose  and  poetry,  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
questions  at  issue.   On  the  whole  the  discussion  was  good 
natured,  though  many  sharp  thrusts  were  indulged  in  by 
all  concerned.   This  thorough  and  able  ventilation  of  the 
grounds  of  controversy  must  have  been  beneficial,  and 
though  it  did  not  prevent  the  discontented  from  taking  up 
arms  against  the  goveriiment,  must  have  strengthened  the 
nerves  of  its  supporters. 

Wiinam  Butler.  Hifl   William  Butlcr,  son  of  David,  was  born  in 
PrintiDg-Offlce.       Hartford,  in  1763.    He  served  an  appren- 

ticesliip  to  the  printing  business  in  the 
office  of  Hudson  &  Goodwin,  printers  and  publishers  of 
that  city.  He  came  to  Northampton  witli  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  newspaper  in  the  summer  of  1786.^  His 
office  was  at  first  at  the  comer  of  Main  and  Pleasant  Streets 
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in  the  wooden  "building  former]}^  the  residence  of  Benjamin 
Ptesoott,  since  for  many  years  occupied  by  the  late  Harvey 
Kirldaiidy  on  the  ground  where  now  stands  the  Lamhie 
block.  In  a  short  time  he  erected  a  building  on  Pleasant 
Street.  It  was  the  third  building  from  the  Main  Street 
comer,  on  the  east  side  of  the  street.  The  printing-office 
was  in  the  upper  «tory,  and  on  the  main  floor  was  a  variety 
store  carriod  on  hj  his  brother  Daniel.  William  Bntler 
married  Huldah,  daughter  of  Major  John  Brown  of  Pitts- 
field. 

if(«nn5;  and  Methods  B^i^.  few  post-officcs  wore  then  in  existence, 
of  cirouiatioB.  none  having  been  established  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  valley  nortli  of  S])ringfield. 
The  paper  was  circulated  almost  wholly  by  oarriers  or  post- 
riders,  wli«j  covered  nearly  the;  whole  of  Hampshire  and 
mucli  of  Berkshire  Counties.  From  Williamstown  on  the 
west  to  Ware  and  Hardwick  on  the  east,  and  from  Wen- 
dall  on  the  North  to  Springfield  on  the  souths  these  men 
made  weekly  journeys.  At  some  of  the  nearer  points,  not 
covered  by  the  post-riders,  the  subscribers  in  a  neighbor- 
hood took  turns  in  coming  to  the  of&ce  for  the  papers,  or  to 
some  convenient  point  on  the  carrier's  route.  Mr.  Butler 
was  obliged  to  send  to  Springfield  once  a  week  for  his  ez- 
clianges  and  other  mail-matter.  Frequently  he  went  him> 
self,  sometimes  he  hired  a  man,  and  always  made  it  a  point 
to  enlist  the  good  offices  of  any  one  who  had  business  at 
that  place.  It  was  probably  on  one  of  these  occasions  that 
he  made  himself  amenable  to  the  law  against  traveling  on 
Sunday.  In  178?,  at  the  September  term  of  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  ''Wm.  Butler,  printer  aud 
traveller,"  was  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  for  traveling 
*'  on  the  13^^'  of  May,  the  same  being  the  Sabbath  or  Lord^s 
Day,  unlawfully  and  unnecessarily  &;  with  force  and  arms 
between  the  sunrislng  and  sunsetting  of  the  same  day  from 
the  Dwelling  House  of  Zenas  Parsons  in  Springfield,  in  s'd 
county  thro'  the  town  of  South  Hadley  in  s'd  coimty  to 
Northampton  in  the  same  county,  the  same  not  being  from 
necessity  or  charity,  in  evil  example  to  others  against  the 
Peace  and  Dignity  of  the  Commonwealth  Sc  the  law  in 
such  cases  made  and  provided.''  Butler  plead  nolo  con- 
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ienderCf  and  was  fined  lOs.  and  costs  amounting  to  £1.1  A, 
Bather  an  ezpensiye  bit  of  news  for  that  issue  of  the  paper, 
and  not  very  likely  to  be  repeated.  Zenas  Parsons  was  an 
innholder  in  Springfield,  his  tavern  being  located  on  what 
is  now  Court-House  Square. 

stm  in  Bxittenoe.  The  newspaper,  born  amid  the  troubles  and 
discontents  of  those  disastrous  times,  stili 
survives,  now  as  ever  the  upholder  of  true  ana  hunest  gov- 
ernmenty  and  a  leader  in  all  that  makes  for  morality,  re- 
ligion and  right. 

The  NewapAper  was  It  WHS  high  time  that  some  influence  should 
Needed.  brought  to  bear  to  counteract  the  un- 

sound ideas  that  were  floating  through  the 
community.  The  newspaper  came  none  too  soon.  But  its 
influence  was  not  immediate.  The  movement  which  gave 
impetus  to  the  rebellion,  named  from  its  leader  —  Daniel 
Shays — had  already  begun.  Four  years  before,  tlie  first  act 
in  the  drama  was  jtlayed  at  Nortliamptu]!,  and  si)  also  tlio 
second,  that  opened  the  rebeiiioa  in  earnest,  appeared  upon 
the  same  stage. 

Tiie ]>i8o«itt«ii( lu-    Since  the  trouble  with  Ely,  practically  very 
ereaaee.  little  had  been  accomplished  to  better  the 

condition  of  affairs.  The  embers  of  discon- 
tent were  still  smouldering,  with  an  occasional  isolated  out- 
break, and  but  a  breath  was  requirod  to  cause  them  to 
burst  into  a  general  conflagration.  Of  all  the  reasons  for 
dissatisfaction  none  were  so  trivial  but  that  some  among 
the  disaffected  seized  upon  and  marshalled  them  before  the 
public.  Whatever  had  a  suspicion  of  evil  in  it  was  eagerly 
caught  up  and  paraded  in  its  darkest  hues.  Two  cl  s 
the  merchants  and  the  lawyers,  who  alone  seemed  to  be 
even  fairly  prosperous,  were  denounced  in  nnmeasured 
terms.  The  merchants,  accnsed  of  accmiuilHiinij:  wealth 
tlirougli  the  gains  of  comnvTVMs  were  aiTaigned  for  their 
liixiiriors  living,  and  cbarge<i  with  exciting  in  otliers  a 
tlesne  u*  imitate  them,  that  they  might  grow  richer  while 
they  made  the  people  poorer.  But  most  pronounced  among 
the  grievances  to  be  abated  were  lawyers.  They  were  hated 
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with  a  hatred  that  grew  by  what  it  Ced  on,  and  was  bitter 
and  deep-seated,  "With  (lie  revival  of  the  machinery  of 
the  law,  which  liad  been  to  some  extent  thrnst  aside  dur- 
ing the  struggle  for  liberty,  lawyers  became  the  most  pros- 
perous among  the  professional  classes.  Debts  had  multi- 
plied to  an  enormous  extent,  everywhere  the  law  was  in- 
voked to  enforce  payment,  and  the  attorneys  were  coining 
money.  The  demand  had  increased  the  supply  much  be» 
yond  the  ordinary  number,  and  they  soon  became  a  shining 
mark  for  the  vengeance  of  the  discontented.  This  jeal- 
ousy against  lawyers  prevailed  throughout  the  state .  They 
were  denounced  in  the  strongest  terms  of  reproach,  the 
press  was  used  to  vilify  them  and  they  were  regarded  as 
rogiies,  rascals,  and  thieves,  and  to  them  was  attributed  the 
largest  share  of  tho  ills  under  wliicli  the  country  groaned. 
Pointed  out  as  tlie  class  to  be  abolished,  the  electors  were 
strongly  urged  to  leave  thera  out  of  oflice,  and  to  instruct 
their  representatives  to  annihilate  them.  These  sentiments 
prevailed  to  such  an  extent  throughout  the  state,  tliut  law- 
yers were  very  generally  omitted  from  the  role  of  legislators 
chosen  in  1786.  Much  seems  to  have  been  anticipated  from 
this  onset  upon  the  legal  fraternity,  hut  the  malcontents  were 
greatly  disappointed  in  the  restdts  of  legislative  action. 
The  lower  house  passed  a  bill  regulating  the  practice  of 
the  law  as  well  as  the  fee  list^  but  the  Senate  refused  to 
concur,  postponing  its  consideration  to  the  next  session. 
Then  the  House  refused  to  act  upon  a  petition  from  Bristol 
County  for  an  emission  of  paper  money,  and  the  popular 
plan  of  making  real  and  personal  estate  a  tender  at  an  ap- 
praisement in  discharge  of  executions,  was  also  defeated. 
After  havinj?  Tipgatived  these  and  some  other  matters  of 
legislation  demanded  by  the  disaffected,  the  liegisiatur© 
adjourned  early  in  July.  \ 

OoBTentiom asaiQ  iaiimg  to  uarr^  out  their  propositions  lu 
*0'  the  General  Court,  the  reformers  or  "  regu- 
lators/' as  they  styled  themselves,  sought 
to  compass  their  ends  by  means  of  county  conventions. 
The  rapidity  with  which  these  meetings  followed  each  other 
points  to  a  preconcerted  plan  to  excite  the  people  to  the 
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utmost  tbroiigliout  the  Commonwealth,  aud  in  the  end 
gain  by  violeuce  what  they  d\<\  not  suru-eed  in  aceompliKh- 
ing  by  packing  the  Legislature.  Nothing  so  inflamed  tlio 
people  as  tha  discussion  by  wily  demagogues  of  their  so- 
called  grievances,  and  no  opportunity  was  better  fitted  to 
that  end  than  these  gatherings.  Voting  themselves  lawful 
and  constitutional  bodies — a  formula  that  was  never  omit- 
ted—seems to  have  endowed  them  in  the  minds  of  their 
promoters,  with  supreme  power.  While  there  was  nothing 
pertaining  to  government  that  was  not  a  grievance,  their 
principal  and  favorite  method  of  redress  was  the  stoppage 
of  the  courts.  It  was  the  one  thing  the  disaffected  could 
themselves  accom]>lish.  For  the  rest  they  must  await  the 
formal  action  of  the  constituted  government,  Tn  the  same 
breath  they  (lenounced  lawlessness  and  decried  the  only 
constituted  liiuaus  by  which  crin\e  could  be  punished. 
They  belittled  government  in  all  that  pertained  to  its  func- 
tions, and  voted  that  the  safeguards  which  protected  prop- 
erty, and  made  society  possible,  were  grievances  that  ought 
to  be  abated.  By  incendiary  appeals  they  marshalled  the 
forces  of  rebellion,  and  mildly  deprecated  overt  action.  It 
was  a  trick  of  the  demagogues  to  work  up  the  passions  of 
their  followers  to  the  simmering  point,  and  then  serenely 
implore  them  not  to  boil  over. 

The  first  of  these  conventions  that  set  the 
veauoB.  forces  of  the  unruly  in  motion,  convened 

at  Worcester,  on  the  15^''  of  August,  five 
weeks  after  the  adjonrnineut  of  the  Legislature.  A  montli 
before  the  convention  was  held  a  paper  was  circulated 
throughout  the  County  of  Worcester,  which  received  thou- 
sands of  signatures.  The  subscril)ers  bound  themselves  to 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  prevent  the  sitting  of  the  infe- 
rior Court  of  Common  Pleas  or  of  any  other  court  that 
should  attempt  to  take  property  by  distress.  They  also 
agreed  to  prevent  any  public  sales  of  personal  property 
seized  by  distress,  even  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes, till  their  grievances  were  legally  redressed.^  In 
this  convention  thirty-seven  towns  were  represented ;  the 
deplorable  state  of  the  times  was  enlarged  upon,  and  a  for- 
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midable  list  oi  giievauces  paraded  before  the  public.  They 
proclaimed  the  sitting  of  the  G^eral  Oourt  as  one  of  the 
first  causes  of  discontent ;  bewailed  the  want  of  a  circula- 
ting medium ;  complained  of  the  abuses  in  the  practice  of 
the  law  and  the  exorbitance  of  the  fee  table ;  arraigned 
the  existence  of  the  Oourt  of  Common  Pleas ;  denounced 
the  appropriating  of  revenues  derived  from  the  impost  and 
excise  to  the  pa^nnent  of  the  interest  on  the  securities ; 
found  fault  with  the  number  of  state  officials  and  their  sal- 
aries :  objected  to  the  payment  of  money  to  Congress  wliile 
njiv  public  accounts  i-emaiued  unsettled  ;  and  begged  the 
]  i'ri{>lo  not  to  resort  to  unconstitutional  or  unlawful  nieih- 
oda  of  redress.  Correspondence  with  other  counties  was 
arranged  for  and  similar  gatherings  rapidly  followed 
throughout  the  State.  The  earliest  response  to  this  appeal 
came  within  a  week,  when  another  gathering  was  had  at 
Hatfield. 

Fifty  towns  in  Hampshire  County  were  rep- 
Won.  resented  by  delegates  at  this  convention, 

held  on  the  2^  of  August.  This  assembly 
was  convened  in  consequence  of  circular  letters  from  cer- 
tain persons  in  Pelham,  who  had  been  in  all  probability, 
members  of  the  Worcester  convention.  The  meeting  in 
Hatlieid  was  three  days  in  session,  and  the  leading  ques- 
tions of  the  day  were  fully  discussed.  Upon  Ms  action  as 
upon  that  of  the  previous  convention  held  at  the  same 
place  four  years  before,  the  regulators  based  their  authority 
for  open  rebellion,  which  speedily  foUowed.  Undoubtedly 
Northampton  was  represented  in  this  convention,  though 
no  names  of  delegates  have  come  to  light.  Having  first 
voted  themselves  a  constitutional  body,  they  adopted  a  list 
of  seventeen  grievances.'  First  among  their  heavy  bur- 
dens was  the  Senate,  then  followed  the  mode  of  representa- 
tion, the  fee  table,  the  method  of  appropriating  the  im- 
post and  excise  duties,  and  the  existence  of  courts  was  not 
forgotten.  Annexed  were  -^^^'veral  recommendations  to  tlio 
towns,  suggesting  that  they  should  instruct  their  repre- 
sentatives to  endeavor  to  have  the  conclusions  of  this  con- 
vention enacted  by  the  Legislature.    Among  the  recom- 
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mendations  was  a  demand  for  paper  money  subject  to  de- 
preciation ;  another  proposed  a  revision  of  the  constitution  ; 
still  another  suggested  an  immediate  session  of  the  General 
Court  to  redress  grievjiiices  ;  the  -vvliole  winding  up  with 
the  customary  advice  to  the  iuliabitauts  of  the  county  to 
abBtain  from  all  unlawful  assemblies,  \mtil  a  constitutional 
method  of  redress  could  be  obtained. 

Beraitoc  thisAa-    Whatever  may  have  been  the  opinion  of 
Mmiriy.  this  convention,  as  ezpiiessed  by  Its  vote 

against  mob  violence,  the  real  design  of  its 
instigators  was  to  break  up  the  court  to  be  held  at  North- 
ampton the  following  week.  Mr.  Judd  in  noting  the  choice 
of  delep^ates  from  Southarapton,  adds:  —  "the  design  is  to 
break  np  the  court  next  week."^  In  this  connection  may 
be  stated  the  fact  that  in  September,  Northampton,  after 
having  tlie  list  of  grievances  set  forth  by  the  convention, 
read  aloud  in  town-meeting,  voted,  "that  the  several  arti- 
cles therein  contained  ought  not  to  be  considered  griev- 
ances, excepting  that  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  was  tmnecessary.'' 
The  hot-headed  regulators  found  in  the  Hatfield  gather- 
ing opportunity  to  air  their  vocabulary  of  oppression  with- 
out  check.  Their  harangues  inspired  their  followers  with 
a  determination  to  redress  at  least  one  of  their  grievances, 
and  four  days  afterwards,  on  the  29*^  of  August,  a  mob 
assembled  at  Northampton,  and  opened  the  first  act  in  the 
drama  of  the  Shays  rebellion  in  the  County  of  Hampshire. 

1  JuM^sDlAiy. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

SHAYS  KEBELLION. 

Opftaing  EvantB.  On  the  last  Tuesday  i ii  the  month  of  August, 
tht)  Court  of  Geuerai  Sessions  o£  the  Peace 
assembled  in  this  town,  when  it  was  met  by  a  mob  of  armed 
rioters,  fifteen  hundred^  in  nmnber,  determined  to  prevent 
it  from  transacting  any  business.  The  result  of  this  dem- 
onstration is  best  told  in  the  language  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Courts,  who  made  the  following  entry  upon  the  records : — 
"  Hampshire  ss.  At  the  Court  of  Common  Please  holden 
at  Northampton,  within  and  for  the  County  of  Hampshire 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  August,  Anno  Dommini,  1786. 

JoBtioeB  of  the  snid  Court  present,  vis. : 
Etoasar  Bortor,  £!iq. 
John  BUbs,  Esq. 
Sanmel  Hatiier,  Esq. 

"Barly  in  the  morning  of  this  Day,  there  was  collected  a  considera* 
ble  Ntimber  of  Persons  under  Arms  who  paraded  near  the  Conrt  House, 
with  a  proifeesed  Design  to  preveut  this  court  from  aittiug ;  a  commit- 
tee from  whom  pVMented  a  Petition  reqneeting  the  Conrt  wonld  not 
proceed  to  do  any  Bndneas;  the  CSoort  having  considered  thereof, 
thought  proper  to  o^f^n  the  samo  at  the  House  of  Capt.  Sam'l  Clark, 
Innbolder  in  Northampton,  &  having  continued  all  matters  pending  in 
said  Court,  to  the  term  of  this  Court  next  to  be  holdea  at  Springfield 
in  &  tor  the  County  of  Hampehire  on  the  aeeond  Tneeday  of  Korem* 
ber  next,  adjoomed  without  day. 

Att.        Robert  Brock,  der." 

Tb© Mob io  ControL    Armed,  some  with  mtiskets,  some  with 

bludgeons,  and  some  with  swords,  witix 
drums  beating  and  fifes  pla3ring,  the  mob  held  possession 
of  the  Oourt-House  till  midnight,  when  they  quietly  dis- 
persed.  They  are  represented  as  having  conducted  them- 
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selvee^  with  ''less  insolence  and  violeuce,  and  with  more 
sobriety  and  good  order,  than  is  generally  expected  from 
such  a  miscellaneous  crowd  bent  on  sucli  an  nnlawful 
errand."  No  names  of  the  leaders  of  this  demonstration, 
have  been  preeerved,  and  it  is  not  known  whether  any  of 
the  men  who  were  afterwards  foremost  in  the  rebellion, 
were  conspicuous  in  this  affair  or  not.  Their  design  was 
accomplished  with  ease,  and  for  the  time  being  lawlessness 
was  in  the  ascendant.  Appended  is  the  comment  of  an  eye- 
witness:— 

All  is  again  afloat.  No  law,  nor  order.  Prison  fall  of  criminals, 

bnt  none  can  be  pnnishe<l.  "Monarchy  is  better  tban  the  Tyranny  of  the 
mob.  Tories  appear  with  pleasant  Countenwces  others  with  long 
Faces."  Again  he  says: — "What  the  conseqnenoee  of  these  things 
n(me  can  tell.  Destmction  seems  to  await  us."  ^ 

The  aovernor'tPwKs-  Gov.  Bowdoin  met  these  lawless  proceed- 
lamatioa.  ings  by  a  Tic:ornns  proclamation,  denounc- 

ing such  treasonable  practices,  and  calling 
upon  every  citij^en  and  all  ofl&cers,  civil,  military  and  judi- 
cial, to  snppress  any  similar  riotous  assemblages,  and  bring 
their  leaders  to  condign  punislnnent.  He  also  called  the 
Legislature  together  on  the  18"'  of  October.  But  the 
spread  of  the  disorderly  sentiment  induced  him  to  change 
the  time  of  assembling  to  the  17^**  of  September. 

During  the  following  week  the  prescribed 
m^iMwir"  programme  of  stopping  the  courts  was  car- 
ried ont  in  Worcester.  A  mob  of  three 
hundred  men  and  upwards  took  possession  of  the  Conrt- 
House,  though  one  of  the  Judges  argued  with  tliem  two 
hours  without  elfect.  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  ad- 
journed sine  die  and  the  Court  of  Sessions  to  the  21"*  of 
November.  On  the  ll^*"  of  September,  Jol)  Shattuck  with 
several  hundred  men  prevented  a  session  of  the  courts  in 
Middlesex  County.  The  Court  of  Gfeneral  Sessions  was  to 
sit  at  Concord  the  following  week,  and  the  Gk>vemor 
ordered  out  the  militia  for  its  protection.  Citizens  of  Con- 
cord and  other  towns,  hoping  to  pacify  the  mob  by  lenient 
measures,  appointed  committees  to  confer  with  the  insur- 
gents, and  upon  the  recommendation  of  these  committees, 
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Rpconded  by  the  Justices  of  the  Court,,  that  no  interference 
with  the  Conrts  wonld  l)e  attempted,  the  order  calling  out 
the  militia  for  Middlesex  was  absoliitoly  eoimtermanded, 
and  that  for  iJristol  conditionally  delayed.  Having  induced 
the  governuient  to  withdraw  the  troops,  the  insurgents 
broke  faith  with  the  committees,  and  appeared  in  great 
force  at  Concord  under  command  of  Job  Shattnck.  They 
took  possession  of  the  Court-House,  and  prevented  the  ses- 
sion of  the  court.  Simultaneously  with  the  unlawful  acts 
in  Hampshire,  a  convention  was  held  in  Lenox,  Berkshire 
County.  This  body  contained  a  majority  of  conservatives, 
and  the  resuUs  of  its  deliberations  were  not  what  the  mal- 
contents desired  or  expected.  Instead  of  treason  it  pro- 
fessed loyalty  to  tbo  government,  and  voted  to  support  the 
courts  of  justice.  Oontrary  to  its  suggestionSj  however, 
when  the  court  0]>ened  at  Great  Barrington,  a  few  days 
afterwards,  a  mob  of  eight  hundred  per^^ous  assembled. 
They  not  only  prevented  the  court  from  sitting,  but  re- 
leased the  prisoners  coutined  in  the  jail.  This  mob  went  a 
step  beyond  the  others,  and  compelled  three  of  the  four 
Judges  to  sign  an  agreement  not  to  act  under  their  commis- 
sions  till  the  grievances  complained  of  had  been  redressed. 
In  Bristol  County,  though  the  orders  for  assembling  the 
militia  were  partially  countermanded,  yet  the  people  ap- 
peared under  arms,  and  the  courts  were  not  interrupted. 

Tb«criintD«icoarta   TJp  to  this  time  the  demonstrations  of  the 
Attacked.  iusurgeuts  had  been  confined  to  the  courts 

which  had  power  in  civil  suits  only,  in- 
cluding those  for  the  non-payment  of  debts  and  taxes, 
though  some  opposition  had  also  been  manifested  to  certain 
features  of  the  Probate  Conrts.  The  proceedings  of  the 
rioters  against  the  judiciary  bronglit  them  under  the  cog- 
niiiauce  of  the  criminal  courts,  and  rendered  them  liable  to 
arrest  and  trial  for  treason.  Through  the  same  means  by 
which  they  had  for  the  time  being  escaped  the  payment  of 
their  honest  debts,  they  now  sought  to  evade  punishment 
for  their  misdeeds.  By  silencing  the  criminal  courts  they 
thought  they  could  save  their  necks  in  a  manner  similar  to 
that  by  which  they  had  saved  their  money.  To  this  quar- 
ter the  attention  of  the  insurgents  was  now  directed. 
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The 8api«me  Jndiotei  Little  excuse  existed  for  an  £bttack  upon 
Court AMaiied.  tlie  Supreme  .Judicial  Court,  but  the  in- 
surgents decided  that  this  too  tanst  be  dis- 
continued. No  indictments  had  been  found  against  any  of 
the  rioters  by  these  courts  since  the  unlawful  proceedings 
commenced,  and  while  Grand  Juries  were  composed  of  the 
friends  and  neighbors  of  the  criminals,  there  was  little 
likelihood  that  any  such  action  would  be  taken.  But  the 
leaders  of  the  disturbing  element  determined  to  prevent 
the  higher  courts  from  accomplishing  business  of  any  kind. 
Heretofore  the  government  had  endeavored  to  conciliate 
the  malefactors  by  mild  treatment,  but  this  was  carrying 
opposition  to  the  law  too  far,  and  it  was  decided  to  protect 
the  courts  at  all  hazards.  The  rioters  nmdc  no  attempt  to 
conceal  their  designs,  hnt  boldly  announced  their  intention 
of  interfering  with  the  fall  session  of  the  Su}>renie  Judicial 
Court  for  Hampshire  County,  soon  to  be  held  at  Springfield. 
Gov.  Bowdoin  took  the  ground  that  uo  more  coui-ts  should 
be  "held  up"  with  impunity,  and  invoked  the  aid  of  the 
mUitia  for  their  protection.  Flushed  with  the  easy  victo- 
ries in  the  eastern  counties,  the  leaders  of  the  insurgents 
were  anticipating  equally  satisfactory  results  in  the  west- 
ern section  of  the  State. 

B  n.  of  th,  insufw  Prominent  among  the  leaders  in  Hampshire 
seat  Leaders.  Couuty  were  Daniel  Shays  of  Pelham  and 
Luke  Day  of  West  Springtieid.  The  latter 
served  through  the  Revolutionary  war.  reaching  the  grade 
of  captain,  and  by  his  bravery  and  skill  earning  the  brevet 
title  of  Major.  He  was  poor,  suffered  in  common  witli 
others,  and  was  a  man  of  plausible  speech  and  ready 
tongue,  of  which  tie  made  excellent  use  in  stirring  up  and 
keeping  alive  the  prevailing  discontent.  He  gathered  quite 
a  company  of  men,  whom  he  drilled  daily  on  West  Spring- 
field Common,  and  aspired  to  be  a  leader  in  the  movement. 
Associated  with  him  were  Elijah  Day,  Benjamin  Ely  and 
Daniel  Luddington.  Shays,  whose  notoriety  as  leader  gave 
a  name  to  the  movement,  had  also  served  in  the  Hevolu- 
tion,  but  left  the  army  in  1780.  Judge  Samuel  Hinckley, 
who  came  to  Northampton  from  Brookfield  in  1781,  gives 
the  following  account  of  Shays'  :  — 
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"  Shays  and  a  man  named  Ctitler,  (, afterwards  G^en.  Cutler),  lived  as 
hired  men  with  Mr.  Hlnckiey^i  father  at  Brookfleld,  for  two  years  pre- 
ceding the  Revolutionary  war.  Both  men  were  smart,  active  men,  and 
received  £16  fS5S.33)  per  annnm,  when  the  commou  price  was  £15  (f50). 
Shays  had  much  taste  for  the  iniiitary,  and  the  boys  wero  in  the  hal)it 
of  assembling  with  wooden  guns  and  swords,  and  Shays  would  exereia^ 
them.  Mr.  HincUey  had  often  marched  in  that  company.  Whm  the 
company  of  minnte  men  was  formed  in  1774,  Rnf  us  Putnam  was  Gap* 
tain,  and  Shays  and  Cutler  were  Sergeants.  They  had  no  T)ells  and  no 
cannon  in  Brookfield,  and  all  alarms  were  t^iven  by  conch  shells.  The 
day  after  the  battle  of  I^exii^tou,  the  shells  were  sounded,  and  Capt. 
Patnam'B  company  soon  marched.  Gapt.  Putnam  was  speedily  promot* 
ed  to  the  rank  of  ma^or,  and  Shays  and  Culler  became  of&cers  in  a 
short  time.  Shays  continued  in  the  army  till  1780,  when  he  had  the 
ranJk  of  Lieat.  When  Lafayette  came  over,  he  brought  a  large  number 
of  elegant  swords,  many  of  which  he  gave  to  thB  snhordinate  officers 
of  the  army.  Shays  recrtved  one  of  them,  but  as  he  had  a  good  one 
already,  he  sold  the  one  given  him  by  Lafayette.  This  excited  the  in* 
digrnation  of  his  comply,  and  of  the  officers  of  his  regiment.  An  out- 
cry was  made  aboat  his  meanness  in  selling  the  gift  of  Lafayette.  The 
officers  refused  to  associate  with  him,  and  talked  about  tfy^ig  him  hy 
Court  Martial  for  his  base  conduct.  He  resigned  and  came  home  much 
incensed  against  the  other  officers,  and  even  against  Washington.  He 
was  a  disappointed  man.  The  people  of  Brookfield  censured  him,  and 
even  his  father-in-law,  Capt.  Daniel  Gilbert,  whose  daughter  he  mar- 
ried after  the  war  commenced,  blamed  him,  and  made  severe  remarks 
about  his  selling  the  sword.  He  remained  in  Brookfidd  a  few  years 
and  then  removed  to  Pelham. 

"On  Election  day,  in  May,  1786,  Col.  Porter's  n'gimeut  met  in  Had- 
iey,  and  shays  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  Pelham  company.  Hia  ac- 
tivity and  his  offioer-Iifce  appearance,  ezdted  admiration,  and  were  the 
subjects  of  much  conversation*'* 

The  AfTaiptoSiMrtog.   Tucsdaj,  September  96*''.  was  the  time  ap- 
field.  pointed  for  the  reguhir  session  of  the  Su- 

preme Court  at  Springhohi.  Aware  that 
preparations  were  being  made  to  interfere  with  this  court, 
the  Governor  ordered  out  the  militia  of  Hampshire  County, 
and  gave  the  command  to  Gruu.  William  Shepherd  of  West- 
field.  The  troops  began  to  assemble  on  the  23**,  when  about 
one  hundred  twenty  of  them  took  possession  of  the  Court- 
House,  and  before  the  session  of  the  court  commenced,  one 
thousand  or  more  were  on  the  ground.  The  insurgents, 
under  the  command  of  Shays,  were  of  nearly  equal  num- 
bers, but  were  poorly  armed,  only  about  one  half  of  them 
having  guns.   At  the  appointed  time  the  Judges  appeared 
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and  the  court  was  opened.    But  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  most  of   whoTii  were  under  arms 
guarding  the  Court-Honse,  no  business  could  bo  done. 
Great  numbers  of  people  flocked  into  the  town  during  the 
^ay,  joining  one  side  or  the  other.    Some  of  the  militia 
companies  ordered  out  to  protect  the  courts,  went  oyer  to 
tlie  insurgents  bodily.   For  an  insignia  the  malcontents 
adopted  a  sprig  of  hemlock,  which  each  man  placed  in  his 
hat,  while  the  law  and  order  men  pinned  a  piece  of  white 
paper  to  their  head-gear.   Finding  that  the  government 
party  were  acting  on  the  defensive.  Shays  sent  an  insolent 
demand  to  the  court,  stating  on  what  conditions  he  would 
disband  his  forces.   His  first  requisite  was  that  no  indict- 
ments should  be  found  against  bis  men  for  their  acts,  either 
at  Northampton  or  Springfield  ;  he  proposed  that  no  civil 
cases  should  be  tri^'d  oxcept  where  both  parties  were  will- 
ing :  and  finally  he  demanded  that  the  militia  then  in  the 
field  should  not  be  paid  for  their  services.    A  prompt  and 
vigorous  denial  was  made  to  these  ])reposterous  pro{)ogi- 
tions,  the  court  declaring  its  intention  to  execute  the  law 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  statutes.  This 
Teply  exasperated  the  rioters  more  than  ever  and  they 
threatened  to  attack  the  militia.  Then  they  whined  to  the 
court,  complaining  that  the  government  forces  had  insulted 
them,  and  would  not  permit  them  to  march  where  they 
pleased.    They  were  told  that  they  could  go  where  they 
wanted  to,  provided  they  behaved  themselves  properly. 
Accordingly  they  paraded  back  and  forth  before  the 
militia,  possibly  with  the  liope  of  intimidating  them.    It  is 
claimed  that  Shays  with  difficulty  prevented  his  followers 
from  firing  upon  the  soldiers.    On  the  third  day,  when  it 
became  apparent  that  no  jury  could  be  impaneled,  the  court 
adjourned,  deciding  not  to  attempt  to  open  a  coart  in  Berk- 
shire County,  as  had  been  the  custom.    The  militia  re- 
mained upon  the  ground,  and  the  mob,  madder  than  ever, 
threatened  to  drive  them  away.  They  marched  valiantly 
up  and  down  in  front  of  the  government  forces,  but  deem- 
ing "  discretion  the  better  part  of  valor,"  eventually  retired 
to  their  former  position.  Gen.  Shepherd,  considering  the 
arsenal  of  more  importance  than  an  empty  Gourt-House, 
stationed  his  forces  so  as  to  cover  that  point.   The  insur- 
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gents  at  once  capturf  l  the  abandoned  Coiiit-Honse.  and 
after  enjoying  their  triumph  for  a  single  day,  dispersed. 
Soon,  after  the  military  were  withdrawn. 

Mr.  J udd's  Account    Jonathan  Jndd  Jr.,  of  Southampton,  was 
ottheOemoBstM-        of  ^he  men  who  volunteered  at  the  call 
of  the  authorities  to  oppose  the  rioters, 
and  at  the  risk  of  some  slight  repetition,  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  his  diary  are  giyen :  — 

"  Tuesday  [Sept.]     1786,  60  or  70  of  the  Militia  set  off  for  Spring- 

field,  very  early  to  support  the  Government.  Abont  B  I  set  out,  some 
from  Westhampoou  likewise  got  to  Springfield  about  10.  Militia  at  tke 
Court  Hdase  and  the  mob  above  Ferry.  About  1  the  Mob  marebed 
down  in  order  and  back;  about  900  armed  and  unarmed.  Gtovemment 
npwards  of  1000.  Court  sit  in  the  afternoon.  A  very  sorrowful  day. 
Brother  against  Brother.  Father  against  Sou.  The  Mob  threaten  the 
Lives  of  all  that  oppose  them.    Came  away  about  gunset. 

"Wednesday,  87.  Went  with  Dr.  Woodbridge  about  9.  Qot  to 
Springfield  by  12.  liines  are  drawn  and  Gentories  leapt  by  each  Party. 
Loolfs  more  threatening  than  yesterday.  Committees  from  each  have 
met  bnt  caimot  agree.  Court  did  bosiiieea  in  the  P.  M.  our  situation 
18  truly  deplorable.  An  alarm  abont  7 ;  but  reet  of  the  Night  was 
Quiet. 

"Thursday  28.  Mob  threaten  much  but  they  are  not  coming.  Those 
who  threaten  most  do  the  least.  The  agreement  nearly  completed  yes- 
terday is  finished.  Militia  march  on  to  the  Hill>  the  Mob  march  and 
oonntermarch  thro  the  Town.  Militia  discharged  about  8  P.  M.  Mob 
are  hif^  yet,  not  lowered  tho  [tiiey  bave]  lost  their  vim.  I  came  away 
about  5  ;  nothing  but  fire  and  Smoke  where  the  Mob  are. 

**  Fryday  29.   MiUHa.  got  home  in  afternoon.'* 

other  Yoinnteers.  Ko  record  of  the  militia  from  this  town  who 
served  on  this  occasion  has  been  found. 
Undoubtedly  Northampton  sent  its  quota,  but  the  muster> 
roll  has  not  been  preserved.  People  who  went  to  Spring- 
field as  lookers-on,  organized  themselves  into  companies  on 
the  spot,  received  arms,  and  joined  the  ranks  of  the  militia. 
A  mnster-roll  is  extant  which  contains  the  names  of  eig'hty 
persons,  wlio  thus  organized  themselves  after  reaclung-  the 
scene  of  tlie  fl  if^hirhanee.    It  beai'S  tins  endor.somont  :  — 

*'The  above  gentic-me?'  who  were  spectators  in  the  Great  Mob  at 
Sjningfield,  Sept.  l  roO,  at  the  Time  when  the  insnrg^ts  collected 
to  Break  up  the  Supreme  Court,  and  made  choice  of  Qen.  Warham 
Parks  as  Capt,  Buggies  Woodbtldge,  Lieut,  061.  WUtmore  2^  do., 
Lt.  Seth  Oolten,  Ensign,  who  cbeaxfnily  accepted  the  command  of  the 
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oomp&ny  &  after  being  organized  were  armed  at  tbe  Public  Store.** 
There  ia  a  fttrtber  endoraeinent  of  "  0  dos.  Aims  sent  in  a  Waggon.*' 

Few  if  any  of  the  persons  named  on  the  roll  were  from 
Northampton^  Levi  Shepherd  being  the  only  one  known  to 
have  belonged  here.  Some  were  from  Southampton,  others 
were  probably  residents  of  Springfield,  West  Springfield, 
Longmeadow  and  Westfield. 

The  Mob  in  Berk-  "Wlien  (lie  conrt  rlei  Kied  not  to  hold  a  ses- 
siou  in  Berkshire  Count}'",  the  malcontents 
therein  professed  to  believe  that  it  was  only 
a  ruse,  and  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting,  appeared 
in  great  force  at  Great  Barrington.  Disappointed  at  not 
finding  any  court  to  overawe,  the  crowd  became,  turbulent 
and  vented  their  rage  upon  such  government  of&cials  and 
supporters  of  existing  laws  as  they  could  lay  their  hands 
upon.  A  number  of  houses  were  searched,  several  persons 
fired  upon,  and  much  lawlessness  perpetrated. 

Legislative  Action  R«-   Mcanwhilo  thc  Legislature  came  together 
seuted bj  tha Mob.     and  tlie  Governor  in  his  address  strongly 

condemned  the  course  of  the  insurgonts. 
Immediately  the  discontented  in  Worcester.  Middlesex  and 
Suffolk  Counties  met  in  conventions  a.nd  drew  uj*  petitions 
in  which  tlieir  grievances  were  recited  and  legislation  agree- 
able to  their  ideas  suggested.  Other  petitions,  similar  in 
character,  came  from  towns  in  all  sections  of  the  Common- 
wealth. These  documents  were  taken  into  consideration 
by  the  Gteneral  Court,  and  a  number  of  acts  calculated  to 
bring  about  a  better  state  of  affairs,  were  i>assed.  The 
action  of  the  Ck>vemor  in  calling  ont  the  militia  was  ap- 
proved, and  payment  for  their  services  voted.  While  the 
session  was  in  progress,  the  time  came  for  holding  the  Su- 
preme Court  at  Taunton,  and  effectual  means  were  provided 
for  its  protection.  Similar  preparations  were  made  to  pro- 
tect the  court  to  be  holden  at  Cambridge  the  following 
week. 

Bheys  Uoeten  hie 

On  the  33^  of  October,  Shays  issued  an  order 
Forces.  from  his  headquarters  at  Pelham  to  the 

selectmen  in  the  different  towns  in  Hamp- 
shire County,  requesting  them,  inasmuch  as  the  General 
Conrt  had  determined  to  punish  all  who  appeared  to  stop 
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the  courts,  to  assemble  their  men  together,  '*  to  see  that 
they  were  well  armed  and  equipped  with  sixty  rounds  each 
man,  and  to  be  ready  to  turn  Qut  at  a  minute's  warning ; 
likewise  to  be  properly  organized  with  officers."  ^  Xh© 
House  of  BepresentatiyeB  had  manifested  a  deeire  to  tem* 
porize,  but  this  defiance  of  Shays  seemed  to  brace  them  up, 
and  a  bill  was  passed  to  suspend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
and  to  empower  the  Goyemor  to  arrest  and  imprison  with> 
out  bail  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion.  Among  the  measures 
passed  by  the  Legislature  for  the  relief  of  the  prevailing 
distress,  were:^a  provision  for  collecting  the  arrear  of 
taxes  in  specific  articles,  an  act  making  real  and  personal 
estate  a  tender  in  discharj^e  of  executions,  and  for  render- 
ing law  processes  less  expensive,  as  well  as  a  promise  that 
in  future,  if  possible,  the  sessions  of  the  General  Court 
should  be  held  in  Boston.  A  riot  act  was  also  passed  im- 
posing penalties  upon  all  who  were  in  rebellion,  such  as 
confiscation  of  property,  punishment  by  whipping,  impris- 
onment, etc.  At  the  same  time  indemnity  was  provided 
by  which  all  who  submitted  according  to  the  terms  offered 
should  be  pardoned.  After  a  session  of  two  months,  on  the 
18*^  of  November,  the  Legislature  adjourned,  having  in 
addition  to  its  other  proceedings  issued  an  address  to  the 
people.  Its  acts,  however,  did  not  satisfy  the  malcontents, 
and  they  were  as  bold  and  defiant  as  ever.  Construing  the 
leniency  of  the  government  as  an  indication  of  weakness, 
the  mob  continued  the  business  of  holding  conventions  and 
stopping  the  courts  as  vigorously  as  before.  A  convention 
was  at  once  held  in  Worcester  County,  which  adopted  an 
address  to  the  public,  in  which  the  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture was  strongly  condemned.  The  course  of  the  mob  in 
opposing  the  courts  was  also  disapproved  and  the  people 
advised  not  to  do  so  any  more.  Before  this  document  was 
issued  the  mob  assembled  at  Worcester,  when  the  Novem- 
ber term  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  came  on,  and 
succeeded  in  preventing  it  from  transacting  any  business. 

The  6oT«niiiifliit  D«-  Measures  were  at  once  taken  by  the  Qor- 
cidps  to  Froteot  um  emor  to  arrest  the  leaders  of  the  mob  and 
judiciwy.  protect  the  courts.    The  militia  were 

ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  active  service, 
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and  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  the  most  prominent  men 
among  the  insurgents  were  issued.  As  the  time  approached 
for  holding  the  December  term  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  at  Canibrirlge,  indications  of  disturbance  appeared, 
and  Gov.  Bowdoin  ordered  seven  regiments  of  miUiia  to 
be  ready  to  marcli  at  a  momenVs  notice.  Another  attempt 
to  placate  the  mobj  similar  to  that  which  had  heen  so  un- 
successfully tried  a  short  time  before,  was  made.  Prom- 
ises were  given  by  influential  citizens  that  if  the  insurgents 
would  make  no  demonstration,  the  soldiers  would  not  ap- 
pear. In  spite  of  this  pledge,  which  was  readily  accepted 
by  the  agitators,  a  large  "body  of  them  gathered  at  Concord, 
expecting  reinforcements  from  Bristol,  Hampshire  and 
Worcester.  Bnt  the  militia  received  no  orders  to  march. 
This  new,  but  by  no  means  unexpected  act  of  duplicity, 
led  the  Governor  to  take  more  decisive  action,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  horsemen  was  quickly  dispatclied  to  arrest  the 
leaders.  Tn  a  short  time  Parker,  Page  aiid  Shattuck,  were 
in  the  hands  of  the  law.  The  latter  fought  bravely  for  his 
liberty,  and  was  sorely  wounded. 

A  DemoQstratioa  at    Earl^'  in  December,  a  thousand  men  were 
WoroMt«r.  gathered  at  Worcester  under  command  of 

Shays,  most  of  whom  were  billeted  upon 
the  inhabitants.  Among  the  reinforcements  drawn  from 
this  county  were  about  one  hundred  fifteen  men  from 
Belchertown,  West  Springfield  and  Longmeadow,  com- 
manded by  Luke  Day.  In  addition  to  the  men  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Day  when  he  reached  Leicester, 
about  fifty  more  followed  and  afterwards  joined  him.  F<  >1 
lowing  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Springfield,  dated 
Dec.  4,  1786:  — 

"  By  the  best  accounts  I  can  get,  Capt.  Day  necdved  orders  yesterday, 
by  exi^ress,  from  Capt,  Shays,  to  march  to  Worcester,  all  the  men  he 
could  raise.  He  hath  spared  no  pains  to  collect  them.  However  1  ex- 
pect two*tlilrdfl  of  the  men  whom  he  eaqiectB,  will  fail  him.  Perhaps 
his  party  from  Westfield  and  West  S^pdngfleld  wUl  consiet  of  100  or  800 
men.  The  mob  party  from  Long  Meadow  have  this  moment  arrived, 
after  two  or  three  ezpreases  sent  them ;  but  their  number  is  only  four 
poor  boys."  * 

1  Hampshire  GM«tte«  Dee.  90, 178B. 
St 
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The  Mob  ExoUed.  Wlieu  the  iiews  of  tlio  arrest  of  ihe  insur- 
gent leaders  reached  Worcester,  great  ex- 
citement ensued.  Some  were  ready  to  give  np  the  struggle 
and  return  home ;  others  were  in  favor  of  marching  to 
Boston  to  release  them.  The  weather  was  extremely  cold, 
the  roads  blocked  by  hnge  drifts  of  snow,  and  many  of  the 
insurgenia  were  disinclined  to  fight  both  tbe  government 
and  the  elements.  While  there  was  little  to  fear  from  any 
movement  by  the  mob  upon  Boston,  precautions  were  taken 
to  secure  the  chief  city  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  mili- 
tia of  Mid  llosex:  were  put  under  marcbing  orders,  and  the 
chief  command  given  to  Gen.  Lincoln. 

Shays  BetEMta.  Instead  of  advancing,  however.  Shays  re- 
treated, and  then  commenced  Uie  real  suf- 
ferings of  his  part5\  With  the  merr'ury  far  below  zero, 
the  snow  deep  and  much  drifted,  with  scaarce  any  provi- 
sions, and  marching  through  a  country  in  which  tbey 
found  little  sympathy,  the  retreat  became  disastrous  and 
disheartening  in  the  extreme.  Cold  and  hungry,  weak  and 
exhausted,  many  of  them  were  frozen  to  deatb,  and  scarce 
any  escaped  without  marks  of  frost  upon  their  persons. 
Notwithstanding  these  hardships  the  leaders  managed  to 
keep  their  men  together,  and  very  few  of  them  disbanded. 
Shays  with  the  largest  contingent  retreated  to  Butland, 
where  he  remained  some  time. 


Nork]iMDp«oo Oreeta   Many  of  the  mob,  however,  had  had 
tlieMob.  enough  of  winter  campaigning,  and  set 

out  for  home  as  soon  as  possible.  A  squad 
of  Berkshire  malcontents  marclied  through  this  town  ou 
their  homeward  way.  The  reception  they  met  with  and 
its  results  are  thus  reported  in  the  Hampshire  Gazette  of 
December  13*^ :  — 

"  On  Monday  last,  as  a  party  of  theBerkabire  humrgenta  were  letam- 
ing  from  WoroeBtor,  throni^  this  town,  a  UtHe  ludicrous  jocnlarity 
from  six  or  eight  of  l^e  unarmed  inhaUtanta,  produced  abnsiTe  and 

insnltine:  langnage,  and  oven  a  violent  onset  witli  ftwords,  grms,  bayo- 
nets; some  of  each,  party  were  badly  wounded  in  the  rencountre,  which 
mnsl  have  ended  seriouelj,  bad  not  the  speedy  and  timelT  coUectiom  of 
the  inhabitants,  under  their  proper  officers  prevented. 
"The  alfoir  was  hapUy  terminated  by  a  oompromise ;  alUiongh  hj 
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information  from  some  of  fhe  iniargents  and  otbearSi  some  Idnd  of  in> 
jury  to  tbe  mhabitants  of  this  town  was  evidently  preconoerted. 

"  From  the  present  iuflammable  temper  of  many  minds,  the  neoeesity 
of  avoiding  even  the  smallest  appearance  of  mdeness  and  insult,  will 
be  rei^ized  by  every  worthy  member  of  society.  In  aucb  eircumstanceSt 
even  oommon  jocnlaalty  may  be  mlaconafcraed  and  eventaaUy  aitbended 
with  conseqnmoes  that  must  make  hunanity  ehndder  t  and  fill  every 
man  of  feeling  anfl  f^fn flibillty  with  horror  ! 

"On  the  oveniui^  if  the  11'''  inst.  WilHam  Hartley,  one  of  the  insnr* 
gents,  returumg  througti  this  town  to  Williamsburg,  hia  place  of  reei- 
denoe.  was  nnfortwiately,  Qmng  mnch  fatigued)  overcome  witii  the 
intense  severity  of  the  weather.  TTis  body  was  fonnd  the  next  morn- 
ing near  the  road  to  Mill-stone  Mountain  Plain,  by  some  of  the  same 
paarty*  who  applied  to  the  coronor  to  snmmon  his  Inquest,  whose  ver- 
dict after  regnlar  process,  was  that  he  came  to  his  death  by  the  mis- 
chance of  severe  odd.** 

Animporteatcoo-   On  Tuesday,  November  7^^,  in  obedience  to 
▼entioB.  snmrnons  of  Ool.  Bonney,  a  convention 

consisting  of  thirty-two  delegates  from 
twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  towns  assei]nT)le(I  at  Hadley, 
which  continued  in  session  three  days.  Its  first  business 
was  to  appoint  a  committee  "to  consider  and  draft  an 
answer  to  the  late  publications  Id  tlie  Hannpslnre  Herald 
and  Gazette,  nndor  the  signature  of  Old  Republican.'* 
This  (to  jndge  by  the  tniie  the  convention  spent  upon  it) 
seems  to  have  been  considered  as  much  the  greatest  griev- 
ance. They  also  resolved  that  the  office  of  Registry  of 
Deeds  and  the  Courts  of  Probate  as  constituted  by  law,  wei*e 
grievances.  A  committee  was  also  appointed  to  correspond 
with  the  standing  committees  of  other  counties,  and  a  vote 
was  passed  to  send  letters  to  such  towns  in  the  county  as 
were  not  represented.  The  convention  then  adjourned  to 
meet  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Dickinson  in  Hatfield,  on  the 
of  January,  1787.  The  committee  appointed  to  reply  to 
Old  Eepublican,  declined  to  serve.  The  convention  met 
agreeably  to  adjournment,  and  issued  an  address,  advising 
the  insurgents  to  lay  aside  their  arms  and  petition  the  Leg- 
islature for  a  T-edress  of  our  grievances,"  and  once  more 
adjourned  to  meet  at  Mi'.  Goodman's.  innhoh_k^r  in  Iladley, 
on  the  third  Tuesday  in  March.  But  before  that  time  the 
backbone  of  the  rebellion  had  been  broken,  and  nothing 
more  concerning  its  proceedings  has  been  recorded.  Con- 
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ventioiis  had  lost  their  hold  upon  the  conimiinity.  They 
had  becomo  the  mouthpiece  of  the  mob,  and  many  towns 
in  the  county  refused  to  send  delegates  to  this  one.  All 
that  had  been  accomplished  by  them  seems  to  haye  been  by 
the  rule  of  contraries.  Each  one  of  them  advocated  the 
abolition  of  the  courts,  but  voted  against  armed  opposition 
to  them.  It  is  a  fact  that  only  in  the  counties  in  which 
conventions  had  been  held,  had  open  rebellion  and  outrage 
actually  taken  place.  Now  on  the  ere  of  the  greatest  con- 
fiict  between  the  rebels  and  the  government,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  lay  down  arms  and  petition.  The  same  rule  of 
contraries  still  applied. 

The  Babels  State  Emboldened  by  their  success  in  breaking  up 
tiuir  Case.  ^ihe  courts  in  Worcester  County,  the  insur- 
gents next  turned  their  attention  to  those  of 
Hampshire.  Their  first  demonstration  was  an  address  to 
the  people,  issued  by  Daniel  Gray,  chairman  of  a  commit- 
tee appointed  for  that  purpose.  It  was  dated  at  Worcester, 
and  in  it  were  cited  the  principal  causes  of  the  late  ris- 
ings of  the  people,  and  also  of  their  present  movement. 
They  were  in  brief the  **  present  expensive  mode  of  collect- 
ing debts,  which  by  re  ison  of  the  great  scarcity  of  cash, 
will  fill  the  jails,  and  thereby  render  a  reputable  body  of 
people  incai)able  of  being  serviceable  either  to  themselves 
or  the  community  ; "  the  money  '*  raised  by  impost  and  ex- 
cise being  appropriated  to  discharge  tlie  interest  of  govern- 
ment secui-ities  and  not  the  foreign  debt  when  these  securi- 
ties are  not  subject  to  taxation ; "  "a  suspension  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus "  the  unlimited  power  granted  to 
civil  officers  by  the  riot  act,''  and  indemnifying  them  in 
the  prosecution  thereof,"  when  they  are  actuated  by  mo- 
tives of  ^'revenge,  hatred  and  envy."  Following  this  list 
of  grievances  was  a  communication  from  Thomas  Grover, 
dated  at  Worcester,  in  which  "in  defence  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  "  he  demands : — the  removal  of  the 
General  Court  from  Boston ;  a  revision  of  the  constitution  ; 
stopping  the  payment  of  interest  on  government  securities 
that  had  been  purchased  by  speculators  at  a  discount ;  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  and 
the  payment  of  the  proceeds  towards  the  domestic  debt ; 
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the  money  raised  b}'  iiYipost  and  exoise  to  be  used  to  dis- 
charge the  foreign  debt :  the  repeal  of  the  supplementary 
aid  act ;  "the  total  abolition  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  and  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  ;**  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  office  of  Deputy  Sheriff,  and  that  constables  be 
empowered  to  do  their  dnties.  These  documents  were  pub- 
lished ill  the  Hampshire  Gazette  of  Dec.  27.  The  next 
week  a  communication  appeared  in  the  same  paper,  stating 
that  Thomas  Grover,  who  belonged  in  Montague,  hearing 
th^lt  a  movement  was  on  foot  to  capture  him,  with  his 
usual  presence  of  mind  and  wonted  audacity,  boldly  put 
on  his  snow  shoes  and  took  to  the  woods  to  secure  himself 
from  the  danger  and  duplicate  grievance  of  being  taken 
and  brought  to  justice/' 

A  comiLittee  of  In  order  the  better  to  carry  out  their  de- 
strategy,  signs,  the  rebel  leaders  sought  to  organize 
their  forces,  and  a  committee  of  seventeen 
was  chosen  from  among  the  companies  in  the  county  to 
accomplish  this  end.  The  list  contains  no  name  from 
Northampton. 

The  Dttmonatrstion  Notwithstanding  this  war  of  words  on  the 
at  8priDgfl«id.  part  of  the  regulators,  no  demonstration 
was  made  by  either  party,  either  to  assail 
or  protect  the  courts.  A  court  met  at  Springfield  on  the 
36*''  of  December.  The  following  account  of  what  took 
place  at  that  time  is  copied  from  the  Hampshire  Gazette  of 
January  3,  1787  :— 

"  The  Court  nf  rieiieral  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  by  the  late  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  were  directed  to 
be  holden  at  Springfield,  ou  the  26^^  ult.  lu  the  morniug  of  that  day 
a  nmnber  o(  anned  men  took  poBsession  of  the  gmmd  near  tbe  Conrt 
House,  with  an  aTowed  design  to  prevent  the  Ju.i  s  entering  the 
lionf?e.  A  committee  from  the  insurgents  waited  on  the  Justice*  with 
a  request,  that  the  courts  might  not  be  opened,  and  intimations  were 
given  that  very  di^greeable  conseqnencee  would  foUow,  in  case  of  non> 
compUanoe,  and  sentinels  were  placed  at  the  door  of  the  room  where 
the  Jusdcee  had  assembled.  As  no  Jurors  had  been  snmmoned*  and  no 
business  was  proposed  to  be  done,  if  there  had  been  no  opposliion,  ex- 
cept choosing  a  Clerk,  and  so  no  force  bad  been  collected  or  attempted 
to  be  collected  to  Bnpp<»ft  the  courts,  the  Justices  present  thought  it 
pmdent  and  necessary  to  inform  the  said  committee  that  the  courts 
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would  not  be  opened  at  that  time.  The  committep  requested  an  answer 
in  writing ;  the  Jnsticeg  informed  them,  if  they  expected  a  written 
9xumex,  they  nuMt  e^bit  their  request  in  writhig ;  they  retired  and 
won  after  prodoced  their  written  request,  of  which  the  following  ia  a 
copy:  — 

"Sprioufiald,  Deo.  90, 1786. 
W«  zoqioest  fhe  Bon.  JndgBsof  this  Court,  not  to  open  Mid  Court  nt  this  term  nor 

do  aay  kind  of  business  wbatsoeror,  Imt  all  kind*  of  buslaow  remain  m  thooglk  no 
•ocb  court  had  baea  appointed. 

Lvu  DAT 

nA^^F:L  Shats 
Thomas  Gbovrr." 

*'  To  wliich  the  following  answer  was  returned : — 

•'Bpitogfleld,  Dm.  SB,  1786. 
"  The  Jiislices  of  the  Court  of  Comnian  Pleas  and  Court  of  Oeneral  Sessions  of  the 
Feaoo,  no v  assemUad  at  Spcioxfleld,  in  oonsideimtlon  of  tlw  oppoiitlon  mad*  to  tlio 
opening  of  tlie  Mid  Coutts,  bave  doteimlnod  not  to  do  tstj  buatneM  or  open  ttia  Mid 
Courts  tbla  term. 

Eleazar  Porter." 

''Boon  after  which  the  insuigents  amomxting  ae  was  sappoaed  to 
about  300  quietly  dispersed." 

The  GoTemment  When  the  report  of  the  above  transaction 
reached  Boiston,  the  goverament  determined 
to  take  vigorous  and  effective  measures  to 
support  tlie  laws.  The  January  session  of  the  courts  for 
Worcester  County  was  at  hand,  and  they  must  be  thor- 
oughly and  effectively  protected.  It  was  decided,  there- 
fore, to  raise  an  army  of  four  thousand  four  hundred  men 
to  serve  for  thirty  days  and  crush  the  rebellion.  The 
quotas  from  Hampshire  and  Worcester  Counties  were  the 
largest  and  comprised  twelve  hundred  men  each.  Those 
from  this  connty  were  to  rendezvous  at  Springfield  on  the 
18^^  of  January.  The  com  maud  was  conferred  on  Major 
Benj.  Lincoln,  There  was  no  naoney  in  the  State  Treasury 
to  meet  the  expenditure  entailed  by  this  proceeding  and  no 
means  of  providing  for  it  at  such  short  notice.  This  diffi- 
culty was  surmounted  by  the  efforts  of  a  number  of  pat- 
riotic citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  volunLaniy 
loaned  to  the  government  the  sum  needed.  It  was  subse- 
quently repaid  by  a  vote  of  the  Legislature.  An  address 
was  issued  by  the  Qovemor,  in  which  he  enumerated  the 
measures  taken  to  enforce  the  laws,  and  called  upon  the 
people  to  co-operate  with  the  government  in  restoring  order, 
harmony  and  peace  within  the  Commonwealth. 
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The  insnrErenta  Pre-  The  addross  of  the  Qovemor  was  dated 
pare  to  R«8ist.  t:lie  12'''  of  January.  On  the  15''',  the  in- 
surgf^nts  presonted  a  manifesto,  signed  Ijy 
Sliuys  and  four  other  leaders,  to  the  company  officers 
throughout  the  county,  urging  the  assembliug  oi"  their 
commands,  well  armed  and  equipped  with  ten  days'  pro- 
visions, and  that  they  march  in  season  to  be  at  or  near  Dr. 
Hinds  in  Pelham,  by  Friday,  the  19*^  inst.  In  this  docn- 
ment  it  is  asserted  that  the  **  Gk>y6mor  and  his  adherents  *' 
had  not  only  determined  to  support  the  courts  "by  the 
point  of  the  sword/'  but  to  crush  the  power  of  the  people 
at  one  bold  stroke,  and  render  them  incapable  of  ever  op- 
posing the  cruel  power,  Tyranny  by  bringing  those  who 
have  steped  forth  to  ward  off  the  evil  that  threatens  the 
people  with  immediate  ruin,  to  an  unconditioned  submis- 
sion, and  their  leaders  with  an  infamous  pnnishmenf  ^ 

TheArMnaltotra     In  Springfield  had  been  established  during 
Seitad.  the  Revolution  a  Federal  arsenal.    It  was 

located  on  the  site  oi"  the  present  Armory, 
and  contained  a  number  of  muskets  and  a  few  field-pieces, 
besides  a  small  amount  of  military  stores.  Shays  and  his 
party  determined  to  seize  this  depository  before  the  soldiers 
under  Gen.  Lincoln  should  arrive.  Gen.  Shepherd,  in  ac- 
cordance with  orders  from  headquarters,  at  once  occupied 
the  post.  He  had  under  him  about  twelve  hundred*  men, 
militia  of  Hampshire  County.  A  large  number  of  these 
men  were  from  towns  in  this  vicinity,  many  of  whom  had 
coll<^cted  at  Northain])ton  on  tlie  17^^  of  January.  On  the 
mornmg  of  the  following  day,  about  one  hundred  sleighs, 
filled  with  soldiers,  left  this  town  for  Springfield.  About 
one  hundred  thirty  of  them  were  from  Northampton  and 
between  fifty  and  sixty  from  Southampton.  Nearly  all  the 
people  of  the  Hamptons  and  Hadleys  were  on  the  side  of 
the  government.  The  insurgents  or  regulators  began  to 
collect  at  West  Springfield  on  the  19^,  and  on  the  31**, 
their  number  at  that  place  was  three  hundred  fifty,  which 
was  soon  increased  to  five  hundred  or  six  himdred.  They 

1  Hunpahlte  Oacette,  Jan*yM«,198r. 

S  TlM  newspapera  of  the  day  put  the  niiinb«r  ftt  flfteea  hmdivd,  ftnd  Dr.  HoUaad 
SlTM  it  M  etoren  ImiidTed. 
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were  commanded  by  Capt.  Luke  Day.  *  Another  body  of 
four  hundred  insurgents  from  Berkshire^  commanded  by 
Bli  Parsons,  was  at  Chicopee,  while  Shays  with  eleven 
hundred  more  was  approaching  along  the  "Bay  Path.'' 
Qen.  Lincoln  was  at  Worcester  on  the  31'*.  The  intention 
of  the  rebels  was  to  attack  and  defeat  Gen.  Shepherd's 
small  force  before  the  commander-in-chief  should  arrive. 

xflocts  to  Combine    Connecticut  Biver  intervened  between  the 
fboaobeiPoraao.    divisions  of  Day  and  Shays.   On  the  24** 

of  January,  tlie  latter  sent  a  messenger  to 
Day,  informing  him  that  he  should  attack  Gen.  Shepherd 
the  next  day,  and  urging  Day  to  cross  the  river  to  his 
assistance.  But  Day  was  not  ready,  and  sent  back  word 
that  he  could  not  co-operate  in  the  attack  till  the  26*".  On 
his  return  the  me?^PTiG''^r  was  captured  and  his  dispatch 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Uen.  Shepherd.  Ignorant  of  the 
decision  of  Day,  Shays,  expecting  his  as^>istance,  advanced 
at  the  appointed  time. 

I>«7  Summons  deo.  Before  Shays  appeared,  Day,  relying  iipuii 
ShepiMcd  to  Sox^  the  safe  transmission  of  his  dispatch,  sent 
the  following  summons  to  Gen.  Shepherd. 
In  all  probability  he  believed  that  his 'missive  would  end 
the  strife,  and  that  the  glory  of  the  victory  would  fall  to 
htm. 

**H6ad  QiuiTtexs,  West  Springfield,  Jany  25, 1787. 

**  The  body  of  the  people  assemhled  in  aims,  adhi  rinp:  to  tho  first  priii- 
oiples  in  natural  s^lf-preservatiOD,  do  in  tbe  most  pereuptory  mauuer 
demand, 

That  the  troops  in  Springfield  lay  down  their  arma 

"  9.  That  their  arms  be  deposited  in  the  public  stores,  under  the  care 
of  the  proper  officers,  to  be  returned  to  their  owners  at  the  tenninatioa 

of  the  present  contest. 
' '  3,  That  the  troops  return  to  their  homes  on  parole 
**To  the  commanding  off\cpT  at  Springfield,  Jan.  25, 1787. 

Luke  Day,  Oommaadant  of  this  division.** 
On  the  back  was  this  endorsement. 

"By  CoL  Eli  Parsons," 

1  Huupililze  Ctesette,  jMi*799a,  18M. 
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▲  Pxopositioa irom     On  the  same  day  Shays  sent  a  comratinica- 
8i»»3r««  tion  to  Gen.  Liucoln,  in  which  he  proposed 

that  tlie  government  troops  sboiild  be  in* 
stantly  disbanded,  that  every  person  identified  in  any  way 
with  the  uprisings  should  be  indemnified  in  their  persons 
and  property  until  the  sitting  of  the  next  Legislature,  that 
no  one  should  be  molested  or  injured  on  aooount  of  rebel* 
lions  acts  until  a  fair  hearing  had  been  given  in  the  next 
General  Court  respecting  the  matters  of  complaint  by  the 
people,  and  that  all  prisoners  on  account  of  the  troubles 
should  be  surrendered  without  punishment.  On  these  con- 
ditions the  rebels  would  lay  down  tlieir  arms  and  disperse. 
Gen,  Lincoln  received  this  document  whou  within  two 
days'  march  of  Springheid.  The  ])rincipaj  tWjeca  of  Shays 
in  writing  it  was  to  delay  the  nuircli  of  ilit^  govermnent 
troops,  and  prevent  them  from  aiding  in  the  defense  of  the 
arsenal  But  Gen.  Lincoln  was  not  to  be  hoodwinked  by 
any  propositions  of  such  a  nature.  Kot  considering  the 
petition  worthy  of  an  answer,  he  pressed  forward  with  all 
speed  to  relieve  Shepherd,  and  issued  orders  for  the  Middle- 
sex militia  to  march  to  Springfield  with  all  haste. 

The  Fight  It  sprinr   Shays  reached  Wilbraham  on  the  and 

the  next  morning  the  government  party 
sent  a  message  to  warn  Gen.  Shepherd. 
The'^messenger  reached  Springfield  in  time  for  all  neces- 
sary y)re])arations  to  be  made,  and  wheu  Shays  arrived  he 
found  everytliing  in  readiness  to  receive  him.  Gen.  Shep- 
herd's dispatch  to  Gov.  Bowdoin  concerning  this  engage- 
ment is  as  follows.  It  states  the  facts  graphically,  covers 
the  ground  completely,  and  is  altogether  the  best  descrip- 
tion of  the  fight  that  has  come  to  hand : — 

Springfidld^  January  26, 1787. 

"  Sir :  Tlie  nnhapy  time  is  come  in  which  we  have  been  obliged  to 
shed  blood.  Shays,  who  was  at  the  head  of  about.  1200  meii.  marched 
yesterday  afternoon,  atout  fonr  o'clock  towards  the  public  buildings, 
in  battle  array.  He  marched  his  men  in  open  column  by  platoons.  I 
sent  several  times  by  one  of  my  aids,  and  two  othtor  gentlemen,  Cap- 
tains BnfiSngton  and  WoodMdipe,  to  know  what  he  was  after,  or  what 
he  wanted.  His  r^plv  wa",  "h^  wHTit<?'d  barracks  and  barracks  he  wonld 
have,  and  stores.  The  answer  returned  was,  he  mnst  purchase  them 
dear,  if  he  had  them.  He  still  inrooeeded  on  his  march,  imiU  he  ap- 
proabhed  within  2$0  yards  of  the  arsoial.  He  then  made  a  halt.  I  im- 
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mediately  sent  Maj.  Lyman,  one  of  my  Aids,  and  Capt.  Bufiaogton,  to 
inAmnbim  not  to  march  Ms  troops  any  nearer  the  araenal  on  bis  peril, 
as  I  was  irtati<nied  here  by  order  of  yoor  Excellency  and  Hie  Secretary 
at  War,  for  the  defence  of  the  ptiblic  property :  in  case  he  <lv\  T  «hould 
surely  fire  on  him  and  his  men.  A  Mr,  Wheeler,  who  appeared  to  be 
one  of  Sba^s  Aids,  met  Mr.  Lyman,  after  he  had  delivered  my  orders 
in  the  moet  paremptory  manner,  and  made  answer,  that  that  was  all  he 
wanted.  Mr.  Lyman  returned  with  his  answer. 

"Shays  immediately  pnt  his  troops  in  motion  <fe  marched  on  rapidly 
near  one  hundred  yards.  1  then  ordered  Major  Stephens,  who  com« 
manded  the  artillery,  to  fire  on  them,  he  aooordingly  did.  The  two 
first  shot  he  endeavored  to  oTershoot  them,  in  hopes  they  would  hare 
taken  warning  without  firing  among  them,  l)nt  it  had  no  effect  on 
them.  Maj.  Stephens  then  directed  his  shot  throuL'b  the  centre  of  his 
column.  Tbib  fourth  or  fifth  shot  put  the  whole  colmun  into  the  titmost 
confusion.  Shays  made  an  attempt  to  display  the  column,  but  in  Tain. 
We  had  one  howit  which  was  loatied  \n  th  grape  shot,  which  when 
fired,  gave  them  great  nneasineps.  11  i  l  I  been  disposed  to  destroy 
them,  I  might  have  charged  upon  their  rear  and  flanks  with  my 
infantry  and  the  two  field  pieces,  and  could  have  killed  the  greater  part 
of  the  whole  anny  within  five  minutes.  There  was  nota  single  musket 
fired  on  either  side. 

"I  found  three  men  dead  upon  the  spot,  and  one  wounded,  who  is 
since  dead.  One  of  our  artillery  men,  by  inattention  was  badly 
wonnded. 

'*  Three  muskets  were  taken  up  witii  the  dead,  wUnh,  were  all  deeply 

loaded.   I  endoee  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  paper  sent  me  last 
evening.   I  have  received  no  reinforcetriflnts  yet,  and  expect  to  be 
attacked  this  day  by  their  whole  force  combined. 
*'  I  am  Sir,  with  great  respect. 

Tour  Exodlen<7*s  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WiLUAU  Shephabd. 

**  His  Excellency  James  Bowdoln,  Esq.** 

The  Kiltod.  The  paper  referred  to  above  was  Day's  sum- 

mons to  surrender,  already  given.  The 
names  of  the  killed  were  Ezekiel  Knot  of  Gill  (his  brother 
Solomon  Root  of  Gill  asked  for  the  body  on  the  26^*"),  Ariel 
Webster  of  Gill  (liis  brotlier  William  Webster  of  Gill 
asked  for  his  body  on  the  2G"'),  John  Hunter  of  Shelburue 
(a  friend  asked  for  his  body),  andjjabez  Spicer  of  Leyden.J 
Jeremiah  McMillen  of  Pelham  was  wounded  and  missing. 

sjuiys  BetcMtfl.      Too  mtich  demoralized  to  make  another  at- 
tack, the  discomfited  regulators  continued 
their  flight  for  ten  miles,  halting  only  when  they  reached 
Ludlow. 
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Day  Til  akes  no  Hore-  Day  relying  upon  the  effect  of  his  sum- 
meat,  mons  to  Gen.  Shepherd,  remained  inactive 
at  "West  Springlield,  waiting  for  tlie  gov- 
ernment troops  to  niarcli  over  t')  liis  encampment,  deliver 
np  their  arms  and  render  themselves  prisoners.  The  sound 
of  Shepherd's  cannon  failed  to  arouse  hira,  and  he  made  no 
movement.  On  Friday,  the  26'*',  Shays  formed  a  junction 
with  CoL  EU  Parsons  at  Chicopee,  and  on  Saturday 
night  retreated  to  Amherst.  Gem  Lincoln  was  too  near  at 
hand  and  he  had  no  stomach  for  another  ight.  Two  hun- 
dred of  his  men  had  already  deserted  and  others  were  only 
too  anxious  to  follow  their  example. 

Incidente  at  Sonth    On  Saturday,  the  S?*"*,  a  large  party  of  the 
^^•y*  insurgents,  said  to  he  about  five  hundred  in 

number,  passed  through  South  Hadley, 
They  had  been  fed  at  Butts'  tavern,  where  they  found  sym- 
pathizers. When  opposite  Suiitli's  tavern,  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  south  of  the  meeting-house,  they  were  fired 
upon  by  a  number  of  government  soldiers  concealed  in  an 
outhouse.  Adj.  Amos  Call,  son  of  Samuel  Call  of  Monta- 
gue, was  killed,  and  Joseph  Bellows  of  Palmer,  who  was  an 
acting  captain,  severely  wounded.  These  two  men  who 
were  dressed  in  some  kind  of  uniform,  acted  as  officers, 
and  the  soldiers  thought  one  of  them  was  Shays.  In  a 
short  time  the  latter  came  up  with  the  rest  of  his  forces, 
and  said  that  if  another  gnu  was  fired  from  the  house  he 
would  hum  it  to  the  ground.  Nine  men  were  captured  hy 
the  insurgents,  and  carried  to  Amherst,  where  they  were 
released.  The  men  who  fired  from  Smith's  horse  shed  were 
Cotton  Gmves  and  Martin  Cooley  ot  bunderland,  and 
Ebenezer  Barnard  of  Mill  River,  Deerticld.  One  gun  was 
fired  from  Smith's  chamber  window,  as  was  said,  by  Josiah 
Smith.  There  was  more  random  tiring  by  both  parties, 
but  no  one  else  was  injured.  This  firing  at  Smith  s  alarmed 
the  people  in  the  nelghhorhood.  They  were  afraid  of-  yio- 
lencefrom  Shays'  party,  and  several  families  left  their 
houses.  Shays'  men  hroke  into  these  houses  and  helped 
themselves.  They  took  from  the  house  of  Major  Good- 
man two  barrels  of  mm,  his  account-books,  various  arti- 
cles of  furniture,  stripped  the  heds,  and  broke  the  windows. 
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They  also  broke  into  the  honse  of  Col.  Wood  bridge,  ran- 
sacked it,  and  took  many  articles  from  oilier  houses  ill  the 
neighborhood.  Every  house  thoy  entered  was  stripped  of 
provisions  and  much  valuable  property  was  destroyed. 
Shays  tried  to  prevent  this  lawlessness,  but  without  avail. 
After  reaching  South  Hadley,  Shays  and  his  party  ttimed 
eastward  to  Moody's  Comer,  and  crossed  by  the  notch  in 
the  mountain  to  Amherst,  where  they  arrived  about  eight 
o'clock  Saturday  night. 

Mov«iiMBteo(  Geo.    On  the  22'' ,  Gen.  Lincoln  and  his  army 
uaooia.  arrived  at  Worcester,  and  his  troops 

reached  Springfield  on  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, Jan.  26*''  and  27*^,  On  Satnrdaj''  he  marched  against 
T>fiy  'it  West  SpHng-field,  crossing  the  river  on  tlie  ico,  Gon. 
Shepherd  having  been  ordered  up  the  east  side  of  the  river 
to  prevent  the  junction  of  Day  and  Shays.  Upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  Lincoln's  forces,  the  insurgents  under  Day  hed 
without  jOiring  a  shot.  Many  of  them  threw  away  their 
arms  and  aoooutiements,  and  in  their  haate  forgot  to  take 
the  provisions  that  were  being  cooked  for  them  in  the 
houses  of  some  of  the  inhabitants.  Pay's  men  sped  to  the 
north  through  Southampton.  About  two  hundred  fifty  of 
them  arrived  in  Northampton  the  same  evening  and  took 
IK)S8e8sion  of  the  houses  on  South  Street.  On  Sunday 
afternoon  they  crossed  the  river  to  Hadley,  passed  through 
Hadley  street^  and  joined  Shays  in  Amherst. 
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Pursuit  of  o&pt.  A  company  of  the  insurgent  forces  was 
LaMington.  commanded  by  Gapi.  Luddington  of  Sonth- 
ampton.  On  Sunday  the  he  went  to 
Southampton  with  ahout  one  hundred  men.  It  was  at  first 
helieved  that  he  came  for  provisions  or  plunder,  but  the 
men  were  well  hehaved,  and  apparently  homeward  bound 
in  the  shortest  possible  space  of  time.  A.  small  detachment 
of  government  troops  commanded  by  Capt.  Banister,  was 
ordered  to  follow  this  party  and  capture  Luddiugton  if 
possible.  They  set  out  from  Springfield  in  sleighs,  and 
reached  Southampton  on  the  night  of  the  29^^\  Xot  finding 
I.iiddiiigton  at  his  home,  they  pushed  on  to  one  Egleston*s, 
where  he  was  snpposed  to  have  gone.  When  near  his 
house  they  were  attacked  by  about  fifty  men  with  Ludding- 
ton  at  their  head,  and  the  entire  party  was  captured.  Mes- 
sengers were  hurried  off  to  Korthampton  and  to  Gen. 
Lincoln  for  assistance.  CoL  Baldwin  with  hity  men  in 
sleighs,  and  Col.  Crafts  with  one  hundred  horsemen  were 
ordered  to  pursue  the  fugitives.  A  few  men  from  South* 
ampton  joined  them.  The  insurgents  fled  first  to  Norwich, 
and  thence  to  Middlefield,  where  Luddington  and  fifty  men, 
together  with  nine  sleigh  loads  of  provisions,  were  cap- 
tured without  firing  a  gun.  The  prisoners  taken  the 
week  before  by  the  rebels  belonging  in  Southiunpton, 
returned  on  parole  the  same  day.  The  sleighs  and  horses, 
captured  with  Banister's  party,  were  found  here  and 
brought  back.  Sleighs  and  horses  were  impressed  by  both 
parties  wherever  found.  Mr.  Judd  writes  on  Feb.  1*'  that 
"  he  could  get  no  sleigh  in  lieu  of  that  taken  from  Father,'' 
even  at  Gen.  Lincoln's  headquarters  in  Hadley.^ 

1  Judd's  nuxy. 
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J£oT«menUof  Gea.      At  twO  o'clock  Oil  tlio  moiTiing  of  the  28*'*, 
Ltnooin.  Geu.  Liucolii  marclied  from  Springfield  in 

pursuit  of  Sliays.  When  lie  reached  Am- 
herst  he  found  that  Shays  had  retreated  to  Pelham,  and 
taken  a  strong  x>06ltion  on  two  liigb  hills.  Nearly  all  the 
men  of  Amherst  carrying  with  them  snch  proyisions  as 
were  most  available,  followed  the  insurgents  to  Pelham, 
and  Lincoln,  having  searched  the  houses  and  finding  noth- 
ing, turned  off  to  Hadley,  where  he  encamped,  remaining 
there  till  the  3*  of  February.  While  Greii.  Lincoln  re- 
mained in  Hadley,  his  headquartere  were  at  the  house  of 
Gen.  Elisha  Porter,  High  Sberiff.  The  troops,  said  to  be 
over  three  thousand  one  hundred  in  number,  wore  distribu- 
ted throughout  the  village  ;  some  of  them  were  billeted  in 
almost  every  house.  The  field-pieces  were  placed  on  the 
north  side  of  the  meeting-house.  Prayers  were  held  in  the 
street  ueaily  op])osite  Geti.  Porter's  house,  and  the  soldiers 
were  assembled  there  every  day.  A  heap  of  snow  about 
six  feet  in  height  served  for  a  pulpit.  As  the  voice  of  Dr. 
Hopkins,  the  minister  of  Hadley,  was  too  feeble  for  the 
task.  Dr.  Lyman  came  over  from  Hatfield,  mounted  the 
pulpit  and  offered  earnest  and  fervent  prayers  in  a  voioe 
that  could  be  distinctly  heard  by  the  entire  army.  The 
troops  were  exercised  daily.  ^ 

K«totifttioiiswith    While  at  Hadley,  Gen.  Lincoln  forwarded 
a  dispatch  to  Shays  under  date  of  January 

30"',  in  which  he  was  told  that  ho  was  in  a 
tight  place,  and  that  the  best  way  out  of  it  was  to  sur- 
render at  discretion.    In  this  letter  Lincoln  said  to  him  :  — 

"  Your  resonrcps  are  few,  your  force  is  inconsiderable,  and  hourly 
decreasiiig  from  tiie  diiasatisfaction  of  your  men ;  you  are  iu  a  post 
where  yon  have  ndtlier  cover  nor  sappliee,  and  in  a  sitoation  in  which 
yon  can  neitl^  give  aid  to  your  friends,  nor  discomfort  to  tiie  sapport- 
ers  of  cTood  order  and  provemment.  Under  th^se  circnmstanccs  you 
cannot  hesitate  a  moment  to  disband  your  deluded  followers.  If  you 
Bboold  mot,  I  uiuat  approach  and  apprehend  the  most  influential  char- 
acters among  yon.  Shoold  yon  attempt  to  fire  npon  the  troopa  of  the 
government,  the  coaaeqnences  muc^  be  fatal  to  many  of  your  mem,  the 
least  gnilty.  To  prevent  Moodiihed,  you  will  coranmnicate  to  your  pri- 
▼ates,  that  if  they  will  instantly  lay  down  their  arms  and  surrender 
themaelTes  to  government,  and  take  and  snbacrlbe  to  the  oath  of  aUe- 

1  Hamp«hlT«  GMStte,  Ju'y  1884. 
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gianoe  to  this  commonwealth,  they  shall  be  recommended  to  the  Gen^ 
eral  Ooort  for  men^*'* 

To  this  Shays  replied  that  ''the  people  were  willing  to 
lay  down  their  arms  on  the  condition  of  a  general  pardon, 
and  return  to  their  homes/'  and  requested  that  "  hostilities 
should  cease  on  the  part  of  the  government,  until  onr 
united  prayers  may  be  presented  to  the  Qeneral  Court  and 
we  receive  an  answer."  This  wm  speedily  followed  by  a 
visit  from  three  of  the  rebel  leaders,  who  brought  a  com- 
munication signed  by  Francis  Stone,  Daniel  Shays,  and 
Adam  Wheeler,  in  which  the  request  of  Shays  for  a  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  till  the  Legislature  could  be  heard  from, 
was  reiterated.  Gen.  Lincoln  refused  to  listen  to  this  re- 
quest, on  the  ground  that  he  had  no  authority  to  enter  into 
any  such  agreement. 

shAys  STMUfttM     On  Friday,  Feb.  2*^,  Gen  Lincoln  reoonnoi- 
peihAiD.  tered  the  position  of  the  enemy  at  Pelham 

with  the  intention  of  making  an  attack  the 
next  day.  Alarmed  by  this  demonstration,  the  insurgents 
made  arrangements  for  the  evacuation  of  the  post.  But 
hoping  to  gain  time  thereby,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  to 
Gen.  Lincoln  at  three  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  from  Gen. 
Wheeler,  requesting  that  he  might  have  a  conference  with 
G^n.  Putnam.  This  was  granted,  and  they  met  Saturday 
afternoon.  Wheeler's  main  object  was  to  provide  for  his 
personal  safety.  But  receiving  no  encouragement,  he  re- 
tired. While  this  conference  was  in  progress,  Shays  quietly 
slipped  away,  and  marched  for  Petersham.  Information 
tliat  a  movement  was  in  progress  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy 
reached  Lincoln  at  noon.  Not  having  authentic  iufornia- 
tion,  lie  judged  that  Shays  was  niereiy  shifting  his  position 
from  one  portion  of  the  town  to  another.  Determined  not 
to  be  caught  napping.  Lincoln  ordered  his  army  to  ])repare 
for  instant  marching  with  ikice  days'  provisions.  At  six 
o'clock  he  received  reliable  information  that  the  insurgents 
were  in  fuU  retreat.  In  two  hours  the  army  was  on  the 
march. 

Tlie  first  part  of  the  night  was  light  and  the  weather  dement,  but 
between  %  and  8  o'clock  in  the  merning  the  wind  diifted  to  the  west* 

ward,  it  became  cold  and  squally,  with  conaiderable  s-now,  the  wind 
arose  very  high,  and  with  tiae  ligkt  enow  that  fell  the  day  before,  and 
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was  falling,  the  paths  were  soon  filled  up,  the  men  became  fatigued, 
thfiy  were  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  they  oonld  not  be  covered  in 
tiie  distance  of  8  miles,  and  the  cold  was  so  intense  ^t  they  could  not 
halt  in  the  road  to  re&esh  themselves.  Under  these  cixcnmstanoes  th^y 
were  obliged  to  oontinne  their  mardi..'' 

The  thirty  miles  that  lay  between  Hadley  and  Petersham 
were  traversed  without  a  halt.  Self  preservation  demanded 
that  the  men  should  keep  moving.  When  the  storm  ahated 
the  cold  increased,  and  the  ''greater  part  of  onr  men  were 
frozen  in  some  part  or  other."  The  advance  guard 
reached  Petersham  at  nine  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning, 
while  yet  the  main  body  was  five  miles  away. 

"  We  approached  this  town  nearly  m  the  center  where  ^^hay?  had 
covered  his  men  ;  and  had  we  not  been  prevented  by  the  steepness  of 
the  hill,  and  the  depth  of  snow,  from  throwing  our  men  rapidly  m  to 
it,  we  should  have  arrested  very  prohahly  one  half  of  his  force,  for 
th^  were  so  nearly  snrprised  as  it  was,  that  tl^y  had  no  time  to  call  in 

their  ont  pftrties.  or  even  their  piiarrls.  Al>ont  1^10  fp]I  intn  our  hands, 
and  none  escaped  but  by  the  most  precipitate  Uight  in  ditt'erent  direc- 
tion; bat  most  of  their  men  fled  to  Athol.** ' 

Thoviatoi70oak>  This  nuurch  of  the  raw  militia  in  snch  tem- 
pestnons  weather,  and  the  qnick  dispersion 
of  the  insurgents,  were  the  most  notahle  fea- 
tures of  the  rehellion.  The  rehel  army,  safely  honsed  at 
Petersham,  never  dreamed  that  the  government  forces  were 
nearer  than  Uadley,  nor  did  they  helleve  them  ahle  to  move 
for  many  days.  Shays,  while  undoubtedly  congratulating 
himself  upon  tlie  clever  ruse  bv  which  he  had  duped  Gen. 
Lincoln,  with  diliiculty  escaped  his  clutches.  The  sur- 
prise, therefore,  was  all  the  more  complete. 

Besianiiisof  ttMiind    This  rapid  movement  put  an  end  to  tbo 
of  the  R«b«liioii.       array  of  Shays.    Those  who  escaped  were 

most  effectually  scattered.  Three  days 
al'ter,  uiily  liiiue  liundred  men  remained  with  him  at 
Winchester,  Vt.  The  rest  were  in  Vermont,  New  York 
and  New  Hampshire.  The  rebellion  was  not  over,  but  its 
backbone  had  been  dislocated.  There  were  gatherings 
under  other  leaders,  particularly  in  Berkshire  County,  and 

1  0«ii.  Llnoolii^s  OtB«lal  Dtopatota. 
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several  encounters  with  the  militia  in  which  a  number  of 
lives  were  lost,  hut  nothing  occurred  of  equal  importance 
with  what  had  already  taken  plaoe. 

Trouble  in  Berk-  Grcn.  Lincoln  discharged  a  portion  of  his 
army  aflf^r  the  retreat  of  Shays,  but  he  still 
had  work  tor  the  remainder.  On  the  S***  of 
February  he  was  at  Northampton,  and  the  next  day 
marched  for  Berkshire.  Before  the  rebellion  was  crushed, 
the  terms  of  enlistment  of  many  of  his  troops  expired. 
Becruits  were  enlisted  for  four  months,  and  while  the  ex- 
change was  taking  place,  Lincohi  at  one  time  had  but 
thirty  men  with  him. 

The  Legialfttme      On  the      of  February,  the  General  Court 
Meeta.  assembled,  four  days  after  the  time  fixed 

upon.  So  great  was  the  confusion  of  affairs 
throughout  the  State,  that  the  members  could  not  sooner 
reach  Boston.  A  declaration  of  rebellion  was  made,  the 
offer  of  clemency  by  Gen.  Lincoln  approved,  all  the  meas- 
ures inaugurated  by  the  Governor  for  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion  were  sanctioned,  and  an  appropriation  of 
je40,000  made  to  repay  the  money  loaned  by  citizens,  and  to 
meet  the  other  expenses  of  the  war.  Resolntions  approv- 
ing the  conduct  <jf  Gens.  Shepherd  and  Lincoln  were 
passed,  an  order  was  made  to  raise  fifteen  hundred  men  for 
four  months,  and  a  reward  of  £iou  uliered  for  the  appre- 
hension of  the  leaders  of  tiie  outbreak. 

The  War  Continued.    Satisfied  that  it  was  no  longer  practicable 

to  make  head  against  the  concentrated 
army  under  Gen.  Lincoln,  the  insurgents  instituted  a  guer- 
illa warfai'e.  sending  out  small  parties  to  surprise,  harass 
and  plunder  the  people.  During  the  remainder  of  the  con- 
flict, hostilities  were  in  the  main  confined  to  the  County  of 
Berkshire.  Between  one  hundred  fifty  and  two  hundred 
of  the  disaffected  under  command  of  John  Hubbard,  gath- 
ered at  West  Stockbridge,  but  a  number  of  volunteers  were 
soon  collected,  and  the  party  dispersed.  Hubbard  and  a 
number  of  his  men  were  captured. 
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skirmistaes  witb  ttie   G^n«  Shepherd  with  bis  regiment  of  Hamp- 

shire  militia  was  posted  at  Northfield.  On 
the  6^*"  of  February,  he  dispatched  Capt. 
Samuel  Bnffington  into  Vermont  for  the  purpose  of  arrest- 
ing rebels  who  had  taken  refuge  there.  But  the  people 
were  so  much  in  sympathy  with  the  refugees  that  nothing 
oonld  be  accomplished,  though  the  party  held  warrants 
from  a  Vermont  magistrate.  The  same  day  a  small  party 
•was  ordered  to  Bemardston  for  the  purpose  of  n?Tf^sting 
Capt.  Jasoii  Parmenter,  a  notorious  rebel.  The  pursuers 
came  suddenly  upon  the  rebel  party,  when  the  latter,  re- 
ceiving no  answer  to  tlieir  hail,  were  ordered  to  fire,  but 
their  muskets  were  unserviceable.  Then  Jacob  Walker, 
a  horseman  oi'  the  government  party,  and  Parmenter  fired 
simultaneously  at  each  other,  and  the  former  was  mortally 
wounded.  Parmenter  and  his  men  immediately  fled,  but 
as  the  snow  was  three  feet  deep,  no  pursnit  was  xnade.  The  . 
next  day  they  were  captured  and  lodged  in  jaO  at  North- 
ampton. Mr.  Walker  was  buried  with  military  honors  at 
Hatfield,  where  the  funeral  services  were  held.  Rev.  Mr, 
Wells  of  Whately  preached  the  sermon,  Rev,  Wt,  Williams 
of  this  town  made  the  opening  prayer,  and  music  suitable 
to  the  occasion  was  sung. 

Bebeis  tried  for  Troa-   A  scssioH  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
son  and  Sentenced  }iel^  at  the  meeting-house  in  this 

town,  continuing  from  the  9'^  to  the  ^1** 
of  April,  at  which  Jason  Parmenter  of  BernardaLuu,  Dan- 
iel Ludding^on  of  Southampton,  Alphous  Colton  of  Long- 
meadow,  James  White  of  Oolrain,  John  Wheeler  of  Hard- 
wick,  and  Henry  McCullock  of  Pelham,  were  convicted  of 
high  treason,  and  sentenced  to  death.  Seven  others  were 
convicted  at  the  same  session,  of  '*  exciting  and  stirring  up 
sedition  and  insurrection  in  this  commonwealth."  They 
were  sentenced  in  accordance  with  the  degrees  of  their 
guilt.  One  was  to  sit  on  the  gallows  with  a  rope  about  his 
neck,  others  were  to  stand  in  the  pillory  one  hour  and  to 
be  whipped  on  the  naked  back  twenty  stripes.  Nearly  all 
of  them  worf^  finwd.  some  £100,  some  £50,  and  put  under 
bonds  tu  keep  tht;  peat^ie  for  twelve  months.  Early  in  May 
death-warrants  were  issued  in  the  case  of  Farmenter  and 
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McCullock.  and  they  were  to  be  hanged  on  the  24*-*'  of  the 
month.  The  other  four  were  pardoned.  On  the  28**  the 
prisoners  were  reprieved  for  four  weeks. 

PriBonen ReprieTed  It  was  the  intention  of  the  anthorities  that 
at  the  Oftilows.      this  execntion  shonhl  be  as  impressive  as 
possible,  and  more  than  usual  preparations 
to  that  end  were  made.    An  occasion  of  universal  interest 
and  of  much  more  than  common  importance,  even  at  a 
time  when  the  catalogue  of  crimes  punished  by  death  was 
much  greater  than  at  present^  it  was  to  serve  as  a  demon- 
stration of  the  power  of  the  government^  as  well  as  a  man- 
ifestation of  its  leniency.    Capital  punishments  always 
attracted  great  crowds  of  people,  and  at  this  time  when  the 
excitement  was  at  fever-heat,  a  general  ontponring  of  the 
people  from  far  and  near  was  to  be  expected.  Government, 
fearful  of  an  attempt  to  rescue  the  prisoners,  strengthened 
the  volunteer  companies  on  duty  in  town,  guarding  the 
prisoners  by  a  detachment  of  militia  from  Gen,  Sheplierd's 
command  at  Xorthfield.    It  is  highly  probable  that  the 
gallows  was  erected  on  "Pancake  Plain."    June  21**  was 
the  day  named  for  the  execution.    Karly  iu  the  morning  of 
that  day.  spectators  began  to  assemble,  and  long  before  the 
hour  appointed  the  streets  were  thronged  mainly  by  crowds 
gathered  from  idle  curiosity,  but  among  them  undoubtedly 
were  many  others  who  would  gladly  have  attempted  a  res- 
cue had  opportunity  occurred.   Impressive  religious  cere- 
monies were  always  considered  an  important  part  of  the 
program  on  such  occasions,  a  sound  orthodox  sermon 
always  preceding  the  final  passage  to  the  gallows.  From 
the  jail  on  Pleasant  Street  to  the  meeting-house  the  pris- 
oners, strongly  guarded  by  the  military,  marched  through 
the  thronged  streets.   But  the  edifice  was  altogether  too 
small  to  entertain  one  half  the  assembled  multitude.  Con- 
sequently the  troops  with  the  prisoners  were  drawn  up  in 
front  of  that  edifice,  and  the  religious  services  were  carried 
on  from  one  of  its  windows.    Rev.  Enocli.  Hale  of  West- 
hampton  made  the  opening  prayer,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Baldwin 
of  Palmer  preached  the  sermon  from  Romans  vii,  Si.  Then 
the  procession  with  the  sheriff  and  his  deputies  escorted 
by  the  soldiers,  resumed  its  mournful  way  thi'ough  the 
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ever  increasing  crowd  to  tliu  scaffold.  At  the  foot  of  the 
gallows,  where  all  was?  in  readiness  for  the  closing  scene, 
and  when  everybody  was  waiting  in  anxious  expectation  of 
their  final  taking  off,  the  High  Sheriff  produced  a  reprieve, 
and  the  criminals  were  remanded  to  their  old  quarters  in 
the  jail.  The  government  had  shown  its  hand,  had  proved 
its  power  to  carry  out  the  decrees  of  the  courts,  but  at  the 
last  moment  had  also  established  the  fact  that  its  justice 
was  tempered  with  mercy.  It  was  thought  by  some  that 
the  government  was  intimidated  by  the  threats  of  the  in- 
surgents, who  had  captured  two  reputable  citizens  of  Wor- 
cester County,  whom  they  threatened  to  hang  if  Parmenter 
and  McCnlloct  were  executed.^  This  time  the  prisoners 
were  respit»'f]  till  the  S**  of  August  ;  nfts^T-wards  to  the  20"* 
of  S^-jUHi!iber,  and  in  the  end  they  were  pardoned.  Many 
]jeupie  u  ere  dissatisfied  l)ecause  capital  punishment  had 
not  been  inflicted  upon  them.  Mr.  Judd  of  Southampton, 
when  he  heaxd  of  the  transaction  on  the  21**  of  June, 
thought  it  ''xmaccountable,''  and  adds,  **  People  are  much 
Chagrined  at  the  Prisoners  being  reprieved*"  ' 

HMgtd  f or  BuxgiMy.  Ou  the  6*^  of  December,  an  Irishman 

named  William  Clark,  was  hanged  in 

"Northampton  for  burglary,  with  very  little  parade.  Rev. 
Mr.  Hale  wrote  a  long  article  for  the  Hampshire  Oazotte 
over  the  signature  of  Grap-tepr."  in  wliirh  he  contrasted 
the  great  parade  of  the  form^  r  nbortive  execution  with  the 
later  one,  and  endeavored  to  siiow  that  the  strictures  upon 
government  for  its  leniency  were  unwarranted.  The  gov- 
ernment demonstrated  its  ability  to  carry  out  the  decision 
of  the  courts,  and  at  the  same  time  showed  its  determina- 
tion to  temper  justice  with  mercy. 

ciMiiig  seenes  of    On  the  26*"  of  February,  a  large  body  of 
th»itob«iiion.      insurgents  under  Capt.  Hamlin  entered 
Berkshire  County  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  proceeded  to  plunder  the  town  of  Stookbridge. 
This  they  accomplished  in  a  very  thorough  manner,  and  then 

1  HMipshirfi  Gazette,  May  30,  1787 

9  Ttala  tMDsactlon  is  recorded  in  the  Gazette  of  iaas  SS!*>'  in  the  {oUowing  laa- 
CMg*: — **On  ThnndAy  iMt  Juon  Pium«at«r  and  Honiy  HoCalloek,  liad  like  to  have 
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marched  to  Great  Barrington,  where  they  made  a  general 
jail  delivery.  But  the  alarm  had  been  given,  the  militia 
began  to  collect,  and  tlie  plunderers  bad  oidy  time  to  pre- 
pare for  their  own  safety.  A  rotroat  through  Egremont 
was  at  once  commenced,  hut  the  government  force  arrive(I 
there  tirst,  and  a  hot  engagement  took  place.  In  a  few 
moments  tlie  rebels  gave  way,  and  a  number  of  prisoners 
were  captured.  This  was  the  expiring  effort  of  the  rebel- 
lion. Plundering  and  stealing  was  continued  by  detached 
parties  of  the  regulators  for  some  little  time,  but  most  of 
those  implicated  in  the  troubles  fled  to  other  States.  Safe  in 
these  asylums  they  continued  to  "Hurrah  for  Shays,** 
ready  to  participate  in  any  outbreak  that  might  occur. 
The  General  Court  requested  the  6k)vemor  to  write  to  the 
authorities  of  other  States,  suggesting  that  they  should 
apprehend  certain  refugees  and  prevent  them  from  obtain- 
ing supplies.  Favorable  responses  were  received  from  most 
of  them  and  arrangements  were  made  by  which  any  guilty 
person  demanded  by  Massachusetts  should  be  given  up. 
Most  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  were  captured  and  im- 
prisoned. Day  was  made  prisoner  at  Westmoreland,  X. 
H.,  in  January,  1788,  and  ti^en  to  Boston.  Shays  and  Eli 
Parsons  escaped  capture,  and  petitioned  the  Legislature 
for  pardon,  which  was  granted.  Shays  died  respected  at 
Sparta,  N.  Y.,  in  1825,  aged  85  years.  Parsons  died  at 
Oswego,  K.  Y.,  five  years  after,  "a  genial,  kind-hearted 
and  respected  citizen.** 

A  Story  of  the  In-    A  K'orthampton  incident  of  these  unsettled 
surrection.  times,  handed  down  by  tradition  and  show- 

ing tlie  determination  of  the  peo]:»le,  women 
as  well  as  men,  in  resisting  these  unlawful  ])r()ceedings, 
ought  not  to  be  omitted.  The  exact  date  of  its  occurrence 
is  uncertain.  Very  probably  it  took  place  about  the  27'^'  of 
January,  1787,  when  Day's  party  of  insurgents,  while  run- 
ning away  from  Qen.  Lincoln,  spent  the  night  here.  The 
story  is  as  follows  :  — 

Capt.  Joseph  Cook  was  an  innholder  and  Keeper  of  the 
Jail  on  Pleasant  Street,  the  keys  of  which  it  is  said  he  kept 
beneath  the  feather-bed  upon  which  he  slept.  When  the 
rioters  came  at  night  to  set  the  prisoners  free,  the  key  to 


618 


HI8T0BT  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 


the  jail  door  could  not  be  found.  Every  possible  hiding- 
place  was  thoroiiglUy  searclied,  except  the  bed  occupied  by 
llie  cu{)tain  and  his  wif©.  Enraged  at  their  discoTnfitiire, 
the  mob  then  dragged  Capt.  Cook  from  his  bed  and 
took  him  out  of  doois  into  the  snow,  dressed  only  in  his 
night-clothes,  but  they  could  not  wrest  from  him  the  secret 
hiding-place  of  the  key.  From  this  exposure  he  must  have 
suffered  greatly,  for  he  died  the  following  year.  His  wife, 
undaunted  by  the  threats  of  the  insurgents,  refused  to 
leave  her  warm  couch,  and  the  rioters  were  too  gallant  to 
offer  her  any  indignity.  To  this  may  be  added  another 
version,  also  handed  down  in  the  Cook  family.  WhHe  the 
men  -were  punishing  the  captain  with  a  cold  bath,  Mrs. 
Cook  dressed  herself  and,  slipjping  the  key  into  one  of  the 
loii^^:  p'>ckets  which  housewives  wore  tied  about  their 
waiatb,  tilie  put  her  dress;  over  it.  With  the  key  thus  safely 
concealed,  she  folio weii  the  searchers  as  they  proceeded 
about  the  house,  mocking  and  jeering  and  laughing  at 
them.  At  last  one  of  them  opened  a  very  small  drawer 
only  to  be  met  by  these  words  from  this  courageous 
woman :  Fools  did  you  expect  to  find  the  key  in  that  lit- 
tle drawer,  the  key  is  thus  long,"  measuring  the  length  on 
her  arm  to  the  elbow.  Still  another  version  of  the  story  is 
that  the  key  was  hidden  in  the  trundle-bed  in  which  one 
of  the  chUdreu  had  been  sleeping,  but  which  the  rioters  did 
not  see  fit  to  disturb.  At  any  rate  the  key  was  not  found, 
and  the  prisoners  remained  in  jail.  This  key  is  now  pre- 
served at  the  jail  and  house  of  correction  on  Union  Street. 

The  Rebels  before     Having  put  down  the  rebellion,  measures 
the  Courts.  were  taken  to  bring  to  trial  its  leaders  and 

instigators.  Special  sessions  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  were  held  in  Berkshire,  Hampsliire,  and 
Middlesex  Counties.  A  law  was  passed  excluding  from  the 
jury-box  all  who  had  been  guilty  of  favoring  the  rebellion 
in  any  way.  At  the  same  time  three  commissioners  were 
.  appointed  who  were  empowered  to  grant  indemnity  to  ail 
who  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  gave  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  futu!  r  gc  >d  behavior.  The  leaders.  Shays,  Day, 
Parsons  and  Wheeler,  were  excluded  from  the  benefits  of 
this  law,  as  well  as  those  who  had  killed  any  citizen,  and 
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against  whom  warrants  were  pending.  Tlie  action  of  the 
Snpreme  Court  at  its  session  in  this  town  has  already  been 
given. 

The  Rebels  Seize      About  the        of  May.  the  rebels  had  the 
HovtiKgea.  audacity  to  seize  the  persons  of  two  respect- 

able  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Joseph 
Metcalf  of  Orange,  and  Br.  Medad  Pomeroy  of  Warwick, 
Whom  they  carried  to  Vermont.  Their  avowed  design  was 
10  hold  them  as  hostages  for  the  lives  of  the  prisoners,  Par- 
iienter  and  McGnllock.  Both  were  allowed  to  escape  in  a 
nw  days,  very  soon  after  the  first  reprieve  of  the  prisoners 
yas  mfMie  known. 

ToBebeisBseout6d.  No  One  In  this  part  of  the  state  paid  the 

I  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  for  participa- 

"ion  in  the  Shays  rebellion.  Several  of  the  leaders  were 
(OndoTuned  to  death,  two  or  three  were  reprieved  at  the 

cot  of  the  gallows,  but  eventually  all  were  pardoned. 

tbe  comixiiaaio&era    The  commission  already  mentioned,  con- 
sisted  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Samuel  Phil- 
ips Jr.,  President  of  the  Senate,  and  Sana- 
lel  A.  Otis,  Speaker  of  the  House.   They  advertised  a  ses- 
sion to  be  held  in  Northampton,  continuing  ten  days  from 
^e  9*"  of  April.  Those  persons  making  application  for 
'clemency  were  required  briefly  to  state  in  writing  the  in- 
stances of  criminal  conduct  with  which  they  were  respect- 
ively  chargeable,  what  office  they  had  sustained  under  the 
government,  if  any,  and  the  capacity  in  which  th|9y  acted 
in  opposition  to  government,  if  they  had  been  in  arms. 
All  applications  were  to  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate 
subscribed  by  two  or  more  persons  of  l^nown  attachment 
in  the  government,  and  purporting  that  the  applicants  are 
duly  penitent  for  their  crimes,  and  properly  disposed  to 
return  to  their  allegiance  to  the  State,  and  to  discharge  the 
duty  of  faithful  citizens  thereof.    The  justices  of  th.© 
county  were  to  convey  to  the  commissioners  at  Northamp- 
ton, as  c-ouii  as  possible,  a  certificate  of  the  persons  to  whom 
they  had  administered  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  the 
towns  to  which  they  respectively  belonged. 
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Few  take  tiie  Oath.  Little  is  known  respecting  those  who  sought 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  this  man- 
ner, and  it  is  not  certain  that  very  numy  in  this  vicinity 
availed  themselves  of  the  proffered  clemency.  The  follow- 
ing year  an  act  of  general  indemnity  to  all  who  had  been 
engaged  in  the  rebellion  was  passed,  by  the  Legislature,  and 
those  who  had  exiled  themselves  returned  to  their  homes 
and  became  good  citizens. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 


B1EDBRAL  CONSTITUTION—MANUFACTUBBS — CHUBCH  MUSia 


John  0.  Williams  of  Hadley  was  Register 
dttetedin  J«M.     of  Probate^  having  been  appointed  in  1776, 

During  tlie  latter  part  of  his  term  of  oflBce 
he  became  intemperate  and  for  nearly  a  year  was  in 
jail.  All  the  business  of  the  court  was  of  course  trans- 
acted at  the  new  place  of  residence,  adopted  perforce  by 
the  Register.  High  Sheriff  Eleazar  Porter  of  Hadley 
favored  Williams  and  kept  him  in  office.  He  was  in  jail 
for  debt,  took  the  poor  man's  oatli,  and  was  supported  there 
by  one  of  his  creditors.  A  petition  was  forwarded  to  the 
G[oTernor  in  1786,  asking  for  his  remoyal.  In  it  is  recited 
the  fact  that  he  had  practiced  marrying  people  without  the 
publication  of  banns  required  by  law ;  that  he  had  been 
brought  before  the  court,  and  on  promise  of  reformation 
let  off  with  a  fine  of  £5 ;  and  that  he  had  resumed  this 
practice  after  bis  confinement  in  jail.  The  name  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Hinckley  was  proposed  as  bis  successor  and  the  f  ol' 
lowing  year  he  was  appointed,  holding  the  office  for  thirty 
years,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  judgeship. 

No  DiagrMM  to b«  People  were  sent  to  jail  for  very  trivial 
offences.  Persons  unable  to  pay  their  debts, 
those  suspected  of  being  tories,  parties 
arrested  for  participation  in  the  rebellion,  all  found  ac- 
commodations there,  and  plenty  of  men  from  all  parts  of 
the  county  had  tasted  the  good  cheer  of  the  Northampton 
goal.  While  there  the  prisoners  enjoyed  themselyes  as  best 
they  might.  If  they  had  money  or  friends  outside  of  its 
walls,  they  did  not  go  without  such  creature  comforts  as 
were  then  in  fashion.  They  were  supplied  with  good  things 
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to  eat  and  drink,  and  all  the  popular  bar-room  games  of 

the  day  were  always  at  band  to  while  away  the  long  and 
droar}^  lioiirs.  Thp  jailer  was  also  an  innkeeper,  his  rules 
for  the  government  of  the  prisoners  were  never  very  strict, 
and  he  was  able  to  contribute  much  towards  the  comfort 
of  his  boarders  without  actual  pecuniary  loss.  While  it 
might  not  have  been  derogatory  to  the  Register  to  be  an 
inmate  of  the  jail,  it  must  have  been  a  new  experience 
for  persons  having  business  with  the  court  to  be  compelled 
to  go  to  jail  for  its  accomplishment.  Considering  the  de- 
termined  raid  then  in  progress  against  the  courts,  the  Pro- 
bate Court  seems  for  a  time  to  have  been  in  a  safe  place.* 

TheTownvoiMto  Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the 
suptf.m  'h©  ooT-  action  of  the  town  at  its  September  (1786) 
ernment.  meeting  couceming  the  list  of  grievances 

adopted  at  the  Hatfield  convention.   At  the  same  meeting 

the  circnlar  letter  from  th©  town  of  Boston  was  read,  and 
the  town  voted  their  approbation  of  said  ad'irpss."  The 
citizens  of  Boston,  soon  after  the  disturbances  commenced, 
addressed  the  Governor,  declaring  their  determination  to 
cooperate  in  the  support  of  constitutional  government, 
but  recommending  lenient  measures  with  respect  to  their 
deluded  friends  and  fellow-citizens.  At  the  same  time 
they  sent  out  a  circular  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  every 
town  in  the  State.  In  it  they  showed  the  mutual  danger 
that  awaited  all  parties  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution, 
contrasted  the  present  freedom  of  the  citizens  with  what  it 
would  have  been  had  they  been  conquered ;  recalled  the 
sacred  pledges  of  life  and  fortune  made  to  support  the  con- 
stitution, which  was  as  inestimable  as  the  blood  with  which 
it  had  been  purchi^sed ;  and  enjoined  on  their  brethren  to 
seek  redress  only  in  a  lawful  and  constitutional  manner.* 

1  A  ooomniBloaitloii  In  the  HampsUre  G««att«  ot  DeMuber  8f^,  «llodfls  to  tlift  no* 
tifie  of  tbfl  B*^ster  posted  la  the  tavern,  annonnefng  that  the  next  Probate  Coait 
would  b«  "hold  at  the  offlci?  of  the  suhsoribor,  nearly  fronting  the  Jail  House,  North- 
ampton."  The  vrit&r  congratul»tea  the  people  "  In.  this  d&y  of  tumultuoiu  opposi* 
xUm  to  Uw  Courts  of  Jnstlos  tlist  ths  Gonrti  of  PfobAts  eaa  b«  sstsly  holdmi  within 
the  liiuita  of  the  gaol  yard  of  Northampton;  atul  that  for  thu  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  county,  those  imporMUl  reoords  (as  ^pears  by  the  Keglsters  sign  fronting  the 
gtnA)  «!•  mMj  ke|»t  wttbln  tbo  sanie  plaoa.  UnAer  tliese  etrcmnstanoes,  and  tor  the 
oonrmilMioe  of  the  good  people,  It  mutt  be  pfetnmed  that  eonilent  sttendanee  will 
beglTeo.^ 

S  Minot*»IttMXTeottoos,  p.48. 
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The  RepreseatatiTe    Sensible  instructions  to  their  representative 
lastruotod.  were  also  adopted.    He  was  **  Directed  to 

use  his  iufluence  at  the  General  Court  in 
their  next  session  to  get  a  revision  of  the  present  foe  bill, 
and  that  all  (jrants  of  the  General  Court  in  future  should 
be  made  with  Prudence  and  Good  oeeonomy."  Dr.  Ebene- 
zer  Hunt  and  Benjamin  Sheldon  were  chosen  lepresenta- 
tives  that  year,  bnt  it  was  considered  "  Good  oeeonomy  " 
that  but  one  of  them  should  attend  at  a  time,  and  a  vote  to 
that  effect  was  passed. 

The  Town  ProTidM  lu  Fcsponse  to  an  article  in  the  warrant 
toritssafety.  «  To  See  whether  the  Town  will  take  any 
measures  for  their  mutual  safety  in  this 
lime  of  anarchy  and  confusion/'  it  was  voted  'Hhat  the 
keeper  of  the  Town  stock  of  ammunition  should  be  Di- 
rected to  Deliver  out  of  the  s'd  Stock  to  each  man  that 
shall  appear  to  Support  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  on 
Monday  next,  Half  a  Pound  of  Powder  and  a  Proportional 
quantity  of  Ball."  Thi^  vote  wa^j  passed  in  September, 
and  had  reference  to  the  militia  ordered  out  to  protect  the 
court  at  Springlield,  under  Gen.  Shepherd.  A  coiui)any 
was  enlisted  in  Nortiiampton,  and  was  in  the  service.  ^  In 
Kovember  a  vote  was  passed  to  pay  for  the  two  barrels  of 
beef  supplied  by  Capt.  Allen  to  the  militia  that  went  to 
Springfield  in  September  last." 

A  NortbsmptoD  A  compauy  of  seventy-three  men  enlisted 
coropanr.  \ji  Northampton  early  in  1787»  and  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Hezekiah  Russell,  joined 
the  forces  under  Gen.  Shepherd  at  Springfield.  In  compli- 
ance  with  the  proclamation  calling  out  the  troops,  they  were 
to  serve  for  thirty  days,  but  they  received  pay  for  only 
twenty-five  days.  From  Springfield  they  marched  up  the 
river  to  intercept  Day,  and  after  the  dispersion  of  the  rebel 
forces,  were  st-ationed  at  Northfield.' 

1  For  list  of  muBM  M»  AppeiuUz. 
9  Ibtd. 
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OoiMthattoa  of  the  In  ^ay  the  convention  for  framing  the  con- 
Vntted  Stotea.  stitution  of  the  United  States  eonvened  at 
Philadelphia.  It  did  not  get  to  work,  how- 
ever, till  June.  After  a  session  of  four  months  a  document 
was  prepared  which  was  submitted  to  the  several  states  for 
ratification.  A  convention  for  that  purpose  was  held  in 
Maasachiiaetts  in  Jaim&ry,  1788.  Kortluuiipton  made 
choice  of  Caleb  Strong  and  Benjamin  Sheldon  as  dele- 
gates. They  were  chosen  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  preced- 
ing Novemher.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  an 
addzeeSy  ezpreesiug  the  sentiments  of  the  people  touching 
the  important  Wnsiness  for  which  they  were  appointed. 
This  document,  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
is  extended  in  full  upon  the  town  records.  It  is  as  follows : 

"  In  Conformltj  to  a  resolation  of  the  Genl  Court  of  the  2J5«''  of  Oc- 
tober last.  We  have  Delegat^<l  yon  to  meet  in  State  Convention  on  the 
Second  Wednesday  of  January  uext,  for  the  purpose  of  Adopting  or 
r^ectlog  the  Reported  OoDfltitntion  for  the  United  States  of  America. 
The  ot)ject  of  yonr  Mission  GtoDflemen  is  of  the  Highest  magnitude  in 
Hnro.'m  affairs.  Mnch  time  &  unwearied  application  are  requisite  in 
order  tbofonghly  tn  iBveftigate  it.  The  Civil  Dignity  of  this  State  ; 
of  'the  United  States ;  and  perhaps  of  Humanity  are  Suspended  upon 
this  Momentiis  QneatkMi ;  ft  We  wish  yon  Oentleinen  patiently  to  beer 
ft  attentively  to  lg«^»n<»M*  every  argument  that  Shall  he  oSteed  for  or 
egefnst  itB  Adoptton.  not  -n-ndtily  inflnenf-ed  by  Local  Considera- 

tions. Let  yonr  mind  be  impressed  with  the  Necessity  of  having  an 
EgiMd  JEoergettick  fMerel  Gh>veniiaent.  Tie  the  welfiHe  of  the  Union 
as  well  as  of  MaasacfansetlB  that  yon  are  to  Oonsnlt.  And  while  you 
are  tenaciouB  of  the  rights  &  Priviledges  of  the  People,  be  not  aflfraid 
to  Delegate  to  the  federal  Government  Sach  Powers  as  are  absolutely 
Necessary  for  advancing  &  Maintaining  our  National  Honor  &  happi* 
neee.  Bat  Gtantlemen  we  mean  not  to  give  yon  FositiTe  instmctionB 
relatife  to  yonr  Voting  for  or  against  the  reported  Oonstitotloa.  When 
in  oonvention  you  will  Have  the  Collected  wisdom  of  the  Sf  ate  lK?fore 
you.  Will  hear  all  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject.  &  will  Consetjuent- 
ly  be  able  to  form  a  Judicious  opinion ;  and,  having  the  fullest  Confi- 
dence in  yonr  Political  wiadonit  Integrity  ft  Batriotiem,  we  Cheer^ 
fully  (on  onr  part)  Sabmit  the  all  important  Qnestiou  to  your  Decision. 
And  we  Vp*»ech  the  a1wi^*>  Gh>7emorof  the  world  to  tnte  the  Cnnven- 
tion  under  his  holy  influence*  that  eo  the  reeolt  may  be  The  best  Good 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

''Saxitbi.  Hbhshaw,  Chairman. 
*'Qy  order  of  the  Oonunittee. 
*'Korthampton,  Hot.  3d,  1787." 
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The ConiUttttionfti  The  body  to  wiiicli  tiiis  inoi)iei)t<)iis  question 
GonTention.  ^^.a  submitted,  was  composed  of  three  hun- 
dred fifty  Tuembers,  among  whom  were 
many  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  State,  men  who 
liad  served  in  the  federal  congress,  and  had  been  members 
of  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Ooy.  Hancock  presided.  At  the  suggestion  of 
Caleb  Strong  of  this  town,  it  was  voted 

'*  that  this  oonvemtiott,  sensible  bow  important  it  is  that  the  great 
subject  submitted  to  their  determination  should  be  discussed  and  coai- 

sidered  with  moderation,  candor,  stkI  flf^libf^ra+imi,  will  enter  into  a  free 
conversation  on  tiie  several  parts  thereof,  by  paragraphs,  until  every 
member  shaU  have  had  opportunity  to  express  his  sentimeuts  on  the 
same ;  after  wbicSi  the  oonvention  will  consider  and  debate  at  large  the 
question  whether  this  couTentioii  will  adopt  and  ratify  the  proposed 
constitution,  bpf^re  HTn-  vote  is  taken  expressive  of  the  sense  <rf  the 
convention  upon  the  whole  or  any  part  tl^ereof.** 

This  proposition  of  the  Northampton  delegate  was  fully 
carried  out,  and  tlie  convention  consnmed  nearly  a  month 
in  the  consideration  of  the  document.  Many  delegates 
were  dissatisfied  with  it,  and  it  was  ratified  by  a  meagre 
majority  of  nineteen  votes.  Botli  the  Nortnampton  dele- 
gates voted  in  its  favor. 

B«galaUons  to  be  Ob*.  In  March,  1789,  the  town  undertook  to 
a«ry«d  »t  Funeraia.  rogulate  the  method  of  conducting  fu- 
neral processions.  The  warrant  specified 
a  "  more  orderly  method  of  walking  to  funerals."  A  com- 
mittee was  entrusted  with  the  consideration  of  the  matter^ 
who  reported  in  May : — 

"WhercR''  it  i"  tbe  opinion  of  this  Town  that  funeral?  ongbt  to  V>e 
conducted  with  great  decency  and  decomm  in  order  to  impress  on  the 
minds  of  the  rising  &  risen  generation  the  importance  of  the  awful 
solemnity,  and  to  render  the  House  of  monming  better  than  the  House 
of  l^tingi  Be  it,  therefore  recommended  to  all  the  bihahitants  of  this 
Town  to  obsen'e  tbe  following  regulations  at  fnnerals  :  — 

"1.  That  the  relations  of  the  deceased  follow  next  the  corse  two 
&two. 

"2.  If  the  deceased  was  a  male  person,  the  males  are  to  follow  next 
the  mourners,  two  A  two,— and  the  women  after  them,  two  ^  two— bnt 

if  the  deneaf^d  was  a  woman,  then  the  women  are  to  foUow  next  the 
mourners.  6fc  the  men  after  them. 

'■3.  Those  on  Horseback  are  to  fall  la  after  the  foot  folks.  Horses 
two  A  two,  and  the  Carriages  are  to  follow  in  the  rear  of  the  proces- 
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non.  And  it  is  zieqadsted  that  no  person  walk  or  ride  on  either  side  the 
prcNseadon  from  the  Botise  to  fhe  Ghrsve." 

And  in  **  order  to  eamj  the  tangms^  regulatioiis  into  df«ct,"  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  ten  persons  was  appointed  and  "requested  to  at- 
tend nt  funerals  &  to  regulate  the  procession  HErT''^  ;'^ly  to  the  foregoing 
re«ji»mineii(lation  untill  the  Kume  shall  become  iiiibiiual  Lo  the  people.'' 

The  above  report  was  considered  and  adopted  by  the 
towu,  aaid  iienceforward  funerals  were  conducted  with 
''decency  and  decoram,'*  and  no  doubt  the  minds  of  the 
rising  g^eration  were  soitably  impressed  thereby. 

# 

Town  Clock  <mt  of    The  town  clock  had  grown  old  and  was  ont 
Repair.  of  order  in  1790.  A  committee  recommend- 

ed  that  it  would  he  better  oconomy  to  pur- 
chase a  new  clock,  than  to  re|)air  the  old  one,  inasmuch  iiS 
a  new  one  would  cost  but  £30.  The  matter  was  referred  to 
tlie  next  town-meeting,  but  was  not  called  up  at  that  time, 
for  there  is  no  other  reoord  relative  to  the  subject. 

XMMifMtariiigiii  At  the  close  of  the  Revolution  ITew  Eng- 
NortiMmptoii.  l^nd  had  no  manufactures.  Nearly  all  that 
had  been  commenced  were  obliged  by  the 
hard  times  to  suspend.  Very  little  machinery  existed  or 
was  in  use  throuj^lioiit  the  entire  country.  Only  here  and 
there  in  any  of  the  inland  towns  wa.s  anything  of  the  kind 
carried  on,  and  that  in  a  very  limited  manner,  almost 
wholly  by  manual  labor.  Two  years  before  the  war  broke 
out,  NoT'thampton  contained  a  small  establishment  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  coai^  pottery  then  in  use,  but  before 
the  war  closed,  even  that  bad  ceased  to  exist.  When  affairs 
became  more  settled,  and  business  in  consequence  began  to 
revive,  the  forerunners  of  the  splendid  system  of  manu- 
factures, which  has  since  made  New  England  famous, 
were  commenced  by  enterprising  citizens  in  different  parts 
of  the  Commonwealth.  The  second  attempt  at  manufac- 
turing worthy  of  the  name  in  Northampton,  was  the  paper- 
mill,  established  by  William  Butler,  at  what  was  subse- 
quently known  as  the  ''Paper  Mill  Village."  He  made 
there  by  hand  all  the  paper  tised  in  printing  the  Gazette. 
In  1817,  he  sold  the  mill  to  his  brother  Daniel,  who  carried 
it  on  till  his  death  in  1849.  It  afterwards  passed  into  the 
hands  of  William  Clark  and  was  continued  under  different 
proprietors  till  the  property  was  bought  by  the  present 
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owner,  E.  E,  Wood,  who  is  now  running  a  profitable  cut- 
lery establishment  on  the  old  site. 

i>aok  HurafMMioiy.    Within  two  or  three  years  after  the  estab> 

lishment  of  the  paper-mill,  a  factory  for 

the  manufacture  of  Duck,  or  canvas  cloth,  was  commenced 
by  Levi  Sliepliard.  He  came  to  this  town  in  1765,  and 
npi}Tied  a  store  for  tli»^  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines,  and  from 
that  fact  was  called  Dr..  fhough  he  was  not  a  physician. 
He  continued  this  business,  addiiig  groceries  and  dry  goods 
and  many  other  things  that  are  found  in  a  well  equipped 
country  store,  till  his  deatli  in  T805J  He  began  the  manu- 
facture of  Duck  in  1789.  The  year  previous  he  advertised 
in  the  Hampshire  Gazette  for  proposals  for  making  the 
material.  It  is  the  opinion,'^  he  says,  "  of  the  best  judges 
that  this  nsef ul  article  may  be  manufactured  in  this  part 
of  the  country  to  great  advantage  to  the  people,  and  in  a 
short  time  become  a  most  valuable  article  of  commerce, 
as  our  coxmty  is  so  well  suited  to  the  raising  of  flax." 
About  the  same  time  he  also  advertised  for  1000  lbs,  of 
water-rotted  flax,  to  be  paid  for,  one  half  in  dry  goods,  and 
one  half  in  cash.  Probably  he  failed  to  receive  satisfactory 
proposals  for  tlie  manufacture,  for  he  ImlM  a  factory  on  the 
rear  of  his  home  lot  at  the  north  corner  of  what  are  now 
River  and  Pleasant  Streets.  It  was  a  large  building  of  con- 
siderable length,  and  was  located  near  the  site  of  the  livery- 
stahle  of  the  late  E.  T.  Wood.  Many  of  its  foundation 
stones  may  still  be  seen  in  that  vicinity.  Weaving  was 
carried  on  in  a  portion  of  the  building,  and  spinning  in 
another,  though  much  of  the  flax  was  spun  in  private  fam- 
ilies. The  machinery  was  operated  by  hand  power,  either 
a  boy  or  girl  turning  the  wheel.  The  distaff  with  the  flax 
for  the  warp  was  fastened  to  the  side  of  the  spinner,  and 
the  tow  or  filling  spinners  held  the  carded  tow  in  their 
hands  while  walking  up  and  down.  Gk»vemment  offered  a 
bounty  of  8s.  per  bolt  for  Buck.  He  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness until  his  death,  and  in  the  year  1800,  supplied  govern- 
ment with  this  cloth. 

1  In  ft  sliort  time  ha  tocmed  a  partiiersliip  vith  Dr.  £beae2dr  Huut,  which  ooatin- 
aMltmdor  the  linn  name  o£  Shepbud  A  Hoot,  toortoMi  jmn.  A  naw  11m,  Breok, 

Shephard  &  Clark,  aoon  foUo-wed,  "which  was  dissolved  in  the  fall  of  178T.  He  re- 
mained Aloue  in  batinew  ior  &  aiunbex  of  fears,  then  aMooi*t»d  with  hliaseif  Mm  two 
0O9M,  Levi  and  Thomas. 
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A  Bopewaik.  Rope.was  also  maniifa^tnror!  by  Mr.  Shep- 
hard.  In  oue  part  of  the  ouilding  flax  was 
spun  and  Diu^k  made,  vvJiile  the  Test  of  it  was  used  as  a 
ropewaik.  As  many  skeiiiS  of  yaru  as  were  needed  for  the 
rope  were  attached  to  hooks  fafitened  to  a  drcular  disk. 
This  was  revolved  by  a  man  taming  a  crank,  and  the  cords 
or  threads  were  twisted  into  ropes  of  the  reqnired  size. 
Bopes  were  very  extensively  used  in  those  times.  Very  lit- 
tle leather  was  used  in  a  harness,  horses  were  guided  with 
ropes,  and  trac^  were  made  of  the  same  material.  Cart 
ropes  were  indispensable  with  the  old-fashioned  carts  and 
ladders,  and  were  very  common  in  Northampton.  A  regu- 
lar cart  rope  was  sixty,  seventy,  or  eighty  feet  long,  a  "bur- 
den for  one  man  to  carry,  and  some  skill  and  experience 
were  needed  to  bind  a  load  properly.  Th^^  mpe  was  put 
around  the  four  corners  of  the  load,  across  its  width,  and 
through  its  length.  Individiials  made  ropes  for  themselves 
and  others,  years  before  Mr.  Shephard  started  ids  factory, 
but  he  was  the  first  who  made  them  on  a  large  scale. 

A  Naw  sefaooi-Bouseb    At  the  November  meeting  the  town  de- 
cided to  baild  a  new  school-honse,  and 

Hhe  committee  was  instructed  to  erect  it  in  the  most  con- 
venient Place  between  the  Court-House  and  Dr.  Shephard's 

Shop,"*  and  they  were  to  apply  to  the  Connty  Conrt  for 
permission  to  place  it  there.  For  building  it  £200  were 
Hpproy>riated,  and  the  dimensions  were  left  to  thf  jndgTnont 
of  the  building  committee.  The  materials  of  the  old  brick 
school-honse  were  to  be  employed  as  far  as  practicable  in 
building  the  new  one.  Apparently  there  were  some  per- 
sons who  thought  that  more  than  one  school-house  was 
needed,  for  in  December  a  special  meeting  was  called  to 
reconsider  the  vote  ordering  the  new  school-honse,  and  to 
"see  if  the  town  will  baild  one  or  more  school  houses,''  but 
it  was  voted  not  to  reconsider  the  former  vote. 

A Traininc  Fteid.     On  Pancake  Plain  a  field  for  training  the 

militia  had  been  oF^tablished,  and  at  the 
May  meeting  the  question  of  clearing  it  wfus  brought  be- 
fore the  town,  but  it  was  decided  in  the  negative.  An 

1  Dr.  Shepherd's  shop  wftsoa  tbe  comer  now  occupied  by  tbe  First  National  BAok 
BolUUiig. 
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order  to  repair  Lickingwater  bridge  -was  adojjted,  and  in- 
structions givea  to  emplojr  "town  debtors  '  in  preference 
to  other  persons  to  do  the  work, 

B«u  piariag  Pzo.    Both  the  meeting-house  and  the  Conrt- 
bibited.  House  suffered  conf-  1  t  able  damage,  espe- 

cially to  their  windows  by  ball  playing  in 

tbo  streets,  consequently  in  1791,  a  by-law  was  enacted  by 

which  foot  ball,  hand  ball,  bat  ball,  or  any  otlior  g^me  of 
bail  was  prohibited  within  ten  rods  of  the  Court  House 
easterly  and  twenty  rods  of  the  Meeting  House  soutli  west- 
erly, neither  shall  they  throw  any  stones  at  or  over  the 
said  Meeting  House  or  Court  House"  on  a  penalty  of  5s., 
one  half  to  go  to  the  coiiipiaiuani  and  the  rest  to  the  town. 

iHm«ofBeii«ioos8er>  TMs  year  in  Noyember,  occurs  the  first 

vices  fixed  Teacti    rocordcd  votc  concerning  the  time  of 

6t  of  SingiQS  Em-  .  i**  •  h/mi 

ployed.  commencing  religious  services  on  the  Sab- 

bath, when  it  was  provided  that  the 
morning  service  should  begin  at  10.30  o'clock.   During  the 

pastorate  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker,  the  morning  services  began 
at  10  o'clock  and  ended  at  Vl,  and  in  the  afternoon  they 
were  still  longer.  Another  vote  of  importance  ]»assed  this 
year,  the  first  of  its  kind,  was  that  to  employ  a  sing- 
ing-master, "  to  instruct  the  Singers  in  the  art  of  Psalmody 
for  three  mouths."  xlbner  Baker  was  the  hrst  person  em- 
ployed for  this  purpose.  In  December  he  petitioned  for 
an  allowance  for  time  spent  in  teaching  singing.  The  next 
year  he  was  paid  £3  for  his  services.  From  this  time  on- 
ward the  singing-master  became  a  fixture,  and  frequent 
items  for  his  payment  may  be  found  in  the  record  of  town 
expenses. 

ChttnfhMosic.  For  many  years  the  people  of  New  England 
were  greatly  agitated  over  the  question  of 
church  music.  Previous  to  the  eighteenth  century  there 
had  been  no  very  systematic  efforts  made  to  guide  the  sing- 
ing in  the  meeting-house,  or  to  instruct  the  singers.  All 
sang  by  rote,  and  less  than  a  dozen  different  tunes  were  in 
use.  It  was  congregational  singing  in  every  sense  of  the 
word.  Singing-books  were  scarce,  and  the  Psalms  and 
Hymns  were  "Deaconed."  After  the  minister  had  read 
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the  psalm  and  the  tune  had  been  announced  in  a  stentorian 
voice  by  the  deacon  or  precentor,  the  deacon  read  one  line 
and  the  people  sang  it ;  then  they  waited  till  the  next  line 
was  read-  This  method  always  tediouvS,  often  ill  performed, 
and  generally  unsatisfactory,  fell  into  disrepute,  and  a  vig- 
orous attempt  was  made  for  its  improvemeut.  The  clergy 
were  conspicuoas  in  condemnation  of  it,  and  eameetly  ad> 
Tocated  a  reformation.  Then  arose  a  controversy  which 
extended  throughout  New  England,  and  for  many  years 
the  question  of  ''singing  by  rule  or  rote''  was  the  theme 
of  animated  discussion.  Slowly  the  system  of  singing  by 
rule  gained  ground,  and  the  young  people  began  to  take 
lessons  in  singing  and  sociability.  At  first  there  was  strong 
opposition  to  singing-sohools,  and  the  older  citizens  came 
tardily  into  the  method.  Schools  were  opened  in  various 
towns  in  the  vicinity,  certainly  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  possibly  before.  Such  schools 
were  in  operation  in  Hatfield  and  Hadley  in  1768,  and  in 
1771.  They  were  sustained  for  some  time  by  subscription, 
and  afterwards,  when  their  enicicncy  was  recognized,  sup- 
ported by  the  towu.  Some  wanted  them  placed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  town,  because  they  were  afraid  that  the 
young  people  would  govern  if  they  were  not  under  the  con- 
trol of  officers  appointed  by  the  town.^  ''Singing  Lec- 
tures,'' at  which  the  minister  preached,  and  the  singers  gave 
evidence  of  their  proficiency,  formed  a  part  of  the  new 
system  of  musical  education.  They  were  frequently  held 
in  various  towns  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  though 
there  is  no  mention  of  any  in  Northampton  till  1773.  Five 
years  before,  the  singers  of  the  towns  of  Hatfield  and  Had- 
ley met  in  the  latter  town.  There  was  a  lecture  and  sing- 
ing in  the  afternoon,  and  apparently  a  concert  by  the  two 
schools  in  the  evening.  The  Hatfield  .singers  seem  to  have 
been  sumptuously  entertained  by  their  Hadley  friends. 
Singing-schools  were  held  sometimes  at  private  houses,  and 
sometimes  in  the  meeting-house. 

cbaiiRo  in  stagtnc   The  change  in       method  of  singing  was 
in  NorttMiDptoD.    made  in  this  town,  as  nearly  as  cau  be  ascer- 
tained, about  the  year  1770,  and  was  not 
effected  without  considerable  opposition.    One  reason 

1  Jodd'ftDiMT. 
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urge<J  by  those  wlio  opposed  the  innovation  was,  that  many 
of  the  jjeople  had  no  psahii-books,  and  could  not  know 
what  the  choir  was  singing,  unless  it  wa-s  read  by  the  dea- 
con. The  change  was  gradual,  ajid  began  with  the  first 
hymn  only,  hut  by  degrees  it  was  carried  through  the 
whole  service.  When  the  choir  was  first  introduced  into 
public  worship  is  uncertain,  but  probably  it  was  about  this 
time*  There  was  very  little  use  for  a  clioir  under  the  old 
system.  Choristers  seem  to  have  heen  employed  to  set  the 
tune  and  lead  the  singing  before  the  choir  was  formed. 
But  it  is  probable  that  the  choir  did  not  come  in  till  after 
the  old  method  of  singing  was  abandoned  and  singing- 
schools  were  established.  Evidently  there  were  schools  for 
t^ching  music  In  1773,  and  probably,  if  a  master  was 
hired,  he  was  paid  by  subscription.  The  chorister,  how< 
ever,  was  employed  much  earlier  than  this.  About  1755, 
Daniel  Pomeroy  was  chorister,  and  he  was  followed  in  the 
office  by  Joseph  Root,  Joseph  Parsons,  and  Timothy 
Dwight.  Dea.  Kbenezer  Pomeroy  was  an  excellent  reader, 
celebrated  for  the  manner  in  which  he  ''Deaconed  the 
Psalm,"  line  by  line.  After  the  new  method  was  adopted, 
Josiah,  Isaac  and  Jacob  Parsons,  Caleb  Strong  and  others, 
would  leave  the  meeting-house  just  before  the  last  singing. 
The  singers  frequently  met  at  Dea.  Supply  Zingsley*s  to 
practice,  and  occasionally  at  Major  Hawley's.  He  was 
not  much  of  a  singer,  but  was  very  fond  of  music.  Korth- 
ampton  was  noted  in  Mr.  Bdwards'  day,  before  the  evolu- 
tion of  the  choir,  for  the  excellence  of  its  church  music.  ^ 
The  reputation  of  the  town  in  this  respect  was  not  suffered 
to  diminisK  The  choir,  in  a  few  years,  became  one  of  the 
largest  associations  of  singers  in  this  region,  and  contained 
many  fine  musicians. 

1  Iti  TVIr.  Edwards'  account  of  "  Surprising  Convorsiona,"  during  the  great  revival 
ot  lids  to  1785,  he  bears  the  followlo^  tribute  to  the  eseettoace  of  tbi«  p«»rt  of  tbe 
Sunday  aervloee; — **  Oar  publlo  prafams  were  then  groatly  onllTeoed.  Ood  vac  them 
served  in  our  PRalrartdy,  in  somn  measure,  iu  the  beauty  of  hnlinf'ss.  It  has  beftii  ob- 
servable that  there  has  been  scarce  any  part  oC  divine  worship,  wherein  good  men 
anoncat  os  baye  had  sraoe  eo  dtawa  forth*  and  their  hearts  ao  lifted  up  In  the  w«ys 
of  God.  as  In  gfngrinp  hfs  prafses,  Our  congregation  excelled  all  that  I  ever  knew  in 
the  external  part  of  the  duty  before,  the  men  generally  carrying  regularly  and  weU. 
three  parts  of  music,  and  the  women  a  part  by  themselTes.**— p.  19. 
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Tho  SohootHoDse.  Tli^  reason  for  attempting  to  reconsider  the 
vote  for  building  a  new  school -house  at  the 
center  of  the  town  became  apparent  at  the  December  meet- 
ing in  1791.  A  committee  reported  that  the  old  school- 
house  at  Lickingwater  (South  Street)  was  not  worth  repair- 
ing, and  that  a  new  one  could  be  built  there  for  £38,  and 
the  old  school  building.  Thereupon,  Oapt.  BusseU  offered 
to  do  the  work  for  that  amount,  and  a  vote  was  passed  em- 
powering him  to  carry  out  his  proposition.  Tbe  school- 
house  was  built,  and  in  it  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  town,  girls  and  boys  attended  school  together.  For 
many  years  a  master  was  at  the  head  of  it,  female  teachers 
not  being  employed  till  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. 

WuiMd  out  of  Town.  In  December,  1791,  more  than  one  hun- 
dred persons,  many  of  tliem  lieads  of 
families,  were  "warned  out  of  town."  There  was  no  dis- 
crimination as  to  occupation,  abUity  or  position.  Among 
them  were  named  day-laborers,  traders,  yeomen,  card- 
makers,  pump  makers,  cordwainers,  blacksmiths,  joiners, 
wheelwrights,  gentlemen,  sadlers,  foreigners,  dock-mak- 
ers, negromen,  masons,  tanners,  bookbinders,  painters, 
hair-dressers,  single  women,  and  widows.  Many  of  the 
men  were  married  and  had  families,  so  that  tho  whole 
number  of  persons,  if  they  had  but  one  chUd  each  (and 
some  of  them  had  more),  mtist  have  amounted  to  upwards 
of  two  hundred.  They  were  characterized  as  persons 
"who  have  lalely  come  into  this  town  for  the  purpose  of 
abiding  therein,"  and  "not  having  obtained  the  town*s 
consent  therefor,"  it  was  ordered  "that  he,  she  or  they 
respectively  depart  the  liivuis  thereof  with  their  children 
and  others  under  their  care  within  15  days."  Two  years 
before  the  law  respecting  the  qualifications  of  permanent 
inhabitants  had  been  re-enacted  by  the  Legislature,  and  the 
town  for  the  first  time  taking  action  under  it,  made  a 
wholesale  requisition  upon  all  who  had  not  obtained  the 
proper  permission  to  become  residents.  The  object  of  this 
law  was  to  prevent  transient  persons  or  persons  of  ques- 
tioiiable  morals  or  uncertain  character  from  becoming  resi- 
dents, and  thus  acquiring  a  legal  "  settlement  **  within  its 
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limits.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  none  but  paupers,  or 
such  persons  as  it  was  apprehended  were  likely  to  become 
so  were  warned."  It  was  to  ensure,  as  far  as  might  be»  the 
moral  and  industrial  character  of  the  community,  thereby 
adding  to  the  permanency  of  the  mimicipality,  and  to  keep 
out  idlers,  non-prodncers,  and  irresponsible  or  undesirable 
settlers,  who  might  become  a  burden  upon  the  taxpayers. 
This  law  had  been  in  force  since  the  colony  was  established, 
and  had  been  resorted  to  at  many  different  times  during 
the  existence  of  the  town,  but  there  is  no  other  record  of  a 
similarly  generous  application  of  its  provisions.  The  de- 
sign of  building  a  canal  around  the  rapids  in  Connecticut 
River  at  South  ITadley,  was  in  agitation  about  this  time, 
and  possibly  attracted  many  who  were  in  search  <:>f  employ- 
ment. Some  of  tlie  persons  warned  were  afterwards  among 
the  most  prominent  business  men  of  the  place  and  it  is  not 
yery  probable  that  the  population  of  the  town  was  mate- 
rially diminished  by  this  sweeping  application  of  the 
statute.  Among  the  list  of  names  may  be  found  those  of 
James  Tappan,  trader ;  Fortimatus  Prescott,  painter ;  Na- 
than Storrs,  clock-maker ;  Christopher  Slack  and  Medad 
Pomeroy,  yeomen ;  and  Samuel  Breck,  tailor. 
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MAJOR  JOSEPH  HAWUEY. 

Birth  and  Anoeatvy.   JOSEPH  Hawley  was  born  in  H^ortbamp- 

ton,  Oci  8'^  1738.    He  was  the  son  of 

Lient.  Joseph  Ha^^ley,  and  Rebecca,  danghter  of  Rev.  Sol- 
omon Stoddard,  second  minister  of  Northampton.  His 
grandfather,  the  first  Joseph.  Hawley,  married  Lj^dia, 
daughter  of  the  famous  Capt.  Samuel  Marshall,  who  lost 
his  life  at  the  memorable  assanlt  upon  the  Narraganset.t 
Fort,  in  1676.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  a  trader,  a  man 
highly  respected,  and  much  employed  in  pablic  affairs^  but 
snbject  to  periods  of  depression  and  melancholy,  and  dur- 
ing one  of  them  he  took  his  own  life.* 

BarirBdneaUon.     Major  Hawley'  was  indebted  to  the  schools 
of  his  native  town  for  his  early  education, 
and  throughout  life  he  manifested  a  strong  interest  in 

them,  donating  by  "will  a  portion  of  his  estate  for  their 
maintenance.  Dr.  Samuel  Matlier,  with  whom  he  was 
afterwards  associated  in  the  transaction  of  much  town, 
business,  taught  the  town  school  for  about  ten  years  after 
1729,  and  tohiui  undoubtedly,  young  Hawley  was  indebted 
for  the  rudiments  of  his  education.  The  st-andard  of  the 
town  schools  had  ere  this  been  raised  to  a  grade  that  ren- 
dered them  competent  to  fit  students  for  college.  It  is  not 
certain  whether  Mr.  Hawley  depended  wholly  upon  the 
town  schoolmaster  for  his  preparation  for  college,  or  sup- 
plemented those  studies  by  the  aid  of  his  grandfather  Stod- 
dard. Certain  it  is,  howeyer,  that  he  was  an  apt  scholar, 
and  entered  Yale  College  in  1739,  when  sixteen  years  of 
age,  graduating  three  years  afterwards. 

1  See  p.  79. 

3  The  followiog  IftcU  ooncexixiiig  tb«  Lite  o£  itajor  Hawlej  b&Te  been  ooupHed 
from  the  Jodd  M88. ;  from  the  Addceea  to  the  Hempihlra  Bar  bj  Geo.  BUee  in  18M; 

from  Uie  Works  of  Johlk  Adttns;  from  original  papers  in  the  pogaesalon  ijf  Mr.  C.  L. 
Shaw  of  iUitoria,  L.  I.;  and  from  tbe  Eawiey  papera  ia  the  Bancroft  coUectios,  in 
the  Lenox  Xtibtaxy,  K.  T. 
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ciiapiaiii  at  uie  Si«««  luteiidiiig  to  devote  himself  to  tiie  mia- 
of  Lottisburg.  istry,  he  entered  upon  a  course  of  study 
at  Harvard  College  soon  after  graduation. 
Little  is  known  oonoeming  his  ecclesiastical  education 
other  than  that  he  was  at  Cambridge  in  1744.  The  next 
year  occurred  the  celebrated  expedition  against  Louisburg, 
in  which,  being  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  be  served  as 
chaplain  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  his  cousin,  Col. 
Josepb  Dwigbt  of  Brookfield.  Tn  this  capacity  "he  re- 
mained till  the  fall  of  the  city.  Major  Setli  Pomeroy  in 
his  jonmal  of  that  campaign  allndos  to  occupying  a  room, 
during  sickness,  with  Chaplain  Hawley  within  the  city. 

studi««Law.  Whether,  like  his  grandfather  Hawley,  he 
occasiomdly  occupied  a  pulpit  in  some  of 
the  neighboring  towns,  there  is  no  positive  evidence,  but 
like  him,  Mr.  Hawley  soon  gave  up  preaching,  and  com-  - 
menced  the  study  of  law  under  the  tinfion  of  Gen.  Phine- 
has  Lyman  of  Suffield.  In  1749,  Mr.  Hawley  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  Horthampton,  soon  taking  high  rank 
in  his  profession. 

A  Voiuatdw.  Ill  tlie  snljsefjuent  wars  between  the  French 

and  English,  Major  Hawley  was  active, 
earning  in  1754  the  rank  of  major,  by  which  he  was  after- 
wards designated  through  life.  Allusion  to  such  service 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  these  pages.  He  encouraged 
his  brother  Elisha,  who  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain  during 
the  succeeding  French  and  Indian  wars,  writing  to  him 
many  letters  of  advice  and  encouragement;  and  he  sin- 
cerely mourned  his  untimely  end. 

Flist Public OfflM.  In  town  affairs  he  was  first  called  to  servo 
as  selectmaji  in  1747,  and  during  the  next' 
forty  years  his  name  was  scarcely  ever  omitted  from  the 
board.  He  was  chosen  town  clerk  three  years  afterwards, 
and  was  often  made  moderator  of  town-meetings. 

Oppose*  Rot.  Mr.    Hardly  had  he  become  fairly  settled  in  the 
Bdwttrdk.  practice  of  the  law,  when  the  trouble  which 

resulted  in  the  dismissal  of  his  cousin,  Kev. 
Jonathan  Edwards,  occurred.  Mr.  Hawley,  young  and 
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impetuous,  threw  himself  into  this  controversy  "with  all 
the  earnestness  and  persistence  of  youth.  Many  of  the 
details  of  this  unforkmate  affair  have  beea  rehearsed  in 
former  clia]»ters  of  this  work,  and  need  no  fnrther  men- 
tion. His  snhsequont  apologies  to  Mr.  Edwards,  the  first 
of  which  is  given  to  the  public  for  the  first  time  in  these 
pages,  attest  his  nobility  of  character,  and  prove  that  he 
sincerely  regretted  what  he  considered  an  nnjust  course  of 
conduct. 

i««LftW7«r.  Hi^  ^'^w  ])ractice  steadily  increased,  and  h& 
soon  reached  a  position  at  the  licad  of  the 
bar  in  this  section  of  the  state,  even  in  competition  with 
such  men  as  John  Worthington,  Simeon  Strong,  and  Moses 
and  John  Bliss.  As  a  lawyer  his  reputation  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  a  case  which  grew  out  of  the  opposition  to  the 
Stamp  Act.  Seth  Warren  was  charged  with  an  assault 
upon  the  sheriff,  Thomas  Williams,  in  the  person  of  his 
deputy,  John  Morse,  and  releasing  from  the  custody  of 
Morse,  one  John  Franklin.  The  case  was  tried  at  Great 
Barrington,  Sept.  2^,  1766.  Warren  pleaded  not  guilty, 
but  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  £3  and 
costs,  to  the  amount  of  £4.fJ.8  more.  Mr.  Hawley  was  en- 
gaged to  defend  Warren,  and  hp  :ip]>ealed  the  case  to  the 
next  Court  of  Assize  to  he  held  at  Springfiehl.  The  verdict 
was  sustained.  It  was  claimed  that  this  decision  was  ille- 
gal, and  a  controversy  arose  over  the  case.  Thomas  Hutch- 
inson was  at  this  time  Chiei  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court, 
and  one  of  the  administration  lawyers  }ekttempted  to  vindi- 
cate the  Ohlef  Justice.  This  called  out  from  Mr.  Hawley 
a  f uU  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  which  he  published 
in  the  Boston  Evening  Post  of  July  6^  and  28<^,  in  1767. 
.  In  these  documents  he  handled  the  Chief  Justice  so  severely 
that  the  latter  suspended  him  from  practice.  But  Mr. 
Hawley  was  a  man  of  too  much  ability  and  influence  to 
suffer  long  from  such  an  arbitrary  proceeding,  and  he  was 
goon  restored  to  his  former  standing. 

Major  Hawley  was  popular  as  an  advocate,  and  very 
early  in  his  career  acquired  a  reputation  that  was  almost 
certain  to  win  for  him  employment  in  nearly  all  important 
trials.   His  fair  and  honorable  methods  of  practice  gained 
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him  the  favor  of  juries,  and  his  style  of  argument,  always 
clear,  forcible  and  candid,  ever  commanded  the  attention 
of  the  court.  Well-read  in  his  profession,  he  was  probably 
more  conversant  with  the  forms  of  old  English  law  tiian 
most  of  his  contemporaries.  In  connection  with  other 
eminent  members  of  the  bar,  he  greatly  improved  the 
methods  of  practice  then  prevailing,  and  the  standard  of 
pleading  gradually  assumed  through  their  influence  its 
present  elTioient  system.  His  practice  was  not  as  extensive 
as  that  of  Col,  Worthington.  He  had  very  little  to  do  in 
the  Worcester  conrts,  but  he  regularly  attended  those  of 
Berkshire.  As  an  advocate  he  was  more  popular  with  the 
jury  than  the  court. 

"  As  an  advocate  he  waa  powerful  and  successful.  He  was  irvAVP  and 
BCdemn  in  his  demeanor ;  he  was  i^trictly  couiicieutiou&,  and  he  had  au 
histmctiTe  abhorrenoe  of  anytfaiiig  approacbing  deceit.  Juries  had 
oonMenoe  in  his  aaaertUms ;  their  opinion  of  his  stem  and  unrelenting 
integrity,  made  them  very  ready  to  listen  to  him.  His  opinions  had 
with  them  great  weight."  * 

As  the  oldest  magistx'ate  in  the  county,  Major  Hawley 
occasionally  presided  in  the  Court  of  General  Sessions.  He 
was  active  and  zealous  as  a  magistrate.  In  1774,  ho  retired 
from  general  practice,  but  was  active  in  town,  county  and 
legislative  afiEairs  for  many  years.  Mr.  Hawley  retained  to 
a  great  degree  the  manners  and  peculiarities  of  our  puritan 
ancestors.  He  was  honored,  respected  and  feared  by  the 
younger  generation,  and  was  by  far  the  most  distinguished 
man  in  the  history  of  his  native  town,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 

ModeratBfuwa      Though  Ms  Teputatiou  as  a  lawj^er  was 
otargea.  equal  to  that  of  any  of  his  contemporaries, 

he  was  conscientious  in  all  his  dealings, 
•moderate  in  his  charges,  and  never  advocated  a  client 
whom  he  thought  to  be  in  the  wrong.  He  never  would 
take  a  fee  when  a  corporation  asked  advice,  nor  from  a 
widow  or  orphan.  People  were  constantly  consulting  him, 
and  he  would  take  but  a  pittance  for  his  services.  Often 
he  spent  an  afternoon,  and  charged  but  a  few  pence  for  his 
services.  For  a  writ  he  charged  12^  cents,  as  he  thought 
that  was  enough.  For  writing  a  will  the  price  was  is. ; 

1  Qeo.BUM.  AddraM  b«foria  Hftmpshlte  Bar,  p.  S7. 
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for  deeds,  8rl.  to  Is,  ;  for  writing  a  letter,  8d.  ;  for  labor  in 
collecting,  6s.  per  day  :  he  charged  the  town  for  making 
rates,  valuations,  etc. ,  is.  for  a  day's  work, 

Member  of  tiM  I<eg^ 

Major  Hawley  appears  first  as  a  member  of 

igutojre.  the  Legislature  in  1761.    In  a  private  letter 

dated  at  Boston.  In  January  of  that  year,  he 
speaks  of  being  *' wholly  a  new  Tfiomber,''  and  a,s  having 
had  '*  q\iite  respect  eno.  paid  me  by  Gentle"  of  the  Board 
&  Town.''  He  was  not  again  elected  till  1754.  In  the 
meantime  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  had  greatly  increased, 
and  w^hen  once  more  he  appeared  as  a  legislator,  lie  was 
recognized  as  a  man  of  influence  and  ability.  During  the 
years  which  intervened  from  his  first  to  his  third  election 
to  the  General  Court,  Major  Hawley  was  not  much  in  pub- 
lic lif e,  but  he  was  active  in  town  affairs.  It  was  then  that 
the  excitement  relative  to  the  Stamp  Act  enlisted  every 
patriot,  and  awakened  and  encouraged  that  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence which  eventually  resulted  in  freedom.  Though 
little  is  known  of  him  during  these  yeais,  though  he  was 
not  conspicuous  outside  of  his  own  town,  yet  he  strongly 
opposed  the  oppressions  of  the  mother-country,  and  nonr- 
ished  and  considered  those  principles  which  he  so  fear- 
lessly espoused  when  again  he  found  opportunity  to  advo- 
cate them. 

He  was  once  more  chosen  to  the  Legislature  in  1766, 
when  the  Stamp  Act  and  the  i  suits  of  opposition  to  it 
were  the  all  absorbing  topic,  iiiots  had  taken  place  in 
opposition  to  it,  and  parliament  proposed  that  the  losses 
occasioned  thereby  should  be  repaid.  Mr.  Hawley  took  a 
conspicuous  position  in  this  debate,  and  startled  the  com- 
munity by  the  boldness  and  vigor  of  his  statements.  At 
this  period  he  is  characterized  by  the  historian,  Palfrey,  as 
"a  patriot  now  first  rising  into  notice,  but  scarcely  sur- 
passed by  any  in  later  years  for  services  and  talents.'' 

A  Leader.  From  that  time  and  till  the  Bevolution  com- 

menced, he  was  annually  re-elected  to  the 
Legislature.  It  was  during  that  period  that  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  his  lifelong  enemy,  wrote  of  him  that  '*he 
was  more  attended  to  in  the  House,  than  any  of  the  lead- 
ers, but  less  active  out  of  it ;  he  was  equally  and  perhaps 
more  attended  to  than  Sam.  Adams." 
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FrioDdshtp  with  Jobn   III  1768,  Major  Hawley  Tuade  the  acquaint- 
Adwna.  auce  of  John  Adams.   It  was  a  friendship 

that  lasted  through  life.  Adams  was  en- 
gaged in  a  case  at  a  session  of  the  Court  in  Springfield, 
wMch  he  conducted  in  a  manner  tliat  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  Mr.  Hawley.  An  introduction  followed,  and  the 
two  men  became  intimate  friends. 

As  a  Presidiag      Major  Hawlej  had  the  rare  talent  of  con- 
<w»«er.  trolling  men,  especially  in  a  promiscuous 

assembly.  He  was  very  frequently  chosen 
moderator  of  town-meetings  at  home,  and  it  is  related  of 
him  that  while  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  a  town-me€?t- 
ing  was  held  in  Boston,  which  the  moderator  could  not 
manage.  Mr.  Hawley  was  sent  for,  and  succeed^  in  quell- 
ing the  disorder.* 

AStetesmuL  Gov.  Hutohinson,  in  1773,  endeavored  to 
conyince  the  Legislature  and  the  people  that 
Parliament  had  a  right  to  make  laws  for  America  and  to 
lay  taxes.  A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  House  to 
answer  this  speech.  Their'  report  was  the  most  elaborate 
state  paper  of  the  Kevolritionary  controvprsiy  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  Hutchinson  statet^  that  Mr.  Hawley  and  Samnel 
Adams  were  the  persons  who  liad  the  greatest  share  in  pre- 
paring it,  assisted  by  John  Adams,  who  was  not  then  a 
meml)er  of  the  Legislature,  hut  was  consulted  by  the  com- 
mittee at  tlie  instance  of  Major  Hawley.* 

Prominent  in  CounseL    In  the  legislative  struggle  relative  to  the 

Stamp  Act,  and  other  antagonisms  grow- 
ing out  of  it,  Major  Hawley  was  in  the  forefront  of  the 
battle.  Whatever  the  legislation  in  it  he  was  prominent, 
and  his  influence  was  everywhere  acknowledged.   He  was 

1  Bancroft:  Pspen,  I<eiiox  Libmcy. 

S  "The  House  aj^ointed  a  eotninlttee  to  take  Into  coneMwatlon  the  QoTemor*s 
epeeoh.  Major  flawley,  who,  far  (mm  aeannlDfr  the  ehavaeter  of  eommaQder*liHBhief 

cif  the  Hovisp.  itroteuclf-il  to  uotlr'mg.  still,  bowever,  iusisted  with  the  committee  in 
private  that  they  should  invite  John  Adams  to  meet  with  them,  and  to  take  his  oskin- 
loB  and  adTioe  upon  evety  unesttos.  So  oritloal  was  the  state  ot  aflaixs,  that  Samoel 

Adftins.  John  Hnncoct,  Thoiua-s  Cuahiug,  and  all  their  frit^nrls  arid  asioolate^.  could 
carry  no  c;Luestlon  upon  legal  and  oonstitatlonal  subjects  in  the  Honaeii  without  the 
countenanoOf  oonoonenoe,  and  support  of  ICaJor  Bawlej."— Worin  of  John  Adams, 
ToLSip.  SU. 
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a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Corrcspoudcnce  wliilo  the 
legislative  tight  was  oa,  and  his  opinions  were  sought,  and 
his  knowledge  of  law  relied  upon  in  every  emergency.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  committee  to  consider  the  State 
of  the  Province,"  and  on  the  committee  on  the  Boston  Port 
Bill.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  recapitulate  his  duties  dur- 
ing those  years ;  many  of  them  have  already  been  men- 
tioned in  the  history  of  the  times  heretofore  noted.  Wher- 
ever patriotism,  legal  ability  or  sound  common  sense  were 
needed,  there  Major  Hawley  was  conspicuous,  and  there 
his  talents  and  accomplishments  made  their  mark. 

Member  of  the  Pro-  When  Gov.  Gao^e  refused  to  recognize  the 
Tincifti  Caogreaa.  Lef^isLiture  choseii  under  precepts  issued  in 
his  own  name,  and  tlie  patriots  were  com- 
pelled either  to  yield  unconditionally  or  establish  another 
legislative  body  to  take  its  place,  they  chose  the  latter 
course,  and  Major  Hawley  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
**  Provincial  Congress.'*  He  was  present  at  the  three  ses- 
sions of  that  body.  Here  he  became  a  leader,  and  influ- 
enced, encouraged  and  sustained  the  patriot  cause.  The 
records  of  that  body  prove  that  he  was  one  of  its  most  in- 
fluential members,  often  on  committees,  and  frequently 
ordered  to  bring  in  some  special  and  important  act  of  legis- 
lation. The  duties  of  the  Provincial  Congress  were  mainly 
of  preparation  for  the  conflict,  the  formation  and  equip- 
ment of  the  militia,  the  adjustment  of  affairs  with  the  gov- 
ernments of  other  colonies,  and  the  Continental  Congress, 
It  was  a  time  for  action  and  not  for  sentiment  and  speech- 
making. 

Declines  an  Election  Wheu  dclegatos  wsre  choscu  to  the  Conti- 
to  tiH»  continentoi  noutal  Oougress,  Sfajor  Hawley  was  among 
the  most  eligible  candidates.  However  he 
declined  to  accept  the  position,  and  the  choice  fell  upon  his 
friend  John  Adams,  but  he  was  strongly  interested  in  the 
work  of  that  body,  and  endeavored  to  hold  a  consultation 
with  the  Massachusetts  delegates.  Just  previous  to  its  first 
session.  Major  Hawley  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams, 
inviting  the  delegation  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia  to 
come  to  Northampton,  or  if  that  was  impossible,  to  inform 
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him  when  they  wonld  pass  through  Springfield,  and  lie 
•would  endeavor  to  meet  them  there,  although  he  should  be 
compelled  to  '*  wait  two  or  three  days  for  it."  Failing  to 
meet  the  delegates,  as  they  did  not  pass  through  Spring- 
field, he  wrote  again  to  Mr.  Adams  abont  the  position  of 
affairs,  offering  for  the  consideration  of  himself  and  col- 
leagues certain  propositions,  which  he  denominated  "  Brok- 
en Hints."  This  document  was  placed  before  the  delega- 
tion, and  by  them  presented  to  the  prominent  men  from 
other  colonies*  When  the  contents  of  that  paper  were 
made  known  to  Patrick  Henry,  and  he  heard  the  senti- 
ment, "  Fight  we  must  finally  unless  Britain  retreats,'*  he 
exclaimed,  "  By  (>— d,  I  am  of  that  man's  mind." 

Major  Hawt«7 1>»>  The  Services  of  Major  Hawley  in  the  halls 
«ii0e8  aU  Offlae.  of  legislation  closed  with  his  duties  in  the 
Proviuciai  Congress.  Not  again  was  he  a 
member  of  the  House,  and  he  steadily  declined  all  further 
political  honor.  In  1780,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of.  the 
Massachusetts  Senate.  He  declined  the  position,  and  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  that  body  stating  his  reasons  therefor. 
His  principal  objection  seemed  to  be  an  unwillingness  to 
take  the  oath  of  office  required  of  its  members.  *  Soon  after 
he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts, 
but  he  declined  that  position  also. 

Impend  Health  Re-  While  Major  Hawley  on  high  moral 

sponsible  tor  muoli  ground  resolved  never  to  accept  any  office 
of  bia  Efteoemeai  ,  i  ^  -i 

otseif.  emohiinent  trom  any  goveriinient,  it 

may  also  be  believed  that  the  state  of  his 
health  had  much  to  do  with  his  unwillingness  to  burden 
himself  with  official  responsibility.  In  fact,  his  unfortu- 
nate infirmity  seems  to  have  dominated  his  whole  career. 
In  one  of  his  letters,  previously  quoted,  he  alludes  to  a  cer- 
tain trouble  that  unfitted  him  for  active  military  service. 
But  during  the  intervals  of  freedom  from  his  malady  of 
mind,  he  entered  heartily  into  the  work  of  sustaining  the 

1  rji^o  Maaeachugptts  constitution  of  17S0  compelled  every  member  of  its  Legrisla- 
ture  on  takiug  his  seat  to  subscribe  a  declaratiou  that  he  belieTed  the  CbrisiiaD 
r«lIgiOD.  This  regnlatlon  Joseph  Hawley,  who  bad  been  elected  to  the  first  Senate 
of  MMUchuseitto,  in  a  totter  to  that  body*  Motnly  oondemiMd.  *  *  *  He  e*Ued 
to  mind  ttaftt  the  founders  of  Msssselitieetts  while  elmrob  memberridp  wes  tbefr  eon- 
dition  for  granting  the  privilege  of  an  elector,  uever  t<ufterei.1  a  profession  of  the 

Chcisti«D  teligioa  to  be  made  before  » temporal  court."— Baoerott,  vol.  fi,  p.  155. 
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governrnont  and  connteracting  the  .sentiment  of  anarchy 
and  opposition  to  existing  laws,  at  one  time  so  prominent 
in  this  Sta-te.  His  iaflnence  in  town  and  county  was  great, 
and  he  did  much  to  nullify  the  movements  of  the  dema- 
gogues who  were  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  government. 
Though  there  were  outbreaks  within  his  own  coimty,  and 
scenes  of  Tiolence  in  his  own  town,  he  urged  moderation 
with  his  misguided  fellow-citizens,  and  in  some  instances 
by  his  timely  suggestions  succeeded  in  averting  an  out- 
break. Much  of  the  detail  of  the  work  he  performed  will 
be  found  under  the  heads  which  treat  of  these  disturbances, 
in  the  previous  chapters  of  this  volume. 

Him  Home  Lite.       Plain  and  simple  in  all  his  tastes,  Joseph 

HawlcT  lived  the  life  of  a  country  gentle- 
man, honored  and  respected  even  by  his  most  inveterate 
enemies.  In  summer  he  rose  at  five  o'clock,  an<i  in  winter 
at  six.  He  cared  for  his  own  stock,  ''did  the  chores  "  at 
the  barn,  himself,  while  his  wife  did  the  milking.  Ho  did 
not  carry  on  his  farm,  but  rented  his  meadow-land.  He 
conducted  religious  services  in  his  own  family  morning  and 
evening.  Twice  a  week  he  shaved,  and  always  visited  the 
schools  directly  after. 

DtopositioD  to  Mel-   An  inherited  disposition  to  melancholy 
•aobxAr.  tinged  his  whole  career,  and  to  it  must  be 

attributed  much  of  the  obscurity  attending 
his  life  and  public  acts.  During  one  of  these  attacks  he 
burned  papers  that  would  now  undoubtedly  be  of  great 
value.*  In  a  memorandum,  written  on  the  margin  of 
Johnson*s  dictionary,  he  describes  his  sensations  during 
one  of  these  attacks :  — 

"Jtend".  This  day  is  tlif>  ninth  day  of  January.  A  D.  1765,  and 
ever  since  Tnesday  the  second  day  of  October  last,  1  have  been  Inca- 
pacitated to  Judge  iu  moral  or  religious  matters,  lost  to  all  the  business 
of  my  prafMoii,  to  wit,  of  tlie  law.  The  above  s*  aeoond  day  of  Octo- 
ber was  the  Lut  day  or  Time  when  I  altempted  to  advise  or  give  ooim- 
sel  as  a  Lawyer  ani  for  part  of  that  day  T  wan  incapable.  But  never 
since.    I  have  l)een  able  since  and  am  yet  able  to  deal  a  little  in  figures ; 

1  **0t  Uii»  remark&bld  man  it  i«  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  traces  renisin.  Even 
under  the  pen  of  ma  enemy  like  Hatobinwm,  bti  oluwmoter  shines  like  bamtshed 
fold.**— Woilca  of  Jobn  Adaoas,  voL  0,  p.  S4S. 
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Bat  lost  as  to  all  matters  which  are  called  matters  of  jQdgmeat.  My 
memory  extnmdj  Itookeo,  embarnus'd  about  Religion,  all  ooozaire, 
Bpirit»  motiTe  or  ttpring  of  action  or  wliaterer  it  yna  trhieh  formerly 

animated  a:ir!  which  now  keex)S  the  worlcl  alive  and  in  motion, 
absolutely  exterminated.  O  Piteoos  case. 

Joseph  Hawley. 

No  more  prospect  of  my  being  restored  to  my  fonner  &Ute  of  en- 
joyment &  capacity  for  bunnees  and  action  than  when  a  limb  of  y* 
body  is  amputated  that  another  will  grow  ont  in  its  stead. 

J.  H." 

Baring  these  turns  he  woiild  usually  "  sit  and  muse  and 
smoke.   He  smoked  incessantly  on  such  occasions,  and  his 

eye  had  a  wild  piercing  look."  Occasionally  when  he  was 
so  depressed,  Dr.  Mather,  Dr.  Hunt,  Col.  Pomeroy  and 

other  friends,  would  come  to  cheer  him,  but  raroly  suc- 
ceeded. They  wonM  ride  with  him  and  attempt  to  divert 
his  mind,  but  he  soon  fell  back  into  the  same  state.  Col. 
Pomeroy^  called  upon  him  on  the  occasion  of  some  advan- 
tage of  our  army  over  the  enemy  ;  he  caiue  in  abruptly  and 
said  to  him  "Wake  up  you  cowardly  skunk,  the  days 
ours/'  and  finally  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  major  laugh- 
ing. 

The  first  of  these  attacks  occurred  in  1760;  he  had 
another  turn  in  1764;  was  again  under  this  influence  in 
1766,  which  lasted  two  years,  and  in  1784,  had  another 

"^riri,  whicli  continued  till  '  death,  four  years  afterwards. 
Major  Hawley  lived  to  be  sixty-five  years  old,  and  during 
the  twenty-four  years  which  followed  his  second  attack,  he 
was  apparently,  for  nearly  half  that  time  under  a  cloud. 
Though  much  of  his  trouble  arose  from  religious  melan- 
choly, he  also  apprehended  poverty,  and  weighed  down  by 
ima^nary  evils,  he  spent  many  of  the  best  years  of  his 
life,  unlit  for  the  duties  of  his  profession. 

Following  these  seasons  of  depression  came  periods  of 
great  exaltation,  during  which  he  manifested  extraordinary 
zeal  for  the  cause  of  liberty  and  did  much  to  assist  and  en- 
courage enlistments.  It  was  while  thus  excited  that  he 
read  in  the  meeting-house  extracts  from  a  x>atriotic  news- 
paper of  the  day. 

1  Cot  Pomeroy  wore  ft  large  xad  eloak,  and  hag«  buoUes,  wbioh  deseeaded  to  Ub 
floa  AealMl;  uid  to  tihe  yoanger  nenilMn  of  tlie  tuitly  he  preeemtod  a  mdootlo  14^ 
fwaranoe.— Jttdd  USB. 
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Personal  Bemfals-     William  Bolter,  when  ten  rears  of  age,  in 
cences.  1776,  canie  to  live  in  the- lain ily  of  Major 

Havvley  ;  his  brother  Benjamin  had  lived 
there  l)efore  him,  and  a  yonnger  brother  followed.  Wil- 
liam rode  with  Major  Haw  ley  from  Boston,  and  he  reported 
that  his  companioa  was  treated  with  great  respect  along 
the  route.  He  says :  **  When  it  was  aimonnced  that  Ma- 
jor Hawley  was  coming,  all  was  in  motion  to  set  things  in 
order  and  wait  upon  him,  and  many  people  came  to  see  him 
during  the  journey."  In  one  of  his  gloomy  turns,  when  he 
thought  the  British  would  prevail,  and  that  he  would  lose 
his  head,  some  person  undertook  to  comfort  him  with  the 
assertion  that  only  a  few  of  the  leaders  would  suffer,  such 
as  Adams,  Hancock,  etc.,  and  he  exclaimed  that  he  would 
be  among  the  first  to  be  executed.  His  wife  was  always 
kind  and  affectionate  towards  him,  and  treated  him  ten- 
derly  in  all  his  de^^poudeucy. 

App«araiic«  sad  lu  appoarauce  and  dress  he  was  plain  and 
unassuming.  On  Sundays  he  wore  a 
checked  shirt,  made  by  his  wife,  and  on 
other  occasions  was  ordinarily  clad  in  homespun  garments. 
Benjamin  Tappan,  in  1768,  then  a  new-comer  into  town, 
called  upon  him  with  a  letter  of  introduction.  He  found 
the  door-latch  raised  by  a  leather  strap,  and  seeing  a  plain 
looking  man  in  erery-day  working  garb,  inquired  if  Mr. 
Hawley  lived  there.  **My  name  Hawley,  sir,"  was  the 
reply,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  Mr.  Tappan. 

MfnTi*fff  Joseph  Hawley  wa^s  married  in  1752,  to 

Mercy,  daughter  of  Joseph  Lyman,  who  was 
a  direct  descendant  from  John,  son  of  Bichard  Lyman,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  this  town.  His  mother  was  much 
opposed  to  the  match,  and  tried  to  break  it  off.  Mercy  Ly- 
man is  represented  as  a  person  of  fine  appearance,  of  excel- 
lent disposition,  and  "  a  beauty  at  70.^  They  had  no  chil- 
dren.  She  died  Xov.  ^9*^  vm,  at  the  age  of  77. 

Major  Hawier** Gift    Major  Josoph  HawleT,  who  died  in  March, 
to  the  Town.         17SH.  bequeathed  to  the  town  considerable 
real  estate — nearly  one  thousand  acres  in 
all— for  the   support  of  a  school.''  Li  Belchertown  there 
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were  about  eight  hundred  acres,  and  iu  Nortlianiptou,  East- 
liamptou  and  Soutliamptou,  between  one  and  two  liundi'ed 
more.  He  gave  to  the  **  Inhabitants  of  Northampton  my 
land  purchased  of  Joseph  Allen,  part  of  Thomas  Allen's 
home  lot,  from  King  Street  to  Blackpole  way,  2  sods  wide 
upon  oondition  the  said  inhabitants  shall  continue  the  way 
and  common  open  from  Uncle  Ebenezer's  bam  to  John 
Clark's  home  lot.  Also  my  land  south  of  Pelham  that 
came  to  me  from  my  mother.''  In  addition  he  gave  to  the 
town  "the  lands  that  were  Uncle  Ebenezer  Hawley's." 
This  embraced  six  lots  in  tlie  meadows,  the  home  lot  on 
Hawley  Street,  five  lots  in  the  different  divisions  of  the 
commons,  and  others  in  Easthampton  and  ISoutLampton. 

Ebvneser  Bawtoy^s   The  real  estate  of  Sbenezer  Hawley  came 
Prop«rt7.  to  him  from  his  father,  the  first  Joseph 

Hawley.  Ebenezer  gave  it  all  to  his  neph- 
ews, Joseph  and  Elisha,  and  if  they  died  without  issue  to 
the  children  of  his  l^r others  Samuel  and  Thomas.  But  in 
1783,  Major  Hawley.  by  a  process  of  law  ("law  quirk," 
Sylvester  Jndd  calls  it),  had  the  entailment  to  his  cousins 
set  aside.  Samuel  Clarke  demanded  of  Joseph  Hawley  the 
estate  of  his  Uncde  Ebenezer,  obtained  it,  and  then  deeded  it 
back  to  Joseph  Hawley. 

Lawsuit  to  Heoorer  Moses  Hawl^y  of  Amherst,  son  of  Samuel, 
the  bmi  Bktato.  and  oousiu  of  Joseph,  brought  suit  against 
the  town  in  1788,  to  recover  the  real  estate 
of  his  Uncle  Ebenezer.  He  claimed  to  have  been  **'  seized 
of  the  demanded  premises  in  his  Demesne  as  of  Fee  and 
Right,"  within  thirty  years.  The  profits  thereof  he 
asserted  were  worth  £10  per  year,  and  he  d^  iianded  dam- 
ages to  the  amount  of  £1500.  At  a  meeting,  held  in  Decem- 
ber, 1788,  Caleb  Strong,  Samuel  Hinckley,  and  Joseph 
Clarke,  were  appointed  agents  of  tlie  town  to  defend  the 
suit.  It  came  to  trial  in  1789,  resulting  in  favor  of  the 
town. 

The  Town  AoMpto   The  homestead  of  the  first  Joseph  Hawley 
the  Gill.  on  Hawley  Street  was  part  of  the  property 

bequeathed  to  the  town,  and  at  the  Decem- 
ber meeting  a  movement  was  made  to  obtain  a  vote  for 
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pulling  down  the  oM  liOTise  and  selling  a  portion  of  the  land. 
A  committee  was  chosen  to  sell  such  parts  of  the  unculti- 
vated lauds  as  they  should  judge  ''would  be  best  for  the 
town  to  have  disposed  of,"  and  the  (juestiou  of  demolishing 
the  old  house  was  referred  for  iurther  consideration.  The 
legacy  was  accepted  in  1791.  A  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  matter  made  the  following  report : — 

That  the  Town  in  order  to  perpetrate  the  memory  of  their  respect- 
able and  generous  Benefactor,  Do  most  Seriously  BeeolTe,  that  the 

Principal  of  the  said  heg^acj  l>e  considered  as  a  moat  sacxed  deposit  for 
the  use  and  benefit  not  only  of  the  present,  but  also  of  aU  fnttore  gai' 
erations  of  the  Town.  And  that  the  same  be  forever  kept  good  with' 
oat  any  Dhnlnntion  thereof  and  that  the  Income  aiisfaig  therefrom,  or 
m  mn(\h  thereof  as  shall  be  necessary,  he  appropriated  for  the  Support 
of  the  Grammar  School  in  the  said  Town.  And  that  the  said  Sch<x>l  be 
in  future  called  &  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Hawley  Grammar 
School.'* 

This  report  was  accepted  and  a  vote  passed  to  carry  out 
the  recommeudatious  it  coutaiued. 

The  LsDd  Sold.  The  committee  having  the  matter  in  charge 
proceeded  to  sell  certain  portions  of  the 
Hawley  real  estate,  and  in  1795,  reported  that  they  had 
received  for  it  £845.13.7.  The  Belchertown  property 
brought  i!611.8.10,  and  the  rest,  including  two  lots  in  the 
meadows  and  most  of  the  outlying  lands,  was  sold  for 
£234.3.9.  In  1796,  part  of  Ebeuezer^s  home  lot  was  sold 
to  Thomas  Bridgman  for  $77.17,  and  the  okl  house  was  dis- 
posed of  the  same  year  for  £Qi),  There  then  remained  un- 
sold Ebenezer  Hawley's  Middle  Meadow,  Young  Rainbow, 
Inner  Commons  and  Little  Division  lots, 

Tbe  Hawle;  Fund.    Other  portions  of  the  property  were  after- 
wards sold,  and  in  1818,  the  amount  of  the 
fund  was  reported  to  be  $3,340.   In  1834,  the  Hawley 
Grammar  School  was  discontinued,  and  the  income  of  the 

fund  added  to  the  general  school  apinopriatiDn.  The  dona- 
tion is  still  intact,  though  it  seems  to  have  slightly  decreased. 
It  now  represents  the  sum  of  $3,000,  safely  invested  in  Sav- 
ings Banks,  and  its  income  is  still  applied  to  meet  the  gen- 
eral school  expenses. 
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BuaiD««»  hmtngirt-    Major  Hawley's  business  operations  were 
mente.  i^q^  -vvliolly  confined  to  his  profession.  He 

seems  to  have  been  in  trade  with  his  brother 
Blisha  and  kis  mother,  for  a  few  years.  They  were  m  part- 
nership in  1747,  and  for  three  or  four  years,  for  the  puri)ose 
of  "carrying  on  the  trades  in  goods  and  silver."  The 
goods  were  probably  the  remnants  from  his  father's  stock. 
A  company,  consisting  of  Joseph  and  Misha  Hawley  and 
Seth  Dwight,  to  carry  on  the  leather  business  was  formed 
in  1747,  and  continued  for  abont  three  years.  The  Hawiey 
brothers  put  in  £562.16.11  each,  and  Dwight  £661.1.8.  They 
bought  deerskins  from  the  country  round  about,  and  in 
Albany.  These  sMns  were  dressed  by  people  in  this  town 
and  vicinity,  and  sent  out  by  peddlers  abont  the  county. 
Apparently  they  did  a  flourishing  business  for  a  few  years. 

As  a  statesman.  Major  Hawley  struck  the  key-note  in  the 
nprising  of  the  Revolution.  He  it  was  who 
stood  in  the  forefront,  bold  and  aggressive,  who  gave  words 
to  the  thoughts  that  were  surging  in  men's  minds.  In  ad- 
vance of  all  the  men  of  Massachusetts,  he  denied  the  right 
of  Parliament  to  make  laws  for  America.  In  advance  of 
all  he  proclaimed  that  the  colonies  must  fight.  Yet  with 
all  his  boldness  he  counseled  delay  in  accepting  the  gage  of 
battle.  Not  that  he  hoped  for  a  compromise,  an  adjust- 
ment on  terms,  but  he  saw  that  the  fight  must  be  to  the 
bitter  end,  and  he  urged  careful  preparations.  If  war 
should  be  precipitated  before  the  proper  dispositions  were 
made,  before  supplies  were  obtained  or  the  soldiers  prop- 
erly drilled,  defeat  would  be  certain.  He  had  mnch  to  do 
towards  shaping  the  work  of  preparation  in  Massachusetts. 

Before  all  others,  Major  Hawley  advocated  independence. 
While  others  were  dreaming  of  a  settlement  with  England, 
he  insisted  upon  a  union  among  the  colonies,  and  suggested 
that  a  general  and  comprehensive  plan  of  procedure  should 
be  adopted.  He,  more  than  any  other  patriot  of  his  day, 
saw  the  true  tendency  of  affairs.  From  the  beginning  he 
saw  the  end,  and  threw  his  whole  soul  into  the  conflict. 

AidifnaMraiting.  Duriug  the  struggle,  Major  Hawley  labored 
diligently  to  inculcate  patriotic  principles 
among  the  people.  He  took  a  personal  interest  in  the  work 
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of  recruiting  in  his  native  town.  He  would  frequently 
address  tJie  soldiers,  and  wlien  I'ecruits  were  scarce,  would 
himself  follow  the  drum  and  fife  through  the  streets,  till 
others,  awakened  by  his  enthusiasm,  joined  the  procession. 
When  the  first  company  of  minute-men  was  enlisted  in 
1774,  he  addressed  them,  and  that  document  is  still  pre- 
served.' In  it  he  counsels  firmness,  obedience,  courage 
and  patriotism,  urging  profid^cy  in  drill,  and  he  suggests 
to  the  men,  first  to  make  soldiers  of  themselves,  to  estab- 
lish and  maintain  union  in  their  organization,  and  allow 
no  discouragements  to  embarrass  their  company. 

BeUgious Prinoipte*.     Major  Hawlej"  was  a  member  of  tlio 

church,  admitted  during  the  pastorate  of 
Bev.  Jonathan  Edwards.  Mr.  Edwards  speaks  of  him  in 
a  letter  reviewing  the  controversy  which  ended  in  his 
dismission,  as  a 

*'  yoimg  gentleman  of  liberal  ednoatkm  and  notable  abilities,  and  a 

fluent  speaker,  of  about  7  or  8  and  twenty  yean  of  age,  my  grandfather 
Stoddard's  grandson,  being  my  mother's  sister's  son,  a  man  of  lax  prin- 
ciples in  religion,  falling  in  in  some  essential  things,  with  the  Annin- 
ians,  and  is  tbtj  open  and  bold  in  it"  ■  Thia  statement  is  landonbt- 
edly  oorreot.  Mr.  Hawley  in  Us  youth  was  a  believer  in  Armipianism. 
He  says  himself :  "I  first  imbihcfl  thr,-?©  wicked  principles  in  the  year 
1744  when  I  was  at  Cambridge.  *  *  *  I  continued  strongly  of  those 
sentimeuts  an  far  as  I  can  recollect,  until  the  year  1754,  when  Gh>d 
began  to  shato  me  *  *  *  bat  it  was  a  great  while  before  my  heart 
w^as  brought  wholly  to  renounce  them."  He  did  fllnaDy  repudiate  tibe 
doctrine,  and  in  1763  was  dbosen  Deacon,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
for  twenty-three  yeara 

A  w«ll-roimd«d  "The  extraordinary  and  unequalled  influ- 
GbarMter.  encc  of  Hawlcy  in  forming  public  opinion 
for  the  struggle  with  Great  Britain,  has 
heen  generally  acknowledged ;  it  is  not  so  well  known,  that 
on  every  topic  of  discussion,  his  voice  was  invariahly 
raised,  as  in  defence  of  the  bereaved  and  oppressed ;  so  also 
in  favor  of  everything  that  could  advance  civil  or  religious 
freedom.  He  liad  the  true  instinct  of  liberty,  and  while 
he  rejected  public  honors,  was  the  inflexible  and  eloquent 
advocate  of  tlie  rights  of  tlie  people."^    "Major  Hawley 

1  See  Mftgaslae  of  American  History,  vol.  ^  p.  48^,  1^. 
9  DwlsbV*  LIto  of  Jonfttbiui  Sdwuds,  p.  410. 
S  HampMliira  QMette,  0«t.  9^  1888. 


MAJOR  JOSEPH  HAWLET. 


549 


was  a  patriot  without  personal  animosities,  an  orator  witli- 
out  vanity,  a  lawyer  without  chicanery,  and  a  gentleman 
without  ostentation,  a  statesman  without  duplicity,  and  a 
christian  without  bigotry.  As  a  man  of  connnanding  tal- 
ents, his  firm  renunciation  and  self  denial  of  all  ambitious 
views,  would  have  secured  him  that  respect  which  such 
strength  of  mind  inevitably  inspires ;  while  his  voluntary 
and  zealous  devotion  to  ^e  service  of  his  countrymen, 
established  him  in  their  affection.  His  uprightness  and 
plainness,  united  to  his  affability  and  disinterestedness, 
gave  tlie  most  extensive  influence  to  his  opinions,  and  in  a 
period  of  doubt,  divisions,  and  danger,  men  sought  relief 
from  their  perplexities  in  his  authority,  and  suffered  their 
conrse  to  be  gnided  by  liim,  when  they  distrusted  their  own 
judgments,  or  the  counsels  of  others.  He,  in  fine,  formed 
one  of  those  manly,  public  spirited,  ai:d  generous  citizens, 
ready  to  share  peril  and  decline  reward,  who  illustrate  the 
idea  of  a  commonwealth,  *  *  *  and  will  always  be  the 
most  admired,  appropriate,  and  noble  orjiameuts  of  a  free 
government."  • 

9  Qaot«d  in  Hampshiie  Q«c«tte,  Ibroh  S,  1888,  trom  Tndor^s  Life  of  JaniM  Otis. 


CHAPTER  XXXVUI. 

ST.  OLAIB'S  DEFBAT — ^POSTOBTIOS~FIRB-BMOI17B. 

TbA  Ohio  AdT«Dr    The  Oliio  com  pan    formed  for  tlie  purpose 
tuven.  of  beetowing  lands  upon  soldiers  of  the 

Revolution,  was  established  in  1783,  and 
petitioned  Congress  for  a  grant  between  the  Ohio  River  and 
Lake  Erie.  Three  years  afterwards  the  company  was  re- 
organized for  the  purchase  and  sottlemerit  of  western  lands 
with  a  capital  of  one  million  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of 
one  thousand  dollars  each.  The  next  year  Kev.  Manasseh 
Cutler  and  CdL  Winthrop  Sargent  purchased  by  special 
contract  with  the  govemment  about  1,500,000  acres  of 
land  in  parcels.  One  of  them  was  for  the  soldiers,  and 
the  other  for  speculative  purposes.  This  movement, 
although  not  as  successful  as  its  promoters  anticipated,  yet 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  settlements  in  the  most 
fertile  portion  of  the  Ohio  valley.  The  original  intention 
of  the  company  was  to  sell  these  lands  exclusively  to  New 
Englanders,  and  great  efforts  were  made  to  dispose  of  them 
to  Massachusetts  people,  vrry  mruiy  of  whom  were  induced 
to  invest.  From  an  advertisement  in  the  Gazette,  urging 
the  advantage  of  joining  the  association  early,  soon  fol- 
lowed by  another  calling  a  meeting  of  the  "  Ohio  Adven- 
turers" from  this  section  at  Asahel  Pomeroy's  tavern,  it  is 
believed  that  some  at  least  from  this  town  determined  to 
try  their  luck  in  the  new  country.  Two  companies  of 
forty-eight  men  descended  the  Ohio,  in  April,  1788,  and 
began  a  settlement  at  Marietta,  but  there  were  no  names 
from  Northampton  among  them.  Eeports  of  the  healthful- 
ness  and  mildness  of  the  climate,  the  wonderful  fertility  of 
the  soil,  and  the  cheapness  of  the  farms,  soon  spread 
throughout  the  country.   Western  emigration  became  the 
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absorbing  topic,  and  it  is  hardly  possible  that  Northamp- 
ton escaped  the  epidemic.  New  towns  sprang  up  like  magic 
in  this  agricultural  paradise,  and  many  young  men  sought 
these  new  and  promising  fields. 

St.  tsiair'8  Defeat.  But  tlie  Indians,  pushed  backwards  by  these 
movements,  claimed  that  their  himtlBg- 
grounds  were  trespassed  upon,  and  excited  by  the  jealousy 
of  the  English  and  the  Canadians,  broke  out  into  open 
warfare  in  1790  and  1791.  While  the  Creek  Indians  of 
Georgia  were  pacified  by  treaty  in  1790,  hostilities  with  the 
western  and  northwestern  tribes  continued  several  years 
longer.  They  defeated  Gen.  Harmar  in  1790,  and  in  the 
following  year  almost  annihilated  the  army  of  Gen.  St. 
Clair.  AVith  a  force  of  fourteen  hundred  men  he  marched 
into  the  Indian  territory,  suffered  a  complete  surprise, 
which  was  followed  by  a  horrible  massacre,  and  lost  most 
of  liis  artillery  and  baggage.  Several  men  from  North-, 
auipton,  Westhampton  and  other  Hampshire  towns  en- 
listed in  this  campaign,  and  five  of  them  were  killed. 
Among  the  latter  were  Moses  Pomeroy,  son  of  Heman; 
Julius  Pomeroy,  son  of  Pliny,  of  Northampton ;  Abiathar 
Alvord,  son  of  Jonathan,  of  Westhampton ;  John  Brown 
of  Belchertown,  an  apprentice  of  Oliver  Pomeroy  of  this 
town;  and  Selh  Lyman  Jr.  of  Norwich.  Qwrge  Hunt, 
son  of  Joel,  Timotliy  Boot,  son  of  Eleazar,  and  Noadiah 
Alvord,  son  of  Zebadiah,  escaped.  It  is  said  that  the  most 
of  the  men  who  enlisted  at  this  time  were  either  very 
young  men,  or  veterans  of  the  Revolution  who  had  fallen 
into  uncertain  habits. 

soiiooiiiig  Qui*.  The  subject  of  the  education  of  female  chil- 
dren at  the  public  expense  came  under 
serious  consideration  at  the  March  meeting  in  1792.  Sev- 
eral years  before,  the  matter  had  been  broached,  but  noth- 
ing was  accomplished.  Strong  opposition  was  manifested 
to  the  schooling  of  girls,  and  a  bitter  contest  was  waged  for 
many  years.  Some  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the 
place  decidedly  objected  to  the  measure.  Dr.  Ebenezer 
Hunt  and  Dr.  Levi  Shephard  were  among  the  most  de- 
termined of  its  antagonists.   Yet  these  two  man  were  con- 
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spicTious  in  establishing  a  private  school,  whpre  hnj^.  and 
girls  were  taught  together.  ^  They  approved  tiie  co-educa- 
tion of  the  sexes,  hut  were  unwilling  that  it  should  he  done 
at  the  public  expense.  Eciuaily  streiiuous  in  favor  of  the 
project  was  George  Blaokman,  the  first  baker  in  town.  He 
was  a  man  of  good  sense  and  fair  abilities,  but  of  moderate 
means.  The  advocates  of  the  more  liberal  policy,  earnest 
and  unremitting  in  their  work,  slowly  gained  ground,  and 
finally  accomplished  their  end.  At  last  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  a 
favorable  report  was  obtained.   It  provided : — 

"  That  there  phould  be  an  additionrtl  Kchnol  tept  in  Lictingwater  to 
be  opened  on  the  first  Day  of  May  annually ;  autl  to  l)e  closed  on  tbe 
last  day  of  October.  At  which  School  all  the  Boys  in  Licking  water 
and  Welch  End,  and  also  all  the  GHrla  within  the  Buiiie  limits  ahore 
eight  and  under  thirteen  years  of  age,  diall  be  inatnicted  in  reading 
and  writing  by  a  Master  well  qualified  to  teach  the  KaTne.  Provided 
however,  that  no  children  shall  be  admitted  into  Said  school  who  have 
not  petfeotfy  laamed  the  lettera  of  i^  Alphabet. 

**  That  Qirls  in  the  other  parte  ot  the  Town  within  the  agee  afore- 
eaid,  shall  he  instructed  in  readintr  and  writing  at  the  New  School 
House.  And  the  Selectmen  for  the  Time  Being  shall  tain  doe  caf8  to 
have  the  foregoing  report  carried  into  execntion." 

This  report  alter  due  consideration  was  ''passed  in  tiie 
aliirniative  by  a  large  majority." 

Tbe  Work  of  oo'  Here  iB  the  first  vote  ever  passed  by  the 
education  Pennap  town  ptovidiiig  foF  the  eduoation  of  fe» 
nentir  Soiled.  xuales.  ThoBo  in  favor  of  giving  the  girls 
partial  privileges  with  the  boys— they  were  restricted  to 
reading  and  writing—had  won  in  the  long  contest.  Pro- 
vision was  made  for  teaching  them  thronghout  the  town, 
but  they  must  attend  the  master's  school.  Yet  the  advance 
once  commenced,  was  never  retarded,  and  in  a  few  yoars 
female  teachers  were  employe(3,  and  from  that  time  forward 
girls  and  boys  struggled  through  the  elements  of  education 
side  by  side.  It  is  presumed  that  very  few  girls  availed 
themselves  of  this  privilege,  indeed  it  must  have  been  quite 
inconvenient  for  those  living  at  a  distance  from  the  center 
of  the  town  to  do  so.  This  method  of  co^ucation  has 
been  continned  to  the  present  time.  Qenerally  an  article 
was  inserted  in  the  warrant  for  town-meeting  concerning 

1  8eBCiUMn's8oliool,iip.47t,«nt. 
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the  sc'hooliiig  of  girls,  but  the  matter  was  settled  once  for 
all,  and  no  change  was  made.  For  some  reason  a  special 
vote  was  passed,  giving  Joel  Lyman  permission  to  send  his 
daughter  to  the  girls'  school. 

The  Arraa«emeat    In  NoT6inber,  1793,  It  WAS  not  Only  voted  to 
coiiUn«i«d.        make  no  alteration  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
but  the  selectmen  were    requested  to  see 
that  the  girls  pro  vide  themselves  with  wood  when  at  the 

master's  school.''  At  another  meeting'  the  schoolmasters 
were  directed  to  order  scholars  that  go  to  the  new  school* 
honsc,  to  bring  one  niiarteT*  of  a  load  of  wood  each,  or  Is. 
6d.  in  money  to  be  used,  in  the  purchase  of  fuel. 

Oilier  Votes  about  From  this  time  there  is  reason  to  helieve 
sebooung  Gtr)«.  ^hat  girls  regularly  attended  the  town 
schools,  and  the  vote  requiring  them  to 
furnish  wood  indicates  that  quite  a  number  of  them  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity.  Still  there  was  something 
not  quite  satisfactory,  as  there  was  a  vote  passed  in  1793, 
authorizing  the  selectmen  to  let  at  auction  the  **  southerly 
upper  room  in  the  new  school  honse  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  girls."  At  a  subsequent  meeting  tliey  were  in- 
structed to  postpone  action  on  this  matter  for  one  quarter. 
This  probably  had  reference  to  the  "  proprietor's  school/* 
already  noticed,  and  ])resumably  nothing  more  was  done 
about  it  for  several  years,  when  that  school  was  permitted 
to  use  a  room  in  the  school  building. 

LieUnswaterSohooiP    A  slight  difficulty  occuTTod  in  obtaining 
HoiiM.  a  site  for  the  new  school-house  at  Lick- 

ingwater.  The  old  site  was  apparently 
too  small,  and  the  committee  were  instructed  to  buy  addi- 
tional land  if  possible,  or  if  that  could  not  be  done,  to 
place  the  building  partly  in  the  highway.  The  result  of 
these  instruftimis  is  not  apparent,  other  than  that  a  new 
building  was  erected. 

Miiiistdr  s  Salary    Owiug  undoubtedly  to  the  hard  times,  Bev. 
inoceaaed.         y^p^  Williams,  the  minister,  was  in  straight- 
ened circumstances,  and  he  applied  to  the 
town  for  aid,  in  1793.  An  article  was  inserted  in  the  war- 
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rant  about  increasing  "his  salary,  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  his  needs.  A  report  in  favor  of 
granting  him  aid  was  made,  and  the  town  voted  to  give 
him  £100 ;  a  proposition  to  make  it  £160  having-  failed. 
For  a  number  of  years  grants  of  sums  additional  to  his  sal- 
ary were  made,  though  iu  1793,  it  was  decided  not  to  in- 
crease the  salary ;  but  8ul)6equently  a  vote  was  passed  to 
pay  him  "  £66  as  a  free  gift/'  towards  enabling  him  to  dis- 
charge his  present  debts.  While  the  people  were  willing 
to  vote  an  ample  support  to  the  minister,  they  were  averse 
to  increasing  the  sum  originally  fixed  upon  for  his  salary. 
Probably  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  then  financial 
difficulties  were  only  temporary,  while  an  addition  to  the 
salary  would  be  permanent. 

PoaMMBoe  s«teb>     After  the  Ke volution  postal  facilities  were 
iiaiMd.  slowly  extended  throughout  the  country ; 

so  slowly  ill  fact  that  in  1799,  there  were 
only  seven  post-offices  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Blassachu- 
setts.  For  many  years  Springfield  was  the  only  postal 
town  in  this  section  of  the  State,  and  when  an  office  was 
established  here,  it  covered  all  the  territory  in  the  county 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  north  of  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  present  County  of  Hampshira  It  was  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1792,  that  government  extended  the  benefits  of  the 
postal  system  through  this  section,  and  a  post-office  was 
established  in  Northampton.  Previous  to  that  time  the 
nearest  one  was  at  Springfield,  and  everybody  who  had 
occasion  to  visit  that  town,  was  expected  to  bring  whatever 
mail-matter  there  was  destined  for  Xorthampton  or  the 
neighboiing  towns.  No  regular  means  of  conveyance  up 
or  down  through  the  valley  then  existed,  and  very  little 
correspondence  was  carried  on  by  persons  living  in  the 
interior  towns.  People  in  those  days  wrote  very  few  let- 
ters, and  did  not  depend  ou  the  newspapers  for  their  home 
news.  The  Garotte  had  beefi  for  six  years  a  weekly  visitor, 
but  local  happenings  were  generally  very  carefully  excluded 
from  its  columns.  Local  intelligence  was  usually  retailed  on 
Sunday  between  meetings,  and  on  lecture  days.  An  occa- 
sional traveler  brought  a  few  items  of  interest  from  the 
world  at  large,  or  an  itinerant  artizan,  plying  his  trade 
from  house  to  house,  delighted  his  employers  with  gossip, 
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many  times  drawing  upon  his  imagination,  for  incidents  as 
he  proceeded  with,  bis  narrative. 

UaLl  and  Stage  Line.  In  March,  the  post-offioe  department  ad- 
vertised for  bids  for  carrying  the  mails 
once  a  week  np  and  down  the  Connecticut  Biver  from 
Springfield  by  way  of  Northampton  to  Brattleboro,  and 
from  Brattleboro  to  Hanover,  H.  The  advertisement 
was  inserted  in  the  Gazette  of  Apnl  18**,  arid  bids  were  to 
be  handed  in  by  the  first  of  June.  Levi  Pease*  was  the 
successful  contractor,  and  on  the  8***  of  Angtist  hf-  advfr- 
iised  that  he  had  at  great  expense  erected  a  line  of  fc>tage 
from  Springheld  in  Massachunetts  to  Dartmouth  College  in 
New  Hampshire.  It  leaves  Springfield  every  Monday  at 
one  o'clock,  F.  M.  The  same  day  a  stage  sets  off  from 
Dartmonth  College — meet  at  Brattleborongh  on  Tuesday 
evening,  exchanges  passengers,  and  retnm  to  Springfield 
and  Dartmouth  College,  on  Thursday.  The  stage  from 
Springfield  stops  at  Northampton  on  Monday  night,  dines 
at  Greenfield,  and  arrives  at  Brattleborongh  on  Tuesday 
evening.  The  Stage  from  Dartmouth  dines  at  Windsor, 
and  lodges  at  Charlestown  on  Monday  night ;  leaves 
Charlestown  on  Tuesday  morning  and  arrives  at  Brattle- 
borough  the  same  evening.**  The  fare  for  passengers  was 
3d.  per  mile,  with  14  lbs.  of  baggage.  One  hundred  fifty 
pounds  of  baggage  was  equivalent  to  one  passenger.  The 
limitetion  of  baggage  to  1-i  lbs,  was  not  deemed  an  incon- 
venience, as  few  people  desired  to  carry  more.  Trunks 
had  not  then  come  into  general  use,  and  nearly  everybody 
carried  clothing,  etc.,  in  saddle-bags,  portmanteaus,  or 
valises,  as  they  had  been  accustomed  to  do  when  horse- 
back riding  was  the  principal  mode  of  conveyance. 

stage Ltn«  to  Boston.  The  next  year,  in  July,  a  line  of  stages 

was  established  from  Boston  to  North- 
ampton by  Patch  &  Draper,  Worcester  being  the  point 

i  C&pt.  Levi  Pease  had  been  en°;a^ed  in  the  stag?^  hnsincss  for  many  Toars,  and 
waa  well  e(^ulpped  tor  Buoh  au  eaierpme.  lie  waa  a  native  oi  Eufleid.  Ct.,  borii  In 
19M.  Tbroag^Mxat  tlM  BeTOlnUonur  Vair  lio  secred  In  the  commiMaty  deptttment. 
Mid  M  a  bearer  at  dlqiatohes.  After  ite  doee  he  engaged  in  staging,  and  eatabUehed 
a  ronte  between  Hattf  atd  and  Boeton.  He  waa  one  of  tbe  llrat  to  organiae  a  aiook 

OOmpaoy  to  build  and  maintaiu  tarnpikes.  In  IIM,  he  wae  a  resident  Ot  Shiews* 
buzy^Temple's  UUtor;  of  Falxaex,  pp.  221. 
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where  passengers  were  exchanged.  The  fare  from.  Boston 
to  Worcester  was  9d.,  from  Worcester  to  Northampton  3d. 
per  mile,  and  98  lbs.  of  baggage  was  allowed.  These 
stages  stopped  at  Lyman's  Inn  on  Pleasant  Street.  In  De- 
cember, the  firm  extended  their  line  to  Albany.  This  was  the 
first  line  of  stages  from  this  town  to  Albany.  Pomeroy, 
Hnnt  &  Co.  advertised  a  line  of  stages  from  Northampton 
to  Albany  in  1794,  to  make  three  trips  per  week  in  summer, 
starting  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  and  two  in 
winter.  The  exchange  of  passengers  was  made  at  Pitts- 
field.  It  seems  probable  that  the  other  line  had  failed.  In 
May  of  the  same  year  Pease,  Hunt  ^  Co.  advertised  a  line 
of  stages  between  Boston  &  Albany,  to  run  three  times  a 
wpek.  The  fare  was  3d.  per  mile.  Northampton  was 
lilt;  point  of  meeting  for  the  exchange  of  passengers,  and 
it  was  also  one  of  the  lodging  places.  Four  days  were 
occupied  in  the  transit  from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the 
other. 

State  uiw*  B«M-    These  were  the  first  lines  of  stages  that 
noM,  passed  through  this  town,  and  they  must 

have  given  considerable  impetus  to  the 

business  of  the  place.  While  these  through  lines  were 
running  to  the  east  and  west,  others  of  equal  importance 
were  in  operation  to  the  north  and  south,  and  before  the 
advent  of  railroads  it  was  no  novelty  to  see  as  many  as  six 
or  eigtit  coaches,  drawn  by  four  or  six  horses,  loaded  with 
passengers,  arrive  and  depart  daily. 

wbentb«  Poat4>fBc6    While  there  is  nothing  to  siiow  the  exact 
CotamnoMA.  date  when  tlie  post-office  was  established 

here,  it  is  but  i^easonable  to  infer  that 
there  was  both  a  poet-office  and  a  postmaster  in  town  when 
the  stage  commenced  running.  Unfortunately  Oapt  Pease 
omits  to  name  the  date  when  he  proposed  to  open  the  route. 
As  his  advertisement  appeared  in  the  paper  of  August  8*^, 
it  is  probable  that  the  stage  was  put  on  within  a  few  days, 
and  that  the  post-office  went  into  operation  not  far  from 
the  middle  of  that  month. 
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Fint  pMtmaster.  Col.  Jolin  Breck,  son  of  Rolieri  Bre(Vk,  was 
the  first  postmaster  iii  Northampfcou.  His 
iirst  accounts  were  rendered  to  the  department^  Marcli  1*S 
1793,  when  he  had  iindouhtedly  heen  in  office  about  six 
months.  He  was  at  that  time  in  business  with  his  father, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Robert  Breck  ^  Son.  They  dealt 
in  "English  and  Hardware  Goods/*  and  "crockery  and 
Glass  ware.'*  The  store  was  at  the  comer  of  Main  and 
King  Streets,  near  the  school-house.  The  first  list  of  let- 
ters was  published  in  the  Gazette  of  Oct.  S**,  1792.  In  it 
were  letters  for  persons  living  in  Chesterfield,  Deerfield, 
Belchertown,  Granby,  Southampton,  Glasgow  and  Am- 
herst. 

otnerPogtmaatets.     C!ol.  Breck  remained  in  the  office  six  years, 

when  he  resigned  and  Levi  Lyman  was 
appointed,  January  1*S  1798.  He  kept  the  of^oe  at  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  office,  west  of  the  Court-House,  or 
opposite  the  meeting-house.  In  about  two  years  Mr.  Ly- 
man resigned,  and  Simeon  Butler  was  appointed,  April  I'S 
1800.  He  removed  the  office  to  his  book-store  on  Shop 
Row,  where  are  now  located  S.  E.  Bridgman  &  Co. 

Ho  Method  of  Bxtin-  public  provislon  f  or  the  extinguishment 
guishiuK  Fires  in  of  g^es  was  made  in  this  town  till  the  lat- 
PrAokiee.  ^^^^     ^.^^  eighteenth  century.  From 

the  unsafe  method  of  building  then  existing,  with  the  huge 

chimney  and  enormoxis  fireplaces,  the  exposure  to  confla- 
gration must  "have  been  very  great.  Yet  notwithstanrling 
the  fact  that  pumps  and  buckets  were  the  only  appliances 
for  quenching  them,  tlie  surviving  record  of  houses  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  this  town  is  not  large.  The  first  stop 
towards  the  purchase  of  a  hro-engine  was  taken  in  1799, 
when  the  sum  of  £30  was  voted  for  that  purpose  at  the 
May  meeting.  It  was  not  available,  however,  till  an  equal 
amount  had  been  raised  by  subscription.  The  incident 
that  undoubtedly  called  attention  to  the  need  of  some  such 
provision  for  safety,  was  the  burning  of  the  malt-house  of 
Benjamin  Prescott,  which  occurred  on  the  6*^  of  March, 
involving  a  loss  of  $1000.  Undoubtedly  the  money  was 
promptly  furnished,  and  the  engine  purchased.   At  any 
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rate  an  occasion  occurred  for  its  use  in  tlie  following  Octo- 
ber, when  a  very  disastrous  fire  tooK  piace  iu  the  center  of 
the  to^'u,  V>y  which  fonr  buildings  were  destroyed.  It 
broke  out  about  midnight  on  the  12""  of  October,  in  a  new 
block  of  four  stores,  situated  a  short  distance  east  of  the 
present  Mansion  House.  A  strong  easterly  wind  prevailed, 
which  drove  the  flames  upon  the  house  of  Astihel  Pomeroy, 
then  the  principal  inn  in  town.  A  building  adjoining, 
occupied  by  Nathaniel  Blake  &  Co.,  soon  caught,  which 
was  destroyed,  together  with  the  dwelling-house  of  Ool. 
William  Lyman.  Bain  had  fallen  during  the  oveniTig  and 
continued  to  fall  while  the  fire  was  burning,  which  aided 
greatly  in  extinguishinof  the  flames.  In  the  ?iewppapcr 
account  of  the  fire,'  no  mention  is  made  of  liie  engine. 
Had  it  then  arrived  in  town,  uo  doubt  some  allusion  would 
have  been  made  to  its  use.  This  fire,  however,  led  to  the 
procurement  of  further  means  of  protection.  At  the  No- 
vember meeting  the  selectmen  were  ordered  to  procure  a 
''suitable  number  of  fire  hooks  and  ladders  as  they  shall 
judge  necessary  for  the  public  buildings  in  case  they  should 
be  on  fire."  The  engine*  must  have  been  obtained  during 
that  year,  for  at  the  same  meeting  the  first  board  of  fire- 
wardens was  apiiointed.  It  consisted  of  Samuel  Henshaw, 
Dr.  Hunt,  Ool.  Lyman,  Dr.  Shephard,  and  Qapt.  Lane. 
During  the  raonth  of  March,  the  town  voted  to  buy  leather 
pipes  for  the  engine,  and  in  April  the  fire-wards  were  in- 
structed to  procure  an  Hose  for  the  engine  at  the  expense 
of  the  town." 

TheEogiiiA.  Fire-engines  constructed  at  that  day  were 

simply  tubs  or  boxes  on  wheels,  with  pumps 
worked  by  brakes,  forcing  the  water  upon  the  fire.  They 
were  supplied  by  buckets  from  wells  or  cisterns,  the  people 
forming  lines  and  pasnng  the  pails  from  one  to  another. 
Where  the  conditions  were  favorable,  water  was  pumped 
from  wells  directly  into  the  engine  reservoir.  Suction 
engines  did  not  come  into  use  in  this  coimtry  till  1822,  and 
none  found  their  way  into  this  town  till  many  years  later. 

1  HftOipdiln  Oawtte,  Oot.  17,  im 

2  Dr.  Hunt  br!.-  n  mp-nrrfinr'^TTn  in  h\9.  a4)00WtM>OOk  la  inS,  M  foUoWt:  —  *' OllT  flie 
eogiQe  coat  21S^  doilara  in  PhilAdolpUia.'^ 


imj  ST.  CLAI&'S  DEFEAT— POST-OFFICB—FIBS-EKGINB.  559 

A  Water  Ba^iy.     When  the  engine  was  porchased  there  was 
no  adequate  supply  of  water  for  its  use  in 
the  more  thickly  settled  portions  of  the  town.  The  only 
dependence  was  upon  private  wells  or  cisterns,  and  in  such 
a  fire  as  that  just  narrated  they  could  have  been  of  little 
service.   An  attempt  was  made  to  remedy  this  deficiency, 
and  in  the  following  year,  Thomas  StriT,  who  lived  on  Elm 
Street,  near  the  present  Round  Hill  road,  sold  the  springs 
in  his  pasture  adjoining  that  of  Samuel  Henshaw,  to  Asahel 
Pomeroy,  William  LymaTi.  Timotliy  Mather,  Benjamin 
Prescott,  and  Ebenozor  Hunt,  who  formed  tlie  first  aque- 
duct company  in  town.    An  aqueduct,  consisting  of  logs 
bored  through  the  center,  the  ends  accurately  fitted  into 
each  other,  was  carried  across  the  rear  of  the  Elm  Street 
lots  to  a  reservoir,  built  near  the  front  line  of  the  lot  on 
which  Mr.  Alexander  McCaliuui  now  lives,  and  thence 
across  other  lots  on  the  same  side  of  the  street  to  the  house 
or  tavern  of  Asahel  Pomeroy  on  meeting-house  hill.  Near 
this  house  a  reservoir  was  huilt  in  the  highway,  which  was 
presumably  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  one  now  existing 
there  in  front  of  the  First  Church.  This  aqueduct  sup- 
plied  water  to  the  above  named  parties  at  their  residences, 
and  was  in  use  when  the  present  system  of  waterworks 
succeeded  the  old  method  in  1871.  An  f  1  *  r  large  reservoir 
was  afterwards  built  at  the  junction  of  Elm  and  Prospect 
Streets,  in  the  highway  near  where  the  fountain  now  is. 
These  reservoirs  were  the  only  reliance  of  the  town  for  the 
suppression  of  tires  for  many  years.    The  water  was  sup- 
plied at  the  houses  by  smaller  logs  to  which  a  "pent 
stock was  attached  from  which  the  water  was  constantly 
flowing. 

Another  At^ueduct  A  fcw  ycars  afterwards  a  second  aqueduct 
CompMiy.  company  was  formed,  and  water  was 
brought  from  springs  on  the  easterly  or 
northerly  side  of  Round  Hill.  It  passed  down  King  and 
into  Pleasant  Street.  In  1804,  the  aqueduct  was  in  need  of 
repairs,  and  the  company  voted  that  each  member  should 
pay  for  them  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  *'Pen  Stocks'' 
he  had  in  use.  Signed  to  this  agreement  were  the  following 
names : — Solomon  Williams,  two  pen  stocks ;  0.  L.  Seeger, 


560 


HI8T0BY  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 


one ;  Hezekiali  Hutchens,  one  ;  Noadiah  Pease,  two  ;  Lewis 
Strong,  one ;  S.  Hinckley,  two X-evi  Lyman,  two ;  and 
Henry  Frink,  two. 

Divisioa  of  the      One  of  the  permanent  grievanoes  of  the  time 
^^*7-  seems  to  haye  been  the  size  of  Hampshire 

Connty.   Various  attempts  for  its  division 
have  already  been  noted.   The  question  was  once  more 

agitat>e(1  in  1793,  by  certain  persons  from  the  northern  part 
of  the  county.  At  the  November  meeting  a  eouiiuittee  was 
appointed  *'  to  show  cause  why  the  county  should  not  be 
divided  agreeably  to  the  prayer  of  David  Smead  and 
others."  *  This  committee  made  an  elaborate  report  against 
the  petition,  which  was  entered  at  length  upon  the  town 
records  and  published  in  the  newspapers.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  1.  Became  of  the  ezpence  &  inconvenience  arising  frodu  the  local 
sitnatiou  of  the  Petitionera,  &  their  distance  from  the  places  of  holding 

the  Courts,  we  prestime,  has  always  been  &  still  is  within  their  power 
to  remedy  hj  giving  their  votes  to  estaldish  the  Courts  in  a  central 

"3.  Becaiue  we  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  andentniimber 
of  Oonrte  were  again  r^tored  to  the  Goiiml^,  A  made  central,  all  their 

complaints  of  xmreasonable  delays  in  obtaining  Jnsticc  would  be  obvia- 
ted, nnlees  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court :  And  as  the  whole  time  of 
the  JnatteeB  cf  that  Oovirt  is  ooonpled  in  performing  their  preset  cir- 
<  nii>,  we  cannot  oonoetve  that  they  would  derive  a  ranedy  by  a  dlTirion 
with  iTi^  an  additional  number  of  .Trtsrices  made  to  that  Court,  who 
shall  ride  in  different  circuits,  and  in  that  case  wo  Mieve  they  may  be 
as  veil  aoc<nniuodated  without     with  a  division  of  the  County. 

'*  8.  Beoanae  the  preeent  form  of  the  Cknmty  is  aocli  that  in  case  of 
&  divifflon,  the  Inhabitanta  of  many  Towns  win  not  be  at  all  benefitted 
or  relieved,  but  many  of  them  be  lees  accommodated  than  with  a  cen- 
tral situation. 

**  4.  Because  we  believe  that  the  total  amonnt  of  ezpenMS  within 
the  two  Counties  will  be  mnch  greater  than  in  the  present  situation  of 
the  Comity,  beaidea  haTing  a  tendency  to  mnltip^  law  anita,  and  be« 

1  A  oonventioa  ot  deleastM  from  »  number  of  towns  in  the  northern  pert  of  the 
ooantjr,  held  tn  December,  1791,  Toted  "to  peiilton  the  LeKi^i'^twe  to  dlWde  the 

County  of  Hampshiro  Viy  a  Uae  mnolng  eael  and  west,  across  the  same,  where  to 
youx  Honors  may  Mem  best."  This  ]>etiti«ii  waa  aigaed  by  David  Smeed  in  behaU 
of  the  eonrentlon,  and  wee  dated  '^OreenJleld,  Dec  SBv  im."  The  only  teeeom  ea- 
slfrnpid  for  such  a  (liTfsjon  -was  the  "very  great  incrfaso  of  population,  settlement, 
aod  improvement  in  the  northern  p»rt "  of  the  county.  It  was  preaeated  at  the  next 
session  of  the  Tjegisilature,  and  an  order  of  notice  served  on  the  eeveml  towns,  under 
dete  of  Jane  »,  retnmnble  at  the  eeesion  of  the  f  oOowing  year.  It  was  in  ao* 
oocdanoe  with  that  dooument  that  the  ebore  aetlon  wae  taken  by  the  town. 
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eanse  there  must  also  be  a  great  inoreaee  of  expense  for  poblic  Iraild- 
iDgs  all  which  the  praMikt  Ooan^  are  oompletely  famished  -with  in  a 
central  sitnation. 

"5.  Because  we  humbly  conceive  that  if  the  Legislature  should 
adopt  some  more  certain  method  to  obtain  the  sentiments  of  the  ser- 
eral  Towns  within  this  Omnty  they  would  iind  a  -very  great  majority 
opposed  to  a  division ;  and  a  very  oondderable  majority  even  of  the 

Towns  within  the  limits  of  the  new  proposed  County  ;  as  only  eleven 
Towna  joined  in  the  Petition  when  the  whole  were  called  on  for  that 
partionlar  purpose. 

6.  Becanse  we  look  fbrward  to  1796,  and  contemplate  at  the  time 
<rf  revising  the  Constitution,  that  (if  necessary)  there  will  bo  a  revision 
of  all  the  Counties  within  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  any  partial 
divisiou  at  this  time  may  interfere  with  the  general  plan  that  may  then 
be  adopted,  or  that  some  other  measures  will  be  concerted  that  shall 
effectnally  remedy  the  local  inoonvenienceB  that  many  of  the  Coontiea 

within  the  CoTnmnnvrpnltli  Mre  now  complainini;  of. 

"The  foregoing  rejiurt  V)eing  read  and  nnanimousiy  accepted,  and 
the  Town  Clerk  directed  to  transmit  an  attested  Copy  thereof  to  the 
General  Oonrt." 

AOoiiimitt«etoiB-    The  saggestion  in  the  ahove  report  that  a 
TasUgate.  oommlttoe  should  be  sent  into  the  county 

to  ascertain  the  sentiments  of  the  people, 
was  acted  upon  by  the  Legislature.  In  May,  1793,  the 
town  appointed  Ebenezer  Hunt  and  William  Lyman, 
agents  to  appear  before  the  committee  with  iiistructioiis  to 
oppose  a  division  and  '*nrge  the  expediency  and  necessity 
of  holding  all  the  Court;^  in  a  central  situation  in  preference 
to  any  other  possible  alteration."  The  legislative  commit- 
tee met  at  Asahel  Pomeroy^s  tavern  on  the  third  Tuesday 
in  October.  Nothing  resulted  from  this  attempt  to  divide 
the  county.  Probably  the  committee  found  that  the  senti- 
ment of  the  people  was  not  yet  sufficiently  concentrated  to 
render  any  such  movement  desirable. 


.  Attempt  to  ia€reM«  In  the  Warrant  for  the  April  meeting  in 
tbe  scbooiiiiMt«r»  1793^  ^as  an  article  "  to  see  if  the  town 

wng^a.  Danoiiv.  eucrease  Master  Lyman  a  1 1  Master 

Guilford's  wages"  and  another  "to  see  if  the  Town  will 
permit  dancing  in  the  school  under  certain  regulations." 

Was  the  above  action  owing  to  the  admission  of  girls  to 
the  scbools  ?  In  the  first  place  it  is  but  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  tbo  schoolmasters  considered  themselves  entitled 
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to  more  pay  because  they  had  a  larger  number  of  students 
under  their  r:u  i  '.  And  then  the  admission  of  the  other  sex 
must  have  opened  tlie  way  to  the  cultivation  of  the  graces 
and  amenities  of  social  life.  Both  of  these  items  were 
referred  to  "  the  discretion  of  the  selectmen." 

* 

Danoiog  and  ©aoQiog    Dancing,  which  in  the  early  years  of  the 

colony,  was  considered.-  one  of  the  sevexL 
deadly  sins,  prohibited  in  oirdinAiies  by 
law,  denounced  by  the  clergy,  and  frowned  .  upon  by  all 
godly  people,  grew  in  favor  as  the  country  incneased  in  pop- 
ulation, and  became  quite  a  popular  amusement  previous 
to  the  Bevolution.  In  this  town  from  1760  to  1770,  it  was 
generally  practiced  by  the  young  people.  There  was  no 
regular  dancing  halh  and  balls  were  not  common  ;  but 
dancing  was  permitted  on  many  occasions.  At  weddiny:s, 
at  thanksgiving  time,  at  qiiiltings,  and  fre<iuently  at  ihe 
winding  up  of  a  sleigh-ride,  the  young  people  indulged,  iu 
this  amusement  when  a  fiddler  could  be  obtained.  81eigh> 
ing  parties  frequently  carried  the  fiddler  with  them.  ^  Be- 
fore the  Bevolution,  Midah,  a  negro  employed  in  the  tan- 
nery of  Caleb  Strong  Sr.,  was  the  principal  fiddler  in  town. 
Dancing  schools  were  opened  in  Boston  in  1686,  and  were 
quite  common  in  1774,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  the 
dancing-master  invaded  Northampton  till  twenty  years 
after  the  latter  date.  He  made  his  appearance  just  about 
the  time  the  matter  of  dancing  in  the  school-house  came  up 
in  town-meeting.  It  is  barely  possible  that  the  action 
taken  at  this  time  had  reference  to  the  use  of  the  school- 
house  for  a  private  dancing  school.  The  clerk  recorded  the 
vote  as  pertaining  to    dancing  in  the  school  house." 

vimtDmiMtngsohooL    lu  this  towu  the  first  dan(^ng  school  of 

which  there  is  absolute  knowledge,  was 

advertised  in  the  Hampshire  Gazette,  March  12**,  1794,  to 
be  held  in  Pomeroy's  Hall,  so  that  it  is  probable  that  the 
selectmen  were  too  discreet  to  permit  the  school-house  to 

1  At  the  Au^st  Court,  1759,  Joseph  TTftwley  complained  of  Ebenexer  Pomeroy^ 
Innkeeper  at  UockaauuL,  Uadley,  because  lu  the  same  moutb  ot  August,  he  waa 
guilty  ot  **iiilsnile  and  diaofdtr  Id  his  house,  by  ndbvlng  raodiy  eooplaa  ot  Toong 
poople  beloaglax  to  HortliMa|rton«  ot  tbo  two  mbm,  to  ilng  oad  donee  and  xerel  In 
lil>lioiiM,oadtkeMtoooBtliuMOii«  wturienlglitiNaEt  foUowliiK,  oontnoy  to  taw.** 
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be  used  for  any  snch  purpose,  certainly  tiiey  were  aot 
quite  ready  to  add  dancing  to  the  curriculum  of  tiie  Bcliools. 
It  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Griffitbs,  wlio  also  had  another 
school  at  Amherst.  These  schools  soon  became  permanent, 
for  they  were  continoed  by  different  teachers  at  intervals 
during  the  remainder  of  the  century.  Asahel  Pomeroy, 
in  rebuilding  his  tavern,  seems  to  have  added  a  hall,  and 
for  many  years  these  scbools  were  beld  there. 

Schools  a^;  Lorf  To^n  Lone  Towu  and  Lo-wer  Farms  lioth  sought 
and  Lower  larms.  better  school  accommodations  and  in  ea^h 
case  the  towu  voted  them  an  allowance. 
To  the  latter  district  was  voted  "as  much  money  towards 
"building  a  new  school  house,  as  they  have  paid  for  the  new 
school  house  in  the  center  and  in  Liokingwater,  amounting 
to  £14.18.**  The  Lone  Town  people  were  allowed  their  pro- 
portion of  the  taxes  for  schools.  Subsequently  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  build  a  school-house  there,  and  a 
grant  of  $50  towards  the  expense  was  made. 

SUt  BlTer  Bridge.  Lickingwater  bridcTf^  Ts^as  greatly  out  of  re- 
pair, and  at.,  the  December  meeting  an  order 
was  passed  to  make  temporary  betterments  for  the  winter, 
and  to  build  a  new  one  the  folhnving  summer.  It  was  to 
be  sixteen  feet  wide,  to  be  covered  with  white  pine  plank, 
clear  of  sap,  three  inches  thick  and  well  pinned  down,  and 
to  be  about  eighteen  inches  lower  than  the  old  one.  Mate- 
rials for  the  new  bridge  were  to  be  obtained  during  the 
winter.  At  the  next  March  meeting  a  vote  was  passed  to 
supply  the  Lickingwater  bridge  committee  with  "  rum  for 
raising  the  same,  and  with  nails  for  finishing  it.'"  This 
combination  undoubtr  llv  formed  an  "iron  tonic,**  which 
guaranteed  a  substantial*  structure.  Before  the  work  was 
commenced,  several  persons  were  added  to  the  committee 
to  advise  with  them  witli  regard  to  the  place  in  which  it 
should  be  erected.  It,  is  probable  that  the  new  structui-e 
was  placed  a  short  distance  below  the  oLl  one,  and  very 
nearly  on  the  site  of  the  covered  bridge  recently  removed. 

The  Bmbaiso.       During  the  decade  immediately  succeeding 
the  treaty  of  peace,  both  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  were  continually  charging  each  other 
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with,  infractions  of  its  ])rovisions.  These  animosities  were 
aggravated  by  British  orders  in  Council,  directiug  English 
cruisers  to  seize  all  ships  laden  with  provisions  bound  for 
«aiy  French  port  and  bring  them  to  the  British  Admii'alty 
Courts  for  adjudication.  This  meant  the  extermination  of 
all  trade  witli  France  and  her  colonies,  and  produced  great 
excitement  in  this  country.  War  with  England  was 
strongly  advocated.  But  when  Congress  assembled  retalia> 
tory  measures  were  adopted,  and  an  embargo  was  laid  for 
thirty  days,  which  was  afterwards  continued  for  thirty 
days  longer.  This  of  course  nearly  interdicted  all  foreign 
trade,  and  so  greatly  increased  the  excitement  tbat  the 
<jnestion  of  discontinuing  all  trade  in  artirlps  oi  British 
growth  and  mauufacture  wa,s  seriously  considered.  So 
strained  were  the  relations  between  the  two  countrit\s  that 
war  was  thought  to  be  almost  inevitable.  While  tliis  hos- 
tile feeling  was  at  its  height,  measures  were  taken  by  Pres- 
ident Washington,  looking  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of 
affairs  with  the  mother-country,  and  Chief  Justice  Jay  was 
commissioned  to  negotiate  a  settlement.  At  the  same  time 
preparations  were  made  for  a  vigorous  defense.  Among 
them  was  the  enrollment  of  eighty  thousand  militia.  Jay 
succeeded  in  negotiating  a  new  treaty  with  England,  which, 
tbmigh  })itterly  dertotmced  throughout  the  Union,  was  rati- 
Hed  by  the  Senate  and  signed  by  the  President. 

BottBtrtorsoidieis.    Iii  J^y?  soon  after  the  call  for  troops  had 

been  issued,  Northampton  voted  that  all 
who  were  drafted  or  volunteered  from  this  town  should 
receive  13  per  month  additional  pay  from  the  town,  pro- 
vided they  were  called  into  actual  service.  Fortunately  no 
soldiers  were  needed,  but  North^pton  manifested  her 
patriotism  and  hearty  determination  to  support  the  govern- 
ment in  its  hour  of  need.  The  quota  of  Northampton  was 
^filled  from  the  enrolled  militia,  and  n^irnhnred  forty-three 
men.  who  were  organized  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Shubaei  Wilder,  and  went  into  training.  On  the  muster- 
roll  they  were  called  "  minute-men."  They  trained  one  day 
at  Hatheid,  and  in  1797,  the  town  voted  to  pay  them  each 
41  "  for  their  extra  service  in  training  one  day." 
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TNuurer'tt  Aoooimi*  Either  by  accident  or  design,  one  or  more 
Books  BuriMd.  the  Town   Treasurer's  account-books 

were  burned  in  17ii4.  A  conunittee  was 
appointed  to  investigate  the  affair,  and  their  report  was 
accepted  and  placed  on  file.  ISo  vestige  of  that  document 
has  come  to  light,  and  it  is  not  known  how  serious  was  the 
loss  occasioned  by  the  conflagration.  <  The  accident  hap- 
pened early  in  the  year,  before  the  annual  meeting,  and 
caused  considerable  excitement  in  town,  resulting  in  the 
election  of  Samuel  Hinckley  as  Treasurer  in  March.  Mr. 
Clark  had  served  satisfactorily  in  that  capacity  for  thirteen 
years. 

First  Towa  Uftp.  During  this  year  the  first  map  of  the  town^ 
of  which  there  is  any  record,  was  made* 
The  General  Court  ordered  that  every  town  in  the  State 
should  prepare  a  map  and  forward  it  to  the  State-House. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  attend  to  this  duty,  and  the 
map  which  is  reproduced  in  this  volume^  is  now  on  file  in 
the  SiBte-House,  together  with  the  others  which  were  pre* 
pared  in  accordance  with  the  Besolve. 


HusicTMeiMrPxo.    A  number  of  citizens,  "singers,''  the  war- 
▼1*^-  rant  calls  them,  presented  a  petition  pray- 

ing that  a  teacher  of  music  might  be  em- 
ployed at  the  public  charge.  At  the  September  meeting 
the  selectmen  were  directed  to  confer  witli  the  petitioners 
and  "  if  they  think  necessary  to  hire  a  singing  master  at 
the  expense  of  tlie  town."  This  indicates  that  either  sing- 
ing-schools had  been  discontinued  or  that  they  had  been 
carried  on  by  private  subscription.  Very  likely  there  had 
been  none  for  several  years.  The  selectmen  were  also  in- 
structed to  supply  the  pulpit  when  the  pastor  was  absent^ 
and  they  were  recommended  to  keep  regular  books  contain- 
ing all  the  business  transacted  by  the  selectmen  and 
assessors. 

1    Mr.  JuJd  ill  hiM  diary  iias  Iho  f:>llowiMg  allni^ion  to  thiw  affair;    ''Mr.  Joseph 

Olttvk  has  bad  hig,  de&k  on  Fire^  and  the  Town  Book  ot  lieasury  Is  burat  up.  2£ucb 
tsUcaboailt" 

8  GoplM  of  these  niftps  of  sU  tbe  Towns  in  HampaUre  County  may  be  found  at 
ibe  Forbes  Ubtaiy. 
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sohooi-committee        March  1795,  a  committee  was  instmctorl 
Appoiatdd.  to  "  T'oport  a  plan  of  education  comporting 

with,  the  law  &  calculated  to  diffuse  a  gen- 
eral and  equal  instruction  of  children  througliout  the 
town,*'  At  a  subsequent  meeting  this  committee  reported 
that  they  had  concluded  not  to  recommend  a  system  of 
education,  bat  suggested  the  establishment  of  a  school- 
committee  consisting  of  the  selectmen  and  four  other  per- 
sons, who  should  be  authorized  to  control  all  educational 
matters  in  the  town.  They  reported : — 

"  That  it  sbaU  be  the  Duty  of  the  School  Committee  to  provide  In- 
gtrnt-tors,  to  apportion  the  Scholars  to  the  ilifferent  Schools,  to  deter- 
mine on  Bchool  hoTurs,  to  alter  if  they  see  fit  the  time  wid  manner  of 
inatmotiog  Girk,  and  in  general,  to  inspect  &  regulate  the  Sdioola 
aeeordbig  to  their  best  discretion.  Provided^  however,  that  it  ahaU  not 
be  in  the  discretion  r»f  the  Committee  to  violate  any  law  respectiTig 
Schools,  nor  pr{)eii(i  a  greater  Stun  annually  than  the  said  820  Dol- 
lars. And  that  the  Town  may  know  the  situation  of  their  Schools,  the 
Omunittee  shall  report  at  the  March  meetiiig  aoniially  a  general  State- 
ment of  the  Schools,  settuig  forth  the  nninber  of  Soholars  in  each  the 
Branches  of  leaming  taught  in  eadi,  and  the  Sam  giyeai  *to  each 
Instructor." 

This  report  was  accepted,  and  Samuel  Henshaw,  Capt. 
ISbenezer  Lane,  Mr.  Solomon  Stoddard  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Ebene- 
zer  Hnnt,  were  appointed  members  of  thesohool-committee. 
Undoubtedly  the  arraugement  for  a  school-committee, 
made  a  few  years  previoufi,  had  been  disoontinned.  This 
at  any  rate  was  the  fiist  proyision  made  for  an  annnal 
school  report.  No  aUusion  to  such  a  report  has  been  fonnd 
upon  the  records.  It  is  possible  that  it  consisted  of  a  ver- 
bal statement  made  at  the  appointed  time. 

M ouumeut  to  Major    A  movement  was  made  this  year  towards 

H»wiejr.  erecting^  a  monnmeTit  to  the  memory  of 

Major  Hawler  Tt  was  high  time  the  town 
should  show  in  some  way  its  respect  for  the  distinguished 
citizen  who  had  so  freely  given  such  a  large  portion  of  his 
estate  to  the  municipality.  But  no  very  great  seniimeut 
of  generosity  towards  the  memory  of  its  benefactor  pre- 
vailed in  town  at  that  time,  for  a  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  matter,  reported  that  in  "  their  opinion  Mr. 
Joseph  Clarke,  his  principal  Heir,  will  erect  one.''  There 
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the  mattex-  rested,  and  no  further  action  was  taken.  Event- 
ually Mr.  Clarke  did  erect  sncli  a  monument,  which  may 
8till  be  seen  in  the  Bridge  Street  cemetery. 

A  Memortal  from     Rev.  Mr.  Williams  presented  a  memorial  to 
tiMMinteter.   *    the  town  Concerning  hie  financial  affairs, 

and  the  comrQittee  to  whom  it  was  referredj 
reported  that  his  debts  amounted  to  £203.19.d^,  and  they 
also  stated  :  — 

"Tbat  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  point  <rat  any  eligible  plan  by  which 
lir.  Williams  can  possibly  discbarge  his  szistiiig  Debts  and  that  He  ia, 
tyumtate^  necessitated  to  throw  himself  on  tlie  moroy  and  generosity  <^ 

the  town  for  relief,  and  should  they  withhold  their  needed  aid,  He  most 
be  compelled  to  sell  his  little  real  Estate  to  pay  his  debts :  and  then 
ijtarve  before  our  eyes ;  or  else  quit  the  Town  in  search  of  a  happier 
situation ;  and  whether  it  would  oomport  with  the  fedings,  the  Hon- 
oor,  or  even  the  Interest  of  the  Town  to  compel  him  to  adopt  either 
altemaUTe  is  kf  t  by  the  Committee  to  their  eerionpi  consideration." 

The  town  met  this  proposition  in  the  following  manner : 
After  cool  &  candid  consideration  of  the  vSubject,  voted, 
That  there  should  be  delivered  to  the  Rev.  Solomon  Wil- 
liairis,  for  his  use  and  heneiit,  Town  notes,  not  appro- 
priated, or  in  notes  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  or  both,  to  the 
amount  of  £5i03.19.3i,  tlie  transfer  ana  delivery  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  selectmen."  It  was  also  voted  to  pay 
him  £80  per  year  instead  of  fire-wood.  This  last  proposi- 
tion was  afterwards  accepted  by  Mr.  Williams. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX 


UBMORIAIi  TO  OONOBB8S— CAKAI18--8CHOOL8. 

Il«Tision  of  th«  Con> 

When  the  constitution  of  the  State  was 
ttitiitioii.  adopted  in  1780,  it  was  proposed  that  a 

convention  slionlfl  l)o  called  in  fifteen  yeara 
for  the  purpose  of  revising  or  r!i anting  that  instrument, 
should  such  a  course  be  deemed  necessary.  The  expedieucy 
of  such  a  revision  was  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  several 
towns  in  the  State,  in  1795.  A  special  ineeting  was  hold  in 
Northampton  on  the  6**"  of  May,  to  "  vote  on  the  proposed 
revision  of  the  oonstitiition  in  order  to  amendments."  The 
clerk's  record  of  the  action  of  this  meeting  reads : — 

And  after  the  SolQeofc  -was  diil7 oonaiderod,  the  Selectmen  called  on 
those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  revidon  to  rise— hat  no  ono  rose.  Th^ 
then  called  on  those  who  were  against  a  renrision  to  signify  it — where* 
upon  125  voters  declared  against  a  letvirion/* 

Tbe  ooMtitaUon  Similar  action  was  talcen  by  a  great  majority 
8a*irfMtof7.  of  other  towns  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth, and  no  convention  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  revising  the  constitution  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. When  the  provisions  of  the  document  came  into 
good  working  order,  it  was  foiind  to  meet  all  requirements 
in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  Having  become  reconciled 
to  its  demands  and  growing  prosperous  under  tlipim, 
the  people  began  to  regard  it  with  reverence,  and  were  un- 
willing to  submit  it  to  the  uncertainty  of  a  general  over- 
hauling. The  discontent  that  prevailed  soon  after  its 
adoption,  had  subsided,  and  the  machinery  of  government 
was  running  so  smoothly  that  no  one  cared  to  tinker  the 
constitution.  No  farther  movement  was  made  in  this 
direction  till  1830,  when  a  convention  was  held  and  the 

instrument  was  very  thoroughly  and  carefully  revised. 

Its 
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biDKiuR-Master  £m-    Blios  MaiUL  WAS  employed  by  the  town  to 
p**>y**-  teach  siugiug-school,  Thursday,  Friday, 

and  Saturday  evenings  during  the  months 
of  December  and  January.  He  was  paid  $26  for  his  ser- 
yices  and  was  to  lead  the  singing  on  the  Sabbath. 

0!ii^p<MteBM«t«4.   A  series  of  guide-posts  was  erected  about 

town  by  the  selectmen  in  accordance  with 
the  law,  and  the  list  placed  on  hie.  These  had  reference  to 
the  direction  and  distances  to  other  towns,  and  not  to  the 
streets  of  Northampton. 

Fonerau  in  the  u«at-  The  custom  of  holding  funerals  in  the 
inc-HooM.  meeting-house  seems  to  have  prevailed, 

for  a  vote  was  passed  that  '*no  corpse 
shall  in  future  be  carried  into  the  meeting  house  in  the 
time  of  public  worship,  on  the  Sabbath,'*  Several  oases  of 
contagious  disease  appeared  in  town  about  this  time,  and 
this  undoubtedly  was  the  reason  for  such  a  vote. 

TheXexTrewty      The  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  negotiated 
Opposed.  "by  John  Jay  was  strongly  antagonized  even 

hefore  its  provisions  liad  l)een  promulgated. 
The  great  opposition  manifested  towards  it  thronghout  the 
country  was  mainly  political,  and  for  that  reason  was  all  the 
more  vehement  tuid  bitter.  Meetings  in  opposition  to  it  were 
held  in  the  large  cities.  In  Boston  so  intense  was  the  feel* 
ing  that  riots  occurred.  Certain  government  officers  were 
insulted,  and  in  one  instance  assaulted.  Notwithstanding 
this  opposition  the  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Senate. 

Memorial  to  Cos- 

In  the  National  House  of  Kepresentatives 

in  1795,  came  Tip  the  question  of  an  appro* 
priation  to  carry  ont  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty.  It  was  feared  that  the  prevalent  hoslile  feeling 
would  ensure  tlie  defeat  of  any  bill  for  that  purpose.  Con- 
sequently an  attempt  was  made  to  influence  the  action  of 
Congress  by  petitions  and  memorials  from  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. A  meeting  of  a  respectable  number  of  Free  hold* 
ers  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Hampshire  County,"  was  held 
at  Northampton,  April  27^,  1796,  at  which  it  was  voted 
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"that  the  treaty  lately  negotiated  witli  Great  Britain, 
uught  to  be  carried  into  immediate  effect."  Samuel  Hen- 
shaw,  Ebenezer  Hunt  of  Northampton,  William  Pyn- 
ohon  of  Springfield,  Ebenezer  Mattoon  of  Amherst,  Wil- 
liam Ooletnan  of  Greenfield,  Jonathan  E*  Porter  of  Siadley, 
and  Warham  Parks,  were  appointed  to  draft  a  petition  to 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  This  document  was 
prepared,  adopted  by  the  conyention,  and  a  Tote  passed 
requesting  **  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  to  forward  to 
each  town  in  the  County  of  Hampshire  a  copy  of  the  Peti- 
tion, togetlier  with  a  circular  letter  desiring  their  imme- 
diate attention  to  this  momentous  subject/'  That  body  at 
once  acceded  to  this  request  and  dispatched  the  desired 
letter  and  petition,  to  the  several  towns.  * 

Tbe Town AppioTM.   *  >Jt  the  second  of  May  the  letter  from  the 

Grand  Jury  and  the  accompanying  petition 
came  before  the  town,  when  it  was  unanimously  voted 
''that  the  Circular  Letter  from  the  Grand  Jury  of  this 
County  together  with  the  Petition  to  Congress,  praying 
that  provision  might  he  made  to  Cary  into  effect  the  Treaty 
lately  n^;ooiated  with  Great  Britain,  as  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  warrant  should  be  read.'' 

''Whereupon  after  two  several  readings  Voted  unani* 
mouslyto  accept  the  same."  Suhsequently  it  was  voted 
"unanimously,  that  the  said  Petition  is  expressive  of  the 
Sentiments  of  this  Town  and  that  it  should  be  delivered  to 
En)enPzor  Hunt  and  by  him  sent  to  Sam'l  Lyman,  Esq., 
requebting  him  to  lay  the  same  before  the  House  of  Kepre* 
sentatives,  now  in  Session  at  Philadelphia.'' 

AvproTed  by  the      On  the  I  V^  of  May,  meetings  had  bet?ii  held 
C*""*!''*  in  most  of  the  towns  in  tlie  county  and 

vot-es  passed  approving  the  petition.  The 
meetings  were  uncommonly  f  uU  and  unanimous  upon  the 
subject.  Petitions  from  fifteen  towns  in  this  neighborhood 
were  forwarded  to  Congress  by  mail  on  the  6^"  of  May.' 

1  TUaldtterniarlwfoiiwdlnttaaHaiDpalilxeeuette,  lI«74,17Mk 
9  Htfnp«htr«eMett6,Mft7  4«17W. 
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Approved  by  the     A  stroiig  feeling  in  favor  of  carrying  out 
^•'"i*-  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  pervaded  the 

county  and  manifested  itself  on  all  public 
occasions.  At  most  of  the  May  trainings  of  the  militia, 
at  which  it  was  customary  for  the  soldiers  to  dine  together, 
patriotic  toasts  and  speecboe  were  made  iu  favor  of  the 
treaty. 

Ge«8e  not  to  run    1^1  December  a  by-law  to  restrain  geese  from 
«» Largs.  going  at  large  in  the  streets,  was  adopted. 

Tt  ]>rnvided  that  all  such  animals  fonnd 
upon  the  highwa)'  ^vithin  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  Court- 
Honse,  were  liable  to  be  killed,  the  animal  to  be  forfeited 
to  the  person  killing  the  same. 

A  p«st;HonM.  In  the  following  January,  a  movement  was 
made  to  build  a  **  Hospital/'  which  was  sim- 
ply a  polite  name  for  a  pest-bonse.  It  was  to  be  one  story 
high,  and  to  be  bnilt  on  town  land  near  where  the  former 
"  Hospital  **  stood.  In  March  the  purchase  of  a  small  piece 
of  land  on  which  to  place  the  bnilding  was  antborized. 
About  this  time  Mrs.  Hannah  Murray  sued  the  town  for 
the  use  of  her  house  in  a  case  of  smallpox.  A  committee 
reported  that  the  expense  should  be  paid  from  the  estate  of 
the  deceased,  but  under  the  circumstances  the  town  might 
with  propriety  pay  one  half  the  bill.  Probably  this  was 
the  case  of  Abner  Barnard,  who  died  of  that  disease  in 
January. 

PMteotion  aitaiiMt  This  year  a  committee  was  appointed  to  re- 
port  concerning  the  best  method  of  prevent- 
ing fires,  and  they  seem  to  have  confined 
themselves  wholly  to  school -houses.   They  recommended 

•*  That  the  present  and  all  future  Selectmen  make  it  an  indispensable 
Oondition  with  the  Preceptors  who  are  may  be  improved  in  the  Sev- 
eral Schools  that  they  ahftll  eTery  night  see  that  the  Fires  in  their  re- 
spective Schools  he  wholly  eztingnished  and  that  no  Preceptor  be  im> 
proved  vrho  will  not  engage  so  to  do  &  Practice,  and  that  in  default 
thereof  they  be  dismissed,  and  that  each  School  be  furnished  with  a 
Pail." 

The  selectmen  were  also  authorized  to  **  contract  with 
some  Person  living  near  the  Center  School  House  and  a  per- 
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son  living  near  the  School  House  in  Lickingwater,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  take  care  of  the  Buildings  and  see  that 
the  Preceptors  obey  the  orders  of  the  Town  respecting 
Fires.''  They  were  also  instmcted  to  procure  two  stoves 
for  the  Center  School-House.  The  scholars  had  been  here- 
tofore wanned  by  huge  fireplaces,  and  no  doubt  they  were 
very  uncomfortable  in  cold  weather,  and  the  building  was 
liable  to  take  fire  from  carelessness  or  neglect  There  is  no 
inflication  that  either  of  them  had  suffered  in  this  respect, 
but  some  danger  from  that  soiirce  was  feared,  else  these 
special  precautions  had  not  been  taken. 

Other  Precaatiooa  to  In  November  of  the  same  year  still  farther 
8aMQ«  Fires.  precautions  were  taken.  The  fi^e-■v^^ar- 
deus  were  directed  to  "  fasten  ropes  to  the 
Fire  Hooks,  and  they  are  also  to  he  vigilant  and  alert  at  all 
times  in  convey ing  them  to  any  part  of  the  Town  where  a 
Fire  may  happen."  At  the  same  time  the  wardens  were 
ordered  to  procure  f onr  ladders,  to  be  placed  **  one  on  the 
Plain  [upper  part  of  Bridge  Street],  one  in  Lickingwater, 
one  in  New  Boston  [upper  Elm  Street],  and  the  other  in 
the  center  of  the  town,  and  in  care  of  some  Persons  -with 
Instmctions  not  to  lend  them,  except  in  Oases  of  Fire.''  The 
selectmen  were  also  empowered  to  procure  a  dozen  leather 
buckets  for  the  use  of  the  engine  to  be  deposited  and  kept 
with  the  machine. 

No  Visible  Eeason    Some  Special  reason  must  have  existed  for 
^Activity  about    all  these  additions  to  the  fire-department. 

Towns  do  not  usually  wake  up  so  thorough- 
ly and  appropriate  money  for  any  such  object  unless  there 
is  some  exciting  cause.  Yet  nothing  appears  to  have  oc- 
curred in  this  town  to  call  attention  to  the  need  of  more 
and  greater  safeguards  against  fires.  The  newspapers  may 
be  searched  in  vain  for  imythiug  bearing  upon  this  point. 
They  were  not  in  the  habit  of  publishing  local  news. 
Everybody  knew  what  was  going  on  at  home,  and  as  ly 
local  item  was  published  at  the  expense  of  so  much  foreign 
news,  or  of  some  aged  item  from  Boston,  Philadelphia  or 
New  York,  it  is  vain  to  look  for  anything  of  the  kind. 
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Anotii»K Fira-BngiiM.    Tiie  following  year  au  effort  was  made  to 

ol)tain  another  fire-engine,  and  the  town, 
agreed  to  yay  one  half  the  cost,  the  other  half  to  he  raised 
by  subscription.  An  order  for  $150  was  to  be  drawn  by  the 
sdectmen,  wben  a  like  sum  had  been  provided  by  the  citi- 
zens.   That  this  sum  was  speedily  forthcoming  is  very 
probable,  though  nothing  positive  appears  on  the  records 
for  several  years,  indicating  that  two  fire-engines  were  in 
use  here.   The  new  one  was  of  course  of  the  same  type  as 
the  other,  that  being  the  approved  standard  of  its  day. 
The  brakes  by  which  these  machines  were  operated  were 
placed  at  each  end  at  right  angles  with  the  apparatus,  and 
not  parallel  with  it  as  in  those  that  were  built  a  few  years 
afterwards.     The  appropriate  and  suggestive  names  of 
**  Whale"  and  "Damper'*  were  attached  to  them  and  they 
did  excellent  service  till  otiier  and  improved  machines  out- 
ranked  them.  Though  flre-wardens  had  been  provided,  no 
organized  fire-department  was  then  in  existence,  no  fire- 
companies  had  been  formed,  and  the  "  tubs  "  were  managed 
and  operated  by  those  who  first  gathered  when  an  alarm 
was  given.  Every  person  was  a  fireman,  and  two  lines  of 
men  were  formed  to  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  water 
supply,  at  which  buckets  were  filled,  passed  from  hand  to 
hand  and  the  water  poured  into  the  machines,  the  other 
line  passing  back  the  empty  buckets.    Then  the  brakes 
were  manned,  and  the  stream  forced  where  it  would  do  the 
most  good.    When  the  **  old  church  "  was  built,  in  1813,  it 
was  placed  so  high  upon  the  under-piuning  as  to  form  a 
large  and  commodious  basement.    This  was  used  for 
storage  purposes,  and  the  entire  fire  apparatus  was  kept 
there  for  many  years.   These  machines  were  both  small, 
and  could  be  handled  by  a  few  men.   ISTo  one  received  any 
pay  for  his  labor  on  such  occasions ;  the  abatement  of  poll- 
taxes  to  such  as  served  in  the  fire-department  came  in  after 
the  formation  of  regular  fire-companies.    Though  there 
was  nothing  to  influence  people  in  favor  of  either  of  these 
engines,  they  very  naturally  became  interested  in  one  or 
the  other  of  them,  and  a  brisk  competition  sprang  up.  In 
1804,  it  became  so  pronounced  that  the  town  was  asked  to 
offer  a  premium  to  the  one  that  first  reached  the  fire. 
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Better  audunes  It  was  uot  till  1823  that  suction  engines 
Snbititiited.  came  into  use  and  were  substituted  for  the 
older  styles.  Fire-companies  had  been 
formed  some  years  previous,  and  with  new  and  improved 
machines  more  men  were  needed.  The  Torrent "  was  the 
first  of  these  that  was  purchased,  and  it  did  good  service 
till  steam  fire-engines  came  into  nse.  In  a  few  years  the 
"  Deluge"  was  added  to  the  town's  equipment,  and  for  a 
long  time  these  two  in  connection  with  the  Hook  &  Lad- 
der" company,  constituted  the  fire-department  of  the  town. 

i>e«(raotioa  of  Crows.   The  dostructlveness  of  the  thieving  crow 

was  again  recognized  and  a  bounty  of  2s. 
placed  upon  his  head.  This  resulted  in  the  death  of  fifty- 
five  of  these  pests  at  a  cost  of  $18.  Many  of  them  were 
the  yonng  taken  from  the  nests.  In  1801,  there  was  another 
slaughter  of  crows.  The  bounty  was  twenty-five  cents  for 
old  ones  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  the  yonng.  The 
whole  number  of  those  birds  killed  during  that  year,  young 
and  old,  was  one  hundred  twenty-eight,  at  a  cost  of  $27. 12^. 
The  animals  seemed  to  increase  notwithstanding  the  deadly 
war  waged  against  them. 

CttBAi «t Boatii Had-  One  of  the  most,  importaut  engineering  feats 
iefVaUa.  that  had  boon  undertaken  in  the  county,  and 

certainly  the  niobt  important  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  was  the  construction  of  the  canal  around 
the  Falls  at  South  Hadley  in  the  closing  years  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  While  it  benefited  Northampton  not 
more  perhaps  than  other  towns  in  the  valley,  it  occasioned 
much  distress  and  discomfort  here  for  many  years,  and 
therefore  it  may  not  be  deemed  inappropriate  to  enter  some- 
what in  detail  upon  the  inception  and  subsequent  fortune 
of  the  enterprise. 

Goaneettoai  Biver  From  the  time  of  the  hrst  settlements  in 
o»»*  Water.  f]ie  Valley,  Connecticut  River  served  as  the 
great  waterway  for  the  transportation  of 
goods  and  supplies  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  it  was 
as  well  the  principal  carrier  for  the  products  of  the  fields 
and  forests  throughout  all  the  region  it  traversed.  Navi- 
gation was  slow,  difficult  and  tedious,  and  attention  was 
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early  called  to  methods  for  its  improvement.  It  was  not, 
however,  till  tliis  town  had  seen  nearly  a  century  and  a 
half  of  existence  that  the  efiEorts  to  that  end  met  with  any 
measure  of  success. 

River  NftTigMion    AboYe  Springfield  the  passage  of  ilie  river 
STto'ainK  interrupted  by  numerous  rapids,  shal- 

MidFaiis!^  *  lows  and  falls.  The  greatest  of  these  oh- 
structions  wpt^  the  falls  at  Soutli  Hadley 
and  those  at  Montague,  known  as  Turners  Falls.  Around 
them  hoth  all  freight  moving  in  either  direction,  had  to  be 
transported.  Northampton  from  its  settlement  had  a  land- 
ing-place in  Springfield,  afterwards  West  Springfield,  and 
now  the  thriving  city  of  Holyoke.  In  settling  the  bound* 
ary  between  Northampton  and  Springfield,  a  special  agree- 
ment was  made  by  which  the  former  town  was  allowed 
access  to  the  landing-place  on  the  river,  within  the  territory 
of  Springfield.  This  was  IjpI '  v,  the  rapids  at  what  is  now 
Willimansett.  From  this  point  upward  bound  freight  was 
carted  to  its  destination,  if  for  Northampton  or  adjoining 
towns,  or  to  the  landing-place  above  the  falls  at  South 
Hadley  if  intended  for  further  transportation  on  the  river. 
Much  of  the  land-carriage  around  the  falls  was  done  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  from  the  Northampton  landing  in 
Springfield  to  a  convenient  place  on  the  river  above  the 
falls.  This  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Smiths  Ferry,  below  the 
"Bates  House.'*  Boats  bound  up  the  river  came  to  this 
I>oint  for  their  loads.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  place  in 
Northampton  where  West  India  goods  were  delivered,  that 
was  called  "Newport."  Probably  it  was  above  the  falls 
and  may  have  been  at  the  landing-place  at  Smiths  Ferry. 
The  distance  between  the  two  landing-places,  from  that 
above  South  Hadley  Falls  to  a  point  below  Willimansett, 
was  six  miles,  and  the  price  for  cartage  either  way  was  os. 
per  load.  A  team  sometimes  made  two  trips  each  way  in 
one  day.* 

Gaaais  deotded  upon.    As  Settlements  multiplied,  the  demand  for 

improved  facilities  for  transportation  be- 
came more  and  more  imperative.  For  many  years  the 
question  of  surmounting  l^ese  difficulties  was  in  contem- 

1  JnddMSa 
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plation,  but  it  was  not  till  1792,  that  the  enterprise  of  huiM- 
ing  canals  around  the  fulls  at  South  Hadley  and  Montague 
took  definite  shape.  On  the  23'^  of  February,  the  Legisla- 
ture incorporated  ' '  the  Proprietors  of  the  locks  and  Canals 
on  Connecticut  Biver,"  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the 
river  navigable  for  boats  and  other  things  from  the  mouth 
of  Chioopee  Biver  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State. 
The  corporators  named  in  the  act  consisted  of  twenty-one 
of  the  prominent  business  men  of  Hampshire  Ck>unty. 
Among  them  were  Caleb  Strong,  Bobert  Breck,  Samuel 
Henshaw,  Ebenezer  Lane,  Ebonezer  Hunt,  Benj.imin  Pres- 
cott  and  Leiri  Shephard  of  Northampton.^  Christopher 
Collis  of  "New  York  made  the  preliminary  surveys,  and 
sut^equently  the  work  was  put  in  charge  of  Benjamin 
Prescott,  as  chief  engineer.  The  canal  at  Soiith  Hadley 
was  to  be  completed  in  four  years,  that  at  Turners  falls  in 
six  years. 

Engineer  Prescott  had  no  precedents  in  this 
country  to  aid  him  in  the  planning  or  exe- 
\  cution  of  the  work.  It  was  the  first  canal  constructed  in 
\  New  England,  and  the  first  of  any  importance  finished  in 
the  United  States.  The  capacity  of  the  locks  was  to  be 
equal  to  the  transportation  of  boats  or  rafts  twenty  feet 
wide  and  sixty  feet  long.  Toll  was  fixed  from  the  mouth 
of  Chicopee  River  to  the  mouth  of  Stony  Brook.  For 
every  ton  in  weight  it  was  to  be  4s.  fid.  ;  for  one  thousand 
feet  of  boards  the  rate  was  the  same,  and  for  other  lumber 
in  rafts  or  otherwise,  in  the  same  proportion.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  Legislature  empowered  the  company  to 
assess  the  proprietors  in  order  to  obtain  money  to  carry  on 
the  work,  and  to  sell  the  shares  of  all  who  refused  to  pay. 
The  cost  of  the  undertaking  bid  fair  to  exceed  the  esti- 
mates,  and  money  was  hard  to  be  obtained.  These  finan- 
cial troubles  very  nearly  wrecked  the  enterprise.  Money 
sufficient  for  its  needs  could  not  be  obtained  in  this  country, 
and  the  scheme  was  laid  before  the  financiers  of  Holland. 

1  The  corporators  named  in  addition  to  thie  men  from  Northampton  were  Hon. 
Joint  Worthiaittoii,  Samoal  Ljmui,  JonaUuua  and  Tbonuu  I>wigbt,  Jolm  Hooker,  Wil- 
liam Smith  ot  SpriocfleUi,  TheodOf*  Sedgirldk  of  Stookbcidca,  OwiA  Sexton  and 

Jolm  Williams  of  Deerfield,  Samuel  Fowler  of  Wt>BtflelJ,  Justin  Ely  of  West  Spring, 
field,  Dwight  Foster  of  Brookfleld,  Simeon  StrooR  of  Amherst,  and  WilUam  Uoor^ 
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Considerable  stock  was  disposed  of  in  that  coTintry,  aiid 
sufficient  capital  to  comjjlete  tlie  construction  was  obtained 
there.  Unexpected  difficulties  were  encoiintered  in  its 
prosecution,  and  the  Legislature  of  1793  mudilied  the  char- 
ter by  reducing  the  capacity  of  the  canal,  so  that  hoats  or 
rafts  only  sixteen  feet  wide  and  forty  feet  in  length  could 
pass  through.  In  the  following  year  the  corporation  was 
divided  by  the  Legislatxure,  and  two  companies  formed. 
The  old  company,  the  original  proprietors,  had  jnrisdiction 
of  the  lower  locks  and  canal,  and  the  new  one  was  consti- 
tuted to  carry  forward  the  work  at  Turners  Falls.  The 
latter  was  known  as  the  **  Proprietors  of  the  Upper  Locks 
and  Canal  on  the  Connecticut  River.'' . 

Th»  Lower  chmL  The  work  of  constructing  tlie  canal  in  South 
Hadley  was  commenced  early  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1793.  About  two  hundred  fifty  workmen  were  em- 
ployed the  first  year,  and  nearly  two  hundred  more  were 
added  the  following  season.  It  was  two  and  one  half  miles 
long,  and  for  nearly  all  of  that  distance  was  excavated 
through  a  bed  of  sandstone  rock,  too  hard  to  be  easily 
dug,  and  too  loose  to  be  blown.**  *  In  depth  it  varied  from 
sixteen  to  thirty  feet,  and  its  width  was  twenty-five  feet. 
In  connection  with  the  canal  and  in  order  to  deflect  the 
current  of  the  river  into  it,  a  dam  was  thrown  across  the 
river.  Its  construction  was  part  of  the  original  design. 
The  first  ad  vertisement  of  the  proprietors  invited  proposals 
for  building  this  dam  so  as  to  raise  the  water  seven  feet. 
This  structure  was  built  obli(|uely  across  the  river  from  the 
mouth  of  the  canal  to  wiiiiiu  one  hundred  or  one  hundred 
fifty  feet  of  the  west  bank,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  distance 
it  went  straight.  Its  entire  length  was  1130  feet,  its  height 
about  eleven  feet  and  it  raised  the  water  four  feet  above 
the  common  level.*  This  dam  was  the  cause  of  considera- 
ble trouble  to  people  living  in  Northampton,  and  was  the 
occasion  of  not  a  little  litigation. 

Hetbod of  Pfti^ng.         moving  through  this  canal  tlie  boats, 

daring  the  years  immediately  following  its 
construction,  wore  raised  and  lowered  to  the  proper  level 

1  Dwight'a  Travels,  toI.  1,  p.  m 

S  Dwlglit*»  T«ftTet«t  vol.  1,  p.  aVL 
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by  means  of  an  inclined  plane,  overcoming  a  height  of 
fifty-three  feet  within  a  distance  of  two  hundred  thirty. 
Over  this  the  boats  were  carried  in  an  immense  car  or  car- 
riage, which  was  ran  on  three  sets  of  wheels,  the  second 
and  third  sets  being  so  mnch  larger  than  the  first  as  to  keep 
the  carriage  level.  Boats  or  rafts  were  floated  into  a  lock, 
and  as  the  water  was  allowed  to  escape,  they  settled  down 
upon  the  car.  This  car  was  attached  hj  ropes  at  first,  and 
afterwards  by  chain  cables,  to  a  hnge  drum  at  the  top  of 
the  canal,  which  was  operated  by  an  overshot  wheel  at  each 
end,  sixteen  feet  in  diameter.  Wlion  the  boat  or  raft  was 
passed  through  the  canal,  the  water  from  the  river  above 
was  turned  onto  these  whppl«,  and  they  were  easily  and 
safely  carried  in  either  direction. 

Th»  ^fn'h'  Opened.  This  work  Wiks  i;uuipleted  in  the  fall  of  the 
year  1794,  when  the  canal  was  opened  by  au 
apparently  impromptu  celebration,  in  a  most  informal 
manner.  A  boat  load  of  people,  consisting  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Directors,  Stock-holders,  and  a  number  of  others, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  the  number  of  sixty  or  seventy 
persons,  were  carried  through  the  canal  in  both  directions. 
The  proprietors  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Hampshire  Ma- 
chine,^ and  the  "  company  then  gave  three  decent  and  joy- 
ous cheers,  on  beholding  so  pleasing,  ingenious  and  useful 
a  novelty  in  this  country.***  This  structure  was  for  many 
years  a  great  point  of  attraction  for  all  the  country  round 
about.  It  was  resorted  to  by  parties  of  young  people,  and 
by  older  people,  who  often  remained  at  the  tavern  there 
over  night.  It  was  the  lion  of  this  section,"  and  was  the 
first  attraction  that  drew  crowds  of  sight-seers.  These  vis- 
itors nearly  all  traveled  on  horseback.  The  tavern  fre- 
quented by  them  was  in  the  village  of  South  Hadley  Falls. 

mgk  w»tar  In  North.  The  dam  raised  the  water  so  much  above 
ampt  on  nr  e  a  d  o  w  8  j^s  Ordinary  level  as  to  effect  the  height  of 
^wjjBiokneas  stream  for  ten  miles  or  more.  Conse- 

quently the  water  set  back  upon  the 
Northampton  meadows  in  times  of  freshets,  leaving  stag- 
nant water  where  no  water  remained  before,  as  it  receded, 

1  Fmoi  nevvpaper  Mvoita. 
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and  causing  much  sickness  in  town.  Fever  and  ague, 
which,  had  been  unknown  here  for  sixty  years  or  more, 
became  prevalent.  In  South  Street,  in  particular,  almost 
every  family  had  one  or  more  of  its  inmates  sick  with  this 
disease.  It  spread  ako  in  other  parts  of  tlie  town»  and 
occasioned  much  excitement  in  the  community.  The  mat- 
ter was  brought  before  the  town,  and  in  November,  1798, 
for  some  undiscovered  reason,  it  was  voted  not  to  petition 
the  General  Court  to  remove  the  dam.  In  May,  1799,  the 
matter  again  came  up,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  it  and  report.  They  stated  that  tlie  prevalence  of 
the  fever  and  ague  was  caused  by  the  water  of  Connecticut 
River  being  tlirown  into  our  ponds  and  meadows,  hy  the 
lower  canal  dam,  and  being  there  confined  till  a  putrid 
exhalation  poisons  the  neighboring  atmosphere.  Tt  was 
then  voted  to  confer  with  the  proprietors  and  directors, 
and  assure  them  that  unless  thdy  take  immediate  measures 
to  remedy  the  same,  the  town  would  petition  the  G(eneral 
Court  "  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  the  lives  and  Health  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  town." 


Attempts  to  Bemed J  This  Committee  reported  that  they  had 
th«BTii.  "conversed"  with  the  proprietors  and 

found  them  disposed  to  remedy  the  defects 

complained  of,  and  that  they  would  consider  the  question 
at  their  next  meeting.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  first 
action  taken  by  any  one  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  the 
evils  thus  brought  upon  the  community.  Northampton 
people  were  in  earnest,  and  instructed  the  committee  to 
ailend  tlie  meeting  of  the  directors.  Nothing  satisfactory 
seems  to  have  been  accomplished  at  this  time,  and  the  diffi- 
culty remained  without  remedy  for  two  years  longer.  At 
the  May  meeting  in  1800,  the  selectmen  were  ordered  to 
petition  the  General  Court  to  remove  the  dam,  and  similar 
action  seems  to  have  been  taken  by  the  town  of  Sasthamp- 
ton.  Satisfied  that  these  two  towns  were  determined  to 
take  efficient  measures  for  their  own  protection,  the  com* 
pany  at  a  meeting  held  in  October,  proposed  that  they 
would  "  as  soon  as  conveniently  practicable  in  the  ensuing 
season,  lowpr  the  dam  three  feet,-  or  would  remove  it  en- 
tirely and  erect  one  at  some  other  place,  which  shall  not  be 
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SO  high  as  the  present  dam  by  three  feet,  or  make  some 
other  material  alteration  in  their  works,  so  as  to  remove 
all  grounds  of  complaint,  should  tlie  Government  see  fit  to 
afford  them  such  aid  as  will  enable  them  to  accomplish  such 
alterations.^  A  petition  for  aid  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Leg- 
islature, and  the  two  towns  were  requested  ''to  assist  the 
proprietors  by  instructing  their  Bepresentatives  to  cooperate 
with  them  in  obtaining  such  assistance  from  the  L^psla- 
ture."  Northampton  voted  to  act  in  accordance  with  this 
suggestion,  hut  stipulated  that  it  would  not  sanction  the 
right  of  obstructing  the  waters  by  erecting  a  dam  in  any 
way  that  may  be  injurious  to  said  towns." 

The  Towns  petttton    Northampton  and  Easthampton  petitioned 
for  Relief.  Legislature  in  1801,  in  regard  to  the 

sickness  occasioned  by  the  locks  and 
canals,  praying  that  some -remedy  might  be  devised.  A 
committee  of  that  body  visit-ed  the  towns  during  the  same 
year.  They  took  testimony  in  regard  to  the  complaints 
about  fever  and  ague,  made  an  examination  of  the  works 
and  of  the  state  of  the  fisheries.  Their  report  to  the  Leg- 
islature was  made  early  in  the  session  of  the  next  year.  A 
lottery  to  raise  $20,000  to  make  the  needed  changes  was 
granted  to  the  proprietors,  and  they  were  also  i  d  rr  I  to 
make  compensation  to  those  who  had  suffered  loss  from 
sickness  or  otherwise  in  consequence  of  the  dam.  It  took 
some  time  to  realize  the  money  from  this  lottery,  and  not 
till  1804  was  anything  dovr.  In  October  of  that  year  a 
meeting  of  the  sufferers  was  held  at  Asaiiei  ir'omeroy's  tav- 
ern to  devise  some  method  of  distributing  the  money  as- 
signed by  the  proprietors  an  compeuBation  for  the  losses 
sustained  by  the  citizens  by  sickness  or  otherwise. 

AUeg«d  Lftvsnfts  on  In  the  various  accounts  of  this  under* 
MooantoetheDaio.  taking  that  have  been  published  from 
time  to  time,  the  statement  is  reiterated 
that  the  company  had  been  indicted  for  maintaining  a 
nuisance  on  the  complaint  of  scYeral  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Northampton,  and  ordered  by  the  courts  to  remove  their 
dam.  It  is  alleged  that  in  consequence  of  this  verdict  ail 
but  the  oblique  portion  of  the  structure  had  been  taken 
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away.  A  careful  investigation  of  the  court  records  here 
reveals  no  sucli  trial.  ^  From  the  town  records  quoted 
above  it  appears  that  up  to  1800,  the  dam  remained  intact, 
and  that  the  company  made  no  effort  to  change  the  works 
till  after  the  application  to  the  Legislature  for  pecuniary 
aid. 

The  Caiwt  impioTed.    These  trouhles  had  a  depre!=«f?in£!:  effect 

upon  the  stock,  and  the  Dutch  hohlcrs 
sold  out  at  a  sacrifice,  so  th;it  the  shiires  came  eventually 
into  the  possession  of  a  few  men.  With  the  sum  realized 
from  the  lottery,  the  company  went  forward  with  their 
proposed  improvements.  Their  object  was  to  dispense  en- 
tirely with  the  necessity  for  a  dam  by  lowering);  the  bed  of 
the  canal  four  feet  throughout  its  length.  This  expedient 
was  successful  and  the  change  was  completed  in  1805,  the 
work  being  done  under  the  supervision  of  Ariel  Gooley. 
The  inclined  plane,  car  and  cables  were  abandoned,  and  the 
ordinary  canal  locks  substituted.  Mr.  Cooley  entered  upon 
a  contract  with  the  company  to  keep  the  canal  in  repair, 
survey  the  craft  that  passed  through,  and  collect  the  tolls 
for  fifty  years,  for  one  (juarter  of  the  gross  receipts.  Tu  a 
few  years  it  was  found  necessary  in  order  to  increase  the 
facilities  of  the  canal  to  extend  another  dam  across  the 
river.  This  one  was  built  in  1814,  and  hut  partially  complet- 
ed when  winter  set  in,  and  during  the  freshets  of  the  follow- 
ing spring  it  was  swept  away.  Another  dam  was  erected 
the  next  year  which  stood  for  nine  years,  when  it  was  car- 
ried away.  Mr.  Cooley  having  died  in  the  meantime,  his 
administrators  **  rebuilt  the  dam  which  still  stands  and  is 
marked  by  a  slight  ripple  where  the  water  joins  witli  the 
dead  water  set  back  by  the  great  dam  of  the  Hadley  Falls 
Company."  These  dams  were  indicted  under  the  nuisance 
act  on  account  of  their  ohstruction  to  the  fisheries  on  the 
river.  Mr.  Cooley,  howpver,  built  a  tishway,  through 
which  the  shad  were  enabled  to  pass  up  the  river.  This 
canal  remained  in  operation  till  the  establishment  of  the 

t  The  above  statdmeats  uodoobtedly  had  tbelr  origin  Id  tbe  lollowing  paragraph 
Irom  Owlght'a  Tnyels,  vol.  1,  p.  888: — **  Agitated  by  theM  diflMtroui  •▼ents,  sereral 
of  the  {nbabitants  InstltntPd  suits  ftgainst  the  proprietor?  of  these  -works,  under  the 
law  concemlog  QUisanceM.  Duriitg  the  trial  ot  one  of  these  suitit,  the  dam  was  de- 
darad  totaATa  been  erected  lllegeUy.  The  proprteton  were,  theietoret  liable  to  an 
•ndlMS  train  ot  proeeontlone,  ot  the  same  natare." 
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Hadley  Falls  Company,  by  whom  it  was  purchased.  Nav- 
igation constantly  decreased  till  the  railroad  usurped  the 
freighting  business,  and  the  canal  was  used  solely  for  man- 
ufacturing purposes.^ 

TiMBMiidaatwa-  ^^^^  aot  of  Incorporation  empowered  the 
limaaflflM.  oompaiiy  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

river  from  the  mouth  of  Chicopee  River  in 
the  town  of  Ohicopee  to  Stony  Brook  in  South  Hadley. 
This  of  course  included  the  rapids  at  Willimansett,  which 
are  situated  about  a  mile  below  those  at  South  Hadley. 
Tbey  could  not  be  passed  except  at  certain  stages  of  the 
water,  unless  some  improvement  should  be  made.  Nothing 
shows  that  this  compaiiv  did  any  work  there,,  but  in  1805, 
they  were  passable.  A  canal  had  been  built  a  mile  long, 
about  twenty  feet  from  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  At  this 
point  there  is  a  fall  of  sixteen  feet»  and  two  locks  were 
found  necessary.  A  sort  of  dam"  was  built  in  order  to 
fill  the  canal.*  It  is  hardly  probable  that  this  work  had 
been  done  previous  to  the  incorporation  of  the  above  com- 
pany. No  aUnsion  was  made  to  it  in  any  advertisement  of 
the  company,  and  it  may  be  that  those  rapids  were  consid- 
ered but  a  continuation  of  the  falls  at  South  Hadley. 

Illegal  voiiiiit Sup-   In  1798,  a  vote  was  passed  directing  the 
pnMod.  selectmen,  and  it  was  especially  enjoined 

upon  them,  to  challenge  any  person  who 
should  attempt  to  vote  in  town-meeting,  unless  he  was 
qualified  according  to  law.  Illegal  voting  it  would  seem 
could  not  have  been  very  extensively  practiced  in  those 
days  without  immediate  detection,  as  everybody  knew  all 
about  everybody  else,  and  in  many  instances  knew  more 
about  his  neighbors  than  they  knew  about  themselves. 

Hr,r]«r  -n  East-  Medad  Stroug  and  others  built  a  school- 
hampton  aud  aoi>-  house  at  Easthamptou,  and  requested  the 
fat^iiMtw  Hix^T   town  to  pay  part  of  the  cost.    The  town, 

however,  voted  not  to  grant  any  money  to 
the  parties,  but  committed  the  matter  to  the  selectmen. 

1  For  auihoiltlflA  oonault  Judd  MSB.;  Dwi^it*s  TkftTeli,  vol.  1,  p.  881,  eto.;  Hol- 
land's Wetteni  MMMWJbusetts,  toL  1,  p.  806,  •te. 

S  Xone'ft  G«ogr«ph7,  od.  180S. 
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"What  the  select  meTi  were  to  do  is  not  elear.  Tf  no  Tnoriey 
was  to  be  given  towards  the  payment  for  the  school-house, 
it  is  difficult  to  see  what  there  was  for  the  selectmen  to 
do  in  the  premises.  They  were  not  ordered  to  report. 
At  the  same  meeting  $20  was  granted  towards  the  erection 
of  a  school-house  at  Roberts  Meadow ;  the  money  was  to 
he  paid  when  the  house  was  completed.  This  application 
fared  better  than  the  preceding  one,  probably  because  it 
was  a  portion  of  Northampton,  while  filasthampton  had 
been  set  off  into  a  separate  district.  Tbe  Roberts  Meadow 
school-district  was  to  extend  from  Thomas  Cole's  house  to 
Williamsburg.  Mr.  Mann  was  again  hired  to  conduct  the 
singing-school  two  days  in  a  week  from  November  to  May, 
for  which  he  was  to  be  paid  $50. 


Bay.  Mr.  wiuiama  Kev-  Mr.  Williams  again  came  before  the 
Petujou  tor  an  town  with  a  requcst  for  more  salary,  based 
ineraMe  of  Salary.  hard  times  and  the  high  price  of 

provisions.  The  town,  however,  refused  to  pay  him  any- 
thing additional  A  proposition  to  allow  him  $100  more 
was  negatived.  He  was  still  persistent  and  at  a  subsequent 
meeting  presented  an  address  concerning  his  financial  af- 
fairs. But  the  town  was  not  then  in  a  generous  mood,  and 
-would  not  consent  to  consider  the  matter  in  any  form ;  a 
proposition  to  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  him  was 
promptly  voted  down. 


No  Change  in  Boumi-  An  attempt  was  made  to  change  the 
arjr.  Oranito  Israel  bouudarv  between  the  Hatefield  and  the 
Lovefield  divisions  of  the  commons,  but 
the  decision  was  tliat  the  line  should  remain  where  it  was 
laid  in  1751.  At  the  December  meeting  an  order  was 
passed  to  re-enclose  the  pound.  About  this  time  Israel 
Bust  was  given  permission  to  erect  a  building  on  town 
land,  at  the  brick-kiln,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  high- 
way. He  lived  at  that  time  on  Meeting-House  Hill,  and 
this  location  must  have  been  near  the  lower  end  of  Sontb 
Street,  as  the  brick-yard,  laid  out  near  Meeting-House  Hill 
when  the  town  was  settled,  had  long  been  abandoned. 
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A  Pauper  Proposi-  A  proposal  oame  before  the  town  in  re* 
gard  to  a  contract  to  keep  Thomas  Starr,  a 
pauper,  during  life.  This  was  not  quite  in 
keeping  with  the  method  of  caring  for  the  town  poor, 
then  in  practice.  Tlie  people  were  not  ready  to  make  a  life 
contract  of  that  nature,  so  the  suggestion  found  no  favor. 

a<Httb  street  Bedooad  During  the  next  year  Lickingwater  Street 
iB width.  (South  Street)  was  reduced  Iq  width. 

Land  on  each  side  of  the  highway  was 
Hohi  t(!  the  ahuttors  at  the  rate  of  i*?.^  per  srvB.  To  what 
extenl  the  roadway  was  narrowed  is  not  shown,  hut  appar- 
ently every  resident  wavS  ready  to  hiiy.  The  names  of  six 
persons  are  recorded  as  purchasing  on  the  north  side  and 
eight  on  the  south  side  of  the  street. 

In  November,  the  usual  vote  to  hire  a  singing-master, 
this  time  for  two  months,  was  passed.  The  next  month  no 
lees  than  eleven  persons  were  ordered  out  of  town,  to  de- 
part within  fifteen  days. 

PranrHnc  Order  on   In  March,  1800,  the  tithing-men  were  di- 
tiM  Skbteth.        rected  to  complain  to  a  J ustice  of  the  Peace 
of  any  disorderly  persons  on  the  Sabbath, 

and  instructed  to  prevent  boys  from  leaving  their  seats 
until  the  service  wh«^  Piided.  The  authority  of  the  tithing- 
men  seems  to  liavf  Iiphu  set  at  naught.  Boys,  always  rest- 
less and  uneasy,  auxiuus  to  escape  from  the  tiresome  and 
tedious  exercises,  stampeded  before  the  last  amen  had  been 
uttei-ed,  greatly  to  the  disturbance  of  all  sober  and  deco- 
rous worshipers.  AU  attempts,  however,  to  discipline 
them  seem  to  have  failed.  Throughout  the  history  of  the 
town  down  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  century, 
there  is  constant  reference  to  disoiderly  youth,  particularly 
in  the  meeting-house.  Many  stringent  votes  were  passed, 
and  not  a  few  by-laws  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  correct- 
ing this  evil,  but  apparently  without  avail.  All  through 
this  history,  attempts  to  subdue  the  irreverence  of  (-hihlrea 
during  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath,  have  been  re- 
peatedly noted.  The  youth  of  those  days  were  incorrigible. 
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A  New  Street  He-     An  ansuccessfnl  attempt  was  made  in  1801, 
J*****-  to  lay  a  road  from  Licldngwater  bridge 

across  the  home  lots  of  Dr.  Hunt  and  Sam-  • 
nel  Hinckley.  Undoubtedly  this  was  a  road  from  South 
Street  bridge  to  Pleasant  Street,  nearly  parallel  with,  but 
considerably  to  the  north  of  the  present  Biyer  Street.  Dr. 
Hunt  owned  the  lot  bounded  west  on  old  South  Street,  ex- 
tending from  Mill  River  to  Main  Street,  and  Mr.  Hinckley 
that  on  Pleasant  Street,  which  in  more  recent  years  has 
been  known  as  the  Kirkland  homestead. 

sobooUng  Oirld.  Th^  snbject  of  schooling  girls  came  before 
the  town  again  at  the  April  meeting  in  1801. 
Coupled  with  it  was  the  question  of  dividing  the  town  into 
school-districts.  Girls  had  been  allowed  to  attend  the  town 
schools  for  a  number  of  years,  and  doubtless  many  availed 
themselves  of  the  privilege.  The  town  was  pretty  evenly 
divided  upon  this  question,  as  the  votes  in  different  years 
seem  to  indicate.  Qirls  were  not  admitted  to  the  town 
schools  every  year  after  permission  was  first  granted.  In 
1799,  the  town  refused  to  make  any  appropriation  for 
schooling  them. 

airta'  Sohooia.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
centnry,  schools  for  girls,  taught  by  females, 
were  plenty.  The  best  of  them  were  not  of  very  high 
grade,  and  a  majority  of  them  were  for  the  tuition  of  very 
young  children.  Five  or  six  such  schools  are  mentioned  in 
Mr.  Judd's  interviews  with  old  people,  held  in  1852  and  1853. 
They  were  kept  in  private  houses,  though  some  of  them 
were  held  in  rooms  hired  for  that  purpose.  Not  many  of 
these  schools  were  commenced,  however,  till  after  the  private 
school  taught  by  Isaac  Cjarson,  already  described,  was  es- 
tablished, and  they  floiirif?hed  a  nnmber  of  years,  till  the 
town  took  the  matter  in  hand  and  engaged  fp-ninh>  teachers. 
Many  of  the  teachers,  previous  to  1800,  were  residents  of 
the  town,  daughters  of  some  of  the  first  citisiens,  who  kept 
school  at  their  homes,  but  only  during  the  summer  months. 
Most  conspicuous  among  them  in  point  of  ability,  were 
Miss  Sally  Hill  and  Miss  Sumner  of  Boston.  'Miss  Hill 
was  engaged  by  Mr.  Joseph  Clarke.  She  began  her  la- 
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bors  in  1791  and  kept  four  years,  most  of  the  time  in 
Mr.  Samuel  Clarke's  house.  She  is  represented  as  a  strict 
disciplinarian,  and  inclined  to  be  severe,  f  errnling  the  ohil- 
dien  for  the  slightest  breach  of  the  rules.  At  last  some  of 
the  principal  citizens  became  dissatisfied,  especially  Judge 
Henshaw,  and  she  left  in  1795.  Miss  Snmner  took  her 
place  the  same  year,  and  was  employed  for  some  time.  In 
these  schools  not  only  were  the  rudiments  of  education 
obtained,  but  also  the  first  elements  of  needlework.  Read- 
ing, spelling,  and  sewing  comprised  the  curriculum,  though 
some  of  the  older  scholars  were  taught  to  write,  but  arith- 
metic was  an  unknown  quantity.  In  Miss  Hill's  school 
Perry's  Spelling-Book  was  used,  as  she  was  not  iu  favor  of 
Webster's.  The  Psalter  and  Bible  were  also  iu  ase,  and  a 
book  of  reading  lessons,  mostly  religious.  Sewing  was  one 
of  the  most  imi>ortant  branches  taught  in  these  schools.  It 
is  reported  that  one  young  girl  about  six  years  old,  made  a 
Holland  shirt  as  part  of  her  school  work.* 

Schoolmistresses  Km-  When  the  question  of  schooling  girls 
pioyed  by  ui* Town,  came  before  the  town,  it  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  who  reported  in  substance  as 
follows  :  That  schoolmistresses  should  he  provided  for 
female  children  under  the  age  of  t^>n  years,  for  five  months, 
from  the  first  of  May  to  the  first  of  October,  one  mistress 
to  thirty  scholars  or  thereabouts  ;  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  by  the  town  to  employ  such  mistresses,  and 
apportion  the  scholars  among  them ;  that  female  children 
between  the  ages  of  ten  and  fourteen  should  have  liberty  to 
go  to  the  town  schools  under  the  direction  of  the  selectmen 
for  three  mouths  in  the  year,  to  wit,  from  the  first  May 
to  the  first  of  August,  for  the  purpose  of  being  instructed 
in  writing  and  the  higher  branches  of  education.  Ko 

I  The  following  statement  from  Mrs.  Luther  Hunt,  trho  wag  born  fn  1776,  shows 
iaow  and  bj  wbom  some  of  these  schools  were  carried  no:  —  When  four  or  ilre  je&rs 
Old  she  VMrt  to  aebool  one  mmm»K  to  H&nnah  Parsons,  daughter  of  Jneob,  at  his 
house;  oma  sanaMr to  BaolMl  Fttnoiu,  daughter  of  Isaao,  at  hi*  hooao.  Aftwr  tlila 
ah*  went  wrmti  yean  to  Prudanet  Panons.  daughter  of  Joaiah,  at  hia hoaaa.  Ptn* 
dflnce  kept  scihool  lO  or  12  summors,  not  in   wutor.    She  h&d  iiO  or  thirty  scholars, 

who  aaoh  i>ai4  har  (ifi  per  week.  When  Mrs.  Uunt  went  to  her,  they  read  in  the  teat*> 
mailt,  and  the  nnallar  ones  In  the  spelUn^  book,  and  had  no  other  reading  books, 

'She  does  not  recollect  using  a  psaltor  nr  Dillworth'a.  They  spelt  also  (Tally  and 
t^peeted  •  portion  of  the  cateoblsm  ouce  a  day.  Much  of  the  tUne  was  spent  in  sew- 
ing, thet  was  en  fanpovtant  ohjeet  oC  the  aohooL**^ndd  K88. 
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recommendation  about  scliool-districts  was  made.  They 
did  not  come  for  five  years. 

rche  Bepoxt  of  tiM  This  proposed  change  in  school  matters  was 
Committee  uDtfer.  accepted,  apparently^  without  opposi- 
tion. The  Committee  appointed  at  the 
April  meeting  reported  in  May.  Their  recommeiidations 
were  not  accepted  at  this  meeting,  hut  were  placed  on  file. 
The  questions  involved  were  not  again  considered  till  ttie 
follb-^ing  year,  when  the  report  was  accepted  and  the 
recommendations  adopted.  About  the  same  time  the  se- 
lectmen were  instructed  to  employ  Mr.  Lane  of  Farmington 
to  take  charge  of  the  Hawley  Grammar  School  at  a  salary 
of  $400  per  year.  He  accepted  and  remained  at  the  head  of 
that  institution  for  several  years. 

otimr  sohooi  UAtMn.  The  above  was  the  first  yote  on  record  for 

employing  schoolmistresses,  hut  the 
names  of  none  of  them  have  been  preserved.  From 
this  time  onward  girls  hare  had  an  equal  chance  with  hoys 
in  the  town  schools.  The  above  vote  was  repeated  in  1803, 
and  thereafter  the  school-committee  was  annnallj'  ap- 
pointed. Within  two  years  another  report  was  made  in 
favor  of  doing  something  for  the  remote  sections  of  the 
town,  inclnding  Farms  (South),  Lonetown,  Roberts  Mead- 
ow, and  Horse  Mountain.  The  proposition  was  to  divide 
the  school  money  among  them  according  to  the  number  of 
polls  in  each  section.  At  the  same  time  the  last  paragraph 
in  the  foregoing  report  in  reference  to  schooling  girls  from 
ten  to  fourteen  years  of  age  in  the  town  schools,  was  re- 
scinded, and  the  matter  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  school- 
committee.  The  question  of  forming  school-districts  was 
not  again  broached  till  the  year  1807,  when  two  districts 
were  formed  at  Lonetown. 

sohooMHstriot*.  Until  this  year,  the  center  of  the  town  had 
comprised  a  single  district.  In  it  were  two 
hundred  sixty-five  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
twelve  years,  and  it  was  voted  to  divide  the  territory  into 
four  districts.  They  were  composed  as  follows:— First 
District,  Hawley  and  Pleasant  Streets;  Second,  Plain  or 
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Bridge  Street,  and  a  portion  of  Back  Street  (probably 
North  Street) ;  Third,  part  of  King  Street,  part  of  Market 
Street,  Black  Pole  and  Bound  Hill ;  Fourth,  Mm  Street  or 
New  Boston,  Welch  End  (West  Street),  part  of  Ahner 
Hunt's  Lane,  and  north  end  of  South  Street.  licking- 
water  or  South  Street  had  for  many  years  been  a  district  hy 
itself.  A  report  was  also  made  recommending  the  sale  of 
the  old  school-house  and  ground,  and  the  building  of  a 
new  ^ammar  Rchool-hoiise  on  iovm  land,  and  thp  •erection 
of  four  scliool-honses  in  the  several  districts,  but  it  was  not 
accepted.  Ono  thousand  dollars  was  raised  by  taxation  in 
addition  to  tlie  ilawley  fund.  Out  of  this  sum  the  Hawley 
school  was  to  be  continued  throughout  the  year  and  the 
remainder  was  to  be  divided  among  the  districts  according 
to  the  number  of  scholars  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
fourteen  years.  The  next  year  the  four  districts  were 
altered  in  some  respects,  and  named  Center,  Plain,  King 
Street,  and  Hill,  and  a  school-house  ordered  to  be  built  in 
each.  In  1810,  a  member  of  the  school-committee  was  ap- 
pointed from  each  district. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

EXECUTION  OF  DAILEY  AND  HALLIGAN. 

ThsTriaL  In  April,  1806,  occiirred  in  this  town  the 

trial  of  Doniinic  Dailey  and  James  Halli- 
gau  for  the  murder  of  Marcus  Lyon  at  Wilbraham,  on  the 
9***  of  the  preceding  November.  Lyon  formerly  lived  in 
Couuecticut,  and  was  on  his  way  from  Cazenovia,  N.  Y., 
to  his  home  in  that  State,  when  he  met  his  death.  The 
prisoneis  were  Irish,  young  men  who  had  been  tramping 
from  Boston,  apparently  without  specific  aim,  and  their 
motive  was  plunder.  The  case  was  tried  before  Hon.  Theo- 
dore Sedgwick  and  Samuel  Sewell  Elsq.  Though  the  evi- 
dence was  entirely  circumstantial,  the  trial  resulted  in  a 
verdict  of  guilty,  and  a  sentence  of  death.  The  trial  seems 
to  have  been  fairly  conducted,  and  the  verdict  just.  The 
men  were  strangers  in  this  section  :  certain  parties  believed 
the  prisoners  innocent,  and  in  after  years  attempted  to 
throw  the  blame  of  the  adverse  verdict  upon  the  inexpe- 
rience of  their  counsel. 

The  couviote  s«ek  After  the  trial,  which  occurred  on  the 
itoiigioiu  ooiwo-  fourth  Tuesday  of  April,  the  prisoners 
were  remanded  to  jail,  and  the  execution 
was  to  take  place  on  the  5^^  of  the  following  June.  Dur- 
ing this  short  interval  the  prisoners,  who  were  Catholics, 
sought  the  consolations  of  their  faith.  As  there  were  no 
Catholic  clergymen  in  this  section  of  the  State  they  ad> 
dressed  a  letter  to  M.  Clieverus,  a  Catholic  priest  at  Boston. 
*' We  are  solicitous,''  they  say,  ''only  about  our  salvation, 
it  is  in  your  hands,  come  to  our  assistance."  It  was  the 
custom  then  on  all  occasions  of  capital  punishment,  for  a 
clergyman  to  preach  a  sermon  just  before  the  execution, 
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and  tliey  sent  a  second  letter  to  M.  Chevenis,  requesting 
him  to  deliver  the  discourse.  They  earnestly  desired  him 
to  confer  this  favor  upon  them,  and  not  reduce  them  "to 
the  uecessity  of  listening,  just  before  we  die,  to  the  voice 
of  one  who  is  not  a  Catholic/' 

K.aheTerttsAooedM    M.  Cheverus  was  not  deaf  to  their  en- 
«o  their  BaqtMst      treaty,  and  came  promi>tl7  to  their  aid. 

At  that  time  there  was  no  sympathy  with 
Catholicism  in  Northampton,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest 

difficulty  that  the  priest  conM  find  a  lodging  place.  So 
great  was  the  prejudice  against  the  sect  that  no  one  would 
receive  him.  He  passed  many  days  in  the  prison  with  the 
nnh&ppy  convicts,  he  compassionated  their  condition,  and 
persuaded  them  to  look  on  death,  in  the  light  of  the  gos- 
pel, as  an  entrance  upon  a  better  life  and  the  gate  of  true 
happiness."  In  a  word  he  converted  them,  and  adminis- 
tered to  them  the  final  consolations  of  the  chnrch. 


And  PraMhM  tiie  When  the  fatal  day  arriTed  he  accompanied 
flnai  Sermon.  the  prisoners  to  the  church.  "  There  the 
Protestant  ministers  wished  to  prononnce 
the  usual  discourse ;  but  M.  Cheverus  opposed  this  with 
force  and  energy.  The  will  of  the  dying  he  said,  was 
sacred ;  they  have  desired  to  have  no  one  but  myself,  and 
I  alone  will  speak  them."  He  immediately  ascended  the 
pulpit  and  casting  his  eyes  upon  the  immense  crowd  that 
surrounded  him,  and  beholding  a  great  multitude  of  women 
who  had  come  from  every  direction,  he  felt  himself  anima- 
ted with  holy  indignation  against  the  curiosity  which  had 
attracted  to  that  mournful  8cene  such  a  crowd  of  spectators. 
**  Orators,^  cried  he,  in  a  loud  and  stem  voice,  "  are  usually 
flattered  by  having  a  numerous  audience,  but  I  am  ashamed 
of  the  one  before  me.  *  *  Are  there  then  men,  to  whom 
the  death  of  their  fellow  beings  is  a  spectacle  of  pleasure, 
an  object  of  curiosity  f  *  *  But  you  espedally,  O  women  t 
what  has  induced  you  to  come  to  this  place  ?  Is  it  to  wipe 
away  the  cold  damps  of  death  that  trioMe  down  the  face  of 
these  unfortunate  men  ?  Is  it  to  experience  the  painful 
emotions  which  this  scene  ought  to  inspire  in  every  feeling 
heart  ?       it  is  not  for  this.   Is  it  then  to  behold  their 
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aiigiiisli,  and  to  look  upon  ii  with  tearless,  eager  and  long- 
ing eyes  ?  Oh !  I  blush  for  you,  your  eyes  are  full  of 
murder  *  *  you  boast  of  possessing  sensibility,  and  you 
say  it  is  the  highest  virtue  in  women,  but  if  the  sufferings 
of  others  afford  you  pleasure,  and  the  death  of  man  is  an 
inviting  entertainment  for  your  curiosity,  I  can  no  longer 
believe  in  your  virtue.  Tou  forget  your  sex.  You  are  a 
dishonor  and  a  reproach  to  it.*'  The  execution  took  place 
immediately  after  this  discourse,  but  not  a  woman  dared 
appear  at  it.  All  retired  from  the  church  ashamed  of 
themselves,  and  blushing  for  the  inhuman  curiosity  that 
had  brought  them  there. 

The  Prj.  8t  Tatarmto   The  citizens  of  Northampton,  being  inter- 
the  People.  ested  in  the  discourse  of  M.  Chevems. 

wished  to  hear  liira  again.  He  preached 
several  times,  iie  conversed  with  them  in  private,  and  took 
every  opportunity  to  remove  the  prejudice  a^^ainst  Catholi- 
cism. Many,  struck  by  the  spectacle  presented  by  the 
Irishmen  recently  executed,  and  deeming  it  incredible  that 
guilty  men  should  possess  such  a  modest  and  calm  appear- 
ance in  the  presence  of  death,  begged  M.  Oheverus  to  tell 
them,  as  he  must  have  ascertained  through  their  confession 
whether  the  men  were  really  guilty.  He  agreed  to  give 
them  the  only  reply  it  was  possible  for  him  to  make  to  the 
question,  lliereupon  he  treated  in  his  next  discourse  of 
ttie  doctrine  of  the  church  respecting  confession,  its  impor- 
tant advantages,  and  the  inviolable  secrecy  forced  upon 
the  confessor. 

M.  cheveruB  Request-  So  greatly  were  the  people  pleased  hy 
ed  to  Beaaain  heee.  these  discourses,  and  with  the  interesting- 
character  of  his  private  conversation,  that 
they  wished  him  to  remain  with  them,  and  he  found  almost 
as  much  difficulty  in  parting  from  them  as  he  had  in  pro- 
curing shelter  on  his  first  arrival.^ 

1  Cardinal  CheTerus  wae  born  in  Fnuaoe  In  1788,  Appointed  Biflhop  of  Bofltoa 
In  1808,  and  was  mftto  Arohblsfaop  of  BordCAnzln  ISBISw— Tike  ebore  teote  «t»  ftom* 
Ute  of  M.  GbeTeros.  pubUebed  in  1680. 
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Tii«  Picture  Highly  The  above  statement,  evidently  highly  col- 
Colored,  ored  by  thf  imagination  of  an  ardent  Cath- 
olic, ib  vuiUuiibtedly  iiitoiidpid  to  enive  a  fair 
representation  of  the  position  of  atlairfa  at  tiiai  time.  But 
w^en  the  strozig  anti-catholic  spirit  preTailing  at  that  time 
is  coDsidsired,  it  is  evident  that  the  biographer  of  M.  Chev- 
ems  made  the  most  out  of  the  facts  at  his  command.  Yery 
probably  the  opposition  to  Bomanism,  implanted  among 
the  first  settlers  in  the  wilderness,  had  before  this  be- 
come tinctured  by  a  more  liberal  feeling,  yet  it  is  easy  to 
conceive  thai  even  then  the  great  majority  of  the  people, 
including  Parson  Williams,  who  was  then  i»a8tor  of  the 
church,  would  consider  the  pulpit  contaminated  by  the 
presence  of  a  Catholic  priest  within  its  sacred  precincts. 

The  Bzeoatioii.  Tuesday,  June  5*'',  1806,  was  a  day  of  great 
excitement  in  Northampton.  On  that  day 
the  prisoners  sulfered  the  penalty  of  their  deeds.  The 
largest  crowd  probably  ever  gathered  here  up  to  that  time, 
assembled.  It  being  estimated  that  15,000  people  were  pres- 
ent. The  services  were  held  in  the  third  church  (bnilt  in 
1787),  in  which  Jonathan  Edwards  preached,  or  it  may  be 
that  the  preacher  spoke  from  one  of  the  upper  windows  of 
l^e  edifice,  to  the  crowd  assembled  in  the  street  No  such 
crowd  could  have  been  accommodated  within  the  building. 
This  certainly,  as  far  as  known,  was  the  first  public  appear- 
ance of  a  Catholic  priest  in  Northampton. 


CHAPTER  XLL» 
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Birth  and  DMoeat.   It  is  a  fact  of  no  little  significance  that  the 
name  of  Strong,  which  in  the  person  of 
Elder  John  Strong  represents  one  of  the  most  prominent 

•figures  in  t"he  settlement  of  Noi-thampton,  and  occupies  so 
important  a  place  upon  the  first  pages  of  this  work,  should, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  end  of  th© 
first  one  hnndred  fifty  years  of  the  town's  history,  stand 
for  the  most  illustrious  of  all  her  sons,  the  Hon.  Caleb 
Strong,  Governor  of  Massachusetts.  Caleb  Strong  was 
horn  in  Northampton,  Jan.  9,  1745,  being  a  direct  descend- 
ant in  the  fourth  generation  from  Elder  John  Strong.  His 
father,  Lieut.  Caleb  Strong,  and  his  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Phebe  Lyman,  **  were  both  distinguished  by  an 
original  strength  of  mind,  a  sound  judgment,  and  a  pru- 
dent, pious,  and  exemplary  christian  deportment  '  From 
such  a  line  of  ancestry,  and  In  such  faYOring  surroundings 
as  were  presented  by  his  native  town,  were  produced  the 
judicial  calm,  the  far-sighted  sagacity  and  the  unflinching 
integrity  which  constituted  the  character  of  the  man,  and 
fitted  him  to  guide  the  Ship  of  State  through  the  troubled 
waters  which  led  to  the  new  era  of  peace. 

SduoaiiioiL  Being  an  only  son,  Caleb  enjoyed  every  ed- 

ucational advantage  which  was  then  to  be 
had.  He  was  fitted  for  college  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Moody 
of  York,  Maine,  an  eminent  teacher  of  the  day,  who 
recognized  the  ability  of  his  pupil  and  gave  him  not  only 

1  Thi*  elim>ter  to  oompUed  from  notes  Md  nfennoM  found  •mong  th«  p»pen  of 

the  late  James  Russell  Trumbull.— Ed. 

8  ApiMndlz  to  tnnon^  iwrmon  deilTond  hy  Dr.  Jooepli  Ljmuk  at  ttio  latoraMnt  of 

tho  Hon.  Cftleb  Stromt- 
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sound  instTMiction.  but  also  sage  advice.  In  1760  he  entered 
Harvard,  pursuing  his  course  with  marked  ability,  and 
graduating  in  1 704  with  the  liighest  honors  of-  the  institu- 
tion. Imniediately  after  the  close  of  his  college  course  he 
fell  a  victim  to  smallpox,  which  left  him  with  an  affection 
of  the  eyee  from  which  he  never  fully  recovered,  and  for 
several  years  he  was  almost  wholly  deprived  of  the  use  of 
them.  This  affliction  delayed  his  entering  upon  his  chosen 
pursuit,  the  study  of  the  law.  A  less  courageous  spirit 
would  have  heen  utterly  disheartened,  hut  the  determina- 
tion of  the  man,  together  with  the  unselfish  devotion  of 
his  father  and  sisters,  who  read  aloud  to  him  such  works  aa 
were  necessary  to  his  profession,  overcame  this  seemingly 
insurmountable  difficulty. 

"His  father  *  «  •  read  to  him,  it  ia  said,  the  whole  of  the  trea- 
tise of  Coke  Tipon  Littleton,  in  folio.  The  degree  of  patience  and  affec* 
tion«  whicli  anch  a  task  reqmred,  can  uiily  be  estimated  probably  by 
gen^emen  of  fbe  profeMton,  wlio  Icnow  somettdng  of  the  olieciiilties  of 
the  book  and  ito  borreimesB  of  interest  to  everyone  Imt  a  lawyer.''  ^ 

Thus  slowly  and  with  the  most  careful  thought  were 
gained  that  accurate  knowledge  of  the  details  of  law  and 
that  habit  of  calm  consideration  for  which  he  was  dis- 
tinguished ;  while  his  acquaintance  with  the  practical  ap- 
plication of  the  principles  of  law  was  acquired  in  the  office 
of  Jc^ph  Hawley,  **the  leading  patriot  of  Western  Massa- 
chusetts." In  this  way  eight  years  passed  after  his  gradu- 
ation, and  not  until  177*^  was  Caleb  Strong  admitted  to  the 
bar.  A  short  time  before,  its  members  had  decided  not  to 
receive  any  more  applications  for  such  admission,  but  the 
patience  and  perseverance  of  this  young  man  under  so 
great  difficulties  appealed  to  them  in  such  a  way  that  they 
were  constrained  to  yield  to  his  request. 

A»  a  Lawyer.  His  profcsslon  thus  euteied  upon  was  pur- 
sued with  diligence  and  imusual  success. 
His  practice,  though  somewhat  delayed  by  the  interruption 
of  the  courts  in  1774,  was,  after  their  re-establishment  in 
1778,  more  extensive  than  that  of  any  one  else  in  the  county. 
He  was  accustomed  to  attend  the  courts  in  "Worcester  and 
Berkshire,  as  well  as  in  his  own  county,  and  diligence  and 

1  A|nwndl»*otmienil«etmoiity  Dr.  Lyaaaa. 
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industry  enabled  him  to  fultill  his  manifold  political  dutioa 
without  intei  lerence  with  his  profession.  The  Hon.  George 

Bliss  says  of  him  :  — 

•'  It  was  fistonisliing  how  much  ■business  he  would  accomplish,  with- 
out any  noise  or  even  the  appearance  of  extraordinary  engagemente. 
ffis  mind  was  tmcommonly  yersatUe ;  be  would  reenme  a  sabject,  after 
attending  to  some  important  bneinesSt  as  tbongh  nothing  bad  inters 
vened.  His  draugbts  and  forms  were  nncoTTimonly  accTirate.  It  was 
rare,  indeed,  that  any  defect  or  mistakes  were  discovered.  Being  pe- 
culiarly BidUed  in  draughting,  be  was  much  employed  in  this  branch  of 
bnsineas.  Many  of  the  statutes  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  Com- 
monwealth  were  formed  by  him.  His  pleading  was.  among  profes- 
sional men,  always  received  as  good  authority.  He  was  a  very  suc- 
cessful advocate  to  a  jury.  His  address  was  pleading  and  insinuating. 
He  commonly  began  in  a  very  low  tone  of  voice,  talking  to  the  jnry  in 
aTery&miliar  manner,  bat  so  as  to  gain  their  atten^on.  Whether 
others  heard,  or  not,  he  was  not  concerned.  Not  nnfre(}uently.  before 
those  he  addressed,  at  any  one  else  suspected  it,  he  bad  gained  his 
point.  I  have  frequently  heard  it  observed,  by  one  who  had  been  called 
to  practice  in  all  the  counties  in  the  State,  that  he  found  no  man  he  so 
much  feared,  as  dosing  counsel,  as  Oaleb  Strong.  The  public  had 
gr^t  confidence  In  him.  ^Tnries  placed  gresA  reliance  on  bis  assertions. 
His  eloqnenoe  was  not  destitute  of  force,  but  its  predominant  feature 
was  that  of  persuasion.  He  was  the  favorite  advocate  when  the  rights 
of  humanity  were  to  be  vindicated.  He  early  took  a  decided  part  in 
favor  of  the  negroes."  ^ 

In  1775  he  was  appointed  Jusiioe  of  the  Peace  and  Reg- 
ister of  Probate  for  Hampshire  County,  and  the  next  year 
to  the  office  of  County  Attorney,  which  he  occupied  twenty- 
four  years.  Twice  wa.>>;  a  seat  upon  the  bench  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  offered  to  him,  but  on  account  of  the  small 
salary  he  was  obliged  to  decline. 

Offlcea  of  Trust  in  Caleb  Strong  early  manifested  an  interest 
the  out  ot  th«  in  pubHc  affairs,  and  in  1772,  he  was  chosen 
selectman  and  served  on  the  board  nine 
years.  His  life  was  from  this  time  on,  passed  mainly  in 
the  public  service.  On  account  of  his  defective  sight  he 
was  not  able  to  do  the  active  work  of  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  but  his  patriotism  was  none  the  less  sin- 
cere and  his  service  no  less  effective.  In  September,  1774, 
he  was  chosen  upon  the  first  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
and  when  in  November,  1775,  this  committee  was  consoli- 

1  Addrew  to  the  Hembera  of  the  Bar,  September,  1828,  pp. 
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dated  witli  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  the  name  of  Ca- 
leb Strong  Jr.  appears  upon  the  list  of  members  of  the  joint 
committee.  In  this  ofiice,  whose  duties  were  to  secure 
amiaimitioii  and  clothing  for  the  soldiers,  he  continued  to 
serve  aB  long  as  it  lasted.^ 

In  1776  Mr.  Strong  represented  Nortliampton  in  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Massachusetts.  In  the  State  Conventiou 
oalled  in  1779  to  adopt  a  constitution,  as  delegate  from  this 
town,  he  took  a  prominent  part,  being  one  of  the  four 
members  upon  the  committee  that  drew  up  the  instrument 
which  remained  for  forty  years  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
State. 

larger  PabUc  ser-  In  17 SO  he  WHS  appointed  a  member  of  tlie 
Governor's  Council  and  was  also  chosen  del- 
egate to  the  Continental  Congress,  but  de- 
clined the  latter  office.  After  the  adoption  of  the  State 
Constitution  in  1780,  he  was  elected  State  Senator  for  that 
and  the  following  nine  consecutiYe  years.  In  1787  he  was 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  at  Philadel- 
phia, held  for  the  purpose  of  framing  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Of  Ms  connection  with  that  conten- 
tion, Mrs.  M,  J.  Lamb,  in  an  article  on  "The Framers  of 
the  Constitution,"  says : — 

"The  quartet  from Massachoaefcts  were  strone:  ra entail y.  morftlly  and 
politicallj.  Caleb  Strong  •  »  *  was  admirably  fitted  for  the  impor- 
tant constmctlye  work  before  the  august  body.  He  was  a  statesman 
of  inflexible  adherence  to  prinolple,  and  a  man  of  q^ess  priyate  cbar> 
■  aoter.**» 

Though  he  was  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  con- 
vention, his  part  in  it  was  by  no  means  unimportant.  The 
firm  patriotism  and  the  democratic  principles  with  which 

1  How  ellMtiTolr  ttese  dattea  iran  dIsolMrged,  m  well  «•  th«  petsoMlTe  ynt  of 
th«  man,  are  iUostcmted  by  th«  followtng  anaodote,  telatad  bj  Rer.  Edward  8.  Dwight 
in  an  articlf^  entitled  "  Caleb  Strong,"  whicb  apprared  In  the  Congregational  Quarter- 
ly lor  1^:  One  d&y  be  called  with  two  other  memb«ni  of  the  oommltleo  upon  a 
weftUlij  widow  ot  tiM  town  to  tmk  tot  *  oo&trlbtttSon  of  blanket*  for  the  addian. 
She  was  not  in  sympathy  irltfa  the  p&triota,  and  she  Informed  them  she  had  no  blaok- 
«ta.  Nothing  further  waa  said  upon  that  auhteot  and  the  conTeraatton  ];>au»ud  to 
other topioa.  The  afternoon  wore  awa?  and  atill  tlia  Tfsitors  stayed.  At  last  thv 
hoasewUe  put  on  the  tea-kettle  and  began  her  preparations  for  tea,  expecting  her 
.guests  to  take  the  hiot  and  depart.  But  instead  they  merely  expressed  pleasure  la 
the  antlofpation  of  a  (^up  of  tea  for  Supper,  wbloh  was  then  not  very  plenty.  Finally 
in  desperation  abe  brooglit  ottt  faer  bianketit  aa^ng:  "Here,  take  tbem,  I  would 
rather  yoa  ahould  bara  them  than  to  ataj  any  longer/* 

S  Magaalne  of  American  matoiy,  Td.  IS,  p.  BNu 
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lie  was  go  thoroughly  imhued,  as  well  as  his  clear  legal 
uiiderstanding,  were  shown  in  his  decisiou  upon  every* 
qneatioQ.  He  saw  plainly  the  neoesdty  for  a  more  central 
gOTemment  and  a  firmer  bond  of  union  between  the  States ; 
being  willing  for  this  end  to  make  the  concession  to  the 
smaller  States,  involved  in  the  compromise  which  allowed 
representation  of  the  States  as  such  in  the  Senate.  He 
favored  the  annual  election  of  representativei? ;  and  be- 
lieved that  the  Senate  and  the  House  should  stand  upon 
the  same  footing  both  as  to  rank  and  mode  of  election.  He 
objected  to  thp  electoral  college  and  advocated  the  choosing 
of  the  President  by  the  Legislature.  He  recognized  the 
necessity  for  keeping  the  three  departments  of  government 
separate,  and  hence  resisted  the  Virginia  plan  to  give  the 
judges  a  part  in  the  revision  of  the  laws.^ 

In  August,  before  the  completion  of  the  work  of  the  con- 
vention, he  was  called  home  by  illness  in  his  family,  and 
was  thus  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  affixing  his  name  to 
the  constitution ;  but  as  a  delegate  from  ^Northampton  to 
the  State  Convention,  held  in  i?^-.  for  the  purpose  of  its 
ratification,  he  was  able  to  render  yeoman's  service  to  the 
cause  of  a  more  perfect  union  by  defending  and  explaining 
the  Constitution."  ^  This  was  a  delicate  and  difficult  task, 
for  a  general  impression  prevailed  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  had  sought  to  gain  a  central  govei-nment  at 
the  expense  of  state  rights  ;  and  any  ambiguity  in  the  pro- 
posed Constitution  was  attributed  to  a  desire  to  hide  this 
intent.   Mr.  Strong  combated  this  idea,  saying  : — 

' '  For  mj  part,  I  thiuk  the  whole  of  it  is  expressed  iu  the  plain  com- 
mon laagwige  of  manUnd.  If  any  parts  are  not  so  «zpliolt  as  they 
could  be,  it  cannot  be  attributed  to  amy  design ;  for  I  believe  a  great 
majority  of  the  men  wbo  formed  it  were  idncere  and  honest  men."  ' 

Such  testimony  from  a  man  who  possessed  the  pnblio 
confidence  so  entirely  and  had  had  abundant  opportunity 
to  know  whereof  he  spoke,  could  not  fail  to  exert  a  power- 
ful influence,  and  no  doubt  contributed  largely  to  the  final 
acceptance  of  the  Constitution  in  Massachusetts. 

1  S6«  Sfcadies  io  Histovy,  by  Mtnaj  Cabot  Lodge,  pp>.  ns-SSK. 

2  Ibid. 

8  Congrogationftl  Quarterly,  vol.  2,  p.  1^ 
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Uaitea  States  ben-  Upon  its  adoption  he  was  elected  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  and  served  ia  that  ca- 
pacity for  six  years,  being  re-eleoted  at  the 

close  of  his  first  term,  bat  resigning  before  the  expiration 

of  the  second. 

••Mr.  Strong  was  an  active  and  naeftd  member  of  the  Senate.  He 

appears  to  have  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  in  that 
body,  and  most  of  the  committees  on  which  be  served  wpre  those  whose 
duties  would  now  be  assigned  to  fche  Judiciary  Committee.  His  moat 
imporfeant  awrvUse  was  on  the  oommittee  which  drafted  the  ttmooM  act 
to  establish  judicaary,  which  passed  at  the  first  sessioii,  and  which 
liaH  h^,d  an  importance  and  an  eflect  equal  to  ahncet  any  measure  ever 
enacted  by  Congress.**  * 

During  the  whole  of  this  period  he  was  a  principal  confi- 
dent and  close  friend  of  Gen.  Washington.  Tt  was  ^v^th 
reluctance  that  he  had  accepted  this  oiric;e,  and  when  he 
resigned  in  1796,  he  undoubtedly  felt  that  his  retirement  to 
private  life  was  final,  and  that  he  had  earned  the  right  to 
indulge  his  taste  for  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  home. 


(ioTernor  of  Massa-    But  again  ho  rooognizod  in  the  voice  of  the 
ohvMtti.  people  the  call  of  duty.  In  the  year  1800 

Caleb  Strong  was  nominated  Gkyvemor  of 
Massachusetts,  and  **  one  of  the  most  beantiful  moral  pic« 
tures  eyer  displayed  to  the  eye,  was  exhibited  at  that  elec- 
tion;"* for,  although  party  feeling  ran  high,  not  a  single 
vote  was  cast  against  him  in  the  seven  or  eight  towns  of 
which  Northampton  is  the  center,  ' '  In  the  very  scene  of 
liis  professional  labors,  in  whicli,  if  anywhere,  causes  of 
jealousy  and  discontent  must  have  existed,  not  a  man 
could  be  found  whispering  anything  to  his  dishonor.*'* 
These  were  indeed  '*  times  that  tried  men's  souls.^*  The 
unanimity  that  had  existed  during  the  administration  of 
Washington  had  given  place  to  strong  partisan  feeling, 
and  party  lines  were  more  definitely  drawn  from  year  to 
year  as' the  storm  of  war  raged  in  Burope  between  Ehigland 
and  France.  Of  these  two  parties,  the  republicans  or  dem- 
ocrats sympathized  heartily  with  France,  regarding  her 
straggle  as  a  defense  of  the  same  principles  of  democracy 

1  studies  in  TTtstory,  pp.  2?W,  239. 

2  AmericftB  (^uarterlj  Eeglster,  Toi.  I8,p.  li. 

3  Ibid. 
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which  Hhe  had  so  recently  assisted  the  United  States  in 
maintaining  ;  while  the  federalists  viewed  with,  distrust  the 
increasing  power  of  Napoleon  and  looked  upon  England  as 
the  conservator  of  sncli  principles  of  law  and  order  as  are 
essential  to  the  well-being  of  any  nation ;  being  disposed  to 
forget  the  recent  injustice  which  the  mother-country  had 
shown  them.  It  was  as  a  representative  of  the  federalist 
party  that  Caleb  Strong  was  elected  chief  magistrate  of  his 
native  State,  and  as  snch  he  served  her  interests  until  1807. 
In  that  year  the  opposition  party  had  hecome  so  strong  that 
he  was  defeate<l.  though  by  a  small  majority.  Mr.  Strong 
hailed  this  defeat  as  a  welcome  release  from  the  ''storm 
and  stress"  of  pnhlic  life:  and  in  1812,  it  was  with  the 
greatest  reluctance,  and  only  at  the  urgent  solicitations  of 
his  f rlends;  who  recognized  that  his  was  the  only  hand  in 
all  the  party,  firm  and  steady  enough  to  guide  the  helm 
through  these  troubled  seas,  that  he  consented  once  more 
to  serve  the  Commonwealth. 

In  the  summer  of  1812  he  was  confronted  with  the  pain- 
ful necessity  of  deciding  as  to  which  of  two  conflicting 
claims  made  upon  him  was  paramount.  The  feeling 
against  England  had  grown  until,  on  the  18"'  of  June  of 
that  year,  war  was  declared  against  her.  Six  days  pre- 
vious to  this  declaration  came  a  call  from  the  President  to 
the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  for  troops  to  he  suV)ject  to 
the  rei|uisitiun  of  Maj.-Gen.  Dearborn.  Governor  Strong 
turned  to  the  federal  constitution,  which  declares  that : — 

"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  caixmg  tortk  the  militia 
to  execute  the  lawa  of  the  Unioo,  BappieaB  intorrectioiis,  and  repel  iXL- 
'vasUme."— andalao  "to  provi^  *  *  *  for  governing  snob  part  of 

fhpin  :(«  may  be  employed  in  tb^»  serYir>*»  of  tbe  ITnitcti  States,  reeerring 
to  the  States  respectively  the  appointmeut  of  the  oflicers." 

The  Governor  argued  that  no  one  of  the  three  exigencies, 
under  which  the  State  militia  might  legally  hf-^  called  out 
by  the  President,  here  existed  ;  and  furthermore  that  Maj.- 
Gen.  Dearborn,  as  an  ontsider,  could  not  be  placed  over 
State  troops  ;  hence  that  in  complying  with  this  demand  of 
the  President,  he  would  be  acting  contrary  to  his  duty  to 
the  State.  In  this  decision  the  Supreme  Court  of  Maesa* 
chusetts  fully  sustained  him,  and  he  refused  to  obey  the 
command.    This  interpretation  of  the  constitution  has 
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since  been  decided  as  erruneuuis,  but  it  is  an  entirely  possible 
oonstraction,  acqniesoed  in  by  many  able  meii ;  and  Gov. 
Strong's  action  was  endorsed  by  three  fourths  of  the  people 
of  New  England.  The  possibility  that  it  was  an  act  of 
partisanship  or  anything  else  but  an  error  of  opinion^  is 
precluded  by  the  whole  course  and  character  of  the  man. 
When  war  had  actually  been  declared,  Gov.  Strong  showed 
his  readiness  to  sustain  the  President  and  protect  the  State 
against  foreign  invasion  by  placing  the  whole  of  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  State  in  array  under  an  able  commander 
oi  tlie  Revolution,  Gen.  Brooks. 

After  occupying  the  Governor's  chair  for  four  years,  the 
first  two  of  which  were  full  of  strife  and  the  last  two  quiet 
and  iiarmonious,  Gov.  Strong  refused  further  nomination 
and  retired  in  1816  to  private  life. 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Strong  married 
denoe.  Sarah  Hooker,  daughter  of  the  Bev.  John 

Hooker,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Northamp- 
ton. They  had  nine  childreti,  three  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  and  two,  Edward  and  Julia,  at  the  ages  of  twenty- 
three  and  twenty-five  respectively.  Four  children,  two 
f?ons  and  two  daughters,  survived  their  parents.  The  wife 
of  Caleb  Strong, 

**  with  whom  he  lived  in  wedlock  for  40  yoarp  wn?  n  Infiy  of  pleasing 
aspect,  strong  good  sense,  fervent  piety  and  remarkable  sweetness  of 
disposition.  Their  home  was  full  of  sausbine  and  of  the  peace  and 
pcMeooeof  Gk)d.**^ 

It  was  situated  on  Main  Street,  extending  from  what  is 
now  Pleasant  Street  as  far  as  Hawley  Street,  then  known 
as  Pudding  Lane.  The  house,  which  was  unusually  large 
and  fine  for  the  times,  was  built  by  Gov.  Strong's  father. 
It  was  afterwards  moved  to  Pleasant  Street,  where  it  still 
stands,  having  been  for  many  years  the  home  of  the  late 
Pr.  Charles  L.  Knowlton. 

B«ugto«B  Lfto.       Caleb  Strong  became  a  professing  christian 
in  1772,  and  was  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life  not  only  an  efficient  member  of  the  church  but  also 
"a  member  of  almost  all  the  literary,  benevolent,  and 

1  History  of  the  Strong  i-  *muy  by  BeajMoio  W.  Dwlght,  vol.  2,  p.  J188, 
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religious  societies  in  the  Common  wealth."  *  Upon  the 
establishment  of  the  Hampshire  Missionary  Society,  he  was 
chosen  its  president  and  held  that  office  ten  years,  ^hile  for 
two  years  he  was  president  of  the  Hampshire  Bible  Society. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  and  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Massachusetts.  In  his  religions  views  he  was  a  mild  Cal« 
vinif3t.  The  moderation  and  "broad  charity  Tvhich  were  a 
part  of  the  man,  showed  themselves  in  the  tolerance,  for 
that  day  ininsnal,  with  which  he  regarded  those  who  did 
not  accept  his  uwn  religious  belief.  In  the  Uust  years  of  his 
life  he  spent  much  time  in  the  study  of  the  scriptures. 

Death  and  Fuoerfti.  He  died  at  Northampton,  Nov.  7'",  1819,  at 
the  age  of  seyenty>four  years,  of  heart 
disease.  His  funeral  was  attended  with  unusual  ceremony. 
In  the  words  of  the  Hampshire  Gazette  of  Nov.  16*^,  1819, 
which  was  draped  in  full  mourning :  — 
"  Tbro*-oat  the  town,  bnainees  wm  siupended  and  ^h»  office,  stores 

imd  shops,  'werA  rlo<ipd  The  Spontanpon?  Iiomage  whic"h  wa'^  paid  in 
the  undijBseuibl^d  grief  of  the  thoueandg  yt&mntt  yras  the  most  conaol- 
tttery  denumBtration  nt  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deoeMed,  and 
the  moat  honorable  testfauony  to  his  worth.  The  Conrt  of  Common 

Pleas,  which  was  sitting  in  Franklin,  on  motion  of  I^fr.  Allen,  ad- 
jonnied  ;  and  two  of  its  members,  with  most  of  its  ofQ^ers,  attended." 

Here  follows  the  order  of  march  of  the  procession,  in- 
cludiag  all  the  town  officers,  "Gentlemen  of  the  Bar,** 
Judges,  Sheriff  of  Franklin  County,  and  the  olerk  and 
county  treasurer.  Dr.  Joseph  Lyman  of  Hatfield  preached 
the  funeral  sermon,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge  of  Had- 
ley  and  Bev.  Samuel  P.  Williams  of  Northampton,  assisted 
in  the  services. 

Penonai  AppMi^    In  person  Gov.  Strong  was  rather  tall,  erect, 
compactly  built  and  of  graceful  carriage. 

According  to  the  well-known  portrait  "by 
Stuart,  which  gives  a  good  idea  of  his  countenance,  he  had 
a  somewhat  large  head,  an  oval  face,  hair  lightly  powdered 
falling  loosely  over  a  broad,  high  brow,  and  singularly 
beautiful  blue  eyes,  with  au  habitual  expression  of  quiet 
dignity.  A  writer  of  1806  thus  describes  him : — 

1  Appendix  to  Dr.  h^mmu**  Ftumal  Sennon. 
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'*He  is  the  delight  of  all  his  acquaintance,  t(x  the  urbanity  of  his 
mannera,  and  for  Us  eafly,  oondesoending  attaMlity  to  people  of  evety 
rank."  H#  poeseaBed  from  his  yoatih  **  an  unaasaming  modesty  and 
courtesy  of  manners,"  *  which  werev  however,  "marTved  rather  by  the 
simidicity  oi  one  bred  in  the  coontiy  than  by  the  polii^h  of  a  man  who 
had  mixed  much  with  fhe  world.**  > 

ptiTateciuwaetM.   The  moral  purity  of  Caleb  Strong's  cliarac' 
ter  was  such  that  there  was  never  the 
slightest  suspicion  of  slander  attached  to  his  name  through 

all  his  public  career.  He  had  an  unusual  degree  of  com- 
mon sens©  and  ability  to  distinguish  between  right  and 
wrong.  These  qualities,  together  with  a  sound  judgment, 
made  liim  a  valuable  advisor  for  his  friends,  and  procured 
for  liim  tlie  confidence  and  esteem  of  everyone  who  came 
ILL  contact  with  him. 

"His  tempenmoe  ia  word,  thought,  and  action,  combined  with  high 
ohaxaotar  and  great  amiahOity,  was  the  eeoret  of  his  peraonal  popu- 
larity, which  enabled  him  to  retain  high  offioe  at  periods  when.  It  may 

be  safely  said,  not  one  of  his  p^^y  friends  couM  bave  commanded  an 
election,"*  According  to  Dr.  Lyman,  'few  have  rivalled  him  in  lit- 
erary attainments ;  fewer  stUl  have  reached  his  eminence  In  a  thorough 
acqnaintance  with  practical  wisdom." 

At  an  early  age  he  was  honored  hy  Harvard  College  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  The  following  anecdote, 
related  in  the  Life  of  Samuel  Adams/  illustrates  his  fine 
courtesy:  At  the  time  of  his  iirst  inauguration  in  1800, 
the  procession  passed  by  the  house  of  the  venerable  Sam- 
uel Adams,  who  was  standing  at  his  doorway.  Gov.  Strong 
immediately  stopped  the  procession,  alighted  from  his  car- 
riage and  advanced  with  uncovored  head  to  shake  hands 
with  tiie  aged  Patriot  of  the  Revolution.  The  fact  that 
Adams'  political  views  were  at  that  time  directly  opposed 
to  those  of  Grov.  Strong  made  thiiJ  act  particuiariy  im- 
pressive. 

liir.  Strong's  long  intercourse  with  prominent  men  and 
his  tenacious  memory  placed  at  his  command  a  store  of  in- 
formation and  anecdote,  which,  added  to  his  natural  good 
spirits  and  kindly  wit,  made  him  a  most  delightful  and 
entertaining  man. 

1  Fanec»l  Semoa. 

2  Studies  in  History,  p.  2S7. 

8  Studies  in  Hifltosy,  1^  860^. 

4  Ltts  Of  Samrael  Aduu,  toL  t,  p.  8M>. 
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chwacter  as  a  Pub-  Of  lils  pubUo  life,  Hou.  Henry  Cabot 
iicUan.  Lodge  says:  — 

"  It  is  as  a  oi  tiie  New  EngUud  Poritaii  and  Ma»6achii6etto  Fed- 
eraU8fctlliatClkdebStr«aagiBinostinten8tliig^  A  man 

who  could  adhero  strictly  to  the  doctrinee  r  f  n le  most  rigid  Federalism 
and  yet  have  ^nch  n  hold  npoti  the  people  and  pass  through  years  of 
difficult  public  eerviee  without  a  quarrel  and  without  becoDung  tbe 
subject  cf  muneasiiTed  isTeetira  is  an  intenstiug  study.  *  •  •  The 
fact  is  that  the  comhiikatloii  of  fimmess  and  mod«raUon»  at  calm  sense 
and  absolute  devotion  to  conviction,  yo  conspictiotis  in  the  character  of 
Caleb  Strong,  made  hiiu  a  thorongh  representative  of  the  class  which 
formed  the  strength  of  the  Puritans  both  in  Old  and  New  England,  la 
times  of  great  ezdtememt  the  extremists  slvi^  come  to  the  frcnt,  and 
leave  the  deepest  mark  upon  the  events  in  which  they  talse  part.  Bat 
it  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  quieter,  more  moderstf.  Mid  more  common- 
place  men  to  furnish  the  backbone  and  aiuew  of  eyery  great  and  sno- 
oessfnl  movement.  The  leaders  in  this  dasa  are  of  avast  importaaoet 
and  any  man  who  represents  them  is  well  wrath  onr  consideration."  ^ 

The  centennial  number  of  the  Hampshire  Gazette  thus 
sums  up  the  character  of  this  eminent  son  of  Northamp- 
ton :  — 

**  GKiv.  Strong  lived  in  a  remarkable  time.  It  was  a  time  of  great 
i^tation,  of  governmental  chaos,  of  revolntlon  and  war,  of  reoon- 

stmction — a  peculiarly  formative  peri()d.  It  was  a  time  of  great  oppor- 
tunities. Qov.  Strong  was  the  man  for  the  period.  He  combined  con- 
servatism with  radicalism  in  proper  measure,  and  met  all  ttie  require- 
ments made  of  him  sncoessfnlly.  He  was  eminently  a  practical  man 
of  affairs, — a  statesman  of  the  highest  and  Ijest  type.  He  is  not.  and 
will  not  be  in  the  years  to  come,  so  widely  known  ae  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards, the  theologian  and  metaphysician,  but  the  work  that  he  did  in 
shapiDg  pnblic  affairs  at  a  time  when  to  steer  the  ship  of  state  aright 
was  to  send  It  on  its  mission  of  usefulness  fbr  cmturies,  will  live  long 
after  hia  own  name  shall  be  forgottm,  and  be  a  Uessing  to  mankind 
forever." 

A  history  fails  to  accomplish  one  of  its  highest  ends,  if 
it  does  not  fiU  its  readers  with  a  jnst  pride  in  the  character 
and  achievements  of  the  heroes  of  the  past,  and  foster  in 
their  sons  a  determination  to  oontribute  each  his  share 
toward  the  maintenance  of  those  institutions  to  which  we 
owe,  liberty,  prosperity  and  happiness.  Esp  ially  onght 
the  citissens  of  Northampton,  and  the  desoend4iBts  every- 
where of  snch  men  as  Stoddard,  Pomeroy,  Hawley,  Bd- 
1  studio  to  BiatMj,  pp.  gataaft.  , 
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wards,  Strong,  take  pride  in  the  records  of  their  lives^  and 
find  in  them  an  incentiye  toward  noble  effort.  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes  has  said :  — 

"Hap^ktliA  child  wboaafitstdxeaniB  of  Heaven  ai«  Monded  witb 
the  erechig  i^orlee  ol  Hoont  Holjoke,  when  the  son  is  firing  its  tree- 
tope  and  gilditig  the  white  waUs  of  that  maxk.  Us  one  human  dwell- 
ing." 

And  we  may  add  :  thrice  blessed  is  the  man  whose  high 
privilege  it  is  here  in  this  historic  city  to  build  upon  the 
foundations  laid  by  those  mighty  men  of  old. 
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Pages  1 


1 .  '■% 


Upon  the  Muster-Rolls  from       to  1705  mar  be  found 


tlie  folio  wmg  names  :— 

Natliaiiiel  Alexancler. 
Thomas  Alexaader, 
Noah  Alleu, 
Samuel  Allen, 

Benjamin  Alvord,  Dmmmer, 

Benjamin  Avery, 

Ezekiel  Bascom, 

Samn^  Bedoriha,  Serrant  to 

Thomaa  Sheldon, 
Orlando  Bridgman,  Serg't, 
William  Clark, 
Joseph  Olesson,  lit, 
David  Coombs, 
Ebenezer  Coras, 
Daniel  D\dght,  Chaplain, 
Timothy  Dwight,  Cap*., 
Samuel  Hannum, 
Benoni  Hill,  apprmtioe  to 

Daniel  Nash, 
John  Hill, 

Jonjitb-^n  Hnnt,  Clerk, 
iNatbaniel  Kentfield, 
John  King, 
JoBlah  King,  Serg't, 
Blp'lad  King, 
Ebeiie/.er  Kingsley, 
Samuel  Langton,^ 
Benjamin  Lyman, 
Joshua  Lymaa,  Corp., 
Nathan  Lyman, 
Ebenezer  Miller, 
John  Miller, 
Ebeneaer  Panons,  Gapt 


1723, 12  weeks. 

1725, 17w. 
178a,  17w. 

1738,  17w.    1725,  33w. 


1722, 17w. 
1732, 17w. 

1722,  17w. 
17^:^,  Hw. 
1795, 24w. 
1725, 17w. 

1725,  26w. 

1723,  11  w. 
1725,  17w. 


1724,  26w. 

1735,  17w. 


1725,  saw. 


1724, 16w.   1725,  36w. 


1722.  9\v. 

1722,  12w. 

1723,  12w. 
1725,  26w. 

1724,  23w. 
1722,  2»w. 

1725,  17w. 
1735, 18w. 

1722,  7w.  1725, 88w. 
1725, 17W. 

1725,  a3w. 
1728,  25w. 

1723,  17w. 

1722, 12w.  1725,  ITw. 


1725,  saw. 
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Giddon  Parsona. 

1725.  17w. 

WUHam  Panoxis.  liienti. 

Joseph  Phelps, 

1786t  17w. 

Elisha  Pomeroy,  CSapt. 

John  Pomeruy,  Li0at., 

1722.  17w 

1784. 14w. 

1725  8Bw 

Josiah  Pomeroy, 

1726.  17w. 

Simeoa  Pomeroy. 

James  Porter, 

1788.  ITw. 

1724  26w. 

1785  S3w 

Elisha  Soarl ,  Lieut., 

1724  27w 

1725  26w 

Thomas  Sergeant, 

1722.  6w 

1784.  25w- 

1725.  13w. 

Aafth^l  Steblnnfl, 

1734.  26w. 

1725  88w 

Joseph  Stebbiiis^ 

1788. 13w. 

*  ■  Nmry  * V  TT  f 

Josiah  Stebbins,  Serg't, 

1788, 17w. 

1784,  84w. 

Nehemiah  Strong, 

1725,  7w. 

WaitstiU  Sbtoag,  Serg't, 

1782,  3w. 

1724,  7w. 

1725,  7w. 

Benjamin  Wait, 

1788,  lOw. 

John  Wait, 

1788,  9w. 

.To?;p]ih  "Wait, 

1723,  7%v. 

1725, 17w, 

BenuTu  Wright,  derg^. 

1722, 17w. 

1785,  8ew. 

Eldad  Wnght, 

1724. 

Samnel  Wright, 

1788, 18w. 

B. 

KmO  GB0BOB*8  WAR. 

Pages  112- U6.  Names  of  soldiers  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  Louis- 
hotgin  1745  !  — 

Timothy  Baker.' 
Elkanah  Burt* 
NoahClapp.! 
Stephen  Clark.' 
William  Clark.* 
Joeeph  Cook.^ 
Samnel  Bdwards.* 
Joseph  Hawley,  Ohaptain. 
Jort^than  Janes.' 
Samuel  K.ing.' 
Jonathan  Itanctou.  ^ 
Elias  Lyman.' 
Hedad  Lyman.' 
William  Lyman,*  Lieut. 
Jomab  Naeh.' 
Beujaioin  PaiBons.' 

]  llMM]i*ines«MtoiiiidnpoiilfajorFonen»y^Diaiter-roll. 
9  BftltotedBDclerOBpt.  WmUaw. 

8  Nortbaiapton  umbm  fmind  vpctt  Gapt.  WilUuns*  mnttflirHroIl  and  no  plaee  of 

r«BideB««  giren. 


Gideon  Parsons, '  Serg't. 
MedadPaxsons.' 
Martin  Phelps:* 
Eliaha  Pomeioy.*  Clerk. 
Seth  Pomeroy,  Major. 
Simeon  Pomeroy.' 
Benjamin  Sheldon.' 
Elisha  Strong,  Drammer.  • 
Ebenezer  Wait,*  Serg^ 
Reuben  Wait. 
Daniel  Warner,' 
Aaron  Wright,*  Serg^. 
Joeiah  Wright.' 
Nathaniel  Wright.' 
Selah  Wright.* 
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Pages  147ol64.  Names  of  soldier 
Louiflburg : — 

Samuel 

John  Alvord  Jr.' 
N       Elisha  Baker,  1748. 
John  Baker,  Capt. 
Aaron  Bartlett. 
Preserved  Bartlett. 
John  Birge,  1754. 
Orlando  Bridgman,  1741. 
Partridge  Boll.' 
DtmA.  Burt! 
Samuel  Oahooii.* 
Nathaniel  Church  Jr.' 
Ebenezer  Clapp,  1748. 
John  Clapp,  Eos. 
Noah  Clapp,  Serg't. 
Roger  Clapp,  Capt. 

Sarmiel  Clapp.  Lient. 

Ebenezer  riark,  Lieut. 
Qershom  Clark.' 

John  Clark,  Capt 

Samuel  Clark. 

Samnel  Clark  Jr.* 

Silas  Clark,  1748. 

William  Clark.' 

Edward  Coats. 

Joseph  Cook.' 

Robert  Danks. 

Zadoc  Danks,  1748. 

David  Darby,  Dram. 

Joseph  Dwlght,  Capt. 

Timothy  Dwight,'  derk,  1748. 

Benjamin  Eastman. 

Nathaniel  Edwards,  1748. 

Isaac  Qoodale. 

Ebenezer  Harvey,  1748. 

Elisha  Hawley.  Lient.,  1748. 

Joseph  Hawler.'  Corp* 

John  Heard  Jr.' 

Elijah  Btmt.> 

Samuel  .Janes. 

Asahel  Jndd. 

Nathaniel  Kellogg,  Lieut. 

Samuel  King.* 

Titus  King.) 

Ebeneaear  Eingsley,  S«ffg*t. 
1  Hameeof  mmi  who  mat  to  Deorflold 


in  the  service  after  the  fall  of 

Haines  Kingsley.' 

Gideon  Lyman,'  1748. 
John  Lyman,'  Serg't,  1748. 
Mosea  Lyman  Jr.,  Oapt. 
Noah  Lyman,*  1748. 
William  Lyman,  Lieut.,  1748. 
Samuel  Lynde,  Corp. 
John  Marchants. 
Joseph  Marchants,  17^. 
Abraham  Miller. 
Gideon  Parsons.' 
.John  Parsons,  Lieut. 
Nnah  Pixley,  Dnim. 
iN^athauiel  Phelps,  Lieut. 
John  Pomeroy,  1748. 
Oliver  Pomeroy.* 
Seth  Pomeroy,'  Lieut. 
Philip  Richardson. 
Joseph  Root,  1748. 
James  Searl,*  1748. 
Ebenezer  Sheldon,  Ens. 
Elijah  Smith.  Serg't,  1748. 
Hezekiah  Smith,  Corp.,  1748. 
William  Smith,  Seig't,  1748. 
Thomas  Starr,  1748. 
John  Stsbbins,  Ens. 
John  Strvddaid,  CoL,  1748. 
Bda  Strong.* 
Belaaleel  Strong,*  1748. 
Caleb  Strong. 
Elisha  Strong.'  1748. 
Tthamar  Strong,  1748. 
John  Strong. 

Jonathan  Stoon  (Strong?). 
Nathaniel  Strong,  Lieut. 

Waitstill  StT'^nfr. 

Aea  Upson.  17 48. 

John  ^  ait,  Corp. 

William  Wait. 

Elisha  Warner,  1748. 

John  Warner. 

Richard  Wilde,  Corp.,  1748. 

Bildad  Wright,  1748. 

Hodad  Wright.* 

Noah  Wright,*  Ssvg*t. 
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FBIENDS  OF  MB.  EDWARDS. 

Page  2M.  The  foUowfaig  list  of  nadneeof  peraons  who  an  mppoied 

to  have  been  friends  of  Rev.  Jonatlinri  Edwards  was  prpp-ir^d  "by  Rev. 
Solomon  Clark,  author  ol  "  Autiqaitiea,  Hiatoxioals  and  Crradoat^  of 
Northampton'*  :— 

Daniel  Olark,  born  1718,  eon  of  bicrease,  mairiedt  1780,  EAperience 
Allen,  daughter  of  Dea.  Samnel,  and  eister  of  Joeeph,  botfi  friends  of 
Mr.  Bdwarda 

•*  Simeon  Clark,  born  1720.  son  of  Increase,  married  by  Jonathan 
Edwards,  Nov.  1749,  to  Rebecca,  second  child  of  Nathaniel  Strong,  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Edwards.  In  1750,  Simeon  Clark  moveti  to  Amherst; 
choeen  deacon  tiiere. 

InGzeaae  COark*  father  of  Daniel  and  ffimeon,  married  hi  1710. 

"  Capt.  John  Baker,  one  of  the  meet  influential  men  of  Nortihamp' 

ton  ;  of  an  active,  vigorous  mind,  thoroughly  religions.  EKs  wife, 
Rebecca  Clark,  was  sister  of  Increase  Clark,  VntTh  married  and  built 
their  dwellings  the  same  year,  Rebecca  Clark  wa^  aunt  of  Daniel  and 
Simeon.  Capt  John  Baker  had  a  nnmber  of  sons, 
high,  all  averaged  over  83,  all  pions  men.  The  John  Whittelsey  house 
was  bniltand  occupied  by  Capt.  John  Baker.  Daniel  Clarl.  lived  above 
on  the  same  side  of  the  street.  In  1789,  it  was  the  western  most  house 
in  town.  The  Bakers  and  the  Claris  on  Elm  St.  kept  up  a  iamily 
prayer  meeting  for  a  great  many  years. 

«« John  Baker,  Jr.,  son  of  Oapt  Jobn«  bom  in  1719,  married  in  1741, 

his  own  cousin,  Abigail  Clark.  Her  father.  El)enezer,  lived  to  be  almost 
100.  was  one  of  the  six  sons  of  the  first  Dea.  John,  also  a  brother  of 
Incre^e.    His  honse  stood  near  the  residence  of  Prest.  Seelye. 

"Two  sous  of  tuia  Ebenezer  Clark,  viz. ; — Ebenezer,  Jr.,  ma.rried  in 
1740,  and  William,  married  in  1746,  were  also  counted  among  the 
friends  of  ISx.  Edwards.  William  lived  <^ip08ite  Oapt.  John  Baker's, 
and  Ebeneaer,  Jr.  lived  a  little  bpyo'nd,  Imown  now  as  the  iased  Clark 
place.  Mrs.  John  Baker,  Jr.,  was  a  sister  of  the  two  brothers,  Eheue- 
zer,  Jr.,  and  William.  The  three  were  consins  and  near  neighbors 
of  Daniel  dark,  who  settled  before  them  in  that  immediate  Tidnity. 
Whose  house  stood  for  some  years  the  farthest  limit  of  civilization  on 
Elm  St.  William  Oark,  and  Daniel  Clark,  consins,  were  neighbors  68 
years. 

"  Capt.  Roger  Clap,  not  the  commander  of  Castle  William  in  Boston 
harbor,  but  his  gmmdson,  the  same  style  of  man,  also  much  like  his 
own  father,  Elder  Preserved  dap,  described  as  a  good  instmment  and 

a  great  blessing  to  the  town  of  Northainpton.  In  the  absence  of  d-h  pct 
evidence  it  would  be  safe  to  insert  on  this  list  of  J^.  Edwwds'  friends, 
the  name  of  Capt.  Roger  dapw 


APPBNDIX. 


60d 


'* Major  Jonathan  Clap,  son  of  the  foregoing.  Born  on  Soath  St.,  he 
settled  in  1785,  in  what  long  afterwards  became  Baethampton.  It  has 

come  down  by  tradition  that  fhe  people  in  that  part  of  Northampton, 
four  miles  from  the  center,  now  Eaathampton,  sympathized  with  Mr. 
Edwards. 

'*  In  the  same  locality,  the  owner  of  the  Gri&t  Mill  at  the  falls  of 
Hanhan  Bivear  for  85  years  was  Joseph  Bartlett,  a  prominent  name 
there,  a  relative  of  Phebe  Bartlett,  converted  at  four  years  of  age,  de« 
scribed  by  Edwards  in  his  narratiTe  of  Snrprising  Canveiaions  in 

Northampton,  in  the  year  1785. 

"  Not  without  good  reason  Joseph  Bartlett's  name  stands  on  the  list 
of  Edwards*  adherents  and  friends  in  the  time  of  his  trial** 


FOURTH  FRENCH  AJSTD  IHDIAN  WAR. 


Fages  252-253.  "Names  of  soldiers  who  served  in  the  company  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Elisha  Hawley,  in  1705 

Elisha  Hawley,  Capt.,  wo^nvl^vd  Sept.  8,  died  Sept.  84. 
Daniel  Fomeroy,  Lieut.,  killed  Sept.  «, 
Elijah  Smith,  ISns.,  Belchertowu,  promoted  to  Ga^it.  Sept  24 
Gideon  CSark,  Clerk,  Southampton. 

Nathaniel  Searls,  Serg't,  promoted  to  Ensign,  Sept.  84. 
Samuel  King.  Serg't,  promoted  to  Lient.  Sept.  34. 


Stephen  Alvord,  1759. 
Thomas  Alvord. 
Nathaniel  Bartlett,  1756. 
Thomas  Billings. 
Asahel  Birge,  1756.  Serg*t,  1758. 
Elijah  Clap,  1757. 
Jod  Clap.  1757. 
Supply  dap,  Serg't. 
Asahel  Clark,  1758. 
Jehiel  Clark. 
Phinehas  Colfax. 
Ebeneser  Crowfoot. 
Samuel  Fairfield. 
Thomas  Fairfield,  1756. 
.John  Frr«t. 
John  Hsnnum. 
Nathaniel  Harvey,  1757. 
Edward  Higgins. 
Joel  Hunt,  promoted  to  Corp. 
Sept.  84. 

3» 


Elisha  Janes.  1758. 

Moses  Kanard,  1156. 

Daniel  Elentfield,  1750. 

Elijah  King,  1756, 1758.  Serg't, 

IT'O. 

Ebenezer  Kingsley,  killed. 
Jonathan  Kingsley. 
Ebenezer  Knap. 
Peter  Ladue  (Negro). 
Jonathan  Langton. 
Joseph  Little. 
Samuel  Lyman. 
Samuel  Marshall, 
flnathan  Phelps. 
Aaron  Pomeroy. 
deader  Pomeroy, 
Elijah  Pomeroy. 
Stephen  Pomeroy. 
Titus  Pomeroy. 
James  Powers, 
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Aarou  Searls,  1759. 
Ebeneser  SearU. 
Edward  Self  rage,  Corp. 
William  Selfragre, 
Benjamin  Stebbins,  Drummer. 
John  Stems,  Cbrp.,  {ffomotod  to 
Serg^tSept.  94. 


Andrew  Turner,  died. 

Tbomas  Wait  killed. 

Daniel  Wells,  Deerfield,  UUed. 

Benoni  Wrisrht  Jr. 

Eliakim  Wright,  Ck>rp.,  killed. 

(PorhapB  Elkanah.) 
Joseph  Wiight,  1759. 


Joel  Strong,  1758, 1759. 

Several  of  the  above  do  not  appear  to  bp  Northampttin  mfn.  The 
names  ill  this  roll  are  copied  from  f\  list  in  tiie  Hawley  MSS..  in  the 
Bancroft  collection,  at  the  Lenox  Library,  New  York  City.  The  official 
rank  and  promotions  are  added  from  a  mneter-roll,  made  by  Capt. 
Elijah  Smith,  in  the  Jndd  HSS.  * 


Pages  944*299.  Soldiers  in  the  Seven  Years*  War,  and  years  in  which 
they  served: — 

Abner  Alexander. 

John  Alexander,  no6. 

Miles  Alexander,  1750. 

Joseph  Allen,  1755,  Serg't  1758, 1769. 

Nathan  Allen,  1758-1760. 

Nathaniel  Allen.  1758.  1759. 

iiamuel  AUen,  1756, 1759. 

Samuel  Allen  Jr.,  1769. 

Benjamin  Alvord,  1756. 

Medad  Alvord,  1755-1757. 

Stephen  Alvord,  1759,  1760. 

Thomas  Alvord,  17^,  d. 

Simeon  Baoon,  1757. 

Ahner  Bailey,  1759,  1760. 

Aaron  Baker,  175R.  1759. 

Elijah  Baker,  1755. 

Stephen  Bo]^,  1757. 

James  Ball,  1766. 

Joel  Bartlett.  1755-1759. 

Nathaniel  Bartlett.  1756,  1757. 

Preserved  Bartlett,  1759. 

Samuel  Bartlett,  1758. 

Simeon  Bartlett,  1755, 1757-1759. 

Elijah  Bascom.  S.  H.,  1756. 

Elisha  Bascom,  S.  H.,  1756-1760. 

Ezekiei  Bascom,  servant  Ahner  Barnard,  1759. 

Phinehas  Beaman,  1756. 

Jesse  Beamont,  servant  Gideon  COark,  1768, 1759. 
Asahel  Birge,  8erg*t  1756-1759. 
John  Birge,  1765. 
John  Birge  Jr.,  1758. 
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Simeon  Birge,  1755.  175^,  1758,  175d,  Dnuamw  1761. 

]Nathaui6l  Blauoharil,  1759. 

Robert  Bradford,  1758. 

Jolw  Bridgpminit  17^- 

John  Brown.  Corp.  1758-WeO. 

BuCos  Brown,  175a 

Justus  Bark,  1760. 

Seth  Btirk,  1755,  1756,  1758, 1759. 

Joseph  Btcrt,  sul^tltute  Eleazar  Burt,  1758. 

Noah  Bnrt,  1751. 

OUver  Burt,  17&«,  1750. 

John  Cade,  1760. 

Samuel  Oidhomi,  1761. 

Jonathan  Carver.  Corp.  1750. 

Samuel  Chatham,  1762. 

JSamuel  Child,  1759,  1760. 

Ahner  Glapp,  S.  H.,  1759,  1760. 

Benjamin  Clap,  1757. 

Joel  Clapp,  S.  H.,  1758,  1759. 

John  Clap,  8.  H..  1758-1760. 

Jonathan  Clap,  1755. 

Supply  dap,  Serg't  1766. 

Timothy  Clapp,  S.  H.,  1758, 1759. 

Aaron  Clarke,  1755. 

Aaron  Clarke,  S.  H.,  1759. 

Asahel  Clark,  1758,  1759. 

Elihu  Clark,  1756, 1758. 

Qad  Clark,  1755. 

Gershom  Clark,  1765, 1769. 

Israel  Clark,  1756. 

Joel  Clark,  1755. 

John  Clark  8*.  S.  H..  1758,  1759. 

Jonathan  Clark,  S.  II.,  1759, 1760. 

Noah  Clark,  Serg  t  175(}. 

Samuel  Clark,  Ens.  1758. 

James  Clough,  1760. 

Stephen  Coats,  1759. 

Joseph  Cook,  StTg't  1765,  1767% 

David  Corliss,  1760. 

Daniel  Crevey,  1760. 

Asahel  Donks,  1768,  1769. 

Samuel  Banks,  S.  H.,  1758, 1759. 

Nathaniel  Day,  1767. 1769. 

Nathaniel  Day  Jr.,  1757. 

Abner  Diddnson,  1766. 

Joel  Dickinson,  Serg*t  1766. 

John  Drake,  B.  H.,  1769. 

John  Dumhleton,  servant  Timothy  Dwight,  1761. 
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Samuel  Dwelly, 
John  EasfcmaD,  S«rg't  1759. 
Medad  Edwards,  1156.  Corp.  1767. 
Nathaniel  Ed'U'ards,  1756. 
Noah  Edwards,  1759. 
Daniel  Elmer,  1755, 
Thomas  FairchilA,  1756. 
Nathaniel  Foster.  S.  H.,  1760. 
Elisha  Frary,  Drummer  1755. 
John  French,  1758. 
Noah  Gtonld,  1755. 
Benjamin  Ghraves,  1756. 
Benoni  G^raves,  1756. 
Samuel  Graves,  1756. 
Simeon  Gxaves,  1756. 
Jamee  GiiiBn,  S.  H.,  1762. 
Josiah  Hadlock,>  1756, 1757. 
Simeon  Hall,  1759,  1760. 
John  Hannwm,  S.  H.,  1750. 
Philip  Harriman,  1758. 
Paul  Hawks,  1759, 1760. 
Jofeeitli  Hawley,  Major. 
Suek  Hecon,  n.lS,  d. 
John  Hooker,  1756. 

Nathaniel  P.  Howard,  1756,  Drummer  1768,  1750. 
Seth  Howland,  S.  H.,  1760. 

James  Hnlbert,  1759. 

Jonathan  Hont  Jr.,  Ens.  1757. 

EUsba  Janee,  1768,  1759. 

Saiuuel  Judd,  1759. 

Dan.  Kentfield,  1759,  1760. 

Oeorge  Kentfield,  1758,  175»,  1761. 

Shem  Kentfield,  1759, 1760. 

ApoUos  King,  1756-1758.  kiUed. 

Eleazar  King,  1759. 

Elijah  King.  1755-1767, 1759,  1760. 

Paul  King,  1755. 

Samnel  King,  Ens.  1765,  Lient.  1756, 1797. 
eUae  King,  1754. 

Simeon  King,  Ens.  1755, 1766. 
►Supply  Kiiigsley,  Capt. 
Moses  Kinnard,  1756,  1757. 
Noadiah  Leonard,  1766. 
Noadiah  Lewis,  1788. 
Nathaniel  Loomls,  S.  H.,  1757-1760. 
Benjamin  Lyman,  1755-1757. 
James  Lyman,  Oapk. 

1  Jlr.  Judd  MjB  he  oame  teem  Hatfldd. 
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«Jobu  Lyman,  17^6. 
Jofieph  Lyman,  Corp.  1755. 
William  Lyman,  Capfc.  1756^ 
Jobn  Marshall. 

gamuel  Martindel,  S.  H.,  1758. 

Sftmiiel  Mattoou,  1756. 

Peter  Milbe,  S.'H.,  1750-1762. 

John  Miller,  1758,  1759. 

Benjamin  Mnn,  1755,  1757,  1758. 

Oliver  Mun,  substitute  Joseph  Hatchins,  1758,  1759. 

Dayid  Hnriaj,  1756. 

Phinehas  Hash,  1755. 

Art(^inas  Newton,  S.  H„  1759,  1760. 

John  Norton,  1757,  1760. 

Jouailiau  Old,  1759. 

Aflabel  PaisooB,  1759. 

Charles  PareonB,  1759, 1760. 

Elisha  Parsons.  1755. 

Moses  Parsons,  1759, 

Oliver  Pftrsous,  1755. 

Timothy  ParaonB,  1755, 1756, 1759. 

Lemuel  Phelps,  1T56. 

Samuel  Ph'^lpp,  1753-1757,1759. 

WaUam  Pheljw,  1759. 

Aaron  Pomeroy,  S.  M.,  175S,  1759. 

Caleb  Pom^oy,  S.  H.,  1759. 

Daniel  Pomeroy,  1759. 

Elijah  Pomeroy,  S.  H.,  iToS,  1759. 
Eliaha  Pomeroy,  Capt.  175ti. 
Heman  Pomeroy,  1756, 1757. 

John  Pomeroy,  snbstitnte  Seth  Pomeroy,  Capt.  1758,  1759. 

Joeeph  Pomeroy,  1759. 

Lemuel  Pomeroy,  1759. 

PUny  Pomeroy,  Drum.  1758. 

Seth  Pomeroy,  Ool. 

Shamab  Pomeroy,  1754,  1757. 

TitKS  Pomeroy,  1760. 

John  Porter,  substitute  Samuel  Clark,  1758-1760. 

Caesar  Prut,'  substitute  Josiah  Channcey,  1758. 

Oliver  Richmond,  8.  H.,  1760. 

Philip  Richmond,  S.  H.,  1760. 

Isaac  Robbias,  1758,  1759. 

Isaac  Kobbins  Jr.,  1758. 

Oi  laudo  Root,  1764,  1759. 

Simeon  Boot,  1759. 

Hezekiah  Bnaaell,  1759. 

1  BepoitedfromHadtoy. 
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EUjali  Rust,  1755,  im 
Israel  Rtiat,  1759. 

D;?vi(i  *>J;iHn,  piih^titnte  Pliny  Pomeioy,  1768, 1769. 
Benjamm  Sawyer,  1756,  1767. 
Samuel  ;Scott,  1756. 
Aaron  SmutI,  S.  H.,  1759. ' 
Abljah  Seorle,  S.  H.,  1759. 
Gideon  Searle.  S.  H.,  1769. 
Zapbm  Searle,  S.  H.,  1769. 
Bufos  Sergeant,  1769. 
Martin  SeTeianoe,  1756. 
Ehenemv  Sheldcai,  S.  H.,  1769,  17«0. 
Josifth  Sheldon. 
Noaii  bholdon,  S.  H.,  1759. 
Jonas  Sbeppard,  1760. 
Flnlip  Smith,  1756, 1757. 
Samuel  Smith,  Lieut.  1765, 17OT,  1759. 
Blah  SouthweU,  1759. 
•EOiaha  Southwell,  1756,  1758,  1759. 
TluKinas  Spring,  1759. 
Thomas  Star,  1757-1760, 1762* 
Thomas  Star  Jr. .  snbstitnte  John  Miller,  1758. 
Israel  Stoddard,  1760. 
Benajah  Strong,  1759. 
Joel  Strong,  1758-1760. 
John  Strong,  S.  H.,  1759. 
JoTiatlian  Strong.  1756. 
Kathau  Strong  Jr.,  1767. 
Koah  Strong,  Serg't  1754, 1757-1759. 
John  Tass,  S.  H.,  1759. 
Elijah  Temple,  1759. 
Amos  Tnte,  1759, 176a 
Dowing  Warner,  1769. 
Eliha  Warner,  1756. 
Elisha  Warner.  17.57. 
■Nicholas  Welch,  1756, 
George  Wheeler,  1759. 
Salmon  White,  1756. 

Consider  Williston,  snliBtitute  Samuel  Al^ord,  1756, 1758, 1759. 

Elihn  Williston,  suhfltitute  Pliny  Pomeroy,  1758,  d. 

Aaron  Wright,  Lieut.  1768, 

Charles  Wright,  1756. 

Elihn  Wright,  Clerk  1755. 

EUcanah  Wright. 

Joseph  Wright.  1759. 

Noah  Wright,  1755-1757. 
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Timothy  Wright,  1755. 

Nathan  Teams,  1759. 

John  Green,  serrant  to  John  Pomeroy.  1759, 

John  Porter*  servant  to  Samuel  Clark,  1799. 
Thomas  Qoiim,  tdrvant  to  Selah  Wright,  1759. 
Jobn  Cade,  senrant  to  l^meoti  Panoms,  1750. 

Last  four  mhim  did  not  paw  muater. 


Page  adO.  **01d  Homelot  on  Meeting-Hooae  HUl.  Sanl  Alvord  sold 
thia  to  Bliaha  Alyord  and  lemoyed  to  BoUon  about  1768  or  68.  The 

old  hona^^  stood  N.  W.  of  the  old  well  (now  remaining)  and  had  a  small 
door  jard  before  it.  The  weU  was  near  the  front  fence  and  southerly 
of  the  home  not  in  front  of  the  hooae.  The  front  door  of  the  honae 
was  directly  opposite  the  front  or  end  door  of  the  porch  of  the  old 
meeting-honse,  or  opposite  the  middle  of  the  steeple.  The  front  or 
south  fence  ran  from  the  corner  a  little  east  of  the  well  nearly  straight 
to  the  west  comer,  about  two  rods  from  Samnel  King's  fence.  This 
last  comer  was  where  the  cellar  of  Whitney's  (now  Savings  Bank 
bnildinp:)  now  is.  The  line  of  this  fence  struck  King's  fence  a  little 
north  of  King's  well  (now  in  Whitney's  cellarl  [this  well  was  in  the 
northwest  comer  ol  the  cellar]  and  King's  house  was  the  whole  of  it 
north  of  this  line,  King's  well  was  dose  to  the  f^ooe— coold  draw  water 
and  stand  in  the  street-  t  n  bouse  two  or  three  rods  K.  of  the  well. 
The  road  between  Bamnel  King's  homelot  and  Sanl  Alvord's  was  about 
a  rode  wide.  The  East  line  of  Saul  Alvord's  lot  went  down  near  the 
Elm  trees  [these  two  trees  stood  in  the  present  highway,  the  most 
southerly  of  them,  very  nearly  on  a  line  with  the  rear  of  the  First 
National  Bank  bniMingJ,  perhaps  between  them.  The  north  end  of 
the  lot  WHS  somewhat  circular.  Saul  Alvord's  shop  was  on  the  East 
line,  and  a  few  rods  below  the  well.  The  barn  was  on  the  west  line,  or 
near  it,  not  at  the  corner  hat  below  it,  thexe  was  a  garden  at  the  comer. 
The  bam  was  sold  to  Abner  Lyman,  about  40  feet  long.  The  bouse 
Wa?  two  Btory,  had  two  front  Tooms  and  a  kitchen  back,  the  roof  went 
down  to  one  story  on  the  back  side.  It  was  an  old  hou&e  wh^  Elisha 
Alyord  lived  in  it,  was  taken  to  pieces  when  sold.  EUsha  Alvord  was 
an  infxm  man,  was  a  clerk  in  Elisha  Pomeroy's  stoce,  and  after  Pom- 
eroy's  death  began  to  trade  in  f^mil  Alvord's  shop.  In  1  Tf'7  or  68  he  sold 
this  homestead  to  those  who  wanted  it  for  a  Court  House,  or  rather 
they  purchased  for  him  EUsha  Ponieroy's  place  (now  Ebeu  Hunt's) 
[from  and  including  Crafts  Arenne  and  all  the  land  east  of  it  to  South 
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Parsons.  Timothy*  7cl.  8y. 

Parsons,  Warliam  2,m, 
Patis,  Jonathan,  S.  H.  8m. 

Pechard,  Israel,  S.  H.  Sy. 

Peter,  Prince  Sy. 

Phelps.  Cad  well  8m. 

Phelps,  Ebeneaser  7d. 

Phelps,  Elijah  4m.  9m.  6m. 

Phelps,  Sliphalet*  7d.  9m. 

Phelps.  Enoch' Am.  8m.  6m. 

Phelps,  Israel,  a  H.  3m.  8y. 

Phelps,  Jacob  6m. 

Phelps.  John  8y. 

Phelps,  Jonathan^  7d. 

Phf'lps.  Joseph  8y. 

Phelps,  Josiah 

Phelps,  Martin  Sm.  Im. 

Phelps,  Nathaniel^  Jr.  9m.  7d.  9m. 

Phelps,  Samnel*  9nL  7d.  6w. 

Phplps,  Seward'^  6w. 

Phelps.  Spencer'*'*  9m.  5w. 

Phelps,  Timothy  iim.  8d. 

Philips,  GaldweU  8m. 

Pierce,  Christopher  6m. 
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Pomeroy,  Almsr,' Capt,  S.  H.  taL  8m.   Sm.  6w. 


IVxmeroyt  Aaahel,*  lient.  tai. 

Pomeroy,  Benjamin  2m. 

Pomeroy,  Crieb  2m. 

Pomeroy,  Daniel^  C&pL  9au  4m. 

Pomeroy,  Ebemeser,'  S.  H.  Sw, 

Pomfiioy,  Bno6.**«  S.  H.  9m.  tai.  8m. 

Pomeroy,  Gad,  S.  H.  ton.  8m. 

Pomeroy,  Qaius*  7(1.    tai.  Im. 

Pomeroy,  Gersham,'  S.  H.  8m.  30d. 

Pomeroy,  Hemaii,  S.  H.  7d.    lilm.  Om. 

Pomeroy,  Ira,  S.  H.  (UL  3m. 

Pomeroy,  Isaac  2m.  8m. 

Pomeroy,  Jacob,*-"    H.  Om.    2m,    5w.  «w.  8ni. 

Pomeroy,  John  ly.  9y. 

Pomeroy,  JoiMthaiLi*'*^  Skn.   ly.    Ow.   Am.  9y. 

Pomeroy,  Jomithan^  ffy. 

Pomeroy,  Joseph,*  S.  H.  Sw. 

Pomeroy,  Josiah 

Pomeroy,  Lemuel'  Lt. 

Pomeroy,  Liitfaer>*'  ftm.   ly.    9y.  Sy. 

Pomftroy,  Oliver,  S.  H.  ftm. 
P<Hneroy,  Pheboa  ^» 

Pomeroy,  Pliny' 8m.  8y.  8m, 
Pomeroy,  Qoartaa 

Pomeroy,  Simeon'*^  9m.           2m.   4d.  8m. 

Pomeroy,  Solomou.  S.  H.  Cw. 

Pomeroy,  Timothy*  8m. 
Pomeroy,  William 

Pood,  John  8m. 

Porter,  Abel*  8m.  7d. 

Port^,  EzeMeP**  8m.  9m.    3m.  6m. 

Porter,  Dr.  Heaeldah«  7d.  Im. 

Port,  Leri  8m.  6w. 

Powers,  Avery*  W. 

Pratt,  Daniel^  8m.           2nL  9m.  6m. 

Proser,  Thomas,  S.  H.  3y. 

PnmpiUy,  Beonet  6m. 

Samadel,  Eimbel,  &  H.  8y. 

Bathbim,  Josiali,  8.  H.  ,  8y. 

Richardson,  Hmnptarey'*'  Am.   ly.    8y.  8m. 

Riley,  John  OlD. 

Rissney,  Asahel,  S.  H.  9m. 


Rogers,  Jomttban 

Root,  Ebenezer  9m. 

Root,  Eleazar»-«  8d.     4m.                   3m.    6m.  5m. 

Root,  JBleazar*  Jr.  9m.    5w.    6m.  8y. 
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1776  177ft  ym  1778  1779   1780  1781 
Boot,  Elias' *  ftm.    Im.  «w. 

Root«  Elihii,***  Oorp.  dm.   ly.  97. 

Boot.  Joseph 

Root.  Simeon  8W,   Sm.    9in.  em. 

Root,  Timothy  3y. 
Both,  Joseph,  S.  H.  8m. 
BusBell,  Daniel  6m. 
Russell,  Hezekiali/  Lieut.  7d. 

T^rz-'t,  DnTiif'l'  9m.  6m. 

Kiisi,  bberiezer^  S.  H*  8m. 

Kubt,  Elijah  Im. 

Rust,  Israel^  Jr.  7d. 

Bust,  Lemuel,*  S.  H.  8m.  80d. 

Sh^Q,  Simeon  8y. 
Sampson.  Daniel'  3m. 
Sanford,  Epbraim  8m* 

Searl,  Aaion,  S*  H.  6m. 
Searls,  BOdad«  a  H.  8m. 
Searlfl,  Darius,  a  H.  em.  6m. 

Searl,  Elisba 

Searles,  Nathaniel,  S.  H.  5w.  dm. 

Searlea,  Simeon,  S.  H.  8in. 
Sbaw,  Stephen  9m» 
Sheldon,  A^ner,  S.  H.  Oift. 
Sheldon,  Caleb  8m. 
Sheldon,  Ebenezer,  Capt,  S.  H.  5w.  8m.  ^ 

Sheldon,  Ellas 
Sheld<m,  Joseph 

Sheldon,  Josiah  5w. 

Sheldon,  Pliny,  S.  H.  3m.  30d. 

Sheldon,  ^meon,  S.  H.  9y. 

Shepbard,  Jamee,'**  Lieut.     Am.  6w. 

Smith.  Edward  6m. 

Smith.  Jared  3m. 

Smith,  Jedediah'  3m. 

Smith,  John«  7d. 

Smith,  Simeon  3y. 

Smith,  Thomas^  6w.  8m. 

Smith,  William  8m.  3m. 

Southwick,  Benjamin  28d. 

Sprague,  Oliyer*  8m.  9m. 

Squire,  Ephraim,  S.  H.     «  8m. 

Squires,  Noble  8m, 

Starr,  Thomas^  7d. 

Steams,  Ebenezer,  W.  H.  8m,  8m. 

Steams,  Jonathan,***  Serg't    8m.  Oapt.  6w. 

Stoddard,  Solomon 
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1775 

177A 

1777 

Rm 

Xriill 

fvnr 

Rw 

vW« 

Sm 

K7vX *  XJCllaJttJ-l 

Xm 

ft^TAn  or    T^AFi  1  £1     i  n 

UuItUllK;  JJCUJeliLLlAll 

Am. 

OvlA/UJ^)  ±JAVl\X 

1  nn 

OIZL* 

Ixr 

ly. 

tlVtXt 

RffVl 

wirCVUHy  JUitlHIiHtl  vX« 

Km 

ft^TV^Ti  or  TrirlTI 
OuXUU|^f  UUIJIA 

2fid 

Ovruu^f  Mtwinvnim 

^fTATl  0^  TjPVI 
J  C'  i      ii.      ^    J-J  C  >  1 

Im 

Sfri*Afi it   Slnl Mill i\T\  '  S  H 

MUa 

dcroDgi  xiieroji 

Qvn 

TkVf 

<9WvII(J .    ill  US 

XappaUf  JjBiijfiiiiiri 

xappan,  oaiuutJi 

9in 

Am 

iy. 

<lv 

St 

Thayer,  Aha«,  W.  H. 

Thayer,  Asa 

Thayer,  Elias*** 

Sin. 

Thompaon,  James 

ThraU,Gile8> 

8ni. 

TUson,  James, 

Tollman,  Ebeneaer 

TromUe,  John 

Sni* 

1778  177d  1780  1781 


8m. 


8w.  8m. 

3m. 

8m. 


Im.  9m.  6m. 
9m.   5w.  6m. 


6w. 


8m. 


Im. 


dm.    3m.  8m. 

8m. 
9m.  6m, 


8m. 

8m. 


8w.  8m. 


6m. 


Tanier»  Adam  8m. 
Tarner,  David  8m. 
Tyrrell,  Arad  9m. 
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17T5  vm  Vm  1778  1779  1780  1781 
Vaughn,  John  9y» 
YintoQ,  Kathaniel  By. 

Wait,  Abljah*  7d. 

Waite,  Aiiguafcua  *>oa. 

Wait,  Jocdah^  7d.  8m. 

Wal68,  James  8m«   8m.  8m. 

Wales,  Jonathnn,  Capt.         3m.  5w. 

Wales,  Jonathan  Jr.,^  W.  H.  5w. 

Wales,  Samuel  3m.    3m.    9m.  8m. 

Warner  Daniel 

Warner,  Jceeph  7cl. 

"Warner,  Joseph,  Jr.  Ospt* 

Warner,  Mark  3m, 
Warner,  Silas,*  W.  H.  ly. 
Warner,  Warham'**  18d.  8m. 

Welch,  John 

Welch,  Sampson*  18m.  3m. 

Wells,  John.  S.  H.  8m.  8y. 

Welsh,  William*  8y. 

Wheaton,  Ephraim  By. 

Wheeler  Samuel  ^• 

Whitby  James  8y. 

Wier,  John*  2m, 

Wilder,  Peter  8m. 

Williams,  Roswdl,  S.  H.  8m. 

Willys,  William'  8m. 

Winter.  Daniel,  S.  H.  3m. 
Wood,  Daniel,  S.  H.  8m.    Ital.  3y, 

Wood,  David,-  b.  M.  ly.  8m.  8m. 

Wood,  I^eUel,  S.  H.  8m.  By. 

Woodward,  John,     H.  8m. 
Woodward,  Oliver* 

Wri'jrh'*-,  Aaron 
Wriglit,  Aaron  Jr. 

Wright,  Asa  2m.  Lt 

Wright.  A8ahel»-«  4m.    (to.    Sm.  3m. 

Wright,  An-nstus  8m.  8m* 

Wr:-ht,  Bildad  8y.  8y. 

Wrighl,  Charles,  S.  H.  8m. 

Wright,  Daniel*  7d.  9m. 

Wright.  Eheneaer 

Wright,  Eleazar 

Wrijrht,  Ehhu  3y. 

Wnghi,  Elijah,"^  Serg't,  E.  H.  8m.  5d.  5w. 

Wright,  Sliphaa,^-***  SergM;    8m.    ly.  4m.  8w. 

Wright,  Eluathan 

Wriglit,  Ephraim  8w.  4d. 

Wright,  Joel-'  8m. 
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Wright,  John 
Wric^ht,  Moses 
Wright,  NathanieP 
Wright,  Oliver 
Wright,  Phinehas* 
Wright,  Renben»** 
Wriu'lit,  Sol  ah 
Wright,  6eth 
Wright.  So]oin<ni 
Wri-ht,  Stephen,  S.  H. 
Wright,  Timothy 


1775  1776  1777  1778  1779  1780  1781 

lm«  7d. 

8lQ«    Ow*  8iii. 

Ool.  Sm. 

5w.    Iw.  6m. 


4m.  9m. 


6m. 


8m« 


EPHRAIH  WRIGHT'S  BZPBNSlOB  TO  BOSTON. 

Page  427.  1780.  The  Town  of  iSorthampton  to  Ephraim  Wright, 
Dr.,  for  his  ezpenaes  to  from  8b  at  OonyeDtion  in  Boctton  Jany,  7, 1780. 

Lodgeings,  Hone  Keeping  Sapper  ABreokfaat  at  Bekdier  5.  2.0 


Horse  Baiting  &c  at  ware 
Dinn^  &c  at  Chadwicks 

Expences  at  Brook&eld  from  thursday  till  tuifleday 
Lodgeiog  at  Dunbars  &c 
Expencee  at  Woroeeter 
Horse  Baiting  at  Shroshory  . 

Dinner  &c  at  Northbnry  .  . 
Lodgeing  at  Sadbury  . 
Shating  .... 
Horse  Keeping  at  Boston, 
To  Sending  my  to  eharlestown  . 
to  Horse  Keeping  at  Do  7  Nights 
Miavmg  in  Boston  three  times 
Horse  Baiteng  &u  at  Cambridge 
P<  ICr  Bay  tat  my  Board  Eight  Days 
Shaving  at  Watertown 
Lodgeing  at  Westown  &C  . 
at  Sudbury 

Breakf^t  &  Baiting  at  hows 
Dinner  &c  at  Shrewsbury 
Lodgeing  at  Worcester 
Baiteng  at  Spencer 
Dinner  at  Brookfield  &C  . 
Lodgeing  &o  at  Ghadwleks 
Bating  at  Ware 
Dinner  &o  at  Belcher  . 

to  TTorse  hire  to  Boston  100  miles  at  Is.  ppr  mile 
To  his  att*"*  &c  at  Convention  51  days  488. 


o.iao 

2.08.0 
80.  8.0 
6.10.0 
8.  8.0 
0.12. 
2.14.0 
8.  4.0 

0.  12.0 
60.  0.0 

1.  4.0 
23.  8.0 

1.16.0 
1.10. 
84.  6. 
0.12.0 

0.18.0 

2.  2.0 

4.16. 
0.18.0 
2.  8.0 
6.  0.0 
0.12.0 
2.  8.0 

£169.  9.0 
20. 

122.  8. 
£811.17." 
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CAFTAIN  AU^EN'S  mob  KOLL,  MAY  AND  JUNE,  1782. 

Page  463.  A  list  of  the  men  that  volintarilv  tnmed  nnt  tn  support 
government  Against  the  iasuTg^nts  who  eiideavurtd  to  overitini  it:— 


Solomon  Allen,  Capt., 

Elijah  Bartlit, 

Solcfmoa  Clark,  Lt., 

Benben  Wright, 

Thomas  Starr,  Lt, 

Seth  Wright, 

Eleazar  Wright,  Cleark, 

Thadden  King, 

Sftoonel  pbeli>s,  Serg't* 

Meddad  King, 

Paul  Clark,  Serg't, 

Joel  Burt, 

Hedad  Clark,  8erg% 

David  Turner, 

Elijah  Allan,  Cor", 

CadweU  Phelps, 

Simeon  Pomroy,  Cot*, 

Bbenezer  Rnst, 

Eliha  Wright,  Cor', 

Shabael  Wilder, 

Jared  Hunt.  Cor*, 

Wm.  LiiBngweU, 

Qains  Pomroy,  DnnxL, 

Samuel  Wales, 

Eliaha  Allen. 

William  Gun, 

Tharideus  Baker, 

Elisha  Cook  Jr., 

Justus  Clai'k, 

Asahel  Cook, 

Abnar  Clark, 

Daniel  Cook, 

Will  Clark  Jnn', 

Warham  Cooli, 

Elijah  Clark  Jr., 

Elisha  Cook, 

RrxB&ll  Uiark, 

Mosafi  Bartlet, 

Samuel  King  Jr., 

Silas  Hemingway, 

EUhnKing, 

Elifihn  Burt, 

Hamnel  Lyman, 

Elijah  TaUer, 

Enoch  Phelps, 

Benj  Clark  Jr. , 

Banj  Clark, 

Joseph  Hunt  Brick, 

Ebne^  Phelps, 

Seth  Persons, 

Moses  Wright, 

Israel  Qapp, 

Wen  ford  Helmer, 

IStoar  Alrerd. 

M'  John  King, 

CAPT.  SOLOMON  AULEN^S  PAT-BOU.,  SEPT.,  1786. 


Page  474.  A  Fay  Koll  of  the  OlSicerB  and  Men  belonging  to  the  1'* 
Oomp.  2'  Beg*  of  the  Connty  of  HampehiTe,  ocamnanded  by  Gapt  S<do. 
AJlen,  who  Tolnntarily  tuned  out  in  Sept.  1786,  to  support  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  then  holden  at  Qprlngfleld 

Captr  Sol*  Allen,  Seij*  W"  Welch, 

L'  Tho^  Starrs,  Serj*  Eb«  Phelpg, 

L*  Sol"  Clark,  Serj^  Cor  Lyman, 

Setj*  Ja*  Wales,  Cor.  W«  Clark, 
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Cor.  Beub.  Wright, 
Oor.  Hmoeh  Phelps, 
Cor  Hen.  Porter, 
Drum'"  G.  Pomeroy, 
ViP  R  Hemmwfty, 
Sam*'  LymaQ, 

Ralph  Pomeroy. 
Manrirp  H wight, 
Benj'  Ciaxk, 
EUeha  Burt, 
EUflha  Baker, 
Setli  Parsons, 
Jart^  dark, 
Jo.  H.  Brack, 
Nath*  Welch, 
Dan*'  Parsons. 
Moses  Parsons, 
David  Ck)wen, 
Shell'  Fhelpa  Jr., 
Ezra  Moody, 
Tim"  R(K>t, 
Aiiah  Go(Mf 


Lather  Clark, 
jnstnfl  dark. 
Gains  Burt, 
Sam»i  King, 
Georj^  Bant, 
Elijah  Clark, 
Tim*  Jewet, 
Seward  PhelpS, 
.To(  1  Burt, 
Tiio"  Bridgman 
Jn«  Brack, 
S.  Hemingway, 
Jo.  Phelps, 
Sam*'Breck, 
Jn*  Kelton, 
Levi  Lyman, 
Seth  HulhTirt, 
Israel  Bridgman, 
Dan*'  Warner, 
EleacF  Wright, 
W*  Ftnneroy, 
Sim.  Pomeroy, 
Aaron  Wales. 


J. 

CAPT.  BUSaSLL'S  PAT-BOLL,  J  AH.,  1737. 

JPage  608.  A  Pfty  Roll  of  the  OfBoers  and  Ifon  hehmging  to  the  9* 

Companys  Reg'.  County  of  Hampshire,  coinma-ndpr!  by  Capt.  Hez.  Rna- 
eell,  who  marched  from  N^orthampton  to  Springfield  in  Jan.  last  by 
order  of  Maj'  Qcnf^  Shephard,  to  defend  thy  Arsenal :  — 


Capt.  Hez.  Buaaedl, 

Dan*'  Strong, 

L*  Jonas  Claric, 

Koah  dapp. 

I/Tho*  Stair, 

Jno.  Breok  Treat, 

Ens.  Hez.  HutcWns, 

Sam*'  Stiles, 

Ben.  A  Edwards,  Clerk, 

Tho"  Clarke, 

Shub.  Wilder,  SergS 

Veeter  iidwards. 

Seth  Panom,  Sevg*, 

Benj*.  Clark, 

Mi  Idwards,  Serg', 

Edward  Bnrt, 

Sam.  Breck,  Serg», 

Seward  Phdps, 

Benb.  Wright,  Corp., 

Asahel  Wright, 

Joel  Burt,  Corp., 

liokeDay, 

Will,  dark,  Corp., 

WiU.  Shfildon, 

Jno.  Daaiifilson,  Corp., 

Israel  Bridgnman, 

Hez.  Rti  9.9^\\9  Jr. ,  Fifer, 

Tho»  Hamilton, 

Elijah  Sprague,  Drnmer, 

Perez  Wright, 
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Daniel  Phelps, 

dark  Bridgman, 

O.  Pometoy, 

EtbshaNash, 

John  Breck, 

Pf\rins  Clark, 

Tim'  Root, 

Patrick  Welsh, 

Phin'  BarOet, 

DariuB  (r^traut. 

W"  Bolter, 

Eben'  Phelps, 

Tho*  Brids^nan, 

Noah  Moody, 

Sben'  Brown, 

Moses  Par*oTis 

Jn"  HTiglws, 

Darins  Loomerj 

Ezra  Moody, 

Aaron  Wales, 

David  Wheatou, 

DanEentfleld, 

Jngtiii  Parsona, 

Henry  Phelps, 

Asa  Wright, 

Silas  Hemingway, 

George  Hunt, 

Elijah  Taylor, 

Sol"  Bartlet, 

Moaes  Tyler, 

Jona.  Parsons, 

UraeiL  Wright, 

Eli  Clark, 

Fred  Loomer, 

Luther  Clark, 

Henry  Porter. 

Elisha  Baker, 

Brastus  Lyman, 

Ariah  Coots, 

Thad.  Pomeroy, 

Jared  Clark, 

Sam.  Mather. 

Joseph  King, 

INDEX. 


ABBOT. 

Abbot,  Samdel,  wounded,  160. 

Abenaki  ^dians.  disputed  claims 
of  the  Engliah,  Id:  encour- 
aged to  resist  by  French  in 
Csmada,  H>.  ;  reinforced,  17 ; 
refoM  terms  of  peace,  91;  thdr 
town  femmed  and  many  slain, 
27. 

Abercrombie,  Geu.  Tames,  287  ; 
ocmunander-ia-cluef,  394;  re* 
pnteed  at  Tioonderoga,  290. 

Abercrombie,  Rev.  Bobert,  mem- 
ber of  council,  223,  223,  vote 
223. 

Academy  of  Music,  mentioned, 402. 

Acadia,  comes  into  p*:)sses8ion  ot 
England,  16 ;  English  settling 
in,  24^ ;  droortation  ol  inhab- 
itanta  of,  286,  and  note. 

Adams,  David,  BerolntioDary  8ol> 
dler,  616. 

Adama,  John,  signature,  268; 
friend  of  Major  Hawley,  539  ; 
hia  adyioe  aought,  ibi,  aad 
note ;  member  of  Continental 

Congress,  540  ;  received  letter 
from  Hawley,  54(i,  541 ;  re- 
ferred to,  544  ;  works  of  cited, 
5S4 ;  quoted,  note  2,  542, 
note. 

Adams,  John  Jr..  indicted  for  pro- 
fane swearing.  174,  note. 

Adams,  Samuel,  signature,  369; 
member  of  in\'e-lir-ating  com- 
xuittee,  4U5 ;  answers  Gov. 
Hutchinson,  539,  and  note  2  ; 
referred  to,  325,  588 ;  Life  of, 
quoted,  602. 

Adams,  Fort  in,  105. 

Aix  la  GhapeUe,  peace  signed  at, 
168,248: 

Albanr,  notifies  frontier  towns  of 
Indians*  approach,  18;  Capt. 
Kellogg  sent  to,  for  soonts,  21 ; 
conference  with  Five  Nations 


ALBZAJIDBB. 

at,  24,  168,  169,  170,  17:^ ;  .  x 
press  meesengeis  from,  25; 
troops  start  for,  148 ;  soldiers 
ssnt  to,  for  supplies,  153 ;  con- 
fereni^  at,  24^3 ;  rendezvous 
for  Crown  Point  a  {  edition, 
251,  2f59.  254,  255.  260; 

Col.  Williams  at.  'Mi.  note; 
Gen.  Pomeroy  sick  at,  385 ; 
headanarters  of .  Gen.  Aber> 
GTOmbie  at,  287,'  226 ;  troops 
sent  to.  291,  292.  387 :  contri« 
butions  forwarded  to,  412? 
'  soldiers  stationed  at,  418,  424 ; 
jail  filled  with  tories,  443 ; 
stage  line  to,  550  ;  mentioned, 
171,  261,  262,  264, 268, 270, 276, 
276,  277,  384,  400.  547. 

Alexander,  Abner,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Alexander,  Daniel,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  189 ; 
Bevolutionary  soldier,  616. 

AlexHiider,  Capt.  Ebeneaer,  at 
'        Louishurg,  118,  note. 

Alexander,  John,  lieira  receive 
portion  of  addftional  grant, 
188. 

Alexander,  John,  xa  Lonisban;  ex- 
pedition,  145 ;  in  Seven  Tears' 

War.  610. 

Alexander,  Miles,  in  Seven  Years' 

War,  610. 
Alexander,  Kathaniel,  receives  pay 

for  losses  in  the  army,  29 ;  in 

Father  Rfile's  War,  605. 
Alexander,  Samuel,  receives  por* 

^on  of  additional  grant,  188. 
Alexander,  Thankful,  receives 

portion  of  additional  grant, 

190. 

Alexander,  Capt.  Thomas,  com- 
mand of  r^iimentfor  Quebec, 
880,  882;  jonmalof,  880. 

S4 
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ALEXANDER. 

Alexander.  Thouaas,  drowned,  29; 

in  Father  Rale's  War.  605. 
Ale xand nanus,  Clemens,  referred 

to,  75.  note  1 . 
Allen.  Caleb,  escaped  at  Bars 

Allen.  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 616. 

Alien,  Elijah,  Revolntiooary  sol- 
dier, 616 ;  in  Ely  insnxrectiont 
681. 

Allen.  Filisha.  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 616 :  in  Ely  lasurrection, 
681. 

Allen,  Ethan,  in  command,  365; 

inropc^es  capture  of  Canada,876 
Allen,  Eqierience,  606. 

Allen,  Jonathan,  committee  to 
build  jail,  836 :  Committee  of 
Inspection,  353  ;  captain.  356, 
m  362,  377;  with  Washing- 
ton's army,  879 ;  in  Oontinen* 
tal  army,  889 ;  on  deer  hunt, 
489;  amdentally  shot,  ib.; 
sketch  of,  440 ;  married  Sarah 
Miller,  ib.  \  Berolnticmary  sol- 
dier, 616. 

Allen,  Jo«ej>h.  referred  to,  29. 

Alien,  Serg't  Josej^,  referred  to, 
107 ;  in  Seven  Years'  War,  610. 

Allen,  Joseph,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  ibb ;  friend 
of  Mr,  Edwards,  284,  608 ;  re- 
ferred to,  545. 

Allen,  Nathan,  in  Seven  Years" 
War,  610. 

Allen.  Nathwiel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610. 

Allen,  Noah,  drowned,  99 ;  Father 
RSle*8  War,  605. 

Allen,  Hoah,  in  Lonishnrg  expe- 
dition, 146. 

Allen,  Sam n el.  carried  to  Canada. 
149  ;  exchanged,  156. 

Allen,  Dea.  Samuel,  committee  to 
choose  ooUeague  pastor,  48; 
receives  pay  for  son's  waiting 
on  Mr.  Edwards,  48 ;  commit- 
tee to  seat  meeting-bouse,  74. 

Allen,  Samuel,  killed  by  Indians, 
148. 

Allen,  Samuel,  land  granted  to, 
819. 

Alien,  Samuel,  of  Windsor,  440. 

Allen,  Samuel,  receives  pay  for 
services,  29 ;  on  guard  duty, 
81 ;  in  Father  B&le  s  W  ar,  665 ; 
in  serrice  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg,  607 ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610 ;  lefierred  to,  006. 
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Allen,  Samuel,  reoelvesportion  of 
additional  grant*  Iw;  lefemd 

to,  107. 

Allen,  Samuel  Jr.,  in  Seven  Yean* 

War,  610. 
Allen,  Capt.  Solomon,  Committee 

of  Inspection,  353;  Sergeant, 
886 ;  Lieutenant,  483 ;  at  North 
Gaetle,  484 :  has  ehargfi  of  Aii« 

dr6,  485 ;  chairman.  449 ; 
gnardw  Conrt-Ilouse,  457  :  in- 

I  tercepts  Viu-  tuoh,  459  ;  receives 
thanks  from  General  Court, 
468;  marches  to  Springfidd, 
474 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
616 :  muster-roll  of  soldiers, 
1783,  631 ;  pay-xoU,  1786.  i6. ; 

'        referred  to,  5'J3. 

:  Allen,  Thomas,  boards  the  school- 
master. 180;  receives  portion 
of  addittoual  grant,  187;  re- 
ferred to,  546. 
Allen,  Rev.  Thomas,  letter  from, 
889. 

Allen,  William,  prisoner,  866. 
Allen,  Corp.  Zebulon,  stationed  at 

Charlemont,  250. 
Allen's  Life  of  Edvrards,  cited, 

198. 

AUett,  Abraham,  prisoner,  866. 
All  is.  lohabod,  refined  to,  84, 

note. 

AlUs.  Joseph,  taken  captive  and 

killed,  23. 
Allia,  Moses,  death  of,  884. 

I  Allis,  Moses,  in  Louisburg  expedi- 
tion, 146. 
Allis,  Samuel,  schoolmaster,  84, 
and  note. 

1  Alvord,  AbiathaTj  killed,  551. 

1  Alvord,  Beiuamin.  courier  be- 
tween Albany  and  Boston,  25 ; 
messenger,  94;  paid,  95:  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 

grant,  188 ;  drummer,  605 ;  in 
even  Years'  War,  610. 
Alvord,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 61(>, 
Alvord,  Ebenezer,  receives  p.^rtion 
of  additional  «rant,  185 ;  Bev- 
olutionary  soldifiir,  616. 
Alvord.  EbeuesMflf,  vidow  of,  re- 
ferred to,  107. 
Alvord,  Eleazar.  872,  878 ;  Judd'a 
Interview  with,  616;  Revolu- 
tionary foldier,  ib.  ;  in  Ely 
Insurrection.  631. 
Alvord.   Eliab.  with  Clapp  at 
Chamblee.  383;  Bevolution- 
ary  soldier,  616. 
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ALVORD. 

Alvord,  Elijah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. OKL 

Alvord,  Elisha,  homestead,  317. 
319.  ;  land  of,  4flft ;  school 
in  bis  shop,  426 ;  Revolntion- 
ary  soldier,  616. 

Alvora,  Jehiel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, am 

Alvord,  John,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  ISI;  in  ser- 
vice after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
6fil ;  referred  to,  mL 

Alvord.  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, QM. 

Alvord,  Jonathan,  receives  portion 
of  additional  g:rant,  ISI ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  617. 

Alvord,  Jonathan,  referred  to,  551. 

Alvord.  Joseph,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  165. 

Alvord,  Medad.  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  lilll ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, sn. 

Alvord,  Perez,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, QTL 

Alvord,  Phinehas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  STL 

Alvord.  Noadiah,  escaped  from  In- 
dians. 1)51. 

Alvord,  Samuel,  Sifi ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  617. 

Alvord,  Saul,  receives  portion  of 
additional   grant.  IM ;  buys 
portion    of    highway,  liliJ; 
lomestead,  21fl ;  sells  home- 
lot,       ;  referred  to,  lOL 

Alvord,  Stephen,  in  Elisha  Haw- 
ley's  company,  6M ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War.  QUL 

Alvord,  Thomas,  in  Hawley's  com- 
pany at  Crown  Point,  ; 
In  Seven  Years'  War,  ftllL 

Alvord,  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  617. 

Alvord.  Zebadiah,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  iiil ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  fill ;  re- 
ferred to,  r)5i. 

America,  war  with  France,  1Q2 ; 
colonies  provide  soldiers,  li^ ; 
taxing,  243 :  Seven  Years'  War 
in.  2M;  commander-in-chief 
apjjointed  for,  2S2 ;  taxed  un- 
lawful! v,  32L  323,  335^  539i 
condition  in  1770,  Ml ;  in  1781, 
444 ;  hard  times  at  close  of 
war,  451 ;  mentioned,  169, 282. 
547. 

American  History,  Magazine  of, 
cited,  048j  Sfifi. 


ASHLEY. 

American  Quarterly  Register, 

quoted.  508. 
American  Whig  Review,  863,  366, 
404. 

Amherst,  Gen.  Jeffrey,  in  expedi- 
tion against  Louisburg,  294  ; 
commander-in-chief,  295 ; 
starts  on  expedition  against 
Montreal,  2iiti ;  in  winter  (jnar- 
ters,  ib.  ;  captures  posts  on 
St.  Lawrence,  2Q8 ;  at  Mon- 
treal, lb. 

Amherst,  votes  again!?t  session 
of  the  court.  llliU ;  at  conven- 
tion to  regulate  prices,  4S1 ; 
insurgents  at,  459,  460,  507. 
5Qfi;  men  join  Shav-s'  party, 
510  ;  letters  for.  ijhl :  dancing 
school  in.  Mil ;  mentioned,  241, 
338.  570,  m 

Amrusus,  husband  of  Eunice  Wil* 
liams,  referred  to,  110- 

Amsden,  Eunice,  tomahawked.  149 

Amsden,  Oliver,  killed  by  Indians, 
14ft- 

Amsden,  Simeon,killed  by  Indians, 

14a. 

Andre,  John,  422 ;  capture  of,  43a. 

Angell,  Augustus,  S.  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  till. 

Anville,  DucD',  with  French 
troops  starts  for  New  England 
coast,  149. 

Arms,  Phinehas,  killed  by  Indians, 
250. 

Arnold,  Benedict,  enlisted  men  for 
Cro\NTi  Point,  363,  364  ;  raised 
a  company  for  Cambridge, 3 64; 
yields  his  right  to  command, 
265 ;  wounded  at  Quebec,  211 ; 
reinforcements  for,  SiHO. ;  trea- 
son of,  4^  434.  and  note,  4M  ; 
invades  Virginia,  444;  referred 
to,  399,  436. 

Arnold,  Sparks'  life  of,  quoted,  878. 
note  2^  433, 13iL 

Arnold,  Capt.  Robert,  prisoner, 
367 ;  petitions  for  parole.  370. 

Arthur,  Rev.  Mr.,  deatn,  2M, 

Arvin,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, STL 

Ashfield  men  in  first  Hampshire 
regiment,  votes  against 
session  of  court,  29(L 

Ashley.  Major  John,  starts  with 
relief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 
2M. 

Ashley,  Rev.  Jonathan,  member 

of  council,  241 :  petitions  for 
division  of  county,  47s. 
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ASHLEY. 

Ashley,  Rev.  Joseph,  first  minister 
at  Southampton,  ^and  note  3. 

Ashley,  Rev.  Joseph,  member  of 
council,  222,  vote,  22E :  mem- 
ber of  council  at  ordination, 

Ashley,  Noah,  receives  bounty  for 

scalp.  22. 
Asblev,  Major  Noah,  killed,  883. 

2ftd 

Ashuelot,  Fort  at,  soldiers 

sent  to,  IfiQ. 
Atkinson,  ThoniaB.  appointed 

peace  commissioner  to  Canada, 

Avery.  Benjamin,  in  Father  Rale's 
War, 

Babcock,  Benjamin,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  617. 

Babcock,  Corp.  Elias,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  617. 

Bacon.  Simeon,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  610. 

Bailey,  Abner,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  filfl. 

Baker,  Aaron,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  ISl ;  in  Sev- 
en Years'  War,  filQ. 

Baker,  Abner,  first  singing  teach- 
er, 522. 

Baker,  Abner,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. OIL  - 

Baker,  Edward,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  iM ;  re- 
ferred to,  69^  liiL 

Baker,  Elijah,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  611L 

Baker,  Elisba,  at  Fort  Massachu- 
setts. 154  ;  in  service  attm-  fall 
of  Louisburg,  tiiii ;  in  Shays 
Rebellion.  682^  GM. 

Baker,  Hollister,  signs  military 
company  agreement,  375; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  617. 

Baker,  Capt.  John,  receives  por- 
tion ot  additional  grant,  ISl; 
friend  of  Mr,  EdwardB.  2U, 
6118;  captain  of  militia, 
in  service  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg. QQI ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, OIL 

Baker,  John  Jr.,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  ISl :  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  234.  ML 

Baker,  John,  referred  to,  120.  and 
note  L 

Baker,  Mrs.  John  Jr.,  fiOS. 

Baker,  Jonas,  petitions  for  division 
of  county,  428. 


BARNARD. 

Baker,  Paulina,  married  Noah 
Cook,  .m 

Baker,  Robert,  escaped  from  In- 
dians, UiL 

Baker.  Samud,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  187. 

Baker,  Stephen,  committee  to  con- 
sider new  constitntion.  128; 
committee  to  enlist  men,  132; 
delegate  to  convention,  454. 

Baker.  Stephen,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  610 ;  Revolutionai-y  sol- 
dier, en 

Baker,  Thaddeus.  Revolutionary 
soldier,  till;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion. Q2L 

Baker,  Thomas,  bearer  of  dis- 
patches to  Canada,  11. 

Baker,  Timothy,  died  in  service  at 
Louisburg.  120,  liillL 

Baker's  meadow,  lot  in,  sold,  Ifi. 

Baldwin,  Col.,  sent  in  pursuit  of 
Luddington.  509. 

Baldwin,  Jo^siah.  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fil7. 

Baldwin,  Rev.  Mr.,  preaches  ser- 
mon, 515. 

Ball,  Eusebius,  Revolutionary  s^- 
dier,  61L 

Ball.  James,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 

610. 

Ball,  James,  petition  for  divi^on 

of  county,  477. 
Ball,  Serg't  Noah,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  filL 
Bancroft,    Samuel,   delegate  to 

council.        vote,  2^ 
Bancroft  s  History  of  the  United 

States,  quoted,  173.  note,  541. 

note. 

Banister,  E.  iL^  referred  to,  SIS. 

Banister,  Major,  4fi2 ;  sent  to  cap- 
ture Luddington,  50d ;  is  cap- 
tured, ih. 

Barber,  Rev.  Mr.,  supplies  pulpit, 

Bardwell.  Perez,  carries  baggage 

for  army.  381. 

Bardwell,  Liout.  Perez,  hc^tage, 
4(i0.  462. 

Barnard,  Abigail,  477. 

Barnard,  AVjner,  Committee  of 
Correspondt.'iicB.  MS  :  Inspec- 
tion and  Safety,  2iitl ;  commit- 
tee to  settle  new  minister,  412 ; 
death,  511 ;  in  Revolntionary 
War,  611i  referred  to,  879. 
fiin 

Barnard,  Ebenezer,  at  South  Had- 

ley,  SlIL 
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BARNARD. 

Barnard,  Gov.  Francis,  prorogued 

the  General  Court,  325. 
Barnard.  Israel,  enlists  for  three 

mouths,  381 ;  Revolutionary 

soldier.  617. 
Barnard,  Samuel,  477. 
Barnard,  Capt.  Samuel,  garrisoned 

Nortbfield  and  Deerfield,  12. 
Barnard,  Major  Selah,  vote  for, 

Bdrry,  History  of  Massachusetts, 
cited,  323. 

Bartlett,  Aaron,  builds  fort  at 
Ea.sthampton,  IM :  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
IM;  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisbnrg,  607. 

Bartlett,  Ansel,  referred  to,  156. 

Bartlett,  Benjamin,  on  duty  at 
Southampton,  2^ ;  B.evolu- 
tionary  soldier,  617. 

Bartlett,  Benjamin,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  IM  ; 
referred  to,  Wh  SM. 

Bartlett,  Cornelius,  Bevolutionar}' 
soldier,  617. 

Bartlett,  David,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  189. 

Bartlett,  Ebenezer,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  18(3. 

Bartlett,  Elihu,  Kevolutionary  sol- 
dier, fill. 

Bartlett,  Elijah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fill;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, ■ 

Bartlett,  Experience,  petitions  to 
be  set  off  to  Southampton,  421. 

Bartlett,  Joel,  weaver,  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  fill! 

Bartlett,  Jonathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  617. 

Bartlett,  Jo.seph,  fined  for  refus- 
ing office,  fi2 ;  mount  built 
near,  109 ;  receives  portion  of  i 
additional  grant,  ISQ ;  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards.  234,  6Q2 ;  re- 
ferred to. 

Bartlett,  Lorin,  referred  to, 

Bartlett,  Moses,  petitions  to  be  set 
off  to  Southampton,  ^SlL 

Bartlett,  Moses,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fill;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, (iaL 

Bartlett.  Nathaniel,  in  Hawley's 
com  pan  v,  QQil ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  filk 

Bartlett,  Pbebe,  mL 

Bartlet,  Phinehas,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion. 633. 

Bartlett,  Preserved,  released  from 


BELCHEKTOWN. 

poll-tax,  151;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  1^;  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisbnrg, 
602 ;  in  Seven  Years'  War,  liliL 
Bartlett.  Robert,  aiil. 
Bartlett,  Samuel,  in  Seven  Years' 

War,  6KL 
Bartlett,  Silas,  losses  of,  IQS  :  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  617. 
Bartlett,  Simeon,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  Old;  in  Revolutionary 
War,  (LLL 
Bartlet,  Solomon,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, fiaa. 

Bartlett,  Widow,  house  used  as 

hospital,  408. 
Bartlett,  William,  receives  portion 

of  additional  gi-aut,  18*1 
Bascom,  Elijah,  in  Seven  Years' 

War.  0112. 
Bascom,  Lient.  Elisha,  death  of, 
886;  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
filfl ;    Revolutionary  soldier, 
617. 

Bascom,  Ezekiel,  in  Father  RMe's 
War,  fiOS;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  filO. 
Bascom,  Jonathan,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  ISfi* 
Bascom,  Joseph,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  liifi ;  re- 
ferred to,  2M. 
Bates.  Aaron.  i3a ;  BevolntioQary 

soldier,  ()17. 
Bates,  Caleb,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filL 
Bates,  Lemuel,  at  Quebec,  31Z; 
narrative  of,  B78^  312 :  birth, 
B78,  note  1 ;  prisoner,  315 ;  has 
smallpox,  iilii;  reimbursed, 
410 ;  Revolutionary  soldier* 
617. 

Baxter,  Jno.,  prisoner,  868. 
I  Bay  Path,  mentioned,  504. 
Beamun,  Phinehas,  in  Seven  Years* 

War,  iilii. 
Beamont,  Jesse,  in  Seven  Years' 

War,  fillL 
Beanhamois.  Marquis  de,  made 

Governor  of  Canada, 
Bedortha,  Samuel,  in  Father  Rale's 

War,  fiOa. 
Bedortha.  Shadrach,  in  Lomsburg 

expedition,  140. 
Belcher,  Gov.  Jonathan,  api>oint8 
Col.  Stoddard  justice  of  supe- 
rior court.  111 ;  mes.sage,  174, 
Belchertown  (Cold  Spring),  sol- 
diers at,  3fiQ ;  votes  in  favor  of 
holding  court,  3dO ;  insurgents 
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BELDINO. 

from,  4ft2 ;  Mr.  Hawley's  land 
in,  544,  545.  MB :  letters  for, 
557  ;  mentioned,  214^  251^ 
298.  ^£lL 
Belding,  Aaron,  killed  by  Indians, 
160. 

Bellews,  Elihu,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, STL 

Bellows,  Joseph,  wounded,  507. 

Bemis,  Adjutant, 

Bemis,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fiTL 

Bemis  Heights,  battle  of,  403,  404, 
405. 

Bennett,  Arthur,  prisoner,  SfiS; 
death,  m 

Bennington,  iiSl;  battle  of,  401. 
402 ;  soldiers  march  to,  405. 

Berkshire  County,  part  of  Hamp- 
shire, set  off,  311;  c^l 
for  soldiers  from,  400,  402; 
school  in,  4I2fi ;  postriders  in, 
i^;  convention  in,  no 
court  held  in.  123.:  insurgents 
m,  495,  512  ;  insurgents  from, 
at  Northampton,  498,  ififi ;  in- 
surgents from,  at  Chicopee, 
SM;  Gren.  Lincoln's  force  in, 
51S;  hostilities  confined  to, 
518,  51fi ;  supreme  court  meets 
fnTMSj  mentioned  812,  314. 
849.  362.  5:^7.  594. 

Bemardston,  fortilied,  lfl5  ;  attack 
upon,  foiled.  HI:  one  man 
killed  at.  1^  :  votes  against 
further  session  of  court,  2i]0 ; 
skirmish  at,  oil;  mentioned, 
nS.  note. 

Berry.  Jamee,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, mJL 

Bevins,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filL 

Bib.  Sacra.  qnotM,  56,  notes  1  and 
2 ;  233i  uote  L 

Bibbins,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 612, 

Bicketts,  William,  prisoner,  SfiS. 

Billings,  Lieut.  D.,  40a 

Billings,  Rev.  Edward,  member  of 
council,  214,  222.  and  note. 

Billings.  Rer.  .Jonathan ,  223. 

Billings,  Lieut.  Joseph,  marches 
to  the  relief  of  Fort  William 
Henry.  294. 

Billings, '  Thomas,  in  Hawley's 
company,  OOfi. 

Bills  of  Credit,  issue  of ,  84,  8a ; 
attempt  at  legislation,  174 ; 
depreciation  of,  180^  182,  155, 

m 


BODMAK. 

Birge,  Asahel,  on  duty  at  South- 
ampton, 245 ;  in  Hawley's  com- 
pany. gOfl;  in  Seven  Yeare' 
War,  tnOj, 

Birge,  John,  at  Fort  No.  4,  IM ; 
builds  fort  at  Easthampton* 
156,  152  ;  on  duty  at  South- 
atnpton,  £lfj :  in  .service  aft«r 
fall  of  Loi:ii8burg,  QQl ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  QliL 

Birge,  John  Jr.,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  ^35;  at 
Fort  Edward,  2M ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  010, 

Birge,  Simeon,  420;  in  Seven  Years* 
War.  Bll. 

Bisby,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. OIL 

Black,  Lieut.  David,  starts  with 
relief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 

mL 

Black,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 617. 

Blackman.  (reorge,  in  favor  of 
eivls  in  public  schools,  S52. 

Blaclrman,  John,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  OIL 

Blackman,  Samuel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fill 

Blake,  Ensign  John,  899. 

Blake,  Nathaniel,  exchanged,  156. 

Blake,  Nathaniel  &  Co. ,  building 
burned,  558. 

Blan chard.  Col.,  in  command  at 
Fort  Edward.  253  :  sends  de- 
tachment against  the  enemy, 

Blanchard.  Nathaniel,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  OIL 

Blandford,  gnard  stationed  at,  163: 
road  to  Albany  through,  253, 
note ;  mentioned,  294.  378. 
note  L 

Bliss,  George,  address  to  Hamp- 
f       shire  Bar,   cited,  534,  537 ; 
tribute  to  Caleb  Strong,  595. 
Bliss,  John,  vote  for,  4S8 ;  justice, 
488 ;  lawyer,  oM. 
t  Bliss,  Jonathan,  34T,  and  note  8. 
)  Bliss,  Major,  reports  the  proceed- 
I       ings  of  Congress  to  General 
1       Court,  HfiO. 

i  Bliss,  Moses,  lawyer,  347.  and  note 
3i  536  ;  vote  for,  433;  referred 
to,  455. 

Bloody  Morning  Scout,  268^  2fifi; 

the  fight.  281,  282. 
Blunt,  Ezekiel,  in  Louisburg  ex' 

peditiou,  146. 
Bodman,  Luther,  referred  to,  108, 
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BOOIE. 

Bogie,  William,  prisoner,  368,  370. 

Bofter,  Benjamin,  lived  in  Major 
Hawley's  family,  544. 

Bolter,  William,  lived  in  Major 
Hawlev's  family,  544 ;  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  iiM. 

Bon  March6,  referred  to,  S13. 

Bonner.  Isaac,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filL 

Bonney,  Col.,  snmmons  delegates 
to  convention  at  Hadley,  499. 

Boston,  Indian  delegates  at,  IS; 
journey  from  Northampton  to, 
25,  50,  and  note ;  treaty  of 
peace  at,  22;  meeting-house, 
23 ;  troopH  ordered  to.  lifl  ; 
Major  Pomeroy'8  company  in, 
1^  ;  Five  Nations  send  dele- 
gates to,  IM;  delegate  from. 
222,  bell  shipped  from,  H08 ; 
smallpox  in.  iiil2  :  agent  sent 
to,  312;  Stamp  Act.  322;  con- 
vention in,  321 ;  refuses  Brit- 
ish imposts,  825  :  General 
Court  removed  from,  31Q; 
appoints  Committee  of  Cor* 
respondence,  Ml ;  throws  tea 
overboard,  342 ;  Port  Bill, 
tb. ;  relief  for,  MS. ;  siege  of » 
365 ;  business  men  arrested, 
3fi2 ;  eight  companies  order  ed 
to,  385;  another  company 
at,  885 ;  evacuated,  tiiiii ;  ob- 
jects to  doings  of  Legisla- 
ture, 3ii2 :  Ely  imprisoned  at, 
Ifil ;  prisoners  to  be  brought 
to,  ^h. ;  news  of  peace  at,  ^11 ; 
sessions  of  General  Court  in, 
490  ;  secured  against  mob,  4'.)8; 
government  at,  protects  the 
courts,  502 :  General  Court  as- 
sembles at,  DJi ;  Day  taken  to, 
511 ;  circular  letter  from,  522  ; 
stage  liuf*  to,  555.  a5ii;  danc- 
ing in.  562;  new  treaty  op- 
posed, ofifi ;  mentioned,  12^  27. 
48i49,52,58,59,62,63,  65^79, 
^  95;  108,  no,  118,  note,  119^ 
181.  122,  137,  140,  142, 143.  156. 
158,  VTT,  182^  274,  27S,  284, 
344,  5?^  380,  ML  41^  430,  440, 
467,  500,  558;  539.  544.  572. 585. 
5B2: 

Boston  Evening  Post,  cited,  536. 

Boston  Weekly  News  Letter,  quo- 
ted. 54,  not©  L  62,  63,note, 
64,  75,  76,  not©  L 

Bow^iu,  James,  Lie\itenant-Gt)v- 
emor,  438  ;  denounces  the 
mob,  and  assembles  the  legis- 


BRIDOHAN. 

lature,  invokes  aid  of 

militia,  491,  497^  orders 
arrest  of  insurgent  leaders, 
4flfi  ;  receives  account  of  fight 
at  Springfield  arsenal,  505,  506. 

Brackott,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fill. 

Braddock.  Gen.  Edward,  expedi- 
tion of.  SM;  death  of,  287 ; 
referred  to,  243. 

Biudford,  Robert,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  filL 

Bradstreet,  Col.  John,  captures 
Fort  Frontenac.  805. 

Brattleboro,  blockhouse  al,  20; 
I        stage  line  to,  555. 
j  Breck,  Col.  John,  first  postmaster, 
552;  in  Shays  Rebellion,  632, 

i  m 

i  Breck,  Rev,  John,  installed  at 
Springfield,  175,  m ;  referred 
to,aM. 

Breck,  Jo.  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
eai;  in~StiaTs  Rebellion,  632. 

Breck,  Robert,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filL 

Breck,  Robert,  trip  to  Boston,  50, 
note  1 ;  buys  old  court-house, 
88,  note,  817;  trader,  328; 
Corainittee  oF  Correspondence, 
^349 ;  Inspection  and  Safety, 
354,  400  ;  clerk,  3M ;  commit- 
tee on  supplies,  llili ;  commit- 
tee to  consider  constitution, 
428 ;  interested  in  school  for 
girls,  ila;  a^ks  permission  to 
build  school- house,  llfi  ;  clerk 
of  courts,  488 ;  member  of 
committee  on  canal,  iiifi ;  re- 
ferred to,  425,  557. 

Breck,  Rev.  Robert,  member  of 
council,  222.  vote,  2211 ;  right 
hand  of  fellowship,  241. 

Breck,  Samuel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fil3 ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
fi32 ;  serg't,  ib. 

Breck,  Samuel,  warned  out  of 
town,  533. 

Breck  &  Hunt,  contract  with  town 
to  provide  ammunition,  358, 
322. 

Breck,  Robert  &  Son,  557. 
Breck,  Shepbard  &  Clark,  527. 
note. 

Brewer,  Barzillai,  death  of,  SSfi; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  617. 

Brewer.  Bildad,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  618. 

Bridgnian,  Clark,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, ti33. 
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BRIDGMAN. 

Bridgnian,  Elisha,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  61  ft 
Bridgman,  Eraetus,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  (Hfi. 

Bridgman,  Israel,  in  Sbays  Rebel- 
lion, 632 ;  in  Capt.  liusaell's 
company,  ib, 

Bridgman,  Jolin,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  IM ;  in 
Seven  Years*  War,  61L 

Bridgman,  Noah,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  IM  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  <>1H. 

Bridgman,  Orlando,  released  from 
poll-tax,  nil;  receives  ixirfeion  of 
additional  grant,  185;  in  Father 
Rale's  War,  QQH  ;  in  service  af- 
ter fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Bridgman,  S.  E.,  referred  to,  108, 
557. 

Bridgman,  Thomas,  buys  Haw- 
ley's  home  lot,  ;  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  Qiia. 

BriggH,  John,  referred  to,  1Q!L 

Briggs,  Zadock,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  Slfi. 

Bristol  County,  484 ;  militia  in, 
prevents  the  stopping  of  the 
court,  ^&D;  mob  expects  re- 
inforcements from.  4a7. 

Brookfield,  Col.  Dwight  in,  12Q ; 
smallpox  in.  iiilD  ;  officers  meet 
at,  ;  soldiers  march  to,  iiM ; 
home  of  Shays,  iS2 :  no  bells 
in,tb. ;  mentioned,  99,  114, 143, 
159,  161,  169.  399.  491,  535. 
57ti,  note. 

Brooks.  Gen.,  in  command  ot  mi- 
litia, 6Q0. 

Brooks,  mows  Shepherd's  Island, 
303. 

Brooks,  Nathan,  Revolutionary 

soldier.  QlS. 

Bronghton,  William,  prisoner ,868^ 
petitions  for  parole,  370. 

Brown,  Ebenezer,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, emL 

Brown.  Elisha,  bam  shingled,  i22 ; 
killed,  ib. ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fiia. 

Brown,  Hnldah,  marries  William 
Butler,  im. 

Brown,  John,  killed,  5M ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier, 

Brown,  Major  John,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  fill ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  filiL 

Brown,  Major  John,  sent  to  Can- 
ada, aiiii ;  daughter  marries 
William  Butler,  fm 


BUST. 

Brown,  Rufus,  2fiQ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War  fill ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  618. 

Brown,  Silas,  Ensign,  882;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  filH. 

Browning,  Thomas,  prisoner,  B6R. 

Bruce,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Brunswick,  town  burned  by  In- 
dians, IL 

Bndd.  Mr.,  prisoner,  m,  B68,  m 

Buell,  Rev.  Samuel,  evangelist, 
199  and  note  ti;  preaches  in 
Northampton,  199.  2iKL 

Buffington,  Capt.  Samuel,  aid  to 
Gen.  Shepherd,  505,  506 :  sent 
to  Vermont  to  arrest  rebels, 
514. 

Bugbee,  William,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  (ilS. 

Bulkley,  John,  legal  opinion  so- 
licited from,  Ml 

Bull,  Partridge,  in  service  after 

fall  of  Louisburg. 
'  Bullard,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filS* 

Bunker  Hill,  battle  of.  361,  365, 
Sfifi ;  mentioned,  880,  32il 

Bnrges.s,  Edward,  prisoner,  SiiiL 

Burgoyne,  Oen.  John,  captures 
riconderoga  and  reaches  Sara- 
toga, 40Jj  4fla ;  retreat  of ,  404 ; 
prisoner,  ib.;  referred  to,  405. 

Burk,  Elisha,  in  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, 146. 

Burk,  Oapt.  John,  220 ;  commands 
regiment,  225  ;  frontier  poets, 
298. 

Burk.  Justus,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  fill ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filfi. 

Burk,  Seth,  enlists  for  three 

months,  ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filfi. 

Bums,  Patrick,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, Slfi. 

Burr,  Aaron,  President,  referred 
to,  23fL 

Burroughs.  Stephen,  33L 

Burt,  David,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  1S2 ;  in  ser- 
vice after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
fifil ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
filfi. 

Burt,  Ebenezer,  bone  broken,  21 ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 

grant,  iSk 
Burt,  Edward,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
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BUBT. 

Bxirt,  Eleazar,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  131 ;  referred 
to,  OIL 

Burt,  Elisba.  in  Ely  Insurrection, 

Oai  ;  in  Shays  Rebellion,  632. 

Burt,  Elkanah.  in  Loiiisburg  ex- 
pe^lition,  120,  im ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  618. 

Burt,  Gains,  in  Shays  Kebellion, 

m 

Burt,  Col.  Gideon,  purstieR  the 
mob,  452 ;  receives  thanks  of 
Q«neral  Conrt.  4fi,l. 

Burt,  Henry,  itevolntionary  see- 
dier, 618. 

Bart,  Joel,  Revolutionary  soldier, 
ftia ;  in  Ely  Insurrection,  fi3i ; 
in  Shays  Rebellion,  fiBS ;  Cor- 
poral, ib. 

Burt,  Jonathan,  buys  homestead 
of  Thomas  Porter,  82;  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 
grant,  IM. 

Burt,  Joseph,  arrested  for  mali- 
cious mischief,  :^t5. 

Burt,  Joseph,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  Ifil ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  aiL 

Burt,  Noah,  on  duty  at  South- 
ampton, Mfi ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  OIL 

Burt,  Oliver,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
611. 

Burt,  Samuel,  Indians  at  his  home, 

163  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  190. 

Burt,  Thomas,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187. 

Butler.  Daniel,  store  on  Pleasant 
Street,  4H2  :  paper-mill,  522. 

Bntler,  David,  referred  to,  ML 

Butler,  Simeon,  postmaster,  557. 

Butler,  Capt.  Walter,  sent  to  re- 
lief of  Hampshire  towns,  2L 

Butler,  William,  editor,  mi ;  birth 
of,  48Li  office  of,  48L  482; 
marriage  of,  itS2 ;  sends  to 
Springfield  for  news,  ib. ;  in- 
dicted for  traveling  on  the 
Sabbath,  482.  ^ ;  establishes 
paper-mill,  481 ,  note,  52(L 

Butts  Tavern,  ML 

Cade,  John,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
611. 

Gaboon,  Samuel,  in  service  after 
fall  of  LoTiisburg,  GOTj  m 
Seven  Years'  War,  tLLL 

Calder,  William,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  MS. 


OABLETON. 

Call,  Adj.  Amos,  killed, 

Call,  Samuel,  referred  to,  507. 

Cambridge.  General  Court  remov- 
ed to,  MQ;  Provincial  Con- 
gress held  in,  353.  3/>6  :  min- 
ute-men at,  3fil ;  Arnold  at, 
364;  Pomeroy  at,  866 ;  bar- 
racks removed  from,  3M ;  con- 
vention at,  42fi;  court  pro- 
tected, 495,  401 ;  mentioned, 
53.  378.  5557  m 

Canada,  encourages  Abenaki's  to 
war,  1 5-1 8  ;  Dickinson  car- 
ried to,  iS. ;  indiauB  from,  start 
for  frontier  towns,  M;  em- 
bassy sent  to,  28  :  troops  cap- 
ture Canseau,  1113  ;  How  taken 
to,  llii;  prisoners  carried  to, 
148,  m  24^  250 :  invasion  of, 
U^,  150.  159j  Indians  and 
French  from,  154.  155 ;  war 
parties  from,  15S ;  party  from, 
attack  Fort  Massitchusetts, 
im. ;  conquest  of,  296i  298.  ; 
endeavor  to  enlist,  a«  ally,  iifiS ; 
e^roedition  against,  re- 
inforcement for  army  in,  380. 

;  soldiers  for,  386; 
American  troops  driven  from, 
388.  400  ;  excites  Indians,  IKil ; 
mentioned,  21,  22,  23,  37,  29^ 
30,  65,  89,  m,  m,  152,  MI 
IGC).  168.  169.  170^  ITL  172,  24^ 
36,5,  266.  2877  289,  293,  384,  m 

Canals,  on  C<innecticut  River,  574, 
576 :  at  South  Hadley  Falls 
and  Turners  Falls,  Qlfi ;  char- 
ter modified,  512;  building 
and  mode  of  passing,  577.  518 ; 
celebration  at  opening,  578 ; 
trouble  over  dam,  578-580 ; 
improved,  581;  new  dam  built, 
ib. ;  one  built  at  Williman- 
sett,  582. 

Canseau,  captured  by  French,  103;  . 
fleet  for  Louisbnrg  at  anchor 
at,  115,  122 ;  sets  ^ail  from, 
116,  125  :  harlx)r  of.  121;  men- 
tioned, 1^  138,  140,  143. 

Cape  Breton,  troops  landed  on,  116. 
117. 125 ;  ice  in  harbor  of,  12^ ; 
troops  at, observe  King's  ascen- 
sion, 1^;  recession  of,  IM; 
mentioned,  118,  note,  121,  188, 
144. 

Carleton,  Gen.  Q-uv,  at  Quebec, 
377  ;  occupies  Crown  Point, 
400 ;  retires  to  winter  quar- 
ters, tb. ;  sends  men  to  raid 
Connecticnt  towns,  42iL 
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CARHIDA. 

Carmida,  Capt.  David,  122. 

Carrol,  Samuel,  in  Louisbnrg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Carthew,  Mr.,  SliL 

Caswell,  Joseph,  Hevolntionary 
soldier,  6tS- 

Catholic  Church,  mentioned,  109. 
818.  note. 

Catholics,  589^  ^ 

Catlin,  Capt.  Seth.  2^;  a  tory, 
347.  and  note  1, 

Carver,  Corp.  Jonathan,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  filL 

CeUey,  Levi,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filiL 

Chace,  Martin,  prisoner,  368. 

Chiimberlaiu,  Nathaniel,  wound- 
ed, 1E2 ;  in  Louisburg  expedi- 
tion, liiL 

Chamblee,  asO,  3fiiL 

Champion,  Col.  Henry,  839,  note  S± 

Champion,  Rev.  Judah,  invited  to 
settle  but  declines,  289,  and 
note  ;  referred  to,  240. 

Chandler,  Capt.  Thomas,  com- 
mands company  at  Louisburg, 
1 14.  US  ;  sends  men  on  scout- 
ing expedition,  liiL 

Chapin,  Capt.,  commands  com- 
pany near  Quebec,  282;  col- 
onel, 

Chapin,  Capt.  Elisha,  killed,  288. 

Chapin,  Enoch,  company  at 
Springfield,  41L. 

Chapm,  Capt.  Israel.  com- 
mands regiment  for  Quebec, 
SSQ  ;  itinerary  of,  881  ■H84  ;  at 
Albany,  413. 

Chapen,  Samuel,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146. 

Chapman,  David,  414 :  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  618. 

Chapman,  Willet,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  018. 

Charlemont,  fortified,  lii5 ;  sol- 
diers stationed  at,  2d0^  2fid; 
road  to  Albany  through,  858, 
note  ;  mentioned,  149,  34fl. 

Charleetown,  Mass.,  ordmation  at, 
248.  note;  relief  for,  343; 
burned.  sAl :  swejit  by  Brit- 
ish, '6M  ;  stage  to,  lioS  ;  men- 
tioned, 153. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  British  in,  close- 
ly guarded,  444;  mentioned, 
21.  note  2. 

Chaflestown,  Vt..  fortified,  105;  at- 
tack on  Fort  No.  4  rcpuleed, 
153  :  men  attacked,  ISli ;  nine 
persons  from,  carried  to  Can- 


CHUECH. 

ada,  245  ;  Indians  at,  288^  222 ; 

mentioned,  154,  159.  315. 
Chatham,  Samuel,  in  Seven  Years' 

War,  filL 
Channey.  Charles,  signature,  3<)9. 
Chauncey,  Rev.  Isaac,  referred  to, 

43,  note. 

Chauncey.  Rev.  Israel,  cnlleagne 
pastor  to  Mr.  Stoddard,  43,  and 
note. 

Chester.  Prudence,  177- 

Che.sterfield,  soldiers  from,  355; 
questions  legality  of  commis* 
siou  of  George  III.,  389^  390; 
inoculation  in,  408 ;  letters  for, 
552  ;  mentioned,  362i  383.  386. 
443. 

Cheverus,  Cardinal,  589 ;  at  North- 
ampton, 590-592  ;  preaches  ser- 
mon, 5k> ;  birth,  591.  note  ; 
referred  to,  522. 

Chicopee,  insurgents  at,  504.  tSSH ; 
mentioned,  887,  note,  582» 

Chidester,  Jamep,  killed.  288. 

Chidester,  Serg't  William,  killed, 
288. 

Child.  Samuel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  fill. 

Chillson,  Elihu,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Chilson,  Joseph,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fil8. 

Choate,  William,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  618. 

Christie,  Capt.,  29L 

Church,  Nathaniel  Jr.,  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Church.  Stoddardeanism  in 
Hampshire  County  churches, 
58;  repudiates  Mr.  Edwards' 
views,  204.  2iJ5  ;  asks  for  pre- 
<dnct  meeting,  205;  meeting 
called,  209,  210  ;  refuses  to  ac- 
cept report,  ;LL1 ;  votes  not  to 
celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper, 
211,  214:  proposes  advisory 
council  of  Hampshire  County 
churches,  211,  212 ;  asks  for 
coimcil  of  five  churches  to  set- 
tle the  dispute,  213,  214 ;  de- 
cision  of  eouncD,  815,  21fi ; 
adjourned  meeting,  217 ;  seeks 
advice  of  Hampshire  Associa- 
tion of  Ministers,  21S ;  stormy 
meeting,  2ia ;  discusses  ad- 
vice of  lower  asBociation, 
220;  yields  to  Mr.  Edwards' 
request,  221 ;  calls  a  mutual 
council,  221^  222 ;  meeting  of 
council,  222-224  ;  rem  on- 
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CHURCH. 

stranceB  against  forming  new 
cliurch,  222. ;  vote  of,  233,  234; 
the  aggrieved  brethren,  238, 
and  note. 

Chnrch  music.  529^  53IL 

Claflin.  Abner,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Claflin,  Joshua,  signs  petition  for 
Westhauipton,  333. 

Clap,  Aaron,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  lM< 

Clapp,  Aaron,  Kevolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Clapp,  Abnor,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  filL 

Clap,  Amasa,  signs  militia  com- 
pany agreement,  375. 

Clap,  Asahel,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186 ;  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection,  353 ; 
lieutenant,  'iMili;  signs  paper 
renouncing  British  authority, 
lb.;  Revolutionary  soldier,  618; 
referred  to,  383. 

Clapp,  Serg't  Asahel  Jr.,  Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  01 H. 

dap,  Azariah,  Itevolutionary  sol- 
dier, 618. 

Clap,  Benjamin,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  OIL 

Clapp.  Chester,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fiJiL 

Clapp,  Ebenezer,  at  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts, 154 ;  builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  156 ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  601 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  61S^ 

Clapp,  Eliakim,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  018. 

Clap,  Elijah,  in  Hawley*8  com- 
pany, 609. 

Clapp,  Eliphaz,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  155 ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  QIK 

Clapp,  Elisha,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, &1K 

Clap,  Capt.  EsstB,  marches  to  the 
relief  of  Fort  William  Henry, 

Cla^,  Israel,  in  Ely  Insurrection, 

Clapp,  Joel,  captured,  290;  in 
Hawley's  company,  609 ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  fill ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  61 8. 

Claj)p,  Ens.  John,  Sabbath  war- 
den, IQQ ;  ensign,  JM;  releas- 
ed from  poll-tax,  151 ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
186;  in  service  after  fall  of 


CLAPP. 

Loniabm^,  607 ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  fill ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  618. 

Clapp,  Jonathan,  buys  school 
lands,  ai ;  fort  built  at  house, 
IM;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  189:  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  61L 

Clapp,  Jonathan,  friend  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  234,  609 :  owns  one 
slave,  Committee  of  In- 
spection, 353 ;  captain,  355. 

;  chairman,  <i5^ ;  major, 
^ ;  Revolutionary  soldier. 

Clapp,  Joseph,  owns  one  slave, 
;  captain,  424.  ^ ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  618. 

Clapp,  Levi,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, iiia. 

Clapp,  Noah,  in  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, 145,  606  ;  sergeant  un- 
der Seth  Pomeroy,  iSl ;  at  No. 
4^  154j  at  FishMll,  434^  in 
service  aiter  fall  of  Louis- 
burg, 607;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filfi ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 


Clapp,  Ocran,  referred  to,  2lL 

Clapp,  Oliver,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fiia. 

Clapp,  Paul,  at  Quebec,  311 ;  pris- 
oner, 319;  reimbursed,  llil; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  618. 

Clapp,  Perez,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, aia. 

Clapp,  Capt.  Preserved,  commit- 
tee to  build  new  meeting- 
house, OS  ;  mount  built  near 
his  house,  IS&i ;  receives  por* 
tion  of  additional  grant.  185. 

Clapp,  EHder  Preserved,  home- 
stead. 4inote  ;  referred  to, 

Clapp,  Quartus,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  filiL 

Clapp,  Roger,  buys  school  lands, 
ttl ;  mount  at  his  house,  lOS ; 
in  service  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg, 601 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 619. 

Clapp,  Capt.  Roger,  released  from 
poll-tax,  132  ;  receives  ]>ortion 
of  additional  grant.  1B6 ; 
friend  of  Mr.  Edwards,  284. 
60H. 

Clapp,  Roger  Jr.,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  18iL 

Clapp,  Seig't  Samuel,  waits  on  Mr. 
Edwards,  to  Boston,  48;  allow- 
ance for  services,  50,  note  1 ; 
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released  from  poll-tax,  152 ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  1S6 ;  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  6(">7. 

Clap|i,  Samuel  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187. 

Clapp,  Seth,  notifies  the  hill  towns 
of  convention.  signs  mi- 
litia coTiipany  agreemt^nt,  lllii ; 
Revohitionary  soldier,  019. 

Clapp,  Seth,  rec^'ives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  1H<i. 

Clapp,  Simeon,  815 ;  lieutenant 
with  Wasliingfcoa,  ^ ;  three 
months'  man,  ib. ;  captain, 
400,  iQl;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dicr,  619. 

Clapp,  Simeon  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fil9. 

Clapp,  Solomon,  sick  at  Cham- 
blee,  3M;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, Qlfl. 

Clapp,  Stephen,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. (»19. 

Clapp,  Supply,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  Ifia ;  in  Haw- 
ley's  company,  6ii2 ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  611 ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  619. 

Clapp,  Timothy,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 

Clapp,  Warham,  mount  built  at 
h^  house,  ink. 

Clapp,  Wm.  R.,  referred  to,  lilft. 

Clark,  Aaron,  house  plundered, 
152  ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  190 ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  filL 

Clarke,  Aaron,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  61L 

Clark,  Abigail,  m 

Clark,  Abner,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filfl ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 

Clark,  Asahel,  chairman,  in 
Hawley's  company,  602;  in 

Seven  Years'  War.  Oil ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  019. 

Clark,  Benjamin,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  ISl ;  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence,  400; 
Revolutionary  st^idier,  61fl ;  in 
Ely  Insurrection,  631;  in 
Shays  Rebellion,  682 ;  in  Capt. 
"RusseH's  company,  ib. 

Clark,  Benjamin  Jr.,  in  Ely  In- 
surrection, 631. 

Clark,  Caleb,  receives  portion  of 
additionaJ  grant,  187- 


CLARK. 

Clark,  C.  N.,  referred  to,  m 
Clark,  Daniel,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  IHI ;  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  234i  608: 

Revolutionary  soldier,  619. 
Clark,  Darius,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 

Clark,  David,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 61fl, 

Clark,  Lieut.  Ebenezer,  committee 
to  build  new  meeting-house, 
6&;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  ISI ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  liiH  ; 
referred  to,  203.  note. 

Clark,  Ebenezer  8d,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  iiJiL 

Clark,  Ebenezer  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187; 
friend  of  Mr.  Edwards,  ~84. 
608 :  scliool  committee,  306  j 
referred  to,  107. 

Clark,  Eli,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 

m 

Clark,  Klliakim,  motmt  near  house, 
1!^ ;  receives  jwrtion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  ISS, 

Clark,  Eliakim,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 61fl. 

Clark,  Elihu,  Committee  of  In» 
spection,  33i3 ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  OIL 

Clark,  Elijah,  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, 34ft;  Inspection 
and  safety,  35i;  lieutenant, 
356 ;  committee  to  raise  sol- 
diers, 432 ;  Revolutionary  8f)l- 
dier.  619. 

Clark,  Elijah  Jr.,  in  Ely  Insntw 
rection.  6S1 ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 6!j2. 

Clark,  Elisha,  house  plundered, 
152 ;  killed  by  Indians,  155 ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant.  liilL 

Clark,  Enoch,  lieutenant  ot  mili- 
tia, 354;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, <iia. 

Clark,  Ephraphras,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  619. 

Clark,  Ezra,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  IM ;  tax, 
32&:  delegate,  Mk  ;  Commit- 
tee of  Inspection,  353,  3M; 
committee  to  settle  new  min- 
ister, 41fl :  ordination  commit- 
tee, 4M ;  request  refused,  425  ; 
RevoluHonary  soldier,  619. 

Clark.  Ezra  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  61ft. 
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Clark,  G^ad,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
611. 

dark,  G«rshom,  in  service  after 
fall  of  Lonisbnrg,  6Q2 ;  in 
Seven  Years*  War,  filL 

Clark,  Lieut.  Gideon,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  IM  ; 
committee  to  build  jail,  232 ; 
lieutenant  of  militia,  :?54, 355 ; 
a  tory,  313  ;  put  on  town  lim- 
its, 374:  clerk,  fi09j  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  fiili ;  referred 
to,  fillL 

Clark,  Giles,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, em 

Clark,  Increase,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  1S7:  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  2«4,  tHM ;  re- 
ferred to,  lOL  :^H)- 

Clark,  Isaac,  enlisted  for  three 
months.  Ml ;  loeses  of,  40fi  ; 
liovoliitionary  soldier,  fil9. 

Clark,  Israel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  QLL 

Clark,  Ithamar,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  iM;  re- 
ferred to,  107- 

Clark,  Ithamar  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  G19. 

Clark,  Jared,  in  Sbays  Rebellion, 
683.  638. 

Clar¥7Jared,  homestead,  608. 

Clark,  Jeliiel,  in  Hawley's  com- 
pany, 602. 

Clark,  tfob,  Revolationary  soldier, 
6ia. 

Clark,  ,Toel,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
<H  1 ;  Revolutionary  solduyMJ19. 

Clark,  Capt.  John,  comniittee  to 
build  meetinjr-hoTise,  tiii;  on 
committee  to  provide  attor- 
ney, '94j  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  1^ ;  in  ser- 
vice after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
WtL;  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
fill ;  referred  to,  545. 

Clark,  Dea.  John,  committee  to 
choose  colleague  pastor,  42. ;  in 
search  of  eanditlate,  42i  43 ; 
buys  land  on  Pancake  Plain, 
4fi ;  waits  on  Mr.  Edwards  to 
New  Haven,  4S ;  on  commit- 
tee to  confer  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 201 ;  referred  to,  GiiiL 

Clark,  John,  m 

Clark,  John  Jr,,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  mL 

Clark,  Jonas.  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 61S ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 

m 


CLABE. 

Clark,  Jonathan,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  ISfl;  at 
Concord.  431  ;  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  filL 

Clark,  Jonathan  Jr.,  Revolution- 
ary soldier, 

Clark,  Joseph,  heirs  receive  por- 
tion of  additional  arrant,  1  no. 

Clarke,  Joseph,  letter  of,  ;Mr)-;i48. 

Clarke,  Joseph,  prisoner,  H68. 

Clarke,  Joseph,  3Q^i ;  signs  militia 
company  agreement,  SIS ;  f ui> 
nishes  for  ordination,  420. ; 
treasurer,  Slili ;  erects  monu- 
ment to  Joseph  Hawley,  566. 
Ml :  defends  the  town,  545 ; 
Itevohitiouary  soldier,  619 ; 
referred  to,  585. 

Clark,  Ensign  Josiah,  buys  school 
lands,  ftl ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  131 :  warned 
of  trespasa,  3115 ;  Committee 
of  Inspection,  3M ;  Committee 
of  Correspondence,  MIQ. ;  com- 
mittee to  con.sider  the  new 
constitution,  428 ;  chairman, 
449;  delegate,  470 ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  "512;  referred 
to,  IQL 

Clark,  Josiah  Jr.,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  186; 

warned  of  trespass.  M5 ;  sleigh 
taken,  :j  1 5  ;  Committee  of  (Cor- 
respondence, ;  delegate, 
ib.;  committee  on  ordination, 
420. 

Clark,  Justus,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 61ft;  in  Elv  Insurrection, 
631 ;  in  Shays  Rebellion,  mi. 

Clark,  Lemuel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filfl- 

Clark,  Luther,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632,  633. 

Clark,  Lyman,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, oiiL 

Clark,  Martin,  Committee  of  In- 
spection, 353. 

Clark,  Matthew,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  619. 

Clarke,  Mcdad ,  signs  militia  com- 
p«uiy  agreement,  375  :  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  iUfi ;  in  Ely  In- 
surrection. 631. 

Clark,  Moses,  death  of,  'dM. 

Clark,  Moses,  mount  built  near  his 
home,  IM  ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  181;  referred 
to,  ML 

Clark.  Moses,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filfl. 
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dark,  Nathan,  Revolutionary  sol* 
dier,  ftl9* 

Clarlt,  Lient.  Nathatiiel,  248  ;  in- 
vestigates Higj^^ins'  story,  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  619. 

Clark,  Nathaniel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  ^arrant,  Ifl^- 

Clark,  Nathaniel  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187. 

Clark,  Noah,  on  committee  to  set- 
tle common  land  dispntes,  Q2  ; 
receives  |x>rtion  of  additional 
grant,  liSL 

Clark,  Noah  Jr.,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  iS5  ;  per- 
mitted to  retain  pew,  314. 

Clark,  Serg't  Noah,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  fill ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 610. 

Clark,  Obadiah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fiia. 

Clark,  Oliver,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fil^ 

Clark,  Paul,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, filfi ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
fiSL 

Clark.  Perez,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, Gl^ 

Clark,  Rev.  Peter,  asked  to  an- 
swer Mr.  Edwards'  book,  2M ; 
letter  from,  221L 

Clark,  Philip,  lived  in  Pascom- 
mnck.  89  :  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, aiiL 

Clark,  Phinehas,  R.evolutionary 
soldier,  619. 

Clark,  Rebecca,  m 

Clark,  Richard,  deserted,  383 ; 
death  of,  384 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier.  fiSlL 

Clark,  Russell,  at  Qnehec.  377; 
prisoner,  212 ;  reimbursed,  410; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  620; 
in  Ely  Insurrection,  ft.S1. 

Clarke,  Samuel,  death,  loss  of 
children,  101- 

Clarke,  Samuel,  SHfi. 

Clarke,  Samuel,  released  from  poll- 
tax,  liil ;  receivftB  portion  of 
additional  grant,  ;  saddler, 
328 ;  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisburg,  fifll;  referred  to, 
245- 

Clarke,  Major  Samnel,  with  Elisha 
Hawley,  2^ ;  with  the  army, 
221 ;  starts  for  home,  222 ; 
Committee  of  Correspondence, 
34fi  ;  captain,  ;  committee 
to  enlist  men,  ;  keeps  tav- 
ern, 44& ;  chau'man,       ;  del> 


ChASK. 

egate,  420 ;  court  at  his  tav- 
ern, 488 ;  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  602 ;  in  Seven 
Year.s'  War,  fill ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  fi2Q;  referred  to, 
MS. 

Clarke,  Sarah,  accused  of  reading 
immoral  books,  203,  note. 

Clark,  Sarah,  widow,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  182 ; 
referred  to,  1 07, 

Clark,  Selah.  deserted,  3S3 ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  62£L 

Clark,  Selali,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  IfifL 

Clark,  Seth,  in  Washington's 
army,  882 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, Q2SL 

Clark,  Seth.  receives  portion  of  ad- 
ditional grant,  187. 

Clark,  Silas,  at  Fort  Massachu- 
setts, IM. ;  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  QQl ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  62iL 

COiark,  Simeon,  friend  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 234r  SOS. 

Clark,  Solomon,  in  Washington's 
army,  382 ;  furnishes  for  ordi- 
nation dinner,  42li ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  Q2il ;  in  Ely  In- 
surrection, QM  ;  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, ib. 

Clark,  Serg't  Solomon,  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  62(L 

Clark,  Stephen,  died  in  service  at 
Louisburg,  1:^0,  BOB. 

Clark,  Stephen,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, Q2(L 

Clark,  Thomas,  losses,  4Qfi ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  620 ;  in 
Shays  Rebellion,  632. 

Clark,  Timothy,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  186. 

Clark,  William,  anecdote  of,  384, 
note  1 ;  furnishes  for  ordina- 
tion dinner,  121! ;  friend  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  608. 

Clark,  William,  carries  on  paper- 
mill,  526. 
Clark,  William,  death  of,  383. 
Clark,  William,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 120,  fiOfi;  in  Father 
R&le's  War,  filia ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Lonisbiorg,  (>()7. 
Clark,  William,  narrative,  4M; 
Revolutionary  soldier,   62Q ; 
in  Ely  Insurrection.  SEl ;  in 
Shays  Rebellion,  63L  ^ 
Clarke,  William  Sr.,  referred  to, 
101.  120. 
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Clark,  William,  hanged,  51fi. 

Clark,  Zenas,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62(L 

Clark's  Antiquities,  Historicals 
and  Gradnates  of  Northamp- 
ton, quoted,  BfW- 

ClaveracK  Tour,  428.  12i;  men- 
tioned, m 

Clegg.  Joseph,  prisoner, 

Clement,  Jacob,  279. 

Clessou,  Serg't  Joseith,  on  sfoiit- 
ing  exp^ition,  i33j  21} ;  re- 
ceives pay  for  losses,  29j  in 
command  of  men  on  guard 
duty,  111 ;  in  Father  Rillu's 
War,  miL 

Clesson,  Lieut.  Matthew,  sent 
after  French  and  Indian 
forces.  154. 

Oessons,  Samuel,  IDI ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant,188. 

Clinton,  Q-ov.  George,  sends  pro- 
visions for  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, lliL 

Oiinton,  Sir  Henry,  at  New  York, 

Clothing,  men's,  10^  llj  women's 
garments,  12.  13. 

dough,  James,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  61L 

Coates,  Edward,  released  from 
poll-tax,  151 ;  receives  portion 
of  additioniil  grant.  IM ;  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
fi07. 

Coats,  Elijah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, m 

Coats,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fi2iL 

Coats,  Stex>hen,  wife's  service  at 
ordination  dinner,  42ft;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  (ill ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  620. 

Coffin,  Thomas,  prisoner,  368. 

Colchester,  barracks  at,  SSI ;  men- 
tioned, 129,  382. 

Cole,  Barnabas,  in  Revolutionary 
War,  m. 

Cole,  Col.,  in  Bloody  Morning 
Scout,  2HL 

Cole,  Thomas,  a81L 

Coleman,  Samuel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  630. 

Coleman,  William,  appointed  to 
draft  petition,  r»70. 

Colfax,  Phinehae,  on  duty  at 
Southampton,  246 ;  in  Haw- 
ley's  company,  609. 

Collins,  Edward',  delegate,  832; 
vote,  228. 


CONNECTICUT  RIVER. 

Collins,  James,  prisoner,  2fi& 
CoUis,  Christopher,  surveys  for 

canals,  576. 
Colrain,  line  of  forts  from,  IM; 

fortified,  105 ;  men  killed  at, 

147.  155:  rnSTans  at,  295_,  296; 

garrisoned,        :  mentioned, 

104,514. 

Colten,  Lieut.  Seth,  at  Spring- 
field, 4M. 

Colton,  Alpheus,  sentenced,  514. 
515. 

Colton,  Thomas,  killed  by  Indians, 

2iL 

Commons,  controversy  about,  le- 
gal advice  sought,  93,  M  ;  set- 
tled for  ten  years,  115 ;  again 
in  dispute,  95,  2f5 ;  settled,  ilL 

Concord.  Provincial  CongreBS  held 
in,  352  ,  353,  356.  ^  ;  first  bat- 
tle in,  S53 ;  minute-men  arrive 
at,  360,  Ml ;  convention,  430. 
4jil ;  militia  to  protect  the 
court,  489,  490;  insurgents 
break  faith  and  stop  the  courts, 
4M  ;  mob  gathers  at,  497. 

Congregational  Quarterly,  quoted, 
596,  597. 

Congress,  Continental,  332 ;  grants 

pay  for  prisoners,  310 ;  pro- 
vides for  organization  of  Con- 
tinental army,  MZ ;  system  of 
confe<leration,  416 ;  memorial 
to,  56L  SIO  :  meulToned,  540. 

Congress,  Provincial,  formed.  351, 
;  second  session  at  C'am- 
bridge,  256 ;  other  meetings, 
351 ;  makes  requisition  for 
supplies  for  the  army,  391 ; 
attempts  to  regulate  prices, 
43Q  ;  mentioned,  51fl  ;  Journal 
of,  cited,  345. 

Connecticut  troops  at  Northfield, 
IS;  reinforcements  from,  24, 
157,  158 ;  furnishes  men  for 
Louisburg  expedition,  113, 124, 
137,  143 ;  refuses  to  interfere 
m  ItfrT^Breck's  trial,  12fi ; 
troops  at  Fort  Edward,  253 ; 
at  Crown  Point,  264 ;  emi- 
grants from,  345 ;  troops  for 
invasion  of  Canada,  iilfi;  sol- 
diers .sent  to,  ii81 ;  British  raid, 
423 :  mentioned,  39,  42^  48^ 
note,  44i  note,  58,  W,  ^  150, 
170,  5^  287,         note,  m, 

863,  m;  366,  m:  note,  m, 

Connecticut  River,  4j  towns,  11, 
Ilk;  scouts  sent  up,  11;  In- 
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dians  on,  2S  ;  soldiers  drowned 
in  croasiug,  2ii ;  forte  repaired, 
249  ;  island  in,  ;  boundary, 
{j'iV) ;  clay  on  banks,  iiiili ;  great 
water-way,  574  57.') ;  proprie- 
tors of  locks  and  canals  on,  in- 
corporated, 52fi;  much  sick- 
ness canBed  by  water  setting 
back,  578-580 ;  canal  built  at 
Williuiansett.  ;  mentioned, 
20.  95,  OIL  155,  362,  3IL 
Continental  Army,  organization 
of.  ^  ;  soldiers  raised  to  re- 
inforce, 422,  Ml ;  drafting  for, 
441. 

Conventiong,  state  convention  call- 
ed, d2ti ;  its  seiisions,  426^  i21 ; 
to  regnlate  prices,  431 ;  the 
order  of  the  day,  152 ;  in 
Hampshire  County,  ib. ;  at 
Hadley,  453  ;  at  Hatfield,  454^ 
466.  470,  478,  486j  in  'M- 
ferent  towns,  -lea,  16^  ;  rapid- 
ity of,  484.  JM;  result  of.  at 
HatfieldTlHI;  in  Lenox,  41Mi; 
in  Worcester,  4ii5  ;  at  Hattield 
and  Hadley,  4M;  lose  their 
hold  npon  the  people,  500. 

Conway,  votes  against  session  of 
court,  8911;  Ely  from,  455^ 
note  ;  gathering  to  meet  com- 
mittee at,  iS& ;  mentioned,  488, 
454,  457,  4ftO. 

Cook,  Capt.  Aaron,  referred  to. 

Cook,  Aaron,  committee  to  settle 
new  minister,  41fl ;  ordination 

committee,  420. 
Cooke,  iVsahel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62(1 ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631. 

Cook,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62fi ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 

Cook,  Elisha,  furnishes  for  ordi- 
nation dinner,  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  62il  j  m  Ely  In- 
surrection, fi31. 

Cook,  Elisha  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fiM ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, fi3L 

Cook,  Joseph,  in  expedition  against 
Louisburg,  120.  liUfi ;  ensign, 
35^;  lieutenant,  ;  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence,  In- 
spection and  Safety,  400 ;  en- 
lists soldiers,  413;  ordination 
dinner,  420  ;  captain,  428  ; 
committee  to  consider  new 
constitution,  428 ;  captain  of 
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militia,  442;  ordered  to  pro- 
cure beef,  445 ;  chairman, 
449 :  interested  in  new  school 
for  girls,  415  ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  (lOI ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  fill ;  Rev- 
olutionary  soldier,  620. 

Cook.  Capt.  Joseph,  jail  keeper, 
359,  360,  511 ;  roughly  handled 
by  insurgents,  518 ;  death,  ib. 

Cooke,  Justin,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fML 

Cooke,  Justus,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Cook,  Moses,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Cook,  Dea.  Noah,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  ISl ;  on 
committee  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Edwards,  207. 

Cook,  Noah,  narrative,  ;^>50-B62  ;  ac- 
count of  march  to  Canada, 
381-884  :  re-enlists,  3H4j  Kev- 
olutionary  soldier,  620. 

Cook,  War  bain,  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631. 

Cooley,  Ariel,  supervises  change 
in  dam,  581 ;  builds  &hway, 
ib. ;  death  of,  ib» 

Cooley,  Martin,  at  South  Hadley, 
502. 

Coombs,  David,  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  605. 

Coombs,  conveys  Arnold  to  Vul- 
ture, 423. 

Coomb's  Mill  Place,  40^. 

Coots,  Ariah,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632,  638. 

Corlet,  Master,  referred  to,  5iL 

Corliss,  David,  in  Seven  Years* 
War,  OIL 

Comwallis,  Lord  Charles,  surren- 
der of,  448^  UL 

Corse,  Ebenezer,  receives  portion 
of  a<lditional  grant.  ISH ;  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  fiOa. 

Corse  Keuben,  attacked  by  In- 
dians, 26,  22. 

Corss,  Ebenezer,  on  guard  duty, 

aL 

Councillors,  Mandamus,  344. 

Couriers,  official  communication 
made  by,  25. 

Court,  Coimty.  First  h(ni6e  built, 
82  ;  its  cost,  87^  Sfi ;  the  build- 
ing, 88,  note ;  aid  invoked, 
225 ;  proposition  to  build 
Court-House  brought  before, 
312 ;  change  in  sessions  of,  331 ; 
to  be  stopped,  845-848 ;  mob 
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endeavors  to  stop,  454-456  ;  site 
of  house.  615.  QljB ;  mentioned, 
171.  218.  47n,  m 
Court,  General,  orders  men  to 
Northfield,  19j  orders  meet- 
ing of  Reforming  Sjnod  "  at 
Boston,  5fi ;  orders  survey  of 
township,  SS  ;  makes  prex>ara- 
tions  for  war,  1Q2  ;  expedition 
to  Louisburg  sanctioned,  112, 
118  ;  Hooker's  petition  to,  TTF. 
note;  Strong's  petition,  L2il; 
grant  to  (Jul.  Stoddard.  Ill; 
grants  land  to  Northampton, 
188 ;  petitioned  to  divide 
Hampshire  County,  311,  312, 
313 ;  ordered  to  rescmd  its 
anti-importation  resolutions, 
32&;  prorogued,  ib.i  petition 
to  change  .ses.sion.s  of  County 
Courts  granted,  Ml ;  grants 
Pascommuck's  petition.  iiiiS ; 
removed  to  Cambridge,  Mil; 
reBolutionB,  Ml ;  session  at 
Salem  dissolved,  ;  jjetitions 
for  aid  for  Boston,  MB ;  pro- 
tests against  obnoxious  laws, 
8M;  Provincial  Oongret^s  as- 
sumes duties  of,  352;  again 
established,  357,  358 ;  Lang- 
ford's  petition  to,  362.  note; 
proceeaings  of  the  Congre.ss 
sent  to,  3M;  adopts  a  consti- 
tution for  the  State,  39^  'Mi  ; 
raises  Continental  troops.  Ml ; 
orders  soldiers  to  Ticondero- 
ga,  400 ;  provides  for  soldiers' 
families,  4m.  A21  \  West- 
hamptou's  petition,  417,  118; 
i&sues  i)recepts  for  choice  of 
delegates,  4 '^6,  421 ;  attempts 
to  prevent  monopoly  and  op- 
pression, 4SQ ;  calls  for  men, 
481 ;  new  constitiation  adopted 
by,  4M.',  plan  for  drafting  de- 
vised by.  Ml ;  fixes  prices, 
445 ;  attempt  to  suspend  judg- 
ment against  debtors.  448 ; 
"  Tender  Act."  451,  IfiS ;  peti- 
tion to  be  sent  to,  iC){)\  votes  pay 
to  soldiers,  463 :  Northampton's 
petition  to,  413 :  asked  to  di- 
vide Hampshire  County,  422 ; 
attempts  to  bring  about  a  bet- 
ter state  of  affaire,  495,  496 ; 
orders  arrest  of  insurgents, 
496 :  ai)proves  Governor's 
measures  and  orders  out  more 
troops,  513:  orders  map  of 
every  town,  565 ;  petitioned 
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against  dam,  ;  mentioned, 
168,  167,  174,  176.177.  194.804. 
326,  5^  896.  398.  416.  425.  428. 
.  jjg,  450.  454.  155,  170.  471,  478, 
m,  485,  486,  487,  49iL  500,  502, 
505.  511.  5TT  ML 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  applied  to.  for  instruc- 
tions about  new  Court- House, 
87,  2ia ;  meeting  of,  3M  ;  ap- 
points committee  to  build  jail, 
^6;  course  approved,  30t>;  tries 
Seth  Lyman,  ^ ;  insurgents 
vote  against,  454.  482  ;  conven- 
ed ,456;  session  opposed  by  mob, 
IfiS  :  Wm.  Butler  tried.  432; 
meets  in  Northampton,  488:  at 
Concord,  4M  ;  stopped  at  Wor- 
cester, IM;  removal  of,  de- 
manded, oiU  ;  court  at  Spring- 
field stopped,  ib,;  mentioned, 
389. 

Court,  Supreme  Jndicial,  threat- 
ened by  the  mob,  liu ;  pro- 
tfjcted,  49^^-498  ;  refuses  Sbays 
demands,  493;  meets  in  North- 
ampton to  try  insurgents,  514; 
8i)ecial  sessions,  B18. 

Courtis,  Samuel,  receives  iwrtion 
of  additional  grant,  1  H.S. 

Cowen,  David,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

Cox,  Benjamin,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, Q21L 

Cox,  Gad,  in  Lottisburg  expedi- 
tion, lift. 

Crafts,  Col,,  .sent  in  pursuit  of 
Luddington,  509. 

Craige,  Thomas,  signs  militia 
company  agreement,  315  ;  in 
WaMiington's  anny,  SHI ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  (120. 

Orevey,  Daniel,  in  Seven  Years' 
war,  (ill. 

Crocker,  Daniel,  Hevolutionary 
soldier,  620. 

Crowfoot,  Ebenezer,  in  Hawley's 
company,  fi09. 

Crowly,  Darbe,  in  expedition 
against  Loui.sburg,  US;  in 
Col.  Pomeroy's  division,  184, 
146. 

Crown  Point,  Gov.  Shirley  pro- 
poses an  attack  upon,  llQ;  M. 
Vaudrenil  sent  to  protect,  IM ; 
Indians  killed  neai-,  159 ;  ex- 
pedition against,  344,  250,  252; 
Capt.  Hawley's  journal,  2.54- 
258 ;  Col.  Pomeroy's  journal, 
260-280 ;  another  movement 
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against,  281 ;  abandoned, 
fallen,  297;  capttire  of,  868- 
365.  880  ;  Gen.  Carleton  at, 

4M;  mentioned,  83,  UO.  MS, 
2o9.  272,  275.  886,288,  293.^81. 
583. 

Onmrnington,  votes  against  ses- 
sion of  the  conrt,  890 ;  men- 
tioned, 355. 

Cummins,  Capt.  Jacob,  starts 
with  relief  for  Fort  William 
Henry,  SM. 

Curson,  Isaac,  schoolmaster,  dTfi ; 
tanght  two  years,  476^  i22; 
referred  to,  3^ 

Cnrtice,  Nathaniel,  buys  land  of 
town,  4fi ;  examines  other 
meeting-houses,  68. 

Cnrtis,  Nathaniel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  184. 

Curtiss.  Zacheriah,  Bevolutionary 
soldier,  620. 

Cnshing,  Caleb,  signature, 

Cnsbing,  Judge,  348. 

Cashing,  Thomas,  in  legislature, 
589.  note. 

Cntler,  Rev.  Manasseh,  pnrchases 
land,  5r>0. 

Cutler,  G-en.,  lived  at  Brookfield, 

Dada,  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  620. 

Dada,  William,  death  of,  882; 
Revolutionary  soldier.  620. 

Dady,  Nathaniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  ML 

Damon,  Peter,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Dana,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 020. 

Dancing,  561,  562,  and  note. 

Dailey,  Domimc,  trial  of,  aSft ;  ex- 
ecution, 5112. 

Danielson,  Covp.  Jno.,  H82. 

Dauielaon,  Bng.-Gen.  Timothy, 
chairman,  MS;  orders  men 
raised  for  Horse  Neck,  887 ; 
councillor,  4;SS. 

Danks,  Asahel,  in  Seven  Years* 
War,  611 :  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Danks,  Asahel,  ^ells  homestead, 

aafi. 

Danks,  Benoni,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189. 

Danks,  Eli,  death  of,  SSft;  Bevolu- 
tionary soldier,  620. 

Panla»,  Eliakim,  Revolutionary 
poidi^r, 


DAY. 

Danks,  Ephraim.  receive  portion 
of  adaitional  grant,  189. 

DankB,  Ephraim  Jr.,  Revolution- 
ary 8oldier,  620. 

Danks,  Robert,  first  home  lot  of, 
•duL 

Danks,  Robert,  released  from  poll- 
tax,  1^  ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  iJjli;  in  ser- 
vice after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607. 

Danks.  Samuel,  in  Seven  Years* 
War,  fill;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Danks,  Samuel,  receives  portion 

of  additional  ffrant.  190. 

Danks,  Zadoc,  at  Port  ^lo.  IM ; 
builds  fort  at  Easthampton, 
15fi ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  IHQ ;  owns  one 
ne^ro,  328 ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  602  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  620. 

Danks'  Pond,  mentioned,  QL 

Darby,  David,  drummer,  150 ;  in 
service  after  the  fall  of  Louis- 
burg. 607. 

Dartmouth  College,  555. 

Davenson,  Josiah,  in  Louisburg 
expedition,  lAlL 

Davis,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 620. 

Davis,  Capt.  Simeon,  commands 
company  against  Crown 
Point,  232. 

Davis.  William,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  r>20. 

Day,  Capt.  Benjamin,  starts  with 
relief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 
22iL 

Day,  Elijah,  one  of  the  insur- 
gents, 491. 

Day,  Luke,  leader  of  the  rebellion, 
4ftl ;  raises  men  to  reinforce 
Shays,  liil ;  requests  the  court 
not  to  sit,  502 ;  refuses  to  co- 
operate with  Shays,  504 ;  sum- 
mons Gen.  Shepherd  to  sur- 
render, ib. ;  inactive,  Mil ;  joins 
Shays,  508 ;  prisoner,  511 ;  re- 
ferred to,  506,  518,  52;j,  m 

Day,  Nathan,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, ML 

Day,  Nathaniel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188 ;  car- 
ries off  hay  on  Shepherd's 
Island,  303 ;  beats  drum  at 
Bennington  alanu.  402 ;  a 
whig,  411,  note  ;  furnishes  for 
ojrd^tion  dinner,   ^2^ ;  in 
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Seven  Years'  War,  fill ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  620. 

Day,  Nathaniel  Jr.,  2M;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  Sll ;  Revolution- 
ary Holdier,  620. 

Day,  Simeon,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

Dearborn,  Major-Gen,  Henry,  599. 

Deerfield,  g^rowth  of  ,  ;  garri- 
soned, 17^  22^  ambuscade  near, 
23 ;  farmers  attacked  at,  2fi  ; 
men  from,  waylaid  by  In- 
dians, ii2 :  ofEors  money  "to  in- 
duce Dr.  Porter  to  settle,  8fi ; 
refuses  to  pay  towards  new 
Court-Honse.  81 ;  volunteers 
from,  pursue  Indians,  111,  14'J; 
men  in  Louisburg  expedition, 
114;  raided,  liS  ;  Indians  near, 
150 ;  scouting  party  at,  Ifil; 
road  to  Albany  through,  2M; 
votes  against  session  of  court, 
390 ;  delegates  at,  470 ;  peti- 
tions for  division  of  county, 
478  ;  letters  for,  a5I ;  mention- 
ed, 18,  19,  29,  47,  79,  151,  160, 
168,  165,  24T7244,  M8,  294,  295, 
317,  33L  347,  Mi,  575",  460, 477. 
507.  mn,  note,  6QL 
.  Dewey,  Capt.  Adijah,  and  com- 
pany ordered  to  scout  in  up- 
per towns,  iSj  13- 

Dewey,  David,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, m. 

Dewey,  Ezra,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62L 

Dewey,  Lieut.  Martin,  marches  to 
relieve  Ft.  WilliamHenry ,  294. 

Dewey,  Noah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62L 

Dewey,  P.  referred  to,  819, 
note. 

Dewey,   Samuel,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  62L 
Dewey,  Solomon,  losses  of,  406 ; 

Revolutionary  soldier,  621. 
Dexter's  Congregationalism,  cited, 

5ft. 

Dickinson,  Abner,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  61L 

Dickinson,  Serg't  Joel,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  61L 

Dickinson,  Ensign  John,  38&. 

Dickinson,  Josiah,  committee  on 
new  jail,  ii'68 ;  interested  in 
new  school  for  girls,  475. 

Dickinson,  Serg't  Josiah,  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  fiSL 

Dickinson,  Lydia,  receives  portion 
o|  additional  graat,  l&Q. 
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Dickinson,  Moses,  reports  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  to  Gen- 
eral Court,  320. 

Dickinson,  Capt.  Reuben,  a  leader 

of  the  mob,  ISO ;  demands  re- 
lease of  hostages,  llil ;  agrees 
to  give  Ely  up,  ib. 

Dickinson,  Samuel,  convention  at 
house,  499. 

Dickinson,  Samuel,  taken  to  Can- 
ada by  Indians  and  returned, 
JiL 

Dieskan,  Ludwig  A.,  with  army 
at  Ticonderoga,  2^ ;  plans  at- 
tack on  Fort  Edward,  ib.; 
wounded  and  prisoner,  269, 
289;  sent  to  Albany,  g?0; 
forms  a  cul-de-sac,  281;  re- 
ferred to,  243. 

Dinsmore,  Capt.  Abel,  hostage, 
460,  462. 

Dinwiddle,  GK)v.  Robert,  sends  ex- 
pedition to  Ohio,  244. 

Dody,  Nathaniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

Dogs,  recommended  to  hunt  In- 
dians, 21 ;  not  allowed  to  run 
at  large,  83^  84,  98j  with 
scouting  party,  105. 

Donaldson,  Thomas,  prisoner,  3fi8. 

Dorchester,  soldiers  m,  SS2;  min- 
ute-men enlist,  377,  378 ;  bar- 
racks in,  3M;  garrison  duty 
at,  3fift;  mentioned,  379, 113, 

Douglass,  Dr.,  on  small xhj>x,  309. 

Downey,  Richard,  prisoner,  3(>8. 

Downing,  Emmanuel,  referred  to, 

Downing,  Mary»  52. 

Drake,  John,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 

Dudley,  Lieut. -Gov.,  sends  em- 
bassy to  Canada,  28. 

Dudley,  William,  peace  commis- 
sioner to  Canada,  28. 

Dumbleton,  John,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  611. 

Dummer,  Gov.  William,  suggests 
exjjedition  to  Gray  Lock's  fort, 
30,  and  note ;  appoints  men  to 
scout,  31;  letter  to  Col.  Stod- 
dard, quoted,  a5 ;  referred  to, 

m 

Dtmmiitt,  Philobert,  prisoner,  868; 

petitions  for  parole,  370. 
Dumphy,  Thomas,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  62L 
Dunham,  Daniel,  surety  for  Elyi 

DoaaiD,       prisooer,  SIOi 
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Dupuis,  Silvean,  Aciidian,  286j2S!L 

Durkee,  Benjamin,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  6 '21. 

Dwt'lly,  Samnel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  m2. 

Dwigbt,  Cecil,  farm,  489. 

Dwight,  Daniel,  chaplain  at  Fort 
Dummer,  21^  anil  note  2 ;  in 
Father  Kale's  War,  (iflai. 

Dwight,  Eev.  Edward  S.,  on  Ca- 
leb Strong,  quoted,  n&fi. 

Dwight,  Erastns,  put  npon  town 
limits,  iill;  reclaimed,  875 ; 
Revolntionary  soldier,  621. 

Dwight,  Capt.  Henry,  ordered  to 
scout  in  tipper  towns,  IS; 
commands  at  Fort  Dnmmer, 
3Q ;  applies  for  chaplain ,  21. 

Dwight,  Jonathan,  member  of 
committee  on  canals,  576.  note. 

Dwight,  Gen.  Joseph,  in  Louis- 
bnrg  expedition,  114  ;  regi- 
ment divided,  119;  in  com- 
mand in  Western  Massachu- 
setts, IM;  orders  Major  Pom- 
eroy  to  pursue  Indians,  ib.; 
suggests  having  the  woods 
scoured,  and  bounty  for  scaJps, 
159.  sent  on  scouting  e^xpedi- 
tion,  161;  commands  soldiers 
raised  for  Canada,  169i  HO : 
in  service  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg,  (>07 :  referred  to,  118, 
535. 

Dwight,  Madame,  drapes  pulpit, 
408. 

Dwight,  Maurice,  in  Shays  Kebel- 
fion,  m. 

Dwight,  Nathaniel,  prepares  plan 
of  inner  commons,  4fi ;  chair- 
man Committee  of  Safety,  225. 

Dwight,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  appoint- 
ed captain,  251 ;  marches  to 
tbe  relief  of  Fort  William 
Henry,  2^}^ ;  referred  to,  259. 

Dwight,  Seth,  in  couipany  with 
the  Hawleys,  54!L 

Dwight,  Thomas,  member  of  com- 
mittee an  canals,  576,  note. 

Dwight,  Col.  Timothy,  trader,  8 ; 
committee  to  seat  meeting- 
house, 7A :  on  committee  to 
care  for  legfil  advisers,  M.; 
on  committee  to  settle  com- 
mon land  controversy,  M ;  on 
poorhouse  committee,  100 ; 
erects  Fort  Dummer,  104 ; 
surveys  for  line  of  forts?,  ih.; 
on  committee  to  regulate  the 
schools,  IQOj  1^  ;  receives  por- 
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tion  of  additional  grant,  188; 
town  clerk,  IM ;  on  commit- 
tee to  establish  permanent  sal* 
arj  for  Mr.  Edwards,  liil ; 
friend  of  Mr.  Edwards,  2M. ; 
committee  to  purchase  new 
bell,  signs  petition  to 

make  Northampton  a  shire 
town,  212  i  representative,  327 ; 
chorister,  531;  in  Father 
Rale's  War,  605;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  fiQ2 ; 
referred  to,  Ij^  16^  tilL 

Dwight,  Ensign  Timothy  Jr.,  161; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  IBS;  friend  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 284 ;  committee  on 
workhouse,  'ill ;  committee  to 
build  Court-House,  31fl ;  raises 
money  for  the  same,  31il ;  on 
committee  to  consider  bill 
pending  in  legislature,  323. 
324 ;  builds  slaughter-house, 
332;  committee  to  btuld  jail, 
336 ;  a  tory,  872,  373j  com- 
mittee to  consider  constitu- 
tion, 42fi ;  delegate  to  conven- 
tion, 454. 

Dwigbt,  President  Timothy,  anec- 
dote of  John  Stoddard,  173. 

Dwight,  Timothy,  sued  for  tres- 
pass, IH).  f)7. 

Dwipht's  Tlistory  of  the  Strong 
Family,  cited,  SIKL 

Dwight's  Life  of  Edwards,  cited, 
m ;  quoted,  4L  46i  note  3^  175^ 
note  Ij  199,  notes  1  and  2 :  ci- 
ted, 201 ;  quoted,  £02  ;  cited, 
204;  quoted,  314,  324.  note, 
227.  229.  2M;  cited,  2Mi  234; 
quoted7237,  2M.  548. 

D wight's  Travels,  quoted,  54^  65, 
166.  178,  176.  577.  581, 

Eager,  Lieut. -Col.,  368 ;  referred 

to,  402. 

Easthampton,  fort  built  at,  156; 
petition  for  preaching  in,  330. 
331 ;  boundary  line,  83a ;  es- 
tablished, 471;  Hawley's  land 
in,  MS ;  sickness  caused  by 
dam,  qSQ;  school-house  built, 
582,  583 ;  in  sympathy  with 
Mr.  Edwards,  QiM  ;  schools  in, 
98^  183, 331 ;  mentioned,  26, 9L 
8M.  354,  411^  421,  424,  472_i 
History  of Rev.  P.  W.  Ly- 
man, cit«d,  27,  notes  2  and  3* 

Eastman,  Benjamin,  builds  fort 
at  EasthawptQp,  15Q ;  in  8«r« 
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vice  after  fall  of  Louisbnrg, 
SQL 

Eastman,  Serg't  John,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  gl2. 

Easton,  Col.  James.  36i :  proposes 
capture  of  Canada,  37G. 

Edwards,  Alexander,  mentioned, 
22. 

Edwards,  B.  Alvord.  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  B21 ;  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, B82. 

Edwuxis,  Benjamin,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grrant,  Ifll ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  6^ ;  re- 
ferred to,  315. 

Edwards  Bonjamin  Jr.,  Revolu- 
tionary, soldier,  fi2L 

Edwards  Daniel,  with  Washing- 
ton's army,  387;  Revolution- 
ary s<jl(lier,  621. 

Edwards,  Ebenezer,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  ISl ; 
referred  to,  408. 

Edwards,  Eli,  eells  land  on  Shep- 
herd's Island,  ;  narrative, 
432 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
fi21 ;  in  Shays  Rebellion,  632, 

Edwards,  Elisha,  4iia  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  621. 

Edwards,  Rev.  Jonathan,  testimo- 
ny about  some  mighty  contests 
in  Northampton,  36j  illness, 
43 ;  chosen  colleague  to  Mr. 
Stoddard,  43^:11;  his  call  to 
Bolton,  Ct.,  Ml  note ;  terms  of 
settlement,  44,  45 ;  ordained, 
46,  41 ;  buys  homestead,  47,  4S} 
waiting  on,  48,  4& :  salary  in- 
creased,  50^  JOTT  letter  describ- 
ing fall  of  gallery,  75^  76,  (luo- 
ted  95^  note  1 ;  town  refuses 
to  pay  for  daughter's  journey, 
99,  note  ;  moiint  near  house, 
1112  ;  friend  of  Col.  Stoddard's, ' 
175, and  note;  preaches  funeral 
sermon,  169,  116 ;  admitted  in 
division  of  laud,  184.  188  ;  per- 
manent salary  granted,  195- 
122;  receives  £170  from  par- 
ish, 122 ;  great  revival,  198- 
201 ;  accuses  the  young  of 
reading  immoral  books,  202, 
203,  and  notes ;  refuses  to  ad- 
mit members  to  the  church, 
208,  2ii4  ;  publishes  pamphlets, 
204  ;  proposes  a  day  of  fasting, 
205 ;  denied  the  right  to 
preach  on  the  subject,  2iil ;  no 
agreement  with  conference 
goii)iitittee,  2(^7,  '^8  -^  opposes 
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the  wishes  of  church  and  pre- 
cinct, 210;  will  not  accept 
committee's  report,  212  ;  asks 
for  council,  2^;  argues  his 
case  before  it,  214,  215  ;  offer-s 
to  resign,  215  ;  again  presents 
his  case,  211  *,  preaches  on  the 
subject,  217-210  ;  objects  to  an- 
other council,  218 ;  calls  an- 
other church  meeting,  210.  220: 
states  bis  views  to  Lower  As- 
sociation, 220;  on  a  journey, 
221  ;  selects  members  of  the 
council,  222 ;  dismissal,  223. 
22fi;  farewell  sermon,  227 ; 
hired  to  prejK;h,  227^  22S  ;  last 
sermon,  22^ ;  friends  propose 
to  form  new  church,  ib. ;  coun- 
cil called..  228,  229;  letter  to 
Joseph  Hawley.  229 ;  goes  to 
Stockbridge,  230 7  letter  to 
Rev.  Mr.  Erskiue,  ib.;  reply 
to  Joseph  Ha wlev's  letter,  231, 
232;  friends  of,  234. 11^3  ;  pre- 
cinct refuses  use  of  sequestered 
land,  preaches  occasion-  * 
ally.  236;  aescribes  cx>ndition 
of  affairs  in  the  church,  232  ; 

g raises  singing  in  this  town, 
31.  note  ;  his  testimony  of  Jo- 
seph Hawlev.  548  ;  referred  t«, 
58,  79,  Ittg,  238,  239.  535, 
592.  fiOa ;  Life  anaHCharacter 
of,  quotation  from,  5£ ;  Narra- 
tive of  Surprising  Conversions, 
quoted,  68j  note.  81^  note  2. 
Edwards,  Justin,  Revolutionary 

soldier.  621. 
Edwards,  Lucy,  408. 
Edwards,    Medad,  on   duty  at 
Southampton.  245 ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  til2 ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  621. 
Edwards,  Nathaniel,  at  Fort  Mas- 
sachusetts, IM ;  committee  to 
enlist  men,  432;  in  service  af- 
ter fall  of  Louisburg,  SQl ; 
in  Seven  Years'  War,  612; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  621* 
Edwards,  Nathanitjl  2d,  killed  by 
Indians.  26,  27:  gun  recovered , 
21;  heirs  receive  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 
Edwards,  Nathaniel  Jr.,  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  621. 
Eld  wards,  Noah,  buvs  part  of  Shep- 
herd's Island,  3M- 
Ed wards,  Noah,  in  Seven  Years* 
War,  612^:  serg't  ijl  Revoln. 
tiQuary  Way, 
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Edwards,  Oliver,  at  Quebec,  STZ  ; 
prisoner,  SZft;  reimbursed, 
^10 ;    RevoIutioQary  soldier, 

Edwards,  Samuel,  ambushed  by 
Indians,  22 ;  in  Lonisburg  ex- 
pedition, Hi)  006 ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
186 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
021. 

Edwards,  Samuel,  referred  to,  27. 

Edwards,  Sarah,  lilL 

Edwards,  Simeon,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

Edwards,  Solomon,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  ^21. 

Edwards,  Thaddeus,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  fi2L 

Edwards,  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  021 . 

Edwards,  Vester,  sells  land  on 
Shepherd's  Island,  in 
Shays  Rebellion, 

Edwards  Street,  48^  and  note. 

Egleston,  Abner,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fi2L 

Egremont,  skirmish  with  insur- 
gents in,  517. 

Ellis,  Jonathan,  prisoner,  :-^08. 

Elliot,  Francis,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 

Elliot,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62L 

Elmer,  Daniel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612- 

Elmore,  Edward,  referred  to,  36- 

Elwell,  Moses,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fi2L 

Ely,  Benjamin,  one  of  the  insur- 
gents. 491. 

Ely,  Justin,  member  of  committee 
on  canals,  576,  note. 

Ely,  Justin,  vote  for,  438. 

Ely,  Martin  Jr.,  killed,  473^  note. 

Ely,  Richard,  schoolmaster,  ISO. 

Ely,  Samuel,  arraigned,  123 ;  en- 
deavors to  atop  the  conrt,  IM ; 
sketch  of,  455,  and  note  ;  ex- 
cites the  mob,  4fifi  ;  arrest  and 
trial  of,  457, 45fi ;  released,  458, 
459 ;  escapes,  159 ;  hostages 
given  for  his  return,  400. 

Enfield,  represented  at  council, 
222;  mentioned,  34,  24L  555. 
note. 

England,  at  war  with  Spain  and 
France,  102-10.3  ;  fails  to  send 
aid  for  invasion  of  Canada, 
14fl ;  peace,  163  ;  extends  con- 
quest to  Pennsylvania,  243; 
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sends  army  under  Braddock, 
ib. ;  taxing  America  discussed, 
ib.;  declares  war  against 
France,  282;  taxes  the  colo- 
nies, 821,  322,  :^25  ;  unjust 
laws,  342-84^1 :  the  embargo, 
503-.'>04  ;  war  with  France,  598; 
war  with  United  States,  SM ; 
mentioned.  2,  15,  85^  36,  1&8, 
308.  363,  379,542- 
English,  Jeremiah,  killed  by  In- 
dians, 22- 
Enos,  CJol.,  returns  from  Dead 
River,  328;  court-martialed, 
378,  note  2 ;  referred  to,  32a. 
Erskine.  Rev.  John,  referred  to, 
280. 

Erving,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, mi. 
Estang,  Charles  H,  Comte  D', 

French  fleet  nnder,  424. 
Everett,  Edward,  oration  of,  quo- 
ted, 'MA. 

Eyers.  Major,  defends  Fort  "Wil- 
liam Henry,  2iiiL 

Faibpield,  Samijel,  on  guard  at 
Southampton,  ilS ;  in  Capt. 
Hawley's  comi)any.  fiOO. 
Fairfield,  Capt.  Samuel,  81.5.  note ; 
tavern,  381 ;  company  at  Dor- 
chester, 418. 
Fairfield,  Thomas,  in  Hawley's 
company,  fiM ;  in  Seven  Years* 
War,  612- 
Fairfield,  raided,    423;  foundry 
at.  'ML 

Falmouth,  peace  with  Indians  rat- 
ified at,  32- 
Fanning,  Cyrus,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  62L 
Farley,  M.,  signature,  362- 
Farnum,    Elisha,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  62L 
Famum,  Jared,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62L 
Famum,  Josiah,  Revolutionary 

soldier.  021. 
Farr,  Jeasial,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621. 
Parr,  Salmon,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 021. 
Farrand,  Daniel,  preaches  as  can- 
didate, 2M.  Q87;  declines  call 
to  settle,  281 ;  referred  to, 
Father  Rale's  War.  ir)-82 
Fellows,  Capt.  John,  marches  witli 
relief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 
294 

Fellows,  Col.,  m 
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Fellows,  Parker,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fi2L 

Fergnson,  a  prisoner  at  WHliam 
Clark's,  384,  note. 

Ferrel,  Thomaa,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, I4f>. 

Ferry,  Ebenezer,  buys  land  in 
Paecommnck.  89_;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 

m 

Ferry,  Solomon,  Revolutionary 
aoldier,  tj2L 

Field,  Samuel,  petitions  for  divi- 
sion of  county,  478. 

Field,  Samuel,  wounded  by  In- 
dians, IJiL 

Filer,  Gteorge,  referred  to,  85. 

First  National  Bank,  69,  note  1^ 
88.  not©,  615. 

Fisher,  Jabez,  signature, 

Fisher,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 62L 

Fisher,  Jonathan,  died  in  army, 
SSI ;   Revolutionary  soldier, 

est. 

Fisher,  Josiah,  killed  by  Indians, 

110. 

Fisk's  Critical  Period  of  American 

History,  451.  note. 
Fisk's  American  Revolution,  cited, 

mL 

Foot,  Major,  death  of,  225. 
Forbes,  Qen.  Joseph,  in  expedi- 
tion against  Fort  du  Quesne, 

295. 

Fort  Bridgman,  burned,  155, 

Fort  Chamblee,  captured,  376. 

Fort  Dummer,  built,  19,  20j  an 
outpost,  21^  a  truck-bouse,  102; 
bnmed  and  repaired,  104,  note; 
8oldier.s  from,  pursue  Indians, 
111 ;  scouting  party  from, 
wounds  French  commander, 
155.  156 ;  mentioned,  32i  35. 
110.  159.  160.  168.  245. 

Fort  du  Quesne,  captured.  295. 

Fort  Edward,  SSii;  guard  left  at, 
2!M;  garrisoned,  28fi;  Col. 
Webb  at,  389i  290^  troops 
ordered  to,  402;  mentioned, 
S71,  282,  393.  294,  m 

Fort  Frontenac,  captured,  295. 

Fort  George,  name,  2fi2.;  army 
stores  at,  406. 

Fort  Griswold,  massacre  at,  444. 

Fort  Lyman,  on  Hudson,  253.  25^ 

Fort  Massachusetts,  in  Adams, 
1115;  attacked,  lAl;  captured, 
148 ;  Pomeroy  at,  151 ;  re- 
peal^, IM :  soldiers  sent  for 
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supplies  attacked,  ib. ;  scout- 
ing party  from,  IM;  Indians 
attack,  IM  :  rebuilt,  nH;  men 
killed  near,  2M;  soldiers  at, 
2aa  ;  mentioned,  157,  161.  162. 
245.25a.  note.  254.  266,2a3.2afl. 

Fort  Nicholson,  army  at,  263,  2M ; 
mentioned,  253. 

Fort  No.  4j  attacked,  153^  154. 

Fort  Pelham,  in  Rowe,  104. 

Fort  St.  Frederick  (Crown  Point), 
Vaudreuil  at,  154. 

Fort  Saratoga,  attacked,  1 54. 

Fort  Shirley,  in  Heath,  104. 

Fort  William  Henry,  garrisoned, 
286 ;  attacked  and  captured, 
289,  290  :  reinforcements  sent 
{or291,  892;  mentioned,  293. 
294. 

Fortifications,  line  of  forts  in 
Western  Matwachusetts,  104, 
105;  fortified  houses,  1115; 
forted  houses.  IM ;  mounts, 
107,  1Q8;  forts  strengthened, 
2M. ;  garrisoned,  245^  249^  2m. 

Foster,  Dwight,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note. 

Foster,  Jed-%  signature,  SliSL 

Foster,  Josiah,  and  family,  cai>- 
tured,  288. 

Foster,  Nathaniel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  012. 

Fowle,  Nathaniel,  interested  in 
new  school  for  girls,  475,  476  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  621. 

Fowler,  Joseph,  legal  opinion  so- 
licited from,  M. 

Fowler,  Samuel,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note. 

Foxcroft,  Rev.  Mr.,  substitute, 

France,  at  war  with  England,  102, 
lOa ;  French  fleet  bound  for 
New  England  coast,  149 ; 
peace,  IfiS ;  England  declares 

war  against,  281 ;  sends  fleet 
to  assist  colonies,  414,  436 ; 
treaty  with,  M5;  loan  from, 
421;  at  war  with  England, 
698,  Dm  ;  mentioned,  15^  164, 
526;  444,  564. 

Franklin,  John,  5R6. 

Franklin  County,  part  of  Hamp- 
shire. 

Frary,  Elisha,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  fil2. 

Frary,  John,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187. 

Frary,  Obadiah,  killed,  403 ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  621. 


1»1)EX. 


667 


Frary,  Obadiah.  receivee  portion 
of  additional  grant,  187. 

Freeman,  Enoch,  signnture,  8G9. 

Freeman,  Josiah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

French,  Abiathar,  deserted,  883 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  621. 

French,  Ebenezer,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  ISil ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  (^22. 

French,  John,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  512 ;  Revolntionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

French,  Nathan,  Revolntionary 
soldier,  622. 

French,  Samuel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623. 

Frink,  Henry,  560. 

Frink,  Rev.  Mr.,  preached  in 
Northampton, 

Frisbee,  Nathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  Q2i 

Frost,  John,  in  Hawley*8  com- 
pany, fiflft. 

Frost,  Jonathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  022. 

Frye,  Mr.,  m 

Ful  Isome.  Capt.,  sent  against  ene- 
my, 2ii^ 

Gadfire,  Capt.,  made  Major,  2M. 

Qage,  Gen.  Thomas,  supercedes 
Gten.  Johnson,  29& ;  appointed 
Governor,  ai2;  injustice  of, 
Safl;  orders  election  of  repre- 
sentatives, S51 ;  conntermands 
it,  3j2  ;  attempts  to  seize  mili- 
tary stores,  reinforced, 
865;  treatment  of  prisoners, 
Ml 

Gains,  Ebenezer,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  6:32 . 

Gardner,  Thomas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  022. 

Gatea,  Gen.  Horatio,  reinforced, 
401.  403.  407 ;  surveys  the 
army,  IM  ;  referred  to.  405. 

Gee,  Ebenezer,  enlists  for  Quebec, 
379;  Revolutionary  soldier,  Q22. 

Gteorgia,  conquered,  4B5,  IM;  re- 
covered, M4;  treaty  with  In- 
dians, 551 ;  mentioned,  424. 

Gerrish,  Joseph,  signature.  lifiiL 

Gibbs,  Ebenfzer,  in  pottery  busi- 
ness, 

Gilbert,  Capt.  Daniel,  122. 
Gilbert,  Col.  Thomas,  284. 
Gill,  Moses,  signature,  369. 
Gillet,  Adonijah,  killed  by  In- 
dians, 
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Gillet,  Samuel,  in  Lonisburg  ex- 
pedition, lis. 

Glasgow,  letters  for,  557. 

Goodale,  Isaac,  builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  15&  ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Lonisburg,  fillL 

Goodale,  Capt.  Nathan, 

Goodman,  Major.  Insurgents 

S lunder  his  house,  507. 
man,  Mr.,  Innkeeper,  499. 
Goodman,  Noah,  Committee  of 
Safety.  385 ;  snperintendent  of 
enlietmeats,  431. 
Goodrich,  Capt.,  sent  to  the  relief 

of  Hampshire  towns,  24. 
Gorham,  George,  Revolntionary 

soldier,  62^ 
Gorham  ,  Jabez,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 222. 
Gorham.  Nathaniel,  member  of  in- 
vestigating committee,  iM. 
Goshen,  mentioned,  355^  403^  419, 
424. 

Gould,  Noah,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 

612. 

Graham,  Dr.,  house  mentioned,  4^ 
note. 

Granby,  letters  for.  5SL 

Grant,  Darius,  in  Shays  Rebellion^ 


Grant,  Lieut.,  282. 

Graves,  Benjamin,  in  Seven  Years' 

War,  fil2. 
Graves,  Benoni,  in  Seven  Years' 

War, 

Graves.  Cotton,  at  South  Hadley, 

507. 

Graves,  David,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Graves,  Reuben,  at  Fishkill,  434. 

Graves,  Samuel,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  fil2. 

Graves,  Simoon,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  1112. 

Gray,  Daniel,  publishes  causes  of 
Shays  Rebellion,  ROO. 

Gray,  Hon.  Harrison,  collector  of 
taxes,  35L 

Gray  Lock,  appears  on  northern 
frontier,  1&  ;  attacks  Hatfield 
party,  22 ;  much  mischief  done 
by  him  in  Hampshire  County, 
22;  mentioned,  'uL. 

Gray,  Matthew,  delegate  from 
Pelham,  223;  vote,  ib. 

Great  Barrington,  road  to  Albany 
through,  253,  note ;  courts 
stopped  and  judges  compelled 
to  sign  agreement,  490 ;  law- 
lessness in,  4M ;  insurgents  in, 
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511 ;  court  in,  t>36,  mentioned, 
362.  424.  m 
Greene,  Q-en.  Nathaniel,  campaign 
of,  Ma. 

Green,  Bev.  Mr.,  preaches  as  can- 
didate, 223. 

Greenfield,  Indians  near,  889 ; 
votes  against  holding  court, 
3M ;  stage  at.  [iM. ;  mentioned, 
288.  398,  o6Q.  57Q. 

Greenvillo,  votes  iu  favor  of  hold- 
ing courts,  iML 

Greenwich,  votes  against  session 
of  the  court,  ;  mentioned, 
252,  44:1 

Grifl&n.  James,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Griffiths,  Mr.,  dancing  teacher,  563 

Grist-mill  built  on  Mill  River,  02  ; 
dam  raised,  ib.;  lawsuit  set- 
tled, 92.  83. 

Grover,  Thomas,  states  demands 
of  insurgents,  5M ;  flees  from 
justice,  5(11 ;  requests  court 
not  to  sit,  f>02. 

Guilford,  Master,  561. 

Guilford,  Simeon,  signs  militia 
company  agreement,  375;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  622. 

Guilford,  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  622. 

Qtm,  George,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, im^ 

Gun.  William,  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
681. 

Hadlbt,  thatched  roofs,  4j  men 

from,  follow  Indians,  23;  offers 
money  to  induce  Dr.  Porter  to 
settle,  8& ;  pays  share  of  cost 
of  Court-House,  87j  by-law 
against  dogs  running  at  large, 
08  ;  men  in  Louisburg  expedi- 
tion, IM ;  men  iu  scouting  ex- 
pedition, Ifil ;  sends  delegates 
to  coimcil,  222,  223 ;  sends 
French  neutrals  to  Canada, 
287.  note ;  soldiers  in  service, 
294.  295 ;  claims  Shepherd's 
Island,  302 ;  for  shire  town, 
812.  818,  note ;  conventions  at, 
345,  453,  m  4fla;  mob  in,  m 
374,  4ii3 ;  soldiers  in  Canada 
expedition,  383 ;  men  raised 
for  four  months'  service,  Sfifi ; 
votes  in  favor  of  holding  court, 
390  ;  at  convention  to  regulate 
prices,  ^  ;  sides  with  govern- 
ment, 502 ;  insurgents  in,  508 ; 
G«a.  Lincoln's  head<iuarter8 


HAMPSHmE  COUNtY. 

at,  509,  singing-schools 
in,  52fi ;  mentioned,  13,  43<  ^nd 
note,  55,  note,  158i  ^  227, 
236.  310,  317,  318.  338,  339.  346. 
380,  381,  m  419.  433.  439,  457. 
470,  492,  512,  562^  GliL 

Hadlock,  Josiah,  "iiTSeven  Yeartf 
War,  fil2. 

Hale,  Rev.  Enoch,  contributes  to 
Gazette,  481. 51fi ;  makes  open- 
ing prayer,  515. 

Hale,  Gideon,  receives  pay  for 
work  on  meeting-house,  2(L 

Hale,  Capt.  .Jonathan,  establishes 
factory  for  pottery,  338. 

Hall.  Bonajah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, {122. 

Hall,  Rev.  David,  delegate  to  coun- 
cil. 223 ;  vote,  228 ;  referred 
to,  238. 

Hall,  John,  Revolutionarv  soldier, 
622. 

Hall,  Jonathan,  delegate  to  con- 
vention, 222;  vote,  223. 

Hall,  Jonathan,  wagon  used  for 
transportation,  3(i1.  note. 

HaU,  Simeon,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  fil2. 

Halligan,  James,  trial  of,  S&fi ;  ex- 
ecution. 592. 

Hamilton,  Andrew,  prisoner,  368. 

Hamilton,  Thomas,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 632. 

Hamlin,  Capt.,  with  insurgents 
plunders  Stoc:kbridge, 

Hampden  County,  part  of  Hamp- 
shire, 102. 

Hampshire  County,  preparations 
for  defence  in,  11 ;  cavalry  in, 
Ifi ;  captains  eager  to  march 
against  Gray  Lock's  fort,  3Q ; 
need  of  a  surgeon  in,  iifi ;  coun- 
ties in,  11)2;  minute-men  in, 
IQB ;  soldiers  at  Louisburg, 
114,  115,  137  ;  scouting  parties 
patrol  the  country,  155 ;  cler- 
gymen dismissed  in,  225;  re- 
organization of  militia  in,  ; 
regiment  enlisted,  249.  251; 
reinforcements  from,  2M;  sol- 
diers on  garrison  dutj',  298 ; 
furnishes  men  for  Canada,  299; 
claims  Shepherd's  Island  pur- 
chase money,  3M  ;  division  of, 
311 ;  conventions  in,  'Mh,  452 ; 
men  raised  to  reinforce  Ar- 
nold. 380  ,  3fil;  company  sent 
to  Boston,  385 :  meetings  of 
Committee  of  Correspondence 
and  Safety,  389-390.  395,  39fi; 
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soldiers  ordered  to  Ticondero-  ( 

ga,  IDQ  ;  ret^^iment  to  reinforce 
Gates,  4Q:^.  t()5  ;  anotlier  call 
for  men,  402 ;  attempts  to  reg- 
ulate prices.  IM  ;  Habean  Cor- 
pus Act  snsjxiuded,  Mii  :  di- 
•  %nsion  of,  proposed,  470,  431 ; 
opposed.  ilA ;  postriders  in. 
4^2.:  represented  at  Hatfield 
convention.  4SS ;  insurgent 
leaders  in,  MI ;  militia  of,  or- 
dered ont,  498 ;  insurgent 
forces  from,  495-497 ;  men 
from,  raised  to  crush  rebel- 
lion, 502,  SOS ;  Supreme  Court 
in.  Slfi ;  men  in  St.  Clair's 
arm)%  551 ;  poet-oflftce  in,  554 ; 
petition  for  division  of,  re- 
fused, GfiU  ;  meeting  of  inhabi- 
tants, 5M;  petition  sent  to 
each  town  in,  5IQ ;  incorpora- 
tors of  canals  from,  il^  ;  men- 
tioned, 58,  158.  171.  175.  217, 
244,  252.  286,  290.  295.  312.  332. 
391.  406 ■  413.  4M;  455^  459j  480, 
487.  488, 

Hampshire  County  Bank,  men- 
tioned, 69i  note  L 

Hampshire  Gazette,  first  issued, 
480.  481 ;  its  design,  481 ;  quo- 
ted. .148,  note  497.  428; 
cited,  4M  ;  quoted,  50L  502 ; 
cited,  504,  510,  516,  523, 
note  L  527,  5M.  549,  550,  554^ 
555.  557.  558 .  502.  5111 ;  quoted, 
fiUL 

Hampshire  Herald,  479.  note. 

Hancock,  John,  vessel  seized,  325  ; 
chosen  Governor,  4M. ;  calls 
for  men,  MS  ;  i>reside8  at  con- 
vention. 525 ;  in  legislature, 
539,  note  ;  referred  to,  544. 

Hannum,  Asahel,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  622. 

Hannum,  Bennoni,  Revolutaooary 
soldier.  (122. 

Hanuura,  Kleazar.  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  1ft9- 

Hannum.  Joel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Hanntun,  John,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  Ififi;  in 
Hawley's  company,  fiQQ ;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  612. 

Hannum,  Samuel,  goes  on  scout- 
ing expedition,  211 ;  receives 

Say  for  losses,  t&.;  on  guard 
uty,  31 :  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  IflS;  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  605. 


HATFIELD. 

Hannum,  Seth,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Haunum,  Timothy,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  622. 

Hanover,  stage  line  to,  fifi^. 

Hardwick,  sends  men  on  scouting 
expedition,  IM  ;  post  route  to, 
482  ;  mentioned,  294.  405.  514. 

Harmar,  Gen.,  defeated,  551. 

Harmon,  Capt,,  in  expedition 
ag^ainst  Abenakis  at  Norridge- 
wock,  2L. 

Harmon,  Eleazar,  222. 

HaiTiman,  Philip,  in  Seven  Years* 
War,  iil2. 

Hartford,  journey  to,  ^  50  ;  bell 
delivered  at,  308 ;  mentioned, 
42.  43,  158.  894,  410,  419,  428. 
481. 

Hartley,  William,  frozen  to  death, 

400 

Harvard  College.  Allis  a  gradu- 
ate of,  M. ;  commencement 
mentioned,  49^  i)3j  Rev.  Mr. 
Stoddard  a  graduate  of, 
Anthony  Stoddard  a  graduate 
of,  M  ;  John  Stoddard,  a  grad- 
uate of,  IM  :  Pierce  a  gradu- 
ate of,  286,  note ;  Hawley 
graduated  from,  535 ;  Strong 
a  graduate  of,  594. 

Harvey,  Ebeuezer,  at  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts, 151;  builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  IM :  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Harvey,  Nathaniel,  in  Hawley's 
company,  609. 

Haskins,  Oliver,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition. 146. 

Hastinfis,  Jonathan,  vote  for,  4.^. 

Ha.stings,  Dr.  Thomas,  85. 

Hastings,  Dr.  Thomas  Jr.,  sur- 
geon, S5» 

Hatefield,  division  of  Commons, 
583. 

Hatfield,   houses  covered  with 

thatch,  4 ;  party  near,  attack- 
ed, ;  men  ordered  to  pursue 
Indians,  23;  meeting-house, 
13 ;  surgeon  in,  8^  M;  pays 
share  of  cost  of  Court-House, 
81 ;  men  in  Louisburg  expedi- 
tion, 114.  142;  Gen.  Dwight 
at,  150 ;  men  in  scouting  expe- 
dition, 161 ;  sends  delegates  to 
council,  222,  223 ;  bell  in,  3il8 ; 
suggested  as  shire  town,  813, 
note;  sends  relief  to  Boston, 
348  ;  miUtia  gathering  at,  SM; 
tories  in,  3!i[3';  men  raised  for 
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HAVILAND, 

four  months'  service,  SSfi ; 
votes  in  favor  of  holding 
court,  380 ;  at  convention  to 

regulate  prices,  liiL  ;  Sheldon's 
Light- Horse  quartored  in,  iSfi; 
convention  in,  453,  454.  45fi ; 
inon  join  the  mob,  460,  4Q8  ; 
resolutions  adopted,  467 : 
other  conventions,  466,  469. 
470.  178.  486,  499:  private 
school  in,  llfi ;  Mr.  Walker 
buried  in,  514 ;  sinprinK  scb(X)l8 
in,  ;  training  day  iu,  oM ; 
mentioned,  17,  18,  19,  84^  47, 
52.  63,  65,  94.  96.  98.  104.  105, 
lo8,  160.  171.  172,  214,  841,244, 
271,  291.  294.  811.  ;^12. 1^1 7.  318. 
319,  817.  note,  ^!t)2, 
85lt  388.  aSj,  ^  iiiil^  108,  408, 
'Tit.  419.  433.  465,  487,  510,  522. 
Haviland,  Col.,  at  Moutru<il,  2iifiL 
Hawks,  Eleazar,  killed  by  Indians, 
148. 

Hawks,  Lient.-Col.  John,  in  com- 
mand at  Fort  MasKachuaetts, 
147.  14fi ;  sent  to  Canada  with 
StTBlein,  IM :  goes  after  In- 
dian marauders.  IM ;  in  com- 
mand of  forts,  288,  298. 

Hawks,  Paul,  in  Seven  Years' 
War, 

Hawley,  Ebenezer,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  1S&; 
estate  of,  ol").  MiL 

Hawley,  Lieut.  Elisha,  in  com- 
mand at  F(trt  Massachnsetta, 
154 ;  released  from  poll-tax, 
Ifil;  sent  for  stores,  IQQ; 
wounded,  160,  Ifil ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  i^ant, 
185  ;  lieutenant,  2isi  ;  journal 
referred  to,  252 ;  commands  a 
company  of  Northampton  men 
at  Crown  Point.  252,  609: 
march  to  Albany ,  253  :  wound- 
ed, 254,  2811;  his  death,  254 ; 
journal,  254-258  ;  letter  of,  859; 
funeral  of,  272  :  in  trade  with 
Joseph,  ill ;  in  serri<!e  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607 :  re- 
ferred to.  82.  286. 248.  860.  880. 
285.  535,  m 

Hawley,  Joseph  1st,  charge  for 
horse  hire,  50,  note  I  ;  referred 
to,  82.  .5Mi  ?>Mi  545. 

HawleyTJoseph  3d,  writes  to  Col. 
Partridge  abont  men  forgnard 
duty,  23j  and  about  express 
rider  Boston,  25 ;  agent  to 
prosecute  trespassers  on  town 


HAWLBT. 

lands,  3& ;  comnuttee  to  choose 

colleague  paf?tor.  42 ;  commit- 
tee to  sell  laud,  15;  suitdde  of, 
19  ;  good  business  man,  ib.  ;  a 
merchant,  8Q ;  store,  80^  Si  ; 
despondent,  fil ;  birth.  82 ;  re- 
ferred to.  8.  12.  251,  52iZL 
Hawley,  Jo.seph^,  age  at  death 
of  father,  B2  ;  agent  for  town 
against  common  land  trespass- 
erg,  Sfi ;  committee  on  final 
adjustment,  81;  chaplain  at 
Louisburg,  114,  119,  535.  fiiifi ; 
in  Louisburg,  IM  ;  builds  fort 
at  Easthanipton,  i5fi :  de- 
scribes scouting  expedition, 
161 ;  boards  the  schoolmaster, 
180 ;  on  committee  to  regulate 
schools,  180.  Ifil ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  185  : 
town  clerk,  iQi  ;  on  committee 
to  establish  permanent  .salary 
for  Mr.  Edwards,  1^ ;  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 202;  declines  to  serve 
as  agent  for  the  church,  214. ; 
prepares  document  for  lower 
association,  22il ;  suggests  that 
seven  persons  be  summoned  as 
advisers,  221 ;  appointed  to 
manage  case  befor©  council, 
222  ;  extract  from  his  letter, 
829 ;  writes  to  Mr.  Edwards, 
231  ;  and  apologizes,  282 ;  let- 
ter to  Rev.  Mr.  Hall,  233-; 
writes  to  EHsha.  23fi ;  turns 
Jones  out  of  pulpit.  233.  239  ; 
ordered  to  enlist  men  for 
Southampton,  ;  letters  to 
Col.  Williams,  246.  347.  248 ; 
apix)inte(i  major,  248,  535;  sug- 
gestions about  militia  olficers 
not  received,  248;  committee 
to  repair  forts,  219 ;  never  in 
active  service,  ib. ;  settles  offi- 
cers of  regiment,  251 :  marches 
to  the  relief  of  Fort  William 
Henry,  224 ;  letter,  294,  note ; 
starts  in  pursuit  of  Indians, 
2M  ;  agent  to  prosecute  Strong 
and  Hunt,  gQ2  :  committee  to 
sell  Shepherd's  Island,  303; 
agent  to  defend  suit  against 
Northampton.  'dU  ;  raises 
money  for  Court-House,  319 ; 
opposes  Stamp  Act,  323  :  in  fa- 
vor of  indemnity,  'dM  ;  mod- 
erator. 326,  389,  .'339 ;  repre- 
sentative, 327,  331 ;  tax,  ^ ; 
instructions  to,  336.  and  note ; 
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committee  on  new  jail, 

protests  against  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, :j40.  Mi  ;  Coiiimittee  of 
Correroondence ,  MS ;  d  e  1  e  - 
gate,  w.',  at  Provincial  Con- 
gress, 352i  ^5^  35T\  aM ;  Com- 
mittee of    Inspection,  354; 
member  of  General  Cotirt,  358; 
sends  agent  to  Canada, 
address  of.  315  ;  committee  to 
raise  regiment  for  Quebec, 
380;  Committee  of  Safety,  385; 
r<>port.8   proceedings   of  the 
Congress  totbe  General  Court, 
BftQ;  persuades  soldiers  to  re- 
turn, 3M;  addresses  the  mili- 
tia, 422,  428,  and  note  1 ;  ex- 
cused from  serving  as  select- 
man, on  committee  to 
consider  the  constitution,  428, 
Endnote:  directed  to  make 
new  draught,  42fi ;  committee 
to  enlist  men,  432 ;  vote  for, 
438 ;  examines  Samuel  Ely, 
45E ;  delegate  to  Hatfield  con- 
vention, ^ ;  considers  affairs 
dangerous,  4fi3 ;  suggests  ap- 
pointing a  committee,  465 ;  let- 
ter to  Calelj  Strong,  4ri5-466  ; 
at  convention  at  Hatfield  and 
Hadley,  4fiS;  contributes  to 
Gazette,  1^  ;  singers  meet  at 
his  home,  5jiL  ;  life  of,  ")o4-549; 
birth   and   education,  534; 
studies  law,  535 :  selectman, 
ib. ;  agaiust  Mr.  Edwards,  535, 
536 ;  at  the  head  of  the  bar, 
536;  defends  Warren  and  is 
suspended,    ib.;    fees,  532; 
member  of  legislature,  538, 
539 :    intimate    with  John 
Adams,  53fi;  answers  Gov. 
Hutchinpon.  ib.:  declines  to  be 
a  member  of  Coiitinental  Con- 
gress, 54tt;   writes  to  John 
lAdams.  54<X  541 ;  declines  all 
offices.  Ml ;  impaired  health, 
541,  M2 ;  home  life,  M2 :  mel- 
ancholy, 542,  543;  personal 
appearance,   544 ;  marriage, 
ib.;  gift  to  town.  544.  54S; 
business,  541:  prepares  the 
State  for  war,  %b. ;  inspires  the 
soldiers,  547,  54S  ;  member  of 
the   church  5M;  character, 
548.   549 :    complains   of  E. 
Pomeroy,  562,  note;  monu- 
ment,   566j  567;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisbnrg,  602 ; 
referred  to,  172,  252^  254i  266, 
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272.  286,  346.  398.  467.  594, 


cm,  mr 

Haw  ley,  Moses,  brings  suit  against 
the  town,  545. 

Hawley,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  receives 
portion  of  addition;!!  grant, 
1S5;  opposes  Joseph's  mar- 
riage, 544;  in  business  with 
her  sons,  541 ;  referred  to,  534» 

llawley,  Samuel,  545. 

Hawley,  Thomas,  545. 

Hawley,  MSS.,  quoted,  161,  283. 
not«,  236^  254i  466,  filii ;  cited, 
584,  m 

Hayward.  Nathaniel  P.,  2fiiL 

Haze,  Pliny,  BeYolutionary  sol- 
dier. 622. 

Heard.  John  Jr.,  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  fifll. 

Heath,  fort  in,  IM ;  attacked.  lfi£L 

Hecon,  Suek,  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
fil2. 

Helmer,  Wenford,  in  Ely  InsaT> 
rection,  631. 

Hemingway,  Silas,  in  Ely  Insur- 
rection, 631 ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632i  633. 

Heminway,  R.,  fifer,  in  Shays 
Rebellion.,  632. 

Henderson,  Gideon,  Sabbath  war- 
den, IQQ. 

Hendrick,  Israel,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  622. 
Hendrick.  Moses,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  622. 
Hendricks,  Indian  at  Fort  George, 

268  ;  in  Bloody  Morning  Scout, 

281. 

Hendricks,  James,  Revolutionary 
soldier. 

Henrv.  Patrick,  54L 

Henshaw,  Samuel,  chairman,  524; 
fire- warden,  558  ;  school-com- 
mittee, oM ;  appointed  to  draft 
petition,  5111 ;  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  51ii ;  referred 
to,  55d. 

Hickey,  James,  prisoner.  368. 

Higgins,  Edward,  on  duty  at 
Southampton,  24&;  shot  at, 
24(L  247:  in  Hawley's  com- 
pany ,~BM. 

Hill.  Benoni,  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  605. 

Hill.  John,  in  Father  Rale's  War, 
605. 

Hill,  Primus,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier.  622. 

Hill.  Sally,  teacher.  5?5,  m 
Hinckley,  H.  R.,  referred  to,  109. 
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Hinckley,  Jadffe  Samnel,  gives  ac- 
count of  Shays.  491,  493  :  Reg- 
ister of  Probate,  ;  defends 
the  town,  M5  ;  two  "pen  stocks, 
560 ;  treasurer,  5S5 ;  home  lot, 
585. 

Hinds,  Phinehas,  Revolationary 
soldier,  022. 

Hinsdale,  fort  at,  surprised  and 
partly  burui:d,  ISii :  man  cap- 
tured at,  155 ;  Indiana  at,  295. 

Hitch,  Capt ,  prisoner,  370. 

Hitchcock,  Daniel,  lawyer,  328. 

Hitchius,  iiobert  Hanniug,  pris- 
oner, 868. 

Hobbs,  Capt.,  attacked  while 
marching  to  Fort  Shirley,  159i 
ifiO. 

Hobby,  Rev.  William,  substitute 
member  of  coxmdl,  222 ;  vote, 
222- 

Hodeley,  Philemon,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  622. 
Hoisingtou,  Col.,  has  smallpox, 

m 

Holland,  J.  G.,  legend  of  Mt. 
Tom,  84j  History  of  West- 
em  Massachusetts,  22Z ;  cited, 
39L  ML  464.  42fl ;  quoted,  479i 

cited,  50^ 

HoUiday,  Jonah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Holmes,  Benjamin,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  ^y^2. 

Holmes,  Olivor  Weudoll,  quota- 
tion, QQL 

Holten,  S..  signature.  369. 

Homen.  Benjamin,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Hooker,  John,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576.  note. 

Hooker,  Rev.  John,  boards  school- 
master, IM;  preaches  here, 
228 ;  invited  to  settle,  2^ ;  ac- 
cept*?. 241;  ordination,  ib.; 
salary,  240.  2il ;  offers  prayer 
when  minute-men  start.  Ml] ; 
death  of,  lOa ;  akotch  of,  410- 
111 ;  monument  to  his  mem- 
ory, ill ;  referred  to,  38L  529^ 
600. 

Hooker.  John,  wounded  in  Louis- 
burg,  118,  and  note  ;  in  Col. 
Pomeroy's  company,  146 :  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  612. 

Hooker,  Mary,  421. 

Hooker,  Sarah,  supplies  the  pul- 
pit, 409,  41fi ;  furnishes  for  or- 
dination dinner,  4211 ;  wood 
furnished,  42L 


HUBBARD. 

Hooker,  Beth,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. (i22- 

Hooker,  Rev.  Thomas,  410. 

Hoosack,  Pomeroy  sent  to,  151 ', 
disa.ster  at,  2111 ;  road  to  Al- 
bany through,  253  ;  soldiers 
killed  at.  2S8^  283 ;  guard  at, 
;  mentioned,  iMx 

Hopkins,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel,  mre- 
pares  life  of  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards, 55^  note  ;  quoted,  221 ', 
at  Hadl^,  51fi;  referred  to, 
471.  note  §x 

HopKns,  Rev.  Mr.,  prayer  at  or- 
dination, 241. 

Hopkins,  Rev.  Solomon,  member 
of  council,  413. 

Horril,  John,  jTri.soner.  368. 

Hours  in  a  Library,  L.  Stephen, 
qnoted,  208,  note  L 

Housatonnnck,  Rev.  Mr.  Chaun- 
cey  preaches  in,  48,  note; 
Stoddard's  land  in.  111 ;  men- 
tioned, 118, 168.  2^ 

House,  Major  Jamef?,  2&L 

Honses  of  early  settlers,  1 ;  chim- 
neys, 2;  fireplaces,  i6. ;  "lean 
to,^'  4j  front  door,  ib. ;  forti- 
fied, ib.,  note;  kitchen  and 
furniture,  S^IL 

How,  Nehemiah.  captured  and 
carried  to  Canada,  110.  111. 

How,  Gen.  William,  at  New  York, 
384,  894. 

Howard,  Benjamin,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Howard,  Nathaniel  P.,  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  H12. 

Howard.  Noah.  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622, 

How«,  Greorge  A.,  death  of,  294, 

m 

Howland,  Seth,  in  Seven  Years' 
War.  fil2. 

Hoyt'8  Indian  Wars,  cited,  148^ 
153;  qnoted,  250;  cited,  2227^ 

Hubbard.  Capt.  Israel,  Committee 
of  Safety,  m 

Hubbard,  John,  insurgent,  cap- 
tured, S13* 

Hubbard,  John  W.,  referred  to, 

m 

Hubbajrd,  C^pt.  Jonas,  377^  378; 

wounded,  378,  379. 

Hubbard,  Rev.  Jonathan,  member 
of  council,  moderator, 
223 ;  vote,  ib. 

Hubbard,  Stephen,  signs  militia 
company  agreement,  375;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  622. 


HUDSON. 

Hudson  &  Goodwin,  printers, 
481. 

Hudson,  Zenas,  Revolntionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Hughes,  Hugh,  prisoner,  Hfi8. 

Hughes,  Juo.finSliays'  Eebellion, 
633. 

Hulberd,  Stephen,  Revolntionary 

soldier,  622. 
Hnlbert,  James,  receives  portion 

of  additional  grant,  181;  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  (il2. 
Hnlbert,  Seth,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622 ;  in  Shays  itebeUion, 

Hull,  Amos,  home,  191^  316. 

Hull,  Bathsbeba,  house,  191^  816; 
referred  to,  328i  ^ 

Hunt.  Dea.  Ebenezer,  shop  burned 
and  rebuilt,  39,40  ;  account  of 
building  the  new  meeting- 
house, 70j  journal,  75^  76, 
note  1 ;  committee  to  settle 
common  laud  disputes,  ^H. ;  on 
committee  to  improve  schools, 
ISI;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  lfi6  ;  describes 
flood  in  1770,  192^  note;  on 
committee  to  establish  perma- 
nent salary  for  Mr.  Edwards, 
197 ;  on  committee  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  2ii2 ;  de- 
sired to  obtain  copy  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Williams'  sermon,  2Qft; 
lieutenant,  2^  ;  rieigh  carried 
away,  ;  committee  on 
workhouse,  312  ;  raises  money 
for  Cotirt-House.  212 ;  com- 
mittee to  consider  bill  i)ending 
in  legislature.  Siiil ;  hatter,  328: 
account  of  fl'M-)d,  3M;  carries 
on  pottery  business,  33fl;  re- 
ferred to,  615. 

Hunt,  Dr.  Ebenezer,  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  2i2;  dele- 
gate, ih.\  clerk,  349.  351  ;  en- 
deavors to  atop  the  mob,  373, 
374 ;  committee  to  settle  new 
minister,  Mfl ;  interested  in 
girls'  school,  i26;  lepresenta- 
five,  523 ;  visits  Ilawley.  M2. ; 
against  girls  in  public  schools, 
5S1 ;  fire-warden,  558 ;  memo- 
randum, 558,  note  ;  member 
aqueduct  company,  ;  ap- 
pointed to  meet  legislative 
committee,  561 ;  school-com- 
mittee, 56(i:  appointed  to  di-aft 
petition,  526;  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  olii ;  home 


HtJNT. 

lot,  585 ;  Revolntionary  sol- 
dier, 822. ;  referred  to,  440 . 

Hunt,  Elijah,  Committee  of  Cor- 
resiMindence,  343;  Inspection 
and  Safety,  MiL  400j  ensign. 
354  ;  captain,  ii5ii ;  wagon  used 
to  carry  baggage  to  camp,  3()1, 
note ;  receiver  for  Hampshire 
County,  391 ;  committee  to  set- 
tle new  minister,  41fl ;  vote 
for,  42S  ;  delegate,  ifilL 

Hunt,  Elijah  Jr.,  signs  paper  re- 
nouncing British  authority, 
355 ;  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisburg,  6ffl;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  622. 

Hunt,  Gfeorge,  Sil ;  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 632>  633. 

Hunt,  Jared,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622 ;  corporal,  ML 

Hunt,  Joel,  bam  rebuilt,  4M ;  in 
Hawley's  company,  6fift;  re- 
ferred to,  55L 

Hunt,  John,  boards  the  school- 
master, ISO;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  182 ;  buys 
portion  of  highway.  13S ;  pe- 
titions for  precinct  meeting, 
'im. 

Hunt,  John,  captain  of  militia 
company,  24-8 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Hunt,  Cornet  John,  fined  for  re- 
fusing the  office  of  constable, 
301^362. 

Hunt,  John  Jr.,  arrested  for  ma- 
licious mischief,  315. 

Hunt,  Jonathan,  buys  homestead 
of  Benjamin  Janes,  82 :  heirs 
of,  in  lawsuit  with  town,  3lk 

Hunt,  Lieut.  Jonathan,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant* 
182 ;  petitions  for  precinct 
meeting,  2Qfi ;  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  665 ;  referred  to,  246- 

Hunt,  Jonathan,  referred  to.  39. 

Hunt,  Jonathan,  two  children  kill- 
ed, 323;  committee  to  settle 
new  minister,  413;  on  ordina- 
tion committee,  426 ;  surety 
for  Lyman,  IM ;  ensign  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  612 ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  622. 

Hunt,  Joseph,  mount  built  near 
his  house,  liiS;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  182; 
owns  two  slaves,  328. 

Hunt,  Levi,  note. 

Hunt  Mrs.  Luther,  school  days, 
586,  note. 
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Htint,  Samuel,  signs  militia  com- 
pany agreement,  225  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  622. 

Hunt,  Serg't,  referred  to,  107. 

Hnnt,  I  jeut.  Seth,  reinforces  army 
in  Canada,  381 ;  with  regiment 
enlisted  for  six  weeks, 
Revolntionary  soldier,  622 ;  re- 
ferred to,  107. 

Hnnt.  Thomas,  527.  note. 

Hunt's  Journal,  quoted,  4{L 

Hunter,  John,  killed.  506. 

Hntchens,  Hezekiah,  5M ;  Revoln- 
tionary soldier,  ;  ensign, 
632. 

Hutchins,  Joseph,  shoemaker.  328; 

Revolutionary  soldier,  022. 
Hutchinson,   Ebenezer,  receives 

portion  of  additional  grant, 

187. 

Hutchinson,  MoHes,  referred  to,  89. 
HutchiBBon,  Thomas,  chief  justice, 
536. 

Hutchinson,  Gov.  Thomas,  MQ ; 
declines  to  convene  legisla- 
ture, 341 ;  attempts  to  revive 
the  inilitia,  854,  855;  claims 
Parliament  ha.s  a  right  to  leg- 
islate for  us,  ;  testimony 
to  Hawley.  588 ;  referred  to, 
856,  m. 

Hutchinson,  History  of  Massachu- 
setts, quoted,  167 .  note,  175. 

Indians,  fourth  conflict  with,  15 ; 
on  the  war  path,  IS;  burn 
town  of  Brunswick,  12 ;  Cana- 
da, join  the  Abeuakis,  ib. ; 
treaty  with  Canada  unsuccess- 
ful, ib.;  commissioners  sent 
to  Five  Nations,  18,  M  ;  con- 
ference at  DeerfieI(I  not  suc- 
cessful, IjS;  delegation  of,  at 
Boston,  ib.;  raid  on  northern 
frontier,  ib.;  depretlations  at 
Northiield,  Id;  engaged  to 
scout  at  Fort  Dummer,  21 ; 
ambuscade  near  Doerfield,  23 ; 
selling  liquor  to,  forbidden,  23, 
M;  leave  Canada  for  New 
England,  2i;  at  Deerfield  and 
Springfield,  26j  attack  party 
in  Pomeroy  meadovrs,  26,  21; 
diHcovered  near  WestiieU,  22 ; 
Norridgewocks  defeated,  tb.  ; 
fight  near  Ossipee,  2S :  dele- 
gates refuse  peace  commission- 
ers' terms, 't  1^;. ;  attack  men 
from  Deertield  and  Fort  Dum- 
mer, 33^  peace  with,  %b. ;  trade 


jay. 

with,  1(12 ;  attack  New  Eng- 
land towns,  142 ;  fight  at  Bars, 

148  ;  at  Southampton.  152. 155, 
163,  246,  'Ml ;  defeated  near 
Fort  Ma-ssachusetts,  153;  other 
forts  attacked,  but  assailants 
driven  away,  ib.;  surprise  a 

?arty  near  No.  4, 156 ;  attack 
!apt.  Melvin's  party,  loii ;  at- 
tacK  Fort  Massachusetts,  IfiQ; 
peace  with,  liia  ;  sell  land  to 
Stoddard,  163 :  negotiations 
with,  ib. ;  on  the  warpath,  245, 
249.  250;  employed  in  Crown 
Point  expedition,  267,  268 ; 
wagons  attacked  by,  265 ;  leave 
the  army,  221 ;  with  Dieakau, 
281,  note,  282 ;  in  Western 
Massachusetts,  288,  28fl;  at- 
tack prisoners,  290 ;  at  Col- 
rain  and  Hinsdale,  295 ;  last 
raid,  297.  298 ;  outrages.  415 ; 
defeat  Gen.  Harmar  and  St. 
Clair.  551  ;  referred  to,  286, 

292.  29L  300i  ^  1^  ^ 
Ingersoll,  Capt.  Jonathan,  killed, 

'283. 

Ingersoll,  Thomas,  lays  out  Stock- 
bridge,  m 

Island  Battre,  attempt  to  capture, 
128.  129.  130. 

Jameson,  Col.,  sends  message  to 
Arnold  of  Andre's  capture, 

434.  435. 

Janes,  Benjamin,  sells  homestead, 
89. 

Janes,  Elisha,  in  Hawley's  com- 
pany, 609;   in  Seven  Years' 

War,  612 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
•dier,  62iL 

Janes,  Jonathan,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 146,  606 ;  Committee 
of  Inspection,  353 ;  Revolu- 
titmary  soldier,  623. 

Janes,  Obadiah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 023. 

Janes,  Samuel  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623. 

Janes,  Samuel,  settles  in  Pas<;om- 
muck,  8fl  ;  builds  fort  at  East- 
hampton,  156  ;  released  from 
poll-tax,  lii2 ;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189 ;  peti- 
tions for  "noon  house,"  305. 
and  note  ;  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  602 ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  623. 

Jay,  Chief  Justice  John,  treaty 
with  England,  564^  tm 
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JEWET. 

Jewet,  Timothy,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 

Johnson,  Gapt.,  boards  Soth  Pom- 

eroy,  394. 
Johnson,  William,  commands 
army  against  Crown  Point, 
252.  ESS;  sends  detachment 
against  Dioskan,  2M  ;  reviews 
army,  2M  ;  woxmded,  2h8  ;  ap- 
points officers  to  fill  yacancies, 
284 :  erects  Fort  William  Hen- 
ry, succeeds  Gen.  Pri- 
deanz,  2M;  referred  to,  256, 
260.  261.  265.  2m,  267,  274. 
Jones,  Benoni.  referred  to,  81L 
Jones,  Giles,  prisoner,  'dM ;  en- 
listed in  Continental  army, 
^ft;  Revolutionary  soldier, 

Jones,  Ichabod,  prisoner,  367. 

Jones,  Uriah,  prisoner,  368. 

Jones,  William,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 023. 

Judd,  Asahel,  bnilds  fort  at  East- 
hampton,  liil ;  death  of.  SSfi  ; 
in  service  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg.  QM ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623. 

Judd,  Rev.  Jonathan,  admitted  in 
division  of  land,  184.  Ififl ; 
member  of  council,  214,  241 ; 
preaches  in  Northami)ton,  328; 
house  fortified,  headquarters 
for  guard,  2A&;  goes  to  Hat- 
field for  guard,  241;  expe- 
rience with  a  prisoner,  402, 
403 ;  member  or  council,  41fl ; 
referred  to,  246 ;  diary,  quo- 
ted, 2M ;  cited,  JiM ;  quoted, 
845^  373,  374,  453j  4fia ;  cited, 
m  "Ml  llii  quoted,  487, 

Judd,  Jonathan  Jr..  captain,  255; 
vote  for,  iSS  ;  account  of  mob 
at  Springfield,  494 :  diary, 
quoted,  MS,  Mi 
458.  461,  403.  468.  494.  509.  516, 
565.  note  L 

Jndd,  Samuel,  committee  to  enlist 
men,  432 :  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  fil2 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Judd,  Samuel,  provides  room  for 
school.  182 ;  receivoB  portion 
of  additional  grant,  iSfi  j  re- 
ferred to,  SSfi, 

Judd,  Samuel  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623. 

Judd,  Simeon,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62L 

44 


KENTFIELD. 

Judd,  Sylvester,  quoted,  359,  381. 

433,  443,  545.  618. 

Jndd,  Thomas,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  IMi 

Judd,  William,  receives  portion  of 
^ditional  grant,  IM;  peti- 
tions for  land  in  highway,  lfi3 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  628. 

Judd's  History  of  lladley,  quoted, 
23fi- 

Judd  MSS.,  cited,  tSj  quoted,  40^ 
81,  154,  16L  m  174,  203i 
note,  281  347,  384 ;  cited.  105  ; 
quoted,  41T716L  491^  4yaj  ci- 
ted, 534;  quoted,  543;  cited, 
575.  582 ;  quoted,  586, 610.  fil&. 

Kanasd,  MOSF.S,  inHawley'scom- 

J)any,  609. 
ing,  Robert,  prisoner,  enlisted 
in  Continental  army, 
Revolutionary  soldier,  623. 
Kellogg,  Chester,  Revolutionary 

soldier.  623. 
Kellogg,  Daniel,  delegate,  222; 

vote,  223. 
Kellogg,  Eli,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623. 
Kellogg,  Joseph,  bearer  of  dis- 
patches to  Canada.  11;  captain 
in  command  at  Northfield  dur- 
ing winter,  12 ;  goes  to  Albany 
to  enlist  Indians,  21 ;  interore- 
ter,  M;  truck-master  at  "Fort 
Dummer,  102 ;  in  command 
there,  104,  note  1 ;  referred  to, 
21. 

Kellogg,  Levi,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, ti2iL 

Kellogg,  Moses,  lieutenant,  386. 

Kellogg.  Nathaniel,  lieutenant  un- 
der Seth  Pomeroy,  150. ;  asked 
to  relieve  Major  Fomero^',  151; 
in  Boston,  152 ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  602. 

Kelly,  Hugh,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 6^3. 

Kelton,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 623 ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

Kendrick,  James,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623. 

Kenfield,  Mrs.  Dan,  receives  pay 
for  service  at  ordination  din- 
ner, 42ii. 

Kenfield,  Nathan,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  623. 
Kenlfield,  Daniel,  hired  to  serve, 
441 ;  in  Hawley's  company, 
608;  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
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KBNTFIELD. 

612 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 

023. 

Kentfield,  Dan.  Jr. ,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fi23 ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 6M. 

Kentfield,  Ebeuezer,  referred  to, 

m 

Kentfield,  Gad,  Revolutfonary  sol- 
dier, 322. 

Kentfield,  George,  in  Seven  Years' 

War,  012. 
Kentfield,  Naphtali,  Revolntion- 

ary  swjidier,  623. 

Kentfield,  Nathaniel,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  lfl9 ; 
in  Father  Kale's  War.  mL 

Kentfield,  Noah,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  623. 

Kentfield,  Mrs.  Noah,  receives  T»y 
for  service  at  ordination  din- 
ner, 420. 

Kentfield,  Shem.  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Einderhook,  roa<l  to  Albany 
thronprh,  253.  note ;  Pomeroy 
at,  278  :  soldiers  at,  293^  298^ 
2fii ;  mentioned.  2M,  255. 

Eine,  Rev.  Timothy,  member  of 
council,  119. 

King,  Abigail,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 

King,  ApoUos,  in  Seven  Tears' 
War,  m. 

King,  Ben,iamin,  bearer  of  dis- 
patches, 2IL 

King,  Capt.,  m 

King,  Daniel,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 

King,  Lient.  David,  on  board  man- 
oif- war  dnringr  attack  on  Louis- 
burg,  118,  IM. 

King,  Deacon,  confers  with  mob, 

King,  Ensign  Douglas,  355. 

King.  Eleazar,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  fil2. 

Eling,  Eleazar,  teaches  school.  307. 

King.  Elihu,  narrative,  IQIi ;  Rev- 
olutionary Holdier,  623  ;  in  Ely 
Insnrrection,  QM;  in  Shays 
Rebellion, 

King,  Elijah,  arrested  for  mali- 
cious mischief,  B15. 

King.  Elijah,  on  duty  at  South- 
ampton. 24h. 

King,  Elijah.  212 ;  in  Hawley's 
company,  6QS ;  in  Seven  Years* 
War,  6liL 

King,  Ensign  John,       ;  on  deer 


hunt,  4S9 ;  witness,  439,  44Q  i 
Revolutionary  soldier,  623 ;  in 
Ely  Insurrection,  631. 
King,  John,  in  Father  RfiJe's  War, 

King,  Joseph,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

King,  Serg't  Josiah,  in  Father 

R41e'8  War.  m 
King,  Medad,  on  guard  duty,  31 ; 

receives  portion  of  additional 

frant,  1S8:  in  Father  RSle's 
ViiT,  6fi5 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, Q2ji ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
ML 

King,  Paul,  hostage,  460,  4fi2  ?  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  613. 

King,  Phinehas.  receive  portion 
of  additional  grant,  12Q  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  623. 

King,  Phinehafi.  waits  on  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  New  Haven,  OL 

King,  Samuel,  in  Louisbnrg  expe- 
dition, 145,  BOf) ;  receives  por- 
tion of  acTfTTt  ion  al  grant.  190:  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisbnrg, 
601 ;  lieutenant,  Slia ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  012. ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  623 ;  referred  to, 
615. 

King,  Samuel  Jr.,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  623 ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 031 ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

King,  Silas,  on  duty  at  Southamx)- 
ton,  SiS ;  in  Seven  Years'  War, 
filS ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
623. 

King,   Ens.  Simeon,   in  Seven 

Years'  War,  612. 

King,  Thaddeua,  enlists  for  three 
months,  382;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631. 

King,  Titus,  carried  to  Canada, 
2511;  teaches  school,  ^50.  aill; 
petition  to  town.  421 ;  in  ser- 
vice after  fall  of  Lonisburg, 
607 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
633. 

Kingsley,  Aaron,  referred  to.  332. 

Kingsley,  Ebenezer,  on  guard 
duty,  31  ;  serg't  under  Seth 
Pomeroy,  150 ;  recfeives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  182.; 
lieutenant.  248  ;  killed,  285  ; 
in  Father  Rale's  War,  fiQ3  • 
sergeant,  602;  in  Hawley's 
companv,  600- 

Kingsley,  Elijah,  referred  to,  191- 
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KINOSI.BY. 

Kingsley,  Enos,  with  Moses  buys 
grist-mill,  builds  new  dam,  ^ 
signs  militia  company  agrree- 
ment,  5115  ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 

Kingaley,  Haines,  goes  \n  pursuit 
of  Indians,  15&;  a  tory,  872 : 

put  on  town  limits.  374  ;  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisburg. 
SSI  I  Revolutionary  soldier, 

Kingsley,  John,  referred  to,  2Si 

Kingsley,  Jonathan,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  186; 
in  Hawley's  company,  609 ; 
referred  to,  278. 

Kingsley,  Moses,  builds  grist-mill, 
fl^ ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional ^rant,  186;  one  negro, 
328 :  signs  militia  company 
ac'reemeiit,  325  ;  committee  to 
obtain  beef,  482 :  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  688. 

Kingsley,  Samuel,  builds  grist- 
mill. ii2 ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  IM;  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  231. 

Kingsley,  Dea.  Supply,  on  com- 
mittee to  settle  common  land 
controversy,  92 ;  lieutenant, 
108 ;  receives-  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  185 ;  singers  meet 
at  his  house,  aSl ;  in  Seven 
Years'  War,  fil2. 

Kinnard,  Moses,  in  Seven  Years' 
War,  612. 

Kinney,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62a. 

Kirkland,  Harvey,  referred  to,  482. 

Kirkland,  John,*  lieutenant,  322; 
captain,  405 ;  insane,  ib. 

Kirklaiid'e  Block,  mentioned,  83. 

Knap,  Ebenezer,  In  Hawley's  com- 
pany, 6il9. 

Knight.  Capt.  John,  prisoner.  3fiH. 

Knight,  LuciuB,  at  Chauiblee,  :-^S2. 

Knowlton,  Dr.  Charles  L.,  re- 
fwred  to>  609. 

La  Jonquiekf..  de,  in  command 
of  Frenchfleet  that  threatened 
New  England  coast,  152. 

Lafayette,  Marquis  de,  presents 
swords  tt)  oflScers, 

Lake  George,  army  encamp  near, 
253.  286 ;  mentioned,  268, 
282.  3M. 

Lamb,  Mrs.  M.  J.,  Framers  of 

Constitution,  quoted,  5M. 
Lamb's  Wire  Mill,  mentioned,  21. 
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Lambie's  Block,  mentioned,  88. 

Lancey,  de.,  Lieut.-GK)v.  of  New 

York,  m 
Lancton,  John,  in  Louisburg  ex-> 

pedition,  146. 
Lancton,  Jonathan,  at  Louisburg, 

Lane,  Abraham,  S.  H^,  Bevolu- 
tionary  soldier.  t)2:^. 

Lane,  Capt.  Ebenezer,  flre-warden, 
558;  school-committee,  566; 
member  of  committee  on  ca> 
nals,  526. 

Lane,  Mr.,  teacher,  582. 

LanesboHTOgh,  Jno. ,  prisoner,  868, 

Langdon,  Master,  HQ7. 

Langford,  Gteorge,  loses  his  gun, 
861,  362. ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier,  623. 

Lanjrton.  George,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623. 

Langton,  John,  purchases  Benoui 
Jones'  homestead,  82. 

Langton,  Samuel,  receives  portion 
of  adtlitioual  t?raut,  IBI;  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  lilJlL 

Lathrop,  J.  S.,  referred  to.  109. 

Lathrop.  Rev.  Dr.,  tradition  con- 
cerning Rev.  Mr.  Stoddard,  biL 

Launson,  Jacob,  878. 

Lave,  Mike,  prisoner,  868. 

Leavitt,  Kev,  Mr.,  substitute  mem- 
ber of  council,  222. 

Legg,  John,  Revolutionary  soldier, 
623. 

Lenox,  Convention  in.  490. 

Leonard,  John,  on  commission  to 
build  forts,  194. 

Levi,  M.  de.  attempt  to  recapture 
Quebec,  298.  m 

Lewis.  Cato,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Lexington,  first  battle,  359 ;  men- 
tioned, 550.  861,  364j  380,  449. 

Liffingwell,  Wm.,  in  Ely  Insur* 
rection,  fiBl. 

Light,  Robert,  prisoner,  868. 

Lime,  Peter,  prisoner,  i^68. 

Lincoln,  Major  Benjamin,  woimd- 
ed,  Mil ;  in  command  of  forces 
against  insurgents,  498,  602 ; 
at  Worcester,  504;  receives 
Shays'  proposition,  505  ;  orders 
militia  to  Springfield,  ib. ; 
marches  against  Day.  508 ;  dis- 

Satches  a  force  to  pursue  Lud- 
ingtou,  509  ;  marches  in  pur- 
suit of  Shays,  510.  511,  512 ; 
at  Hadley,  510;  reconnoitera 
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enemy's  position,  511 ;  flag  of 
trm^e  sent  to,  t6.;  discharges  a 
portion  of  his  army,  SIS;  re- 
ceived the  approval  of  the  leg- 

islatare.  ih.;  commissioner, 
512 ;  referred  to.  503,  507,  517. 
Lodge,  Henry  Cabot,  Studies  in 
History,  cited,  .397.  5il8,  602, 
603. 

Lomer,  Charles,  S.  H,^  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  623. 

Longeail,  M.  de,  attacked  Fort 
William  Henry,  2S1L 

Longfellow' 8  Evangeline,  286,  note. 

Longmeadow,  meeting-house,  US ; 
bell,  Opi  uoto;  soldiers  at 
Springfield,  485. ;  men  join  in- 
surgents, 121 ;  mentioned,  138, 
222,  241,  m,  459.  514. 

Loomer,  Darius,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, fiiiiL 

Loomer,  ^red,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 

m 

Loomis,  Amos,  receives  portion  of 

additional  grant,  185. 
Loomis,  George  L.,  referred  to, 

109. 

Lothridge,  Cant.  Robert,  marches 
to  relieve  tort  William  Henry, 
298. 

Loudon,  Earl  of,  commander-in- 
chief,  282 ;  countormauds  ex- 
pedition against  Crowii  Point, 
288 ;  attempts  capture  of 
Louisburg,  289  ;  removed, 

Louisburg,  troops  from,  capture 
Canseau,  108 ;  expedition 
against,  112-118 ;  surrenders, 
UJi ;  wages  of  troops  in  expe- 
dition, 120,  note  2  ;  returned 
to  the  French,  164 ;  another 
attempt  to  capture,  282 ;  cap- 
tured, 294,  225 ;  mentioned, 
119,  1-19,  156,  m 

Lovefield,  a  division  of  the  com- 
mons, 588. 

Love  well,  Capt.  and  men  Mlled  in 
fight  with  Indians  near  Ossi- 
pee,  2& 

Lucas,  Amaziah  at  Saratoga,  ME ; 

Revolutionary  soldier,  623* 
Lucas,  Asa,  Revolutionary  soldier, 

m. 

Lucas,  Asahel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, m. 
Ludden,  Asa,  lieutenant,  4^ 

Ludden,  Levi,  death  of,  ,'?86. 

Luddington,  Daniel,  one  of  the 
insurgents,  421 ;  captures  gov- 
ernment troops  and  is  cap- 


LYMAN. 

tured,  S^;  sentenced,  514. 
515 ;   Revolutionary  soldier, 

m 

Lurvey,  James,  484,  note. 

Lyman,  Abner.  constable,  873 ; 
at  (Quebec,  '•JR  ;  sergeant,  386; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  624» 

Lymau,  Abner,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  iSl ;  buys 
land,  015. 

Lyman,  Benjamin,  on  guard  duty, 
SI ;  buys  school  lands,  21 ;  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 
grant,  ;  friend  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 2M;  in  Father  R&le's 
War,  605. 

Lyman,  Benjamin,  receives  por^ 
tion  of  additional  grant,  189 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  (j24. 

Lyman,  Col.,  fire-warden,  558. 

Lyman,  Cornelius,  Revolationary 
soldier,  62 1 ;  Serg't  in  Sbays 
Rebellion,  Bili. 

Lyman,  David,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Lymiah.  Dr. ,  acts  as  chaplain,  510; 
referred  to,  405. 

Lyman,  Elias,  in  expedition  against 
Louisburg,  120,  {Mi ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
1S8 ;  tavern,  315,  note ;  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  and 
Inspection,  849,  3.58.  3.54;  mem- 
ber ProvinclaT  Congress,  357 ; 
committee  to  settle  new  min- 
ister, 412;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Lyman,  Elias  Jr.,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  12Q ;  Rev- 
olutionary ."oldier,  624. 

Lyman,  Elijah,  ensign^i,  liSii ;  Rev- 
olutiouary  soldier,  fi24. 

Lyman,  Elisha,  joiner,  32S ;  signs 
militia  company  agreement, 
875  ;  furnishes  for  ordination 
dinner,  420;  interested  in 
school  for  girls,  415  ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  624. 

Lyman,  Erastus,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Lyman,  Father,  referred  to,  282. 

Lyman,  Gad,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  1S5 ;  peti- 
tions for  precinct  meeting,  206: 
on  committ'p©  to  consider  bill 
pending  in  legislature,  323. 

Lyman,  Ens.  Gideon,  with  scout- 
ing party,  161 ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  IM  i 
referred  to,  UUL 
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Lyman,  Lieut.  Gideon,  on  com- 
mittee to  settle  common  land 
disputes,  Q± ;  starts  after  In- 
dian marauders,  Ihi ;  in  com- 
mand at  Fort  Massachusetts, 
IM ;  petitions  for  precinct 
meeting,  2iifi.;  in  command  of 
company,  2M :  petitions  for 
liberty  to  buy  Shepherd's 
Island,  SQE;  representatiTe, 
32i ;  soldier  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg,  601 ;  referred  to,  HI 4. 

Lyman,  Lieut.  James,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
IBS;  petitions  for  precinct 
meeting.  ^ ,  school-commit- 
tec,  306. 

Lyman,  Joel,  55E ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  6^4. 

Lyman,  John  and  Moses,  buy 
Mather  homestead,  65. 

Lyman,  Capt.  Jno.,  in  scouting 
expedition,  Ifil ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  p^rant,  1S5; 
in  service  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg,  m. 

Lyman,  John,  referred  to.  13.  69. 
note,  1.  544. 

Lynian.  Jolm,  finf'd  for  refusing 
office,  HI:  petitions  for  pre- 
cinct meeting.  2ii&  ;  tax,  32E ; 
Committee  of  Correspondence, 
Inspection  aiid  Safety, 
80^ :   Revolutionary  soldier, 

Lyman,  Jonathan,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624 

Lyman,  Capt.  Joseph,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185 :  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, MS. ;  Inspection  and 
Safety,  853.  354 ;  signs  paper 
renouncing'  British  anthonty, 
356  ;  captain.  iiM  ;  signs  mili- 
tia company  agreement,  315; 
at  Ticonderoga,  884 ;  captain 
Northampton  company,  3Sfi ; 
furnished  for  ordination  din- 
ner, 12Q ;  committee  to  obtain 
beef,  432;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624 ;  referred  to,  544. 

Lyman,  Judge  Joseph,  homestead, 
319,  note ;  referred  to,  122. 

Lyman,  Rev.  Joseph,  member  of 
council,  419 ;  preaches  fvmeral 
sermons,  408.  601 ;  funeral  ser- 
mon on  Caleb  Strong,  quoted, 
598.  594.  601.  602. 

Lyman.  Joshua,  corp.  in  Father 
Rales  War,  QiKL 


LTlfAN. 

Lyman,  Capt.  Josiah,  company 
near  Quebec,  382. 

Lyman,  Lemuel,  Rerolutiouary 
soldier,  634. 

Lyman,  Levi,  postmaster,  552 ; 
two  pen  stocJcs,  UQQ.;  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  6B2. 

Lyman,  Luke,  signs  militia  com- 
pany agreement,  Sli ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  624;  referred 
to,  462. 

Lyman,  Major,  aid  to  Gen.  Shep- 
herd, 5or>. 

Ljrman,  Master,  56t. 

Lyman,  Medad,  in  expedition 
against  Louisbnrg,  120,  006 ; 
receivfji  portion  of  additional 
grant,  185. 

Lyman,  Mercy,  wife  of  Major 
Hawley.  544. 

Lyman,  Mind  well,  setting  out,  13. 
14. 

Lyman,  Moses  and  John,  buy 
Mather  homestead,  65;  re- 
ferred to,  62. 

Lyman.  Capt.  Moses  Jr.,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
1S5  ;  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisburg,  602 ;  refei-red  to, 
107.  a03,  note. 

Lyman,  Moses,  referred  to,  62» 

Lyman,  Nathan,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  IM;  in 
Father  Rule's  War,  605. 

LjTuan,  Noah,  with  scouting 
party.  Ifil ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  6<1L 

Lyman,  Noah,  with  Seth  Pom- 
eroy,  394. 

Lyman,  Oliver.  Committee  of  In- 
spection. S52 ;  lieutenant,  856  ; 
captain,  386,  899, 402, 403 ;  mi- 
litia captain.  442 ;  Revolution- 
ary  soldier,  ()'24. 

LjTnan,  Phebe.  593. 

Lyman.  Gen.  Phinehas,  ordered  to 
build  fort,  253 ;  asked  to 
assist  in  presenting  the 
church's  case,  211;  Major 
Hawley  studies  with,  53.5. 

Lyman,  Phinehas,  surety  for  Ly- 
man, 4aii ;  confers  with  mob, 
462. 

Lyman,  Richard,  referred  to,  544. 
Lyman,  Samuel,  friend  of  Mr. 

Edwards,  2M. 
Lyman,  Samuel,  member  of  com- 
mittee'on  canals,  576,  note ;  in 
El  y  Insurrection ,  631 ;  in  Shays 
Reb<>lliou,  03^ 
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Ljman,  Saniael,  member  of  legis- 
lature. 570. 

Lyman,  Seth,  Irills  Allen  on  deer 
hunt,  4M ;  acquitted,  ib,;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  624. 

Lyman.  Seth  Jr.,  at  Qnebec,  312 ; 
deserted,  899j  killed,  5oli  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  fiM;  re- 
ferred to,  322. 

Lyman,  Thomas,  with  company  in 
sorrice  at  Boston,  3M;  Revo- 
lutionary soldior,  tiiil» 

Lyman,  Timothv,  lieutenant,  424. 

Lyman,  Capt.  William,  lientenant 
under  Soth  Pomeroy,  laQ  ;  sec- 
ond in  command  at  Fort  No. 
4,  IM ;  superintends  building 
of  fort  in  KasthamptoTi,  IQli  ; 
released  from  poll-tax,  151 ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  ISa ;  permitted  to  fence 
in  beach  on  island,  191 :  lien- 
tenant,  245j  SMS ;  captain  en- 
lists coniimuy  of  scouts,  251 ; 
with  Pomaroy  at  Crovm  Point, 
251.  2h2 ;  sent  to  reinforce 
army,  285  ;  committee  to  build 
CJonrt-House,  818,  319,  and 
note ;  captain  of  militia,  354 ; 
at  Loiiisbnra:',  QQ^ ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  fifil ; 
referred  to,  259,  3M. 

Lyman,  William,  interested  in 
new  school  for  gii'ls,  4l2&  ; 
member  of  aipiednet  company, 
5iifl ;  appointed  to  meet  legis- 
lative committee,  561. 

Lyman,  William,  Major-Gen.,  or- 
ders troops  to  Saratoga,  262; 
referred  to,  255,  267,  261,  268, 
277,  279. 

Lyman,  William,  teaches  school, 

Lyman,  Zadoc,  wife  accused  of 
reading  immoral  books,  206. 

Lynde,  Samuel,  corporal  under 
Seth  Pomeroy,  Jiiil ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg.  607. 

Lyon,  Marcus,  death  of, 

McCallum,  Alexandkr,  referred 

to,  552. 

McCredge,  Jno.,  prisoner.  36S. 
McCullock,  Henrv,  sentenced,  514, 

515 ;  referred  to,  51C,  512. 
McDonald,  Michael,  Revolution- 

ary  .soldier,  624. 
McDougal,  Gren.  Alexander,  H94. 
McFadyen,  Daniel,  prisoner,  368. 
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McGinnis,  Capt.,  mortally  wound- 
ed, 282. 

McKinstry,  John,  preaches  for 
first  precinct,  237.  and  note. 

McKoun,  Joseph,  and  family  car- 
ried to  Canada,  298. 

McLane,  Cuthlxrt.  ilfi. 

McLane,  John,  sells  land  to  Amos 
Hull,  .m 

McMa&ters,  Daniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624* 

McMaster's  History  of  American 
People,  quoted,  837.  note  1 ; 
cited,  485. 

McMillen,  Jeremiah,  wounded, 
506. 

Machim,  Jno.,  prisoner,  368. 
Mackey,  William,  prisoner,  H68. 
Maine.  Indians  of,  dispute  the 

claims  of  the  British,  15,  Ifi ; 

companies  enlisted,    103 ; 

troops  from,  4M.',  mentioned, 

32, 112. 

Majory,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62^ 

Mann,  Elias,  singing-master,  569, 
5Sa. 

Mansion  Honse,  mentioned,  558. 

Marchants,  John,  in  service  after 
faU  of  Louisburg,  QQjL 

Marchants,  Jotieph,  at  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts, IM;  builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  131 ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  HOT. 
•  Marsh,  Capt.  Moses,  marches  to 
the  relief  of  Fort  William 
Henry,  294. 

Marsh,  Timothy,  surety  for  Ely, 
457. 

Marshall,  Ethan,  in  Washington's 
army,  281 ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Marshall,  Huram,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  624. 

Marshall,  Lydia,  wife  of  Joseph 
Hawley,  5M. 

Marshall,  Samuel,  buys  grist-mill, 
22;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  IM ;  referred  to, 
107,  r>H4. 

Marshall,  Samuel  .Tr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant.  186. 

Massachusetts,  engaged  in  hostih- 
ties  with  Abenakis,  15 ;  issue 
of  paper  money  in,  Bil ;  settle- 
ments in  Western,  122;  com- 
panies enlisted  in,  103 :  fur^ 
nishes  men  for  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 113;  troops  raised 
for  Canada,  149,  2t)6 ;  ahtrm 
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in,  2fifi ;  troops  raised  in  1758, 
295 ;  smallpox  among  Indian 
tribes  in,  2M;  new'  govern- 
ment  formed,  392- 8&8  ;  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  398 : 
Continental  troops  raised  in, 
392 ;  one  half  the  militia  in 
active  service,  401 ;  troops 
from,  on  road  to  Saratoga, 
404  ;  constitiition  rejected,  425; 
convention  to  form  new  gov- 
ernment, 426:  accepted,  12^; 
currency.  426 ;  representatives 
iuBtructed,  M£:  last  call  for 
men,  Mfl ;  conventions  in,  452, 
453 ;  pardons  all  but  Ely,  4fi5 ; 
appoints  committee  to  investi- 
gate,  ib.;  tronhles  increase, 
483.  484;  legislature  fail±j  to 
remedy  the  evils,  4^  ;  citizens 
loan  money  to  qnell  rebellion, 
502 ;  citizens  of,  seized,  51fi ; 
convention  held  to  ratify  con- 
stitution, 524.  525 ;  new  post- 
office  in,  554;  stage  lines  in, 
555.  UM  ;  accepts  constitution, 
59<;-r)97  :  President's  call  for 
troops  in,  oM  ;  mentioned,  17^ 
54,  150,  15a,  158,  Tf^T^  169,  m 
253.  258.  276.  236,  ML  288.  ffi 
317.  H42.  34:3.  364.  365,  SIS.  376, 
380.  391.  405.  1^  412j  423,451, 
517.  540. 

Massachusetts  Gazette  and  Gen- 
eral Advertiser,  479.  note. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Collec- 
tions, (jnoted,  62^  64,  4Z4^  465. 

Massachusetts,  Records  of,  59^ 
note  IL 

Masters,   Daniel,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  ()24. 
Mather,  Cotton,  denounces  Stod- 

dardeanism,  52 ;  quoted,  75^ 

note  L 

Mather,  Rev.  Eleazar,  referred  to, 
53i  58,  69^  note  L 

Mather,  ElIaMm,  referred  to,  65* 

Mather,  Elisha,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fi24. 

Mather,  Increase,  denounces  Stod- 
dardeanism,  57j  defends  in- 
oculation. Eilil ;  referred  to,  QQ. 

Mather.  Chief  Justice  Samuel,  390^ 
4RR. 

Mather,  Dr.  Samuel,  committee  to 

seat  meeting'honse.  II ;  teach- 
er and  physician,  ;  commit- 
tee to  regulate  schools,  IM; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  IM ;  on  committee  to 
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establish  permanent  salary  for 

Mr.  Edwards.  \Stl ;  on  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  Mr.  Ed^ 
wards,  2ta  ;  friend  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. 2M ;  seeks  permission 
to  build  pew,  2M;  tax,  ii28; 
associated  with  Joseph  Haw- 
ley,  534.  543. 

Mather,  Samuel,  vote  for,  438. 

Mather,  Samuel,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Mather,  Timothy,  member  of 
aqueduct  company,  55fl ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  624. 

Mather,  William,  arrested  for  ma- 
licious mischief,  315. 

Matter  son,  John,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

Mattoon,  Ebenezer,  committee  on 
jail,  338 ;  at  Concord,  431 :  ap* 
pointed  to  draft  petition,  570. 

May,  Ezra,  chosen  major,  Saa ; 
colonel,  403 ;  at  battle  of  Be- 
mis  Heights,  404. 

May,  James,  prisoner,  368. 

Mayher,  Isaac,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, Qi^L 

Maynard's  Hoe  Shop,  mentioned^ 
32. 

Meacham,  John,  prisoner,  enlisted 
in  Continental  army,  399; 
"Revoltrtionary  soldier,  624. 

Meeting- JIou.se,  new  one  in  agita- 
tion .  67,  SS ;  other  houses  ex- 
amined and  materials  gath- 
ered. 68, 69i  location,  69;  work 
commenced,  70-71  ;  accidents, 
11 ;  spire  and  pews,  71^  22  ;  in- 
terior, ib.;  four  houses  like 
this  one,  78j  seating  and 
weather-vanes,  73,  and  note; 
rules  for  seating  committee, 
24 ;  seating  plan,  2Ii ;  first  oc- 
cupied, ib.;  accident  in  old 
meetiTig-house,  75,  26 ;  old  one 
disposed  of,  22;  disorder  in, 
ib. ;  porches  and  clock,  ib. ; 
lightning  strikes,  230; weather- 
cock bought,  ib.;  repaired  304. 
307.  425.  47ii  new  beU  for, 
broken  and  replaced,  308, 
SfiS;  alteration  in  seating  of, 
314;  too  small.  221 :  to  be  pa- 
trolled. 3SD :  Hill,  old  home 
lot  on,  615,  til6. 

Melvin,  Eleazar.  captain  of  scout- 
ing party  attacked,  159. 

Mercer,  Col,,  death  of,  287,  288. 

Meriam,  Hezpkiah.  Revolution ai"y 
soldier,  624. 


MERRICK. 

Merrick.  Capt.,  of  Mtinson,  348. 
Merrick,  Capt.  James,  starts  with 
rdief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 

m 

Merrick,  Rev.  Noali.  second  min- 
ister at  Southampton,  iiiL 

Metcalf,  Joseph,  seized  by  insur- 
gents, 51ft. 

Midah.  tiddler,  o(')2. 

Middlefielil,  insurgents  captured 
in,  m 

Middlesex  County,  court  stopped 

at,  489 ;  militia  of.  ordered 
out,  490.  498 ;  convention  in, 
4»r> :  militia  ordered  to  Spring- 
field, 505  :  Supreme  Ooiui;  in, 
&1& ;  referred  to,  314^  aiL 

Mill  River,  its  channel,  IM :  bridge 
built  over,  192.  ^04-805 ;  mill 
trench,  Elfi ;  flood.  829. 

Miller.  Aaron,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  iSii. 

Miller,  Abram,  wounded  by  In- 
dians, 2(?-ij7. 

Miller,  Abraham,  released  from 
noU-tax,  152 ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Lonii=!burj»,  607. 

Miller,  EV)Cnezer.  mount  built  near 
house.  Iffi;  in  Father  R&le's 
War.  tjM- 

Miller,  Jacob,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 824. 

Miller,  Lieut.  John,  on  guard 
duty,  SI ;  mount  built  near 
bouse,  ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  1 H7  ;  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  fiQ5;  re- 
ferred to,  IHL 

Miller,  John,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188. 

Miller.  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Miller,  Josejjh,  waits  on  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  New  Haven,  48. 

Miller,  Roger,  sit-k  at  Boston,  1^ ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  SM. 

Miller.  Sarah,  marries  Jonathan 
Allen.  440. 

Miller,  Zebadiah,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  iM;  Rev- 
olntionarv  soldier,  624. 

Miller's  Life  of  Edwards,  228. 

Minot's  Insurrections  in  Massa- 
chusetts, cited,  452^  484^  486, 
488,  522. 

Minute-men,  352,  355  ;  Northamp- 
ton, start  for  seat  of  war.  :^59. 
SfiQ:  at  Cambridge  and  Rox- 
bury,  Sfil ;  at  Dorchester,  362; 
return,  i5.;  rush  to  front,  365. 


MOSELEY. 

Missisquoi  Bay,  headquarters  of 
Gray  Lock,  23,  29.  30. 

Money,  ContinentairiM ;  decrease 
in  value,  442,  note  2^  4^to,  446 ; 
very  little  coin  in  circulation, 
MSi ;  counterfeit,  451L 

Monroe,  Col.  George,  in  command 
at  Fort  William  Henry,  28d; 
defends  the  fort,  2iliL 

Montague,  Capt.,  stationed  at 
Albany,  413. 

Montague,  David,  boatman  for 
Arnold,  488. 

Montague,  John  Jr.,  marriage,  18. 

Montague,  Peter,  in  Lonisburg  ex- 
pedition. M6 ;  carried  into 
Lonisburg  sick,  136. 

Montague.  Samuel,  delegate  from 
Sunderland.  223. 

Montague,  represented  at  conven- 
tion, M9;  votes  in  favor  of 
holding  court,  380.;  canal  to 
Ije  built  around.  Falls,  576; 
mentioned,  501,  SffiL 

Moutcuhu, Marquis  de,in  command 
of  French  forces,  283;  cap- 
tures Oswego,  287-288 :  cap- 
tures Fort  William  Henry, 
289.  2flQ;  returns  to  Canada, 
2fiS ;  death  of,  SSS ;  referred 
to,  gfiL 

Montgomery,  Gen.  Richard,  in 
command,  3ifi  ;  killed  at  Que- 
bec, 321 ;  referred  to,  328. 

Montreal,  campaign  against,  226 ; 
reduction  of,  223;  captured, 
32fi ;  mentioned,  28,  29L  299, 
377.  380. 

Moodv,  Ezra,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 

632.  m 

Moody,  Noah,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 

Moody,  Rev.  Samuel,  593. 

Moore,  William,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  570,  note. 

Moore,  William,  prisoner,  308. 

Morgan,  Judah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fi24. 

Morristown,  winter  quarters  at, 
42i ;  mentioned,  884^  382. 

Morse,  John,  deputy  sheriflF,  -536. 

Morse,  Thomas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624. 

Morse's  Geography,  cited,  582. 

Mort^on,  Noah,  in  Lonisburg  ex- 
pedition, 1ASL 

Morton,  Salmon,  death  of,  884. 

Moseley,  Lieut.  David,  pursues 
Indian  marauders,  152;  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  'dti^ 
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MOSKLEY. 

Moseley,  Col.  John,  382;  com- 
mands regiment  to  reinforce 
Oates,  ^ 

Moseley,  Jonathan,  petition  re- 
fused. 396. 

Mott,  Capt.  Edward,  in  charge  of 
expedition  against  Ticondero- 
ga,  864, 

Monlton,  Capt.,  in  expedition 
against  Abeuakis  at  Norridge- 

wock.  2!L. 
Mt.  Holyoke.  naming  of.  !iL 
Mount  Tom  fenced  for  sheep  pas- 
ture. ^  ;  origin  of  name,  HA ; 
mentioned,  69,  89. 
Mnrray,  HannaET  sues  the  town, 
5IL 

Murray,  Col.,  officers  of  regiment 

resign,  356  ;  in  command, 
Mnrray,  Gen.,  at  Montreal,  2S8 ; 

dereatM  at  Quebec,  ib. 

MuiTey,  Matthew,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  m. 

Murray,  Seth,  captain,  387,  403. 

Murrayfield,  road  from  Northamp- 
ton to,  314 ;  men  in  first 
Hampshire  regiment,  355_; 
votes  against  session  of  court, 
890  ;  mentioned,  389^  41fl. 

Muster-rolls,  1722  to  1725,  fiO.>6Q6 ; 
soldiers  at  Louiaburg,  145, 146, 
60fi  ;  soldiers  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  602 ;  Capt. 
Elisha  Hawley's  company  at 
Crown  Point,  liiiS ;  soluiers  in 
Seven  Years'  War,  610-615 ; 
Revolutionarv  soldiers,  616- 
4iM ;  Capt.  Allen's  Mob  Roll, 
1782,  631 ;  Capt.  Allen's  Pay- 
Eoll,  1786,  631-632:  Capt.  Rus- 
sell's Pay-Roil,  1787,  632-6:33. 

2^AiCH,  Thoma-S,  prisoner,  368. 

Nash,  Daniel,  605. 

Nash,  Eli  sha.  head  of  mob,  i62; 

in  Shays  Rebellion,  63H. 
Nash,  Enos,  delegate  from  Had- 

ley,  223. 

Nash,  Joeiah,  in  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, 146.       ;  eick. 

New  England,  8^  a ;  troops  in 
Lotiisbnrg  expedition,  112 ; 
company  from.  121 ;  French 
and  Indians  harass  frontier, 
Ml ;  levies  at  Louisburg,  M9 ; 
first  schools  in,  1H2 ;  great  re- 
vival, 198-201 ;  freed  from  en- 
emy, 3SS ;  successful  raids 
made  upon  the  coast,  115  ;  no 
troops  from,  in  the  South,  436 ; 


NIAGARA. 

no  manufactures  in,  5 26 ; 
church  music  in,  520-530 ;  m- 
terested  in  settlement  of  Ohio, 
5Mi ;  first  canal  in,  516 ;  en- 
dorses. Gov.  Strong,  iMKl :  men- 
tioned. 138,  152,  mL  202^  2^ 
240.  Bm,  321,  350,  m 

New  England er,  quoted,  44^  note ; 
cited,  58.  rM. 

New  Hampshire,  engaged  in  hos- 
tilities with  Abeuakis,  15 ;  set- 
tlements in,  102 ;  furnishes 
men  for  Louisburf?  expedition, 
llE;  southern  boundary  line 
adjusted,  153 ;  Indian  attack 
in,  2M ;  people  killed  in,  849, 
250.  288  ;  insurgents  flee  to, 
512. ;  stage  line  in,  555 ;  men- 
tioned, 28.  127,  253.  895. 
297.  322. 

New  Haven,  company  of  volun- 
teers raised  in,  364 ;  raided, 
42a ;  mentioned,  43,  48^  49^  266. 

New  Jersey,  sent  money  for  expe- 
dition against  Louisburg,  llii ; 
Washington  driven  from,  388 ; 
successful  raids  upon,  415 ; 
mentioned,  237^  379,  423. 

New  London,  soldiers  in,  413 . 
tliruatened,  423 ;  expedition 
against,  444. 

New  York  City,  captured,  32fi; 
Washington  near,  382;  in 
hands  of  enemy,  388 ;  Bur- 
goyne  marchtjs  to,  401 ;  only 
point  held  by  British,  415. 424, 
444  ;  mentioned,  44,  484,  iM. 

New  York  State,  voted  money  and 
guns  for  expedition  again  ifc 
Louisburg,  113 ;  troops  for 
Canada  raised  in,  149,  376 ; 
tribes,  162  ;  commissioners  ap- 
pointed, 120;  English  settle- 
ments in,  243 :  call  for  soldiers 
from,  264.  2M  :  alarm  in.  290  ; 
not  in  sympathy  with  iusur^ 
gents,  4^  .•  insurgents  flee  to, 
512 ;  mentioned,  101.  233^  382, 
292.  384,  387,516,  517,  572.  THT, 
582.  '  ' 

New  York  Col.  Documents,  quo- 
ted, 28,  note,  147^  153,  note  1, 
154.  note  L 

New  York  Historical  MSS.,  quo- 
ted, 16L 

Newport,  captured,  388.  414,  415. 

Newspapers,  no  daily,  112 ;  circu- 
latod  by  postriders,  ^ ;  in- 
fluence, 483. 

Niagara,  mentioned,  244,  255,  287. 
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mVERVILLE. 

Niverville,  Sieur  Baptiste  Bouch- 
er de,  his  forces  attack  Fort 
No.  4,  lii3  ;  destroys  property, 
164,  and  note  1 ;  leads  attack 

on  Fort  Massachusetts,  16 1. 
Northuinpton,  first  houses  in.  1  ; 
men  from,  on  garrison  dnty, 
iZ  ;  Indians  attack  party  from, 
2& ;  men  on  gu£ird  duty  in,  SI ; 
in  danger  from  roving  bands 
of  Indians,  33i  M ;  not  forti- 
fied, M ;  schoolmaster's  salary 
increased,  ib.;  sower  contro- 
versy, M.  iiu ;  testimony  of 
Jonathan  Edwards,  36^  22 ; 
care  of  nanpers,  31 ;  trespass- 
ers fiuea,  ;  buitiug  (rattle 
prohibited,  4fi  ;  appoints  com- 
mittee to  provide  colleague 
pastor,  42;  terms  of  settle- 
ment proposed,  44,  45 ;  sells 
land,  45,  M  ;  buys  ht>me3ttiad 
for  MfTIEdwards,  431  ^ ;  pays 
Mr.  Edwards'  companion  on 

1'oumeys,  lii ;  journey  from  to 
iostoD,  50i  and  note ;  Mr. 
Stoddard's  funeral  sermons 
printed,  52 ;  votes  to  build 
new  meeting-house,  67.  68,  II; 
revivals,  borrows  money, 
22  ;  instructs  seating  commit- 
tee, 21 ;  justices  to  preserve 
order  in  meeting-house,  22 ; 
bounty  for  killing  crows,  88, 
310,  574;  maps  of,  565 : 
sheep  raising,  M;  dogs  not 
allowed  to  run  at  large,  83^  84^ 
aS;  physicians  and  surgeons 
in,  ^  86_i  school  building 
moved,  aft ;  town-meetings 
held  in  meeting-house,  ffl ; 
Court-House  and  town-house 
built,  87^  88 ;  pays  share  of 
cost,  82 ;  Southampton  taxes, 
8S:  town  officers  elected  by 
nlurality  vote,  8iS,  81} ;  school- 
nur  at  Pascommuck.  89,  90; 
sens  school  lands,  01 ;  grants 
grist-mill  privile{j;e,  92^  flS ; 
geeks  le{<al  advice  over  com- 
mon land  controversy,  93^  M ; 
settled  for  ten  years,  ^  25 ; 
again  in  dispute,  95^  stiits 
against  trespassers,  M ;  finally 
settled,  92 ;  grants  land  to 
Southampton,  ib,  ;  schools  in 
outer  di.stricts  established,  98; 
highway  encroachments  dealt 
with,  99j  refuses  Mr.  Ed- 
wai-ds'  request,  ib.,  and  note  ; 


NORTHAMPTON. 

almshouse,  lOOi  222 ;  disordef 
among  the  youth,  IM;  Sab- 
bath wardens  appointed,  lOQ. 
101  ;  number  of  deaths  in,  101; 
soldiers  from  Worcester  sent  . 
to,  Iflfi ;  town  divided  into 
squadrons,  106.  1112 ;  forted 
houses,  IM ;  mounts  in  differ- 
ent parts  of.  107-110  ;  volun- 
teers from,  pursue  Indians, 
111 ;  furnishes  men  for  expedi- 
tion against  Louisburg,  UAi 
soldiers  return  homo ,  118, 119  : 
none  killed,  Hi} ;  their  names, 
120 ;  releases  soldiers  from 
poll-tax,  152  ;  vote  about  wood 
for  schools,  129;  boards  the 
school  mii«t  er,  t6. ;  a  p  p  o  i  n  t  s 
committee  to  improve  the 
schools,  180. 181 ;  new  school- 
house  in  Second  Precinct,  181 ; 
makes  allowance  for  deprecia- 
tion in  currency,  182,  IM  ;  di- 
vision of  the  land  granted  by 
legislature  in  1702.  IM;  rules 
of  division,  183,  184 :  nnml)er 
of  acres  in  meadow  land.  IM ; 
takes  measures  to  prevent  Mill 
River  overflowing  its  bank, 
191 ;  new  bridge  and  cost.  1_!}2, 
82S;  neiw  ponnd  bnilt,  IS^ 
sells  portion  of  highway, 
193 ;  town  warrants  not  re- 
corded, 193.  IM ;  precinct 
meetings,  194.  807 ;  per- 
manent salary  granted  Mr. 
Edwards,  195-197  ;  special 
committee  to  preserve  order 
on  the  Sabbath.  197,  198;  great 
revival  in,  liiMUT;  good  re- 
sults, 2QlQ;  dismissal  of  .Tona^ 
than  Edwards,  223.  2M  ;  not 
wholly  to  blame,  225^  326; 
Rev.  Mr.  Hooker  called,  24fl; 
ordained,  241  ;  cost  of  ordina- 
tion, 24i;  inventory  of  stock 
of  am  munition,  244 ;  sends 
guard  to  Sputhampton,  245; 
soldiers  from,  march  to  Crowa 
Point,  253.  2H5  ;  French  neu- 
trals in,  28(3,  287  ;  sends  men 
to  TiconderogH,  295 ;  soldiers 
march  for  Canada,  296 ;  war 
not  discussed  in  town-meeUng, 
300  ;  fines  for  refusing  town 
offices,  801,  SQ2;  new  school- 
houses  b\nTt,  302,303,  381,528? 
claims  Shepherd's  Island, 
308 ;  hires  only  grammar 
schoolmaster,  IMli ;  refuses  re- 
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ueet  to  use  achool-house  Sun- 
ay,  305,  and  m)te  ;  appoiBtS 
school-oommittee,  800  ;  in  - 
stmcts  them,  806,  302  :  meet- 
ing-honse  repaired.  'dQl ;  pnr- 
chases  new  bell,  308,  aiiS ;  old 
bell  sold,  aofi :  laiid  sold,  aiO  ; 
new  jail  built,  ib.;  indicted 
for  defective  highway,  811, 
3M ;  no  opposition  to  division 
of  county,  311,  SM;  lawsuit, 
312 ;  petitions  to  be  made  the 
shire  town,  312.  313.  atid  note ; 
new  road  to  Westliampton, 
;  young  men  arrested,  S15 ; 
sleigh-rides,  315,  note  ;  claims 
if^land  formed  by  mill  trench, 
316  ;  proix>jjes  to  build  work- 
house, 3n  ;  new  town  hall,  ib. ; 
new  Court-House,  317-3-20  ;  ap- 
points comuiittee  to  consider 
bill  pending  in  legislature,  323; 
town  action  on  the  same,  if). ; 
declines  to  send  delegates  to 
couventiou.  ;  with  South- 
ampton forms  one  representa- 
tive district  326.  322 ;  census, 

337,  828;  slaves,  328j  town 
taxes,  8|8i  32d ;  damage  by. 
rain  and  flood,  8^ ;  bridge  car- 
ried away,  ib.;  county  courts 
held  in,  SM ;  grants  West- 
hampton's  petition,  833,  iiS; 
town-meetings,  333 ;  people 
warned  out  of  town,  333, 
334.  53-,\  533 ;  bounty  Tor 
wolves,  334,  338 ;  grants 
Pascommuck's  petition,  334, 
335 ;  new  jail  built,  2M ;  de- 
scription. 232 ;  another  one 
built,  887i  aaa;  horse-blocks, 

338.  and  note,  477 ;  potter}', 
338.  339,  526  ;  Burj'ing  yard 
improved,  3Sfi;  fails  to  re- 
spond to  Boston's  appeal,  341, 
343 ;  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence chosen,  34S ;  conven- 
tion in,  349-351  ;  Committee  of 
Inspection,  ii33  ;  an  article  in 
warrant  respecting  Province 
taxes,  ib. ;  militia  companies 
in,  354.  356.  32S  ;  provides  am- 
munition, 358.  4(>2,  IM;  men 
start  for  the  war.  Ml ;  at  Rox- 
bury,  3fil ;  prisoners  sent  to 
jail,  WL  m  37(L:  poliHcal 
parties  in,  371.  '612.;  tories  in 
jail,  812  ;  resolutions  against 
mobs.  314  ;  tone**  pnt  on  town 
limits,  ib.;  mm  iu  (Quebec  ex- 
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pedition,  322 ;  their  return, 

379  ;  Highlanders  in  jail,  384; 
soldiers  enlisted  in,  385.  38fi ; 
muster,  ;  meeting  of  Com- 
mitteps  of  Correspondenoe  in, 
389  ;  votes  iu  favor  of  holding 
court,  furnishes  supplies 
for  the  army.  'Ml ;  warrant  for 
town-meeting.  3112;  vote.s  for 
permarient  lorm  of  govern- 
ment, ib.;  new  constitution 
accepted,  2^ ;  meeting  of 
Committet'S  of  Safety,  in  325  ; 
doings  of  the  convention,  3M ; 
enlists  men  for  Continental 
army,  398^  422 ;  bounty,  328 ; 
soldiers  return  without  leave, 
399 ;  votes  pay  for  soldiers, 

399-  400  ;  men  for  Ticonderoga, 

400-  401  ;  other  calls  for  men, 
401,  403,  405,  418.  413.  43J.  433, 
435,  441.  438.  443.       ;  alarm 
in,  4Q1 ;  Hessian  prisoners  at. 
402 ;  men  lose  knapsjxoks  and 
clothing,  iM;   smallpox  in, 
402;  builds  pest-house,  409, 
571  ;  soldiers  inoculated,  403 : 
committee  to  prevent  monopo- 
ly and  oppression,  ib.\  com- 
mittee to  procure  new  minis- 
ter, ib. ;  soldiers'  families  cared 
for,  ib.;  prisoners  at  Quebec 
reimbursed,    410. :  donation, 
412 ;  requisition  for  clothing, 
413  ;  articles  of  confederation 
approved,  416 ;  gives  Rev. 
Solomon  Williams  a  call, 
41S;  his  salary.  413;  ordina- 
tion dinner,  42Q;  furnishes 
wood,  420,  421;  grants  peti- 
tioners' prayer,  421 ;  refuses 
King's  request,  ib.;  makes  al- 
lowances tor  schools,  ib.;  in 
New  London  esx't^dition,  423 ; 
in  Claverack  Tour,  424 ;  sends 
delegates  to  convention,  42&} 
appoints  committee  to  con- 
sider  form  of  government, 
487,  423;  appoints  committee 
to  make  new  draft  of  consti* 
tution,  422;  new  draught  de- 
bated, ib.;  votes  not  to  regu- 
lat*  prices,  4SQ;  not  repre- 
sented at  Concord,  431 ;  con- 
vention in,  ib.;  Sheldon's 
Light-Horse  quartered  in.  436; 
removed,  132  ;  horses  and  beef 
furnished,  487.  438  ;  new  con- 
stitution  adopted.  43S;  sys- 
tem of  drafting,  441^  4M ;  pays 
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teamsters  for  carrying  public 

stores,  AM  ;  beef  and  clothing 
for  the  army,  445,  446 ;  votes 
to  borrow  money,  445.  note  1 ; 
no  farther  allowance  mat^e  the 
assessors  for  dinners,  446 ; 
new  law  to  preserve  order  in 
meeting-honse,  442 ;  petitions 
General  Court  for  immunities 
to  soldiers,  US ;  delinquent 
classes  assessed.  441i ;  counter- 
feit money,  4M;  ferry,  ib.; 
sends  delegates  to  Hatfield  con- 
vention, 454 ;  mob  endeavors 
to  stop  courts  in,  454-456 ; 
Ely's  trial  in,  45fi ;  pursues  the 
mob,  dSSt ;  hostages  m  jail,  4M ; 
mob  attempts  to  release  them, 
461-463 ;  situation  grave,  4M: 
delegates  at  Hatfield  and  Ilad- 
ley  conventions.  467,  4Ji9; 
many  assemble  to  stop  the 
courts,  ^li^;  removal  of  the 
courts  to,  agitated,  ib. ;  news 
of  peace  in,  471,  422;  search 
for  Norton,  472 ;  a  remon- 
strance and  i)etitiou,  473 ; 
votes  to  protect  the  clock 
winder,  4  <3,  and  note  ;  sun- 
dial, 421 ;  Easthampton  estab- 
lished, ib,;  company  march  to 
Springfield,  ib. ;  refuses  to  ad- 
mit girls  to  public  schools,  475; 
opposes  division  of  county, 
478.  560.  5fil ;  newspaper  es- 
tablisTied,  4/^0-4^3 ;  opening 
act  in  Ely  and  Shays  rebellion 
in,  483 :  votes  on  the  "griev- 
ances," lai ;  court  in,  broken 
up.  488,  4S2-,  sends  militia  to 
Springfield,  4{M.  41i&  ;  skirmish 
with  Berkshire  insurgents, 4^, 
499  :  men  protect  arsenal, 
insurgents  in,  508 ;  G^en.  Lin- 
coln's army  in,  hanging 
in,  516,  592 ;  incident  of  rebel- 
lion,  512  ;  commissionera  meet 
in,  51S ;  people  sent  to  jail, 
521,  522 ;  probata  court  held  in 
jail,  522;  instructs  representa- 
tive, iiJiS ;  men  sent  to  protect 
General  Court,  ib. ;  sends  del- 
egates to  convention,  524;  in- 
structs them,  ib. ;  regula- 
tions in  regard  to  funerals,  58.5, 
586;  paper-mill,  526,  5J7j 
duck,  527  ;  rope  made,  538  ; 
Lickingwater  bridge  repaired, 
52&;  law  against  ball  playing, 
ib.;  church  service,  to.;  sing- 


NOETHPIELD. 

ing,  529,  530.  565,  5fia ;  new 

method  of  singing  opposed, 
530.  Sill ;  choristers  employed, 
5S1;  noted  for  excellence  of 
church  music,  ib. :  new  school- 
house  at  Licking  water,  532, 
553 ;  Hawley's  land  in,  545 ; 
wins  lawsuit,  ib.;  accepts 
Hawley's  gift,  ib.;  sells  prop- 
erty, 545,  Mfi ;  Hawley  fund, 
546 ;  western  emigration,  550, 
551 ;  loses  men  in  St.  Clair's 
defeat.  551 ;  schooling  girls, 
651-553 ;  aids  Rev.  Mr.  Wil- 
haras,  554. 5fi2 ;  post-oflfice,  554« 
556 ;  stage  lines  through,  555. 
556  ;  stages  help  the  town,  ib. ; 
fire-engines  in,  557.  558,  573 ; 
fire  in,  55ii;  fire-wardens,  ib.; 
aquednct  built,  553.;  dancing, 
561-563  ;  new  schools,  563; 
bridge  over  Lickingwater,  ib.; 
soldiers  raised,  i^;  treas- 
urer's books  burned,  565  ;  citi- 
zens petition  for  singing  mas- 
ter, ib.;  school-committee  and 
reports,  5fifi;  votes  against 
revision  of  constitution,  SM; 
guide-posts,  5M:  votes  in  fa- 
vor of  treaty,  569-570  ;  the  pe- 
tition to  legislature  approved, 
52fl  ;  gee  so,  511  ;  protection 
against  fires,  571-572  ;  fire  com- 
panies, 574 ;  canal  at  South 
Hadley  Falls,  571-576;  had 
landing  place  in  Springfield, 
515 ;  freight  carted  around 
falls,  ib.;  dam  causes  sickness 
in,  577.  578,  519;  attempt  to 
remedy  the  trouble,  580  :  ille- 
gal voting,  532 ;  school-house 
m  Easthampton  and  Roberts 
Meadow,  582,  583 ;  South 
Street  reduced,  584 ;  tithing- 
men  directed,  ib. ;  schoolmis- 
tresses, 586,  5i2;  school-dis- 
trict, 587,  588 ;  trial  and  exe- 
cution of  Halligan  and  Dailev, 
589-592  ;  mighty  men  of,  60'B, 
604 ;  Historv  of,  vol.  cited, 
TOO.  2L  35i  58, 66,  69,  89, 
g;  166,  IMT 

NortEampton  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings, 615. 

Northfield,  reoccupied,  15 ;  garri- 
soned, 17,  iai22;  two  men 
killed  atTlfi;  Indian  depreda- 
tions in,  19  ;  pays  share  of  cost 
of  Court-Ilouse,  01 ;  men  in 
Louisburg  exi)edition,  114; 
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men  killed  near,  154,  1 55 ; 
Aaron  Belding  killed  in,  IM  ; 
grants  land  to  John  Stoddard, 
IfiZ ;  Indians  near,  288 ;  repre- 
sented at  convention,  849 ; 
Gen.  Shepherd  in,  514,  515 ; 
Busseirs  forces  in,  522 ;  men- 
tioned, 30,  15G^  159,  290, 
315,  380.  aSii ;  History  of,  cited, 

KortoQ,  Daniel,  shingling  bam, 
472  ;  kills  Brown  and  escapes, 
ib. ;  tried  and  sentenced,  ib. 

Norton.  Elisha,  iu  Louisborg  ex- 
pedition. 145- 

Norton's  Redeemed  Captive,  cited, 

m 

Nor  walk  raided,  mentioned, 

Norwich,  road  to,  S14 ;  soldiers  in 
first  Hampshire  regiment,  355; 
in  favor  of  coiitiuuing  the 
courts,  890;  insurgents  in,  502 ; 
mentioned,  137,  335,  387, 

Nova  Scotia,  comes  into  possession 
of  Kiigland,  16j  an  attack  upon 
contemplated,  244;  expedition 
against,  28fi ;  criminals  trans- 
ported to,  for  trial,  2M ;  men- 
tioned, 28L 

Nutting,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 684. 

Nutting,  Saul,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624. 

Ohio,  French  establish  posts  in, 
248 ;  expedition  to  drive 
French  from,  iLM  ;  valley  set- 
tled, 550  ;  mentioned,  295, 424. 

Ohio  Company  petitions  Congress 
for  land,  orjQ. 

Old  Rainbow,  m 

Olds.  Nathaniel,  in  Loisisburg  ex- 
pedition, iM. 

Oliver.  Judge.  213- 

Osborne,  Jacob,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 

Oswego,  French  capture,  281; 
mentioned,  244,  298.  JLLL 

Otis,  James,  S2ii;  signature,  Sfifl  ; 
referred  to,  325- 

Otis,  Jonathan,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 621x 

Otis.  Samuel  A.,  commissioner, 
519. 

Owen,  Joseph,  2Ifi- 

Page,  captured,  4SL 

Page.   Jonathan,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  624- 


PARSONS. 

Pancake  Hill  or  Plain,  46,  and  note 
1 ;  land  sold,  ilM :  gallows 
erected  on,  515 ;  field  for  train- 
ing on,  a2& ;  mentioned,  310. 

Pardee,  Aaron,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 624- 

Parkman,  Rev.  Mr.,  substitute  for 
member  of  cotmoil,  222. 

Parkmau's  Half  Century  of  Con- 
flict, cited,  148,  153- 

Parks,  Asa,  Revolutionary  soldier, 
624- 

Parks,  Q«n.  Warham,  arrives 
with  reinforcomonts,  462;  re» 
ceives  the  thanks  of  court,  463; 
captain  of  militia,  IM;  ap- 
pomted  to  draft  petition,  570. 

Parker,  Lieut.  Jonas,  conveys  pris- 
oners to  Northampton  jail, 
362 ;  letter  to,  367.3H0  ;  re- 
ferred to,  370. 

Parmenter,  Capt.  Jason,  captured 
and  sentenced,  514,  515  ;  re- 
ferred to,  516,  ilST^ 

Pamel,  Archibald,  in  Lonisburg 
expedition,  146. 

Parry,  Edward,  prisoner,  369. 

Parsons,  Abigail,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  ISS;  re- 
ferred to,  107. 

Parsons,  Asahel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  624- 

Parsons,  Azariah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625- 

Parsons,  Bela,  RevoltitioiiAry  sol- 
dier,  625. 

Parsons.  Benjamin,  in  expedition 
against  Lonisburg,  121i  ;  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 
grant.  LS8 ;  agent  to  defend 
the  suit  against  Northampton, 
311. 

Parsons,  Catherine,  seamstress, 
12- 

Parsons,  Daniel,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 682. 

Parsons,  Rev.  David,  sermon  at 
ordination,  241. 

Parsons,  Ens.  Ebenezer,  commit- 
tee to  build  meeting-house, 
ea ;  in  Father  Rale's  War,  605- 

Parsons,  Eli.  commands  insurgent 
forces,  504;  forms  junction 
with  Shays,  502 ;  pardoned, 
fill ;  referred  to,  518. 

Parsons.  Elihu,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  185; 
friend  of  Mr.  Edwards,  2M^. 

Parsons,  Elisha,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625- 
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Pareons,  Ephraim,  Revolutionary 
soldier, 

Parsons,  Gideon,  on  ^nard  duty, 
31 ;  in  Louisbiirg  expedition, 
145.  fififi ;  released  froiu  poll- 
tax,  153 ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  U6j  in 
Father  Rale's  War.  606j  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisburg, 

Parsons,  Hannah,  school-teacher, 

m 

Parsons,  Isaac,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  18^ ;  school- 
committee.  306 ;  opposed  to 

new  method  of  singing,  531 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  fi25 ;  re- 
ferred to,  586.  not«. 

Parsons.  Israel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, Q2IL 

Parsons,  Jacob,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  185 ;  Com- 
mittee of  Corresj)ondence,  849; 
Committee  of  Insx)ection,  35 B. 
354,  IM  ;  committee  to  settle 
new  minister,  llfl ;  chairman, 
449:  opposed  to  new  method  of 
singing,  ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fi25 ;  referred  to,  586. 
note. 

Parsons,  Joel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Parsons.  John  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  625. 

Parsons,  Lieut.  John,  mount  near 
house,  IM ;  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg.  tillL 

Pi^sons,  Jonathan.  Revolutionary 
soldier,  623 ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 638. 

Parsons,  Joseph,  came  with  horses 
for  Seth  Fomeroy,  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  625. 

Parscms,  Joseph  Jr.,  at  Quebec, 
322  ;  prisoner,  S2fl ;  reimbursed 
410 ;  chorister,  531 ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  625. 

Parsons,  Joseph,  member  of  legis- 
lature, iiS;  sketch  of,  ib.;  com- 
mittee to  choose  colleague  pas- 
tor, 42. 

Parsons,  Joseph,  referred  to, 

Parsons,  Josiah,  buys  land  in 
Slough  Hill,  M ;  home  lot,  102 : 
receives  i^ortion  of  additional 
grant,  1B8;  opposed  to  new 
method  of  singing,  531 ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  625 ;  re- 
ferred to,  586. 
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Parsons,  Justin,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion. 683. 

ParsouB.  Medad,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 14G,  60(i ;  Kovolution- 
ary  soldier,  625. 

Parsons,  Mrs.  Mercy,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  185. 

Parsons,  Moses,  Revolutionary  koI« 
dier,  625  ',  in  Sbays  liebellion, 
632.  633. 

Parsons,  Nathaniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fi-'5. 

Parsons.  Noah,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186 ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  625. 

Parsons,  Oliver,  three  months' 
man,  382;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Parsons.  Phinehas,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  62^^. 

Parsons,  Prudence,  school-teacher, 
586.  note. 

Parsons.  Rachel,  school-teacher, 
58f).  note. 

Parsons,  Col.  Samuel  H^^  one  of 
the  promoters  of  scheme  to 
capture  Ticonderoga,  i^M . 

Parsons.  Samuel,  33ii ;  lieutenant, 
405 ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
625. 

Parsons,  Sarah,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant, 

Parsons,  Simeon,  Committee  of 
Inspection,  353 ;  receives  grain 
for  the  army,  44Ji ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  62!^. 

Parsons,  Simeon,  referred  to,  12. 

Parsons,  Seth,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625  ;  in  Ely  Insm  rection, 
631 ;  in  Shays  Rebellion,  682 ; 
sergeant,  ib. 

Parsons,  Sylvanus,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Parsons,  Timothy,  is  reimbursed 
for  the  value  of  counterfeit 
bill,  422;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, ^ 

Parsons,  Warham,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  025. 

Parsons,  Lieut.  William,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185 ;  in  Father  Rale  s  War, 
MIL 

Parsons,  Zenas,  iimholder,  846, 
and  note,  482,  483. 

Partridge,  Col.  Oliver,  delegate 
from  Hatfield,  223  ;  vote,  ib. ; 
settles  officers  of  re|Bi:iment, 
251 ;  succeeds  Col.  Williams, 
2fil ;  committee  to  sell  Shep* 
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iierd'8  Island  signs  peti- 
tion for  shire-town,  312 ;  peti- 
tions for  new  Court-House, 
812;  on  committee,  21fi;  re- 
ferred to,  248,  349. 
Partridge,  OoT7~Samnel,  in  com- 
mand in  Hampshire  County. 
17.  IS  ;  sends  men  in  pursuit 
of  Indians,  22,  23;  writes 
about  scarcity  of  men,  2^ ;  let- 
ter, quoted,  22 ;  on  commis- 
sion to  build  forts,  IM ;  death 
of,  lfi5 ;  referred  to,  30.  171, 
172. 

Pascommuck,  settled  in  1720,  8&; 
schooling  in,  89^  '9^  180,  1S2  ; 
fort  at,  repaired,  UM  ;  pt?tition 
for  preaching  denied,  310; 
nieetiug-house  considered.  330. 
381 ;  builds  school-house,  331 ; 
becomes  a  new  district,  334- 
336;  mentioned,  21^  64,  305. 
332. 

Patch  &  Draper,  establish  stage 

line  to  Boston,  555. 
Patis,   Jonathan,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  fi25* 
Pease,  Levi,  stage  driver,  555.  and 

note,  55fi. 
Pease,  Noadiah, 

Pease,  Hunt  &  Co.,  stage  line,  55fL 
Pechard,  Israel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Peck.  Thomas,  prisoner.  36^. 

Peekskill,  soldiers  at,  uS7 ;  Seth 
Pomeroy  at,  394,  IfiS;  Pom- 
eroy  buried  in,  395. 

Pelham,  sends  delegates  to  coun- 
cil, 222-2ii;i ;  mob  from,  323 ; 
votes  against  session  of  the 
court,  32Q ;  circular  letters 
from,  IM  :  Shays  in,  491, 495 ; 
insurgents  in,  503,  510,  Sll ; 
mentioned,  298,  373,  ■574,  492, 
495.  506.  514.  545. 

Pennsylvania,  voted  money  for  ex- 
pedition against  Canada,  113; 
sends  com  miasioner  to  Albany, 
12fl;  English  settlements  in, 
243. 

Pepperell,  William,  commander  of 
expedition  against  Louisburg, 
llii ;  gives  charge  of  mending 
guns  to  Major  Pomeroy,  112  ; 
lient. -general,  22i) ;  ordered  to 
Springfield,  2fll;  writes  to 
Cfapt.  Christie,  ib.;  writes  to 
Gov.  Pownal,  222:  ordered  to 
destrov  supplies  in  case  of  at- 
tack, 292-293. 


PHELPS, 

Perry's  Williamstown,  cited,  114. 
148,  249,  25L  283.  note. 

Peter,  Prince,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 025. 

Petersham,  Shays  retreats  to,  Sill ; 
government  forces  reach,  ii2. 

Petty,  Joseph,  killed  by  Indians, 
159. 

Phelps,  Cadwell,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625 ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 

Phelps,  Catherine,  seamstress,  12. 
Phelps.  Charles,  committee  on  jail, 

m 

Phelps,  Charles,  referred  to,  208. 

Phelps,  Daniel,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, m 

Phelps,  Ebenezer.  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  lfi2  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  S25  ;  in  Ely 
Insurrection,  S31 ;  in  Bhays 
Rubellion,  631,  ML 

Phelps,  Ebenezer  Jr.,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 632, 

Phelps,  Elijah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Phelps,  Eliphalet,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  625. 

Phelps,  Elnathan,  wounded,  SftS. 

Phelps,  Enoch,  Kevohitionary  sol- 
dier, S25  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
681  ;  in  Rhays  Rebellion,  632. 

Phelps.  Hannah,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  IS8. 

Phelps,  Henry,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

Phelps,  Israel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 6:^5. 

Phelps,  Jacob,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Phelps,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Phelps.  Jonathan.  Revolutionary 
soldier.  625;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632. 

Phelps,  Joseph,  Continental  sol- 
dier. 435;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 625. 

Phelps,  Joseph,  on  guard  duty,  31; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  IM;  in  Father  Hale's 
War,  666- 

Phelps,  Josiah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62 'i. 

Phelps,  Katherine.  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  IM. 

Phelps.  Martin,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition. I4fi,  6M ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
186 ;  Committee  of  Correa- 


PHELPS. 

pondence,  3^  ;  Inspection  and 
Safety,  354 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier.  625. 

Phelps,  Nathaniel,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  1S6 ; 
school-committee,  306;  lieu- 
tenant, 60!L 

Phelpe.  NathanielJr.,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  d^ii. 

Phelps,  Noah,  promoter  of  scheme 
to  capture  Ticonderoga,  364. 

Phelps,  Samuel,  asks  permiasion 
to  build  pew  for  daughters, 
32 ;  referred  to,  2L 

Phelps,  Samuel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  181;  cap- 
tured, 290. 

Phelps,  Samuel,  Revolutionarysol- 
oier,  ^5. ;  in  Elj  insurrectiosi, 
fiEL 

Phelps,  Seward,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  fi^Ja  ;  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 02^;  in  Capt.  RusselFs 
company,  ib. 

Phelps,  Spencer,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Phelps,  Timothy,  enlists  for  three 
months,  381 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Phelps,  William,  receives  portiOQ 
of  additional  grant,  187. 

Philadelphia,  captured,  iQl ;  evac- 
uated, 115  ;  news  of  jwace  in, 
421 ;  convention  for  framing 
constitution  held  in,  524 ;  meai- 
tioned,  540^  572. 

Philips,  Caldwell,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  625. 

Philips,  head  of  mob,  4fi2. 

Philips,  Samuel  Jr.,  commis- 
sioner, 519. 

PhippR,  Gov.  William,  sends  or- 
d<'r8  to  raise  men  for  scouting 
expedition.  159, 

Phip^s,  William,  killed  by  In- 
dians, IKL 

Pierce,  Christopher,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  62.") . 

Pierce,  Josiah,  preaches  in  town, 
236,  and  note. 

Pitcaam,  Gen.  John,  killed  at 
Bunker  Hill,  m 

Pitkin,  William,  legal  opinion  so- 
licited from.  Mx 

Pitt,  William,  2fl4. 

Pittsfield,  fortifi(>d,  105j  land 
owned  by  John  Stoddard  in, 
121 ;  d^erted.  215  ;  sends  to- 
ries  to  jail,  322 ;  soldiers  march 
to,  443;  stage  lines  through, 


POMEROY. 

556 ;  mentioned,  178^  363i  864^ 
389.  402.  m. ;  history  of,  citea, 
171.  368.  365. 
Pixley,  Noah,  killed  by  Indians, 

iM ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  iSii ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  602. 

Pomeroy,  Capt.  Abner.  stationed 
at  Dorchester,  iifi2  ;  captain  of 
company,  105 ;  Revolutioiiary 
soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Asahel,  messenger,  84&; 
signs  militia  company  agree- 
ment, 325 ;  ensign,  Mil ;  adju- 
tant, 403.;  interested  in  new 
school  for  girla,  125 ;  tavern, 
550  ;  inn  burned,  55H ;  member 
of  aqueduct  committee,  559 ; 
committee  meet  at  hisinu,  5BI; 
dancing  schtKjl  in  his  hall,  562; 
meeting  (jf  sufferers  in  his  tav- 
ern, aiil;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626 ;  referred  to, 

Pomeroy,  Benjamin,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  [i2fL 

Pomeroy,  Caleb,  receives  portion 
of  :i<lditiou^  grant,  IM ;  peti- 
tions to  be  set  off  to  South- 
ampton, 421 ;  Revolutionarv 
soldier,  m 

Pomeroy,  Capt.  Daniel,  buys  grist- 
mill and  builds  new  dam,  03 ; 
house,  iilB  ;  tavern,  IM ;  fam- 
ily inoculated,  40d;  sent  to 
Albany,  413;  on  deer  hunt, 
489  ;  witness,  4^  MO  ;  militia 
captain,  442 ;  chairman,  MO  ; 
chorister,  521 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  62fL 

Pomeroy,  Lieut.  Daniel,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
187  :  ensign,  24&',  killed,  270, 
283.  285;  lieutenant,  6(>9. 

Pomeroy,  Capt.  Ebonezer,  com- 
missioner to  Five  Nations,  24» 
168,  169  ;  receives  pay  for  ser- 
vices, 22 ;  has  charge  of  scout- 
ing party,  SI  ;  committee  to 
choose  colleague  pastor,  12; 
moderator,  44^  45 ;  committee 
to  sell  lands,  45 ;  on  commit- 
tee to  care  for  legal  advisors, 
84;  committee  on  work-house, 
IQQ ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tionial  grant,  182;  prepares 
document  for  lower  associa- 
tion, 220j  referred  to,  562, 
note. 

Pomeroy,  Ebenezer  Esq. ,  on  com- 
mittee to  build  meeting-house. 
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fifi ;  seating  committee,  74i  has 
charge  of  erection  of  Court- 
Honse,  88 ;  extract  from  let- 
ter, 115;  on  committee  to  lay 
out  townships.  \M  ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
184 :  on  committee  to  estab- 
lish permanent  salary  for  Mr. 
Edwards,  liil  •.  on  committee 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Edwards. 
207 :  appoint&<l  to  present  the 
case  to  council,  214 ;  deaconed 
the  Psalms,  531  ;  referred  to, 
48,  mL 

Pomeroy,  Ebenezer,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  189. 

Pomeroy,  Ebenezer,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Eldad,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189. 

Pomeroy,  Eleazar,  on  duty  at 
Soulbampton,  245. 

Pomeroy,  Elijah,  petitions  to  be 
set  off  to  Southampton, 

Pomeroy,  Elisha,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  189. 

Pomeroy,  Elisha,  Sabbath  warden, 
IQQ ;  in  Lonisburg  expedition, 
145.  606 :  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  186 ;  erects 
trailing  shop,  lfl2;  sends  pro- 
visions to  Seth,  221 ;  captain, 
225 ;  marches  to  the  relief  of 
Fort  William  Hcnrv,  294^  in 
Father  Rale"s  War,  fiM:  re- 
ferred to,  lOL  266,  272,  615. 

Pomeroy.  Enos,  Revolutionary 
.soldier,  SM. 

Pomeroy,  Gad,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fi2fi. 

Pomeroy,  Gains,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  62fi  ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 6M ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 

m 

Pomeroy,  Gersham,  Revolationary 
soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Hemau.  Revolutionary 
soldier,  S2l2 ;  referred  to,  551. 

Pomeroy,  Ira,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626. 

Pomeroy,  Isaac,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626. 

Pomeroy.  Jacob,  with  company  at 
Saratoga,  MS;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  e2fL 

Pomeroy,  John,  at  Forts  No.  iand 
Massachusetts,  154;  soldier 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  60L 

Pomeroy,  Lieut.  John,  at  North- 
field  and   Deerfield,   22j  in 
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Father  Rale's  War,  606 ;  re- 
ferred to,  192. 

Pomeroy,  John,  death  of,  386. 

Pomeroy,    John,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  626. 
Pomeroy,  Jonathan,  at  Quebec, 
877  :  in  Continental  army,  125  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier  626. 

Pomeroy,  Joseph,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626.  - 

Pomeroy,  Ens.  Josiah,  on  guard 
duty,  ai ;  on  committee  to  set- 
tle common  land  controversy, 
97 ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  IM  ;  petitions  for 
precinct  meeting,  2<}6  ;  brother 
of  Seth,  lb. ;  messenger  to 
lower  association.  2M*.  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  tiOfi ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  626 ;  re- 
ferred to,  248^  312. 

Pomeroy,  Joshua,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189. 

Pomeroy,  Julius,  killed,  551. 

Pomeroy,  Lemuel,  315,  note ;  lieu- 
tenant. 355  :  captain,  40L  403; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  62ii ;  re- 
fen-ed  to,  325. 

Pomeroy,  Luther,  wounded,  362; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Major,  458. 

Pomeroy,  Mary,  letters  quoted, 
115.  284,       ;  referred  to,  278. 

Pomeroy,  Medad.  mentioned.  2^^ 

Pomeroy,  Dr.  Medad,  seized  by  in- 
surgents, 519. 

Pomeroy,  Medad,  warned  oat  of 
town,  533. 

Pomcrov,  Moses,  killed,  551. 

Pomeroy,  Oliver,  551 ;  soldier  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  gfij  ;  Revo- 
lutionary aoldier,  626_;  in 
Shays  Rebellion,  6:j8. 

Pomeroy,  Phebus,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  62fi. 

Pomeroy,  Pliny,  Revolutionary 
soldier.       '  referred  to,  551. 

Pomeroy,  C^uartus,  blacksmith, 
828 ;   Committee  of  Corres- 

Kndence,  319  ;  Committee  of 
spectiou,  35B,  351;  lieuten- 
ant, 356 ;  committee  to  raise 
soldiers,  432;  representative, 
4^ ;  interested  in  school  for 
girls,  125^;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626. 
Pomeroy,  Ralph,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, S32. 
Pomeroy.  Samuel,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  182. 
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Pomeroy,  Samuel  Jr.,  tailor,  ^ 
note ;  receives  portion  of  ad3i- 
tional  grant,  lA9. 

Pomeroy,  Seth,  has  charge  of  town 

dock.  IS ;  oil  committee  to  pro- 
vide attorney  for  town,  ai; 
captain,  103,  IM ;  major  in  ex- 
pedition against  Louisbnrg, 
IM ;  voyage  to  Canseau,  115  ; 
neasickness,  115,  115;  repairs 
guns  at  Grand  Battery,  116. 
117  ;  letters  to  wife,  117,  US ; 
sick  at  Louisburg,  US ;  re- 
turns home,  ib.;  journal,  131- 
146 ;  remains  in  this  section, 
149 ;  enlists  men  for  inva8ion 
of  Canada,  150;  ordered  to 
pnrstiP  Indians,  150.  151 ;  sent 
to  Iloosuck,  iM  ;  at  Fort  Mas- 
sachusetts, ib.;  extract  from 
letter,  151^  152  ;  in  Boston,  152; 
in  scouting  expedition,  101 ; 
boards  the  si-hoolmaster,  IM  ; 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  IM;  petitions  for  pre- 
cinct meeting,  2ii&;  on  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 207,  211;  opposes  a 
mutnal  council,  210,  ill ;  au- 
thorized to  wait  on  Lyman, 
214  ;  appointed  to  manage  case 
before  council,  222  ;  appointed 
lieut-colonel,  251 ;  commands 
company  against  Crown  Point, 
i&. ;  at  Greenbush,  255 ; 
Crown  Point  journal,  260-280 ; 
ill,  256,  27L  2-0,  27(1,  27L 
285.  starts  lor  home,  277: 
at  home,  2Id;  reix)rts  to  Col. 
Williams,  2S1 ;  describes  the 
Bloody  Morning  Scout,  282- 
2ijii ;  takes  Dieskau  prisoner, 
283 ;  receives  commission,  284; 
marches  to  the  relief  of  Fort 
William  Henry,  m ;  Col.  has 
charge  of  frontier  forts,  2Sd ; 
committee  to  purchase  bell, 
:j08 :  builds  road  to  West- 
hampton,  314 :  committee  on 
workhouse,  317 ;  on  commit- 
tee to  consider  bill  pending  in 
legislature,  323  ;  blacksmith, 
328 ;  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, MS ;  in  command  of 
military,  352;  in  Provincial 
Congress,  352,  353,  357i  Bfi5 ; 
Committee  of  Inspection,  3M ; 
chosen  colonel,  dhii ;  addresses 
the  minute-men,  SfiQ ;  plans  for 
capture  of  Ticonderoga,  863; 
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at  Bunker  Hill,  365,  366,  and 
notes  ;  offered  position  of  Ijrig- 
adier  general,  361 ;  ordered  to 
draft  every  fifth  man  in  his 

regiment,  3S1;  enters  the 
army.  393:  journal,  'SM;  death 
of,  m,  aM;  sketch-of,  325;- 
letter  quoted,  4fl2 ;  appear.ince 
of  his  men,  404 ;  visits  Haw- 
ley,  543,  and  note  ;  at  Louis- 
burg. 00(2,  t)07 ;  referred  to, 
107.  113,  3(54i  603;  journal  re- 
ferred  to,  252. 
Pomerov,  Seth  Jr.,  refen'ed  to, 
266,"27H. 

Pomeroy,  Shammah,  on  duty  at 
Southampton,  2M^ 
j  Pomeroy,  Simeon,  drowned,  22. 

Pomeroy,  Simeon,  in  expedition 
against  Louisburg,  120,  606 ; 
receives  jwrtion  of  additional 
grant,  IM ;  in  Father  H.ale's 
War,  QQfi  ;  Bcvohitionary  sol- 
dier, Q2Q ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
6ai ;  in  Shays  Rebellion,  632. 

Pomeroy,  Solomon,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Pomeroy,  Thaddeus,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 633. 

Pomeroy,  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  62fL 

Pomeroy,  Titus,  goes  home  with 
Major  Seth,  222. 

Pomeroy,  William,  signs  militia 
company  agreement,  375;  Rev- 
olutionarj' "soldier,  626  ;  in 
Shays  Bebellion,  ^ 

Pomeroy.  Hunt  &  Co.,  stage  lines 
from  Boston  to  Albany,  5.'>6 

Pomeroy's  Mountain,  Indians 
riauKhter  cattle  at.  152. 

Pond,  John,  Revolutionary  soldier. 

Porter,  Abel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62fi. 

Porter,  Col.  Eleazar,  saggests  fit 
persons  for  oflficers  of  regi- 
ment, 103;  succeeds  John 
Stoddard,  IM  :  committee  for 
new  Court-House,  SIS;  jus- 
tice, 488;  answer  to  insur- 
gents, 502;  favors  Williams, 
52L 

Porter,  Col.  Elisha.  committee  to 
sell  Shepherd's  Island,  303 : 
has  nmallpox,  Slfl ;  command 
of  regiment  for  Quebec,  380, 
SiJ2 :  with  company  pursues 
the  mob,  4M  ;  protects  the 
jail,      ;  declines  to  bold  con- 
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ference  with  mob,  ib.;  calls 
for  help,  ifil ;  holds  confer- 
ence with  insurgents,  4<>1,  4fi2 
receives  thanks  from  (xenoral 
Court,  41^  :  regiment  in  Had- 
ley,  492;  bis  house  Lincoln's 
headquarters,  510. 

Porter,  Ezekiel,  enlists  for  three 
months,  Ml ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  02^ 

Porter,  Corp.  Henry,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 632,  633. 

Porter,  Dr.  Hezekiah,  settles  tn 
Northampton,  86j  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  fiMT 

Porter,  James,  in  Father  R41e'fi 
War,  6Qfi. 

Porter,  Jonathan  E.,  appointed  to 
draft  petition.  5I£L 

Porter,  Capt.  Moses,  killed,  283. 

Porter,  Re^.  Mr.,  chaplain,  394. 

Porter,  Samuel,  marriage  of,  108. 

Porter,  Thomas,  receives  land  in 
payment  for  care  of  mother, 
31;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  190. 

Post,  Levi,  enlists  for  three 
months,  ^ ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fiSfi. 

Post-OfiBce,  established,  554,  556 ; 
advertises  for  bids  to  carry 
mails,  ^ ;  postmasters,  557. 

Postriders, 

Powers,  Avery,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 226. 

Pownal,  Gov.  Thomas,  succeeds 
Gov.  Shirley,  2S2;  appoints 
Pepperell  Lieut. -General  of 
Massachusetts,  290 ;  orders 
men  sent  to  Albany,  221 ;  es- 
tablishes magazine  of  supplies, 
292. 

Pratt,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 626. 

Preble,  Jedediah,  chief  com- 
mander of  military,  352. 

Precinct,  First,  meeting  of,  SflS; 
adjourned  from  time  to  time, 
206.  20* :  apv)oints  committee 
to  confer  with  ^Ir.  i2dwards, 
20L  208,  2M ;  its  report,  m. ; 
church  and  precinct  commit- 
tee the  same.  211 ;  votes  to 
provide  lor  the  councils,  214, 
222;  votes  to  apply  to  lower 
association,  22Q ;  a^s  deacons 
to  warn  a  church  meeting, 
220.  221  ;  followed  et^tablished 
precedent,  226 ;  votes  not  to 
bear  Mr,  Edwards  preach,  227; 
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supplies  the  pulpit,  appoints  a 

fast-day,  2^;  refuees  Mr.  Ed- 
wards use  of  sequestered  land, 
ib.:  vote  at  meeting,  238 ; 
raergep  into  town  ,  240. 
Prescott,  Benjamin,  liiS ;  malt- 
house  burned,  §52;  member 
of  aqueduct  company,  559 ; 
member  of  committee  on  cft- 
nals,  576  ;  engineer,  ib. 
Prescott,  Fortunatus,  warned  out 

of  town,  533. 
Prescott,  James,  signature, 
Prideaux,  Gen.,  killed,  286. 
Proser,  Thomas,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  S2fi. 
Prowle,  Thomas,  prisoner,  368. 370. 
Prut,  left  behind  near  Quebec, 
3i^ 

Pudding  Lane,  81^  note  L 

Pumpilly  Bennet,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fi2fi. 

Putnam,  Gen.  Israel,  365. 

Putnam,  Gen.,  in  conference  with 
Gen,*  Wheeler,  511. 

Putnam,  Rufus,  434.  note;  cap- 
tain, 422. 

Pynchon,  John,  referred  to,  172, 
445,  note. 

Pynchon,  Major  William,  Com- 
mittee of  .Safety.  3M ;  appoint- 
ed to  draft  petition,  570. 

QtJEBKC,  campaign  against,  226; 
captured,  2SI;  blockaded,  821 ; 
invested,  3SiL 

R.^.LE,  Father,  incites  Abenaki 
Indians  to  war,  Ifi ;  death  of, 
22  :  Indians  demand  indemni- 
ty for  his  death.  28.  and  note. 

Ramsdel,  Kimbel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  62fi. 

Rathbun,  Josiah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fi2fi. 

Reading,  sends  delegates  to  coun- 
cil 222 

Red  Tavern,  318^  note,  408. 

Reed,  Benjamin,  serg't,  SS5. 

Revolutionary  War,  causes,  322- 
323.  340-.S45 ;  close  of  first  year 
oFTsafi ;  second  year  of,  3^ ; 
money  pledged  to  pay  the  sol- 
diers, tb.;  supplies  olitained 
from  the  towns,  Ml ;  Declar- 
ation of  Independence,  383 ; 
Continental  army.  Mi  •.  third 
year  of,  lUl:  fourth  year  of, 
415;  fifth  year  of,  424i  Ml 
sii^th  year  of,  485.  ^ ;  closing 
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year  of,  443,  444 :  peace,  449. 

m 

Reynolds,  Rev.  Peter,  member  of 
council,  222  ;  vote,  223 ;  prayer 

before  seimon,  241. 
Rhode  Island,  troops  in  Louisburg 
expedition,  118 ;  soldiers  at 
Crown  Pointr~276:  eight 
months'  men  raised  in,  412, 
413  ;  expedition  to.  111 :  troops 
sent  to,  mentioned,  IZB, 
267,  2aL 

Rbe,  Asa,  carried  to  Canada,  220. 
Rice,  Capt.  Moses,  killed  by  In- 
dians, 25(L 
Richardson,  Hnmphrey,  prisoner 

in  Qaebec,  Sifd;  Revolntion- 

ary  acildier,  650. 
Richardson,  Philip,  builds  fort  at 

Easthampton,  156 ;  in  service 

after  fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 
Riley,  John,  goes  witli  baggage  to 

camp,  B61,  note ;  death  of,  386; 

Revolutionary  soldier,  626. 
Rissney,  Asahel,  Revolutionary 

soldier.  626. 
Roberts,  F.  W.,  referred  to,  312. 
Robinson,  Timothy,  vote  for,  438. 
Rogers,  Jonathan,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  626. 
Rogers,  Ma.ior  Robert,  captures 

St.  Francis,  2ai. 
Romans,  Bernard,  pn)moter  of 

scheme  to  capture  Ticondero- 

ga.  3M. 

Root,  Aarou,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  188. 

Root,  Ebenezer,  Kevolutionary  sol- 
dier. 626. 

Boot,  Eleazar,  chaplain,  361  ; 
losses  of,  4Q&;  raises  tobacco, 
448 ;  Revolutionary  soldiext 
626:  referred  to,  551. 

Root,  Eleazar  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  626. 

Root,  Ellas,  Revolutionary  soldier, 
622. 

Root,  Elihu,  lieutenant,  299 ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  {522. 

Root,  Ezekiel,  killed,  505. 

Root,  Hezekiah,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188. 

Root,  Hope,  mount  built  near 
house,  108 ;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  18S;  re- 
ferred to,  lilL 

Root,  Joseph,  at  Fort  Massachu- 
setts,  IM ;  furnishes  for  ordi- 
nation dinner,  i2Q. ;  chorister, 
531. 
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Root,  Joseph,  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg.  607;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  627. 

Root,  Simeon,  222 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  627. 

Root.  .S<)lomon,  506. 

Root,  Stephen,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  iM 

Root,  Stephen,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  1 9(i. 

Root,  Timoth\'.  [iil ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  ;  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, eaa. 

Roth,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 022. 

Round  Hill.  45,  4fi. 

Row,  Joseph,  in  Louisburg,  expe- 
dition, lifi;  loses  his  way  in 
fog,  IM. 

Rowe,  fort  in,  IM, 

Roxbury,  soldiers  in, '861-262; 
mentione<l,  142. 

Rngg,  David,  killed  by  Indians, 
110. 

Ruggles,  Capt.  Timothy,  commit- 
tee to  repair  forts,  240;  ordered 
to  raise  soldiers  for  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry,  291 ;  reaches 
Kinderhook  and  returns,  293; 
referred  to,  284. 

Ruggles.  Brig. -Gen,  Timothy,  pe- 
titions for  new  counties,  Jill. 

Russell,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Russell,  Capt.  Hezekiah,  joins 
Gen.  Shepherd's  forces,  523; 
builds  school-house,  532 ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  622 ;  in 
Shay.s  Rebellion,  032. 

Rust,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, r,27. 

Rust,  Ebenezer,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 627  ;  in  Ely  Insxirrection, 
631  ■ 

Rust,  Elijah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Rust,  Israel,  permitted  to  build  oa 
town  land,  583. 

Rust,  Israel  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Rust,  Israel,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  187;  referred 
to,  107. 

Rust,  Jonathan,  receives  portion 

of  additional  grant,  187. 

Rust.  Lemuel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Rutland,  three  men  killed  at,  IS; 
prisoners  sent  to,  11)2  ;  Shays 
at,      ;  mentioned,  2B6. 
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Sabbath  Wardens  appointed,  100- 

Sackett,  Rev.  Mr.,  3M. 

Sadler,  John,  escaped   at  Bars 

Fight,  149. 
St.  Blein,  Pierre  Raimbanlt, 

wounded  and  captured,  155, 

166^  and  note ;  exdianj^ed,  156. 
St.  Clair,  Gen.  Arthur,  retreats. 

401 ;  defeated,  ML 
St.  Francis,  headquarters  Canada 

Indians,  IJK        capture  of, 

2SGL 

St.  Johns,  captured,  E16 ;  men- 
tioned, 382. 

Sage,  Simeon,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 6231 

Salem,  Qeneral  Court  meets  at, 
842 ;  election  of  representa- 
tives to  meet  at,  351.  ;  del- 
egates assemble  at,  g5E;  at- 
tempt to  seize  stores  at,  359  ; 
mentioned,  52,  216^  220,  350. 

Salter,  Rev.  Richard,  member  of 
council,  419. 

Saltonstail,  Gov.  of  Connecticut, 
sends  help  to  Hampshire 
towns,  24. 

Sampson,  Daniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Sanderson,  Deacon,  ensign,  424. 

Sanford,  Ephraim,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  627. 

Saratoga,  army  at,  256,  262,  403, 
4Q&;  Burgoyne  at,  4<ll;  regi- 
ments  stationed  at,  iiS  ;  men- 
tioned, 2GB.  277. 

Sargent,  Col.  Winthrop,  purchases 
land,  55Qm 

Savannah  captured.  415.  494 ;  Brit- 
ish in,  clcsely  guarded,  444. 

Saxton,  David,  petitions  for  divi- 
sion of  county,  477. 

Schools,  Mr.  Allis  employed  in, 
34 ;  Dr.  Mather  hired,  8S  ; 
house  moved,  8&;  land  sold, 
91 ;  in  outer  districts,  98,  IfiQ ; 
woodpile,  179;  town  boards 
the  master,  ib. ;  improvements 
in,  180,  lai ;  new  house  in 
second  precinct,  ISl ;  usher 
provided,  182;  private,  for 
girls,  m  175,  Gas ;  girls  not 
sJlowed  in  public,  182i  881, 
425;  new  house  built,  '.i02, 
803  .  476 1  teacher  instructed, 
804.  :S5S  ;  house  not  to  be  used 
Sundays,  305  ;  first  committee 
instructed,  806,  307;  new  house 
at  Lickingwater,  881 ,  653  ; 
honse  used  for  private,  477; 
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SCRQEANT. 

Hawley  grammar,  546,  582; 

girls  in,  551,  .552,  585  ;  girls  to 
provide  wood,  5^ ;  masters' 
wages,  561,  562 ;  in  Lone  Town 
and  Lower  Farms,  M3  ;  com- 
mittee and  reports,  MS  ;  house 
protected  agamst  fire,  571 .  .572; 
houses  built,  5^2  ;  schoolmis- 
tresses,  586. 5fil ;  districts,  587. 

Schuyler,  Col.  Philip,  commis- 
sioner to  Five  Nations,  24^  dis- 
patch from,  about  treaty  with 
Indians,  2&;  commander  of 
army,  3!Ifi. 

Scott,  Capt. ,  enlists  for  Quebec, 379. 

Scott,  Joseph,  purchases  bell  for 
Northampton,  .^08. 

Searl,  Aaron,  Revolutionary  sol* 
dier, 

Searls,  Bildad,  ReTolntionary  sol- 
dier, 62L 

Searls,  Darius,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 627. 

Searl,  Eliphaz,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant .  100. 

Searl,  Lieut.  Elis^ha,  second  in 
command  at  Fort  Dummer, 
21 ;  settles  at  Pascommuck, 
89;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant.  IM ;  in  Father 
Rale's  War,  liM  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  627. 

Searle,  Gov.,  appoints  Solomon 
Stoddard  chaplain  to  Barba- 
does,  S3i 

Searle,  Isaac,  receives  portion  ol 
additional  grant,  186. 

Searle.  James,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  IM  ;  soldier 
after  fall  of  Louisburg,  3(0. 

Searl,  Jo  si  ah.  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189. 

Searl,  Nathaniel  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  130. ; 
ensign,  gD9;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Searl,  Nathaniel  Sr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  190. 

Searles,  Simeon,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Sears.  Barnabas,  colonel,  443. 

Sedgwick,  Hon.  Theodore,  589. 

Sedgwick,  Theodore,  member  of 
committee  on  canals,  576,  note* 

Seeger,  C.  L.,  559. 

Seelve,  President,  L.  C,  referred 
to,  liOii. 

Sergeant,  Thomas,  in  Father 
Bale's  War,  m 
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SE\'£RANCE. 

Severance,  Lieut.,  sent  for  stores, 

m 

Severance,  Martin,  in  Louisbnrg 
expedition.  145. 

Sewell,  Samuel  Esq.,  589. 

Sewell,  Judge  Samuel,  diary  quo- 
ted, 62 ;  friendship  with  Solo- 
mon Stoddard,  63, 

Sexton.  David,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  076,  note. 

Shattnck,  Job,  leads  mob  in  Mid- 
dleeex  Omnty,  4t)0  ;  cap- 
tured, ML 

Shaw.  C.  L.,  letter  quoted,  2^^; 
referred  to,  315  ;  Hawley  pa- 
pers in  poesession  of,  5iM. 

Shaw,  Stephen,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 

Shays.  Daniel,  ISE;  leader  of  the 
rebellion,  4M  ;  major  in  Revo- 
lutionary War,  ib,;  lived  at 
Brwkfield,  4M;  sergeant,  ib.; 
sells  sword  given  hj  Lafay- 
ette, ib.;  in  Hadle^,  ib.;  inso- 
lent, IdE ;  orders  his  forces  to 
assemble.  495,  496.  -Mi  at 
Worcester,  iSl ;  send.s  orders 
to  Day,  ib.;  retreats,  ;  com- 
mands court  not  to  sit,  ; 
determined  to  aeize  arsenal  at 
Springfield,  504j  sends 

message  to  Day,  5M;  sends 
proposition  to  Gten.  Lincoln, 
505  ;  attacks  arsenal.  SOf),  506  : 
at  South  Hadley,  507.  ;  re- 
plies to  Qen.  Lin(;()ln,  511 ;  re- 
treats, tfe. ;  his  army  scattered, 
512 ;  pardoned,  511 ;  referred 
to.  518^  518. 

Shays  Rebellion,  first  act  in.  4fl2 ; 
men  poorly  armed,  422 ;  in- 
signia, liiii ;  organization  of 
forces,  ;  manifesto  pre- 
seuted,  ;  nine  men  cap- 
tured, :  houses  plundered, 
ib.;  guerilla  warfare  carried 
on  in  Berkshire,  513 ;  insur- 
gents sentenced,  514 ;  none 
paid  extreme  penalty,  5JiL 

Sheep  raising,  83 ;  Mt.  Tom  fenced 
for  pasture,  ib. 

Sheffield,  lortified,  1Q5;  sends  del- 
egate to  council,  :^22 ;  regi- 
ments march  through,  292, 
293 ;  mentioned,  278,  294. 

Shelburne,  vot^s  against  session  of 
the  (x>nrt,  SS) ;  mentioned, 
506. 

Sheldon,  Aaron,  228. 

Sheldon,  Abuer,  in  Louisbnrg  ex- 


SHELDON. 

pedition,  li5 ;  Revolutionary 

soldier,  ('>27. 

Sheldon,  Benjamin,  goes  with  Mr. 
Edwards  to  New  Haven,  4&  ; 
in  expedition  against  Louis- 
burg,  120,  606  ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  IfiS ; 
friend  of  Mr,  Edward,  234; 
captain  of  third  company,  248; 
referred  to,  107. 

Sheldon,  Benjamin  Jr.,  Committee 
of  CJorrespondence,  en- 
sign, 354 ;  committee  to  con- 
sider new  constitution,  4^ ; 
committee  to  enlist  men,  432; 
interested  in  school  for  girls, 
representative,  52E;  del- 
egate to  convention.  524. 

Sheldon,  Caleb,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, m. 

Sheldon,  Daniel,  receives  pay  tor 
care  of  church,  235. 

Sheldon,  Ebenezer,  captain,  488  ; 
Revolutionary  wldier,  ('>37. 

Sheldon,  Ensign  Ebenezer,  fined 
for  ref  u.sing  office,  HI ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
IM ;  soldier  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg,  607. 

Sheldon.  Ebenezer,  killed  by  In- 
dians, 23,  and  note. 

Sheldon,  EiSs,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Sheldon,  Isaac,  homelot,  48. 

Sheldon,  Israel,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  IfiiL 

Sheldon,  Jonathan,  sells  land  to 
Jonathan  Edwards,  48. 

Sheldon,  Ens.  Joseph,  273 ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  627. 

Sheldon,  Josiah.  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621, 

Sheldon,  Mary,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189. 

Sheldon,  Pliny,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Sheldon.  Samuel,  drover,  79,  note 
1 ;  receives  portion  df^  addi- 
tional grant,  185. 

Sheldon,  Simeon,  Revolati<niary 
soldier,  627. 

Sheldon,  Stephen,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  IM. 

Sheldon,  Dea.  Thomas,  anecdote, 
81,  note  1 ;  granted  i>ermis8ion 
to  build  on  town  land,  305  ;  re- 
ferred to.  605. 

Sheldon,  William,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 

Sheldon's  History  of  Deerfield, 


SBELDON. 

cited,  25,  31,  148,  156.  250,  452, 
461. 

Sheldon's  regiment  of  Light- 
Horse,  434^  435. 

Shephard.  Lieut.  James,  423 ;  Rev- 
olution aiy  soldier,  6'27. 

Shephard,  Dr.  Levi,  Confimifctee  of 
Corn'sp<:)nden{;e,  MR  ;  Inspec- 
tion and  Safety,  3M ;  clerk  of 
convention,  889^  390^,  note; 
committee  to  make  new 
draught  of  constitution,  429 ; 
interested  in  school  for  girls, 
475  ;  engages  school-teacher  in 
England,  41fi ;  asks  permission 
to  bnild  school-house,  ib.; 
granted  a  room  for  private 
school.  477 ;  at  Springfield,  495; 
mannfactures  duck,  527 ; 
druggist,  ib.;  in  jmrtnership, 
527,  note ;  manufactures  rope, 
523 ;  against  girls  in  public 
schools,  bM. ;  fire-warden,  oSS ; 
member  of  committee  on  ca- 
nals. 

Shepherd,  Levi  Jr.,  buys  Shep- 
herd's Island,  304. 

Shephard  &  Hunt.  527.  note. 

Shepherd,  Gen.  William,  in  com- 
mand of  Hampshire  County 
militia,  482 ;  protects  the  arse- 
nal, 493,  503-504  ;  receives  dis- 
patch, iiM;  summoned  to  sur- 
render, ib.;  warned,  305 ;  let- 
ter to  Gk)vemor,  505.  5M; 
marches  against  insurgents, 
508 ;  receives  the  approval  of 
Congress,  al3;  at  Northfield, 
514: ;  guards  prisoners,  515 ; 
referred  to,  607.  523. 

Shepherd's  Island,  sold,  .m  SOL 

Shirley,  Gov.  William,  prevents 
attack  upon  Annapolis,  103; 
suggests  the  capture  of  Louis- 
burg,  112. ;  proposes  an  attack 
on  Crown  Point,  142 ;  arranges 
for  exchange  of  prisoners,  IM ; 
friend  of  John  Stoddard,  173. 
and  notes ;  orders  towns  to 
provide  ammunition  and 
means  of  defence,  244 ;  pre- 
pares for  Crown  Point  expedi- 
tion,  231} ;  at  Albany,  255,  260. 
261 ;  plans  campaign,  287  ;  su- 
perceded br  Webb,  ib.:  suc- 
cessor app^nnted,  289;  referred 
to,  157^  im  248.  2ai. 

Shnte,  Gov.  Samuel,  treaty  with 
Abenaki s,  15 ;  sends  force  to 
capture  Father  Rale,  ib,  . 


SOtTLE. 

Singing  and  singing  schools,  529. 

5M  ;  singing  maater  employed, 

565,  569,  583,  584. 
Slack,  Christopher,  warned  out  at 

town,  5^ 
Sleighs,  315,  not*. 
Slough  Hill ,  M. 

Smallpox,  Ml ;  inoculation,  309. 

and  note  ;  p^t-house,       ;  m 

Northampton,  407. 
Smead,  David,  signs  petition  for 

division  of  county,  560.  and 

note. 

Smith.  Benjamin,  killed  by  In- 
dians. 22l. 

Smith,  Chaplain,  384. 

Smith,  Edward,  Bevolutionary 
soldier, 

Smith,  Elijah,  serg't  under  Seth 
Pomeroy,  150;  builds  fort  at 
Easthampton,  156;  captain  in 
expedition  against  Canada, 
296  ;  soldier  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg,  602 ;  ensign,  fiOfl  ;  re- 
ferred to,  610. 

Smith,  Hezekiah,  corporal  under 
Seth  Pomeroy,  150 ;  soldier  af- 
ter fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Smith,  Jared,  lieutenant.  4113; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  627. 

Smith,  Jtidediah,  Bevolutionary 
soldier,  621. 

Smith,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62L 

Smith,  Capt.  Joseph.  122. 

Smith,  Josiah,  at  South  Hadley, 
507. 

Smith,  Noah,  confers  with  mob, 
462. 

Smith,  O.,  clerk,  4fifi. 

Smith,  Reuben,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition. 14fi. 

Smith,  Capt.  Samuel,  marches 
with  relief  for  Fort  William 
Henry,  2iiiL 

Smith,  Simeon,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Smith,  Thomas,  406 ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier.  ()27. 

Smith,  William,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576.  note. 

Smith.  William,  serg't  under  Col. 
Seth  Pomeroy,  Ihil ;  soldier 
after  tall  of  Louisburg,  607 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  627. 

Smith  College,  mentioned,  HI  ft. 

Smiths  Ferry,  525. 

Smith's  Tavern,  507. 

Snow-shoe  men,  103. 

Soole,  Capt.  Moses,  862, 
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SOUTH  HADLEY. 

South  Hadley,  men  at  Ticqndero- 
j?a,  ;  votes  in  favor  of  hold- 
ing courts.  iiM  ;  sends  circtilar 
letter.  AM  ;  insurgents  at,  459; 
skirmish  with  insurgents  at, 
507.  508  ;  canal  talked  of,  583, 
caual  at  Falls,  574-576,  677, 
582  ;  tavern  at  the  Falls,  518  ; 
mentioned,  283,  ML  ^  Mi 

405. 413, m 

Sonthampton,  first  settlement  of, 
28;  pulpit  and  pews  given  to, 
22 ;  the  money  assessed  in, 
given  to  them  for  ministry,  88; 
a  separate  precinct,  SKi ;  land 
given  to,  97i  fiii ;  school  estab- 
lished. Sa  ;  Indiana  at  152, 155^ 
162.  Ifia ;  guard  at,  IM ;  aban- 
doned, ib.;  sells  land  on 
Whiteloaf  Mils,  lfi3;  part  of 
first  precinct,  IM;  madea sep- 
arate district,  240:  guard  for, 
245,  ;  Indians  at,  246,  2^  ; 
sends  reinforcements  to  Crown 
Point.  2S3 ;  volunteers  mus- 
tered in,  286 ;  men  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  2&5 ;  builds  noon- 
honse,  305,  not<^ ;  purchases 
old  bell,  JiOfl ;  sleighing  parties 
to,  316,  note  ;  right  to  school 
money  denied,  332 ;  part  of, 
petitions  to  be  set  off  with  Pas- 
commuck,  335,  a3fi ;  opposes 
the  petition,  386 ;  militia  or- 
ganized, 354. ;  men  raised,  886. 
403,  413 ;  votes  in  favor  of 
holding  coiart,  3M ;  soldiers 
sent  to  Ticonderoga,  400.  4(11 ; 
at  convention  to  regulate 
prices.  421 :  soldiers  from,  433, 
43.5,  413  :  searches  for  Norton. 
472 ;  interested  in  settlement 
of  Karthamptou,  414;  men  at 
Springfield.  495,  503 ;  Days' 
men  at,  5(J8 ;  government 
troops  captured  at,  5SiQ. ;  Haw- 
ley's  land  in.  54S ;  letters  for, 
557  ;  mentioned,  150.  214.  288. 
241,  293,  326.  327,  355,  362,  405, 
417,  458.  457,  4b7,  514. 

Southwell,  Enoch,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant.  IBS. 

Southwick,  Benjamin,  in  Louis- 
burg  expedition,  14fi ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  627. 

Southwick,  votes  in  favor  of  hold- 
ing court,  2fiQ;  mentioned, 

m 

Spicer,  Jabez.  killed, 
Spooner,  C.  E.,  mentioned,  192. 


STARR. 

Sprague,  Elijah,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 622. 

Spragtie.   Oliver,  enlisted, 
Revolutionary  soldier,  62IL 

Sprague's  Annals,  410. 

Spring,  Mr.,  chaplain,  884. 

Spring,  Rev.  Samuel,  preaches 
sermon,  471.  and  note  2- 

Springfield,  meeting-honse,  78 ; 
men  join  scouting  party,  liil; 
Rev.  John  Breck  installed,  175, 
llfi ;  sends  delegatees  to  coun- 
cil, 223 ;  men  and  supplies 
sent  from.  290.  2fll ;  hospital 
for  smallpox,  309,  310,  402; 
county  courts  stopped  at,  345- 
848  ;  votes  in  favor  of  holding 
court,  3110 :  stores  at,  guarded 
41A.;  nine  months'  men  mus- 
tered in,  428 ;  public  sb^rea  at, 
443 ;  Ely  in  jail  in,  ISfi :  mob 
release  prisoners,  452 ;  sends 
reinforcements,  462 :  attempt 
to  stop  the  courts  in,  469,  470. 
474  ;  attempt  to  remove  the 
courts  from,  42Q  ;  rejoicing  at 
news  of  i)oace,  421 ;  Supren^ 
Court  threatened,  491 ; 
militia  take  possession  of 
Court-House,  492;  companies 
join  militia  in,  494.  4aa ;  men 
join  insurgents,  llil;  court 
stoj)ped  in,  501 .  502  ;  govern- 
ment forces  rendezvous  at, 
dQ2;  arsenal  at,  iH}E;  insur- 
gents collect  at,  503.  504  ;  arse- 
nal attacked,  505.  5IM;  G-en. 
Lincoln  at,  51)8  ;  court  at,  5M ; 
only  post-office  in  this  section, 
482,  554  ;  stage  line  from,  555 ; 
laiuling-place  at,  575^  mention- 
ed. 241 .  m  307,  308^  note,  349- 
507."5I)9.  510,  523,  536.  ML 

Spry,  Thomas,  prisoner,  368. 

Squire,  Ephraim,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Squires,  Noble,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 622. 

Stages,  line  from  Springfield  to 
Hanover,  55i:  fare,  ib.;  Bos- 
ton to  Albany,  555.  -iiSfi. 

Starr,  Thomas,  a  pauper.  584. 

Starr,  Thomas,  released  from  poll- 
tax,  157 ;  sells  springs  for 
water  supply,  55a ;  stildier  af- 
ter fall  of  LouiBburg,  607; 
Revolutionaiy  soldier,  fl27 ; 
lieutenant  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631 ;  in  Shays  Rebellion,  631, 
632. 
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STARE. 

Btaark,  Geo.  John,  in  command, 

Stearns,  Ebenezer,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  627. 

Stearns,  Jonathan,  ensign,  35fi; 
captain,  401,  furnishes 
at  ordination  dinner,  42fi ;  in 
New  London  ex^iedition,  423 : 
Revolntionary  soldier,  S2IL 

Steams,  Mr., 

Steams,  Thomas,  signs  militia 
company  agreement,  ^-^To. 

Stebbins,  Asahel,  in  Father  Rale's 
war,  6(16. 

Stebbins,  Benjamin,  sells  home- 
stead, SSL 

Stebbins,  Benjamin,  sick  at  Boa- 
ton,  1^ 

Stebbins.  John,  ensign  nnder  Seth 

Pomerov,  IMl ;  soldier  after 

fall  of  Ijouisburg,  607. 
Stebbins,  Joseph,  in  Father  RSle's 

War,  606. 
Stebbins,  Serg't  Josiah,  in  Father 

Rale  s  War,  fi06. 
Stebbins,  Samnel,  drowned,  252- 
Stebbins.  Thomas,  delegate  from 

Springfield,  22^  ;  vote,  ib. 
Stephens,  Major,  ordered  to  fire 

on  insurgents,  506. 
Stevens,  Charles  E.,  referred  to, 

109. 

Stevens,  Capt.  Phinehas,  in  com- 
mand at  No.  4^  153. 

Stiles,  Samuel,  In  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 632. 

Stilton-fleet,  Richard,  prisoner, 
26a;  died,  m 

Stimson,  Samuel,  inLonisburg  ex- 
pedition. 146. 

Stockbi'idge,  fortified,  105;  laid 
out,  W&  ;  Mr.  Edwards  in,  226^ 
228^  329,  22Q ;  line  of  forts 
from,  28S ;  convention  in,  849: 
insurgents  in,  518,  516  ;  men- 
tioned, 260.  57B. 

Stoddard,  Anttiony,  referred  to, 

Stoddard,  Anthony,  referred  to,  65. 
Stoddard,  Capt.,  company  near 

Quebec,  '?>S2. 

Stoddard,  Christian,  marries  W. 
Williams,  47,  note. 

Stoddard,  Esther,  death  of,  178. 

Stoddard,  Esther,  wife  of  Rev. 
Solomon,  65;  death  of,  66; 
referred  to,  58,  68,  64i  83. 

Stoddard,  Israel,  lived  in  Pitts- 
field,  US. 

Stoddard,  Col.  John,  second  in 

41 


STODDARD. 

command  iu  Hampshire  Co., 
12  ;  commissioner  to  Five  Na- 
tions, 18i  2i;  suggests  expe- 
dition to  St.  Francis,  liij  su- 
perintends building  of  fort, 
20 :  letters  to  Gov.  Dummer 
about  fort,  20,  35 ;  endorses 
Elisha  Searl,  21 ;  proposes  the 
uee  of  dogs,  ib.  ;  declines  apr 
pointment  on  peace  commis- 
sion to   Canada,  28 ;  letter 
about  carelessness  of  the  peo- 
ple, 31 ;  member  of  Legisla 
ture,  35. 16L  172-174;  influence, 
36;  on  committee  to  choose  col- 
league padtor,  42j  committee 
to  sell  land,  45 ;  buys  jmrt  of 
Round  Hill,  45,  i&  ;  buys  land 
in  Baker's  mmdow.  4fi  ;  home- 
stead, 66 ;  committee  to  build 
meeting-house,  6E ;  committee 
to  seat   meeting-house,  74_; 
committee  to  build  poorhouse, 
100 :  suggests  the  officers  for 
the  three  companies,  1Q2  ;  on 
commission  to  build  forts,  104; 
in  command  in  Hampshire 
County,  IM  ;  mount  built  at 
his  house.  109 ;  letter  to  Major 
Pomeroy,  151 ;  gives  lieuten- 
ant's commission  to  Elisha 
Hawley,  154 ;  death  of,  158, 
177.  sketch  of  life,  165-178; 
birth,  165 ;  graduated  at  Har- 
vard, ib. ;  promoted  to  high 
rank  in  army,  IM  ;  goes  to 
Canada,  ib. ;  selectman,  ib, ; 
Northfield  grants  land  to,  167; 
committee  to  lay  out  town- 
ships, IfiS  ;  buys  land  of  In- 
dians, ib.;  lays  out  Stock- 
bridge,  ib. ;  employed  in  nego- 
tiations with  Indians  at  Bos- 
ton and  Albany,  m  169, 12Q  ; 
letters  to  Gov.  Shirley,  169. 
HQ;  lawyer  and  judge,  170, 
111 ;   General  Court  grants 
land  at  Pittsfield,  121 ;  leases 
land  of  Indians,  ib. ;  supporter 
of  loyalty,  123 ;  friend  of  Gov. 
Shirley,  ib..  notes;  had  ene- 
mies, 174,  and  note ;  character 
as  a  man,  174.  125 ;  friend  of 
Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  125 ; 
Edward.s'  testimony  of,  126 ; 
inventory  of  estate,  122 ;  fam- 
ily and  home  of,  177. 178 ;  on 
committee  to  establish  perma- 
nent salary  for  Mr.  Edwards, 
195-197 ;  soldier  after  fall  of 
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STODDARD. 

LomsbTirg,  GSXl ;  referred  to,  8^ 
13,  H2,      U9, 182,  6fi3. 

StoddarTCMarv,  marries  Col.  John 
Worthington,  132. 

Stoddard,  Mrs.  Prudence,  owns 
one  slave.  32^;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  187. 

Stoddard,  Priidence,  marries  Eze- 
kiel  Williams,  128. 

Stoddard,  Rebekah,  wifo  of  Jo- 
seph Hawley,  82  :  death  of,  83. 

Stoddard,  Solomon,  death  of,  US; 
buys  Shepherd's  Island,  dM ; 
committ^  to  build  Court- 
Houae,  318  ;  on  committee  to 
consider  bill  pending  in  legis- 
lature, iiM ;  committee  to 
build  jail,  886i  a  tory,  373, 
a2a;  tried  by  mob.  373,  32i; 
put  on  town  limits,  374 :  re- 
claimed, i&. ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  627. 

Stoddard,  Solomon  Jr.,  school- 
committee,  566. 

Stoddard,  Rev.  Solomon,  prophecy 
of,  88i  and  note  ;  pastorate  of, 
41 ;  colleague  for,  42 ;  letter 
to  W.  Williams,  42 ;  death  of, 
S2 ;  sketch  of  life.  libra- 
rian at  Harvard  Ojllege,  ^ ; 
chaplain  to  Barbadoes,  ib.; 
comes  to  Northampton,  ib. ;  his 
influence,  53^  M;  revivals  dur- 
ing hii>  ministry,  54^  and  note 
1 ;  his  doctrine  and  practice, 
54-56 ;  vindication  of  his  sys- 
tem, 57i  58j  his  conversion, 
58 :  ^vocates  a  national 
church,  5il ;  takes  part  in  Re- 
forming Synod,  59,  60j  ser- 
mons printed.  61 ;  no  portrait 
of,  ib. ;  preaches  without  notes, 
ib.;  sermons  full  of  thought, 
62 ;  visits  Boston  annually,  (53; 
friendship  with  Judge  Sewell, 
ib. ;  fac-simile  of  sermon,  M ; 
business  ability,  ib. ;  tra- 
dition concerning,  and 
note ;  marries  Esther  Mather, 
05;  buys  Clesson  plat;e,  ib.; 
will,  65,  6fi;  defends  inocula- 
tion, 309,  note ;  referred  to,  8, 
45^  46,  and  note  2,  50,  79^  82, 
206.  584;  Appealto  the 
Learned,  quoted,  60. 

Stoddard's  Island,  m 

Stoddardeanism,  55, 66]  denoxmced 
1^  the  Mathers  and  defended 
by  Mr.  Stoddard,  57^  aS. 


BTEONG. 

Stone,  Francis,  sends  dispatch  tO 

Gen.  Lincoln,  511. 
Storrs,  Nathan,   goldsmith,  473, 

note ;  warned  out  of  town, 

Stratton,  Ensign  John,  killed,  283. 

Stratton,  .John,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, lis. 

Street,  Mr.,  schoolmaster,  182. 

Strong,  Aaron,  killed,  405 ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Amasa,  Kevolutionary  sol- 
dier, Q2fi. 

Strong,  Asahel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 628. 

Strong.  Bela,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant.  1H6 ;  school 
in  house,  Sltt ;  enlists  for  three 
months,  SffZ  ;  at  Fishkill.  IM ; 
soldier  after  fall  of  Louis- 
burg, 6iil ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628  ;  referred  to,  315. 

Strong.  Belzaleel,  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Strong,  Benajah,  Revolutionary 
sddier,  m 

Strong,  Benjamin,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  028. 

Strong,  Gtov.  Caleb,  has  smallpox, 
310.  5M;  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, S4&;  Inspection 
ana  Safety,  351 ;  member  of 
General  Court.  358.  5^6  ;  dele- 
gate, 42fi ;  exi)enses,  426,  422 ; 
takes  prominent  part  in  con- 
vention, 427 :  on  committee 
to  make  new  draft  of  consti- 
tution, 122;  councillor,  428; 
attorney  in  trial  of  Ely,  452 ; 
in  legislature,  16S ;  interested 
in  new  school  for  girls,  llaj 
builds  house  for  private  school, 
4Ifi;  contributes  to  Gazette, 
481 :  delegate  to  national  con- 
vention, 52-1.  olMi ;  suggestions 
about  constitution,  525 ;  op- 
posed to  new  method  of  sing- 
mg,  qM  ;  defends  the  town, 
545 :  incorporator  of  canals, 
576:  life,  593-604 :  birth  and 
education,  Siiii;  admittc'd  to 
the  bar,  534;  offices  of  trust, 
595,  506  ;  anecdotes,  596,  note 
Ij  602 :  his  testimony  on  the 
constitution,  597  ;  senator,  598; 
governor,  598-600 ;  refuses 
President's  request,  599,  600; 
calls  out  militia,  600 :  mar^ 
riage  and  home,  ib.  ;  religion, 
600,  Uill;  death  and  funeral. 
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8TRONQ. 

601 ;  character,  602-603 ;  pub- 
lic life,  603 ;  referred  to,  172, 
ML 

Strong,  Lieut.  Caleb,  on  committee 
to  settle  common  land  contro- 
versy, 92  ;  Sabbath  warden, 
100 ;  releaused  from  poU-tax, 
157;  boards  schoolmaster,  ISC : 
receives  portion  of  additional 
grant,  ;  fined  for  refusing 
ofl&oe,  301,  M2i ;  owns  one  slave, 
328;  tanner,  328,  5fi2;  bouse 
of,  600j  soldier  after  fall  of 
Louisburg,  601;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  628 ;  referred  to, 
107.  248.  593.  594. 

Strong,  Daniel,  comes  with  horses 
for  Seth  Pomeroy,  112  ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  02S:  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  im. 

Strong,  Daniel,  31)4. 

Strong,  David,  account  of  battle, 
404  :  narrative.  433,  i35  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Deacon,  of  Southampton, 
delegate  to  conncil,  '314. 

Strong,  Capt.  Ebenezer.  ^ ;  Com- 
mittee of  Inspec  tioTi,  dM  ;  cap- 
tain of  three  months'  men,  442; 
chairman.  M9 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier.  6*^8 . 

Strong,  Serg  t  Eleazar,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  63S. 

Strong.  Elias,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186. 

Strong,  Elijah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Strong,  Eliphaz,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  mL 

Strong,  Lieut.  Elisha,  petitions 
General  Court,  120  ;  in  Louis- 
burg expedition,  146.  QQQ'.  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 
grant,  188 ;  marchess  to  the  re- 
lief of  Fort  William  Henry, 
294;  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisburg.  fiiVL 

Strong,  Elizabeth,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  185. 

Strong,  Ezra.  Indian  ambuscade 
near  his  home,  152. 

Strong,  Ichabod,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  190. 

Strong,  Ithamar,  at  Fort  No.  4^ 
IM ;  builds  fort  at  Easthamp- 
ton,  151;  buys  land  of  town, 
31fi :  sled  carried  away,  315 ; 
enlisted  llil ;  builds  cider-mill, 
ilfi ;  committee  to  enlist  men, 
482;  in.  service  after  fall  of 


STBONQ. 

Louisburg,  601;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  (\2H. 

Strong,  Ithamur  Jr.,  Revolution* 
ary  soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Jerijah,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  6^8. 

Strong,  Jeri.iab  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  188. 

Strong,  Jerijah.  referred  to,  107. 

Strong,  Joel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Strong.  John,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  186 ;  signs 
militia  company  agreement, 
375 ;  beats  drum  at  Bennington 
alarm,  102:  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  601 ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  628;  referred 
to,  IHL 

Strong,  Elder  John,  referred  to,  522 

Strong,  John,  W.  H.,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Jonathan,  bone  broken,  Tlj 
builds  fort  at  Eastharapton, 
156 ;  receives  portion  of  addi- 
tional grant,  IM ;  school-com- 
mittee, 306 ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg.  601 ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Jonathan  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant.  IBI ; 
petitions  for  precinct  meeting, 
206;  ensign,  21E;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  628. 

Strong,  Joseph,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Strong,  Levi,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Strong,  Hon.  Lewis,  residence, 
88 :  one  pen  stock,  560. 

Strong,  Mrs.  ^^  furnishes  for  or- 
dination dinner,  120. 

Strong.  Mrs.  Martha,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  prant, 

Strong,  Medad.  builds  school- 
house,  ^ ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, em 

strong,  Miriam,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  190. 

Strong,  Kathan,  sergeant,  12i; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  628. 

Strong.  Nathaniel  Jr.,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant. 

Strong,  Lieut.  Nathaniel,  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185 ;  friend  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
234 ;  in  service  after  fall  of 
Louisburg,  601;  referred  to, 
608. 
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strong.  Nehemiah,  in  Father 
Rale's  War,  fiOfi. 

Strong,  Noah,  ladians  near  his 
house,  155. 

Strong.  Noah,  lieutenant,  2S1 ; 
Rovolutiouary  soldier,  fiiliL 

Strong,  Noah,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  ml ;  serg't 
sent  to  Southampton,  iih; 
marches  to  relief  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry,  2M ;  referred  to, 

mL 

Strong.  Oliver,  day's  work  at  ordi- 
nation dinner,  420. 

Strong.  Rebecca,  608. 

Strong,  Roswell,  Revolntionary 
soldier,  628. 

Strong.  Soth.  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  1H8. 

Strong,  Simeon,  lawyer,  .588. 

Strong.  Simeon,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  'uV),  note. 

Strong,  Simeon  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier^  t>28. 

Strong,  Solomon,  Revolutionary 
Boldier.  ()28. 

Strong,  Theron,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  ^ 

Strong,  Timothy,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  028. 

Strong,  Titus,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. 628. 

Strong.  Waitstill,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  liML 

Strong,  Waitstill,  reloased  from 
poll-tax,  151;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  1 86; 
bridge  near  house.  iM;  in 
Father  Rale's  War,  606j  in 
service  after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
mi ;  referred  to,  WL 

Suffolk  County,  conventions  in, 
425. 

Sumner,  Miss,  school-teacher,  585. 

586. 

Sunderland,  settled,  15;  protected, 
23  ;  offers  money  to  Dr.  Porter 
to  settle,  8&;  pays  share  of 
Court-House,  fi2;  sends  dele- 
gates, 223.  223 ;  represented  at 
convention,  IMfl;  votes  in  fa- 
vor of  holding  court,  aSQ ;  Ely 
in,  155 ;  mentioned,  214,  241, 
507. 

Sutton,  sends  delegates  to  coimcil, 
222.  note,  233 :  referred  to,  232. 

Swampfield  (Sunderland),  settled, 
15. 

Sylvester,  Ens.  Nathaniel,  rein- 
forces army  in  Canada,  381. 


TICONDEROQA. 

Sylvester,  Lieut.  Richard,  44;^. 

Taller,  Elijah,  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 63L 

Tappan,  Benjamin,  settles  in 
town,  11  ;  chairman.  449 ;  in- 
tere8ted~in  school  for  girls, 
i25 ;  visits  Hawley.  3M ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  628. 

Tappan,  James,  warned  out  of 
town,  5ft.S. 

Tappan.  Samuel,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  628. 

Taylor,  Edmund,  in  Louisburg  ex- 

Jjedition,  14,5. 
or,  Lieut.  Eldad.  pursues  In- 
'  dian  marauders,  l.^o. 
Taylor,  Elijah,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
633. 

Taylor,  James,  deserted,  383 ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier.  G2S. 

Taylor,  John,  in  Louisburg  expe> 
dition,  146. 

Taylor,  Nathaniel,  schoolmaflter, 
122. 

Taylor.  Reuben.  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 63S. 
Taylor,  Serg't  Thomas,  carried  to 

Canada,  m 

Taylor,  Thomajs,  prisoner,  3(iS. 

Temple's  History  of  Palmer,  quo- 
ted. 555. 

Thacher,  Peter,  Journal  of,  59- 
fiO. 

Thaxter,  Samuel,  peace  commis- 
sioner to  Canada.  28. 

Thayer,  Ahaz,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Thayer,  Asa,  enlists  for  three 
months,  3^;  Revolutionary 
soldier.  fi28. 

Thayer.  Elias,  at  Quebec.  377;  Rev- 
olutiouitry  soldier,  (V28. 

Theur,  Oliver,  in  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, 146. 

Thompson.  Qen.,  in  battle  near 
Tlnee  Rivers.  'dS^ 

Thompson,  James,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  628. 

Thompson,  Rev.  J.  P.,  referred  to, 
56. 

Thrall,  Giles,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. S2a. 
Ticonderoga,  Dieskau  at,  253; 

Capt.  Rogers  scouts  near,  272, 
27;j,  276 ;  uUHUccessful  attack 
upon,  296;  fallen,  296^  297; 
capture~of .  363-36.^,  W;  sol- 
diers at,  3aK  3B;1  m  386,  405; 
threatened,       ;  evacuated, 
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TII^ON. 

4Q1 ;  stores  for  army  at,  406 ; 
mentioned,  273,  875,  2I&. 

Tilson.  James,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Tithing-meu,  appointed,  II:  or- 
dered to  patrol  meeting-house, 
:j3Q ;  mentioned,  100. 

Tobacco,  raised.  448. 

Tollman,  Ebenezer.  Revolutionary 
soldier.  <">2S. 

Tories.  311 ;  mobbed,  322 ;  defiant, 
396,  425 ;  in  sympathy  with 
tEe  mo5r463.  m 

Tracy's  Great  Awakening,  quoted, 
95,  note  L 

Treat,  Jno.  Breck.  hi  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 623. 

Trurable,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 638- 

Tryon.  Gov.  William,  raids  Con- 
necticut towns.  428- 

Tumer,  Adam,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Turner,  David,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628 ;  in  Ely  insurrection, 

fiHl. 

Turners  Falls, 

Tyler.  Moses,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 

fm 

Tyringham,  road  to  Albany 
through.  253. 

Tyrrell,  Arad,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 628. 

Upsox,  Asa.  in  service  after  fall 
of  Louisburg,  602. 

Van  Buren,  Burent,  278. 

Vaudreuil,  Gov.,  perfidy  of,  16; 
negotiations  with,  II ;  encour- 
ages the  Abenakis,  ih.;  offers 
assistance  in  arranging  treaty 
with  Indians,  28^  and  note, 
death  of,  32;  referred  to,  147, 

m 

Vaudreuil,  M.  Rigaud,  Mons.  de, 
troops  attack  Fort  Massachu- 
setts, 147 ;  leaves  guard,  and 
returns  to  Canada  with  pris- 
oners, li8 ;  leaves  Canada  for 
Ci'own  Point,  IM ;  attacJis 
Fort  Saratoga,  but  is  driven 
away,  ib.;  attacks  Fort  Henry, 
280. 

Vaughn,  Col.,  leads  men  against 
the  Grand  Battery,  ttfi. 

Vaughn,  John,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 222. 

Vermont,  settlements  in,  102,  243 ; 
Indian  depredations  in,  111) ; 


WALKHR. 

m«n  v*nlisted  in,  ^ ;  Shay  a 
in,  S12;  insurgents  take  refuge 
in,  514;  citizens  carried  to,  519; 
mentioned,  151.  155,  883,  478. 
Vinton,  Nathaniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Wait,  Abijah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62a. 

Waite.  Angnstus,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  1123. 

Wait,  Benjamin,  in  Father  Rale's 
War.  (m. 

Wait,  El)enezer,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 145.  606 ;  receives 
^tion  of  additional  grant, 

Wait,  Joel,  in  Louisburg  expedi- 
tion, 146. 

Wait,  John,  corporal  under  Seth 
Pomeroy,  151i ;  Indian  ambus- 
cade near  his  home,  152 ;  re- 
ceives portion  of  additional 
grant,  ISfl;  in  Father  Rale's 
War,  606 ;  soldier  after  fall  of 
Louisburg.  (>i)7. 

Wait.  John  Jr.,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  190. 

Wait,  Jonathan,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  189. 

Wait,  Joseph,  goes  in  pui'suit  of 
Indians.  22 ;  on  guard  duty, 
31 ;  in  Father  Rale's  War,  606. 

Wait,  Josiah,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 62a. 

Wait,  Reuben,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 145,  6M:  killed.  2M. 

Wait.  William,  released  from  poll- 
tax,  lai;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  WS.',  soldier 
after  faU  of  Louisburg,  607. 

Wales.  Aaron,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632, 

Wales,  James,  enlists  for  three 
months,  ^1 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622:  in  Shay  a  Rebel- 
lion, 6aL 

Wales,  Capt.  Jonathan,  three 
months'  men  under,  882 ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  fi29. 

Wales,  Jonathan  Jr.,  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  629. 

Wales,  Samuel,  enlists  for  three 
months,  381 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier.  6^ ;  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 63L 

Walker,  Isaac,  left  behiiid  near 
Quebec,  m 

Walker,  Jacob,  killed,  514 ;  buried 
at  Hatfield,  i&. 
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Walker's  Creeds  and  Platforms  of 
Congregationalism,  cited,  57. 
51L 

War,  Father  RMe'e,  15-32 ;  Seven 
Years,  commenced,  84  4 ; 
peace, 

Ward,  Artemas,  in  command  of 

the  military,  352;  committee 
to  iTivestig.'ite  cause  of  dis- 
turbances, 4(>5. 
Ward,  Daniel, 

Ware,  post  route  to,  482;  men- 
tioned. 360. 

Warming- pans  and  Footstoves,  use 
of,  9,  HL 

Warner,  Daniel,  in  expedition 
against  Lonisburg,  120,  606 : 
receives  jwrtion  of  additional 
grant,  lh& :  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, g2d ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 

Warner,  Elisha,  at  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts, 154 ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  188 ; 
soldier  after  fall  of  Louisburg, 
607. 

Warner,  John,  builds  fort  at  East- 
hampton,  IM;  soldier  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  (M. 

Warner,  Jonathan,  lieutenant, 38Tj 
wounded,  4 Or). 

Warner,  Joseph,  Bevolntionary 
soldier,  6^ 

Warner.  Capt.  Joseph,  starts  with 
relief  for  Fort  William  Henry, 

m. 

Warner.  Joseph  Jr.,  B6voliitio&- 

ary  soldier,  ti29. 

Warner,  Mark,  mount  built  near 
house,  IDS ;  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188 ;  re- 
ferred to,  JilL 

Warner,  Mark,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 022. 

Warner,  Mark  Jr.,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  IM ; 
referred  to,  ;?83. 

Warner,  Nathan,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, IM. 

Warner.  O..  ML 

Warner,  Gen.  Seth,  regiment  at 
Bemis  Heights? .  400 . 

Warner,  Shnbael,  ensign,  886. 

Warner,  Silas,  died  near  Sorel 
River.  iiiiiJ ;  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 

Warner,  Warham,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  622. 
Warren,  James,  referred  to,  825. 
Warr©n,Commodore  Peter,  at  Can- 


WELLS. 

seau,  124 ;  captures  a  French 
ship,  128 ;  gun  ship  joins  hia 
force,  188;  addre&sesthe  army« 
134.;  referred  to.  143.  UA. 

Warren,  Seth,  charged  with  as- 
sault, 53(). 

Washburn,  Mrs.  L.  L,  referred 
to,  MS. 

Washington,  (Jeorge,  sent  to  pro- 
tect frontiers,  244;  at  Fort  du 
Quesne,  ;  headquarters, 
362 ;  offers  position  of  Brig.- 
General  to  Pomeroy,  SSI ;  re- 
monstrates against  British 
brutality,  ib.;  orders  detach- 
ment a^nst  Quebec,  ;  at 
New  York,  382 ;  drives  Corn- 
wallis  from  Xew  Jersey,  388 ; 
calls  for  Continental  army, 
397;  at  Valley  Forge,  407; 
winter  quarters,  415,  424  ;  At 
West  Point,  434.  ^ ;  at  York- 
town,  444;  referred  to,  370^ 
393,  400.  -432.  440,  492,  o98 ; 
Sparks'  Life  of,  quote<i,  3G7. 

Webb,  Col.,  in  command.  2B1 :  at 
Fort  William  Henry,  289,  2m ; 
advises  Col.  Monroe  to  sur- 
render, 390 ;  sends  for  rein- 
forcements. 291.  and  note  ;  re- 
ferred to,  222: 

Webb.  John,  home  lot,  Slfi* 

Webber,  Capt.,  862^  m 

Webster,  Ariel,  killed,  503. 

Webster.  Captain,  362. 

Webster,  William,  506. 

Welch,  John,  deserted,  39fi  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  620. 

Welch,  Nathaniel,  in  Shays  Re- 
bellion, 632. 

Welch,  Sampson,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  Q2iL 

Welch,  Serg't  William,  in  Shaya 
Rebellion.  SilL 

Welch  End,  304^  408.  . 

Wells,  Aaron,  taken  captive,  2^ 

Wells,  Col.,  chairman,  46S. 

Wells,  Deacon,  release  of  de- 
manded, 461. 

Wells,  Ebenezer,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition. 

Wells,  Ezekiel,  wounded,  160. 

Wells,  John,  at  Fishkill,  434  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  629. 

Wells,  Capt.  Samuel,  in  command 
at  frontier  posta,  298. 

Wells,  Samuel,  surety  for  Ely,  4£tL 

Wells,  Capt.  Thomas,  sent  to  pro- 
tect Simderland,  23j  goes  on 
scouting  expedition,  22. 
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Wells,  Dr.  Thomas,  drovw,  TQ^ 
note  L 

Wells,  Rev.  Mr.,  preaches  at 
Walker's  funeral,  iill- 

Welsh.  Patrick,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
Hoii,  6^3. 

Welsh,  William,  Revolutionary 
soldier.  629. 

Wendall,  post  route  to,  482. 

Westfield,  Indians  near,  22 ;  pays 
share  of  cost  of  Court- House. 
SI ;  provisions  from,  ISl ;  road 
to  Albany  through,  253,  and 
note ;  sends  men  to  relief  of 
Fort  William  Henry,  2M;  sol- 
diers from,  2M ;  smallxwx  in, 

mob  pass  throTigb, 
votes  in  favor  of  holding  court, 
390 ;  rejoicing  at  news  of 
peace,  421 ;  soldiers  at  Spring- 
field, 125;  insurgents  from, 
m. ;  mentioned,  18,  38,  39,  64, 
95.  158.  155,  183,  2-54,  260.  279, 
293.  335.  385,  576,  note. 

Westhampton,  Indians  at,  IM; 
builds  noon  house,  305,  note  ; 
main  road  to,  Sll;  petitions 
for  a  minister.  332.  333  ;  mili- 
tia, 35i ;  Cook  settles  in,  Sfifi ; 
soldiers  at  Ticonderoga,  4Q1 ; 
incor|H)rated,  417,  418 ;  com- 

f)any  mustered  in  at,  M3:  mi- 
itia  protects  government,  494; 
men  in  St.  Clair's  defeat,  551 ; 
mentioned,  379,  383,  421,  olS. 
Wharton,  Abigail,  receives  portion 

of  additional  grant,  189. 
Whately,  soldiers  rrom,  Sa5 :  votes 
against  session  of  court,  390; 
mentioned,  881.  424.  434. 
nu. 

Wheaton,  David,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 033. 

Wheaton,  Ephraim,  enlisted,  Ml ; 
Revolutionary  soldier, 

Wheeler.  Adam,  insurgent,  5M; 
signs  Shays'  answer  to  Lincoln, 
511  ;  asks  for  conference  with 
Gen.  Putnam,  ib. 

Wheeler,  John,  sentenced,  514, 
515.  518. 

Wheeler.  Samuel,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  t)29. 
Whetromb,  John,  signature,  869. 
Wliigs,  37],  312. 

Whitby,  James,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fi2iL 

White,  Lieut.  David,  reinforces 
array  in  Canada.  381. 

White,  James,  sentenced,  514. 


WILLIAMS. 

Whitefield,  George,  preaches  in 
Northampton,  199.  and  note  L 

Whiting,  Col.,  in  Bloody  Morn- 
ing Scout,  2fiL 

Whitmore,  Lieut.-Col.,  in  com- 
mand, 42E ;  at  Springfield,  4M. 

Whitney,  J.  D.,  referred  to,  4iL 

Whittelsey,  John,  referred  to,  filifi. 

Whittier's  Marguerite,  286.  note. 

Wier,  John,  Revolutionary  soldier, 
622. 

Wigglesworth,  Rev.  Mr.,  substi- 
tute member  of  council,  222. 

Wilbraham,  vot«8  in  favor  of  hold- 
ing (HHirt,  Bliii ;  Shays  at,  ; 
mentioned,  589. 

Wilde,  Richard,  corporal  under 
Seth  Pomeroy;  15Q ;  in  service 
after  fall  of  Tx)nisburg,  GOT. 

Wilder,  Peter,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, 

Wilder,  Shubael,  captain,  5M;  in 
Ely  Insurrection,  6iil ;  in 
Shays  Rebellion.  632. 

Willard,  Joseph,  family  captured. 
297. 

Willard,  Capt.  Jo5iiah,  in  command 

at  Fort  Dummer.  104.  note. 
Willard,  Lieut.  Moses,~Eill6d,  223. 
Willard,  Col.  Samuel,  commander 

of  regiment  at  Louisburg,  114; 

ordered  to  guard  stores,  US ; 

extract  from  letter  to  Gov, 

Shirley,  leOj  referred  to.  120. 
Willard,  Secretary,  referred  to, 

158,  162.  245. 
Williams,  Chester,  leader  of  mob, 

323. 

Williams,  Rev.  Chester,  member 
of  council,  222,  223 ;  scribe, 
223 ;  vote,  ib. 

Williams,  Capt.  Elijah,  in  com- 
mand of  forts,  2M :  appointed 
major,  21S;  committee  to  re- 
pair forts,  2iS ;  marches  to  the 
relief  of  Fort  William  Henry, 

Williams,  Rev.  Eliphalet,  member 
of  council,  419. 

Williams,  Capt.  Ephraim,  over- 
sight of  western  fortifioations, 
1 05  ;  in  command  at  Fort  Mas- 
sachusetts, 151 ;  letter  to  Ma- 
jor Williams,  IfiQ;  colonel  of 
regiment,  251 ;  ordered  to 
march  to  Albany,  ib.;  at 
Greenbnsh,  255 ;  at  Saratoga, 
3fi2 ;  in  Bloody  Morning  Scout, 
2fil:  killed,  ib.;  founder  of 
Williams  College,  283,  note ; 
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men  in  muster-roll,  fiOfi ;  re- 
ferred to,  158.  162,  248i  249, 
254,  25fi.  271 ,  279,  282,  2M. 

Williams,  Jeunice,  referred  to,  110. 

Williams,  Ezekiel,  marries  Pm- 
dence  Stoddard,  178. 

Williams,  Col.  Israel,  marches  to 
relief  of  Fort  William  Henry, 
2M  ;  petitions  for  change  in 
sessions  of  county  courts,  3Sl- 

Williams,  Col.  Israel,  suggests  fit 
persons  for  officers,  1Q3 ;  com- 
missary, Uij  ;  extract  frum  let- 
ter, iiiU  ;  writes  to  Gov.  SMr- 
ley,  157,  158 ;  writes  to  Secre- 
tary Willard,  158,  162j  suc- 
ceeds Col.  Porter.  158;  sta- 
tioned at  Newhampton,  IM; 
buys  land  of  Indians,  IM;  com- 
mander-in-ciiief ,  2iA ;  letter 
quoted,  245 ;  settles  officers  of 
regiment,  251 ;  ordered  to  have 
men  ready,  283 ;  takes  com- 
mand of  regiment,  221 ;  or- 
dered to  rais»e  men,  ib.i  reaches 
Kinderbonk,  293 ;  finds  enemy 
have  retreated  and  returns, 
ib. ;  in  expedition  against  Can- 
ada, 2fifi ;  opinion  about  sMro 
town,  818.  note ;  at  Spring- 
field, 347.  and  note ;  commis- 
sions officers.  S5i ;  command- 
ing officer,  355  :  a  tory.  323 ; 
referred  to,  160,  246.  248.  249, 
250,  2.^)7  270.  271.  272.  2aL 

Williams,  Lieut.  John  Chester, 
clerk,  355  .*  Register  of  Pro- 
hate,  521 ;  referred  to, 

Williams.  John,  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note. 

Williams,  Rev.  Mr.,  of  Long- 
meatlow.  substitute  member 
of  council,  222. 

Williams,  Rev.  Samuel  P.,  QllL 

Williams,  Roswell,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  62i), 

Williams,  Solomon,  552-. 

Williams,  Rev.  Solomon,  invited 
to  settle,  ilfi;  accepts,  412; 
ordained,  419zi2l_i  marries 
Mary  Hooker,  4il ;  prayer  at 
funeral  of  Walker,  514 ;  ap- 
peals for  aid,  553.  554 ;  debts 
paid,  567  :  petition  for  increase 
of  salary  refused,  SBS;  re- 
ferred to,  472,  522. 

Williams,  Rev.  Solomon,  opposes 
the  new  doctrine,  Mi ;  referred 

to,  m 

Williams,  Rev.  Stephen,  of  Long- 


WOLFEi 

meadow,  moderator  of  cotui* 
cil.  Ml ;  funeral  of,  152. 
Williams,  Dr.  ThomaR.  sent  to 
Deerfield  for  ammunition,  148; 
lieut.-colonel,  284. 
Williams,  Thomas,  532. 
Williams,  Capt.  William,  erects 
Fort  Shirley,  IM ;  sent  to  re- 
inforce army  at  Louiaburg, 
114.  13T,  iilS;  in  command  at 
Fort  Massachusetts,  147,  148; 
rebuilds  the  fort,  150. 
Williams,  Col.  William,  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  225  ;  petitions  for  di- 
vision of  county,  311 ;  peti- 
tions for  new  Court-  House, 
317.  B IB- 
Williams,  Rev.  William,  preaches 
ordination  sermon,  47,  and 
note ;  preaches  Kev.  MfT  Stod- 
dard's funeral    sermon,   52 ; 
sermon  quoted,  ^  (i2_;  re- 
ferred to,  SEa 
Williams  College,   foimder  of, 
283. 

Williamsburg,  pleigh  ride  parties 
to,  315 ;  soldiyrs  from,  ;  sol- 
diers march  through,  881 ; 
votes  against  session  of  cotirt, 
390  ;  mob  at,  ISS ;  convention 
in,  4fi2:  mentioned,  886,  887. 
413.  443.  499.  jm 

Williarastowai,  founder  of,  883, 
note  ;  soldiers  march  through, 
881.  401.  405 ;  post  route 
through,  482. 

Willimansett.  miL 

Willi  ston,  homestead  mentioned, 
69^  note  L 

Willys,  William,  Bevolutioiiary 
soldier,  222. 

Wilton,  David,  inventory  of  par- 
lor,   ;  mentioned,  7,  IL 

Windsor,  stage  at,  S55;  men- 
tioned, 440. 

Winslow,  Edward,  286. 

Winslow,  John,  leads  expedition 
against  Nova  Scotia,  ;  re- 
called, 282 ;  his  army  dis- 
banded, 2fiSx 

Wint<?r,  Daniel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Winthrop,  Q.,  signature,  369. 

Wise,  Rev.  Mr.,  defends  inocula- 
tion, 30!L  note. 

Wolcott,  Roger,  second  in  com- 
mand of  expedition  against 
Louisburg,  113. 

Wolfe.  Gen.  James,  in  expedition 
against  Louisburg,  294:  cap- 
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tnres  Quebec ,  296,  297;  death 
of,  m 

Wood,  Asahel,  meutioned,  3!L 

Wood,  Daniel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, m 

Wood,  David,  deserted,  B83;  Rev- 
olntioiiary  soldier,  629. 

Wood,  E.  E',  cutlery  establish- 
ment,  522. 

Wood,  E.  T..  referred  to,  52L 

Wood,  Ezekiel,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, Qsa. 

Woodbridge,  Captain,  aid  to  Gen. 
Shepherd,  5£!5. 

Woodbridge,  Rev.  John,  member 
of  council,  222;  member  of 
council  at  ordination,  2iL 

Woodbridge,  Joshua  L.,  lieuten- 
ant, m 

Woodbridge,  Rev.  Mr.,  6(iL 

Womlbridge,  Col.  Ruggles,  in 
command  of  regiment,  388, 
405  •■  lieutenant  of  militia,  194 ; 
house  plundered,  •'jQ8. 

Woodbridge,  Rev.  Timothy,  let- 
ter to  Ephraim  Williams,  158  ; 
member  of  conucil.  214,  223  ; 
vote,  ;  at  ordination,  Ml ; 
chaplain,  2M* 

Woodford.  Thomas,  home  lot,  48. 

Woodward,  John,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  621L 

Woodward,  Oliver,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Worcester,  conventions  at,  485, 
495,  43&;  courts  stopped  in. 
489.  426;  mob  expects  rein- 
forcements from,  ^ ;  Shays 
at,  ib.;  excitement  in,  498 ; 
Gten.  Lincoln  at,  504^  508 ; 
stage  line  through,  555.  556; 
Lincoln's  History  of,  cited, 
430,  443. 

Worcester  County,  tovms  fortified, 
10^ ;  soldiers  at  Louisburg, 
120.  131;  division  of  county 
petitioned  for,  Sli,  428 ;  con- 
ventions in,  3Mi  IMi  Ml  AM ; 
paper  circulated  in,  4^ ;  court 
protected,  502;  citizens  cap> 
tured,  51fl;  courts.  5^  5fii; 
mentioned,  IL  10^  489. 

Worthington,  CoT.  John,  marries 
Mary  Stoddard,  ITL;  ordered 
to  raise  men  for  Port  William 
Henry,  2M ;  on  committee  to 
sell  Shci)herd'8  Island,  303 ;  a 
loyalist.  347,  and  note  2l;  in 
command  of  reprimont,  355 ; 
sister  marries  John  Hooker, 
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410 :  Ely  talks  with,  455 ;  law- 
yer, 536,  537  :  member  of  com- 
mittee on  canals,  576,  note. 

Worthington,  Sarah,  wife  of  John 
Hooker,  iUL 

Worthington,  soldiers  from,  855, 
886  :  men  for  Canada  march 
through,  3M  ;  represented  at 
meeting  of  Committee  of  Cor- 
r e spondence,  389  ;  votes 
against  session  of  court,  290; 
choice  of  officers  made  in,  401; 
soldiers  lodge  in,  402 ;  men- 
tioned, Mi. 

Wrenham,  ordination  at,  242; 
mentioned,  399. 

Wright,  Aaron,  in  Louisburg  ex- 
pedition, 145.  Bflfi ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185;  Bchool-committee,  iilifi.; 
Committee  of  Inspection,  ; 
captain.  351 ;  Revolutionary 
soldier,  ti2iL 

Wright,  Aaron  Jr.,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  S2S. 

Wri^^,  Asa,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 

Wright,  Asa,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  lft5. 

Wright,  Asa,  tax,  328;  wagons 
used  to  carry  baggage  to 
camp,  361,  note ;  lieutenant, 
4fil ;  Revolutionary  soldier, 
62fl. 

Wright.  Asahel,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  ;  in  Shaya  Rebel- 
lion, fi32. 

Wright,  Augustus,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  622. 

Wright,  Capt.  Benjamin,  offers 
services  to  government,  Ifi ; 
letter  to  Gov.  Dummer  about 
expedition  to  Grav  Lock's 
fort,  30.  31 ;  ordered  to  scour 
the  woods  for  Indians,  32* 

Wright,  Benoni,  serg't  in  Father 
Rale's  War,  6M. 

Wright,  Bildad,  at  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts, IM :  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  6ill ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  629. 

Wright,  Caleb,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  188* 

Wright,  Charles,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  629. 

Wright,  Daniel,  referred  to,  441 ; 
Revolutionary  soldier.  629. 

Wright,  Ebenezer,  committee  to 
.  choose  colleague  pastor,  42 ; 
mount  built  at  his  home,  1057 
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Wrig:ht,  Ebenezer  Jr. ,  receives  iK)r- 
tion  of  additional  grant,  ; 
Bevolutlonaxy  soldier.  629. 

Wright,  Eldad,  in  Father  Rfile's 
War,  m(L 

Wright,  Elaazar,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  in  Ely  Insurrec- 
tion, 631 ;  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

Wright,  Eliakim,  killed,  2afL 
Wright,  Elihu,  quarrels  with  Fer- 

fuson,  'dM.;  Revolutionary  sol- 
ier,  QM  ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 

Wright,  Elijah,  serg't,  m ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  (122. 

Wright,  EHphaz,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  sM. 

Wright,  Elizabeth,  receives  i)or- 
tion  of  additional  grant,  186. 

Wright,  Elnathau,  Revolutionary 
soldier,  fr39. 

Wright,  Ephraim.  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  1^ ;  ac- 
cused of  reading  immoral 
books,  iOii;  petitions  for  pre- 
cinct meeting.  2M ;  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence,  ; 
delegate,  ib. ;  Committee  of  In- 
spection, 353,  354.  400  ;  mem- 
ber of  General  Court,  358 ; 
wagon  master,  commit- 
tee to  settle  new  minister,  419; 
delegate,  ;  expenses,  426- 
4'-^7,  630  :  representative,  438  ; 
Revolutionary  soldier,  629^ 

Wright,  Hezekiah,  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  IM ; 
has  charge  of  ammunition, 

Wright,  Israel,  in  Shays  Rebel- 
lion, 633. 

Wright,  James,  referred  to,  109. 

Wright,  Jemima,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  188. 

Wright,  Joel,  committee  to  pur- 
chase beef,  4^37,  44i ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  629. 

Wright,  John,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  184 ;  Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  630. 

Wright,  Jonathan,  referre<l  to,  69^^ 
note  1,  86. 

Wright,  Joseph,  on  committee 
to  build  meeting-house,  fiS ; 
examines  other  meeting- 
houses,  ib. ;  has  charge  of 
building,  2(1;  mount  built 
near  house,  10^ ;  receives  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  IM { 
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petitions  for  precinct  meeting, 
;  on  committee  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  WH ;  ap- 
pointed to  manage  case  before 
council,  222. 

Wright,  Joseph  Jr.,  buys  school 
lands,  21 ;  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189. 

Wright,  Josiah,  in  expedition 
against  Louisburg,  120,  606. 

Wright,  Medad,  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  601. 

Wright,  Moses,  heirs  receive  por- 
tion of  additional  grant,  190. 

Wright,  Moses,  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, fiSQ ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631 ;  referred  to,  107,  IfiL 

Wright,  Nathaniel,  in  Louisburg 
expedition,  120^  QM ;  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  030. 

Wright,  Capt.  Noah,  on  commit- 
tee t<i  settle  common  land  con- 
troversy, 97j  with  scouting 
party,  Ifil ;  on  committee  to 
improve  schools,  ISl  ;  receives 
portion  of  additional  grant, 
185 ;  on  committee  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  201;  ap- 
pointed to  present  case  to 
council,  211 ;  in  service  after 
fall  of  Louisburg,  607 ;  re- 
ferred to,  338i  242. 

Wright,  Oliver,  Revolutionary 
s<ildier,  630. 

Wright,  Perez,  in  Shays  Rebellion, 
632. 

Wright,  Phinehas,  Revolutionary 

soldier,  630. 

Wright,  Reuben,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant,  IM  ;  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  621i ;  in  Ely 
Insurrection,  621 ;  in  Shays 
Rebellion,  632;  corporal,  ib. 

Wright,  Samuel,  referred  to,  69. 
note  L 

Wright,    Samuel,   signs  militia 

comi)any  agreement,  325 ;  in 
Father  Rale  s  War,  fififl. 

Wright,  Selah,  in  Louisburg  expe- 
dition, 145,  606j  sick,  186; 
receives  portion  of  addition^ 
grant,  1S5  ;  lieutenant,  355 1 
Kevolutionary  soldier,  ti3ii. 

Wright,  Seth,  Revolntionary  sol- 
dier, ;  in  Ely  Insurrection, 
631  ■ 

Wright,  Solomon,  losses  of,  4flftj 
Revolutionary  soldier,  680. 

Wright,  Stephen,  buys  school 
lands,       receives  portion  of 
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additional  grant,  189 ;  friend 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  2iiL 

Wright,  Capt.  Stephen,  goes  to 
Kinderhook,  ;  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  6 SO. 

Wright,  Timothy,  receives  portion 
of  additional  grant.  IBS ;  Rev- 
olutionary Boldier,  tiiffl. 

Wright,  Titus,  receives  portion  of 
additional  grant,  189. 


TAL£  CX>LLEOB. 

Yale  Collegh,  Mr.  Edwards  a 

tutor  in,  43^  44j  note  ;  Samuel 
Buell  graduated  from,  199, 
note  & ;  other  graduates  of, 
237,  note,  289.  nf>t^  3,  Hi) ;  Mr. 
Williams  a  graduate  of,  US; 
Hawley  graduated  from,  5M» 
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